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7 Definitions of categories of archaeological significance and quality
of surviving evidence

7.1 Archaeological significance
The categories of archaeological significance used in the report are:-

7.1.1 National significance

The assessment of the significance of a site within a national context
has been made with reference to the Secretary of State's criteria for
the schcduhng of ancient monuments. These are:

e Period, Rarity, Documentation, Group Value, Survival/Condition,
Fragility/Vulnerability, Diversity, Potential (DOE 1983),

7.1.2 Regional significance

The assessment of regional significance has been made where a site
has potential to contribute to the understandmg of the given

archaeological period or activity within a regional context. Such sites
could include those which represent a class of monument well
documented at national level but rare within a given region, or classes
of monument not necessarily rare within a region, but not well
documented or understood within that region.

7.1.3 Local significance

The assessment of local significance is applied to sites thought likely
to contribute to the understanding of a given archacological period or
activity within a local context.
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The geographical and chronological interrelationship  of
archaeological sites forming a discrete group within a given landscape
may result in the significance of such sites as a group being greater
than the individual significance of the sites which form the constituent
parts of the group. Thus sites which individually could be assessed as
being of regional significance might together form a group of national
significance, as taken as a whole they demonstrate the changes in
landuse, communications and settlement pattern within a given area
through time (DOE 1983),
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7.2 Quality of Evidence
The categories of quality of evidence used in this document are:-

7.2.1 Good
This category is used where above surface features, structural
remains, or occupation deposits survive in situ.

7.2.2 Moderate
This category i1s used where erosion, usually from ploughmg, has
removed vertical stratigraphy, such as in sitz occupation deposits, but
where features cut into the subsoil are well preserved.

7.2.3 Poor

This category is applied where erosion has severely truncated the
archaeological deposits,
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