
C A R E W C A S T L E , P E M B R O K E S H I R E 

By D . J . C A T H C A R T K I N G a n d J . C L I F F O R D P E R K S 

The castle of Carew has long been recognized as an outstandingly 
interesting example of military and domestic architecture, but it is nevertheless 
true that until recently no adequate attempt has been made to describe it as a 
building. J . R. Cobb's article in Archaeologia Cambrensis1 contains many state-
ments that could not be repeated today, and is hopelessly handicapped by being 
illustrated by a plan taken from the 2 5-inch O.S. map — a totally inadequate 
scale for any building, let alone one so complex as Carew. The same plan 
appears in the description of the castle contained in the Pembrokeshire volume 
of the Royal Commission on Ancient Monuments for Wales, about which it is 
kindest to say little or nothing. In fact, the most reliable information about the 
castle was to be obtained from certain passing references to it in the late 
Professor Hamilton Thompson's Military Architecture in England during the 
Middle Ages,2 and from the summary description contained in Spurrell's excellent 
little History of Carew? Neither of these contains any plan of the castle. 

While working on the present paper, however, we were informed of 
another work in preparation, by Mr. R. F. Walker, for Archaeologia Cambrensis.4 

During an exchange of information we found so wide a difference of opinion 
on the castle that it was agreed on both sides to proceed independently. We 
must, however, take this opportunity of paying a tribute to Mr. Walker's 
helpfulness. 

HISTORY OF T H E C A S T L E 

On the historical side, however, Carew has been effectively dealt with,5 

in particular by the late Canon Spurrell, vicar of the parish, so that little fresh 
discussion is called for. 

It is generally admitted that the founder of the castle and lordship of 
Carew was Gerald of Windsor, constable of Pembroke; Clark has suggested 
that Carew is the castle which Gerald is recorded to have built at a doubtfully 
identified place called Cenarth Fechan in 1105.6 It seems more probable that 
this castle was in fact Cilgerran, but however that may be, Gerald's successors 
early adopted the name of de Carew, and the fact that there is no other castle 
of any size in their lordship7 further suggests that Gerald himself was the 
founder. 

Gerald of Windsor married the redoubtable Nest, daughter of Rhys ap 
Tudor, and became the father of the most notable of her several families: 
William, the eldest, ancestor of the de Carews, Maurice fitz Gerald, founder 

1 5th series, vol. I l l (1886) 27-41. 3 (Carmarthen, 1921) 2-14. 
2 Especially 259-40, 246-7, 330-5. 4 It has since appeared: Arcb. Camb., cv (1956), 81-95. 
5 For the family of Carew, see particularly Dr. Henry Owen, Old Pembroke Families (London, 1902) 10-19. 
6 Brut y Tywysogion, 1105; alternatively spelt Gongarth, Cenarch, etc. See Clark, The Earls, Earldom and 

Castle of Pembroke (Tenby, 1880), 8. [But see also p. 543, Ed.] 
7 No other castle at all, except for the small stone castle of Upton, which belonged to the Roches and Male, 

faunts. 
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of the great Geraldine house of Ireland, David, Bishop of St. David's, and 
Angharad, mother of Giraldus Cambrensis and the de Barri family. Carew is 
said to have been Nest's marriage portion, but this cannot be true; it stands 
far too close to the conquistadores' very headquarters of Pembroke, and was 
always held of the earldom of Pembroke as an honorial barony, by the service 
of five knights.1 Clearly it formed part of the earliest Anglo-Norman conquests. 

For his castle, Gerald chose a waterless position of no great strength over 
half a mile from the parish church, near which a good water-supply could 
certainly have been found, and in all probability a site of comparable strength. 
It is clear that the strategic advantages of the site must have determined his 
choice, for it lies by the side of the Carew River, an arm of Milford Haven, 
close to the highest point reached by the tides. The tidal creek being wide and 
fairly deep as far up as the castle, and the river itself being an inconsiderable 
brook, the site could be reached by large boats — a vital consideration for an 
invader in Wales — while at the same time it stood close beside the lowest 
crossing-place on the river, which must always have carried the road from 
north to south along the side of Milford Haven. The present causeway and 
bridge, about 200 yards from the castle, are relatively recent in construction, 
but there is a modern ford only a quarter of a mile further upstream, so that the 
castle's communications were certainly excellent. 

Gerald is last heard of in 1 1 16 ; 2 his son William lived until 1 173, and left 
three sons, of whom Odo succeeded him, and Raymond went to Ireland — 
like so many of Nest's descendants — to found a branch of the Carew family 
there. Odo was certainly dead by 1207; he left a son William. By this time 
it is probable that the oldest part of the present castle (which we have called the 
Old Tower) was already in existence, and formed part of William's 'house of 
Carrio' when King John, for reasons which do not now appear, seized it when 
passing through Pembroke on his Irish expedition of 12 10- 1 . It was returned 
in 1212,3 and William died soon after, leaving issue, including Richard, who 
succeeded him, and Thomas 'Wallensis' who became Bishop of St. David's in 
1248. 

From this point the line of succession, hitherto preserved by its recital in 
a royal charter in 1207,4 passes out of sight. Nicholas de Carew clearly held the 
Berkshire manor of Moulsford, which had formed part of the family estates 
since the time of Gerald and Nest; he was dead in 1228, when Bertram de 
Criol was granted the guardianship of the manor.5 Presumably Nicholas had 
held Carew as well, and left an infant heir. In 1247 William de Carew held the 
lordship according to Dr. Owen,6 and in 1256 Richard de Carew succeeded his 
uncle Thomas as Bishop of St. David's. Presumably the Richard de Carew who 

1 Cal. Inq. p.m. Ed. II, No. 518 (p. 336). 
2 In connection with the slaying of Nest's lover Owain ap Cadwgan. 
3 Rot. Utt. Patentium ( 1 4 J n o . ) 9 2 . 
4 Rot. Cbartarum (14 Jno.), 186. 
5 Cal. Pat. Rolls, 203. He still held it in 1242-3 (Book of Fees, II, 865, where the deceased is called Eudo de Karro). 6 Op. cit., 14; no actual authority is given for this statement. It is in general difficult to verify Dr. Owen's narrative, for though his erudition is undoubted, he frequently omits to give his authority for a statement. 
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is a signatory to a petition dated at Dublin in 125 81 was a member of the Irish 
branch of the family; the father of Sir Nicholas de Carew, who begins to 
flourish in about 1280, also appears to have been called Richard.2 

There is nothing obscure about Sir Nicholas himself except the date when 
he entered on the lordship. Before his death in 1 3 1 1 he had made himself a 
second founder of both the family and the castle. A distinguished soldier, he 
was followed by a series of warlike descendants, till the family carried its 
battle-honours like a regiment. He also began, and perhaps finished, the great 
medieval reconstruction of the castle. The effigy of a knight in Carew parish 
church is generally believed to be his. 

Sir Nicholas was succeed by his son Sir John, who died in 13 24. His son, 
another Nicholas, died shortly afterwards, and was apparently succeeded by 
his uncle Thomas. Sir John de Carew, Lord Deputy of Ireland, was either son 
or nephew of Thomas; he died in 1362.3 From him the barony descended direct 
from father to son; his own son Leonard died in 1369, Thomas, a most distin-
guished warrior, in 1431, and Nicholas, who married Joan Courtenay, and thus 
acquired lands and interests in Devon, in 1447. 

Two lines of descent begin from Nicholas: his eldest son Thomas and his 
descendants continued to hold the castle until about 1480, when Sir Edmund 
Carew, Thomas' grandson, disposed of it to Rhys ap Thomas; from the fourth 
son, William, descended the Crowcombe branch of the family, who recovered 
the castle in the 17th century, and whose representatives continue to hold it 
today. It is to this 200 years' interruption in the devolution of the castle 
that most of the notable events of its history belong. 

Sir Rhys ap Thomas was already a very powerful landowner with great 
influence in South Wales, when he joined Henry of Richmond almost im-
mediately upon his landing at Dale — a prompt accession of strength which 
was of inestimable value to Henry. With more gratitude than is usually credited 
to him, the new king loaded Rhys with honours, including the Garter, of 
which he was inordinately proud, and kept him in favour for the rest of his 
life. During this period Rhys took his castle in hand, and made it into a chief 
residence fit for a man of his standing. He was little concerned to preserve its 
military strength, even though he lived in a most uncertain period. He had, in 
fact, little need to prepare for a stand in his own castle, since he had control 
of the vastly more powerful fortress of Pembroke only about five miles away. 
The most famous incident in his tenure of the castle is the great tournament 
which he held in 15 07 — possibly the most magnificent entertainment in the 
history of Wales. Both Henry VII and Henry VIII seem to have placed implicit 
trust in Rhys, who was allowed to rule his corner of Wales like a king, and to 

1 Cal. Vat. Rolls, 48. The name de Carew was by this time fairly common on both sides of the Irish Sea. 
2 Owen, op. cit., 14. Here again, no authority is given. 
3 His Inquisitio post mortem (Cal. I. p.m., XI, 300) gives a list of the fees included in the barony: Lawrenny, Knygtheston, Begely and Carue, Geffreiston (Jeffreston) Gumfreston and Wydelok (Wedlock farm) Coytkellas (Coedcanlas), Marteltwy, Milton, Oketon (Upton), Churcheton and Lantegonet (Carew Cheriton and Landig-winnet) Jorbardeston (Jordeston) Sagiston and Willameston Harvill, Lovelleston (Loveston) and three places which challenge identification: Piscarnenew, Goldsmethesangle and Dunnyngiston; with a total service of 1 4 - j knights' fees. 
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die a natural death in 1524. His son, Gruffydd, having predeceased him, he 
was succeeded by his grandson, Rhys ap Gruffydd, whose tenure was short, 
for he was tried for high treason and beheaded in 15 31. There was evidently 
little or no formal justification for the trial, and some writers have made a 
mystery of it. In fact it was rather an administrative than a judicial proceeding; 
both of the Rhyses belonged to that species of over-mighty subjects which 
it was settled Tudor policy to exterminate. For valuable services rendered, and 
because he was a single-hearted Tudor partizan, Rhys the elder had been left 
alone; no such considerations protected his grandson, and Tower Hill was his 
almost inevitable destination. 

On his attainder, a detailed inventory of his property was prepared, of 
which the part relative to the castle is reproduced in Appendix I at the end of 
this paper. 

The castle now passed to the Crown,1 and was granted to Sir John Perrot, 
later Lord Deputy of Ireland, in 15 58.2 Sir John occupied a position of great 
power in South Wales, not far inferior to that of Sir Rhys ap Thomas, and 
like Sir Rhys set to work to bring Carew up to date, starting in 1588. His 'new 
building', the great Elizabethan block along the north side of the castle, was 
structurally complete, but not fitted up internally for habitation, when he was 
tried for high treason in 1592. He was convicted and sentenced to death; 
Elizabeth I, however, refused to sign his death-warrant, and was in fact 
expected to pardon him, when his death in the Tower prevented her.3 Perrot 
died attainted, but as an act of grace, his son Thomas was allowed to succeed. 
Thomas died in 15 94," and the Crown resumed Carew. The castle was by this 
time more of a palace than a stronghold, and more of a white elephant than 
either; only very wealthy and important personages could afford to own it. 

Accordingly, the Queen bestowed it, in 15 97, on Robert Devereux, Earl 
of Essex, for a term of 21 years. The meteoric career and bad end of this 
extremely foolish young man have no bearing on the history of Carew, for he 
let it out to sub-tenants, whom the Crown did not disturb when he was 
attainted in his turn. 

From this point until the Civil War the story of the Castle is that of the 
bickerings of these tenants over the matter of waste, as reflected in a mass of 
Exchequer proceedings5 brought by Sir John Carew of Crowcombe, who had 
begun to interest himself in his ancestral dwelling,6 and for a time held the lease 
from the Crown. 

1 Rhys' widow Katherine seems to have been allowed her jointure, though she herself was attainted in 1542; she died in 1554. 
2 He was appointed 'keeper' in this year; later he appears as proprietor. 
3 The trial appears to have been exceptionally scandalous; Sir John, moreover, was commonly supposed to be an adulterine son of Henry VIII, and so a half-brother to the Queen. He was certainly proved guilty of the grossest sort of lese-majeste, and it is not surprising that Elizabeth was in no hurry to issue the pardon. 
4 It is doubtful if he had anything to do with the castle. 
5 Public Record Office, E.178/208, E.178/5866, and E.134, 13 Jas. I Mich. 31, 16 Jas. I Easter 23, 9 Chas I. Easter 3, and 9 Chas. I. Mich. 1. We do not pretend to have explored the enormous pile of depositions in the last four bundles. 
6 He was not the first of his family to do so; Sir George Carew of the senior branch, later Earl of Totnes (the grandson of the Sir Edmund who parted with the property), was angling for it in 1601, suggesting innocently that it brought bad luck to everyone but the Carew family. 
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We learn from the report of one inquest, taken in 1610,1 that Essex held the 
castle for two years and had then let it to Sir Francis Meyrick for three months, 
to Rees Phillips, Esq., for a year, and finally to Edward Webb, gentleman, who 
held it for three months, and then for three years longer — presumably as 
Crown tenant, after the attainder of Essex — before selling his tenancy to Sir 
John Carew, who was still in possession.2 

This should be the end of the castle's migrations; Sir John had acquired 
other property locally,3 and was clearly setting up as a notable of the county. 
He was sheriff in 1623, and on his death in 1637 was buried in Carew parish 
church. Nevertheless, Spurrell is mistaken in thinking that the unbroken Carew 
ownership begins with Sir John; in a deposition of 1634 we are told that he 
held the estate for 15 years only, approximately from 1604 to 1619,4 in which 
latter year Sir John Phillips of Picton Castle is described as the tenant. Phillips 
and his son Sir Richard (the defendant of 1634) continued to hold the castle 
down to the Civil War.5 

It seems possible that Sir John Carew found the castle too expensive; 
and in fact none of the tenants seem to have been able to keep it in repair. 
Some hardly tried; Webb, in particular, seems to have been a mere pillager, who 
made away with 400 of the 904 'firr borde' intended for the woodwork of 
Perrot's buildings, and whose misdeeds were condemned by an inquest of 
1607-8.6 

Throughout the whole of these proceedings there are repeated references 
to the water-supply system, whose lead pipes and tanks constituted a standing 
temptation to the cupidity of any tenant. 

Carew was dependent on water piped from about a mile away; there is no 
mention of any well, and it appears that here, as at Pembroke (which also 
stands on a limestone bluff beside a tidal estuary) a well would almost certainly 
yield brackish water. Militarily, this was a disadvantage, though not so grave 
at Carew as in a great strategic fortress like Pembroke. By means of the system, 
water was laid on in the kitchen and the fountain in the courtyard (the 'fair 
lavatory' of 15 31); in the bailey there was a water point at the stable and 
apparently others at the bakehouse and brewhouse. 

In April 1616 evidence was given by John Seamer of Cosheston, yeoman, 
as to the state of the premises before Webb's tenancy. He testified, inter alia: 

t h a t t h e s e v e r a l l r o o m e s i n t h e n e w b u y l d i n g e w e r e o v e r l a y e d w i t h l o n g e n e w b o o r d e s 

b u t t w e r e n o t f a s t e n e d ; t h e C o n d u y t e i n t h e C o u r t a l e d g w a s t h e n a l s o i n g o o d r e p a i r e 

a n d t h e w a t e r a l w a i e s t h e n r u n n i n g t h e r e a n d i n t h e k y t c h i n g a n d a t t t h e s t a b l e a n d t h a t 

a l l t h e p i p e s o f L e a d w c h c a r i e d t h e W a t e r t o t h o s e p l a c e s f r o m t h e W e l l h a e d a b o u t e 

t h e s p a c e o f a m y l l e w e r e v e r y s o u n d e a n d s t a n c h a n d s o w e r e l e f t w h e n t h e s a i d S r . 

F r a u n c e s M e y r i c k w e n t . 7 

1 P.R.O., E.i 78/208, membrane 6. 
2 The inquest also reported that the castle had decayed somewhat between Perrot's time and that of Essex, that the 'new building' was in decay when Webb entered, and remained so; and that £200 would be needed to put the castle in repair. 
3 Howton, Somerton and Pincheston; Spurrell, op. cit., 42-3. 
4 P.R.O., E.134, 9 Chas. I Easter 3. Essex apparently had a 21 years' lease; this would expire in 1618. 
5 Owen, op. cit., 7, 17. 
6 P.R.O., E.178/208, membranes 22, 23. 
7 Ibid., membrane 8. 

1 
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Mention is also made of the buildings in the bailey or base-court; as in 15 31 
there were barn, stable, brewhouse and bakehouse; no mention is made of the 
forge, but there were now also a poultry house, slaughterhouse, and falconer's 
house there.1 

Another document of the same date mentions some of the chambers in 
the castle proper: the Bell Chamber, St. Thomas', or Sir Thomas' Chamber,2 

the vault chamber under it, the pastry under the kitchen, and the porch chamber 
over the gatehouse. The tiles over the kitchen needed repair, and there was 
also an ominous warning that the great bay window of the great hall 'vauted 
and wrought in free stone', would shortly fall down and be utterly spoiled if 
not seen to. A survey taken of the castle in 1631-2 contains a description which 
is here reproduced in Appendix II. 

In 1634 Sir John Carew, whether to avoid being charged with waste, or 
because he still hoped to acquire the castle, accused Sir Richard Phillips of 
destroying the water-system which he claimed to have set in order.3 

George Carew, Sir John's son, was sheriff of Pembrokeshire in 1640, but 
the Carews played no part in the Civil War in the county. The Phillipses were 
Parliamentarians, but Carew was held for the King.4 It was garrisoned first by 
Lord Carbery, with about fifty musketeers, in the autumn of 1643, and surren-
dered rather tamely to Rowland Laugharne, the Parliamentary commander, on 
10th March, 1644. On the arrival in South Wales of the redoubtable Col. Sir 
Charles Gerard for the King, Laugharne withdrew hurriedly into Pembroke, 
abandoning Carew, which Gerard garrisoned in May 1645. Upon his recall 
into England, Laugharne once more had matters to himself, and cleared the 
county of the royalists. On 9th August he reported that he was bringing up 
his guns before Carew; on 13th September he was able to announce the capture 
of the castle, together with Picton and Manorbier. There is a maddening lack 
of information about this siege; Laugharne is said to have stormed the castle, 
but there seems to be no narrative of the operations. The main structure of 
the castle is breached on the south, but this has quite clearly been done by a 
mine. Possibly a relatively small breach made by the guns of the besiegers was 
enlarged by a mine sprung after the capture of the castle, with the object of 
slighting it. 

It is clear that the castle was inhabited after the Civil War; Spurrell suggests 
that it was finally abandoned between 1686, when George Carew is mentioned 
as 'of the castle of Carew', and 1687, when his widow Katherine, granting 
leases of portions of the Carew estate, is described as 'of Crowcombe'. The 
Carews enjoyed their own again only when neglect and war had made a ruin of it. 

Such traces of late habitation as there are suggest an occupation of farm-
house type by tenants; it was not long in any case before the castle was aban-
doned altogether. No attempt was ever made at rebuilding on a substantial 

1 Ibid., membrane 7. 
2 Probably rede Sir Rhys ap Thomas' Chamber, and perhaps to be identified with the dining room in the east block. 
3 P.R.O., E.i34, 9 Chas. I. Easter 3. * See Leach, History of the Civil War in Pembrokeshire (London 1937) 60, 83, 107, 111, 112. 
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scale. As a ruin it has been treated with exceptional respect; earlier owners, 
it is true, permitted the natural course of decay to continue, but the good 
condition of such vulnerable parts as parapets shows that they were largely 
successful in preventing its use as a quarry. Much of the ashlar and almost all 
the straight stair-treads in the castle, however, have been removed, apparently 
in the course of a single campaign of pillage for commercial purposes. In the 
1880's the owner brought in Mr. J . R. Cobb, an authority on castles, and 
indeed a collector of them, who did some work on the building, and published 
a paper on it,1 but reported that the fabric was past repair. Fortunately the 
owners rejected this despairing counsel, and a great deal of underpinning, etc., 
has been done where it was needed. 

D E S C R I P T I O N 

The site of the Castle 
T h e c a s t l e s t a n d s o n t h e S . b a n k o f t h e C a r e w R i v e r a b o u t 2 0 0 y a r d s f r o m t h e W . , o r 

d o w n s t r e a m , s i d e o f t h e b r i d g e , at a p o i n t w h e r e t h e e s t u a r y is f r i n g e d b y a l i m e s t o n e b l u f f 
s o m e 1 5 o r 2 0 f t . h i g h , f o l l o w i n g t h e s h o r e a l ittle d i s t a n c e f r o m t h e w a t e r ' s e d g e , t o b r e a k o f f 
s h o r t a s t h e r i v e r c u r v e s s o u t h w a r d . T h e site is f u r t h e r i s o l a t e d b y a f o l d i n t h e g r o u n d o n 
t h e s o u t h , b u t t h i s is n o t a v e r y g r e a t o b s t a c l e , a n d t h e e a s t s i d e is p e r f e c t l y l e v e l . T h e p o s i t i o n 
is t h u s o n l y m o d e r a t e l y s t r o n g b y n a t u r e , a n d m u s t h a v e b e e n c h o s e n , as w e h a v e m e n t i o n e d , 
f o r i ts l o c a l s t r a t e g i c a d v a n t a g e s . 

T h e r e a r e t w o s t o n e w a r d s a n d o n e l a r g e b a i l e y , n o w o n l y a n e a r t h w o r k , a r r a n g e d i n 
l i n e w i t h t h e i n n e r w a r d at t h e w e s t e n d , a n d e a c h e n c l o s u r e o c c u p y i n g t h e f u l l w i d t h o f t h e 
r i d g e — a v e r y n o r m a l d i s p o s i t i o n . 

The Bailey 
T h e p r e s e n t a p p r o a c h t o t h e c a s t l e is a l o n g t h e t o p o f t h e r i d g e f r o m t h e c u s t o d i a n ' s h u t 

o p p o s i t e t h e C a r e w I n n . T h e p a t h s o o n c r o s s e s a s l i g h t u n d u l a t i o n i n t h e g r o u n d , n o t m a r k e d 
o n t h e O . S . m a p s ; t h i s is all t h a t r e m a i n s o f t h e d e f e n c e s o f t h e b a i l e y , w h i c h o n c e e n c l o s e d 
s u c h a r e m a r k a b l e n u m b e r o f o f f i c e s a n d o u t b u i l d i n g s . O f t h e s e last v i r t u a l l y n o t h i n g r e m a i n s : 
a f e w f r a g m e n t s b u i l t u p i n t h e w a l l e d e n c l o s u r e — • p r e s u m a b l y a g a r d e n o n c e , b u t n o w o n l y 
a f o w l - r u n — w h i c h o c c u p i e s t h e N . E . c o r n e r o f t h e b a i l e y , a n d f a i n t m a r k s o f a b u i l d i n g 
W . o f t h e g a r d e n , a n d a n o t h e r at t h e e n t r a n c e t o t h e b a i l e y . N o d o u b t a l m o s t al l o f t h e s e 
b u i l d i n g s w e r e o f w o o d . 

T h e b a i l e y i t s e l f c a n n e v e r h a v e b e e n o f a n y s e r i o u s m i l i t a r y s i g n i f i c a n c e , e v e n t h o u g h 
it w a s c l e a r l y w a l l e d , f o r m i n g t h e o u t e r o f t h e ' t w o c o u r t s w a l l e d w i t h s t o n e b e f o r e t h e 
e n t r a n c e ' m e n d o n e d i n 1 6 3 1 - 2 . A t p r e s e n t t h e s c a r p o f i ts b a n k is 6 f t . h i g h at t h e b e s t , m o r e 
n o r m a l l y 4 f t . o r l e s s ; e v e n o n t h e f a v o u r a b l e g r o u n d t o t h e S . i t is l i tt le o r n o s t r o n g e r . A s 
t o t h e b a s e c o u r t b u i l d i n g s , t h e i r c o m p l e t e d e s t r u c t i o n m a y w e l l d a t e f r o m t h e C i v i l W a r , w h e n 
t h e y w o u l d h a v e m a s k e d t h e fire f r o m t h e c a s t l e a n d its o u t w o r k s . 

The Castle — General Description and External Appearance 
T h e c a s t l e f o r m s i n p l a n a r a t h e r i r r e g u l a r q u a d r i l a t e r a l , t a k i n g its f o r m f r o m t h e s h a p e 

o f t h e r i d g e w h i c h n a r r o w s t o w a r d s t h e W . T h e N . W . a n g l e is m a r k e d l y o b t u s e , a n d t h e W . 
s i d e , f o l l o w i n g t h e l i n e o f t h e s t e e p a n d r o c k y e x t r e m i t y o f t h e r i d g e , f a c e s a l m o s t N . W . T h e r e 
a r e a t p r e s e n t t o w e r s o n t h r e e o f t h e a n g l e s . T h e f o u r t h a n g l e — t h e N . E . — w i l l r e q u i r e 
f u r t h e r d i s c u s s i o n ; at p r e s e n t it n e e d o n l y b e s a i d t h a t i t is n o t c a p p e d i n t h e s a m e f a s h i o n . 

T h e c a s t l e ' s o u t e r d e f e n c e s c o v e r t h e E . s i d e , o c c u p y i n g a n a r r o w a r e a b e t w e e n t h e 
b a i l e y a n d t h e g r e a t q u a d r a n g l e o f t h e i n n e r w a r d ; t h e r e a r e t w o l i n e s o f w a l l , a d i t c h , a n d t h e 
r u i n s o f a C i v i l W a r r a v e l i n . 

1 Arch. Camb., 5 ser., ni (1886), 27-41. 
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T h e f o u r s i d e s o f t h e m a i n w a r d a r e s t r o n g l y c o n t r a s t e d i n e x t e r n a l a p p e a r a n c e . T h e 

E . f r o n t ( F i g . 2 ) e x h i b i t s a n u m b e r o f s i n g u l a r f e a t u r e s , a n d h a s e v i d e n d y h a d a m o s t c o m p l e x 

h i s t o r y o f c o n s t r u c t i o n — i n d e e d , t h e p r o b l e m s f a c i n g t h e s t u d e n t o f C a r e w a r e a l m o s t a l l 

p o s e d b y t h i s f r o n t a n d t h e h i g h b l o c k o f b u i l d i n g b e h i n d it . A t i t s S . e n d s t a n d s t h e S . E . 

T o w e r , a r a t h e r l o w h a l f - r o u n d t o w e r o f i r r e g u l a r s h a p e , s t a n d i n g s i d e w a y s t o t h e a p p r o a c h ; 

a n d a t t h e o p p o s i t e e n d t h e r e is a g r e a t t h r e e - s t o r e y s e m i - c i r c u l a r p r o j e c t i o n , i n g e n e r a l a p p e a r -

a n c e v e r y m u c h l i k e a r o u n d t o w e r b u t h a v i n g a s t r o n g E l i z a b e t h a n c h a r a c t e r i n al l i ts d e t a i l . 

B e t w e e n t h e t w o r u n s a n u n u s u a l l y l o f t y c u r t a i n , b a c k e d b y a t a l l r a n g e o f b u i l d i n g s ; t h e r e a r e 

t h r e e s t o r e y s i n t h i s b l o c k b u t t h e floors a r e n o t o n t h e s a m e l e v e l t h r o u g h o u t n o r i s t h e l i n e 

o f t h e p a r a p e t c o n t i n u o u s . N e a r t h e S . e n d o f t h e c u r t a i n i s t h e g a t e w a y ; t o w a r d s t h e N . is 

t h e b o l d s e m i - o c t a g o n a l p r o j e c t i o n o f t h e C h a p e l T o w e r , flanked b y t w o l o f t y t u r r e t s , t h e l a r g e r , 

t o t h e N . , b e i n g s q u a r e a n d o f u n u s u a l s i z e , f o u r s t o r e y s h i g h . 

T h e S . f a c e , s e e n f r o m t h e h o l l o w a l o n g s i d e t h e r i d g e , p r e s e n t s a v e r y d i f f e r e n t p i c t u r e ; 

f o r h e r e t h e d a m a g e d o n e i n t h e C i v i l W a r is t o b e s e e n . F r o m i m m e d i a t e l y a l o n g s i d e t h e 

S . E . T o w e r — w h i c h i t s e l f h a s r e q u i r e d e x t e n s i v e r e p a i r i n r e c e n t t i m e s — t h e c u r t a i n h a s 

v a n i s h e d , a n d i s r e p l a c e d b y a m o d e r n w a l l , a l i t t le i n a d v a n c e o f t h e o r i g i n a l . A t t h e f a r e n d 

o f t h i s c o m e s t h e s o l i d b a s e o f a s m a l l r e c t a n g u l a r t u r r e t , i ts s u p e r s t r u c t u r e b a d l y r u i n e d , a n d 

b e y o n d a g a i n a l o w , u n d a m a g e d p i e c e o f w a l l i n g , w i t h t h e w i n d o w s o f a s m a l l b u i l d i n g i n it , 

a t t h e e n d o f w h i c h t h e c u r t a i n r i s e s s h a r p l y t o f o r m t h e e n d - w a l l o f a l o f t y a n d i m p o r t a n t 

b u i l d i n g , w i t h a g r e a t w i n d o w , n o w m u t i l a t e d , h i g h u p i n i t s f a c e . T h i s i m p o s i n g b u i l d i n g 

c o n t a i n i n g t h e g r e a t h a l l o c c u p i e s t h e w h o l e W . s i d e o f t h e c a s t l e . 

T h e W . f a c e h a s a t e i t h e r e n d a g r e a t r o u n d t o w e r o f t h r e e s t o r e y s r i s i n g f r o m a s q u a r e 

b a s e w i t h e n o r m o u s a n g l e - s p u r s w h i c h r e a c h t o f i r s t floor l e v e l . T h e t o w e r s r i s e a b o v e t h e 

i n t e r m e d i a t e c u r t a i n a n d t h e s t r u c t u r e i s c l e a r l y b a s i c a l l y m e d i e v a l i n s p i t e o f t h e f a c t t h a t a l m o s t 

e v e r y a r c h i t e c t u r a l f e a t u r e h a s b e e n a l t e r e d . T h e p a r a p e t s h a v e b e e n r e b u i l t i n a T u d o r t a s t e , 

w i t h t o y m e r l o n s a n d u s e l e s s c r e n e l l e s , a n d al l t h e o p e n i n g s s a v e t h e s m a l l e s t h a v e b e e n 

r e c o n s t r u c t e d a s w i n d o w s o f a r a t h e r m e c h a n i c a l T u d o r G o t h i c , w i t h t w o o r t h r e e l i g h t s u n d e r 

a s q u a r e h e a d o r a f o u r - c e n t r e d a r c h . A b o v e t h e f o u r - c e n t r e d h e a d s o f t h e w i n d o w s i n t h e 

c u r t a i n a r e t o b e s e e n t h e t a l l e r a n d m o r e p o i n t e d h e a d s o f a n e a r l i e r r a n g e . I t is c l e a r t h a t w e 

h a v e h e r e a m e d i e v a l h a l l , flanked a t e a c h e n d b y a t o w e r , t h e w h o l e h a v i n g u n d e r g o n e a 

c o n s i d e r a b l e r e c o n s t r u c t i o n i n e a r l y T u d o r t i m e s a t t h e h a n d s o f S i r R h y s a p T h o m a s , b u t 

n e v e r t h e l e s s p r e s e r v i n g i t s g e n e r a l s h a p e u n a l t e r e d . 

T h e N . f r o n t o f t h e c a s t l e is f o r m e d b y t h e g r e a t t h r e e - s t o r e y b l o c k o f S i r J o h n P e r r o t ' s 

E l i z a b e t h a n p a l a c e , w i t h i t s t w o b i g p r o j e c t i n g o r i e l s . O n t h e W . i t a b u t s a g a i n s t t h e b i g 

N . W . T o w e r , s t a n d i n g l e v e l w i t h t h e p a r a p e t o f t h e l a t t e r ; o n t h e E . i t e n d s i n t h e g r e a t 

r o u n d e d b a y t h a t h a s a l r e a d y b e e n m e n t i o n e d a s o c c u p y i n g t h e N . e n d o f t h e E . f r o n t . I t is 

e v i d e n t t h a t t h i s i s n o t , a n d n e v e r w a s , a n y s o r t o f r o u n d t o w e r ; i t m e r e l y f o r m s t h e t e r m i n a t i o n 

o f t h e E l i z a b e t h a n b l o c k , a n d is e n t i r e l y P e r r o t ' s w o r k . 1 

T h e g e n e r a l a r r a n g e m e n t o f t h e c a s t l e , t h e r e f o r e , is s e e n t o c o n s i s t o f t w o b l o c k s o f 

b u i l d i n g o n t h e E . a n d W . , b o t h m e d i e v a l i n o r i g i n , a n d b o t h l a r g e l y a l t e r e d b y S i r R h y s a p 

T h o m a s . T h e y d o n o t j o i n e i t h e r o n t h e N . , w h e r e t h e o l d e r c o n s t r u c t i o n h a s b e e n s w e p t 

a w a y t o m a k e r o o m f o r P e r r o t ' s b u i l d i n g s , o r o n t h e S . , w h e r e t h e g r e a t b r e a c h i n t e r r u p t s 

t h e p e r i m e t e r . 

The Outer Defences — the Ravelin and the Ditch 
L i k e a l m o s t al l c a s t l e s o n r i d g e s i t e s , C a r e w h a s i ts d e f e n c e s d i s p o s e d i n s u c c e s s i o n o n 

t h e a p p r o a c h a b l e s i d e . T h e first o f t h e s e d e f e n s i v e w o r k s , a p a r t f r o m t h e w e a k l i n e o f t h e 

b a i l e y , is n o w r e p r e s e n t e d b y t w o r u i n o u s l i n e s o f w a l l f o r m i n g a V - s h a p e d e n c l o s u r e i n f r o n t 

o f t h e g a t e h o u s e o f t h e o u t e r w a r d — a n o b v i o u s C i v i l W a r r a v e l i n , a n d l o n g r e c o g n i z e d a s 

s u c h ; t h e r e i s a s i m i l a r o n e , r a t h e r l e s s w e l l - p r e s e r v e d , i n f r o n t o f t h e g a t e o f M a n o r b i e r c a s t l e . 

L i t t l e e n o u g h r e m a i n s o f t h e p r e s e n t w o r k ; s l i g h t i n g o r q u a r r y i n g , o r b o t h , h a v e r e d u c e d i t s 

flanks t o s h a p e l e s s a n d l a r g e l y u n f a c e d s t u m p s o f w a l l , a n d n o t h i n g i s l e f t o f i t s d i t c h . 

1 Nor does it bond with any medieval part of the castle; there can be no question of accepting the suggestion put forward by some writers — but decisively rejected by Canon Spurrell (op. cit., p. 4) — that this is part of a medieval tower grafted on to Perrot's buildings. 
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T h e S . f a c e is s l i g h t l y a n g l e d ; t h e g a t e w a s w h e r e t h e N . f a c e , o f w h i c h v e r y l i t t l e 

r e m a i n s , r e t u r n s u p o n t h e c o u n t e r s c a r p o f t h e d i t c h . T r a c e s o f a p a v e d g u n - p l a t f o r m a b o u t 

1 0 f t . w i d e r e m a i n i n s i d e t h e S . f a c e , t h e p a r a p e t i n f r o n t b e i n g a b o u t 6 f t . t h i c k . 

T h e c a s d e d i t c h i s n o t t h e s i m p l e d e e p a n d s t e e p - s i d e d n o t c h , c u t i n t o t h e r o c k o f t h e 

r i d g e a n d r u n n i n g o u t o n i t s s l o p e s , w h i c h o n e w o u l d e x p e c t i n a m e d i e v a l d e f e n c e . N o d o u b t 

it o r i g i n a l l y t o o k t h i s f o r m , a n d s o m e p a r t o f i t r e m a i n s a t t h e S . e n d , u n d e r t h e flank o f t h e 

r a v e l i n . T h e p r e s e n t d i t c h , e x t e n d i n g N . E . f r o m t h e o u t e r g a t e , s t o p s s h o r t s o m e i o y d s . 

f r o m t h e s l o p e o f t h e r i d g e ; i t a l s o l e a v e s a s l i g h t l e d g e o r b e r m , 5 o r 6 f t . w i d e , a t t h e f o o t 

o f t h e o u t e r w a r d c u r t a i n . I t i s s h a l l o w , w i t h s i d e s r e v e t t e d i n m a s o n r y , a n d h a s t h e a p p e a r a n c e 

o f a d r i e d - u p h o r s e p o n d o f t h e m o r e s o p h i s t i c a t e d s o r t ; i t c l e a r l y e x i s t e d i n t h e s a m e f o r m i n 

1 5 3 1 , w h e n it is d e s c r i b e d a s ' a d y k e o f 2 0 f e e t b r o a d c o u n t e r - m u r e d ' . P r e s u m a b l y i t w a s 

r e v e t t e d a n d p a r t l y f i l l e d i n b y S i r R h y s a p T h o m a s a s p a r t o f h i s h i g h l y u n w a r l i k e p r o g r a m m e 

o f b u i l d i n g . 

The Outer Ward and Gatehouse 

B e h i n d t h e r a v e l i n a n d t h e d i t c h t h e r i d g e i s c r o s s e d f r o m s i d e t o s i d e b y a s t r a i g h t 

c u r t a i n w a l l s o m e 1 6 0 f t . l o n g a n d 1 2 f t . h i g h , w i t h o u t a n y o t h e r flanking t h a n t h e r e c t a n g u l a r 

o u t e r g a t e h o u s e w h i c h p r o j e c t s f r o m i t s f r o n t ; t h i s w a l l f o r m s t h e f r o n t o f a n a r r o w e n c l o s u r e , 

s o m e 4 0 t o 5 0 f t . a c r o s s , w h i c h l ies a t t h e f o o t o f t h e m a i n d e f e n c e s o n t h e E . , a n d c o v e r s t h e m 

e x a c t l y a s o n e s i d e o f t h e o u t e r w a r d o f s u c h a c a s t l e a s B e a u m a r i s o r t h e T o w e r o f L o n d o n 

c o v e r s i ts i n n e r l i n e o f w a l l s a n d t o w e r s . I n o t h e r w o r d s , w e h a v e h e r e a t y p i c a l e x a m p l e o f 

concentric defence, a p p l i e d t o o n e s i d e o f t h e c a s t l e o n l y — t h a t w h e r e i t w a s m o s t n e e d e d — 

a l w a y s p r o v i d e d t h a t t h i s w a r d f o r m s p a r t o f t h e m e d i e v a l p l a n a n d is n o t s i m p l y a n o t h e r o f 

t h e n o v e l t i e s p l a c e d a c r o s s t h e a p p r o a c h b y C i v i l W a r o r o t h e r l a t e h a n d s . O n p l a n , i n d e e d , 

t h e p l a i n a n g u l a r e n c l o s u r e o f t h e o u t e r w a r d c e r t a i n l y d o e s n o t l o o k m e d i e v a l ; b u t t h e r e 

a r e t h r e e v e r y g o o d r e a s o n s f o r h o l d i n g i t t o b e s o : f i r s t , b e c a u s e t h e e a r l y T u d o r g a t e h o u s e 

h a s q u i t e e v i d e n t l y b e e n b u i l t o n t o i t ; s e c o n d l y , b e c a u s e t h e r e t u r n a t i t s S . e n d b o n d s w i t h 

t h e S . E . T o w e r , o n e o f t h e e a r l i e s t p a r t s o f t h e g r e a t m e d i e v a l b u i l d ; a n d finally, b e c a u s e o f 

t h e a u t h e n t i c c h a r a c t e r o f i t s p a r a p e t . T h r o u g h o u t t h e c a s t l e a s a w h o l e t h e b a t t l e m e n t s — 

w h i c h a r e r e m a r k a b l y c o m p l e t e — a r e a l m o s t al l T u d o r d u m m i e s o f v e r y r e d u c e d s i z e ; o n l y 

u p o n t h e S . E . a n d C h a p e l T o w e r s , a n d t h e n o r t h e r n p a r t o f t h e o u t e r w a r d c u r t a i n , a r e t h e r e 

g e n u i n e b a t t l e m e n t s b e h i n d w h i c h m e n c o u l d s h e l t e r a n d fight. A l l o f t h e s e a r e v e r y s i m i l a r , 

w i t h w i d e m e r l o n s p i e r c e d b y l o o p s ; o n t h e t o w e r s t h e l a t t e r a r e p l a i n , o n t h e o u t e r c u r t a i n 

t h e y h a v e a s h o r t c r o s s - a r m ; al l a r e s i m p l y m a d e , n o c u t s t o n e b e i n g u s e d . I n a l l c a s e s t h e 

e m b r a s u r e s h a v e b e e n p a r t l y o r c o m p l e t e l y b l o c k e d ; t h e b l o c k i n g o f t h e m i d d l e e m b r a s u r e s 

o f t h e o u t e r w a r d w a l l c o n t a i n s s m a l l r e c t a n g u l a r m u s k e t - l o o p s — c l e a r l y a C i v i l W a r 

e x p e d i e n t . T h i s flimsy, e x p o s e d o u t e r c u r t a i n h a s t h e r e f o r e s u r v i v e d , a l m o s t i n i t s e n t i r e t y , 

t h e s i e g e o f 1 6 4 5 a n d a f u l l t w o c e n t u r i e s o f n e g l e c t t h e r e a f t e r ; i f t h i s is t h e c a s e , w e n e e d n o t 

b e s u r p r i s e d a t i t s h a v i n g l a s t e d f r o m t h e l a t e 1 3 t h c e n t u r y t o t h e m i d d l e 1 7 t h , a p e r i o d d u r i n g 

w h i c h t h e c a s d e s u f f e r e d r e l a t i v e l y l i t t l e f r o m n e g l e c t . S o u t h o f t h e g a t e h o u s e , i n d e e d , t h e 

c u r t a i n h a s l o s t i t s f e a t u r e s , a n d m u c h o f t h e u p p e r p a r t o f i t is m o d e r n ; h e r e it m a y w e l l 

h a v e s u f f e r e d i n t h e s i e g e . 

T h e t w o - s t o r e y g a t e h o u s e h a s s u f f e r e d i n m u c h t h e s a m e w a y ; a l m o s t e v e r y f e a t u r e o f 

i t h a s b e e n r e p a i r e d i n m o d e r n times, b u t i t s c h a r a c t e r i s st i l l p l a i n l y e n o u g h t h a t o f t h e e a r l y 

T u d o r w o r k a t C a r e w ; i n p a r t i c u l a r , t h e c o r b e l - t a b l e a c r o s s t h e f r o n t a t first floor l e v e l , s e r v i n g 

a m e r e l y o r n a m e n t a l p u r p o s e , is a t y p i c a l f e a t u r e o f t h e w o r k o f R h y s . 

T h e d e f e n c e s o f t h e e n t r a n c e p a s s a g e a r e n o t p o w e r f u l ; a t e a c h e n d t h e r e a r e j a m b s f o r a 

p a i r o f d o o r s , b u t t h e r e i s r e a s o n t o b e l i e v e t h a t o n l y a s i n g l e p a i r w a s e v e r h u n g h e r e a t o n e 

t i m e . T h e r e i s a s t r a i g h t j o i n t b e t w e e n t h e f r o n t p a r t o f t h e p a s s a g e a n d t h e i n n e r p o r t i o n ; 

t h e l a t t e r c o r r e s p o n d s t o t h e o r i g i n a l c u r t a i n o f t h e w a r d , a n d t h e i n n e r g a t e , o f w h i c h p o r t i o n s 

o f t h e j a m b s r e m a i n , w i l l h a v e b e e n t h e o r i g i n a l g a t e t o t h e o u t e r w a r d . A s i s u s u a l l y f o u n d 

i n t h e g a t e s o f c o n c e n t r i c d e f e n c e s , i t w a s n o t p a r t i c u l a r l y s t r o n g ; t h e r e is n o p o r t c u l l i s g r o o v e , 

b u t t h e d o o r s w e r e s u p p l i e d w i t h a s e t o f t h r e e m a s s i v e b a r s n o l e s s t h a n 1 1 i n . s q u a r e ; t h e 

b a r - h o l e s a r e a b o u t a f o o t b a c k f r o m t h e d o o r - j a m b s , s u g g e s t i n g t h a t t h e d o o r s c a r r i e d s o m e 

k i n d o f h e a v y r e i n f o r c e m e n t . T h e c u r t a i n w a s t h i c k e n e d a r o u n d t h e g a t e ; i t w i l l n a t u r a l l y 
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h a v e s t o o d a g o o d d e a l h i g h e r h e r e , b u t o f t h e a u x i l i a r y d e f e n c e s a t t h i s p o i n t n o t h i n g r e m a i n s 

e x c e p t a n a r r o w - s l i t ( ( I ) F i g . i ) i n t h e c u r t a i n t o t h e S . , b l o c k e d b y t h e s t a i r t o t h e first floor 

o f t h e g a t e h o u s e . 

T h i s first floor r o o m w a s a p o r t e r ' s l o d g e ; i t h a s n o m i l i t a r y f e a t u r e s w h a t e v e r , a n d i t s 

o p e n i n g s a r e i n a n y c a s e e n t i r e l y r e b u i l t . I t is e n t e r e d b y a s t a i r — n o w c o m p l e t e l y r o b b e d 

o f i t s t r e a d s , l i k e m o s t o f t h e s t r a i g h t s t a i r s i n t h e c a s t l e — a l o n g t h e E . c u r t a i n . T h e r e i s a 

w i n d o w i n e a c h o f t h e f o u r w a l l s , w i t h a fireplace i n t h e N . w a l l , a n d a n e w e l s t a i r l e a d i n g t o 

t h e r o o f i n t h e N . W . c o r n e r , w h i c h h a s a n u n p l e a s a n t l i t t l e l a t r i n e c o n t r i v e d u n d e r i t . T h e 

s t a i r is h o u s e d i n a p o l y g o n a l t u r r e t , c o r b e l l e d o u t , a n d p a r t l y s u p p o r t e d b y t h e r e c t a n g u l a r 

p r o j e c t i o n f o r m e d b y t h e flank o f t h e o r i g i n a l g a t e . 

T o w a r d s t h e N . e n d o f t h e o u t e r w a r d is a s m a l l n a r r o w p o s t e r n i n t h e c u r t a i n ; i t s a r c h 

i s a l m o s t t r i a n g u l a r , i n t h e E d w a r d i a n m a n n e r . I t h a s b e e n c a r e f u l l y w a l l e d u p , p o s s i b l y a s 

p a r t o f t h e p r e p a r a t i o n s f o r t h e C i v i l W a r d e f e n c e , b u t m u c h m o r e p r o b a b l y — a s t h e g o o d 

m a s o n r y o f t h e b l o c k i n g s u g g e s t s — a t t h e s a m e t i m e a s t h e d i t c h a n d m a i n g a t e w e r e r e m o d e l l e d 

b y R h y s . 

T h e c u r t a i n i s c o n s t r u c t e d i n t w o t h i c k n e s s e s ; t h e o u t e r a n d n a r r o w e r , w h i c h is c a r r i e d 

u p t o f o r m t h e p a r a p e t , is o f g o o d a n d s o u n d m a s o n r y ; t h e i n n e r , w h i c h c a r r i e s t h e w a l l - w a l k , 

i s o f s t o n e l a i d i n c l a y , w i t h l i t t l e o r n o c e m e n t — a m e t h o d o f c o n s t r u c t i o n a l s o u s e d i n t h e 

w a r d o f t h e s m a l l i 4 t h - c e n t u r y c a s t l e o f C a n d l e s t o n , i n G l a m o r g a n . S o u t h o f t h e g a t e t h e 

c l a y - l a i d b a c k i n g i s m i s s i n g f o r s o m e d i s t a n c e , t o r e a p p e a r a g a i n s t t h e S . c u r t a i n , w h e r e it 

c a r r i e s t h e r e m a i n s o f a s t a i r w h i c h f o r m e r l y g a v e a c c e s s t o t h e first floor r o o m i n t h e S . E . 

T o w e r 1 b y w a y o f a d o o r , n o w p a r t l y w a l l e d u p . A s t h i s s t a i r w a s c o m p l e t e l y e x p o s e d t o 

v i e w f r o m o u t s i d e t h e c a s t l e , i t i s c l e a r l y a p o s t - m i l i t a r y f e a t u r e ; t h e o r i g i n a l a c c e s s t o t h e w a l l 

l e d o u t o f t h e r o o m b e l o w , a n d t h e t o p o f i t s a r c h is st i l l v i s i b l e a b o v e t h e r e m a i n s o f t h e s t a i r . 

A t t h e o t h e r e n d o f t h e w a r d , t h e N . c u r t a i n h a s b e e n b r o k e n o f f , a n d c o n n e c t e d t o t h e 

m u c h l a t e r b a y o f P e r r o t ' s b u i l d i n g s b y a c r o o k e d w a l l ( ( 2 ) F i g . i ) . T h e c u r t a i n i t s e l f is s i m i l a r 

i n c h a r a c t e r t o t h e m a i n c u r t a i n , o r r a t h e r t o i ts c e m e n t e d f a c i n g , t h e c l a y - l a i d p o r t i o n b e i n g 

r u i n e d ; m o s t u n e x p e c t e d l y , i t p r o j e c t s b e y o n d t h e E . c u r t a i n , w h i c h a b u t s a g a i n s t i t i n a v e r y 

o p e n j o i n t ( 3 ) . I n s p i t e o f t h i s , t h e t w o a r e q u i t e o b v i o u s l y c o n t e m p o r a r y ; t h e j o i n t is n o 

d o u b t a r e s u l t o f t h e r e l a t i v e l y s l a p d a s h c o n s t r u c t i o n o f t h i s o u t e r w a r d , t h e E . c u r t a i n h a v i n g 

b e e n b r o u g h t a l o n g t o m e e t t h e a l r e a d y c o n s t r u c t e d N . w a l l . W h y t h e l a t t e r c o n t i n u e s b e y o n d 

t h e a n g l e is n o t s o o b v i o u s ; w e c a n n o t b e c e r t a i n w h e t h e r i t w e n t o n t o f o r m a c o m p l e t e r i n g 

o f w a l l r o u n d t h e b a i l e y , o r m e r e l y t o a f f o r d a n o b s t a c l e a c r o s s t h e e n d o f t h e d i t c h , t o p r e v e n t 

a s t e a l t h y e n e m y g e t t i n g t o c l o s e q u a r t e r s f r o m t h e s l o p e s o n t h e n o r t h . 2 T h e r e i s n o t r a c e o f 

a n y s i m i l a r w a l l a t t h e S . E . a n g l e . 

A l a s t f e a t u r e o f t h e o u t e r w a r d is t h e c u r i o u s l e n g t h o f w a l l ( 4 ) - ( 4 ) w h i c h j o i n s t h e flanks 

o f t h e S . E . a n d C h a p e l T o w e r s — o r r a t h e r u s e d t o j o i n t h e m , f o r i ts N . e n d h a s b e e n d e s t r o y e d . 

I t is r o u g h l y b u i l t , a n d s t a n d s a b o u t 8 f t . h i g h , w i t h s o m e r e m a i n s o f c r e n e l l a t i o n a l o n g i t s 

t o p . T h e r e i s a r o w o f l a r g e p u t l o g h o l e s w h i c h s u g g e s t s a w o o d e n p l a t f o r m i n l i e u o f a w a l l -

w a l k b e h i n d it. T h e g a t e w a y i s a l s o v e r y c u r i o u s ; t h e w a l l s s t o p s h o r t o n e i t h e r s i d e , b e i n g 

c o n t r i v e d w i t h a s l a n t o n t h e e n d p a r a l l e l t o t h e o b l i q u e c o u r s e o f t h e w a y f r o m t h e o u t e r 

t o t h e i n n e r g a t e ; i n e a c h w a l l is c o n t r i v e d a set o f w h a t w o u l d n o r m a l l y b e c a l l e d b a r - h o l e s , 

f o u r o n e a c h s i d e , a b o u t 9 i n . b y 7 i n . , a n d o f n o g r e a t d e p t h ; t h e r e i s a s i m i l a r s e r i e s o f 

r e c e s s e s o n t h e f o r w a r d c o r n e r o f e a c h w a l l . W h a t s p e c i e s o f b a r r i c a d e h u n g h e r e w e a r e 

u n a b l e t o s a y ; t h e w h o l e t h i n g a p p e a r s t o b e s o m e s o r t o f r e a d y - m a d e r e t r e n c h m e n t , d a t i n g 

f r o m t h e C i v i l W a r ; c e r t a i n l y i t i s t o o r o u g h l y b u i l t f o r a n y o f t h e m a i n p e r i o d s o f c o n s t r u c t i o n , 

a n d s e e m s u n l i k e l y t o h a v e f u l f i l l e d e i t h e r a n y d o m e s t i c p u r p o s e o r a n y m i l i t a r y p u r p o s e 

k n o w n t o m e d i e v a l f o r t i f i c a t i o n . 

The East Front (PI. X L I A ) 
I t i s t h e e a s t e r n p a r t o f t h e c a s t l e w h i c h p o s e s t h e g r e a t e s t n u m b e r o f p r o b l e m s f o r 

s o l u t i o n , a n d d i s p l a y s t h e m o s t f r e q u e n t s i g n s o f a d d i t i o n a n d a l t e r a t i o n . A n u m b e r o f t h e s e 

1 N.B. This is the uppermost of the three storeys, the tower having a basement. 
2 The bailey was, of course, walled in Charles I's reign, but this may have been carried out at a much later date. 
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a r e v i s i b l e u p o n i t s o u t e r f a c e . F i r s t o f a l l , a t t h e N . e n d o f t h e w a r d , t h e r e is t h e e x p e c t e d 

s t r a i g h t j o i n t ( ( 5 ) , F i g s , i & 2 ) w h e r e t h e g r e a t r o u n d e d t o w e r - l i k e b a y , i n w h i c h P e r r o t ' s b u i l d -

i n g s e n d , a b u t s a g a i n s t t h e w a l l o f t h e g r e a t t u r r e t t o t h e n o r t h o f t h e C h a p e l T o w e r . 

N e x t , o n t h e f a c e o f t h e g r e a t t u r r e t i t s e l f , w e l l b e l o w t h e c o r b e l - t a b l e w h i c h s u p p o r t e d 

t h e p a r a p e t ( n o w f a l l e n ) , t h e r e i s a n o t h e r c o r b e l - t a b l e , c o n t i n u o u s w i t h t h a t o f t h e p a r e n t 

C h a p e l T o w e r , r u n n i n g n o r t h w a r d f o r a f e w f e e t a n d t h e n e n d i n g a b r u p t l y ( ( 6 ) , F i g . 2 ) , t h e 

s e c t i o n o f w a l l c a r r i e d u p o n it e n d i n g i n a r a g g e d l i n e . B o t h t a b l e s a r e a l i k e i n c h a r a c t e r , a n d a 

w i n d o w w h i c h o p e n s b e t w e e n t h e m i s t y p i c a l o f t h e f e w s u r v i v i n g m e d i e v a l o p e n i n g s i n t h e 

c a s t l e . C l e a r l y t h i s , t h e t h i r d floor o f t h e g r e a t t u r r e t , w a s a d d e d a s a n a f t e r t h o u g h t i n t h e 

c o u r s e o f b u i l d i n g . 

<G rea t T u r r e t > 

F i g . 2 . 

T h e n e x t m a r k o f a l t e r a t i o n ( ( 7 ) , F i g . 2 ) , i s a h o r i z o n t a l j o i n t b e t w e e n t h e s t a i r - t u r r e t o f 

t h e C h a p e l T o w e r a n d a s h o r t p i e c e o f c u r t a i n a d j o i n i n g it , a n d a s m a l l c h a m b e r c o n s t r u c t e d 

o v e r t h e m ; t h e l a t t e r is t h u s s h o w n t o b e s e c o n d a r y , a n d is i n f a c t t h e w o r k o f R h y s . 

T h e r e f o l l o w t h r e e g r e a t v e r t i c a l j o i n t s i n t h e c u r t a i n . T h e first o f t h e s e ( ( 8 ) , F i g s . 1 - 3 ) 

e x t e n d s f r o m t h e g r o u n d t o t h e s u m m i t o f t h e w a l l , i n c l i n i n g g e n t l y s o u t h w a r d s a s i t r i s e s ; 

n e a r t h e t o p i t s fine h a s b e e n b r o k e n b y t h e i n c u r s i o n o f l a t e r b u i l d i n g s . I t is a m o s t c o n -

s p i c u o u s f e a t u r e , a n d C a n o n S p u r r e l l 1 h a s e x p l a i n e d it a s a f e a t u r e o f a l a t e m o d i f i c a t i o n : 

' H e ( S i r R h y s a p T h o m a s ) p r o b a b l y i n s e r t e d a s t r i p o f m a s o n r y i m m e d i a t e l y n o r t h o f t h e 

m a i n e n t r a n c e i n t h e M i d d l e W a r d , c o n t a i n i n g a fine p a n e l l e d o r i e l w i n d o w . ' 

T h e r e f e r e n c e i s c l e a r l y t o t h e l e n g t h o f w a l l b e t w e e n ( 8 ) a n d t h e g a t e , s i n c e t h e r e m a i n s 

o f a fine o r i e l w i n d o w a r e v i s i b l e m i d w a y a l o n g i t ( ( 9 ) , F i g s . 2 a n d 3 ) . T h e n e c e s s i t y f o r a r e f a c i n g 

o f t h i s s e c t i o n o f t h e c u r t a i n s e e m s a t r i f l e o b s c u r e ; i n a d d i t i o n , t h e i d e a o f a r e f a c i n g i n r u b b l e 

e n d i n g i n a c o n s p i c u o u s s t r a i g h t j o i n t i s a m a z i n g . W e o u g h t , h o w e v e r , t o e n q u i r e f u r t h e r ; 

u n d e r t h e i v y , a b o u t 2 5 f t . f r o m ( 8 ) , is a m u c h l e s s w e l l - m a r k e d j o i n t ( ( 1 0 ) , F i g s . 1 , 2 a n d 3 ) . 

S o m e 6 f t . f u r t h e r o n , o v e r t h e j a m b o f t h e g a t e , t h e r e i s t h e t h i r d o f t h e s e r i e s ( ( I I ) , F i g s . 

2 a n d 3 ) , w h i c h i s sti l l a l m o s t i n v i s i b l e u n d e r t h e d y i n g i v y , b u t w h i c h c a n b e s e e n i n t e r n a l l y , 

a n d a l s o a p p e a r s q u i t e c l e a r l y i n o l d p h o t o g r a p h s . S i n c e t h e l e v e l o f t h e p a r a p e t a p p r o x i m a t e l y 

c o v e r i n g t h e s e c t o r ( 8 ) - ( l I ) 2 is l o w e r t h a n e l s e w h e r e , t h e w h o l e h a s t h e a i r o f a d i s t i n c t a n d 

1 Op. cit., 8. 
2 This section, of the parapet is encroached upon by later constructions at both ends, and does not exactly correspond to the sector (8)-(n). 
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s e p a r a t e s t r u c t u r e . I f s o , i t i s c l e a r t h a t i t is l i k e l y t o b e o l d e r , a n d n o t n e w e r , t h a n t h e w o r k o n 

e i t h e r s i d e ; f o r i t i s m o r e r e a s o n a b l e t o i m a g i n e t h a t a p r i m i t i v e s t r u c t u r e o f s o m e s o r t , b u i l t 

r e l a t i v e l y e a r l y i n t h e c a s t l e ' s l o n g h i s t o r y , o c c u p i e d t h e m i d d l e o f t h i s e x p o s e d s i d e a n d t h a t l a t e 

i 3 t h - c e n t u r y d e f e n c e s w e r e a p p l i e d t o i t s f l a n k s , t h a n t o s u g g e s t t h a t t h e h i g h l y s k i l l e d b u i l d e r s 

o f t h e C h a p e l T o w e r s t o p p e d t h e i r w o r k s h o r t , e v e n t e m p o r a r i l y , r i g h t i n t h e m i d d l e o f t h e m o s t 

v u l n e r a b l e s i d e o f t h e c a s t l e . I n f a c t , t h i s p a r t o f t h e c u r t a i n i s f o r m e d b y t h e f a c e o f a s m a l l , 

r o u g h l y r e c t a n g u l a r t o w e r o f t h r e e s t o r e y s n o w c o m p l e t e l y e n c l o s e d i n m o r e r e c e n t b u i l d i n g s . 

T h e p o r t i o n b e t w e e n t h e j o i n t s ( 1 0 ) a n d ( I I ) is a n e a r l y a d d i t i o n c o n t a i n i n g l a t r i n e s . S u c h 

o r i g i n a l d e t a i l a s s u r v i v e s is o f a m o r e p r i m i t i v e c h a r a c t e r t h a n t h e l a t e 1 3 t h - c e n t u r y w o r k w h i c h 

h a s h i t h e r t o b e e n s u p p o s e d t o f o r m t h e e a r l i e s t b u i l d i n g i n t h e c a s t l e , a n d w e h a v e t h e r e f o r e 

n a m e d t h i s s t r u c t u r e t h e O l d T o w e r . I t s o w n h i s t o r y h a s n o t b e e n s i m p l e , a s t e s t i f i e d b y i ts t w o 

c o r b e l - t a b l e s , t h e l o w e r o f w h i c h c r o s s e s t h e h e a d o f t h e o r i e l ( 9 ) . T h e p r e s e n t p a r a p e t is a 

d u m m y , t h e w o r k o f R h y s , b u t t h e r a i s i n g o f t h e t o w e r w a s p l a i n l y c a r r i e d o u t a t a m u c h 

e a r l i e r d a t e , t o a d d a s e c o n d floor a t a b o u t t h e s a m e t i m e a s t h e l a t r i n e s w e r e c o n s t r u c t e d . 

N e x t t o t h e O l d T o w e r s t a n d s t h e G a t e h o u s e . O v e r t h i s , a n d a l o n g t h e c u r t a i n a d j o i n i n g 

i t , r u n s a c l e a r h o r i z o n t a l j o i n t ( ( 1 2 ) , F i g . 2 ) w h e r e t h e w a l l h a s b e e n h e i g h t e n e d t o c o v e r t h e 

l o f t y s e c o n d floor o f t h e i n t e r n a l b u i l d i n g s , w h i c h c o m p l e t e l y o v e r t o p s t h e S . E . T o w e r , a n d 

i s c l e a r l y a n e a r l y T u d o r a d d i t i o n , m a d e w h e n R h y s t h r e w i n t o o n e t h e t w o u p p e r s t o r e y s 

o f t h e g a t e h o u s e . I m m e d i a t e l y a b o v e t h e g i g a n t i c w i n d o w w h i c h l i g h t s t h e d o u b l e c h a m b e r 

is t h e s m a l l b l o c k e d l i g h t ( ( 1 3 ) , F i g . 2 ) o f t h e m e d i e v a l s e c o n d floor r o o m . 

I t w i l l b e n o t e d t h a t t h e t w o h o r i z o n t a l l i n e s ( 7 ) a n d ( 1 2 ) w h i c h a p p a r e n t l y m a r k t h e l e v e l 

o f t h e o r i g i n a l w a l l - w a l k , a r e a t a p p r o x i m a t e l y t h e s a m e h e i g h t a s t h e a d j o i n i n g t o w e r - h e a d s , 

w h i c h is c o n t r a r y t o t h e n o r m a l p r a c t i c e ; a n d i n d e e d t h e o r i g i n a l E . f r o n t , a s i t d e t a c h e s i t s e l f 

f r o m t h e a d d i t i o n s o f t h e T u d o r e r a , t h o u g h c l o s e r t o o r d i n a r y m e d i e v a l p r a c t i c e t h a n i n t h e 

f o r m w e s e e t o d a y , n e v e r t h e l e s s r e m a i n s a h i g h l y u n c o n v e n t i o n a l l i n e o f d e f e n c e : i ts c u r t a i n s 

v e r y l o f t y a n d h a v i n g a s t e p u p i n t h e m i d d l e , t h e i r f a c e s flush w i t h t h e f a c e o f a n o l d e r t o w e r ; 

t h e S . E . T o w e r s t a n d i n g d e c i d e d l y l o w , a n d flanking t h e c u r t a i n w i t h i ts flat r e a r ; t h e C h a p e l 

T o w e r , i n s t e a d o f c a p p i n g t h e a n g l e , s t a n d i n g b o l d l y o u t t o w a r d s t h e m i d d l e , w i t h i ts p r o j e c -

t i o n a p p a r e n t l y d e t e r m i n e d b y c a n o n i c a l , r a t h e r t h a n m i l i t a r y r u l e s ; a n d t h e w h o l e t e r m i n a t e d 

o n t h e N . b y a n e n o r m o u s r e c t a n g u l a r t u r r e t . 

The Gateway 
I n a n E d w a r d i a n c a s t l e , s u c h a s C a r e w , i t i s u s u a l t o find t h e g a t e w a y o p e n i n g i n t h e 

f r o n t o f a p o w e r f u l g a t e h o u s e w i t h t w o l a r g e h a l f - r o u n d t o w e r s flanking t h e e n t r a n c e , t h e s e 

t o w e r s b e i n g c o n t i n u e d t o t h e r e a r t o e n c l o s e a l o n g a n d w e l l - d e f e n d e d e n t r a n c e p a s s a g e . I n 

c o m p a r i s o n t h e g a t e o f C a r e w is a v e r y m o d e s t a f f a i r , f o r t h o u g h it is e n f i l a d e d b y t h e Chapel 
a n d S . E . T o w e r s a t n o v e r y g r e a t d i s t a n c e , i t h a s n o t o w e r s o f i ts o w n , a n d w h i l e i t n o w h a s a 

s t r o n g i n n e r p a s s a g e , t h i s i s s e c o n d a r y w o r k , a d d e d , l i k e t h e B l o o d y T o w e r a t t h e T o w e r o f 

L o n d o n , t o s t r e n g t h e n a g a t e w h i c h c a n o r i g i n a l l y h a v e b e e n l i t t l e m o r e t h a n a m e r e a r c h i n 

t h e c u r t a i n . 1 A g a t e o f t h i s k i n d is c e r t a i n l y r a t h e r w e a k f o r t h i s g r e a t e s t p e r i o d o f E n g l i s h 

m i l i t a r y a r c h i t e c t u r e , b u t w h i l e u n u s u a l , s u c h s i m p l e g a t e w a y s a r e b y n o m e a n s u n h e a r d o f : 

a l l t h r e e g a t e s i n t h e m a i n s t r u c t u r e o f E d w a r d I ' s g r e a t f o r t r e s s o f Conway a r e o f t h i s k i n d , 

a n d s o a r e b o t h t h e i n n e r g a t e s o f K i d w e l l y , a n d t h e m a i n g a t e o f F l i n t . 2 

T h e e n t r a n c e i n i ts p r e s e n t f o r m c o n s i s t s o f a r a g g e d a r c h w a y i n t h e c u r t a i n , b e a r i n g 

e v e r y w h e r e t h e m a r k s o f t h e r o b b e r y o f i ts c u t s t o n e ; a s f a r a s t h e s e a f f o r d a n y e v i d e n c e , t h e y 

s t r o n g l y i n d i c a t e t h a t t h e g a t e w a y - a r c h , i n i t s l a s t f o r m , w a s o f t h e f o u r - c e n t r e d T u d o r s h a p e , 

a n d h i g h l y o r n a t e . I t is set i n a s h o r t l e n g t h o f c u r t a i n f r o m w h i c h t h e c u s t o m a r y b a s e - b a t t e r 

i s a b s e n t , a s i f i t w e r e c u t b a c k , e n d i n g o n e a c h s i d e i n a s h a l l o w b a t t e r i n g p r o j e c t i o n , f a c e d i n 

a s h l a r ; t h i s r a t h e r a t t r a c t i v e f e a t u r e m o s t p r o b a b l y d a t e s f r o m t h e r e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f t h e 

e n t r a n c e b y R h y s . 

1 With this difference, that whereas the Bloody Tower was built over a hundred years after its original gate (R.C.H.M., London, V, 80-1) at Carew the addition seems to have been carried out within a few years. 
2 The principal gate of Holt (now vanished, together with most of the castle), could be added to this list; the present main gate of Chirk (which may not originally have been intended as the principal entrance) is similar, but has a long internal passage. 
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O v e r t h e g a t e is t h e e m p t y o p e n i n g o f a n e n o r m o u s w i n d o w , c o m p l e t e l y r o b b e d l i k e 

t h e g a t e i t s e l f ; o n e i t h e r s i d e s o m e k i n d o f o r n a m e n t a l u p r i g h t , e n d i n g a p p a r e n t l y i n a m i n i a t u r e 

p i n n a c l e , h a s b e e n t o r n o u t o f t h e w a l l . 1 I t is t o b e r e g r e t t e d t h a t s o c o m p l e t e a s p o l i a t i o n h a s 

b e e n m a d e o f t w o s u c h f i n e f e a t u r e s a s t h i s g a t e a n d w i n d o w s e e m t o h a v e b e e n ; e l s e w h e r e 

i n t h e f a b r i c , w h i l e t h e s t r a i g h t a s h l a r j a m b s a n d m u l l i o n s h a v e b e e n r e m o v e d f r o m m o s t o f 

t h e o p e n i n g s , t h e h e a d s o f d o o r s a n d w i n d o w s , w i t h t h e i r c u r v e d a r c h - s t o n e s a n d t r a c e r y , 

h a v e l a r g e l y b e e n l e f t in situ, a s u n s u i t e d f o r t h e s p o i l e r s ' p u r p o s e . 

A b o v e t h e g r e a t w i n d o w , w h i c h c a n o n l y h a v e b e e n t h e w o r k o f R h y s , a n d t h e s m a l l 

b l o c k e d l i g h t ( 1 3 ) is o n e o f t w o u p p e r w i n d o w s i n t h e a d d e d s e c o n d floor, c o m p l e t e l y r e b u i l t 

i n m o d e r n t i m e s t o p r e v e n t c o l l a p s e , a n d r e t a i n i n g n o o r i g i n a l f e a t u r e s . I t i s e v i d e n t t h a t t h e 

g a t e h o u s e b u i l d i n g h a s b e e n v e r y t h r o u g h l y r e c o n s t r u c t e d b y S i r R h y s a p T h o m a s , w h o 

c a r r i e d o u t s o m a n y a l t e r a t i o n s t o C a r e w . 

T h e e n t r a n c e is f o r m e d b y a v a u l t e d p a s s a g e a b o u t 3 0 f t . l o n g , r u n n i n g b e t w e e n t h e 

g r e a t e a s t e r n b l o c k o f m i l i t a r y a n d d o m e s t i c b u i l d i n g s , a n d t h e s i t e o f a n o t h e r b l o c k , c o m -

p l e t e l y d e s t r o y e d i n t h e C i v i l W a r , w h i c h f o r m e r l y s t o o d t o t h e s o u t h ; a s c a n t y f r a g m e n t o f 

t h e l a t t e r b u i l d i n g s u s t a i n s t h e i n n e r e n d o f t h e p a s s a g e o n its S . s i d e , b u t t h e m i d d l e o f t h i s 

s i d e is n o w o c c u p i e d b y a b r e a c h , l e a d i n g s t r a i g h t o u t i n t o t h e c o r n e r o f t h e w a r d . 

T h e d e f e n s i v e a r r a n g e m e n t s o f t h e g a t e a r e s i n g u l a r , a n d h a v e b e e n t h e s u b j e c t o f 

c o m m e n t i n e v e r y a c c o u n t o f t h e c a s t l e . T h e e n t r a n c e - a r c h is s o t h o r o u g h l y r o b b e d t h a t n o 

s i g n o f a n y d o o r - j a m b r e m a i n s ; o n l y a m i g h t y b a r - h o l e i n t h e S . s i d e w i t n e s s e s t o t h e f o r m e r 

e x i s t e n c e a t t h i s p o i n t o f a p o w e r f u l d o o r . B u t o f a p o r t c u l l i s t h e r e is n o s i g n , n o t e v e n t h e 

o v e r h e a d c h a s e , a n d it m a y b e c o n f i d e n t l y s t a t e d t h a t t h e g a t e h a d n o n e in its final form\ t h e 

o n l y p o r t c u l l i s g r o o v e s i n t h e c a s t l e a r e a t t h e i n n e r e n d o f t h e p a s s a g e , t h o u g h w e c a n n o t 

a c c e p t t h a t t h i s w a s t h e o r i g i n a l s t a t e o f a f f a i r s . 

A b o u t 7 f t . i n f r o m t h e f r o n t o f t h e e n t r a n c e a r e j o i n t s o n e i t h e r s i d e m a r k i n g t h e j u n c t i o n 

b e t w e e n t h e c u r t a i n a n d i n n e r b u i l d i n g s o f d i f f e r e n t d a t e . O v e r h e a d a s e c o n d a r c h , b e h i n d 

t h e o u t e r a r c h o f t h e g a t e w a y , c a r r i e s a s e t o f five p a s s a g e m a c h i c o l a t i o n s o r ' m u r d e r h o l e s ' 

a r r a n g e d i n a q u i n c u n x . A t t h e E . e n d o f t h e S . s i d e is a s h o r t w a l l w i t h a p l a i n l o o p i n i t ; 

t h i s b r e a k s o f f s h o r t , a n d its e n d h a s b e e n m a d e g o o d i n m o d e r n t i m e s . B e y o n d t h e e n d o f 

t h i s c o m e s t h e o p e n b r e a c h a l r e a d y m e n t i o n e d , e n d i n g a t t h e f a c e o f t h e i n n e r g a t e - a r c h ; t h e 

g a t e - p a s s a g e b e t w e e n t h i s a r c h a n d t h a t w i t h t h e m a c h i c o l a t i o n s is s p a n n e d b y a l o w s e g m e n t a l 

v a u l t w i t h a n a x i s a t r i g h t a n g l e s t o t h a t o f t h e p a s s a g e — a s t r o n g i n d i c a t i o n o f i ts s e c o n d a r y 

c h a r a c t e r . T h e v a u l t is c r u d e , a n d t h e w h o l e o f t h i s p a r t o f t h e p a s s a g e v e r y r o u g h l y b u i l t . 

E s p e c i a l l y i s t h i s t r u e o f t h e N . w a l l , i n w h i c h t h e r e a r e t w o r o u g h o p e n i n g s c l o s e t o g e t h e r , 

t h e first a b r e a c h i n t o a s m a l l i r r e g u l a r c e l l ( ( 1 4 ) , F i g . 1 ) i n t h e t h i c k n e s s o f t h e w a l l , t h e s e c o n d 

t h e d a m a g e d d o o r w a y o f a n a r r o w p a s s a g e ( 1 5 ) . T h e c e l l , w h i c h o n e c a n n o w e n t e r , w a s a 

c e s s p i t ; l o o k i n g u p w a r d s , t h e o p e n i n g s o f t h e l a t r i n e s o v e r h e a d a r e c l e a r l y v i s i b l e ; a w i d e 

c h a s e o n t h e first floor, w i t h a s m a l l s h o o t f r o m t h e s e c o n d f u r t h e r t o w a r d s t h e i n s i d e o f t h e 

c a s t l e . T h e r e i s a s o r t o f h a l f - a r c h , s o l i d l y w a l l e d u p , i n t h e w e s t e r n e n d o f t h e p i t , w h i c h 

m a y h a v e b e e n u s e d f o r c l e a n i n g p u r p o s e s . I t is a l s o p l a i n o n t h e i n s i d e o f t h e p i t t h a t t h e 

b u i l d i n g e n c l o s i n g it h a s b e e n a d d e d t o t h e s t r u c t u r e w h i c h f o r m s i t s n o r t h w a l l ; t h e s t r a i g h t 

j o i n t s o f o r m e d is t h e s a m e w h i c h a p p e a r s o n t h e f a c e o f t h e c u r t a i n a t ( 1 0 ) , w h i l e t h e o u t e r 

w a l l o f t h e a d d i t i o n , f o r m i n g t h e s i d e o f t h e e n t r a n c e p a s s a g e , c o r r e s p o n d s w i t h t h a t a t ( I I ) . 

I t is a t o n c e o b v i o u s t h a t t h e r e a s o n w h y t h e j o i n t a t ( 1 0 ) ( a n d a l s o t h e i n n e r j o i n t a t t h e r e a r 

o f t h e t o w e r ) is s o i l l - m a r k e d is t h a t i t w a s c a r e f u l l y c l o s e d u p f o r p u r e l y s a n i t a r y r e a s o n s . 

I t is u n u s u a l ( t o p u t it m i l d l y ) t o find a c e s s p i t i n t h e w a l l o f a m a i n e n t r a n c e , a n d it i s c l e a r 

t h a t t h e b u i l d e r s o f t h e l a t e i 3 t h - c e n t u r y w o r k i n t h e E . f r o n t , w h o w e r e v e r y f a s t i d i o u s i n 

t h e i r t r e a t m e n t o f t h e o t h e r l a t r i n e s , w o u l d n o t h a v e b e e n g u i l t y o f p u t t i n g i t t h e r e . 2 T h i s g o e s 

1 Spurrell (op. cit., p. 5) seems to have mistaken the marks left by the removal of these for chases for the counterpoise-beams of a drawbridge of very late type: 'Certain features suggest that there may have been a second drawbridge over a dry ditch at the main entrance'. If these are the features in question — and there is certainly no other indication of a drawbridge — it is clear that the Canon's identification is mistaken; there is no sign of any opening in the wall through which such beams could pass, or of any trunnion-holes about which the ponderous counterpoise could rotate. 
2 Whether the Old Tower latrines were abandoned, or whether the nuisance was tolerated, it is impossible to say. Certainly the latrines are accessible, and the shafts are still open, for what the facts are worth. 
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t o e s t a b l i s h t h e e a r l i e r d a t e o f t h e O l d T o w e r . I t s r o u g h e r m a s o n r y , a n d i t s j o i n t s w i t h t h e 

j a m b o f t h e g r e a t g a t e - a r c h , a n d a t t h e o t h e r e n d w i t h t h e l a t e r w o r k o f t h e p a s s a g e , h e l p t o 

m a r k i t o f f . 

T h i s s e c o n d j o i n t is c l e a r l y v i s i b l e i n t h e v a u l t o v e r t h e p a s s a g e ( 1 5 ) ; t h e l a t t e r h a s b e e n 

d r i v e n u n d e r t h e a n g l e a n d is c r u d e l y s p l a y e d o n t h e o t h e r j a m b ; t h e w h o l e h a s t h e a i r o f a 

r a t h e r c l u m s y i n s e r t i o n , ! g i v i n g a c c e s s t o a c h a m b e r w h i c h c e r t a i n l y d i d n o t e x i s t b e f o r e 

c. 1 5 0 0 . 

O n t h e o p p o s i t e s i d e o f t h e p a s s a g e is s o m e s o r t o f l o d g e o r r e c e s s , s o r u i n e d t h a t l i t t l e 

c a n b e m a d e o f i t ; a s i t i s i n f r o n t o f t h e s e c o n d s e t o f d e f e n c e s , i t w a s p r e s u m a b l y a v a u l t e d 

c u l - d e - s a c , l i k e t h e l o d g e s b e t w e e n t h e p o r t c u l l i s e s a t W a r d o u r C a s t l e . P a r t o f t h e v a u l t i n g 

r e m a i n s , b u t t h e e n d o f t h e r e c e s s h a s b e e n c o m p l e t e l y d e s t r o y e d ; a f r a g m e n t o f b u i l d i n g o n 

its W . s i d e is p r o b a b l y p a r t o f t h e i n t e r n a l b u i l d i n g a l r e a d y m e n t i o n e d , b u t t h e r e is n o t e n o u g h 

l e f t t o b e s u r e . 

T h e s e c o n d set o f t h e d e f e n c e s o f t h e e n t r a n c e c o n s i s t e d o f a p o r t c u l l i s , w i t h i t s c h a s e 

i n a w i d e s e g m e n t a l a r c h , a n d a p a i r o f d o o r s i m m e d i a t e l y b e h i n d i t , w i t h a s e t o f t h r e e p o w e r f u l 

b a r - h o l e s . T h e l a s t s e c t i o n o f t h e p a s s a g e i s set u n d e r a s e g m e n t a l v a u l t , a n d s p l a y s s l i g h t l y . 

I t is n o t v e r y e a s y t o d a t e t h e s e i n n e r d e f e n c e s a t a l l c l o s e l y ; c l e a r l y t h e y w e r e a d d e d t o 

t h e o r i g i n a l a r c h , w h i c h f o r m s p a r t o f t h e E . f r o n t ; e q u a l l y c l e a r l y t h e y a r e n o t t h e w o r k o f 

R h y s , w h o s e b u i l d i n g s t o t h e N . a b u t o n t h e flank a n d r e a r o f t h e g a t e h o u s e i n v e r y o b v i o u s 

j o i n t s , a n d w h o , i n a n y c a s e , w a s n o t i n t e r e s t e d i n s t r e n g t h e n i n g t h e c a s t l e . T h e f e a t u r e s 

o f t h e p a s s a g e a r e n o t v e r y h e l p f u l ; i t s c o n s t r u c t i o n i s e x t r e m e l y p l a i n , e v e n c r u d e ; t h e r e i s 

n o a s h l a r , a n d v e r y l i t t l e a r c h i t e c t u r a l d e t a i l . N o r is a n y a s s i s t a n c e t o b e g o t f r o m a s t u d y o f 

t h e u p p e r floors o f t h e g a t e h o u s e ; f o r t h e y h a v e b e e n r a d i c a l l y r e b u i l t , h e a v i l y d a m a g e d i n 

w a r , a n d t h o r o u g h l y s t r i p p e d o f a l l c u t s t o n e w o r k . T h e r e i s , h o w e v e r , o n e f e a t u r e - — t h e 

t r i p l e b a r - h o l e s o f t h e i n n e r g a t e w a y — w h i c h s t r o n g l y r e c a l l s t h e a r r a n g e m e n t s o f t h e o r i g i n a l 

g a t e o f t h e o u t e r w a r d ; i t is a t l e a s t l i k e l y t h a t b o t h g a t e s w e r e c o m m i s s i o n e d b y t h e s a m e 

o w n e r o r e x e c u t e d b y t h e s a m e m a s o n — p e r h a p s b o t h ; a n d a s t h e r e i s n o t h i n g t o s u g g e s t 

a l o n g l a p s e o f t i m e b e f o r e t h e e x t e n s i o n o f t h e p a s s a g e , w e c o n s i d e r it p r o b a b l e t h a t t h e g a t e -

h o u s e b u i l d i n g w a s c o n s t r u c t e d e i t h e r v e r y l a t e i n t h e 1 3 t h c e n t u r y o r e a r l y i n t h e 1 4 t h , a s a n 

e a r l y m o d i f i c a t i o n t o t h e o r i g i n a l p l a n , s t r e n g t h e n i n g a n o b v i o u s p o i n t o f w e a k n e s s . 

T h e r e r e m a i n t h e p r o b l e m s r a i s e d b y t h e d e f e n c e s o f t h e p a s s a g e . A s t h i n g s s t a n d a t 

p r e s e n t , w e h a v e a t t h e i n n e r e n d a p o w e r f u l s y s t e m o f p o r t c u l l i s a n d h e a v i l y - b a r r e d d o o r s ; 

i n f r o n t o f t h i s t h e r e a r e s c a r c e l y a n y d e f e n c e s a t a l l , a p a r t f r o m t h e h a r a s s i n g a r r a n g e m e n t s 

( m a c h i c o l a t i o n s i n t h e v a u l t a n d l o o p i n t h e w a l l ) i n s i d e t h e g a t e w a y - a r c h . I t is t r u e t h a t t h e 

p r e s e n t c o n d i t i o n o f t h e f a b r i c e x a g g e r a t e s t h i s a p p a r e n t w e a k n e s s ; t h e o p e n i n g s b y w h i c h 

t h e i n n e r p o r t c u l l i s c a n b e b y - p a s s e d a r e o f r e c e n t o r i g i n , a s w e h a v e s e e n , a n d t h e r e w a s a t 

l e a s t a p a i r o f d o o r s i n t h e o u t e r a r c h w a y . B u t t h e f a c t r e m a i n s t h a t t h e r e a r e n o g r o o v e s f o r 

a n o u t e r p o r t c u l l i s , a n d it m u s t b e e m p h a s i z e d t h a t a m a i n g a t e w a y w i t h o u t a p o r t c u l l i s i n a 

s u b s t a n t i a l c a s t l e o f t h e l a t e 1 3 t h c e n t u r y i s i n c r e d i b l e . A s w e h a v e s e e n , t h e o r i g i n a l g a t e 

c o n s i s t e d m e r e l y o f t h i s o u t e r a r c h . S o t h o r o u g h l y , h o w e v e r , h a s it b e e n r e c o n s t r u c t e d , t o g e t h e r 

w i t h t h e w i n d o w a b o v e i t , b y R h y s , t h a t w e n e e d n o t b e s u r p r i s e d a t i t s p r e s e n t c o n d i t i o n ; 

t h e o b l i t e r a t i o n o f p o r t c u l l i s g r o o v e s w o u l d b e a s m a l l m a t t e r t o e n v i s a g e i n s o r a d i c a l a n 

a l t e r a t i o n . 

The South-East Tower 
T h i s t o w e r , t h o u g h e x t e r n a l l y u n r e m a r k a b l e , i s a s u n c o n v e n t i o n a l a n d p e r p l e x i n g a s 

a n y t h i n g a t C a r e w . I t s t a n d s a t t h e j u n c t i o n o f t h e s o u t h e r n c u r t a i n s o f t h e i n n e r a n d o u t e r 

w a r d s a n d t h e E . c u r t a i n o f t h e i n n e r ; i t s r o u n d e d f a c e p o i n t s s o u t h , s o t h a t i t flanks t h e a l l -

i m p o r t a n t E . c u r t a i n w i t h i t s flat b a c k . I t i s b o l d l y s a l i e n t , a n d i n p a r t i c u l a r a l m o s t c o m p l e t e l y 

d e t a c h e d f r o m t h e i n n e r w a r d ; i t i s i n c r e d i b l e t h a t i t c o u l d h a v e b e e n d e s i g n e d i n t h i s f a s h i o n 

u n l e s s t h e o u t e r w a r d h a d f o r m e d p a r t o f t h e p l a n f r o m t h e first. I t h a s a b r o a d , s h a l l o w 

p r o j e c t i o n o n t h e E . t h e s a m e h e i g h t a s t h e r e s t o f t h e t o w e r , w h i c h h o u s e s t h e l a t r i n e s o n t h e 

u p p e r floors, a n d p r e s u m a b l y t h e i r c e s s p i t i n t h e b a s e o f t h e t o w e r . T h e o u t e r w a r d c u r t a i n 

1 It may be an enlarged loop. 
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i s d r a w n b a c k t o k e e p t h e f r o n t o f t h i s l a t r i n e - p r o j e c t i o n c l e a r , b u t t h e r e is n o s i g n o f a n y o u t f a l l 

o r c l e a n e r ' s h o l e ; p o s s i b l y t h i s h a s b e e n c o v e r e d i n s o i l a n d d e b r i s i n m o d e r n t i m e s . 

T h e t o w e r s t a n d s o n l o w g r o u n d a n d h a s a b a s e m e n t b e n e a t h t h e c h a m b e r w h i c h is 

e n t e r e d f r o m t h e w a r d a n d i s o n l y 4 o r 5 f t . a b o v e t h e g e n e r a l l e v e l o f t h e l a t t e r ; t h e r e i s a 

f i r s t floor a b o v e . B o t h b a s e m e n t a n d g r o u n d floor a r e c o v e r e d i n p l a i n b a r r e l - v a u l t s . T h e r e 

a r e n o s t a i r s ; b o t h u p p e r floors, a n d t h e b a t t l e m e n t s a s w e l l , w e r e r e a c h e d b y d o o r s c o m m u -

n i c a t i n g w i t h t h e v a n i s h e d t h r e e - s t o r e y b u i l d i n g i n t h e c o r n e r o f t h e w a r d . 1 T h i s m u s t h a v e 

c o n t a i n e d t h e n e c e s s a r y s t a i r s , a n d m u s t t h e r e f o r e h a v e b e e n c o e v a l w i t h t h e t o w e r . T h e 

b a s e m e n t h a s t w o d o o r s , o n e a p o s t e r n ( ( 1 6 ) , F i g . 1 ) o p e n i n g o u t s i d e t h e c a s t l e , t h e o t h e r a 

d o o r w a y i n t h e r e a r o f t h e t o w e r , o p e n i n g i n t o t h e o u t e r w a r d . I t i s a d a n k v a u l t , w i t h o u t 

a n y o t h e r f e a t u r e s e x c e p t f o r a t a l l p l a i n a r r o w - s l i t i n t h e S . e n d . T h e p o s t e r n is s o o b l i q u e 

i n p l a n t h a t i t i s q u i t e p o s s i b l y a r a k i n g a r r o w - s l i t w i t h o n e s i d e b r o k e n o u t t o f o r m a d o o r -

w a y . T h e e n t r a n c e a t t h e N . is u n d e r a r o u g h p o i n t e d a r c h w i t h a d o u b l e r o w o f r u b b l e 

v o u s s o i r s w h i c h d o e s n o t r e s e m b l e t h e m e d i e v a l w o r k i n t h e c a s t l e a n y m o r e t h a n d o t h e 

t h i c k a n d u n e q u a l j a m b s . C l o s e t o t h i s d o o r w a y , b u t o n t h e o t h e r s i d e o f t h e b a r r i e r ( 4 ) , i s a n 

e x t r a o r d i n a r y a r c h e d r e c e s s ( ( 1 7 ) , F i g . 1 ) u n d e r t h e c o r n e r o f t h e t o w e r . C o n s t r u c t e d i n p l a i n 

l i m e s t o n e r u b b l e , i t s e r v e s n o v i s i b l e p u r p o s e . 

T h e g r o u n d - f l o o r r o o m a b o v e is s e v e r e l y p r a c t i c a l ; i n i t s v e r y t h i n N . w a l l is a m o d e r n i z e d 

w i n d o w , w i t h a n a r r o w l o o p b e s i d e i t ; i n t h e c u r v e d S . e n d a r e t h r e e s i m i l a r w i n d o w s , a l l 

p r o b a b l y e n l a r g e d a r r o w - s l i t s ; t h a t o n t h e W . h a s w i n d o w - s e a t s . O n t h e E . a r e t w o l a t r i n e s ; 

o n e o p e n s f r o m t h e j a m b o f a w i n d o w , t h e o t h e r f r o m t h e n a r r o w p a s s a g e ( ( 1 8 ) , F i g . 1 ) w h i c h 

f o r m e r l y e n d e d a t t h e o r i g i n a l d o o r w a y l e a d i n g o u t o n t o t h e w a l l - w a l k , b u t w h i c h is n o w 

b l o c k e d b y a m a s s o f m a s o n r y . T h e r e is n o fireplace, a n d t h e r o o m s e e m s t o h a v e h a d s o m e -

t h i n g o f t h e n a t u r e o f a b a r r a c k , w i t h i ts p o s t e r n e n t r a n c e a n d i t s t w i n l a t r i n e s . 

T h e first floor r o o m ( F i g . 4 ) c a n b e r e a c h e d o n l y b y a r a t h e r d a n g e r o u s s c r a m b l e f r o m 

t h e p o r t c u l l i s c h a m b e r ; i t w a s m o r e h a b i t a b l e , w i t h a fireplace a n d a l a t r i n e o n t h e E . a n d a 

r o w o f t h r e e w i n d o w s i n t h e c u r v e d S . f a c e o f t h e t o w e r , flanked b y a n a r r o w - s l i t a t e a c h 

e n d . I n t h e N . E . c o r n e r is a p a s s a g e t o t h e u p p e r a n d l a t e r d o o r t o t h e b a t t l e m e n t s o f t h e 

o u t e r w a r d . I n t h e N . w a l l is a v e r y l a r g e w i n d o w , c o m p l e t e l y r e s t o r e d , a s m a l l l o o p a l o n g s i d e 

i t , a n d a t i n y s i n g l e l i g h t h i g h u p o n t h e f a c e o f t h e t o w e r a b o v e i t ; t h e p u r p o s e o f t h i s is 

o b s c u r e . 

T h e t o w e r sti l l c a r r i e s i ts b a t t l e m e n t s . T h e r e is a p l a i n l o o p i n e a c h w i d e m e r l o n ; t h e 

n a r r o w e m b r a s u r e s w e r e w a l l e d u p i n t h e C i v i l W a r , a l t e r n a t e l y c o m p l e t e l y a n d t o a b o u t 

t w o - t h i r d s o f t h e i r d e p t h . O n t h e r e a r o f t h e t o w e r , h o w e v e r , t h e t w o e m b r a s u r e s a r e v e r y 

s h a l l o w a n d i n s i g n i f i c a n t , l i k e t h o s e i n t h e T u d o r w o r k , t h e r e a r e n o l o o p s , a n d t h e c o r b e l -

t a b l e o f t h e p a r a p e t is r a i s e d s l i g h t l y , a n d d o e s n o t r e a c h t h e N . E . c o r n e r . 

I t w i l l b e c l e a r t h a t t h e r e a r e a n u m b e r o f e n i g m a t i c f e a t u r e s a b o u t t h i s t o w e r . T h e 

a b s e n c e o f s t a i r s is c u r i o u s , b u t p r o b a b l y o r i g i n a l ; t h e c h a n g e i n t h e m e a n s o f a c c e s s t o t h e 

o u t e r w a r d c a n n o d o u b t b e e x p l a i n e d b y s o m e c h a n g e i n t h e d o m e s t i c a r r a n g e m e n t s o f t h e 

c a s t l e ; i t m u s t c l e a r l y h a v e b e e n m a d e a f t e r d e f e n c e c e a s e d t o b e a m a t t e r o f p r i m a r y c o n c e r n . 

B u t t h e r e a r e l e s s s i m p l e m a t t e r s t h a n t h e s e : i n t h e first p l a c e , i t w i l l h a v e b e e n r e a l i z e d 

t h a t t h e r e is n o c o m m u n i c a t i o n b e t w e e n t h e b a s e m e n t a n d t h e r e s t o f t h e t o w e r w i t h o u t g o i n g 

o u t s i d e t h e c a s t l e p r o p e r i n t o t h e o u t e r w a r d ; a n d i t s e e m s v e r y l i k e l y t h a t t h e b a r r i e r ( 4 ) w a s 

m a d e i n C i v i l W a r d a y s t o p r o t e c t t h i s a c c e s s . 

T h e a r r a n g e m e n t c a n n o t b e o r i g i n a l , a n d y e t a r o u g h h o l e k n o c k e d i n t o t h e W . w a l l b y 

s o m e a n t i q u a r i a n o w n e r — • o r p e r h a p s M r . C o b b — h a s r e v e a l e d n e i t h e r s t a i r s n o r a d o o r w a y . 

I t a p p e a r s v i r t u a l l y c e r t a i n t h a t a c c e s s w a s t h r o u g h t h e floor o f t h e r o o m a b o v e , a n d t h a t 

t h e r e f o r e t h e v a u l t is a n i n s e r t i o n . C e r t a i n l y i t s e e m s s t r a n g e t h a t t w o s u c h g r i m q u a r t e r s a s 

t h e l o w e r t w o r o o m s i n t h i s t o w e r s h o u l d b e g i v e n t h e e x p e n s i v e l u x u r y o f a s t o n e v a u l t . 

B u t it a p p e a r s l i k e l y t h a t t h e r e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f t h e t o w e r w e n t m u c h f u r t h e r . T h e w h o l e 

N . w a l l i s s u s p e c t , f o r t h o u g h it b o n d s c o l o u r a b l y e n o u g h w i t h t h e r e s t o f t h e s t r u c t u r e , i t 

c o n t a i n s a n u m b e r o f f e a t u r e s u n l i k e a n y t h i n g w h i c h o n e e x p e c t s i n m e d i e v a l w o r k : t h e 

1 The door to the battlements opens on the second floor, which is an addition of Rhys' day; it may not be in its original position. Presumably it led out at roof level, and most probably on the wall-walk of the S. curtain. 
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d u m m y b a t t l e m e n t s , t h e p o i n t l e s s r e c e s s ( 1 7 ) , a n d t h e e q u a l l y i n e x p l i c a b l e d w a r f l i g h t u n d e r 

t h e b a t t l e m e n t s ; t h e c r u d e a n d f e e b l e b a s e m e n t d o o r ; a n d t h e d a n g e r o u s l y w e a k g r o u n d - f l o o r 

w i n d o w , e a s i l y r e a c h e d b y a s h o r t l a d d e r e v e n f r o m t h e h o l l o w w h i c h l e a d s d o w n t o t h e 

b a s e m e n t . A t t h e s a m e t i m e , t h i s w a l l i s r i d i c u l o u s l y t h i n — o n l y 2 f t . 9 i n . a t g r o u n d l e v e l , 

a g a i n s t t h e 7 f t . w h i c h a c o m p a r i s o n w i t h t h e n e i g h b o u r i n g p a r t s o f t h e f a b r i c w o u l d l e a d 

o n e t o e x p e c t ; finally i t s c o m p o s i t i o n i s s i n g u l a r , f o r w h e r e a s t h e r e m a i n d e r o f t h e c a s t l e , a n d 

m o s t p a r t i c u l a r l y t h e r e m a i n d e r o f t h e t o w e r o f w h i c h it f o r m s p a r t , is b u i l t i n a p l a i n g r e y 

l i m e s t o n e , m u c h o f t h e s t o n e o f t h e N . f a c e is b l a c k o r p i g m e n t e d w i t h i r o n , a n d t h e w h o l e 

is c o v e r e d i n c o n s p i c u o u s p u t l o g - h o l e s . W e w o u l d l i k e t o a t t r i b u t e t h i s v e r y n o n - m i l i t a r y 

f e a t u r e t o R h y s ; b u t n e i t h e r t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n n o r t h e v e r y w e l l - c o n c e a l e d b o n d i n g w i t h t h e 

a d j o i n i n g m a s o n r y is t y p i c a l o f h i s w o r k . I t i s , h o w e v e r , p o s s i b l e t h a t t h i s r e p r e s e n t s a n 

e a r l y — a n d p e r h a p s e n t i r e l y n e c e s s a r y — r e p a i r c a r r i e d o u t b y h i m s o o n a f t e r o c c u p y i n g t h e 

c a s t l e ; t h i s m a y h a v e b e e n b e f o r e h i s f o r t u n e s r o s e a t B o s w o r t h , l e t a l o n e m a r k e d t h e i r a p o g e e 

w i t h h i s g r e a t b u i l d i n g s o f c. 1 5 0 0 . 

I n s h o r t , i t is s u f f i c i e n t l y c l e a r t h a t t h i s w a l l is s e c o n d a r y , b u t n e i t h e r t h e e x a c t e x t e n t 

o f t h e r e b u i l d i n g , n o r i t s d a t e , c a n b e d e t e r m i n e d w i t h a n y d e g r e e o f c e r t a i n t y . R h y s , h o w e v e r , 

r e m a i n s t h e m o s t p r o b a b l e b u i l d e r . 

The East Block 

B e t w e e n t h e e n t r a n c e p a s s a g e a n d t h e E l i z a b e t h a n r a n g e w h i c h f o r m s t h e N . s i d e o f t h e 

c a s t l e s t a n d s a c l o s e , l o f t y b l o c k o f b u i l d i n g s t h r e e s t o r e y s h i g h — f o u r i n p l a c e s — a n d o f a n 

e x t r e m e l y c o m p l e x p l a n , w h i c h r e f l e c t s a c o m p l i c a t e d h i s t o r y o f c o n s t r u c t i o n . T h e c a s t l e 

i s r e l a t i v e l y s i m p l e t o u n d e r s t a n d o n c e t h e e n i g m a s o f t h i s b l o c k h a v e b e e n s o l v e d , a n d f o r 

t h i s r e a s o n i t m u s t b e d e a l t w i t h a t o n c e . 

F o r c o n v e n i e n c e it m a y b e d i v i d e d i n t o f o u r p a r t s : a t t h e S . E . t h e s t r u c t u r e w h i c h w e 

h a v e c a l l e d t h e O l d T o w e r ; a l o n g s i d e it , o n t h e S . W . , a g r a n d s t a i r c a s e o f t h r e e s t r a i g h t flights, 

a s c e n d i n g t o t h e s e c o n d floor, a t w h i c h l e v e l t h e s e first t w o p a r t s u n i t e t o f o r m a s i n g l e l a r g e 

r o o m ; o n t h e N . W . a l a r g e b u i l d i n g w i t h a s i n g l e g r e a t r o o m o n e a c h o f i t s t h r e e floors; 

l a s t l y , o n t h e N . E . , t h e C h a p e l T o w e r a n d i t s a p p e n d a g e s , i n c l u d i n g t h e g r e a t t u r r e t w h i c h 

f o r m e d t h e c o r n e r o f t h e m e d i e v a l c a s t l e . T h i s p a r t o f t h e b u i l d i n g i s c o n n e c t e d b y a l o n g 

p a s s a g e o n e a c h l e v e l , w h i c h o n t h e g r o u n d floor t u r n s o f f i n t o t h e g r e a t u n d e r c r o f t b e l o w 

t h e h a l l s o n t h e N . W . , b u t o n t h e u p p e r floors f o r m s a m u r a l g a l l e r y w h i c h r a n a l o n g t h e 

c u r t a i n — n o t b y a n y m e a n s o n t h e s a m e l e v e l t h e w h o l e w a y — a s f a r a s t h e u p p e r c h a m b e r s 

o f t h e g a t e h o u s e , o r f u r t h e r . 

T h e c o u r t y a r d f a c e o f t h e b l o c k f o r m s a s i n g l e f r o n t o f u n i f o r m l y E a r l y T u d o r d e t a i l ; 

t h e w i n d o w s a r e s q u a r e - h e a d e d , s e t u n d e r s e g m e n t a l r u b b l e r e l i e v i n g - a r c h e s . T h e i n d i v i d u a l 

l i g h t s h a v e m o s t l y l o s t t h e i r m u l l i o n s , t h o u g h o n e b i g w i n d o w o n t h e s e c o n d floor is c o m p l e t e ; 

t h e y h a d t h e n o r m a l f o u r - c e n t r e d h e a d s — w h i c h a r e i n l a r g e m e a s u r e p r e s e r v e d — a n d t h e 

w h o l e f o r m s a s u m p t u o u s a n d h a n d s o m e , t h o u g h r a t h e r m e c h a n i c a l a n d u n i n s p i r e d , p i e c e o f 

a r c h i t e c t u r e . T h e p a r a p e t i s c a r r i e d o n a c o r b e l - t a b l e , a n d n e a r t h e N . e n d t h e r e a r e t w o m o r e 

l e n g t h s o f c o r b e l - t a b l e o n t h e f a c e o f t h e w a l l , c a r r y i n g o u t t h e s u p p o r t s o f a t a l l r e c t a n g u l a r 

c h i m n e y - s t a c k ; a t a b o u t first-floor l e v e l a p r o j e c t i n g c o u r s e o f s l a b s r u n s a l o n g a l m o s t t h e 

w h o l e f r o n t o f t h e b l o c k , s t e p p e d u p a c o u p l e o f t i m e s a s i t r u n s s o u t h w a r d s — t o al l a p p e a r -

a n c e t h e r o o f - t a b l e o f s o m e s o r t o f p e n t i c e , f o r u n d e r it t h e r e a r e n o w i n d o w s a t a l l . U n d e r 

i t s s o u t h e r n a n d h i g h e s t p o r t i o n a d o u b l e r o w o f c o r b e l s f o r w a l l - p l a t e s a n d s t r u t s i n d i c a t e s 

t h e e x i s t e n c e o f a c o n s i d e r a b l e w o o d e n s t r u c t u r e , a n d h e r e , a t t h e h e a d o f a g r a s s y r a m p w h i c h 

w a s o n c e a n o u t s i d e s t a i r , i s t h e l o f t y a r c h o f t h e g r a n d s t a i r w a y ( ( 1 9 ) , F i g . 1 ) . C l o s e b y i s a 

p l a i n l o w d o o r w a y l e a d i n g i n t o t h e u n d e r c r o f t o f t h e h a l l ; a t t h e f a r e n d i s a s i m i l a r o p e n i n g . 

A t t h e N . t h e r e i s a s h o r t u n t i d y p i e c e o f w a l l i n g r i s i n g t o t h e f u l l h e i g h t o f t h e b l o c k a n d 

j o i n i n g it t o t h e t o w e r i n g c o u r t y a r d f r o n t o f P e r r o t ' s b u i l d i n g ( ( 2 0 ) , F i g . 1 ) ; p a r t o f t h i s b o n d s 

w i t h t h e N . r a n g e . T h e S . W . a n g l e is s p l a y e d o f f a t t h e b o t t o m i n o r d e r t o k e e p t h e e n t r a n c e 

t o t h e c o u r t y a r d c l e a r ; t h e u p p e r p a r t o f t h e b u i l d i n g i s c o r b e l l e d o u t a b o v e . T h e s h o r t S . 

e n d i s a l s o s e t a t a n a n g l e , a n d r e t u r n s u p o n t h e b a c k o f t h e g a t e h o u s e i n a c o n s p i c u o u s s t r a i g h t 

j o i n t . 



286 CAREW CASTLE, PEMBROKESHIRE 286 

T h e p a r a p e t o v e r t h e g r e a t e r p a r t o f t h e f r o n t i s a p e r f u n c t o r y i m i t a t i o n o f b a t t l e m e n t s , 

b u t o v e r t h e s t a i r c a s e s e c t i o n t h e r e a r e c o r b i e - s t e p s , i n d i c a t i n g a c h a n g e i n t h e r o o f - p l a n , a n d 

a g a b l e - e n d t o b e m a s k e d . A f o r t u n a t e h o l e i n t h e p a r a p e t a t t h e j u n c t i o n r e v e a l s t h a t t h e r e 

h a s b e e n a n o t h e r a n d m o r e r a d i c a l c h a n g e i n p l a n h e r e ; f o r i t r e v e a l s a n a n g l e i n t h e m a i n 

p a r a p e t , b e l o w w h i c h a j o i n t , v i s i b l e o n c l o s e e x a m i n a t i o n , d e s c e n d s b y w a y o f t h e j a m b o f 

t h e l a r g e d o u b l e w i n d o w b e l o w t o t h a t o f t h e s t a i r w a y d o o r ( 1 9 ) . T h e j o i n t i s w e l l - c o n c e a l e d 

a n d i f t h e o b s e r v e r s e e s t h e w h o l e f r o n t a s a s i n g l e b u i l d , t h a t i s o n l y w h a t w a s t h e i n t e n t i o n 

o f t h e m a s o n s o f S i r R h y s a p T h o m a s , w h o w e r e a t t h e g r e a t e s t p a i n s t o c o v e r t h i s s i g n o f 

a d d i t i o n . A s S p u r r e l l h a s c l e a r l y p o i n t e d o u t , 1 R h y s ' w o r k is n o t t h e o u t c o m e o f a s i n g l e 

c o h e r e n t p l a n ; t h e r e a r e , f o r i n s t a n c e , n u m e r o u s s i g n s o f a d d i t i o n a n d a l t e r a t i o n a r o u n d t h e 

p o r c h o f t h e g r e a t h a l l , b u t t h e r e is n o o t h e r s u c h flagrant a b s e n c e o f f o r e s i g h t a s h e r e o r i g i n a l l y 

c o n d e m n e d a t h r e e - s t o r e y s t a t e b u i l d i n g t o h a v e n o s t a i r w o r t h y o f i t s s i z e a n d e l a b o r a t i o n , 

B u t it i s p e r f e c t l y c l e a r t h a t o n l y t h e s h o r t e s t o f p e r i o d s e l a p s e d b e t w e e n t h e c o m p l e t i o n o f 

t h e t w o s t r u c t u r e s , a n d t h a t t h e w h o l e is t h e w o r k o f R h y s . 

The Grand Stairway 
T h e s t a i r w a y b l o c k i s a s t r u c t u r e o f t h r e e s t o r e y s , a b o u t 2 0 f t . b y 2 5 f t . , i n w h i c h t h e 

s t a i r r i s e s b y t h r e e s t r a i g h t flights ( t o g e t h e r w i t h t h e s m a l l e x t e r n a l s t a i r a l r e a d y m e n t i o n e d ) 

t o t h e s e c o n d floor. A l l t h e s t a i r - t r e a d s h a v e b e e n r o b b e d , a s t h e y h a v e b e e n e v e r y w h e r e i n 

R h y s ' w o r k i n t h e c a s t l e . T h e l o w e s t flight i s c a r r i e d o n a s o l i d r a m p , t h e u p p e r t w o u p o n 

m a s s i v e p l a i n a r c h e s o r v a u l t s , t h e l o w e r o n e b e i n g r a t h e r s h a r p l y p o i n t e d , t h e u p p e r c o m -

p a r a t i v e l y flat. T h e i n n e r w a l l s o f t h e t w o l o w e r f l i g h t s , i n s t e a d o f f o r m i n g b a l u s t r a d e s , r o s e 

t o s e c o n d floor l e v e l t o s u p p o r t t h e floor b e a m s o f a l a r g e a n t e c h a m b e r a t t h e h e a d o f t h e 

s t a i r s , w h i l e t h a t o f t h e t o p m o s t flight f o r m e d t h e a n t e c h a m b e r w a l l . T h e r o u g h l y r e c t a n g u l a r 

s t a i r - w e l l s o f o r m e d , a n d t h e s p a c e s u n d e r t h e a r c h e s o f t h e s t a i r s , w e r e f l o o r e d t o f o r m r o o m s 

a t b a s e m e n t a n d f i r s t floor l e v e l . 

T h e e n t r a n c e ( 1 9 ) t o t h e s t a i r i s set u n d e r a f o u r - c e n t r e d a r c h o f f i n e d e t a i l , u n d a m a g e d 

b y t h e s p o i l e r s ; t h e j a m b s a r e p e r f e c t l y p l a i n , w i t h n o c u t s t o n e — n o t e v e n t h e r e b a t e f o r a 

d o o r . T h e e n t r a n c e , o f c o u r s e , o p e n e d u n d e r t h e p e n t i c e ; f o r t h e s a m e r e a s o n t h e l i g h t i n g o f 

t h e s t a i r w a s s u p p l e m e n t e d b y a s m a l l w i n d o w , a p p a r e n t l y o f t w o l i g h t s , a b o v e t h e e n t r a n c e . 

O p e n i n g o f f t h e f i r s t flight2 a r e , o n t h e l e f t , t h e d o o r o f t h e f i r s t floor h a l l , a n d o n t h e r i g h t , 

a l m o s t o p p o s i t e , a r o u g h b r e a c h , e v i d e n t l y o n t h e s i t e o f t h e d o o r w a y o f t h e f i r s t floor c h a m b e r 

u n d e r t h e s t a i r s . T h e s e c o n d flight r u n s a c r o s s t h e r e a r o f t h e O l d Tower, t h e t h i r d w e s t w a r d 

a l o n g t h e flank o f t h e g a t e h o u s e , w i t h a d o o r w a y i n t o i ts l o f t y f i r s t - f l o o r r o o m . T h i s t h i r d 

flight e n d s a t a l a n d i n g , l i t b y a l a r g e w i n d o w , v e r y b a d l y r o b b e d , w i t h a d o o r w a y o n t h e 

r i g h t . O n e c a n g o n o f u r t h e r , f o r t h e floors h a v e f a l l e n i n ; t h e r o o m a t t h e h e a d o f t h e s t a i r s 

w a s a f i n e l a r g e c h a m b e r , e x t e n d i n g o v e r t h e s t a i r - w e l l , t h e t w o l o w e r flights a n d t h e O l d 

T o w e r , w h o s e r e a r w a l l h a s b e e n p a r t l y d e m o l i s h e d a t t h i s l e v e l . 

T h e b a s e m e n t c h a m b e r d i d n o t c o m m u n i c a t e w i t h t h e s t a i r ; i t is r e a c h e d f r o m t h e 

e n t r a n c e - p a s s a g e b y w a y o f t h e i n s e r t e d d o o r w a y ( 1 5 ) , a n d p r o b a b l y s e r v e d a s a l o d g e f o r 

R h y s ' p o r t e r . O n t h e o t h e r s i d e o f i t a v a u l t e d p a s s a g e r u n s t h r o u g h t h e b a s e o f t h e s t a i r -

r a m p i n t o t h e g r e a t u n d e r c r o f t b e l o w t h e h a l l . T h e r o o m is l i g h t e d b y a s m a l l w i n d o w , c o m -

p l e t e l y r o b b e d ; i t i s d a r k a n d g l o o m y , a n d m u s t o r i g i n a l l y h a v e b e e n d a r k e r stil l . I n t h e S . W . 

c o r n e r is a s m a l l f i r e p l a c e ( ( 2 1 ) , F i g . 1 ) , t h i s h a s b e e n s o v i o l e n t l y m u t i l a t e d a s t o e x p o s e , i n t h e 

w a l l b e h i n d i t , t h e c o r n e r o f t h e g a t e h o u s e , r e v e a l i n g t h a t t h e w a l l o f t h e l a t t e r h a s n o t o n l y 

b e e n e x t e n d e d t o t h e W . b u t t h i c k e n e d o n t h e N . i n o r d e r t o h e l p c a r r y t h e s t a i r s a n d a c c o m -

m o d a t e t h e c h i m n e y s o f t h i s f i r e p l a c e a n d i t s c o m p a n i o n i n t h e r o o m a b o v e . T h i s u p p e r 

c h a m b e r i s s i m i l a r i n s i z e a n d f e a t u r e s t o t h e l o w e r ; i ts o n l y d o o r o p e n e d o n t o t h e s t a i r s ; i t 

h a s i n v e r y m u c h t h e s a m e p o s i t i o n s a f i r e p l a c e a n d a w i n d o w , t h e l a t t e r b e i n g a s m a l l o n e o f 

t w o l i g h t s , w h i c h h a s l o s t i ts c e n t r e m u l l i o n , b u t i s o t h e r w i s e i n r e m a r k a b l y g o o d c o n d i t i o n . 

T h e g r e a t a r c h o f t h e s e c o n d f l i g h t o f s t a i r s s p r i n g s f r o m t h e l e v e l o f i t s floor, s o t h a t t h e w h o l e 

b a c k o f t h e r o o m t o o k t h e f o r m o f a g r e a t v a u l t e d a l c o v e . 3 

1 Op. cit., 8, footnote. 2 For the stair, see Fig. 3. 
3 This is not represented on Fig. 3, as it runs under the stair. 
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Basement of the East Block — The Old Tower 
A t t h e b a c k o f t h e b a s e m e n t r o o m u n d e r t h e g r a n d s t a i r a d o o r w a y o p e n s i n t o a s m a l l 

d a r k v a u l t e d r o o m b e n e a t h t h e O l d T o w e r . I t s f e a t u r e s a r e f e w , b u t s i n g u l a r : t h e m a i n p a r t 

o f t h e r o o m is s p a n n e d b y a b a r r e l - v a u l t — r e m a r k a b l y h i g h f o r t h e v a u l t o f a b a s e m e n t c h a m b e r 

— a n d a c r o s s t h e E . e n d ( ( 2 2 ) , F i g . i ) is a w i d e a n d m a s s i v e r o u n d a r c h , n f t . 8 i n . , h i g h , 

p e r f e c t l y p l a i n , o f t h e t y p e w h i c h is f r e q u e n t l y e m p l o y e d , a s t h e a u t h o r i t i e s r e m i n d u s , i n t h e 

o p e n i n g s o f castles d u r i n g t h e G o t h i c p e r i o d . T h i s , h o w e v e r , is a b l i n d a r c h e n c l o s i n g o n l y a 

r e c e s s w i t h a s m a l l l o o p e c c e n t r i c a l l y p l a c e d i n i t — a l t o g e t h e r , a s i n g u l a r l y p o i n t l e s s f e a t u r e . 

A t t h e o t h e r e n d , b e s i d e t h e d o o r , i s a n o t h e r s m a l l l i g h t i n g - l o o p , w i t h a t h i r d a b o v e it , c l o s e 

u n d e r t h e v a u l t . M e a s u r e m e n t c l e a r l y s h o w s t h a t i t s w a l l s a r e o d d l y p r o p o r t i o n e d ; t h e flanks a r e 

v e r y m u c h m o r e s o l i d t h a n t h e b a c k a n d f r o n t — t h e b a c k i n p a r t i c u l a r is flimsy. T h e w h o l e h a s 

t h e a i r o f a r a t h e r p r i m i t i v e s q u a r e g a t e h o u s e w a l l e d u p a t f r o n t a n d r e a r ; t h e e x t e r i o r , h o w e v e r , 

r e v e a l s n o t r a c e o f a n y s u c h o p e r a t i o n . F o r t u n a t e l y t h i s p r o b l e m h a s e v i d e n t l y e x e r c i s e d t h e 

m i n d o f a n e a r l i e r a n t i q u a r i a n , f o r s o m e o n e ( a g a i n , p e r h a p s , M r . C o b b ) h a s p r i s e d o p e n t h e 

w a l l i n t h e N . W . c o r n e r , r e v e a l i n g a d e f i n i t e j o i n t ( ( 2 3 ) , F i g . i ) a n d t h u s s h o w i n g t h a t t h i s t h i n 

r e a r w a l l is i n f a c t a n a d d i t i o n . I n v i e w o f t h i s , i t s e e m s m o s t u n l i k e l y t h a t t h e f r o n t w a l l i s 

o r i g i n a l . T h e r e i s n o s u g g e s t i o n t h a t t h e t o w e r w a s o p e n t o t h e r e a r , o r o n l y c l o s e d w i t h a 

t i m b e r p a r t i t i o n ; i n d e e d t h e first floor f o r m s a p e r f e c t l y n o r m a l i n d e p e n d e n t s t r u c t u r e , w i t h 

w a l l s o f m o r e o r l e s s u n i f o r m t h i c k n e s s ( t h i n n e r t h a n t h e flank w a l l s b e l o w , b u t t h i c k e r t h a n 

t h e i n s e r t e d r e a r ) . I t is o n t h e s a m e l e v e l a s t h e p o r t c u l l i s c h a m b e r o v e r t h e m a i n g a t e w h e r e a s 

o r d i n a r y b a s e m e n t s , s u c h a s t h a t o f t h e C h a p e l T o w e r , a r e f a r l o w e r i n t h e v a u l t . 

S i n c e , t h e r e f o r e , w e c a n n o t v i s u a l i z e t h i s t o w e r a s e v e r h a v i n g b e e n a t h r e e - s i d e d a f f a i r 

w i t h a n o p e n r e a r , l i k e t h e t o w e r s o f F r a m l i n g h a m , i t f o l l o w s t h a t t h e t h i n f r o n t w a l l is a s m u c h 

a n a d d i t i o n a s i ts f e l l o w a t t h e r e a r , t h a t t h e O l d T o w e r w a s d e s i g n e d a s a g a t e h o u s e i n t h e 

first p l a c e , a s t h e p r o p o r t i o n s a n d f e a t u r e s o f i t s b a s e m e n t s o s t r o n g l y s u g g e s t , a n d t h a t i t w a s 

l a t e r w a l l e d u p a s a n u m b e r o f o t h e r m e d i e v a l g a t e s h a v e b e e n , n o t a b l y t h e g r e a t r e c t a n g u l a r 

g a t e h o u s e o f L u d l o w C a s t l e . I t s e e m s c l e a r t h a t t h i s a l t e r a t i o n w a s n o t c a r r i e d o u t — a s m i g h t 

w e l l b e s u p p o s e d i n t h e first p l a c e — a s p a r t o f t h e g r e a t E d w a r d i a n b u i l d i n g p r o g r a m m e ; 

i f i t h a d b e e n w e s h o u l d e x p e c t t o s e e a m u c h l e s s c a r e f u l d i s s i m u l a t i o n o f t h e b l o c k i n g — 

n o t h i n g c o u l d b e m o r e b a r e f a c e d t h a n t h e o p e n j o i n t ( 8 ) w h e r e t h e E d w a r d i a n c o n s t r u c t i o n 

m e e t s t h e flank o f t h e O l d T o w e r — a n d a t t h e s a m e t i m e t h e l o o p i n t h e b l o c k i n g o f t h e a r c h 

( 2 2 ) w o u l d n o t b e a s h o r t l i g h t , b u t a l o n g fighting sl it l i k e t h o s e i n t h e C h a p e l T o w e r a n d n e a r 

it . P l a i n l y , t h e r e f o r e , t h e g a t e h a d a l r e a d y b e e n w a l l e d u p w h e n t h e l a t e i j t h - c e n t u r y w o r k 

b e g a n ; t h e f e a t u r e s o f t h e b l o c k i n g w a l l s a r e t o o p l a i n t o a l l o w a n y c l o s e r d a t i n g , b u t t h e g a t e 

s e e m s t o h a v e b e e n b l o c k e d v e r y e a r l y , s o o n a f t e r t h e d a t e o f t h e o r i g i n a l b u i l d i n g a t t h e e n d 

o f t h e 1 2 t h o r t h e b e g i n n i n g o f t h e 1 3 t h c e n t u r y . T h e t o w e r t h u s f o r m e d , l i k e t h a t a t L u d l o w , 

w a s n e v e r a k e e p i n t h e n o r m a l m i l i t a r y s e n s e ; t h e b a s e m e n t d o o r i s w e a k a n d t h e r e i s n o 

c o m m u n i c a t i o n b e t w e e n t h e t w o l o w e r s t a g e s . 

The Great Undercroft below the Hall 
T h e u n d e r c r o f t o f t h e h a l l b l o c k i s a g r e a t v a u l t e d r o o m a p p r o x i m a t e l y 2 0 f t . b y 5 0 f t . 

I t is c o v e r e d i n a l o w a n d r o u g h s e g m e n t a l b a r r e l - v a u l t s p r i n g i n g f r o m a s e r i e s o f s u b s i d i a r y 

s e g m e n t a l v a u l t s s u p p o r t e d o n r o u g h s q u a r e p i e r s a l o n g t h e s i d e s . I t h a d p l a i n r i b s , b u t o n l y t h e 

s p r i n g i n g s o f t h e s e r e m a i n . I n t h e m i d d l e i t i s d i v i d e d b y a c l u m s y o b l i q u e w a l l b e y o n d w h i c h 

a g o o d d e a l o f t h e v a u l t h a s f a l l e n . T h e r e a r e s i x d o o r w a y s a n d n o w i n d o w s w h a t e v e r a l t h o u g h 

t h e e n t r a n c e ( 2 4 ) o n t h e S . c a n n o t s t r i c t l y b e c a l l e d a d o o r w a y , a s i ts c r u d e j a m b s h a v e n o r e b a t e 

a n d b e a r t h e a p p e a r a n c e o f t h e s i d e s o f s o m e o p e n i n g — a l i g h t , p r e s u m a b l y — w h i c h h a s 

b e e n b r o k e n t h r o u g h ; t h e E . j a m b h a s n o b o n d t o t h e c o r n e r o f t h e O l d T o w e r b e h i n d it — 

w h i c h is a s o n e w o u l d e x p e c t ; i n t h e o t h e r j a m b is a s t r a i g h t j o i n t b e t w e e n t h e r a m p o f t h e 

g r a n d s t a i r w a y a n d t h e w a l l o f t h e u n d e r c r o f t i t s e l f . A t t h e S . E . c o r n e r a d o o r o p e n s i n t o t h e 

m u r a l g a l l e r y r u n n i n g a c r o s s t h e b a c k o f t h e C h a p e l T o w e r a n d c o m m u n i c a t i n g w i t h i t a n d t h e 

g r e a t t u r r e t t o t h e N . , a n o t h e r d o o r w a y i n t h e S . W . c o r n e r l e a d s o u t i n t o t h e c o u r t y a r d ; b e t w e e n 

t h i s l a s t a n d t h e e n t r a n c e ( 2 4 ) i s a l o o p , b l o c k e d b y t h e r a m p b u i l t a l o n g s i d e i t . T h e t w o 

d o o r w a y s i n t o t h e c o u r t y a r d ( ( 2 5 ) ( 2 5 ) , F i g . 1 ) h a v e s o m e s u r p r i s i n g f e a t u r e s ; i n e a c h t h e 

r e b a t e f o r t h e d o o r i s s o m e d i s t a n c e i n f r o m t h e f a c e o f t h e v e r y t h i c k w a l l , a n d i m m e d i a t e l y 
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o u t s i d e i t a s t r a i g h t j o i n t i s v i s i b l e o n e a c h s i d e i n t h e t h i c k n e s s o f t h e m a s o n r y . ( T h e e n d o f 

t h i s j o i n t is a l s o v i s i b l e i n t h e N . w a l l o f t h e g r a n d s t a i r , u p t o first floor l e v e l . ) A s e c o n d s t r a i g h t 

j o i n t i n t h e N . j a m b , t o w a r d s t h e i n s i d e o f t h e b u i l d i n g , m e r e l y s h o w s t h a t t h e s q u a r e p i e r 

o f t h e v a u l t , w h i c h s t a n d s a l o n g s i d e t h e d o o r w a y , i s a n a d d i t i o n ; i n f a c t a l l i ts c o m p a n i o n s 

a r e s e c o n d a r y . 

W e n o w h a v e s o m e d a t a a b o u t t h e u n d e r c r o f t . I t i s l a t e r t h a n t h e O l d T o w e r , a s w e h a v e 

s e e n , a n d e a r l i e r t h a n t h e g r a n d s t a i r w a y , o n t h e e v i d e n c e o f t h e b l o c k e d l o o p i n t h e S . w a l l . 

A t t h e s a m e t i m e , t h e i n n e r p o r t i o n o f t h e w a l l i s o f d i f f e r e n t d a t e t o R h y s ' f a c i n g , a n d s o 

p r e s u m a b l y o l d e r , e s p e c i a l l y a s i t c o n t a i n s t h e r e b a t e s f o r t h e d o o r s . I t w i l l b e s h o w n t h a t i t 

i s c o e v a l w i t h t h e C h a p e l T o w e r . T h e p i e r s o f t h e v a u l t a r e s e c o n d a r y , a n d s o n a t u r a l l y is 

t h e v a u l t i t s e l f , a n d a r e p r o b a b l y t h e w o r k o f R h y s a l t h o u g h t h i s c a n n o t b e p r o v e d . 

T h e N . E . c o r n e r o f t h e u n d e r c r o f t i s d e c i d e d l y c u r i o u s ; h e r e , r i g h t i n t h e a n g l e , a r e t w o 

s m a l l d o o r w a y s , p a r t l y c o n c e a l e d b e h i n d a l a r g e d e t a c h e d p i e r ((26), F i g . i ) w h i c h c a r r i e s 

t h e m a i n v a u l t a n d t h e t w o m i n i a t u r e b a r r e l - v a u l t s s p a n n i n g t h e n a r r o w p a s s a g e r o u n d t h e 

a n g l e w h i c h g i v e s a c c e s s t o t h e d o o r w a y s . P l a i n l y t h e s e l a s t w e r e o r i g i n a l f e a t u r e s , a n d t h i s 

c l u m s y e x p e d i e n t w a s d e v i s e d t o p r e v e n t t h e i n s e r t e d v a u l t f r o m b l o c k i n g t h e m ; it w a s w e a k 

a s w e l l a s c l u m s y , f o r i t i s a t t h i s p o i n t t h a t p a r t o f t h e v a u l t h a s f a l l e n i n . 

T h e d o o r o n t h e N . is b l o c k e d b y a r o u g h w a l l — p a r t o f t h e w a l l o f S i r J o h n P e r r o t ' s 

b u i l d i n g . T h e o t h e r d o o r l e a d s u p a l i t t l e s t a i r t o a c o u p l e o f v e r y s m a l l r o o m s i n t h e b a s e m e n t 

o f t h e g r e a t N . E . t u r r e t . T h e f u r t h e r o f t h e s e is a n a r r o w l a t r i n e ; t h e W . r o o m ( 2 8 ) w i t h a 

s i n g l e l i g h t d i r e c t e d c o n s p i c u o u s l y t o t h e N . E . i s o f u n c e r t a i n p u r p o s e . 

T h e d o o r w a y o p e n i n g o u t o f t h e S . E . c o r n e r o f t h e g r e a t u n d e r c r o f t a f f o r d s w h a t m u s t 

h a v e b e e n i n t h e m i d d l e a g e s t h e p r i n c i p a l a c c e s s , n o t o n l y t o t h e b a s e m e n t o f t h e C h a p e l 

T o w e r , b u t t o i t s u p p e r floors a n d t h e u p p e r p a r t o f t h e b l o c k i n g e n e r a l . I t i s c l e a r t h a t t h e 

u n d e r c r o f t , w i t h i ts n u m e r o u s d o o r w a y s a n d i t s l a t r i n e a c c o m m o d a t i o n , w a s b y n o m e a n s t h e 

m e r e s t o r e - r o o m w h i c h o n e e x p e c t s b e n e a t h a first-floor h a l l . 

The Chapel Tower Basement, etc. 
T h e S . E . d o o r f r o m t h e g r e a t u n d e r c r o f t o p e n s i n t o a l o n g p a s s a g e i n t h e t h i c k n e s s o f 

t h e w a l l , l it a t i ts e n t r a n c e b y a b i g a r r o w - s l i t . N o r t h o f t h i s i s t h e f o o t o f a n e w e l s t a i r w h i c h 

r i s e s t o t h e b a t t l e m e n t s o f t h e C h a p e l T o w e r , a n d i m m e d i a t e l y b e y o n d , t h r o u g h a d o o r w a y 

w i t h t h e h o l e s f o r a s t o u t b a r , is t h e b a s e m e n t o f t h e C h a p e l T o w e r — a l o n g r o o m w i t h a s e m i -

o c t a g o n a l e n d , v a u l t e d i n t h r e e b a y s , w i t h p l a i n r i b s n o w m o s t l y d e s t r o y e d . T h e r e a r e f o u r 

l i g h t s , a l l a r r o w - s l i t s , a n d a fireplace; t h e p a s s a g e e n d o f t h e r o o m w a s d i v i d e d o f f b y a m o d e r n 

w a l l . B e y o n d t h e t o w e r , i n t h e b a s e m e n t o f t h e g r e a t t u r r e t , i s a s m a l l v a u l t e d r o o m w i t h a 

l a t r i n e i n t h e f a r c o r n e r n e x t t o t h a t s e r v i n g t h e g r e a t u n d e r c r o f t . 

H e r e a g a i n w e h a v e s o m e t h i n g v e r y u n u s u a l i n a b a s e m e n t ; a r e g u l a r s u i t e o f h a b i t a b l e 

q u a r t e r s , w i t h t w o r o o m s , a fireplace, a l a t r i n e a n d a d o o r s u f f i c i e n t t o e n s u r e p r i v a c y ; a t r i f l e 

d a r k n o d o u b t , b u t o t h e r w i s e a set o f q u a r t e r s d e l i b e r a t e l y a n d e f f i c i e n t l y d e s i g n e d a s a w h o l e , 

s u i t a b l e f o r i m p o r t a n t g u e s t s o r t h e l o r d o f C a r e w ' s m o s t t r u s t e d o f f i c i a l s ; t h i s m a y h a v e b e e n 

t h e C o n s t a b l e ' s q u a r t e r s . A v e r y s i m i l a r p l a n i s f o l l o w e d o n t h e t w o u p p e r s t o r e y s . 

The Upper Floors of the East Block — the Hall 
T h e n e w e l s t a i r o f t h e C h a p e l T o w e r l e a d s u p t o a l i t t l e l a n d i n g ( ( 2 9 ) , F i g . 3 ) f r o m w h i c h 

a r e s t a i r s t o l e f t a n d r i g h t l e a d i n g t o t h e O l d T o w e r a n d t h e C h a p e l , a n d a d o o r w a y l e a d i n g 

s t r a i g h t a h e a d i n t o t h e H a l l . T h i s i s a n o r i g i n a l m e d i e v a l d o o r w a y , s o t h a t w e h a v e h e r e o n e 

o f t h e e n t r a n c e s t o t h e h a l l o f t h e E d w a r d i a n c a s t l e . B u t t h e h a l l i t s e l f h a s u n d e r g o n e m a n y 

a l t e r a t i o n s . T h e g r e a t u n r o o f e d s t r u c t u r e h a s n o w t w o floors a b o v e t h e v a u l t e d b a s e m e n t , 

a n d t h e w i n d o w s o v e r l o o k i n g t h e c o u r t y a r d ( t h e r e a r e n o o t h e r s , o n a c c o u n t o f t h e h i g h 

b u i l d i n g s o n t h e o t h e r t h r e e s i d e s ) a r e al l E a r l y T u d o r , a s a r e t h e t w o fireplaces i n t h e s a m e w a l l . 

T h i s w a l l i s m u c h t h i n n e r t h a n t h e e x t r e m e l y s o l i d c o m p o s i t e w a l l i n t h e b a s e m e n t ; i n f a c t i t 

r e p r e s e n t s o n l y t h e r a t h e r t h i c k T u d o r f a c i n g o f t h e l a t t e r ; t h e i n n e r a n d o l d e r t h i c k n e s s is 

c u t d o w n t o t h e l e v e l o f t h e floor, l e a v i n g R h y s ' h a l l s o m e 3 f t . w i d e r t h a n i t s p r e d e c e s s o r . 

T h e f e a t u r e s o f t h i s w a l l o f t h e b u i l d i n g a r e a l m o s t e x a c t l y t h e s a m e o n b o t h floors; 

o n t h e first f l o o r w e h a v e — g o i n g n o r t h w a r d • — t w o w i n d o w s , a p p a r e n t l y o f t h r e e fights, 

b u t v e r y t h o r o u g h l y p i l l a g e d ; t h e i r s i l ls a r e h i g h a n d s l o p i n g , a n d t h e i r j a m b s a r e v e r y w i d e l y 
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s p l a y e d . N e x t c o m e s a l a r g e fireplace o f r a t h e r i r r e g u l a r f o r m , w i t h n o s u r v i v i n g c u t s t o n e ; 

finally, i n a r e c t a n g u l a r r e c e s s , a v e r y l a r g e w i n d o w w i t h a l o w sil l . T h i s h a s b e e n s o g r e a t l y 

d a m a g e d t h a t t h e h e a d h a s f a l l e n i n a n d t h e w a l l o v e r it is s u s t a i n e d b y t h e r e l i e v i n g - a r c h a l o n e . 

T h e u p p e r w i n d o w s a r e s u p e r i m p o s e d e x a c t l y a b o v e t h o s e b e l o w a n d t h e t w o fireplaces a r e 

a l s o a p p r o x i m a t e l y i n l i n e . T h e s e c o n d - f l o o r fireplace i s a m a g n i f i c e n t p i e c e o f T u d o r o r n a -

m e n t , w i t h i ts R o y a l a r m s a n d floral c a r v i n g ; i t s e e m s e x t r a o r d i n a r y t h a t i t s h o u l d h a v e b e e n 

s p a r e d , e v e n t h o u g h t h e p r i n c i p a l s p o i l e r s o f t h e c a s t l e s e e m t o h a v e b e e n i n t e r e s t e d m o s t l y 

i n r e l a t i v e l y s t r a i g h t a n d p l a i n p i e c e s o f f r e e s t o n e . H o w e v e r , t h e u p p e r w i n d o w s a r e a l s o 

c o m p a r a t i v e l y w e l l p r e s e r v e d . T h e l a r g e s t , i n d e e d , i s c o m p l e t e ; i t is o f f o u r l i g h t s , a s t h e r u i n e d 

w i n d o w b e l o w i t p r e s u m a b l y w a s . 

T h e o t h e r w a l l s o f t h e h a l l b l o c k h a v e v e r y f e w f e a t u r e s , t h o u g h t h e s e a r e i n f o r m a t i v e . 

T h e l o n g E . w a l l h a s n o o p e n i n g s e x c e p t t h e d o o r a l r e a d y m e n t i o n e d , a d a m a g e d o p e n i n g — 

( ( 3 0 ) , F i g . 3 ) e v i d e n t l y a h a g i o s c o p e — i n t o t h e b a c k o f t h e c h a p e l , a n d a n o t h e r ( 3 1 ) , a b o v e it , 

w h i c h w a s p r o b a b l y a w i n d o w i n t h e b a c k o f t h e t o w e r a s first b u i l t , a n d l a t e r a d o o r c o n n e c t i n g 

t h e s e c o n d - f l o o r r o o m s , b u t w h i c h i s n o w s o r a w a n d f e a t u r e l e s s a b r e a c h t h a t all t h i s c a n o n l y 

b e c o n j e c t u r e . T h e r e a r e a c o u p l e o f b l o c k e d l o o p s a t t h i s l e v e l a s w e l l . 

W e a r e n o w a b l e t o d a t e t h e o r i g i n a l h a l l m o r e c l o s e l y . I t s E . w a l l i s p a r t a n d p a r c e l 

w i t h t h e C h a p e l T o w e r , w h o s e s t a i r a n d p a s s a g e s it e n c l o s e s , a n d w h o s e v a u l t s s p r i n g f r o m it . 

T h e r e a r e n o l i g h t s i n t h i s w a l l b e l o w t h e s e c o n d floor, a l t h o u g h t h e r e is a n o r i g i n a l d o o r a t 

first-floor l e v e l . 1 T h u s it is c l e a r t h a t a l a r g e t w o - s t o r e y b u i l d i n g a c r o s s t h e b a c k o f t h i s p a r t 

o f t h e d e f e n c e s f o r m e d p a r t o f t h e o r i g i n a l p l a n , a n d t h a t t h e t h i r d s t o r e y is e n t i r e l y d u e t o 

R h y s . T h e e v i d e n c e o f t h e S . w a l l s u p p o r t s t h i s . T h i s w a l l h a s d o o r w a y s o n b o t h floors, 

b u t n o o t h e r o p e n i n g ; i t b e a r s , h o w e v e r , n o f e w e r t h a n t h r e e r o o f - l i n e s : t h e first, a h i g h 

g a b l e - e n d c o v e r i n g t h e w h o l e b u i l d i n g r e p r e s e n t i n g R h y s ' h e i g h t e n i n g o f t h e s t r u c t u r e , t h e 

s e c o n d , a f u l l s t o r e y l o w e r , b e i n g t h e o r i g i n a l g a b l e o f t h e 1 3 t h c e n t u r y . T h e t h i r d l i n e i s 

t h a t o f a l e a n - t o r o o f , b u i l t a l o n g t h e S . w a l l , a n d s l o p i n g d o w n t h e E . a n d W . w a l l s t o t h e 

floor, w h i c h it r e a c h e s j u s t b e y o n d t h e d o o r w a y t o t h e C h a p e l T o w e r s t a i r . I t c a n h a v e 

c o v e r e d o n l y a p a s s a g e b e t w e e n t h e t w o d o o r s ; e v i d e n t l y i t w a s m a d e a t s o m e t i m e i n t h e 

c a s t l e ' s d e c a d e n c e w h e n t h e C h a p e l T o w e r a n d g r a n d s t a i r w a y c h a m b e r s w e r e sti l l h a b i t a b l e 

a n d n e e d e d t o b e c o n n e c t e d , b u t t h e h a l l b l o c k b e t w e e n w a s u n r o o f e d a n d o p e n t o t h e w e a t h e r . 

T h e w a l l a l s o s h o w s a v e r y c o n s p i c u o u s s t r a i g h t j o i n t ( ( 3 2 ) , F i g . 3 ) a t first-floor l e v e l , w h i c h 

is i n f a c t t h e c o r n e r o f t h e O l d T o w e r ; f r o m t h e l e v e l o f t h e s e c o n d floor u p w a r d s t h i s fine is 

o b s c u r e d b y a s t r i p o f m a s o n r y i n s e r t e d a t t h e j u n c t i o n b e t w e e n t h e o l d m a s o n r y a n d w h a t , 

a t t h i s l e v e l , w i l l b e t h e w o r k o f R h y s . I t i s c l e a r l y t h e b a c k o f a fireplace, f o r t h e r e i s a ta l l 

c h i m n e y a b o v e it . 

A t t h e o t h e r e n d o f t h e h a l l o n l y t h e h i g h e s t o f t h e s e r o o f - l i n e s i s t o b e s e e n , a n d c l e a r l y 

t h i s w a l l i s e n t i r e l y t h e w o r k o f R h y s ; i t d o e s n o t e x a c t l y f o l l o w t h e l i n e o f t h e o l d e r w a l l i n 

t h e b a s e m e n t , a n d is r e l a t i v e l y t h i n . I t i s w i t h o u t a n y o t h e r f e a t u r e s w h a t e v e r , e x c e p t f o r a 

s m a l l o p e n i n g i n t h e N . E . c o r n e r ( 3 3 ) , w h i c h m a y b e a r o b b e d d o o r w a y , b u t m i g h t a l s o b e 

t h e r e s u l t o f a m i n o r s t r u c t u r a l f a i l u r e , f o r a t t h i s p o i n t t h e w a l l o f t h e h a l l is s e e n t o f o r m a 

v e r y t h i n c a s i n g t o a n o l d e r w a l l w h i c h c u r v e s i n b e h i n d i t ; t h e r e is a s t r u c t u r a l h a l f - a r c h o v e r 

t h i s p o i n t o f w e a k n e s s . 

The Old Tower and the Gatehouse 
F r o m t h e l a n d i n g ( 2 9 ) a s t a i r i n t h e t h i c k n e s s o f t h e w a l l l e a d s i n t o t h e first-floor r o o m 

o f t h e O l d T o w e r b y w a y o f a n i n s e r t e d d o o r . T h i s r o o m i s a p l a i n , l o w c h a m b e r , w i t h l i g h t s 

i n f r o n t a n d r e a r ; t h e l a t t e r , a n o r i g i n a l o p e n i n g , l o o k s o u t o n t h e m i d d l e flight o f t h e g r a n d 

s t a i r , b u t t h e l i g h t i n t h e f r o n t w a s e v i d e n t l y e n l a r g e d b y R h y s t o f o r m a fine w i n d o w , w h i c h , 

b e i n g e a s i l y a c c e s s i b l e , h a s b e e n t h r o u g h l y r o b b e d o f i t s a s h l a r . B e s i d e it i s a fireplace. 

O p p o s i t e t h e e n t r a n c e d o o r w a y i s a n o t h e r ( 3 4 ) , r o u g h l y b u i l t , w i t h a p e r f e c t l y p l a i n 

r o u n d a r c h ; t h i s i s e v i d e n t l y a v e r y e a r l y f e a t u r e , c o n t e m p o r a r y a t t h e l a t e s t w i t h t h e l a t r i n e -

b l o c k , i n t o t h e o u t e r o f w h o s e t w o s m a l l v a u l t e d c h a m b e r s i t l e a d s . T h i s i n i t s p r e s e n t 

f o r m is a m e r e w i d e n i n g o f t h e p a s s a g e i n t o t h e p o r t c u l l i s c h a m b e r ; t h e i n n e r c h a m b e r i s t h e 

1 Unfortunately, the bonds between the remainder of the hall structure and this obviously late I3th-century wall are obscured; however, the evidence of the openings is decisive. 
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l a t r i n e , w i t h t h e r e b a t e s f o r i ts w o o d e n s e a t , a n d a w i d e c h a s e b e l o w . B o t h c h a m b e r s a r e 

l i g h t e d b y l i t t l e l o o p h o l e s s e t v e r y l o w d o w n n e a r t h e floor; t h a t i n t h e l a t r i n e o p e n s i n t o w h a t 

is n o w t h e p o r t c u l l i s c h a m b e r , w h i c h i s r e a c h e d f r o m t h e s m a l l o u t e r r o o m b y a p l a i n o p e n i n g , 

p r e s u m a b l y i n s e r t e d , w i t h o u t r e b a t e s f o r a d o o r . O t h e r m a r k s o f a d d i t i o n a n d a l t e r a t i o n a r e 

a l s o t o b e s e e n n e a r h e r e : t h e j u n c t i o n b e t w e e n t h e O l d T o w e r p r o p e r a n d i t s l a t r i n e - b l o c k ( 1 0 ) 

is v i s i b l e a s a f a i r l y g o o d f a l s e b o n d ; t h a t b e t w e e n t h e l a t r i n e - b l o c k a n d t h e c u r t a i n t o t h e 

s o u t h ( I I ) is a c l e a r o p e n j o i n t . A t t h e s a m e t i m e t h e r e h a s b e e n s o m e i n t e r f e r e n c e w i t h t h e 

w a l l o f t h e l a t r i n e , a n d t h e g r e a t w i n d o w o v e r t h e g a t e , e v e n i n i t s r u i n , is l i k e n o t h i n g b u i l t 

i n t h e m i d d l e a g e s . I t is s p a n n e d b y a g r e a t l o w s e g m e n t a l a r c h , s u p p o r t e d b y c o r b e l s o n e i t h e r 

s i d e , a n d w i t h o n e j a m b c u r i o u s l y t h i c k e n e d , s o a s a l m o s t t o b l o c k t h e p a s s a g e ( 3 5 ) , w h i c h 

r u n s S . t o w a r d s t h e S . E . T o w e r , b u t is b r o k e n o f f a f t e r a f e w f e e t b y t h e C i v i l W a r d a m a g e . 

T h e p o r t c u l l i s c h a m b e r i s v e r y m u c h d a m a g e d . I t s floor h a s b e e n c o n c r e t e d t o p r o t e c t 

t h e v a u l t o f t h e e n t r a n c e b e l o w i t ; i t s r e a r h a s b e e n b a d l y s h a t t e r e d , t h e w h o l e b a c k w a l l a n d 

a b o u t h a l f o f t h e s o u t h flank, w i t h a p r o p o r t i o n a t e p a r t o f t h e v a u l t a b o v e , h a v i n g c o m p l e t e l y 

v a n i s h e d ; e v e n t h e fireplace a n d d o o r w a y i n t h e s u r v i v i n g w a l l a r e s o w r e c k e d a n d r o b b e d a s 

t o b e q u i t e f e a t u r e l e s s . T h e fireplace ( 3 6 ) w a s i n s e r t e d a c r o s s t h e j u n c t i o n b e t w e e n t h e l a t r i n e -

b l o c k o f t h e O l d T o w e r a n d t h e g a t e h o u s e , a n d a l t h o u g h r a t h e r c l o s e t o t h e p o i n t a t w h i c h 

t h e p o r t c u l l i s r o s e i n t h e r o o m , c a n n o t w i t h a n y s p e c i a l c o n f i d e n c e b e a s c r i b e d t o R h y s ; t h e 

d o o r w a y a l o n g s i d e it , h o w e v e r , c o m m u n i c a t e s w i t h t h e g r a n d s t a i r , a n d i s t h e r e f o r e e v i d e n t l y 

a T u d o r i n s e r t i o n . 

T h e v a u l t i s v e r y h i g h ; i t i s c l e a r f r o m o u t s i d e t h e c a s t l e t h a t t h i s first floor, a s r e b u i l t , 

t a k e s i n t h e o r i g i n a l t w o u p p e r s t o r e y s o f t h e g a t e h o u s e . T h e r e is f u r t h e r e v i d e n c e i n s i d e , 

f o r t h e s e c o n d - f l o o r p a s s a g e f r o m t h e O l d T o w e r o p e n s i n t h e h a u n c h o f t h e v a u l t a b o v e t h e 

first-floor e n t r a n c e . 

T h e p r e s e n t s e c o n d - f l o o r r o o m o f t h e g a t e h o u s e is e n t i r e l y t h e w o r k o f R h y s . I t m u s t 

o r i g i n a l l y h a v e b e e n r e a c h e d f r o m t h e s h a t t e r e d b u i l d i n g t o t h e S . , t h e t h i r d s t o r e y o f w h i c h 

w a s a l s o a d d e d a t t h i s t i m e . T h i s u p p e r c h a m b e r i s e v e n m o r e b a d l y d a m a g e d t h a n t h a t b e l o w , 

f o r i t s S . w a l l is c o m p l e t e l y d e s t r o y e d . T h e r e is a fireplace i n t h e N . w a l l , a s m a l l w i n d o w o v e r 

t h e g a t e ( c o m p l e t e l y r e b u i l t i n m o d e r n t i m e s ) a n d t h e j a m b o f a n o t h e r r e m a i n i n g a t t h e e n d 

o f t h e r e a r w a l l . 

T h e g a t e h o u s e p r o j e c t s i n t o t h e s t a i r c a s e b l o c k , a n d its a n g l e i s v i s i b l e a s a s t r a i g h t j o i n t 

i n t h e w a l l o f t h e t h i r d flight ( ( 3 7 ) , F i g . 3 ) . 

T h e w h o l e s e c o n d floor o f t h e O l d T o w e r a n d t h e m a i n p a r t o f t h e s t a i r c a s e b u i l d i n g 

w e r e t h r o w n i n t o o n e t o f o r m a g r e a t L - s h a p e d r o o m , t h e a n t e c h a m b e r o f t h e s t a t e d i n i n g 

r o o m . T h i s r o o m , floorless a n d i n a c c e s s i b l e , c a n n e v e r t h e l e s s b e e f f e c t i v e l y e x a m i n e d f r o m 

i t s t w o e n t r a n c e s , o n e a t t h e h e a d o f t h e g r a n d s t a i r , t h e o t h e r r e a c h e d f r o m t h e n e w e l s t a i r 

o f t h e C h a p e l T o w e r b y a s h o r t flight o f s t e p s i n t h e t h i c k n e s s o f t h e w a l l . O f t h e o r i g i n a l 

d e t a i l s o f t h e O l d T o w e r o n l y a b l o c k e d sl it b e s i d e t h i s s e c o n d d o o r w a y r e m a i n s ; t h e w i n d o w 

i n t h e E . w a l l h a s b e e n a l t e r e d b y R h y s t o f o r m a s m a l l o r i e l ( 9 ) ; t h e r e a r o f t h e t o w e r h a s b e e n 

b r o k e n t h r o u g h t o j o i n w i t h R h y s ' a d d i t i o n ; a t t h e p o i n t o f j u n c t i o n is a fine l a r g e fireplace ( 3 8 ) , 
w h i c h i s c l e a r l y a n i n s e r t i o n , i n v o l v i n g t h e c o m p l e t e r e b u i l d i n g o f a s t r i p o f t h e w a l l f o r i ts 

w h o l e t h i c k n e s s . T h i s b o n d s n e i t h e r w i t h t h e o l d e r n o r t h e n e w e r c o n s t r u c t i o n , y e t w e a r e 

s t r o n g l y i n c l i n e d t o s e e it a s o n e o f R h y s ' c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a f t e r t h o u g h t s ; i t s e e m s s t r a n g e t o l e a v e 

s o fine a r o o m w i t h o u t a fireplace. T h e l i n e o f t h e d i s m a l l e a n - t o r o o f i n t h e h a l l c u t s a c r o s s 

t h e b a c k o f t h e s t r i p s h o w i n g t h a t i t i s e a r l i e r t h a n t h a t s t a g e o f t h e c a s t l e ' s d e c a d e n c e . I t s 

c h i m n e y - s t a c k , h o w e v e r , i s r o u n d i n t h e t y p i c a l P e m b r o k e s h i r e v e r n a c u l a r m a n n e r a n d s o 

d i f f e r e n t f r o m t h e r e s t o f R h y s ' c o n s t r u c t i o n t h a t i t m a y b e a r e b u i l d i n g a f t e r t h e C i v i l W a r . 

I n t h e c o r n e r o f t h i s r o o m w a s t h e d o o r i n t o t h e d i n i n g r o o m ; o v e r l o o k i n g t h e c o u r t y a r d 

a l o n g s i d e i t a r e a c o u p l e o f fine t h r e e - l i g h t w i n d o w s . 

T h e r e - e n t r a n t o f t h e L is f o r m e d b y t h e r i s i n g s t a i r , w a l l e d o f f e x c e p t f o r a s m a l l p o r t i o n 

w h e r e t h e s t a i r p a s s e s u n d e r t h e l i n e o f t h e w a l l ; h e r e t h e r e m u s t h a v e b e e n a w o o d e n p a r t i t i o n 

o r b a l u s t r a d e . 

I n t h e S . E . c o r n e r o f t h e r o o m ( 3 9 ) , is t h e d o o r w a y o f t h a t p a s s a g e , a l r e a d y n o t e d , 

w h i c h l e d t o t h e o r i g i n a l s e c o n d - f l o o r r o o m o f t h e g a t e h o u s e , a n d w h i c h n o w o p e n s h i g h 

u p i n t h e w a l l o f t h e l o f t y first-floor r o o m . H e r e , t o o , t h e r e is a l a t r i n e o p e n i n g o f f t h e p a s s a g e ; 
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t h i s is l o n g e r t h a n t h a t o n t h e floor b e l o w , a n d a t t h e s a m e t i m e e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y n a r r o w . I t 

i s c l e a r t h a t t h e v e r y u n u s u a l c o u r s e h a s b e e n f o l l o w e d h e r e o f b u i l d i n g t h e w a l l b e t w e e n t h e 

O l d T o w e r r o o m a n d its l a t r i n e — a r a t h e r l i g h t w a l l — o n t o p o f t h e s t o u t v a u l t o f t h e first-

floor l a t r i n e . I f t h i s i s t h e o r i g i n a l a r r a n g e m e n t — a n d i t s e e m s c l e a r t h a t i t i s — i t i s e v i d e n t 

t h a t t h e l a t r i n e - t u r r e t w a s a d d e d t o t h e O l d T o w e r d u r i n g t h e b u i l d i n g o f t h e l a t t e r , a n d i n 

p a r t i c u l a r b e f o r e t h e s e c o n d floor w a s c o m p l e t e d . T h i s l a s t , a s i n d i c a t e d b y t h e t w o c o r b e l -

t a b l e s o n t h e f a c e o f t h e t o w e r , d i d n o t f o r m p a r t o f t h e o r i g i n a l d e s i g n . 

The Chapel Tower and the Great Turret 

F r o m t h e l a n d i n g ( 2 9 ) o n t h e C h a p e l T o w e r n e w e l s t a i r , a s h o r t flight o f s t e p s l e a d s u p 

t o t h e d o o r w a y o f t h e C h a p e l i t s e l f , w h i c h o c c u p i e s t h e w h o l e first floor o f t h e t o w e r . I t s 

v a u l t h a s p l a i n r i b s , e x a c t l y l i k e t h e s u b - c h a p e l , b u t i s i n t w o b a y s o n l y , w i t h t h e v a u l t t a p e i r n g 

d o w n o v e r t h e s e m i - o c t a g o n a l e n d . T h e r e a r e t h r e e w i n d o w s , c l e a r l y r e b u i l t b y S i r R h y s a p 

T h o m a s , a n d n o w c o m p l e t e l y r o b b e d ; t h e l a r g e E . w i n d o w w a s e v i d e n t l y a fine t h i n g i n i t s 

d a y , a n d e v e n i n i ts m e d i e v a l f o r m m u s t h a v e b e e n l a r g e f o r a d e f e n s i v e b u i l d i n g . T h e r e i s a 

h o l y - w a t e r s t o u p c l o s e i n s i d e t h e d o o r , a n d a p i s c i n a i n t h e S . E . w a l l ; b o t h o f t h e s e a r e m u t i l a t e d , 

b u t t h e h e a d o f t h e p i s c i n a st i l l s h o w s t h e r e m a i n s o f s o m e h a n d s o m e c a r v i n g . I n t h e N . E . 

w a l l i s a l a r g e a u m b r y , a n d o n t h e N . a v e r y u n u s u a l f e a t u r e — a l a r g e p l a i n fireplace. T h i s 

s h o w s n o n e o f t h e s i g n s o f i n s e r t i o n w h i c h o n e w o u l d e x p e c t , a n d m u s t p a s s f o r a n o r i g i n a l 

f e a t u r e , e v e n t h o u g h a n a l m o s t u n p a r a l l e l e d o n e . 

A d o o r w a y i n t h e N . W . c o r n e r l e a d s i n t o t h e g r e a t t u r r e t , w h i c h is o c c u p i e d b y a s e t 

o f t h r e e v a u l t e d r o o m s f o r m i n g a s e l f - c o n t a i n e d s e t o f q u a r t e r s , o b v i o u s l y t h o s e o f t h e p r i e s t . 

T h e r e i s o n e l a r g e c h a m b e r w i t h a r o u n d - b a c k e d fireplace, a n d a c r o s s t h e N . s i d e t w o s m a l l e r 

o n e s , o p e n i n g o n e i n t o t h e o t h e r . T h e i n n e r is a l a t r i n e , w i t h i ts s h a f t i n t h e c o r n e r ; t h i s r o o m 

h a s a p e c u l i a r s q u a r e p e e p - h o l e ( 4 0 ) i n i t s w a l l . 

T h i s p a r t o f t h e b u i l d i n g c o n t a i n s a n u m b e r o f s i g n s o f l a t e o c c u p a t i o n , a n d t h e n e w e l 

s t a i r b e t w e e n t h e first a n d s e c o n d floors h a s h a d its t r e a d s r e n e w e d b y t h e i n e l e g a n t b u t s u f f i c i e n t 

p r o c e s s o f l a y i n g d o w n f r e s h m a s o n r y o n e a c h s t e p , c a r r y i n g it u p w a r d s a n d f o r w a r d s s o a s 

t o o v e r l a p t h e n e w e l . T h e s t e p s f r o m t h e n e w e l s t a i r i n t o t h e s e c o n d - f l o o r r o o m a b o v e t h e 

C h a p e l a r e a l s o c l u m s i l y a n d c u r i o u s l y r e b u i l t . 

T h i s r o o m a n d its d e p e n d e n c i e s i n t h e t u r r e t c l o s e l y r e p e a t t h e p a t t e r n o f t h e first floor; 

o n l y h e r e t h e r o o m w h i c h c o r r e s p o n d s t o t h e c h a p e l — a n d w h i c h , o w i n g t o t h e r e d u c t i o n 

i n t h i c k n e s s o f i ts w a l l s , is e v e n l a r g e r — i s a n o r d i n a r y l i v i n g - r o o m ; it i s s o l a r g e a n d fine, a n d 

s o w e l l f u r n i s h e d w i t h s u b o r d i n a t e q u a r t e r s , t h a t i t c a n o n l y h a v e b e e n t h e s o l a r o f t h e c a s t l e , 

f o r m i n g w i t h i ts s m a l l e r r o o m s t h e l o r d ' s o w n d w e l l i n g . T h e s o l a r i t s e l f h a d t h r e e f a i r l y l a r g e 

w i n d o w s , a r r a n g e d i r r e g u l a r l y . T h e r e is a l s o a f e a t u r e l e s s g a p ( 3 1 ) o p e n i n g i n t o t h e h a l l -

b l o c k . T h e r o o m h a s a fine fireplace; i t s o v e r m a n t e l w a s s u p p o r t e d b y s h a f t s w h o s e b a s e s 

r e m a i n , b u t i t h a s b e e n s e v e r e l y d a m a g e d a n d p a r t l y d e s t r o y e d b y a g r e a t b r e a c h t h r o u g h t h e 

w a l l i n t o t h e n e x t r o o m . 

T h e t u r r e t c h a m b e r s a r e st i l l v a u l t e d o n t h i s s t a g e , a n d t h e i r a r r a n g e m e n t s d i f f e r o n l y 

i n m i n o r r e s p e c t s f r o m t h o s e b e l o w : t h e w a l l s a r e t h i n n e r , t h e l a t r i n e i s d i f f e r e n t l y a r r a n g e d 

a n d h a s a n e x t r a d o o r w a y ( a l a t e i n s e r t i o n ) a n d t h e l a r g e s t c h a m b e r h a s a s m a l l l i g h t i n t h e W . 

w a l l , b l o c k e d w h e n t h e s e c o n d floor w a s a d d e d t o t h e h a l l - b l o c k . T h e o n l y e s s e n t i a l d i f f e r e n c e 

i s t h e d o o r w a y i n t h e N . W . c o r n e r , l e a d i n g o u t o f t h e t u r r e t a l t o g e t h e r . O n t h e l e f t h a n d , 

i m m e d i a t e l y o u t s i d e t h i s d o o r , i s t h e s a m e r o u g h b r e a c h i n t h e e n d - w a l l o f t h e h a l l b u i l d i n g 

( 3 3 ) , a s i s v i s i b l e f r o m b e l o w ; o n t h e r i g h t i s a m a s s o f b l o c k i n g m a t e r i a l w h i c h e v i d e n t l y 

e x t e n d e d a t o n e t i m e t o c l o s e t h e d o o r w a y . I n f r o n t i s a p a s s a g e e n d i n g i n a d o o r w a y , b u t t h e 

N . s i d e o f t h e s e h a s b e e n b l o c k e d b y t h e S . w a l l o f S i r J o h n P e r r o t ' s b u i l d i n g a n d o n l y t h e 

S . j a m b o f t h e d o o r is e x p o s e d . B e y o n d t h e d o o r w a y c o m e s a s h o r t s t e e p flight o f s t e p s , l e a d i n g 

d o w n i n t o a n a r r o w s p a c e ( 4 1 ) , o p e n t o t h e s k y , a n d e n c l o s e d b e t w e e n l o f t y w a l l s , o n t h e l e f t 

t h e e n d - w a l l o f t h e h a l l a n d o n t h e r i g h t P e r r o t ' s b u i l d i n g . T h e ' f l o o r ' i s c o m p o s e d o f t w i g s 

a n d filth, a p p a r e n t l y t h e d e b r i s o f g e n e r a t i o n s o f j a c k d a w s ' n e s t s ; i t h a s a p r o n o u n c e d s l o p e 

d o w n f r o m t h e s t e p s t o t h e h i g h w a l l w h i c h s h u t s i n i ts f a r e n d ; s c r a p i n g a w a y a l i t t l e o f t h i s 

r u b b i s h r e v e a l s f u r t h e r s t e p s , e v i d e n t l y a s t a i r c a s e a s s o c i a t e d w i t h R h y s ' h a l l . A l l t h r e e e n -

c l o s i n g w a l l s a r e e n t i r e l y f e a t u r e l e s s , e x c e p t t h a t o n t h e s i d e o f R h y s ' b u i l d i n g t h e r e i s a 



CAREW CASTLE, PEMBROKESHIRE 293 

r o o f - l i n e d e s c e n d i n g s t e e p l y t o w a r d s t h e c o u r t y a r d . T h e r e i s n o s i m i l a r l i n e o n t h e o t h e r s i d e . 

T h e r e i s a s t r a i g h t j o i n t i n t h e S . E . a n g l e , b e s i d e t h e d o o r , a n d a n o t h e r o n e a t t h e S . W . T h e 

e n d w a l l b o n d s w i t h P e r r o t ' s b u i l d i n g . 

E a r l i e r w r i t e r s h a v e m a d e a g r e a t m y s t e r y o f t h i s p a r t o f t h e c a s t l e , b u t i n i ts p r e s e n t f o r m 

i t is m e r e l y w a s t e s p a c e l e f t o v e r a t t h e j u n c t i o n o f t w o g r e a t b u i l d i n g s o f d i f f e r e n t d a t e s , l e f t 

a t t h i s l e v e l f o r t h e s a k e o f l i g h t n e s s , w h e r e a s t h e t w o w a l l s f o r m a s i n g l e t h i c k n e s s b e l o w . 

T h e r e i s a n o t h e r f e a t u r e o f i n t e r e s t h e r e : t h e w a l l c o n t a i n i n g t h e d o o r r i s e s t o a g r e a t 

h e i g h t , i ts s u m m i t t a k i n g t h e f o r m o f a s h a r p c u r v e , w i t h a s m a l l l o o p i n it , f o r a l l t h e w o r l d 

l i k e t h e s t a i r - t u r r e t o f a t o w e r ; 1 b e l o w it b a t t e r s o u t i n t o a l a r g e r c u r v e , l i k e t h a t o f t h e t o w e r 

i t s e l f ; t h e d o o r i s c o n t r i v e d i n a s o r t o f s p u r i n i ts flank, a n d i n s i d e it , i n t h e n a r r o w p a s s a g e , 

t h e t r e a d s o f p a r t o f a n e w e l - s t a i r a r e c l e a r l y v i s i b l e i n t h e m a s o n r y o v e r h e a d . I t s e e m s q u i t e 

c l e a r t h a t w e h a v e h e r e t h e f r a g m e n t o f a d e s t r o y e d t o w e r ; t h e d o o r f r o m i t o p e n e d i n al l 

p r o b a b i l i t y u p o n t h e w a l l - w a l k , a n d a s R h y s e x t e n d e d t h e c a s t l e u p o n t h e N . h e p r e s u m a b l y 

p u l l e d d o w n t h e c u r t a i n a n d s u b s t i t u t e d t h e s t a i r . 

A s c e n d i n g t h e l a s t flight o f t h e C h a p e l T o w e r s t a i r , o n e r e a c h e s t h e b a t t l e m e n t s . T h e 

s t a i r - h e a d is c o v e r e d i n a c a p h o u s e , r e b u i l t b y R h y s w i t h a s m a l l b a r r e l - v a u l t e d c e l l e x t e n d i n g 

a l o n g t h e t o p o f t h e c u r t a i n a s f a r a s t h e j u n c t i o n w i t h t h e O l d T o w e r ; i t h a s s m a l l w i n d o w s 

o n E . , W . a n d S . , a n d a c o u p l e o f a u m b r i e s i n i ts w a l l s . I t m a y h a v e b e e n s o m e s o r t o f g u a r d -

r o o m o r r a t h e r s e n t r y - b o x o n t h e t o w e r - h e a d , f o r R h y s d i d n o t i n a n y w a y e m a s c u l a t e t h e 

b a t t l e m e n t s o f t h e C h a p e l T o w e r . I t i s p o s s i b l e t h a t t h i s is t h e B e l l C h a m b e r m e n t i o n e d i n 

1 6 3 3 - 4 . T h e t o p o f t h e c a p h o u s e f o r m e d a l o o k - o u t w h i c h c o u l d b e r e a c h e d b y a s t r a i g h t s t a i r 

a c r o s s t h e r e a r f r o m t h e n o w f a l l e n r o o f o f t h e t o w e r . 

T h e b a t t l e m e n t s o f t h e t o w e r a r e h i g h , w i t h d e e p a n d n a r r o w e m b r a s u r e s , n o w p a r t l y 

w a l l e d u p ; t h e m e r l o n s a r e p i e r c e d w i t h p l a i n l o o p s . T h e r o o f w a s o r i g i n a l l y flat, b u t t h e 

r e a r g a b l e o f a s e c o n d a r y p i t c h e d r o o f o f n o g r e a t h e i g h t i s st i l l v i s i b l e . T h e w a l l - w a l k d o e s 

n o t e x t e n d b e t w e e n t h e t o w e r p r o p e r a n d t h e g r e a t t u r r e t , b u t s t o p s s h o r t a t t h e i r j u n c t i o n , 

s o t h a t t h e f a c e o f t h e t u r r e t , s t a n d i n g a n o t h e r s t a g e i n h e i g h t , r i s e s d i r e c t l y a b o v e t h e r o o f l e s s 

s o l a r , a n d flush w i t h i t s w a l l . T h e r e is a f i n a l s t o r e y , t o p p e d b y a c r e n e l l a t e d p a r a p e t , b u t 

m u c h o f t h e u p p e r p a r t o f t h e w a l l s h a s f a l l e n . I t w i l l b e r e c a l l e d t h a t t h i s t h i r d floor, a s w e 

c o n c l u d e d , d i d n o t f o r m p a r t o f t h e o r i g i n a l d e s i g n ; n e v e r t h e l e s s i t i s n o t a n o r m a l a d d i t i o n , 

b u t a n a f t e r t h o u g h t o f t h e b u i l d e r s , i n c o r p o r a t e d b e f o r e t h e i r w o r k w a s c o m p l e t e . O n t h e 

s i d e o f t h e C h a p e l T o w e r a b r e a k b e t w e e n t h e l o w e r p a r t o f t h e S . E . c o r n e r a n d t h e r e m a i n d e r 

o f t h e s u p e r s t r u c t u r e s i m i l a r t o t h a t a t ( 6 ) ( F i g . 2 ) i s i n d i c a t e d b y a s t r a i g h t j o i n t . T h i s c o r n e r 

is i n f a c t f o r m e d b y t h e c h i m n e y - s t a c k o f t h e t o w e r r o o m s , s e r v i n g f i v e fireplaces — a n u n u s u a l 

n u m b e r f o r a m e d i e v a l b u i l d i n g ; b u t t h e n f e w m e d i e v a l b u i l d i n g s a r e s o c a r e f u l l y p l a n n e d a s t h i s . 

T h e h i g h e s t s t a g e o f t h e g r e a t t u r r e t is o c c u p i e d b y a s i n g l e l a r g e r o o m ; it d o e s n o t 

c o m m u n i c a t e at a l l w i t h t h e l o w e r q u a r t e r s i n t h e t u r r e t o r w i t h t h e C h a p e l T o w e r i t s e l f — 

a n o t h e r s t r o n g i n d i c a t i o n t h a t i t is a n a d d i t i o n — a n d c a n n o w o n l y b e r e a c h e d b y l a d d e r . 

T h e r o o m i s r o u g h l y r e c t a n g u l a r , w i t h t h e c h i m n e y - s t a c k p r o j e c t i n g i n t o t h e S . E . c o r n e r . 

T h e r e a r e s m a l l w i n d o w s i n t h e S . , E . a n d W . w a l l s , w i t h a w i d e i n t e r n a l s p l a y , a n d i n t h e 

N . W . c o r n e r a c u r v i n g p a s s a g e w h i c h e n d s i n n o t h i n g , o v e r h a n g i n g P e r r o t ' s b u i l d i n g ; t h e 

final c u r v e , h o w e v e r , i s i n f a c t t h e i n t e r i o r o f t h e s a m e s t a i r - t u r r e t w h i c h i s v i s i b l e f r o m t h e 

b l o c k e d s t a r ( 4 1 ) b e l o w . I t i s c l e a r t h a t a c c e s s t o t h i s t h i r d - f l o o r r o o m w a s b y m e a n s o f t h e 

s t a i r o f t h e d e s t r o y e d t o w e r — a c u r i o u s a r r a n g e m e n t , b u t n o t e s p e c i a l l y i n c o n v e n i e n t , w h e n 

o n e r e c a l l s t h a t t h e r e i s st i l l d i r e c t a c c e s s f r o m t h e s e c o n d floor o f t h e g r e a t t u r r e t t o w h a t i s 

l e f t o f t h e v a n i s h e d t o w e r , a t a p o i n t c l o s e u n d e r t h e s i t e o f i t s s t a i r - t u r r e t . 

T h e m e a n s o f a c c e s s t o t h e r o o f a n d b a t t l e m e n t s o f t h e g r e a t t u r r e t d o e s n o t n o w a p p e a r ; 

t h i s p a r t o f t h e s t r u c t u r e is v e r y i n c o m p l e t e , l a r g e l y a s a r e s u l t o f t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f P e r r o t ' s 

b u i l d i n g a l o n g s i d e it. 

The North End of the Block and the Destroyed Tower 
W e a r e n o w i n a p o s i t i o n t o s o l v e o n e o f t h e r i d d l e s o f C a r e w — t h e q u e s t i o n o f t h e 

N . E . a n g l e . V a r i o u s a t t e m p t s h a v e b e e n m a d e t o s u g g e s t t h a t P e r r o t ' s g r e a t b a y r e p r e s e n t e d 

1 The top of this turret is also visible from inside the hall. 
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o r r e p l a c e d a t o w e r c a p p i n g t h e a c t u a l a n g l e , l i k e t h o s e a t t h e o t h e r t h r e e c o r n e r s o f t h e 

c a s t l e . T h e f a c t f a t a l t o a l l s u c h t h e o r i e s is t h a t t h e a n g l e i t s e l f is v i s i b l e i n s i d e P e r r o t ' s b u i l d i n g 

a s a v e r y w e l l - m a r k e d s t r a i g h t l i n e , w i t h o u t t h e s l i g h t e s t s i g n o f a n y a t t a c h m e n t ; m o r e o v e r , 

f o r s o m e l i t t l e d i s t a n c e a l o n g e a c h s i d e o f it t h e r e a r e t h e o p e n i n g s o f l a t r i n e s a n d o t h e r c h a m b e r s . 

W h a t i n f a c t s t o o d a t t h e a n g l e w a s n o t a s i n g l e t o w e r , b u t a g r o u p o f t h r e e s t a n d i n g t o g e t h e r : 

a s q u a r e t o w e r o n t h e a n g l e i t s e l f ( f o r t h e g r e a t t u r r e t is a t o w e r i n s i z e , t h o u g h it h a s n o 

p r o j e c t i o n ) w i t h t h e s e m i - o c t a g o n a l C h a p e l T o w e r p r o j e c t i n g f r o m t h e E . f r o n t i m m e d i a t e l y 

a l o n g s i d e it , a n d t h e v a n i s h e d t o w e r — w h i c h w h a t e v i d e n c e t h e r e is l e a d s u s t o r e c o n s t r u c t 

a s r o u n d — i n a v e r y s i m i l a r p o s i t i o n o n t h e n o r t h ( F i g . 6 ) . 

T h e r e m a i n s o f t h e t o w e r a r e s l i g h t , b u t a c e r t a i n a m o u n t o f e v i d e n c e c o n c e r n i n g it 

r e m a i n s . A t b a s e m e n t l e v e l , t h e r e is t h e b l o c k e d d o o r ( ( 2 7 ) , F i g . i ) a t t h e N . e n d o f t h e g r e a t 

u n d e r c r o f t , w h i c h c l e a r l y l e d i n t o i t s b a s e m e n t ; t h e r e is a l s o t h e m a n n e r i n w h i c h t h e l o o p o f 

t h e s m a l l c h a m b e r ( 2 8 ) is t u r n e d s i d e w a y s , a s i f t o k e e p it c l e a r o f a b u i l d i n g p r o j e c t i n g f r o m t h e 

o u t s i d e o f t h e w a l l . A f e w i n c h e s t o t h e W . f r o m t h e o p e n i n g o f t h i s l o o p , t h e f a c e o f t h e 

g r e a t t u r r e t , w h i c h f r o m t h e a n g l e t o t h i s p o i n t h a s f o r m e d t h e i n s i d e o f P e r r o t ' s b u i l d i n g , 

b r e a k s o f f s h o r t ( 4 2 ) , t o b e s u c c e e d e d b y a l o n g a n d p e r f e c t l y f e a t u r e l e s s p i e c e o f E l i z a b e t h a n 

c o n s t r u c t i o n . N o w s i n c e P e r r o t ' s m a s o n s d i d n o t t a k e u p t h e b u i l d i n g a t t h i s p o i n t b e c a u s e 

t h e y n e e d e d t o i n t r o d u c e a n y a r c h i t e c t u r a l c h a n g e , a n d s i n c e , ex hypothesi, t h e y h a d n o o b j e c t i o n 

t o i n c o r p o r a t i n g a m e d i e v a l w a l l i n t h e i r o w n w o r k w h e r e it s e r v e d t h e i r e n d s , i t s e e m s 

p r o b a b l e t h a t t h i s b r e a k r e p r e s e n t s t h e j u n c t i o n o f o n e s i d e o f t h e t o w e r w i t h t h e w a l l o f t h e 

g r e a t t u r r e t ; i t s l i n e r i s e s i n a s l i g h t s l a n t , a s i f t r a c i n g a c o n t i n u o u s b a t t e r . 

O n t h e i n s i d e o f t h e c u r t a i n , t h e r e is n o p a r t o f t h e t o w e r v i s i b l e u n t i l t h e s e c o n d floor; 

b u t a t t h i s s t a g e it is p o s s i b l e t o s e e it , n o t m e r e l y i n t h e s p a c e ( 4 1 ) o n t h e b l o c k e d s t a i r , b u t 

f r o m t h e h a l l , w h e r e it is s e e n a s t h e c u r v e d m a s o n r y b e h i n d R h y s ' e n d - w a l l b e l o w t h e s t r u c t u r a l 

a r c h ; i t a p p e a r s t o h a v e a s t r i n g - c o u r s e a t t h i s l e v e l . A b o v e al l c o m e s t h e t o p o f t h e s t a i r -

t u r r e t . T h e t o w e r a p p e a r s t o h a v e b e e n a c o m p l e t e c i r c l e i n p l a n ; i ts r e a r c o m e s a g a i n s t t h e 

i n s i d e f a c e o f R h y s ' h a l l , i t s W . s i d e o v e r l o o k s t h e b l o c k e d s t a i r , a n d its E . s p r i n g i n g is m a r k e d 

b y t h e b r e a k ( 4 2 ) . 1 

Perrot's Buildings (PI. X L I I B ) 
T h e g r e a t E l i z a b e t h a n N . r a n g e c o v e r s t h e e n t i r e r i v e r f r o n t o f t h e c a s t l e . I t c o n s i s t s 

o f f i v e g r e a t r o o m s o n l y ; t h e b a s e m e n t a n d first floor b e i n g d i v i d e d ( w e l l W . o f t h e m i d d l e 

p o i n t ) b y a c r o s s - w a l l ; t h e W . p a r t o f t h e b u i l d i n g p r o j e c t s f u r t h e r o n t h e s i d e o f t h e c o u r t y a r d 

t h a n d o e s t h e E . , b u t o t h e r w i s e t h e r e is n o g r e a t d i s t i n c t i o n b e t w e e n t h e t w o p a r t s . O n t h e 

s e c o n d floor t h e w h o l e l e n g t h o f t h e b u i l d i n g is o c c u p i e d b y a s i n g l e r o o m , a n e n o r m o u s 

long gallery o v e r 1 5 0 f t . i n l e n g t h . 

S o l a r g e a b u i l d i n g c o u l d n o t b e a c c o m m o d a t e d i n s i d e t h e m e d i e v a l c a s t l e ; a c c o r d i n g l y , 

i t w a s e r e c t e d a l m o s t e n t i r e l y o u t s i d e t h e l i n e o f t h e N . c u r t a i n , p a r t s o f w h i c h a r e u s e d t o f o r m 

its i n n e r w a l l , j u s t a s t h e flank o f t h e N . W . T o w e r f o r m s its e n d ; i ts b a s e m e n t , filled w i t h e a r t h , 

s t a n d s a s a g r e a t a r t i f i c i a l t e r r a c e a b o v e t h e r i v e r s i d e . 

T h e t w o b a s e m e n t c h a m b e r s a r e b o t h e n t e r e d f r o m t h e c o u r t y a r d b y s m a l l s q u a r e -

h e a d e d d o o r w a y s a n d a r e l i g h t e d b y s m a l l r e c t a n g u l a r w i n d o w s o f t w o l i g h t s , o f w h i c h o n l y 

o n e is c o m p l e t e . 2 T h e W . c h a m b e r h a s t w o o f t h e s e , t o g e t h e r w i t h a s m a l l e r o p e n i n g i n t h e 

f a c e o f its o r i e l ; t h e E . h a s s i x a n d t h e o r i e l o p e n i n g o n t h e r i v e r f r o n t , o n e i n t h e g r e a t e n d 

b a y , a n d t w o flanking t h e d o o r o n t h e c o u r t v a r d s i d e . T h e r e is n o c o m m u n i c a t i o n b e t w e e n 

t h e t w o b a s e m e n t r o o m s a n d it s e e m s v e r y d o u b t f u l i f t h e y w e r e i n t e n d e d t o c o m m u n i c a t e 

w i t h t h e floor a b o v e . I t is q u i t e c l e a r t h a t b o t h u p p e r f l o o r s w e r e m e a n t t o b e r e a c h e d f r o m 

t h e N . W . T o w e r b y m e a n s o f e n l a r g e d w i n d o w - o p e n i n g s . S i n c e t h e r e i s a d o o r w a y b e t w e e n 

t h e t w o p a r t s a t first-floor l e v e l , P e r r o t w o u l d h a v e a c o m p l e t e piano nobile a l o n g t h e N . a n d W . 

1 The distance between these two points is some 18 ft., but this is not a diameter, for it is clear that the tower, like all the towers of Carew, was boldly salient, and this distance is only the length of a rather short chord. It is clear, however, that the tower cannot have been very large; we hazard a guess that its diameter was about 20 ft. 
2 This is the opening nearest to the N.W. Tower; it has possibly been preserved on account of the earth filling in the W. chamber being incomplete, so that it is out of reach from the ground. 
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s i d e s o f t h e c a s t l e , i n c l u d i n g t h e g r e a t h a l l a n d t h e t w o fine r o o m s i n t h e t o w e r s w h i c h o p e n 

o f f i t , w i t h h i s l o n g g a l l e r y a b o v e o n t h e r i v e r s i d e . 

T h e f r o n t s o f t h e b u i l d i n g a r e t y p i c a l l y E l i z a b e t h a n , w i t h t h e i r t w o r o w s o f g r e a t r e c t -

a n g u l a r m u l l i o n e d a n d t r a n s o m e d w i n d o w s , e a c h r o w s u r m o u n t e d b y a c o n t i n u o u s l i n e o f 

C l a s s i c a l c o r n i c e , t h e w h o l e t o p p e d b y a v e r y u n c o n v i n c i n g p a r a p e t . T h e f e n e s t r a t i o n o f t h e 

t w o u p p e r f l o o r s is i d e n t i c a l , e x c e p t t h a t t h e first-floor w i n d o w s a r e r a t h e r t a l l e r t h a n t h o s e 

a b o v e t h e m ; t h e b a s e m e n t l i g h t s a r e i n d e p e n d e n t l y a r r a n g e d . 

T h e t w o b i g o r i e l s r i s e f r o m t h e o u t e r g r o u n d l e v e l o n m a s s i v e s e m i - c i r c u l a r b a s e s , 

b a t t e r e d a n d s t e p p e d , l i k e s m a l l t o w e r s , b u t t h e c y l i n d r i c a l s u p e r s t r u c t u r e w a s w e a k a n d e v e n 

t h e b a s e m e n t w a l l i s t h i n , s o t h a t m u c h a b o v e h a s n o w c o l l a p s e d . O n l y t h e l o w e r w i n d o w o f 

t h e W . o r i e l s u r v i v e s , w i t h t h e a s h l a r u n d e r s i l l o f t h e w i n d o w a b o v e . 1 

I n t e r n a l l y , t h e b u i l d i n g is e x t r e m e l y s i m p l e ; t h e r e is n o s i g n o f a n y w o o d e n s t a i r s o r 

p a r t i t i o n s , a n d t h e r e a r e n o s a n i t a r y a r r a n g e m e n t s a t all . T h e fireplaces a r e c u r i o u s l y a r r a n g e d ; 

o f t h e f o u r i n t h e b u i l d i n g t h r e e a r e i n t h e E . c h a m b e r o n t h e first f l o o r — o n e i n t h e c r o s s -

w a l l , o n e t o t h e W . o f t h e o r i e l , a n d o n e o n t h e N . s i d e o f t h e g r e a t E . b a y — a n d t h e o t h e r 

b e s i d e t h e e a s t e r n o r i e l i n t h e l o n g g a l l e r y ; t h e r e a r e n o n e i n t h e b a s e m e n t a n d n o n e i n t h e W . 

r o o m o n t h e first floor.2 T h i s r o o m a l o n e h a s r o u n d - b a c k e d r e c e s s e s c o n t r i v e d i n t h e j a m b s 

o f i t s w i n d o w s ; t h e y a r e r e b a t e d f o r w o o d e n h e a d s a n d s e a t s . 

I t a p p e a r s t h a t t h e r e a r e a c e r t a i n n u m b e r o f m i s a p p r e h e n s i o n s a b o u t t h i s b u i l d i n g . 

I t is s p o k e n o f a s n e v e r h a v i n g b e e n finished,3 a l t h o u g h , a s w e h a v e s e e n , i t w a s r o o f e d a n d 

floored t h r o u g h o u t , a n d t h e r o o f w a s c o v e r e d i n l e a d ; 4 a g a i n , i t i s s u g g e s t e d t h a t t h e b u i l d i n g 

w a s o f i n f e r i o r q u a l i t y , i n s p i t e o f i t s e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y r o b u s t c o n d i t i o n — t h e b u i l d e r s a r e 

h a r d l y t o b l a m e i f t h e s t o u t w o o d e n l i n t e l s o v e r t h e interior o f t h e i r g r e a t w i n d o w - r e c e s s e s h a v e 

d e c a y e d w h e n e x p o s e d t o t h e w e a t h e r , e v e n t h o u g h t h i s c a u s e s r e a l a n x i e t y a n d g r e a t e x p e n s e t o 

t h e m o d e r n o w n e r s ; finally i t is c u s t o m a r y t o o v e r s t r e s s i ts u n w a r l i k e n a t u r e : ' a f e w c a n n o n - b a l l s ' 

s a y s t h e l a t e S i r C h a r l e s O m a n l i g h t l y , ' w o u l d b r i n g it d o w n ' . I n a c t u a l f a c t , d e s p i t e i t s 

v e r y d o m e s t i c a p p e a r a n c e , it is r e m a r k a b l y s t r o n g , a n d m i l i t a r i l y r a t h e r h a r d t o d e a l w i t h , 

b e i n g s o l i d l y r a m p e d a t t h e b o t t o m ; it s e e m s a s i f S i r J o h n P e r r o t h a d w i s h e d t o l e a v e t h e 

c a s t l e at l e a s t n o w e a k e r t h a n h e f o u n d i t — t h e m o r e s o as h i s b u i l d i n g r e p l a c e s a n e a r l i e r r a n g e 

o f R h y s ' c o n s t r u c t i o n , w h i c h al l c o m p a r i s o n s f o r b i d u s t o b e l i e v e w a s a v e r y w a r l i k e b u i l d i n g . 

Earlier Constructions on the North Side 
T h e w e s t e r n p a r t o f t h e E l i z a b e t h a n b u i l d i n g i n c o r p o r a t e s u p o n its S . a n d W . s i d e s , 

s o m e w h a t i n c o n g r u o u s l y , t h e o u t e r f a c e o f t h e o r i g i n a l c a s t l e , w h i c h t h u s f a c e s i n t o its r o o m s . 

T h e S . w a l l is f o r m e d b y a s t u m p o f t h e o r i g i n a l c u r t a i n — t h i c k e n e d u p t o t h e l e v e l o f t h e 

first floor b y a w a l l w h i c h w a s c l e a r l y i n t e n d e d t o c a r r y P e r r o t ' s j o i s t s ; t h e c u r t a i n e n d s b y t h e 

d o o r w a y , a n d c a r r i e s , c l o s e t o i t s e n d , a ta l l n a r r o w t u r r e t , c o r b e l l e d o u t o n t h e first f l o o r , 

w i t h a g a p i n t h e m i d d l e o f i t s c o r b e l l e d b a s e w h i c h is c l e a r l y t h e o u t f a l l o f a l a t r i n e i n i t s 

l o w e s t c h a m b e r . T h e d e t a i l o f t h i s N . t u r r e t is t y p i c a l l y e a r l y T u d o r f o r i ts t w o l o w e r floors; 

t h e t h i r d floor is a n a d d i t i o n b y P e r r o t . A l l t h r e e o f i t s s m a l l c h a m b e r s a r e r e a c h e d f r o m t h e 

W . , i n d e p e n d e n t l y o f o n e a n o t h e r ; t h e first floor l a t r i n e a l o n e h a s a d o o r w a y o n t h e E . , o p e n i n g 

o n t h e t o p o f t h e m e d i e v a l c u r t a i n , h e r e t r u n c a t e d t o a m e r e 8 f t . o r s o i n h e i g h t . 

I m m e d i a t e l y b e y o n d , t h e w a l l b r e a k s o f f , a n d t h e d o o r w a y t o t h e c o u r t y a r d i s r e a c h e d ; 

t h e e n d o f w a l l is e x p o s e d o n t h e W . s i d e o f t h e e n t r a n c e ; i t i s s o m e 1 3 f t . t h i c k , a n d m a d e u p 

o f n o f e w e r t h a n f o u r d i f f e r e n t p a r t s d i v i d e d b y s t r a i g h t j o i n t s ( ( 4 3 ) , F i g . 1 ) . F r o m t h e 

1 In Fenton's picture (published 1811) both oriels are shown as nearly complete; only a little damage to the top of the eastern one is shown. The photograph published in Sir Charles Oman's Castles (Great Western Railway, 1926) shows the eastern oriel as it is today, vanished from the first-floor sill upwards, but the western very nearly entire. This must have been an old photograph, as R.C.A.M. Wales had already (1925) published a picture in which its upper window had collapsed. 
2 The suggestion that this was Perrot's kitchen is therefore seen to be absurd. 
3 The R.C.A.M. (Pembrokshire, 56) were of this opinion, giving it — incredibly — as a reason for omitting any description of Perrot's work. 
4 See also Spurrell, op. cit., 9. The floorboards were never nailed down; glass and timber for partitions was still in store in 1592. Canon Spurrell considers that these last were in fact put in after Perrot's death; but this does not seem very likely. 



296 CAREW CASTLE, PEMBROKESHIRE 296 

c o u r t y a r d n o r t h w a r d s w e h a v e first t h e d o o r w a y , w h i c h is p a r t o f P e r r o t ' s c o u r t y a r d f r o n t ; 

n e x t , a t h i c k n e s s o f R h y s ' c o n s t r u c t i o n , f o r m i n g p a r t a n d p a r c e l w i t h t h e t u r r e t , w h o s e r e a r 

f a c e , t o w a r d s t h e c o u r t y a r d , i t s u p p o r t s ; n e x t c o m e s t h e c u t - d o w n m e d i e v a l c u r t a i n , a n d 

finally t h e s u p p o r t f o r P e r r o t ' s floor j o i s t s . A s e r i e s o f t u s k s l e f t u p o n t h e u p p e r p a r t o f 

P e r r o t ' s w a l l s h o w s t h a t i t w a s o r i g i n a l l y i n t e n d e d t o b u i l d u p t h e E . s i d e o f t h e t u r r e t a n d 

b l o c k its d o o r w a y . 

U p o n t h i s s i d e o f t h e t u r r e t t h e r e is v i s i b l e t h e m a r k o f a s h a r p l y - p i t c h e d r o o f , c o v e r i n g 

t h e d o o r w a y a n d s l o p i n g u p w a r d s t o w a r d s t h e e x t e r i o r o f t h e c a s t l e , a s i f a b u i l d i n g h a d a b u t t e d 

a g a i n s t t h e t u r r e t ; i f t h i s w a s o f a n y s i z e a t a l l , i t m u s t c l e a r l y h a v e s t o o d o u t s i d e t h e l i n e o f 

t h e m e d i e v a l c u r t a i n . E v i d e n t l y t h i s w a s t h e n o r t h e r n r a n g e m e n t i o n e d i n t h e i n v e n t o r y o f 

t h e c a s t l e ( A p p e n d i x I ) . 

I t i s c l e a r , f r o m t h e l a n g u a g e u s e d a n d f r o m t h e n a t u r a l o r i e n t a t i o n f o r t h e c h a p e l , t h a t 

t h i s b u i l d i n g l a y a l o n g t h e N . s i d e o f t h e c a s t l e ; i t is e q u a l l y c l e a r t h a t i t c a n n o t h a v e o c c u p i e d 

a p o s i t i o n i n s i d e t h e c o u r t y a r d , f o r t h e d i s t a n c e f r o m t h e g r e a t o r i e l o f t h e w e s t e r n h a l l t o t h e 

l a r g e w i n d o w s o f t h e E . b l o c k i s l e s s t h a n t h e 6 0 f t . g i v e n a s t h e l e n g t h o f t h e r a n g e , a n d it i s 

q u i t e c e r t a i n t h a t n o b u i l d i n g w o u l d h a v e b e e n a l l o w e d t o o b s c u r e e i t h e r o f t h e m . E v i d e n t l y 

i t s t o o d o u t s i d e t h e c u r t a i n , w i t h i ts W . e n d a g a i n s t t h e flank o f R h y s ' t u r r e t ; w h a t h a p p e n e d 

t o t h e t o w e r a t t h e N . E . a t t h i s j u n c t u r e t h e r e is n o l o n g e r a n y m e a n s o f d e c i d i n g . 

The South Front; the Area of Destruction 

F r o m t h e S . E . T o w e r t o t h e s m a l l S . T u r r e t , 7 0 f t . a w a y , t h e d e f e n c e s o f t h e S . s i d e h a v e 

v a n i s h e d c o m p l e t e l y . T h e c u r t a i n w a l l h a s l e f t o n t h e flank o f t h e t o w e r o n l y t h e m a r k o f i t s 

b o n d ; o n t h e t u r r e t , w h i c h w a s o f a d i f f e r e n t d a t e t o t h e c u r t a i n , t h e r e i s n o t s o m u c h a s t h a t . 

I n s i d e t h e m o d e r n w a l l — p a r t l y a r e v e t m e n t — w h i c h t a k e s t h e p l a c e o f t h e c u r t a i n , t h e r e 

a r e o n l y t h e f o u n d a t i o n s o f a n u n i m p o r t a n t b u i l d i n g , l y i n g r i g h t a c r o s s t h e l i n e o f t h e c u r t a i n , 

a n d h e n c e o b v i o u s l y b e l o n g i n g t o t h e l a s t p e r i o d o f C a r e w ' s h i s t o r y a s a n i n h a b i t e d b u i l d i n g , 

a f t e r t h e C i v i l W a r ; o u t s i d e t h e r e i s a s i n g l e i n c o n s p i c u o u s f r a g m e n t o f m a s o n r y ( 4 4 ) p r o j e c t i n g 

f r o m t h e w a l l c l o s e t o t h e S . T u r r e t — a p i e c e o f a w a l l s e v e r a l f e e t i n t h i c k n e s s , w i t h s o m e 

r e m a i n s o f a s t r a i g h t f a c e o n its W . s i d e . W e t e n t a t i v e l y i d e n t i f y t h i s w i t h t h e W . flank o f t h e 

v a n i s h e d K i t c h e n T o w e r d e s c r i b e d i n t h e 1 5 5 1 i n v e n t o r y . 

A t o w e r i n t h i s p o s i t i o n , o n t h e r e l a t i v e l y w e a k S . s i d e , a n d t o w a r d s i ts m o r e a p p r o a c h -

a b l e E . e n d , w o u l d b e a v e r y n a t u r a l f e a t u r e o f t h e m e d i e v a l p l a n , a n d w e s h o u l d a s c r i b e i t 

t o t h e m a i n b u i l d o f t h e c a s t l e ; a t w h a t s t a g e i n i ts c a r e e r t h e t o w e r w a s u s e d t o a c c o m m o d a t e 

a k i t c h e n i s n o t s o e a s y t o s a y . I n al l p r o b a b i l i t y t h i s w a s i t s o r i g i n a l f u n c t i o n ; t h e r e i s n o 

k i t c h e n i n a n y o f t h e m e d i e v a l b u i l d i n g s o n t h e E . a n d W . , a n d a k i t c h e n i n t h i s t o w e r w o u l d 

s e r v e b o t h h a l l s w i t h e q u a l c o n v e n i e n c e — o r r a t h e r i n c o n v e n i e n c e . 

T o r e t u r n t o t h e g a p i n t h e d e f e n c e s ; i t is g e n e r a l l y a s s u m e d t h a t t h i s is t h e p o s i t i o n o f 

t h e b r e a c h m a d e b y L a u g h a r n e i n 1 6 4 5 , a n d a t first s i g h t n o t h i n g c o u l d b e m o r e r e a s o n a b l e : 

L a u g h a r n e ' s o w n d i s p a t c h m e n t i o n s p u t t i n g a r t i l l e r y i n t o p o s i t i o n , a n d i t a p p e a r s t h a t h e 

finally t o o k t h e c a s t l e b y a s s a u l t ; t h e S . s i d e o f t h e c a s t l e (pace S i r C h a r l e s O m a n ) w a s m u c h t h e 

m o s t v u l n e r a b l e t o a r t i l l e r y a t t a c k , a n d t h e r e i s c e r t a i n l y n o o t h e r b r e a c h i n t h e m a i n d e f e n c e s . 

B u t o n e x a m i n i n g t h e d a m a g e a l i t t l e m o r e c l o s e l y , i t b e c o m e s e x t r e m e l y d o u b t f u l w h e t h e r 

t h i s i s t h e w h o l e s t o r y . I n t h e first p l a c e , t h e v e r y e x t e n t o f t h e d a m a g e i s r e m a r k a b l e : t h e 

w h o l e 7 0 f t . o f t h e c u r t a i n h a v e b e e n n o t o n l y b r o k e n , b u t b e a t e n d o w n flat w i t h t h e g r o u n d ; 

a n d w i t h t h e c u r t a i n a n a l m o s t e q u a l l y c l e a n s w e e p h a s b e e n m a d e o f a l a r g e p r o j e c t i n g t o w e r 

a n d a t h r e e - s t o r e y b u i l d i n g i n t h e S . E . c o r n e r o f t h e w a r d ; a t t h e s a m e t i m e , t h e u p p e r p a r t s 

o f t h e g a t e h o u s e a n d t h e S . T u r r e t a r e m u c h d a m a g e d . A n d y e t t h e o t h e r i n t e r n a l b u i l d i n g s 

o f t h e c a s t l e a r e u n t o u c h e d , a n d n o w h e r e a r e t h e r e a n y o f t h e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c m a r k s o f r o u n d -

s h o t u p o n m a s o n r y . I t i s c l e a r t h a t a c e r t a i n a m o u n t o f c l e a n i n g u p h a s b e e n d o n e i n s i d e t h e 

c a s t l e , a n d w e h a v e h e a r d it s u g g e s t e d t h a t t h e a r e a o f d a m a g e h a s p r o b a b l y b e e n i n c r e a s e d b y 

s t o n e - r o b b i n g , e s p e c i a l l y b y t h e l i m e - b u r n e r s w h o s e k i l n is s h o w n i n S a n d y ' s p a i n t i n g o f 1 7 7 2 . 1 

T h i s m a y b e s o , b u t i t is v e r y c l e a r t h a t C a r e w , s t a n d i n g i n a c o u n t r y o f a b u n d a n t l i m e -

s t o n e q u a r r i e s , h a s s u f f e r e d v e r y l i t t l e f r o m d e p r e d a t i o n s t o i ts r u b b l e m a s o n r y ; e v e n t h e 

f a l l e n f r a g m e n t s o f s t o n e w o r k , w i t h w h i c h t h i s f r o n t o f t h e c a s t l e i s l i t t e r e d , h a v e n o t b e e n 

1 Frontispiece to Spurrell, op. cit. The ruins of this kiln are still visible. 
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c a r t e d a w a y . I t i s t h e s e f r a g m e n t s w h i c h s u p p l y t h e c l u e ; t h e y a r e n u m e r o u s a n d v e r y l a r g e , 

a n d s o m e a r e t o b e f o u n d a s f a r a w a y a s t h e f r o n t o f t h e g r e a t w e s t h a l l , w h e r e n o g u n f i r e 

c o u l d e v e r h a v e p u t t h e m . I t i s p l a i n t h a t t h e c u r t a i n , a n d t h e K i t c h e n T o w e r w i t h it , w e r e 

l i f t e d w i t h a m i n e a f t e r t h e f a l l o f t h e c a s t l e ; i t w o u l d o n l y b e p r u d e n t i f t h i s w e r e s p r u n g u n d e r 

t h a t p a r t o f t h e f a b r i c t h a t h a d a l r e a d y b e e n d a m a g e d b y L a u g h a r n e ' s g u n s d u r i n g t h e s i e g e . 

I t w a s t h e m i n e , n o d o u b t , w h i c h r e m o v e d t h e l a s t t r a c e s o f t h e c a s t l e ' s w a t e r s u p p l y ; 

i t i s p o s s i b l e t h a t i t is t h i s u n d e r g r o u n d s t r e a m w h i c h b r e a k s o u t i n a s p r i n g at t h e e d g e o f t h e 

w a t e r i m m e d i a t e l y W . o f t h e c a s t l e . 

The South Turret 
L i t t l e r e m a i n s o f t h e S . T u r r e t e x c e p t i t s s o l i d b a s e ; i t c o r r e s p o n d s s o m e w h a t i n p o s i t i o n 

w i t h t h e N . T u r r e t , a n d l i k e i t w a s t h e w o r k o f S i r R h y s a p T h o m a s , b u t i t w a s m u c h l a r g e r 

a n d i t s f u n c t i o n s w e r e e v i d e n t l y d i f f e r e n t . I t d o e s n o t b o n d e i t h e r a t f r o n t o r r e a r w i t h t h e 

t h i c k c u r t a i n - b a s e t o t h e W . , b u t d o e s b o n d w i t h t h e u p p e r p a r t o f t h e c u r t a i n — i f s o m i l i t a r y 

a n a m e c a n b e g i v e n t o t h e t h i n s c r e e n w a l l , t o p p e d b y a r o w o f T u d o r d u m m y b a t t l e m e n t s , 

a n d l a c k i n g a w a l l - w a l k , w h i c h c o v e r e d t h e first floor o f a b u i l d i n g b e t w e e n t h e t u r r e t a n d 

t h e h a l l . I t is c l e a r t h a t t h e c u r t a i n w a s c u t d o w n t o first-floor l e v e l a n d t h e t u r r e t i n s e r t e d i n 

it a s p a r t o f R h y s ' r e b u i l d i n g . 

O f t h e s u p e r s t r u c t u r e o f t h e t u r r e t , o n l y t h e N . W . c o r n e r — t h e f u r t h e s t f r o m t h e 

e x p l o s i o n — • r e m a i n s . T h e first floor ( F i g . 4 ) h a d a d o o r i n i t s r e a r o f w h i c h o n e j a m b is l e f t ; 

i t s o u t e r p o r t i o n is o c c u p i e d b y a l a r g e r e c t a n g u l a r r e c e s s i n t h e floor, l i k e s o m e s o r t o f t a n k 

o r s u m p ; o f t h e s e c o n d floor n o t h i n g s e e m s t o b e l e f t e x c e p t t h e flue o f a l a r g e c h i m n e y i n t h e 

t h i c k n e s s o f t h e W . w a l l . T h e b a s e o f t h i s t u r r e t h a s b e e n d a m a g e d a t t h e S . W . c o r n e r a n d 

u n d e r - p i n n e d i n m o d e r n m a s o n r y . 

The Porch 
T h e g r e a t p o r c h o f t h e h a l l i s a n i m p r e s s i v e s t r u c t u r e , t h r e e s t o r e y s h i g h , w i t h t h e l o f t y 

a r c h o f t h e e n t r a n c e o n t h e first floor, a t t h e t o p o f a w i d e flight o f s t e p s , n o w r e d u c e d t o a 

g r a s s y r a m p b y t h e r o b b e r y o f a l l t h e s t a i r - t r e a d s . T h e a s h l a r o f t h e a r c h w a y i s a l s o m i s s i n g , 

b u t t h e b i g f o u r - l i g h t w i n d o w o v e r it i s p r e s e r v e d i n p a r t , a n d t h e t h r e e v e r y fine s h i e l d s o f 

a r m s s e t i n a s h l a r p a n e l s u n d e r t h e sil l o f t h e w i n d o w a r e c o m p l e t e . T h e s e a r e : i n t h e c e n t r e 

p a n e l , t h e K i n g ' s a r m s , s u p p o r t e r s a g r e y h o u n d a n d a d r a g o n ; o n t h e S . s i d e , t h e r o y a l a r m s w i t h 

a l a b e l o f t h r e e p o i n t s ; o n t h e N . , t h e a r m s o f K a t h e r i n e o f A r a g o n . T h e K i n g i s u n d o u b t e d l y 

H e n r y V I I ; t h e e l d e s t s o n is g e n e r a l l y a c c e p t e d a s A r t h u r , P r i n c e o f W a l e s , a n d t h e d a t e a s 

b e i n g c l o s e l y fixed b y h i s m a r r i a g e i n 1 5 0 1 a n d h i s d e a t h i n t h e n e x t y e a r . 1 

T h e b a s e m e n t , b e n e a t h t h e p o r c h p r o p e r , is o c c u p i e d b y a s m a l l v a u l t e d c h a m b e r , 

l i g h t e d b y s m a l l l o o p s t o E . a n d S . , b o t h o f w h i c h a r e o b s c u r e d , t h e first b y t h e b u i l d i n g u p 

o f t h e s t a i r c a s e , 2 t h e s e c o n d b y t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f a n o t h e r s m a l l v a u l t ( 4 5 ) , i n t h e c o r n e r o f 

t h e w a r d . T h e p o r c h i t s e l f h a s t h e p r i n c i p a l d o o r w a y s t o E . a n d W . , a l a r g e r o b b e d w i n d o w 

t o t h e N . , a n d a s m a l l e r d o o r t o t h e S . , l e a d i n g o u t i n t o a l o n g c h a m b e r o r p a s s a g e r u n n i n g 

a l o n g t h e S . c u r t a i n t o w a r d s t h e k i t c h e n . P a r t o f t h i s s e r v i c e p a s s a g e i s c a r r i e d o n t h e r o o f 

o f t h e s m a l l v a u l t ( 4 5 ) ; t h e r e s t w a s s u p p o r t e d o n t i m b e r s w h o s e c o r b e l s a r e v i s i b l e a c r o s s 

t h e b a c k o f t h e S . T u r r e t . T h e w h o l e i n v o l v e d o b s c u r i n g t h e l i g h t s i n t h e s m a l l v a u l t a n d 

i n t h e s t a i r ( 4 8 ) i n t h e c o r n e r o f t h e h a l l b e h i n d , b o t h o f w h i c h a r e e v i d e n t l y R h y s ' w o r k . 

T h e r e w e r e a g o o d m a n y c h a n g e s i n p l a n , i t is c l e a r , a t t h i s p o i n t . 

The Great Hall (PI. X L I B ) 
T h i s i m p o s i n g t w o - s t o r e y b u i l d i n g c o v e r s t h e w h o l e W . s i d e o f t h e c o u r t y a r d . I t s 

a r c h i t e c t u r a l h i s t o r y i s v e r y s i m p l e , a n d t h e p r i n c i p a l e n q u i r y c o n c e r n e d w i t h i t i s h o w f a r o n e 

m a y f o l l o w t h e l a t e P r o f e s s o r H a m i l t o n T h o m p s o n i n s e e i n g h e r e ' t h e g r e a t h a l l b u i l t i n t h e 

1 Unfortunately, though the house of Rhys was more closely connected with Prince Arthur, his brother Henry also married Katherine, which gives us an alternative dating, between 1503 and 1509. As Rhys' work is so extensive, and clearly involved a number of additions and alterations, the difference is not very important. We imagine he had finished before his great tournament in 1507. 
2 The stair is still hollow underneath, but its sides are completely enclosed. 

v 
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1 5 t h c e n t u r y b y R h y s a p T h o m a s ' . 1 T h e g r e a t b u l k o f t h e d e t a i l , i n d e e d , is c e r t a i n l y t y p i c a l l y 

E a r l y T u d o r o f g r e a t s p l e n d o u r , b u t o t h e r w r i t e r s h a v e s h o w n t h a t t h e r e w a s a l w a y s a h a l l 

h e r e , a n d s u g g e s t e d m o r e c a u t i o u s l y t h a t t h e p r e s e n t h a l l i s m e r e l y a r e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f a n 

o l d e r b u i l d i n g . O f t h i s t h e r e c a n b e n o d o u b t ; i n d e e d , i t b e c o m e s c l e a r t h a t t h e w h o l e s h e l l 

o f t h e b u i l d i n g is E d w a r d i a n . T h e c u r t a i n w a l l , a s w e h a v e a l r e a d y s e e n , c o n t a i n s t h e h e a d s 

o f a r a n g e o f p o i n t e d w i n d o w s , still v i s i b l e a b o v e t h e i n s e r t i o n s o f Rhys' d a y , a n d i n a d d i t i o n 

t h e s t a i r , o f e n t i r e l y m e d i e v a l d e t a i l , f o r a m i n s t r e l g a l l e r y a c r o s s t h e S . e n d o f t h e h a l l ( ( 4 6 ) , 

F i g s . 4 a n d 5 ) . T h a t t h e c o u r t y a r d f a c e is o f t h e s a m e d a t e , d e s p i t e i ts T u d o r f e a t u r e s , c a n a l s o 

b e e s t a b l i s h e d ; i t is o b v i o u s l y o f o n e b u i l d , w i t h o u t h e i g h t e n i n g o r r e f a c i n g , a n d its b a s e m e n t 

d e t a i l c o r r e s p o n d s c l o s e l y t o t h a t o f t h e c u r t a i n w a l l . T h e r a n g e s o f l i g h t i n g - l o o p s a l o n g 

t h e t w o w a l l s a r e i d e n t i c a l i n t h e i r f e a t u r e s ; 2 t h e y a r e s e t i n w i d e r e c e s s e s w h i c h a r e c o v e r e d 

i n a m o s t s i n g u l a r f a s h i o n b y a f a l s e - v a u l t c o n s t r u c t i o n o f o v e r l a p p i n g s l a b s . T h i s s y s t e m i s 

b y n o m e a n s u n c o m m o n , a n d o c c u r s e l s e w h e r e a t C a r e w , b u t o v e r t h e s e r e c e s s e s i s u s e d t o f o r m 

t a l l s h a f t s i n t h e t h i c k n e s s o f t h e w a l l w h i c h l o o k l i k e c h i m n e y s w i t h r o o f i n g s l a b s o v e r t h e m 

s o m e d i s t a n c e u p t h e flue. T h e r e p e t i t i o n o f s u c h a f e a t u r e c a n l e a v e n o d o u b t o f t h e m a t t e r ; 

t h e w h o l e h a l l is t h e w o r k o f t h e d e C a r e w s , a n d R h y s ' r e c o n s t r u c t i o n w a s c o n f i n e d t o m a t t e r s 

o f o r n a m e n t , a n d t o s u c h a d d i t i o n s a s t h e p o r c h a n d t h e g r e a t o r i e l . 

T h e b a s e m e n t u n d e r t h e h a l l w a s v a u l t e d i n t w o r o w s o f b a y s , w i t h c e n t r a l p i e r s , b u t 

t h e v a u l t h a s l o n g s i n c e c o l l a p s e d , a n d i t i s d i f f i c u l t e v e n t o r e c o n s t r u c t i t , e s p e c i a l l y a s i t s e e m s 

t o h a v e c h a n g e d its c h a r a c t e r n e a r t h e S . e n d ; t h e r e s e e m t o h a v e b e e n n i n e o r t e n b a y s i n e a c h 

r o w . 

O n t h e c o u r t y a r d s i d e t h e r e a r e n o l i g h t i n g - l o o p s S . o f t h e c e l l a r e n t r a n c e , f r o m 

w h i c h i t m a y b e d e d u c e d t h a t t h e m e d i e v a l h a l l - s t a i r w a s i n v e r y m u c h t h e s a m e p o s i t i o n 

a s t h e p r e s e n t p o r c h . 

I n t h e N . W . a n d S . W . c o r n e r s o f t h e b a s e m e n t a r e t h e e n t r a n c e s t o t h e l o w e s t c h a m b e r s 

i n t h e t o w e r s , flanked b y t h e d o o r w a y s t o t h e i r n e w e l - s t a i r s , w h i c h d o n o t o p e n i n t o t h e t o w e r s 

a t t h i s l e v e l . T h e r e is a l s o i n e a c h e n d o f t h e h a l l a l o o p - r e c e s s , i n e a c h c a s e t u r n e d t o o t h e r 

p u r p o s e s ; t h a t i n t h e N . e n d ( ( 4 7 ) , F i g . 1 ) h a s h a d a b r i c k o v e n i n s e r t e d a t s o m e f a i r l y l a t e 

d a t e ; t h a t i n t h e S . e n d , i t s o p e n i n g b l o c k e d , h a s b e e n t u r n e d i n t o a s m a l l s p i r a l s t a i r , w i t h 

n o n e w e l - p o s t , l e a d i n g u p t o a T u d o r d o o r w a y o c c u p y i n g t h e c o r n e r o f t h e h a l l a b o v e ( ( 4 8 ) , 

F i g s . 1 a n d 4 ) . 

T h e g r e a t h a l l ( F i g . 4 ) i s a r e l a t i v e l y e n o r m o u s b u i l d i n g f o r a c a s t l e s u c h a s t h e C a r e w 

o f E d w a r d i a n t i m e s . I t w a s c o v e r e d i n a l o f t y w o o d e n r o o f , w h o s e c o r b e l s — m o r e o r n a t e 

t h a n t h o s e u s e d b y R h y s i n h i s h a l l - b u i l d i n g - — r e m a i n a l o n g b o t h s i d e s ; i ts p i t c h i s v e r y l o w , 

a n d c l e a r l y w a s s o i n i ts o r i g i n a l f o r m , f o r i t w a s n e c e s s a r y t o w a l k o v e r i ts g a b l e s t o r e a c h t h e 

w a l l s . T h e r e a r e f o u r e n t r a n c e s , t h r e e a t t h e S . o r s c r e e n s e n d — f r o m t h e p o r c h ; f r o m t h e 

i n s e r t e d s t a i r ( 4 8 ) i n t h e a n g l e ; a n d f r o m t h e first floor o f t h e S . W . T o w e r — w i t h a s i m i l a r 

o p e n i n g i n t o t h e N . W . T o w e r a t t h e N . o r d a i s e n d . T h e r e a r e t h r e e w i n d o w s o n t h e W . , o f 

T u d o r s h a p e , b u t b a d l y r o b b e d o f t h e i r c u t s t o n e ; a l l t h r e e a r e s e t u n d e r t h e i r o r i g i n a l h e a d s , 

n o w b l o c k e d ; a l l t h r e e , b e i n g i n t h e c u r t a i n , a r e f a i r l y s m a l l , t h a t a t t h e d a i s e n d b e i n g l o w e r 

i n t h e s i l l t h a n t h e o t h e r t w o . T o w a r d s t h e c o u r t y a r d a r e t w o m o r e w i n d o w s , r a t h e r s m a l l 

i n p r o p o r t i o n t o t h e s i z e o f t h e b u i l d i n g ; l i k e al l t h e h a l l w i n d o w s , t h e y h a v e f o u r - c e n t r e d 

a r c h e s , n o t s q u a r e h e a d s . T h e y w e r e o f t h r e e fights, a n d p a r t o f t h e t r a c e r y i n t h e i r h e a d s i s 

p r e s e r v e d . O f t h e m a g n i f i c e n t o r i e l a t t h e N . e n d o f t h i s s i d e n o t h i n g r e m a i n s b u t t h e g r e a t 

a r c h i n t h e w a l l a n d t h e r u b b l e m a s o n r y o f t h e g r e a t s o l i d s e m i - h e x a g o n a l b a s e ; t h i s i s t h e g r a v e s t 

l o s s i n t h e w h o l e c a s t l e f r o m a n a r c h i t e c t u r a l p o i n t o f v i e w . I n t h e N . j a m b o f t h e o r i e l a l i t t l e 

p a s s a g e i n t h e t h i c k n e s s o f t h e w a l l ( ( 4 9 ) , F i g . 4 ) l e a d s t o t h e v a u l t e d l a t r i n e i n t h e l o w e s t 

s t o r e y o f t h e N . T u r r e t . 

T h e d o o r w a y f r o m t h e p o r c h h a s l o s t t h e a s h l a r f r o m i t s j a m b s , b u t t h e v e r y fine h e a d , 

w i t h a h o l l o w m o u l d i n g a n d a t r e f o i l p a t t e r n e n r i c h m e n t , h a s b e e n l e f t . O p p o s i t e t o t h i s 

a c r o s s t h e h a l l c o m e s a s m a l l p o i n t e d d o o r w a y ( ( 4 6 ) , F i g . 4 ) , l e a d i n g i n t o a n a r r o w m u r a l s t a i r 

w h i c h r u n s u p t o a s e c o n d s m a l l a r c h w a y , r e b a t e d f o r a d o o r o n t h e h a l l s i d e — c l e a r l y a d o o r 

1 Military Architecture in England during the Middle Ages (London, 1912)^330-1. 
2 Except one in the curtain, next to the S.W. Tower, which is more ordinary in type. 
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i n t o t h e m i n s t r e l g a l l e r y o v e r t h e s c r e e n s . T h e r e i s a c u r i o u s s e t o f s m a l l l i g h t s a b o u t t h e 

s t a i r , o p e n i n g i n it , t h r o u g h i t , a n d u n d e r it , w h i c h e v i d e n t i y l i g h t e d t h e s c r e e n s p a s s a g e . 

T h e l a s t l i g h t o f t h e h a l l is i n t h e S . w a l l , a h u g e w i n d o w a t s e c o n d - f l o o r l e v e l , w h e r e i ts 

sil l m a y h a v e f o r m e d a n e x t e n s i o n t o t h e m i n s t r e l g a l l e r y . I t w a s o f f o u r l i g h t s , a n d r e t a i n s t h e 

t r a c e r y o f i ts h e a d . I t w a s l a t e r w a l l e d u p t o t h e l e v e l o f t h e s p r i n g i n g , p r o b a b l y d u r i n g t h e 

C i v i l W a r , f o r t h i s w a s a v e r y l a r g e w i n d o w a n d i n a r a t h e r v u l n e r a b l e c u r t a i n . P a s s a g e s o p e n 

o f f b o t h o f i ts j a m b s . B e n e a t h it i s a r o u g h b r e a c h i n t o a s m a l l m u r a l c h a m b e r ( ( S O ) , F i g . 4 ) . 

T h e f i r e p l a c e s i n t h e h a l l s t a n d f a c i n g o n e a n o t h e r m i d w a y a l o n g t h e s i d e s ; b o t h a r e 

e n o r m o u s , e s p e c i a l l y t h a t o n t h e e a s t . T h e r e w a s a l s o a c e n t r a l h e a r t h . 

T h e h a l l is d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y l a r g e i n r e l a t i o n t o t h e m e d i e v a l c a s t l e a s a w h o l e — t h e 

c a s t l e , i t m u s t b e r e m e m b e r e d , o f a f a m i l y o f n o t e , b u t n o t o f e x c e p t i o n a l w e a l t h o r n a t i o n a l 

i m p o r t a n c e ; a g r e a t p e r s o n a g e l i k e R h y s a p T h o m a s , l i v i n g i n a n a g e o f f a r g r e a t e r o s t e n t a t i o n , 

f o u n d it p e r f e c t l y a d e q u a t e t o h i s n e e d s , a n d it is n o t d w a r f e d e v e n b y P e r r o t ' s r a n g e . A t t h e 

s a m e t i m e , i ts p r o p o r t i o n s a r e r a t h e r u n u s u a l ; t h e b a s e m e n t is t h r e e t i m e s a s l o n g a s i t i s w i d e , 

a n d a l t h o u g h t h e first floor i s a g o o d d e a l w i d e r , i t is st i l l r a t h e r l o n g f o r a h a l l ( 8 2 f t . b y 3 0 f t . ) , 

a n d it s e e m s c l e a r t h a t t h e r e is a g o o d d e a l t o b e s a i d f o r C a n o n S p u r r e l l ' s s u g g e s t i o n t h a t i t 

w a s p a r t i t i o n e d , a n d t h u s f o r m e d h a l l a n d s o l a r t o g e t h e r . I f t h i s w a s n o t t h e c a s e , i t f o l l o w s 

e i t h e r t h a t t h e n e w h a l l w a s u s e d i n c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h t h e o l d s o l a r i n t h e C h a p e l T o w e r — 

w h i c h s e e m s i m p o s s i b l y i n c o n v e n i e n t — o r t h a t t h e n e w s o l a r w a s t h e c h a m b e r i n t h e N . W . 

T o w e r — a l a r g e a n d c o n v e n i e n t a p a r t m e n t f o r a s t a g e o f a r o u n d t o w e r , i t i s t r u e , b u t c o m -

p l e t e l y i n a d e q u a t e t o t h e e n o r m o u s h a l l . T h i s is a l l c o n v i n c i n g e n o u g h , b u t i t st i l l r e m a i n s 

c e r t a i n t h a t t h e h a l l , a s w e s e e i t , i s a s i n g l e r o o m , a n d t h a t t h e r e is n o t r a c e , i n t h e f o r m i n 

w h i c h R h y s h a s l e f t i t , o f a n y p a r t i t i o n , o r o f a n y t h i n g w h i c h s u g g e s t s t h a t t h e r e w a s e v e r a 

s o l a r h e r e — u n l e s s a s m a l l b l o c k e d r e c e s s i n t h e w a l l ( ( 5 1 ) , F i g . 4 ) m a y h a v e b e e n i t s fireplace. 

The North-West Tower 

T h e t w o g r e a t d r u m - t o w e r s a t t h e W . a n g l e s o f t h e c a s t l e ( P L X L I I A ) a r e o f a s i n g l e 

b u i l d , a n d a s i n g l e c o n n e c t e d p l a n , w i t h t h e h a l l , f o r m i n g a n i n t e g r a l u n i t s u c h a s i s a l s o t o b e 

s e e n a t S h r e w s b u r y a n d L l a w h a d e n , a n d p e r h a p s a t C a s T r o g g y . T h e t o w e r r o o m s c o m m u n i c a t e 

w i t h t h o s e o f t h e h a l l b l o c k , t h e t o w e r s t a i r c o n n e c t s t h e h a l l w i t h i ts b a s e m e n t , a n d t h e h a l l 

r o o f u n i t e s t h e s t a i r a n d t h e b a t t l e m e n t s o f t h e c u r t a i n . 

T h e t o w e r s a r e c l o s e l y a l i k e , w i t h t h e i r e n o r m o u s s p u r s ; t h e i r b a t t l e m e n t s h a v e b e e n 

c o m p l e t e l y a l t e r e d b y R h y s , w h o a l s o i n s e r t e d t w o - a n d - t h r e e - l i g h t T u d o r w i n d o w s w i t h 

s q u a r e h e a d s t h r o u g h o u t t h e i r u p p e r floors. B o t h a r e o f t w o s t o r e y s a b o v e a v a u l t e d b a s e -

m e n t . T h e y p r o j e c t b o l d l y , b u t t h e i r p o s i t i o n s a r e d i f f e r e n t , f o r t h e N . W . T o w e r , c a p p i n g a n 

o b t u s e a n g l e , i s set o n m o r e o r l e s s d i a g o n a l l y , w h i l e i ts c o m p a n i o n s t a n d s a t a r i g h t a n g l e i n 

t h e d e f e n c e s , a n d f o u r - s q u a r e t o t h e m . 

T h e l o w e s t s t a g e o f t h e N . W . T o w e r is r e a c h e d b y d e s c e n d i n g a s m a l l c r o o k e d s t a i r 

i n t h e c o r n e r o f t h e h a l l b a s e m e n t ; i t t h u s s t a n d s l o w e r t h a n a n y o t h e r p a r t o f t h e c a s t l e , a n d 

h a s a n o u t c r o p o f r o c k i n i ts floor; e v e n s o , t h e sil l o f t h e n o r t h e r n l o o p i s f a r a b o v e e x t e r n a l 

g r o u n d l e v e l . T h e r e w e r e t h r e e l o o p s , set i n g r e a t a r c h e d r e c e s s e s , a n d o p e n i n g b e t w e e n t h e 

s p u r s , i n t h e c u r v e d f a c e s o f t h e t o w e r , w h i c h a r e n o t v e r y p r o m i n e n t a t t h i s l e v e l . O f t h e s e 

l o o p s , o n e i s b l o c k e d , a n d a n o t h e r ( ( 5 2 ) , F i g . 1 ) f o r m s a r a g g e d g a p , o p e n i n g , g r o t e s q u e l y , i n t o 

P e r r o t ' s b u i l d i n g s . A f o u r t h r e c e s s , o f i r r e g u l a r s h a p e ( 5 3 ) , l e d t o a p o s t e r n , n o w w a l l e d 

u p , w h o s e p o i n t e d a r c h is sti l l v i s i b l e o n t h e o u t s i d e o f t h e t o w e r i n a n a c u t e a n g l e b e t w e e n 

t h e flank a n d t h e c u r t a i n — a p l a c e w h i c h i t w i l l h a v e b e e n p a r t i c u l a r l y d i f f i c u l t t o k e e p u n d e r 

o b s e r v a t i o n . O v e r t h e p o s t e r n , t h i s s i d e o f t h e t o w e r r e t u r n s u p o n t h e c u r t a i n a s a s t r a i g h t 

f a c e , n o t a c u r v e . 

T h e u p p e r c h a m b e r s o f t h e t o w e r ( F i g s . 4 a n d 5 ) a r e p e n t a g o n a l ; i n t h i s r e s p e c t i t d i f f e r s 

f r o m its c o m p a n i o n ; m o r e o v e r , s i n c e t h e N . W . T o w e r s t a n d s a t t h e d a i s e n d o f t h e h a l l , a n d 

a t a l e s s v u l n e r a b l e p o i n t , i t s w a l l s a r e t h i n n e r a t t h i s l e v e l , a n d i t s r o o m s l a r g e r a n d m o r e 

c o m m o d i o u s . T h e t w o floors a r e m u c h a l i k e ; t h e r e a r e w i n d o w s t o N . a n d W . , w i t h a s m a l l 

d o o r w a y b e t w e e n t h e m , l e a d i n g b y a c u r v i n g p a s s a g e i n t h e w a l l t o a s m a l l l a t r i n e w i t h a 

l i t t l e r e c t a n g u l a r l i g h t , a p p a r e n t l y o r i g i n a l ; t h e d r a i n - s h o o t s d e s c e n d i n t o t h e t h i c k n e s s o f 

t h e N . W . s p u r . I n t h e E . w a l l t h e r e i s o n e a c h floor a fireplace, w i t h a n o p e n i n g a l o n g s i d e it 
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i n t h e N . E . c o r n e r , o r i g i n a l l y a l o o p o r w i n d o w , b u t i n i t s p r e s e n t f o r m a n e n t r a n c e t o P e r r o t ' s 

s t a t e a p a r t m e n t s . O v e r h e a d , b e l o w t h e r o o f o f t h e t o w e r , t h e a n g l e s a r e s q u i n c h e d o v e r t o 

f o r m s o m e t h i n g a p p r o a c h i n g a c i r c l e . 

T h e s t a i r , w h i c h i n t h i s t o w e r i s c o n t a i n e d i n a p r o j e c t i n g t u r r e t w i t h c o r b e l l e d b a s e , 

h a s l o s t i t s c e n t r a l n e w e l ; a b o v e t h e s e c o n d - f l o o r r o o m i t o p e n s i n t o a p a s s a g e i n t h e t h i c k n e s s 

o f t h e e n d - w a l l o f t h e h a l l , l e a d i n g t o t h e s e c o n d floor o f t h e N . T u r r e t ( ( 5 3 ) , F i g . 5 ) , a s m a l l 

c h a m b e r w i t h t h e r e m a i n s o f t h r e e l i t t l e l i g h t s ; i t e x t e n d s s o m e w a y w e s t w a r d s i n t h e t h i c k n e s s 

o f t h e c u r t a i n . A b o v e t h i s a g a i n t h e s t a i r o p e n s o n t h e g a b l e - e n d o f t h e h a l l , w h e n c e a c c e s s 

t o t h e W . c u r t a i n w a s o b t a i n e d , a s a t t h e o t h e r e n d , o v e r t h e l o w - p i t c h e d r o o f . A c r o s s t h e 

w i d e t o p o f t h e g a b l e — w h i c h w a s i t s e l f p a r t o f t h e w a l l - w a l k — t h e r e i s a d o o r w a y i n t o t h e 

t o p m o s t c h a m b e r o f t h e N . T u r r e t , a n o t h e r l i t t l e c h a m b e r w i t h a s m a l l t w o - l i g h t w i n d o w 

o p e n i n g o n t h e c o u r t y a r d ; i t is e n t i r e l y t h e w o r k o f P e r r o t , f o r t h o u g h i t h a s n o c o n n e c t i o n 

w i t h h i s s t a t e a p a r t m e n t s , t h e w h o l e t u r r e t w a s c o v e r e d b y t h e r o o f o f t h e n e w b u i l d i n g , a n d 

h a d t h e r e f o r e t o b e r a i s e d t o t h e r e q u i r e d h e i g h t . A b o v e t h e g a b l e t h e s t a i r l e a d s u p t o t h e 

t o w e r - h e a d , w h i c h is n o w s u r r o u n d e d b y a w a l l p e r f e c t l y p l a i n o n t h e i n s i d e , w i t h c o l o u r a b l e 

b a t t l e m e n t s o n l y t o b e s e e n f r o m o u t s i d e . H e r e t h e s t a i r finishes; t h e t u r r e t e n d s i n a p o l y g o n a l 

c a p h o u s e , b u t d o e s n o t r i s e t o f o r m a w a t c h - t o w e r ; t h e r e a r e t h e r e m a i n s o f a s m a l l s e p a r a t e 

s t a i r g i v i n g a c c e s s t o i t s r o o f . T h i s i s p r o b a b l y a T u d o r a d d i t i o n . 1 

The South-West Tower 
T h i s t o w e r h a s a g e n e r a l r e s e m b l a n c e t o i t s c o m p a n i o n , a p a r t f r o m t h e d i f f e r e n t a n g l e 

i t p r e s e n t s t o i t s c u r t a i n s ; b u t i ts u p p e r s t o r e y s a r e h e p t a g o n a l , w i t h a t e n d e n c y t o r o u n d i n g - o f f 

o n s o m e a n g l e s , i t s u p p e r w a l l s a r e t h i c k e r , t h e r e is n o p r o j e c t i n g s t a i r - t u r r e t , a n d t h e c a p h o u s e 

i s s q u a r e . 

T h e b a s e m e n t s t a n d s a l i t t l e h i g h e r t h a n i n t h e N . W . T o w e r , a n d c o n t a i n e d a f o u r t h 

l o o p , r a k i n g t h e W . c u r t a i n , a n d s e t i n a s m a l l e r r e c e s s t h a n t h e o t h e r s ( ( 5 4 ) , F i g . 1 ) ; i t h a s b e e n 

b r o k e n o u t , l i k e a l l t h e s e b a s e m e n t l o o p s , a n d s u b s e q u e n t l y w a l l e d u p ; b u t t h e r o u n d o i l l e t s 

o f i t s h e a d a n d f o o t — o r n a m e n t a l r a t h e r t h a n u s e f u l o n t h i s s h o r t l o o p — a r e st i l l t o b e s e e n 

o n t h e o u t s i d e o f t h e t o w e r . T h e s e a r e t h e o n l y o i l l e t s r e m a i n i n g i n t h e c a s t l e , a n d t h e y s u g g e s t 

t h a t t h e l o o p s i n t h e b a s e m e n t o f b o t h t o w e r s w e r e c r o s s - l o o p s w i t h f o u r o i l l e t s . O f t h e o t h e r 

l o o p s i n t h i s t o w e r , t h a t o n t h e E . , w h e r e t h e l e v e l o f t h e g r o u n d o u t s i d e i s h i g h , i s r e a c h e d 

b y a s e t o f t h r e e h i g h s t e p s ; t h e p r e s e n t l o o p i s a m o d e r n r e c o n s t r u c t i o n . I n t h e N . W . c o r n e r 

is a s m a l l s t o n e s i n k ( 5 5 ) w i t h a d r a i n r u n n i n g i n t o t h e w a l l . I n v i e w o f t h e a c c e s s i b i l i t y o f t h i s 

c h a m b e r f r o m t h e s c r e e n s e n d o f t h e h a l l , i t m a y w e l l b e t h a t t h i s w a s t h e b u t t e r y o r p a n t r y , 

b u t i t i s i m p o s s i b l e t o i d e n t i f y t h e u p p e r c h a m b e r s o f t h e t o w e r w i t h a n y p a r t i c u l a r d o m e s t i c 

f u n c t i o n . 

T h e s t a i r g i v e s a c c e s s first t o a tiny c h a m b e r o r c e l l i n t h e t h i c k n e s s o f t h e w a l l ( ( 5 0 ) , 
F i g . 4 ) , w i t h a l i g h t i n t h e c u r t a i n a n d a n o t h e r ( n o w b r o k e n t h r o u g h ) i n t o t h e h a l l . I t s u s e i s 

o b s c u r e , f o r i t w a s n o t a l a t r i n e . N e x t , t h e first floor o f t h e t o w e r i s r e a c h e d . H e r e a g a i n t h e 

t w o u p p e r floors a r e c l o s e l y a l i k e , w i t h t h r e e l a r g e w i n d o w s e a c h , a n d a fireplace o n t h e S . W . 

T h e l a t r i n e s , v e r y s i m i l a r t o t h o s e i n t h e o t h e r t o w e r , d i s c h a r g e d i n t o t h e t h i c k n e s s o f t h e N . 

s p u r , a t t h e b a s e o f w h i c h t h e a r c h o f t h e o u t f a l l c a n b e s e e n — a g a i n , t h e o n l y o n e sti l l v i s i b l e 

i n t h e c a s t l e . 

B e t w e e n t h e first a n d s e c o n d floors a d o o r w a y o p e n s o f f t h e s t a i r ; l i k e t h a t a t t h e o p p o s i t e 

e n d , i t p r o b a b l y b e l o n g e d t o a p a s s a g e i n t h e w a l l l e a d i n g o u t o n t h e l o w e r c u r t a i n b e y o n d ; 

n o w i t o p e n s u p o n t h e s i l l o f t h e g r e a t w i n d o w , a c r o s s w h i c h a s i m i l a r o p e n i n g l e a d s i n t o a 

s m a l l t r i a n g u l a r r o o m ( ( 5 6 ) , F i g . 5 ) c o v e r e d i n a c o r b e l - v a u l t o r f a l s e v a u l t . T h e w h o l e u p p e r 

p a r t o f t h i s c o r n e r o f t h e h a l l w a s r e b u i l t b y R h y s , a n d t h e t r i a n g u l a r r o o m l e a d s t o t h e c h a m b e r 

o v e r h i s g r e a t p o r c h — a n i n h a b i t a b l e r o o m , w i t h t w o l a r g e w i n d o w s o v e r t h e g a t e a n d i n t h e 

N . w a l l , a n d a fireplace a n d a s m a l l l i g h t o n t h e S . 

T h e s t a i r c o n t i n u e s t o t h e g a b l e o f t h e h a l l a n d t h e b a t t l e m e n t s o f t h e t o w e r , i n t h e s a m e 

w a y a s i t s c o m p a n i o n ; a g a i n , t h e r e i s n o w a t c h - t u r r e t . 2 

1 A watch-turret and its stair are mentioned in 15 31. 
2 Again, one is mentioned in 15 31. Nothing remains of the outside stair on this tower. 
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One final feature is to be observed about this tower; at its foot, just at the junction of 
the S. curtain, there projects along its flank a very small fragment of masonry ( ( 5 7 ) , Fig. i). 
The tower is built upon this projection, which must therefore be the remains of some older 
structure, probably a tower. The only other sign of alteration hereabouts is that the batter 
of the curtain below the hall looks rather as if it had been added to the curtain itself. 

It may have been remarked that we have nowhere commented on the existence in one 
castle of two contemporary halls; the reason for this is simply that we do not consider that they 
were contemporary, or that they formed part of the same original plan. The western block, 
it is true, was added against and upon the older work — which was presumably incomplete 
at this end and may in places have gone little farther than the foundations, if as far — in such a 
fashion that it is generally impossible to indicate any point of junction; nevertheless we have 
other evidence for our contention which seems to us to warrant it: 

(a) In the first place, the provision of a separate private hall at so early a date and in a castle 
of the size of Carew is most unlikely. 

(b) The E. front being the most approachable, it will have been the first to be built; also, 
in any rational plan, it will have been much the most solidly constructed; it is in fact more 
robust than the curtains along the N. and S.,1 if one may judge from what remains of them. 
The W. block, however, though it stands on the most favourable ground, is far more strongly 
built than the E., both in towers and curtains, and by this reasoning cannot be part of the 
same plan.2 

(c) There are strong stylistic differences: the oillets of the loop in the S.W. Tower find no 
parallel in the plain loops of the eastern defences; the builders of the western block were 
much addicted to the use of false-vault work (which also appears in the work of Rhys and in 
the Old Tower), whereas this form of construction only occurs in the stairs in the E. block. 
The main difference, however, lies in the mere shape of the towers; those on the E. (including 
the vanished pair) were not only different from the W. pair, but entirely different from one 
another; the surviving towers are, indeed, very difficult to match in any English castle. The 
W. towers, on the other hand, are an almost exact pair, of a type conventional enough in castles 
in S. Wales of c. 1285-1320. 

(d) There is a fragment of an earlier S.W. tower ( 5 7 ) , or at least of its foundations, still to be 
seen. 

S U M M A R Y 

The architectural history of Carew castle falls into eight main periods o f 
construction. 

Period I : c. IIOJ 

There can be little doubt that Gerald of Windsor occupied the site, but 
the only feature n o w visible which can have been part of his original castle is 
the bank and ditch of the earthwork bailey. Presumably the inner w o r k stood 
on roughly the same site as the existing inner ward, with a bank and ditch across 
the ridge, roughly on the site of the concentric outer ward. H o w the area was 
enclosed for the next two centuries we can only guess; timber palisades were 
usual at the period, but on this rocky site and in this limestone country a dry 
stone wall is not improbable. 

1 e.g., thickness of curtain at gate, 7 ft. ; walls of Chapel Tower, the same; S.E. Tower, 6 ft. 3 in.; as against 
S. curtain (at break on side of S.E. Tower) 5 ft. 7 in.; at hall end, 5 ft. 1 in.; N. curtain at ( 4 3 ) (Fig. 1), 4 ft. 7 in. 

2 West curtain, 8 ft. 9 in.; towers, up to 10 ft. above the batter. 
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Period II : Very late 12th or early 1 jth century 
In this period a stone gatehouse tower was built in the middle of the E. 

front of the inner bailey. Within a short time of its completion — or even of 
its foundation — a number of alterations began to be made in the original 
design: a latrine-turret was built against its S. face, and it was raised so as to 
contain two low storeys, instead of one, over the entry. At some time in the 
early or mid 13 th century the gateway arch was blocked and a small room 
constructed in the basement of the tower, reached from the interior of the 
ward. 

Period III: Late 13th century;probably 1270-1280 
Sir Nicholas de Carew planned and began a total reconstruction of the 

castle, which by that time was outmoded from both the military and the 
domestic standpoint. How far his programme was carried out it is impossible 
to say; at least it is clear that he built or rebuilt the E. front of the inner ward, 
incorporating the Old Tower as part of his curtain, with a first floor hall behind 
it, which, in combination with a chapel and solar in one of the towers and 
various smaller rooms, provided a most ingenious and convenient range of 
domestic buildings, which nonetheless forms a very strong defensive front, 
especially in conjunction with the concentric outer ward which he constructed 
as an integral part of his design. In addition there is every reason to believe 
that he built the S. curtain with a rectangular tower near its centre, and the 
N. curtain, with a round tower near its E. corner, though too little remains, 
in the former case at least, to permit a certain judgment. A W. curtain with 
small towers on the angles certainly will have formed part of his design, but not 
enough remains to show whether this was ever carried out, though the S.W. 
tower was at least begun. 

As part of the work on the E., the original ditch was filled and another 
dug outside it, where some part still remains. 

Period IV : Late 13th or more probably early 14th century; 129 0-1320 
Whether the previous programme was ever completed or not, it resulted 

in a very great increase in both the strength and the comfort of the castle; 
but within a short period it was itself regarded as too modest in both respects, 
and the W. front of the castle was built — or rebuilt — on a truly grand scale, 
with two great spurred towers and a much larger and finer hall. This work 
may be dated to not later than c. 1320, and, as Sir Nicholas did not die till 1 3 1 1 , 
it is possible to see in this more ambitious work either a reflection of the 
improvement of his position during his career in the king's service, or alter-
natively the larger ideas of his successor, Sir John. One thing is certain; it is 
in no sense the completion or even modification of the older plan (Period III). 

Period V : Late 13th or early 14th century — the gatehouse 
The exact position of this very plain structure in the development of the 

castle is not clear. It is secondary to Period III, but there is no evidence to 
suggest whether it came before or after Period IV ; its extreme plainness does 
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not accord with the idea that the two were contemporary, for the great W. 
block is built in a decidedly expensive style. However, it is clear that the gate-
house must form an early afterthought, and it too must have been built by 
1320. 
Period V I : Late 1 jth and very early 16th century, c. 1480-1 joy 

The castle remained substantially unchanged until it came into the hands 
of Sir Rhys ap Thomas in about 1480. His work was carried out over many 
years (he lived until 1525, but it seems likely that he had completed Carew 
to his own liking by 1507, when he held his great tournament) and there are 
numerous signs of change and addition in the course of building. We have 
attributed to him the curious repairs to the S.E. Tower; if we are correct, this 
will be the earliest part of his work. Elsewhere no repair seems to have been 
needed, and the remainder of his work was entirely directed to increasing the 
castle's magnificence and capacity as a residence, at the expense, if necessary, 
of its military strength. He completely transformed the castle; even today 
far more of its appearance is due to him than would be supposed from an 
examination of the dated plans. His additions to the castle comprise the outer 
gate, the N. and S. turrets, the porch and oriel of the great hall, and the second 
floor over the smaller hall, with its grand staircase and antechamber; he also 
added a third storey in the S.E. angle, of which only one wall remains, and a 
great range of buildings, including a chapel, outside the N. curtain; of this 
nothing remains whatever. He built much, but altered more, radically re-
building the gatehouse, replacing every major medieval window with one of 
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his own, and rebuilding most of the battlements as dummies. Also, if the 
great W. hall was ever divided into hall and solar, it was he who threw the two 
into one. 
Period VII : 1)88-1392 

Sir John Perrot built the existing northern range, destroying Rhys' range 
to do so, and with it the round N.E. tower (if that had not already been done 
by Rhys). His object was further to enhance the magnificence of the castle 
in the style of the day; he was only interested in its military strength to the 
extent that he would do nothing further to prejudice it. He therefore erected his 
whole vulnerable palace on a strongly ramped terrace, and placed it on a side 
inconvenient for bombardment and decidedly awkward for assault. For all 
its great windows and flimsy oriels it did not constitute a source of weakness 
to a castle already in large measure disarmed, and when the Civil War came, it 
was the E. side which the defenders reinforced, and the S., it appears, which 
the enemy attacked. 

Period VIII : The Civil War, 1643-j 
To the garrisons of this period are due the ravelin, the barrier ( 4 ) , and the 

alteration of numerous embrasures on the E. front, both of the inner and the 
outer ward. 

There are some remains of a later habitation on a much reduced scale, but 
these are of very little significance; nor is it possible to assign a date to them 
with any pretence of accuracy. 

APPENDIX I 

I N V E N T O R Y O F C A R E W C A S T L E , 1 5 3 1 1 

In the County of Pembroke: Carewe Castell 
This castle standeth by the waterside, nine miles from Milford Haven, and is built with 

hard stone, and is severed in four parts or stories, with a quadrant court within the same, 
the east part wherof containeth in length 160 feet, and the west part containeth in length 
without the castle 164 feet. And the north side containeth in length 142 feet, and the south 
side in length 198 feet. And the court within the quadrant in length 86 feet, and in breadth 
7 5 feet, within which court is a fair lavatory in the midst made of stone, and the water running 
out of pipes of lead in the top of the same. 

The east part of the said castle with the two frontours adjoining to the same containing 
in length as before said, hath in parts beneath and above these buildings: 

First, the hall there, containing in length 55 feet and in breadth 26 feet, with 13 steps 
leading from the ground to the hall.2 

Item, a chapel vaulted, a buttery vaulted. 
Item, a pantry, a cellar, a larder house, with 15 upper chambers and nether chambers 

there. 
All which buildings be covered with slate, and the walking places by the battlements 

leaded, and at the north end a high turret to view the country. 
The west part of the castle: 

1 P.R.O., Exchequer, Treasurer of the Receipt, Misc. 'Rooks, 15 1 , 7. See R.C.A.M., Pembrokeshire, 51. 
2 That is to say, the hall in the east block is on the first floor, and the dining room above it. Spurrell reverses 

their positions. 
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First, 23 steps of stone leading up to the hall, with a porthole chamber at the hall door. 
Item, a great hall there, containing in length within 81 feet and in breadth 30 feet, and 

of either side the hall a great chimney, and in the midst a hearth of stone, and 15 feet in breadth 
at the upper hall is tiled with Flanders die, which said hall is covered with lead. 

Item, under the said hall a buttery vaulted of like length and breadth. 
Item, a tower adjoining to the upper end of the hall, wherein is contained a low cellar 

with two chambers, one above the other, with winding stairs leading in to the battlements 
of the same, which tower is covered with slate and the walking place leaded, and is in compass 
round 100 feet, with 8 steps in to the height of a little watch tower in compass 27 feet. 

The tower at the south end of the hall, wherein is builded a cellar, two chambers one 
above another and covered with slate, and the walking place leaded, which tower is in compass 
within the battlement 100 feet, and above the same a little turret, compass 24 feet, with 11 
steps leading from the battlements to the same. 

The south side of the castle:1 

A tower builded square, containing in length 33 feet and in breadth 28 feet, wherein is 
builded a larder house, a kitchen above the same, with half a loft over and a way leading in 
to the battlements, and at one corner a little turret. 

The north side of the castle:1 

A story containing in length 60 feet and in breadth 2 5 feet, wherein is contained two low 
chambers and a chapel over them and a way leading to the battlements thereof, with a little 
turret in the top of the same. 

Item, before the east part of this castle there is a gate house builded four square with 
chamber over the same, and a way in to the battlements, with a little turret in the top. 

The forefront of this said castle is double walled, with a dyke of 20 feet broad counter-
mured. 

The length of the base court is 225 feet and in breadth 189 feet, wherein is builded these 
edifices ensuing: 

First, over the south side of this court a house containing in length 87 feet, and in 
breadth 21 feet, wherein is a stable of 60 feet long with a loft over the same, and a brewhouse 
of like breadth and 27 feet long, with a chamber over. And at the west end of the same a 
house called a bakehouse, in length 18 feet and breadth 15 feet, with a chamber over the same. 

Item, over the south side the said court, a barn in length 75 feet and in breadth 30 feet. 
Item, over the said south part a smith's forge, in length 3 3 feet and in breadth 18 feet. 
All these houses covered with slate. 
Item, a stable nigh to the water, containing in length 128 feet and in breadth 20 feet, 

with a loft over the same. 
The contents of the buildings of this castle within the quadrant, with the gate house: 

2 halls, 2 chapels, 2 butteries vaulted, 2 pantreys, 2 cellars, 2 larder houses, 23 chambers low 
and high, 7 turrets. 

Item, there is belonging to this castle 2 parks walled, one of them is nigh the castle and 
the compass thereof a mile, and the other park being a mile from the castle is in compass 
2 miles. 

A P P E N D I X I I 
D E S C R I P T I O N O F C A R E W C A S T L E F R O M S U R V E Y O F 1631-22 

The castle abovementioned standeth almost in the midst of the Demesnes used there-
with and is placed upon a Rock and is built of hardstone castlewise, having a small. . . haven 
ebbing and flowing under the North side thereof. And that the said castle hath two courts 
walled with stone before the entrance into the same and a square court ( ? ) . . . one hall thirty 
foot broad and fourscore foot long, the roof thereof being covered with lead, a lesser hall 
fifty four foot long and twenty four foot broad with a small chapel. . . one fair dining chamber 
waynscotted fifty four foot long and twenty four foot broad with many other lodgings, 

1 Practically nothing is left of either of these ranges. 
2 P.R.O., E.178/5866. This document is stained and partly illegible. 
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chambers besides divers houses of office barns stables . . . outhouses . . . of the said castle 
containing in length one hundred forty and seven foot was set up though not finished and 
covered with lead by the said Sir John Perrot. (A deponent) . . . in the parish of Carew 
aforesaid examined on his oath affirmeth that the said castle is built of hard lime stone, and 
the roof of the hall on the west side thirty foot broad . . . now covered with lead, that the 
lesser hall on the east side and the chapel adjoining it now covered with tile, that the said 
dining chamber is waynscotted and in good repair ( ? ) . . . lodgings chambers. That the kitchen 
and houses of office on the south side of the said castle are tiled and repaired and that the 
north side of the said castle containing . . . foot or thereabout being three stories of building 
covered with lead is much decayed there being no boards nor joists under the roof but only 
the beams which are fallen down . . . foot in length and that the roofs of two towers are fallen 
down the one at the northwest between the new and the old building and the other at the 
southeast. 




