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Hollard's Farm (Mimram Valley Golf Course), Codicote, Hertfordshire,
Preconstruct ion archaeological evaluation,
April 1990,

NHDC Museums site reference: COD-2

Abstract

An enclosure known from aerial photographs at Hollard's Farm, Codicote, was
partially examined by trail trenching in advance of construction work for the Mimram
Valley Golf Course. The site is prominently situated on the edge of a plateau
overlooking the valley of the River Mimram, With structures and an enclosing bank
and/or palisade, it would have dominated the river valley which may have formed a route
linking the Welwyn area with settlements to the north-west,

The enclosure may have been sited in relation to an earlier field system, parts of
which were known from the aerial photograph and examined in the trial trenching.
However, the relationship between the enclosure and field boundaries was not examined
at this stage to prevent the loss of potential information. There are hints from the
aerial photograph that the site extends eastwards into a neighbouring field, and
although fieldwalking here failed to reveal a concentration of finds, it is clear that
at least one of the field boundaries crosses into this field.

The enclosure seems to have been used during the first half of the first
century AD as a settlement site, evidently of some pretension to jUdge from the size of
its ditches and the incidence of imported pottery. A short period of silting in the
ditches (reflecting either abandonment, or, more likely, a period during which the
ditches were not cleaned) was followed by the levelling of the site some time 'around
AD c70.

In its immediate vicinity the settlement would have had control over arable land,
probably largely confined to the upland plateau, and pasture suitable for a variety of
animals on the slopes and in the valley bottom, as well as access to wildlife in the
river. The presence of Romano-British pottery and tile from the field surfaces around
the enclosure suggests that the land continued to be exploited for agricultural use
after the abandonment of the enclosure, the ceramic material making its way onto arable
field surfaces with manure.

Comparison with other sites in the Welwyn area - none excavated to scientific
standards - suggests that this class of set tlement was relatively common in the first
century AD, and that all were abandoned at roughly the same time, perhaps as a result
of a local government decision, The limited work at Hollard's Farm has been the most
detailed to date, but clearly much more can be learned from this site, and it is
recommended that it be either preserved or more fully investigated before any
development takes place on the site,

Fieldwalking elsewhere on the proposed golf course area revealed traces of
medi~val and later farming practices and the lines of former field boundaries.

The cover illustration shows a detailed draWing of a copper alloy brooch dating to
AD c60-70 recovered during excavation.
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1; Introduction

1.1 An aerial photograph taken in 1967 by Dr J K St Joseph of Cambridge University
revealed traces of ditches forming a large rectangular enclosure in the centre of field
5721, part of the land belonging to Hollard's Farm, Codicote, Hertfordshire. The site
was considered ancient, and tentatively identified as belonging to the Iron Age or
Romano-British periods on the basis of comparisons with other, dated sites. The
enclosure was sUbsequently entered in the County Council's Sites and Monuments Record
(SMR 2388) and also designated as an Area of Archaeological Importance (AAI 193; see
figure 1).

1.2 In 1989, proposals to convert the agricultural land and farmhouse at Hollard's
Farm into a golf course and club-house raised the possibility of extensive landscape
alterations posing a threat to the archaeological remains, and causing major changes to
the surrounding fields.

1.3 Following negotiations between North Hert fordshire District Council Museums Field
Archaeology Section and Planning Department with B Hull Associates, the agent for the
developer, agreement was reached with the developer, Richard Daniels Developments Ltd
and the the landowner, Mr John Ansell, to allow an archaeological evaluation once
planning permission had been gained. Planning permission was granted in February 1990
and a small team of archaeologists from North Hert fordshire District Council Museums
undertook an investigation of the known ancient enclosure and surrounding fields during
March 1990. The investigation concentrated on the Area of Archaeological importance
with a very rapid survey of the remainder of the golf course area in order to record
other visible archaeological landscape features. The results are reported here.

1.4 The purpose of the detailed evaluation of the enclosures within the Area of
Archaeological Importance (an area of about 12 acres) was to identify their type and
character; period of occupation; and state of preservation. This was to be reported on
to the developer, landowner and North Hert fordshire District Council Planning
Department, with recommendations for further action, if necessary, inclUding the
possibility of protecting the site from damage by the golf course construction.
Similarly, recommendations are made regarding the archaeology of the golf course in
general.

1.5 The total area in question (see figures 1 and 7) forms a two hundred acre
triangle bounded by the St Alban's and Welwyn roads to the east and west, and by the
River Mimram to the south. To the north, near the Village, the farm buildings are
surrounded by small pastures which extend along the Welwyn road, skirting Catchpole and
Longston Woods. Further south, towards the scarp of the Mimram Valley (see figure 2),
the fields are currently under plough and have been amalgamated into larger units.

1.6 The Area of Archaeological Importance is situated on the top of the scarp, at the
edge of the upland chalk plateau overlooking the valley (see figure 3), to the south of
a footpath which links the St Alban's roads with the main farm access track. The large
fields to the south, running down the slope to the river, are all used for arable
cultivation. The ploughsoil is a uniform type over the entire area: a light calcareous
rendzina A horizon with numerous flints, denuded on the upper fields by ploughing and
weathering, with a corresponding accumulated depth at the foot of the slope.
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2: Results and Recommendations

2.1 The Area of Archaeological Importance The features on the aerial photograph have
been shown by the evaluation to be a late Iron Age to early Romano-British period (late
first century BC to mid first century AD) ditched domestic enclosure, probably a high­
status farmstead with associated paddocks and fields. By analogy with similar sites
elsewhere, one may expect traces of ancient building foundations within the main
enclosure if the whole interior were stripped archaeologically. In addition, there
would no doubt be other features such as storage/rubbish pits.

2.2 Due to the very shallow topsoil (0 '23m average depth) on the plateau on which the
enclosure is situated (a result of centuries of ploughing and the movement of soil
down the slope into the valley bot tom), any stripping of topsoil or disturbance by
construction work for the golf course will damage the very fragile archaeological
remains.

2.3 It is therefore recommended that the area of the main enclosure site (as
delineated in red on figure l) should not have its existing ground level reduced in any
way by the golf course construction, although the level could be built-up with topsoil
instead.

2.4. This same defined area should be seeded with grass and not be planted with trees,
since the latter can be very destructive of archaeological remains.

2.5 If it is not possible to protect all of this defined area from damage or
disturbance (whether for design or other reasons), further archaeological excavation
should occur on those parts which will be disturbed.

2.6 In any event, an archaeological geophysical survey should be carried out of the
defined area. This is recommended because of the archaeological importance of the site
and because of the necessarily limited investigation which has been undertaken. A
geophysical survey would answer outstanding questions regarding the layout of the
enclosure ditches and should give some information about the plan of the interior of
the main enclosure. This would be a relatively quick and cheap way of getting such
information, and the opportunity should be taken since, once the golf course is
constructed, such an opportunity could not recur for many years. It would certainly be
a much-appreciated additional gesture by the developer.

2.7 Construction work in the Area of Archaeological Importance should be monitored
archaeologically to record any so-far unknown features which may be revealed.

2.8 The archaeology of the remainder of the golf course If machines are used to
excavate or move soil in the part of the field to the east (7195) immediately adjacent
to the known archaeological remains, such work should be monitored archaeologically to
investigate the possibility of the ancient enclosures continuing along the ridge.

2.9 General archaeological observation should be undertaken of the golf course
construction in order to record any so-far unknown archaeological remains which may be
revealed.

2.10 The developer and the Local Planning Authority's nominated archaeologists shall
come to an agreement over the above recommendat ions, and the developer shall make
agreed financial provision to allow them to be carried out.
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3: Methodology

3.1 The trial trenches (see figure 2).

The purpose of the excavation was to determine, with the minimum degree of
disturbance, the date, function and exact position of the enclosure. A programme of
shallow trial trenching followed by limited detailed manual excavation was considered
the most appropriate method to achieve these aims.

The initial stage required that the general location of the enclosure should be
extrapolated from the aerial photograph and marked out in the field. A mobius network
plotting technique was employed to transfer the information from the oblique photograph
to a plan: however, owing to the obliqueness of the photograph and lack of recognisable
landmarks incorporated into the frame, only a rough approximation of the enclosure's
posit ion could be obtained.

Once the location obtained in this was had been measured and marked out in the
fields, a JCB mechanical excavator (using a 1 '5m wide ditching bucket on its back actor)
was used to strip the ploughsoil in four trenches, taking care not to truncate the
subsoil. Each trench was orientated to locate one side of the enclosure at an
estimated right angle to the ditch. It was hoped to identify the upper fills of the
ditches as anomalies in the subsoil.

It soon became apparent that the original plotting of the cropmark was inaccurate,
as no trace of the enclosure ditches could be found, so the original trenches were
elongated, and six further trenches cut. It turned out that the enclosure was
approximately twenty metres south of the predicted position.

In all, ten trenches were dug. Trenches 1, 2, 5, 6, 7 and 9 were positioned over
the main enclosure; trenches 3 and 4 were located to investigate a linear feature seen
on the aerial photograph running south-west from the south-western corner of the
enclosure. Trench 10 was positioned over an easterly extension to the north-eastern
enclosure ditch. Trenches 1, 2 and 4 also served to sample the exterior of the
enclosure, while trench 8 was located specifically for this purpose. Trenches 5, 6 and
9 exposed the subsoil within the enclosed area, which was closely examined for evidence
of archaeological activity.

The trial trenches were carefully cleaned by hand and the surface of the subsoil
recorded on plans with detailed descriptions, indicating the positions of the ditches
and other probable features. The trenches were surveyed and their exact locations
recorded.

Four of the ditch sections exposed
investigation. The deposits within each
layer systematically. All deposits and
described using pro-forma record cards.
drawings were made of all surfaces
photographic record was maintained.

The heights of all aspects of the site were recorded in relation to two temporary
bench-marks established along the farm track to the east of the site (see figure 2).
These points were subsequently measured in relation to the bench mark on Pulmer Water
Cot tage <TL 212167> on the St Alban's road, and the absolute heights above Ordnance
Datum calculated.

Finally, the trenches were backfilled and the field surface harrowed, drilled and
returned to crop.

The finds and records were checked and analysed, and a draft report prepared.
Field drawings were checked and from these, final illustrations drawn to accompany the
excavation section of this report. Further plans were added as this text was written.
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3.2 The fieldwalkins

The purpose of the fieldwalking survey was to establish, by a systemat ic process
of finds recovery related to location, any further area of potential archaeological
activity either associated with the Area of Archaeological Importance (see figure 2) or
hitherto unsuspected.

The fieldwalking survey was conducted field by field.
more intensively than the remainder: that containing AAI
adjacent field to the east (7915).

The reinforce the accuracy of the transects walked, the lines crossed the fields
along the shortest length (the width) rather than the length. A compass bearing was
sited parallel to the straightest long boundary and distances along a base line field
boundary were measured from it. As the field boundary was rarely straight, an
imaginary baseline was established, allowing transects to be projected at twenty or
forty-metre intervals.

The field surfaces were either harrowed or under crop, the presence of which does
not appear to have affected the results to any great extent as the plant growth was
minimal. The weather was mild and fair, encouraging good recovery rates.

Due to the quantities of medimval and post-medi18val tile present, a representative
sample of the types present was collected in each field, and concentrations noted.
However, in the lower fields, very little tile was present, and all tile was collected.
For all other finds a complete collection policy was adopted for all but recognisably
modern (Le. late twentieth-century) finds such as plastic containers and shotgun
cartridges.

3.3 General survey

As part of the overall investigation, the whole area due for development was
inspected for remnant landscape features such as disused quarry pits and former field
boundaries. In particular, the area of woodland and pasture were thoroughly
investigated, since they had not been subjected to the destructive effects of modern
ploughing.

Identified features were rapidly surveyed by triangulating bearings from two
points and by offset measurement from reference points on the 1:2500 Ordnance Survey
map (see figure 7). Detail was kept to a minimum due to pressure of time. This
survey was conducted on the final day of the evaluation.

The results of this survey were added to this report and the implications
discussed below (sect ions 4 and 5).
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4: The results

4.1: The recorded archaeology from the trial trenches

4.1, 1: Trench 1 23 '3m by 1·5m.
Orientation 32~' magnetic (see figure 2).
Average depth of ploughsoil 0 ·22m.

Trench 1 was located to establish the position of the north-eastern side of the
enclosure.

The ploughsoil was carefully stripped away to reveal the surface of the weathered
chalk subsoil beneath, with large bands of periglacial solution material (a reddish
brown silty clay) running approximately east-west. The position of the ditch was
obscured by these natural veins, as the ditch fill and the solution material were
composed of very similar matrices, possibly made more homogeneous by processes of
chemical weathering. The most likely position of the ditch was within a patCh of
solution silts 1'8m from the southern end of the trench, identified as a band of mid
yellowish/reddish brown silty clay 1·2m in width, oriented north-east to south-west,
with a more friable and organic texture than the surrounding natural. Another possible
feature, a 1'9m wide band of material was identified 2 '9m from the northern end of the
trench.

4.1,2: Trench 2 4-7·9m by 1·5m.
Orientation 310' magnetic (see figures 2 and 3).
Average depth of ploughsoil 0 ·15m.

Trench 2 was originally dug to investigate the area of the field outside the
enclosure, towards the St Alban's road. The ploughsoil in this area of the field was
extremely shallow <less than 0'15m deep) and the underlying subsoil proved to be a
featureless mid red-brown silty clay. Consequently the trench was extended eastwards
at a more southerly angle in order to investigate the north-western ditch of the
enclosure. The extended trench revealed a change in the natural subsoil to a more
chalky weathered horizon, also featureless apart from a 1 '6m wide band of mid yellow
brown, slightly stony, silty clay loam, two metres from the eastern end of the trench.
This was assumed to be the fill of the enclosure ditch, and excavation was continued by
hand.

I
I
I
I
I
I
I
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I
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I
I
I
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Neither feature was excavated.•

The exposed layer ([4-» was excavated, yielding abraded sherds of grog-tempered
pottery and revealing the surface of the underlying layer ([9» contained within the
sides of a ditch cut. As the feature appeared to extend deeper than originally
anticipated, the extent of the remainder of the excavation was limited to half the
width of the trial trench (approximately 0·75m). Context [4] was 0'2m deep and
appeared to be a layer of accumulated weathering deposits (Phase IV), probably
considerably truncated by later ploughing (see fieldwalking results, section 5.3). The
layer below ([9]) was a friable, slight ly stony mid red/brown clay loam with 15% small
chalk flecks. This was 0 '16m deep and contained fragments of animal bone as well as a
large number of abraded, grog-tempered pottery sherds, including a large rim sherd
datable to the early first century AD. The next layer (04-]) was composed of a very
similar matrix with a high proportion (80%) of large angular flints (average dimensions
110x80 x80mm), possibly deriving from the demolition of a nearby structure (see section
5.2). The pottery recovered again derived from fine and coarse grog-tempered vessels.
Fragments of one grain jar in Fabric 2A (see figure 10) were present in both this layer
and layer [9], suggesting that deposition of both layers occurred within a very short
space of time. Both were interpreted as deliberate backfills, based on the pattern of
the pot tery and coarse components within the fills (Phase III>.

Layer 04] was 0'15m deep, and was removed to expose 05], a layer of light to mid
yellow-brown sandy clay loam 0'32m deep, forming the primary fill of the ditch. The
matrix waS composed of weathered material derived from the surrounding natural subsoil
and contained some grog-tempered pottery sherds, the majority of which were recovered
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from the interface with layer [141. This layer was interpreted as a weathering horizon
reflecting a period during which the ditch was in use, but allowed to silt up (Phase IV
and consequently containing occupation debris of pot tery and animal bone.

This layer was in turn removed to expose the profile of the ditch «(16)), forming
a V-shaped cut 1'7m wide at the surface of the subsoil, and cut 0 '92m into it, with a
rounded bottom. It was aligned north-east to south-west.

4.1.3: Trench 3 7 '5m by 1 ·5m.
Orientat ion 30312· magnet ic (see figure 2).
Average depth of ploughsoil 0 ·26m.

Trench 3 was positioned in conjunction with trench 4 to establish the position and
alignment of the south-westerly extension to the main enclosure seen on the aerial
photograph. This trench was dug after the ditch had been located in trench 4, so only
a short length was required to determine its position.

The subsoil formed a mottled pattern of large patches of light red/yellow
weathered silty chalk and dark brownish-red clay. Two metres from the south-eastern
end of the trench, a 0 '95m wide band of reddish brown silty clay loam containing 20%
small flints displayed sufficient differentiation from the natural, and appeared in the
expected position at the correct angle, to be interpreted as the ditch fill. This was
not excavated.

4.1.4: Trench 4 30'1 m by 1·55m.
Orientation 305· magnetic (see figures 2 and 4).
Average depth of ploughsoil 0 ·2m.

This trench was sited in order to locate the linear feature seen running in a
south-westerly direction from the western corner of the enclosure on the aerial
photograph, vanishing at a point north of the large quarry pit situated on the former
boundary between fields 5721 and 5200 (see figure 7). Projected, this runs towards the
ford on the St Alban's road where it crosses the River Mimram.

The subsoil was once again very mottled, with patches of mid to dark reddish
brown clay loam separating areas of weathered light yellowish brown chalky silt. A
long trench was required in order to locate the ditch and to uncover a large sample of
the variegated natural so that distinctions between periglacial and archaeological
features could be made.

Two probable features were identified. A large area of mid red/yellow clay loam
1'6m Wide, slightly more friable and organic than the surrounding natural, was visible
12m from the south-eastern end of the trench. This area was cleaned by hand, and had
the appearance of a sedimentary ditch fill. However, no finds were seen in the surface,
and this feature was not investigated further.

The second feature was a narrow, well-defined band of clay loam 1m in width
running north-east to south-west across the trench, 7 'Im from the north-eastern end.
This layer (12)) was interpreted as a fill of the ditch in question, and excavation was
continued by hand (see figure 4).

Layer [21 was O'lm deep, contained within the cut sides of the ditch, and from its
matrix (a friable, slightly stony mid reddish brown clay loam) and deposition was
assumed to be a layer of weathered material reflecting gradual erosion and silting up
of the ditch (Phase IV). This layer contained one very abraded fragment of coarse
flint-tempered Late Bronze Age or Early Iron Age pottery. The following layer (15)), a
mid yellowish red loamy clay 0 '08m deep, contained one abraded sherd of Late Iron Age
grog-tempered pottery, and was also interpreted as natural weathering (Phase IV).

Below layer [51 lay [81, a very similar matrix to 151, but with a much higher
proportion of coarse components (80%) medium to large angUlar flints, 60mm to 80mm in
diameter). This was at first cons.idered to be the result of natural weathering from
the sides of the ditch and the surrounding surface filling the bottom of the cut.
However, the amount of flint was much higher than in the surrounding natural, and
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discrete to this one layer. A more likely explanation is that layer (8J is a deposit of
demolition material (Phase III> indicating the presence of a nearby structure, as
suggested in trench 2 (see conclusions). Layer (81 produced no finds and was removed
to a depth of 85mm to expose the profile of the ditch «(12]), a shallow v-shaped cut
o'3m deep, oriented north-east to south-west, and cut into the weathered chalk subsoil.

4.1.5; Trench 5 30m by 1·5m.
Orientation 2311· magnetic (see figures 2 and 5).
Average depth of ploughsoil 0·28m.

Trench 5 was located to uncover the middle of the south-western side of the
enclosure, following the tentative identification of the ditch fill in trench 6, and
thereby corroborate the earlier interpretation and illustrate the ditch alignment.

The subsoil in trench 5 was less variable than that encountered elsewhere; it was
composed predominantly of friable weathered chalk lumps in a chalky silt matrix. The
regular marks of ploughing were visible in the surface, and a further single furrow ran
most of the length of the trench, possibly indicate the recent use of a
SUbsoil-breaking coulter blade (see conclusions). The distinctions between the natural
subsoil and the archaeological features were not very pronounced, so the trench was
deliberately elongated to expose a wider sample of the subsoil variations to allow
comparisons to be made.

Two features were apparent in the cleaned trench. A large area, four metres from
north to south. of mid red brown clay loam was interpreted as the fill of a
sUbrectangular negative feature, possibly a pit or the butt end of a ditch. This
feature was recorded (see figure 2) but not excavated due to the lack of time, and
because the investigation of internal features of the enclosure lay outside the work
programme. The second feature, a band of clay loam crossing the trench diagonally,
eight metres from the southern end, was interpreted as the ditch fill, and a trial slot
0'6m wide was excavated through this by hand against the western face of the trench.

After cleaning the surface of the ditch fill, a distinct narrow band of flinty mid
reddish brown clay loam 0 ·48m wide was identified crossing the deposit at a more acute
angle. This material ([31) appeared to be the most recent deposit and was consequently
excavated first. It was 0 '22m deep and contained small abraded fragments of Late Iron
Age pottery together with a sandy, hard-fired mediEsval sherd as well as fragments of
oyster shell and animal bone and a frag!Dent of daub. [31 was removed to reveal a
shallow v-shaped cut «(6]) oriented north-east to south-west, truncating an earlier
ditch fill «(371). The cut was interpreted as a minor boundary ditch, possibly medilEval,
the weathered fill containing material redeposited from the disturbed enclosure ditch
fills (Phase V). At the point of excavation, the late ditch «(6]) seemed to be contained
within the earlier layer «(371) although it was apparent that the two features, if
projected, would diverge.

Layer (371 was 0'4m deep and composed of slightly stony mid reddish brown clay
loam. No pottery was recovered from this layer, although it did contain a complete,
unabraded copper alloy bow brooch of the period AD c55-70 (see section 6.3, figure 13).
Layer [371 was assumed to be a sedimentary deposit, and when removed proved to be
contained within a round-bottomed recut 0'6m wide, running parallel with, and within,
the earlier ditch, whose fills it truncated. Cl91 was therefore considered to be a
recut of the earlier ditch (Phase IV).

Ditch (371 truncated two earlier fills with differing matrices. The southernmost
fill, (Ill, was a mid red-brown moderately flinty clay loam; the northernmost, (171, was
a mid yellOWish brown silty clay with 60% small chalk lumps. The stratigraphic
relationship between the two layers had been removed by ditch (371 which cut through
the base of both. However, the two fills shared common characteristics of random stone
patterns and a lack of sedimentation lines which identified them as deliberate backfill
material. In addition,. both layers contained contemporary (mid to late first
century AD) pottery, shared fragments of the same vessels (eg. the Fabric 20
ring-necked flagon) and contained similar animal bones. Consequently, the two layers
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were interpreted as stratigraphically contemporary, representing aspects of a single
phase of backfilling (Phase Ill) contained within the main ditch cut. The difference in
soils may possibly reflect successive deposits over a short time span or the
destruction of a positive feature itself composed of different layers. This variation
in backfill source is further discussed below (section 5.1>.

Beneath layers Clll and Cl7) lay a mid yellowish brown clay loam containing 80%
large angular flints (60mm to 80mm in diameter) ([2ll). The volume and size of the
flints suggested a layer of demolition material (Phase lIn rather than a sedimentary
deposit, comparable with layers in trenches 2 and 10. Layer [21) yielded pottery
datable to the mid to late first century AD with abraded sherds of a butt beaker
shared with layer [II), as well as fragments of domestic animal bone and a fragment of
tile. which, as the only securely-dated tile fabric from the site. was to be of use in
determining the presence of Romano-British tile in the fieldwalking exercise.

Stratified below [21). layer [22). a red/yellow brown clay silt containing charcoal
flecks. produced one abraded sherd of Late Iron Age grog-tempered pottery and some
domest ic animal bone. This layer was interpreted as a weathering horizon preceding the
period of demolition (Phase II). [22J was removed to a depth of 0'15m exposing an
earlier layer of erosion material ([30). of a similar matrix to [22) but containing no
pottery. and several fragments of ?hare bone. This layer. 0 'Olm deep. was in turn
removed to reveal the complete ditch profile [20). a V-shaped cut 1'14m deep into the
chalk subsoil and with sides sloping at 45· from horizontal. The southern face of the
ditch displayed a ledge-like irregularity of profile with no corresponding recut visible
in section. This possibly reflects earlier cleaning cuts during the life of the
set tlement (Phase n.
4.1.6: Trench 6 50m by I ·4m.

Orientation 27\2· magnetic (see figure 2).
Average depth of ploughsoil 0·2Im.

Trench 6 was positioned to investigate the south-western side of the enclosure.
and was subsequently elongated northwards to sample its interior. The machine
stripping was carefully executed. removing the topsoil without truncating the subsoil in
order to reveal features present without causing damage to the deposits below the
level of ploughing.

The subsoil was predominantly a light red/yellow brown silty loam with 50% chalk
rubble in the northern twenty metres of the trench, merging with a central twenty
metres of light red brown silty loam with less chalk. which in turn merged into an area
of light reddish brown clay loam extending approximately ten metres from the southern
end of the trench. Two features were identified in this southern section. An area of
yellowish friable silty loam extended 3 '4m from the southern end, and may have been the
fill of a negative feature. The enclosure ditch fill was identified as a three-metre
wide band of friable silt loam (noticeably more organic and stone-free than the
surrounding subsoil). 9'lm from the southern end of the trench. Neither feature was
excavated oWing to pressure of time. The alignment of the enclosure ditch was
confirmed by excavation in trench 5.

No interior features were recognised, but this was hardly surprising given the
nature of the investigation and the subsoil. Minor traces of occupation - postholes,
floor surfaces etc. - would require more detailed excavation to detect. especially given
the extent of plough damage (see conclusions).

4.1.7: Trench 7 l3·5m by 1·5m.
Orientation 67" magnetic (see figure 2).
Average depth of ploughsoil 0 ·18m.

This trench was intended to be outside the enclosure. sampling beyond its
south-eastern corner.

The subsoil was very mottled, with areas of yellowish red clay and yellow/brown
weathered chalk. A curving area approximately three metres wide was identified in the
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centre of the trench as the fill of a probable feature; it was composed of a friable
mid red/yellow loamy clay. After fudher investigation in trenches 5 and 6, it became
apparent that this feature was part of the south-eastern corner of the enclosure ditch.
The trench was extended in order to join with trench 6 and provide a larger
interpretative are. The ditch material appeared to superimpose over another small area
of silt loam immediately to the north-east, possibly the fill of a feature predating the
ditch.

The features were recorded but not excavated, since such limited excavation of a
potentially important part of the site could not be justified. No damage to the
features was caused by the topsoil stripping.

~.1.8; Trench 811m by I·~m.

Orientation 58\4· magnetic (see figure 2).
Average depth of ploughsoil 0 ·42m.

Trench 8 was located to fulfil the function intended for trench 7: to sample an
area outside the enclosure, to the south of its south-eastern corner. Only a short
trench was excavated due to the pressure of time and the depth of topsoil, which was
greater here than higher up on the plateau on which the enclosure is largely situated.

The subsoil was similar to elsewhere, a variegated mixture of predominantly light
red/yellow silty clay loam with a high proportion of weathered chalk lumps. Two areas
were identified and recorded as probable features; one, a narrow band 0 '7m wide, about
two metres from the northern end of the trench, the other a broad patch extending for
four metres from the southern end of the trench. Both were composed of friable
organic mid reddish brown silt loam similar to the fills of the enclosure ditches.
Neither produced finds from their surfaces, and neither was excavated.

~.1.9; Trench 9 23'lm by 1·5m.
Orientation 30 I· magnetic (see figure 2).
Average depth of ploughsoil 0·19m.

Located in order to establish the south-eastern side of the enclosure, the
original trench was 17 '9m long, but after examination, the eastern end was extended by
5 ·2m.

The subsoil was extremely variable, displaying numerous bands of periglacial clay
deposits superimposed on the weathered chalk. Approximately 2·2m from the western end
of the trench a narrow band of dark clay silt was provisionally identified as the ditch
fill and excavated. This feature proved to be a natural solution run-off channel filled
with solifluction material. Details were recorded (but not included in this report) and
the findings used to assess other potential features on the site.

The trench was extended westwards, exposing the true location of the ditch,
indicated by a band of friable yellowish/reddish brown silty clay loam 0 '9m wide,
directly comparable with the excavated ditch fills from trenches 5 and 10. It was
oriented north-west to south-east, four metres from the extended western end of the
trench. This section was not excavated.

~.1.10: Trench 10 8·8m by 1·5m.
Orientation 20~· magnetic (see figures 2 and 6).
Average depth of ploughsoil 0·17m.

This trench was situated to the east of the estimated area of the enclosure in
order to investigate the continuing line of the north-eastern enclosure ditch on the
aerial photograph beyond its eastern corner.

In this instance the estimated location was accurate, and only a short trench was
required to locate the fill of the ditch. The subsoil, as elsewhere, was a mottled
mixture of yellowish brown weathered chalk silt and yellowish red clay loam, with a
broad band of mid yellowish/reddish brown clay loam 2 '3m wide indicating the position
of the ditch. Further manual excavation was limited to a narrow trial slot 0 '48m wide
aligned against the western face of the trial trench (see figure 6).
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