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SUMMARY 
The fieldwork described in this report brings to an end a project of excavation and recording work on the site 
of the former Convent School in Queen Street, Scarborough which began in 1996 and which has added 
considerably to our understanding of the archaeology of this part of the historic town. The final stages ofthe 
project described in this report not only discovered more about the medieval defences but also uncovered traces 
of a hitherto unknown Roman settlement preserved beneath the upcast of the medieval town rampart. An 
unparalleled discovery for Scarborough, the Roman findings were featured in the local press and on regional 
television and radio through the kind efforts of the developers. 

INTRODUCTION 
Between September and December 1999 the Scarbor
ough Archaeological and Historical Society undertook 
an archaeological watching brief at the site of die 
former Q>nvent School in Queen Street, Scarborough 
(Figure 1). Diuing this period the land was being 
developed for housing by S. Hanison Constraction Ltd 
of Malton and the watching bnef took place at their 
request following planning advice fix>m the Heritage 
Section ofNorth Yoikshire County Council. The field
woric aimed to record any archaeological remains 
brought to hght during die development The archae
ology of tiie site was reasonably well understood before 
building woric began because of tnal excavations in 
1996 by the Society on behalfof the same developers. 

The earher excavations are die subject of two previous 
reports (Pearson 1996a and b). 

The site is on flie norfli-west edge of the medieval 
town (centred iqxm National Grid Reference 504250 
488900) and stretohes between die norfliem ends of 
Queen Street on flie east and St Thomas Street on die 
west. A h i ^ boundaiy wall forms flie north edge of the 
site and to flie soudi are flie grounds of Scaiborough 
YMCA. The watohmg brief focussed <MI mcHiitoring the 
groundwoiks prior to flie ccaistraction of fliree blocks of 
torace houses in flie area of the fomier school î ay-
ground. The Society's site code for the watehing brief is 
STS99 and flie finds and site archive are held by Scar
borough Museum wifli the accession code of2000.633. 

Figure 1: 
The location of the 
site 
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HISTORICAL AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND 

The Convent School was established on the site in 
1884 (Fieldhouse and Barrett 1973,24), previous to 
which 18th and 19th century maps indicate the site 
was largely open ground used maiidy as gardens (eg 
Cossins 1725, Wood 1828). Cossins' map shows that 
the town bowling green occupied the north-east 
quarter of the site in 1725. Going back fiirther in time 
to the middle ages, the site lay within the boundaries 
of tiie town estabUshed in the second half of the 
twelffli centuiy by King Heaiy II (Pearson 1996b, 
2-3). The north boundary of the site is approximately 
on tiie line of the defences protecting the north side 
of the medieval town (Figure 2). Despite being 
within the defences, documentaiy evidence suggests 
the area of the site was probably only q>arsely settied 
during the middle ages and was periiaps used mainly 
as pasture or for industrial piuposes such as tanning. 
In the middle ages Castie Road, immediately to the 
north of the site, was the main route inland from the 
castie. However it may pre-date the constmction of 
the medieval castie by at least 700 years since there 
is evidence tiiat it was laid out in the late-Roman 
period as a road up to the 4tii century signal station 
on the castie headland (Pearson 1987,11). 

There is no record of any archaeological excava
tions on the site before those undertaken by the 
Society in 1996, altiiough previously medieval pot

tery had been gathered from the area (Pearson 1987, 
gazetteer reference 13/2). The 1996 excavations es
tablished that the east half of the site was devoid of 
archaeological interest largely because of the exten
sive destraction caused by clay quarries of probable 
18th century date (Trenches One, Four, Five and 
Six). Over most ofthe north-west quarter of the site, 
the ground had been built up to such an extent in the 
18tfa and 19tfa centuries that medieval deposits con
sisting of featureless soil layers were buried by up to 
1.6m of topsoil (Trench Two). Quantities of medieval 
pottery were recovered from flie south-west of the site 
(Trench Seven) suggesting medieval occupation took 
place in this area, a possibihty supported by the fact fliat 
several medieval features were encountered in an ad
jacent trench in the grounds of the YMCA (Trench 
Three). However the most important discovery of the 
1996 excavation campaign came fixMn Trench Ei^ t 
excavated against the nrath boundaiy wall at a point 
where the wall is largely constracted of squared stones. 
The excavation estabUshed that die stonework was 
most probably a section of the medieval town waU built 
in the late 15tfa centuiy and below it was the trancated 
base of a clay rampart belonging to an eariier phase of 
defences. A layer of grey soil below the rampart repre
sented die ground surface before the raising of the 
defences and fliis in tum rested on natural glacial clay. 

Figure 2: 
Medieval Scarborough 
showing the location of 
the site 
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THE WATCHING BRIEF (Figure 3) 

Work commenced on digging the foundations of the 
blocks of housing in September 1999 and periodic 
visits were made to the site to examine the machine-
dug trencl^s for archaeological features. 

in appearance to the soil through which it cut The 
only finds were two fragments of red brick. The gully 
m ^ have been for drainage or a land division but its 
date is impossible to determine. 

BLOCK ONE 
This block mostiy occupied the site of a 1960s school 
block fronting onto Queen Street The foundation 
trenches cut through featureless topsoil or a mixed 
layer of topsoil and brick rabble to a maximum depth 
of 2.0m. No features of interest were exposed; any 
medieval deposits having previously been removed 
either by c l ^ quarrying in die 18lfa century or by die 
constraction of the school block. 

BLOCK TWO 
The stratigraphy exposed by the foundations trenches 
for Block Two consisted of natural orange clay over
lain by featureless sdl wliich varied in thickness from 
0.7m at the south end of the block to O.-tai at the north 
end. At the south-east comer of the block a lens of 
crumbled stone and sand was noticed at the junction 
between die soil and natural clay extending for 4m 
westwards and Im northwards. No pottery was re
covered fixim the feature to help determine its date. 

A 'u' shaped gully was observed crossing the 
north half of the block for a distance of at least 2.6m 
in a north-soufli direction. The gully (F400) was up 
to 0.9m wide and 0.4m deep and cut both the natural 
clay and through a 0.2m depth of die overiying soil. 
The base of the gully was filled with a black sdty soil 
up to 0.12m deep containing pieces of charcoal and 
fish bone and the occasional bumt stone. The upper 
fill of the feature was a much cleaner grey soil, similar 

BLOCK THREE 
Prior to the digging of the foundation trenches for 
Block Three, the ground level had been reduced 
across die area of the biulding to a deptii of 0.6m. 
Some 10m from the east end of the block the clear
ance had brought the foundations of a nortii-soudi 
brick wall to the surface (F401), a feature which had 
earUer been observed in Trench One of the 19% 
excavation (Fill). The brick waU was probably 18th 
centuiy in date and cleaify marked a distinct change 
in stratigraphy. To the west of the waU the clearance 
had brought natural clay to the surface whilst to the 
east there was topsoil to a depth of at least 1.7m. 
Cleariy, to the east of the waU die clay had been dug 
away in the past, probably to get material for brick 
making whilst to the west of the wall no quarrying 
had taken place and as a result the natural clay was 
much nearer to die surface. 

On the nortii, the cleared ground extended beyond 
the edge of Block Three and on the norfli-west cut 
into die back of the medieval clay rampart. In clean
ing the resulting section several features were 
observed below the level of the rampart cutting the 
natural clay surface and a large fiagment of Roman 
pottery and part of a possible saddle quera was recov
ered fixim one of them. This find prompted the 
excavation of two trenches on the margin of the 
cleared area to more thoroughly investigate these 
features. 
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THE EXCAVATION (Figures 4 and 5) 

TRENCH ONE (Figures 6-9) 
Trench One measured 2.2m east-west and extended 
up to 1.8m northwards from the edge of the cleared 
area towards the north boundary of the site. It was 
immediately to the east of 1996 Trench E i ^ t 

Phase One 
Natural clay was encountered at around 37m OD 

and was cut by two features. The first was a circular 
depression (F105) 0.6m in diameter with vertical 
sides up to 0.12m deep. Just over half of the feature 
survived, the remainder having been destroyed when 
the ground level was lowered prior to the digging of 
the foundations for Block Three. At the base of the 
feature was a flat stone overlain by a black silty soil 
ccmtaining abundant smaU fragments of charcoal and 

50 metres 

J school building retained 

I school building demolished 

• new housing-(blocks 1 to 3) 

• 1996 excavation trenches 

Figure 3: Former Convent School showing location cf housing Blocks 1-3 and excavation trenches 

Convent School Watching Brief 4 



Figure 4: 
Location of 
Trenches One 
and Two and 
Area Three 

Figure 5: View of the excavation area looking north-east showing edge of the cleared area. Trench Two is at the centre of 
the 

photograph. The wall in the background of the photograph is part of the medieval town wall with some stone 
work -visible at its base. As a direct result of evidence from the excavation, the wall has been listed by the De-
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smaU pieces of bumt c l ^ (layer 106). A sample of this 
deposit was sent for examination by the Environmental 
Archaeology Unit at York University who chscovered 
die charred material was cereal and oat chafi'and some 
charred oat grains (see Appendix One). 

Figured: Plan of Trench One 

The second feature cutting the natural clay sur
face was a 'u' shaped guUy up to 0.2m deep and 
nearly 0.4m across (F103). The guUy tumed a virtual 
right angle within the trench, the north side continu
ing east beyond the confines of the trench and the 
west side continuing south into the cleared area 
where it had been severely tmncated by the previous 
lowering of the ground level. Several smaU stones 
were found at the base of the feature as well as two 
sUght hoUows which could have been the base for 

small upright timber posts. One of these hoUows feU 
just within the east side of the trench whilst the 
second fell outside the trench and had been severely 
truncated by the ground clearance. The guUy was 
filled with a grey clayey soil containing (Kcasional 
charcoal flecks (layer 104), but examination of a 
sample by the Environmental Archaeology Unit 
failed to shed any more Ught on the contents of this 
deposit. A sUght depression at the north-west angle 
of guUy F103 could be the remains of a second gully 
running ofT to the north outside the confines of the 
trench. 

Pottery from guUy F103 was entirely Roman in 
date (see Appendix Two) and though no finds were 
recovered from the adjacent circular depression 
Fl 05, the proximity of these two features and the fact 
that they both cut the natural surface suggests they 
could be contemporary and therefore both Roman in 
date. However, the purpose of these two features is 
not clear. The circular feature is probably a hearth, 
the carbonised cereal and oat chaff it contained pos
sibly fimctioning as fuel kindling, though what 
purpose it fidfiUed remains uncertain The guUy 
curving around tiie north and west sides of the hearth 
may be die remains of a shelter built for its protection 

Phase Two 

The Roman period features were overlain by a grey 
silty soil (layer 102) about 0.1m thick containing 
occasional charcoal flecks and smaU stones. This 

Figure 7: 
View ofTrench 
One looking north 
showing gully 
F 103 and hearth 
F105 
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NORTH SOUTH 

10t clay 

Figure 8: West facing section ofTrench One 

layer represents the gradual biuld up of topsod afrer 
the end of the Roman period and contained mostiy 
medieval pottery with some Roman sherds which 
had perhaps become mixed up in the layer through 
ploughing. 

Phase Three 

Overlying the sod layer was a deposit of compact 
brown and red-brown clay up to 0.4m deep (layer 
101). This layer was the base of the medieval town 
rampart and it contained entirely medieval potteiy. It 
was overlain by the tarmac surface of the playground 
which had eaiUer been removed by the contractors. 

TRENCH TWO (Figm-es 10-13) 
Trench Two measured 2.2m north-south and ex
tended the same distance westwards from the edge 
of the cleared area. It was positioned at a point where 
the contractors in clearing back the area for the 
constraction of Block Three had exposed several 
large stones resting on the natural clay surface. The 
subsequent excavation revealed a far more complex 
sequence of features than in Trench One. 

Phase One 

Resting on the natural clay surface was a Ughtiy bitilt 
waU foundation (F203) aligned north-south consist
ing of smaU stones and rounded cobbles in a matrix 
of brown puddled clay. To the south die feature made 
a right angled junction with a more substantial east-
west aUgned wall foundation (F202) consisting of a 
jumble of rounded stones and flat slabs also set in a 
matrix of puddled brown clay and based in a shallow 
trench 0. Im deep cut into the natural surface. One 
of the flat stones was half of a broken rotary quem-
stone of probable Roman date. 

The two waUs are probably part of the founda
tions ofa smaU stracture, and given they incorporate 
the remains of a broken Roman quemstone, the 
structure could well be Roman in date. 

Phase two 

Overlying the possible Roman waU foundations was 
an orange/brown clayey soU (layer 206) overlain by 
a grey clayey soil containing charcoal flecks (layer 
201). These deposits represent the gradual accumu
lation of sod foUowing the end of Ronian activity and 
apart from one smaU Roman sherd these two layers 
contained entirely medieval pottery. Cutting 
through tiiese deposits were three guUies alfliou^ 
they were only recogmsed as features after the re
moval of layers 201 and 206 when tiiey were seen 
cutting the natural surface in the angle between the 
two Roman waU foundations. This was because the 
fill of the gulUes was virtuaUy incUstinguishable 
from layers 201 and 206 through which they cut. 

The eariiest of the three was a shallow, sUghtiy 
curving guUy (F213) cut some 0.05m into the natural 
clay and fiUed with a clayey grey sod containing 
flecks of charcoal (layer 212). It was cut by the two 
later gullies; on the north (F211) and on the south 
(F215). The former cut up to 0.2m deep into the 
natural clay the latter only 0.1m. GuUy F215 ap-

F211 
gully 

area obscured by 
phase three features 

Figure 7: Pkm af Trench Two showing Phase 
One cmd Two features 
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Figure 10: 
Hew ofTrench 
Two looking 
west showing 
waUsF202(left) 
andF203 (fore-

peared to cut across the line of die north-south waU 
foundations discussed above, although the relation
ship was not clear as this area had been disturbed by 
the contractors. Fdling gully F21I was a layer of 
clayey grey sod (layer 210) sinular in appearance to 
die fiU of guUy F213 whUsttiiefiUof guUy F215 was 
more complex with a base layer of grey clayey sod 
(layer 214) overlain by a simdar sod (layer 209) 
contaimng two lenses of black organic material 
(layer 208). 

The guUies contained some residual Roman pot
tery but the bulk of the sherds recovered were 

medieval in date. Not surprisingly, given the limited 
area exposed, it is impossible to determine the pur
pose of these features. 

Phase three 

On the interface between layer 201 and layer 200 to 
be described below was a flimsy nortii-south waU of 
smaU roughly-squared stones (F207) running along 
the west edge of the trench and a line of massive 
stones (F204) at the north-east comer of the trench. 
Although very litde of F204 was exposed in the 
excavation it appeared to be aligned north-east to 

10 cms 

Figure 11: 
Broken Roman quemstone jrom wall F202. 
Made fixm a hard-grained sandstone prob-
abfy local to the Scarborough area. 

Convent School Watching Brief 8 



WEST 
loose clay and soli 

EAST 

F204 
2̂  0 Stones 

F211 gully 

1 metre 

Figure 12: 
Soutii facing section of Trendi Two 

\Q> 

Figure 13: Plan ofTrench Two showing 
Phase Three features 

south-west in approximately the same direction as 
the medieval defences suggesting it perhaps be
longed to an episode in the constraction of the town 
rampart. The other waU (F207) was only partiaUy 
exposed along the west edge of the trench but was so 

Ughtiy constracted it was unlikely to have been the 
foundations of anything more than a tight wooden 
stracture or perhaps a property division. 

Phase four 

The uppermost deposit excavated in Trench Two was 
a compact layer of clay vp to 0.5m deep containing 
smaU fiagments of stone (layer 201). This was prob
ably the edge of the mecUeval town rampart. Beyond 
it to the south the rampart material started to merge 
widi a mcH°e sody clay (layer 205) representing pos
sible mecheval cultivation at the rear ofthe rampart. 
The tarmac playground surface overlying layers 201 
and 205 had been removed by the contractors prior 
to the start of the excavation, leaving a layer of loose 
sod and clay. 

Area Three 
The edge of die contractor's excavation was frow-
elled clean for a distance of 4m between the side es 
ofTrench Two and the backfill of 1996 Trench Eight 
to try and assess the nature of tiie archaeological 
deposits between these two trenches. Potteiy recov
ered from trowelling the section was assigned to 
layer 300. After cleamng, the section showed that the 
natural clay surface was overlain by a deposit of grey 
sdty sod around 0.1 to 0.2m thick (layer 301). It was 
dug into to recover artefacts. This deposit is equiva
lent to die sod layer 102 in Trench One and 201/206 
in Trench Two and represents the gradual budd up of 
sod over the Roman occupation remains. Entirely 
medieval pottery was recovered from tius layer and 
no evidence was found for any underlying Roman 
features to complement those excavated in Trenches 
One and Two. Overlying the grey sdty sod was the 
orange clay forming the base of the medieval ram
part. This was not excavated beyond cleaning the 
exposed section. 
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DISCUSSION 

Roman period 
There are only a handfid of Roman finds from the 
area of the medieval town which makes the discov
ery of the Roman artefacts and features described in 
this report aU the more significant (Figure 14). The 
suggestion has been made that there was a Roman 
harbour in die South Bay with a road leading from it 
to the Casde HiU based largely on the results of 
several excavations in the mid 1970s (Farmer 1988, 
126-128). Despite more recent excavations in the 
foreshore area nothing has come to Ught to substan
tiate these claims. A small number of Roman 
artefacts came to Ught during excavations along 
Castie Road in the 1960s including fragments of roof 
and flue tdes but these have never been pubUshed 
and there whereabouts are no longer known (Pearson 
1987 gaz. refs.10/2 and 12/1). Nevertheless, they are 
significant to the present site in view of the fact that 
the findspots were only around 100m to the east and 
were Ukewise in close proximity to Castie Road, the 
possible Roman route to the signal station on the 
Castie HeacUand. 

The finds described in this report are sadly too 
few to budd up a firm picture about the type of 
setdement which existed in this area in the Roman 
period. The pottery has yet to be analysed in detad 
but there are at least six different types present sug
gesting a relatively well-established settiement with 
access to centres of supply (Figure 15). The cUscov-
ery of a rotary quem used primardy for the hand 
grinding of cereal crops and a possible fragment of 
saddle cjuera which would have fiilfiUed a sinular 
purpose, suggests agricultural activity was taking 
place. This is also borne out by the discovery of chaff 
from the winnowing of cereal in one of die soil 
samples. Neither the stone foundations in Trench 
Two nor the guUy and hearth in Trench One seem 
likely to have been very substantial stractures and so 
any domestic accommodation must have lain else
where. The earlier discovery of Roman artefacts 
1 OOm to the east does hold out the possibdity that the 
setdement extended over quite a wide area and the 
present site could quite easdy be on its periphery. 

Figure 14: 
The evidence for Ro
man Scarborough: 
(1) Castle Road on 
possible line of Ro
man road, p.) Roman 
coins found in har
bour prior to First 
World War (3) Ro
man coins found in 
constructing the Ma
rine Drive. (4) Roman 
signal station exca
vated 1921-25. (S) 
Roman pottery foimd 
in excavations in 
1966. (6) Roman flue 
and rooftiles found in 
excavations in 1967. 
(7) Possible Roman 
road found in excava
tions in 1975. (8) 
Possible Roman har
bour building found 
in excavations in 
1976. (9) tiie present 
site. (10) Roman pot
tery sherd found in 
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Figure 15: Selection of Roman pottery jrom fill of gully F103 (layer 104) in Trench One:- l-black-ware bowl (halfsize) 
2-4 - jiagments ofvessel in a fine, bufffabric witii rouletted decoration (full size). Drawn by A Charles 

It may also be significant diat the finds have been 
made in such close proxunity to Castie Road, given diat 
it could have a Roman ancestry as die route to the late 
4th centiuy signal station on the Casde Headland The 
setdement could have spread out along die line of 
Castie Road, but dus possibihty needs to be treated wifli 
caution as flie road is only thought to have been budt 
to serve the signal station 30 years before the end of the 
Roman occupation. If the setdement sprang up along 
the line of die road this would make it very late in the 
Roman period. This date might be confirmed by dating 
die potteiy fiom the site more closely or it may equaUy 
show diat die setdement existed decades, if not centu
ries, before the road was budt. 

Medieval period 

The 1996 excavation against the nordiem boundaiy 
waU (Trench Eight) interpreted die clay dump at the 
base of the waU as the remains of the mecUeval town 
rampart. The woric described in this repcHt has rein
forced this interpretation since it has shown diat the 
clay dump continues for a distance of at least 1 Im 
from Trench One in the east to Trench Two in the 
west. There is Uttie else that a clay dump of this 
length and in this location is likely to be otiier than 
the base ofthe town rampart. 

The quantity of mectieval pottery recovered from 
the sod layer below the rampart caUs into question 
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tiie likelihood that these defences were constracted 
early in the life of the medieval town (Pearson 1996b, 
2-3). It had been thought that the defences, perhaps 
originaUy consisting of a rampart surmounted by a 
timber paUsade, were fiom the 1160s scx>n after the 
town was first laid out. However the amount of 
pottery in the undertying sod layer suggests a pro
longed period of cx;cupation prior to the laying out of 
the rampart, making it unlikely that they can be as 
early as die 1160s. However this date is not mvaU-

dated for the entire defences as this particular section 
could be a later re-build. 

Post-medieval 
The watehing brief has added Uttie to knowledge 
about die post-medieval pericxi on the site apart fiom 
confirming the existence of clay quarrying on the east 
of the site and the depth of sod build-up across the 
west half representing its prolonged use as gardens. 
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APPENDIX ONE: 
Evaluation of biological remains from excavations at the former Convent 
School, St Thomas Street, Scarborough(SAHS site code: STS99) 
by Allan Hall, Harry Kenward, Stephen Rowland and John Carrott 

Summary 

T\vo sediment samples from deposits revealed by 
excavations at the former Convent School, St 
Thomas Street, Scarborough were submittedfor 
an evaluation of their bioarchaeological poten
tial. 

The biological remains recovered were re
stricted to small amounts of charred and 
uncharred plant material (incltuiing oat) but 
these were too few and too poorly preserved to 
be of interpretative value. 

No further work is recommended on the current 
material 

Keywords: former Convent School; St Thomas 
Street; Scarborough; North Yorkshire; evaluation; 
Roman; plant remains; charred plant remains 

Authors'address: 
Palaeoecology Research Services 
Environmental Archaeology Unit 
Department of Biology 
R O. Box 373 
University of York 
York 
YOlO 5YW 

Telephone: (01904) 433846/434475/434487 
Fax: (01904) 433856 
22 June 2000 

Introduction 
An archaeological excavation was carried out by 
Scarborough Archaeological and Historical Society 
at the site of the fcnmer Convent Schocd, St Thcmias 
Street, Scarborough, in 1999. 

Two sediment samples ('GBA'/'BS' sensu Dob
ney et al. 1992) from two contexts were recovered 
fiom the deposits. One layer (104) prcxiuced exclu
sively Roman pottery and the other (106) was 
thought to be contemporaneous with this (based on 
sttatigraphic position as no dateable artefacts were 
recovered from this deposit). 

Both of the samples were submitted to the EAU 
for an evaluation of their bioarchaeological poten
tial. 

Methods 
The submitted sediment samples were inspected in 
die laboratory and their Utiiologies recorded using a 
standard pro forma. Both samples were prcxessed, 
following the procedures of Kenward et al. (1980; 
1986), for recovery of plant and invertebrate macro
fossUs. 

Plant macrofossils were examined from the resi
dues and flots resulting from processing. The 
residues were also examined for other biological and 
artefactual remains. 

Table 1 shows a Ust of the submitted samples and 
notes on their tteatment. 

Results 
The results are presented in context number order 
(sample numbers have been derived from the context 
numbers for intemal record keeping purposes). Ar
chaeological information, provided by the excavator, 
is presented in scpiare brackets. 

Context 104 [Fdl ofa shadow gully (F103) cut 
into natural clay. The feature produced exclusively 
Roman period pottery. The guUy was sealed below a 
sod horizon previously sampled by the EAU (Sam
ple 800601/T, HaU et al 1996) which was itself 
sealed below a clay dump interpreted as the base of 
the mecUeval town rampart] 
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Samjde 10401 (1 kg processed to 300 microns 
with paraffin flotation) 

Just moist, tight to mid grey-brown, crumbly 
(working soft and sticky and slightiy plastic when 
wetted), clay sUt. 

The subsample yielded a mcxlerate-sized residue 
of concreted (iron-rich, ?pan-Uke) sediment and a 
ttace of charcoal (to 5 mm in maximum cUmension, 
including traces of coniferous charcoal to 2 mm). On 
testing widi ddute hydrcKhloric acid, the concretions 
were found to be non-calcareous and rich in sand; no 
eggs of intestinal parasites were observed. The tiny 
flot contained a ttace of fine charcoal. No inverte
brate remains were recovered. 

Context 106 [FiU of a circular feature 0.6m in 
diameter and cut 0.12m into the natural clay (F105). 
No pottery was found in this feature though as it was 
within l.Om of guUy F103, and in the same sttati
graphic position, it is likely to be contemporary]. 

Sample 10601 (1 kg processed to 300 microns 
with paraffin flotation) 

Moist, mid to dark grey to black, soft to crumbly 
(working plastic), ?sUghtiy sdty clay with clasts 
(10-20 mm) of Ught to mid brown, soft clay. Fine 
charcoal (with larger fragments to 10 mm) was abun
dant (and probably responsible for the dark colour of 
most of the matrix) and stones (2 to 6 mm) were 
present in the sample. 

The smaU residue consisted of granular black 
secUmem, mosdy charcoal and other burat material; 
the tiny flot contained spicular charcoal (perhaps 
largely cereal chaff) and uncharred oat (Avena) 
'bran', as well as charred oat grains and chaff. 
Amongst the larger fragments were some spikelets 
clearly recognisable as wdd oat, A. fatua L. There 
were also some other cereal grains and a few weed 
seeds. No invertebrate remains were recovered. 

Discussion and statement of potential 
The remains recovered from the samples were too 
few and tcxj pcxirly preserved to be of interpretative 
value. However, should fiirther excavation reveal 
deposits with obvious concenttations of charred 
plant, or other bioarchaeological remains, then an 
effort should be made to sample and examine them. 

Recommendations 
No further work on the samples considered in this 
report is recommended. 

Retention and disposal 
The current material need not be retained. 

Archive 
AU material is currendy stored in the Environmental 
Archaeology Unit, University of Yoric, along with 
paper and electtonic records pertaining to the woik 
described here. 
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APPENDIX TWO: FINDS CATALOGUE 
Pottery sorted by context showing weight in grains (Wt) and number (No) of sherds by fabric type 

Trench One 

CONTEXT WEIGHT 
Tile 

Scarb. 
Ware 

Staxton Stoneware 
Unident. 

Med 
Roman 

Wl No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No 

100 20 20 3 
• >•'•' .J^' 101 60 55 9 5 1 

102 620 120 23 110 6 270 47 120 7 
104 290 290 10 

Trench Two 

CO^fTEXT WEIGHT 
Tile 

Scarb. 
Ware 

Staxton Stoneware 
Unident 

Med 
Roman 

CO^fTEXT WEIGHT 
Wt No wt No wt No Wt No wt No wt No 

200 50 1 
on 

50 7 

ZOI 
202 

yu 
15 15 1 

yu 0 

205 80 80 1 
206 130 10 1 60 3 50 8 10 1 1 
209 390 260 2 10 2 100 12 20 2 
210 40 5 1 35 3 
212 10 10 2 1 
214 45 5 1 30 3 10 1 

Area Three 

CONTEXT WEIGHT 
Tile 

Scarb. 
Ware 

Stsocton stoneware 
Unident 

Med 
Roman 

CONTEXT WEIGHT 
Wt No wt No Wt No wt No Wt No wt No 

300 100 3 100 
301 50 5 1 45 4 

Feature 400 

CONTEXT WEIGHT 
Tile 

Scarb. 
Ware 

staxton Stoneware 
Unident 

Med 
Roman 

CONTEXT WEIGHT 
Wt No Wt No wt No Wt No Wt No wt No 

400 120 120 2 

Bone sorted by context showing number and weight (in grams) of bon 

and Trench Two (right) 

es present in Trench One (left) 

LAYER NUMBER WEIGHT LAYER NUMBER WEIGHT 

101 2 10 200 2 30 
102 23 160 201 15 220 
109 5 50 206 4 30 

214 2 15 
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Small finds sorted by context showing material, number of items and identification 

context material no of items identification 
102 iron 2 corroded object 
102 flint 2 flake 
206 Stone 1 quern 
206 iron 1 corroded object 
214 iron 1 corroded object 
300 iron 1 slaq 

Linstratified Stone 1 saddle quern? 
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