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II1I.—NOTICE OF THE POTTERY, BRONZE, AND OTHER OBJECTS FOUND
AT CAMELON. By JOSEPH ANDERSON, LL.D., ASSISTANT SECRETARY
AND KEEPER OF THE MUSEUM.

The excavations at Camelon have yielded a large number of relics of
special interest, though few are of the definitely historical character of
the inseribed and sculptured tablets and slabs occasionally found on
Roman sites. The pottery is the most abundant, but bronze objects
have been also found more frequently than on any of the sites previously
explored, and they are of very special interest, from so many of them
being finely enamelled. Although the remains of buildings of consider-
able extent and variety were met with, it is singular that so few relics
of architectural or monumental decoration, or of religious sculpture, have
survived. .

Pottery.—The pottery is generally much of the same character as that
from Birrens and Ardoch, with this difference, that the red lustrous ware
(commonlir called Samian) is larger in quantity and more varied in
character. As a rule, it consists merely of broken fragments of vessels,
very few of which are capable of being pieced together, though occasion-
* ally they show the whole, or nearly the whole, of one side.! The decorated
vessels are mostly of the bowl-shape. Flat, shallow, platter-like dishes
of simple forms and destitute of ornament are not uncommon, and a
considerable proportion of the unornamented forms are cup-shaped
vessels of smaller size, with sloping or bulging sides.

The bowls are mostly ornamented with the horizontal band of festoon
and tassel ornament under a plain band of about an inch or an inch and
a half below the lip. There is another plain band of more or less width
immediately above the ring of the bottom, and the space between that
and the upper band is variously filled with ornamentation moulded in

1 At a conversazione meeting of the Society on 8th March 1852, ‘““a fine small
Samian ware bowl in perfect condition, potter’s stamp OP.CAL,” found at Camelon,
was exhibited, but there is no further description of it. An alabaster vase, also from

Camelon, was also exhibited. The alabaster vase is now in the Museum, but presents
no features which suggest Roman workmanship.
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Fig. 10. Portions of Samian Bowls from Camelon. (3.)




Fig. 11. Portions of Samian Bowls from Camelon. (%.)




Fig. 12. Portions of Samian Bowls from Camelon. (3.)




Fig. 18. Portions of Samian Bowls from Camelon. (3.)




Fig. 14. Portions of Samian Bowls from Camelon,
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relief. Sometimes the space is divided into circular or oblong panels
by moulded or beaded lines, and each panel is filied by a figure; at
other times the divisions run horizontally round the bowl, and the
bands are filled by wavy scrolls of foliage, or by rows of figures like
Cupids, or by conventional ornament of various kinds. Frequently
scenes of the chase, with deer and dogs, or wild boars, are introduced,
and fighting gladiators also form a favourite theme. In the groups of
fragments of these bowls shown in figs. 10 to 14, typical examples of
these varieties of ornamentation are given.

The flat, shallow dishes and the smaller cups (figs. 15 and 16), which

Figs. 15 and 16. Small Cups of Samian Ware from Camelon. (4.)

are not ornamented in relief, have occasionally a line or a band of lines
turned round them horizontally on the exterior between the rim and the
turning in of the bottom ; and often also in the inside a circle round the
centre of the bottom, within which is the stamp of the maker’s name.
They all have on the exterior of the bottom a ring-shaped projection or
pedestal to stand upon.

The red lustrous or so-called Samian ware found so commonly’
throughout the area of the Roman occupation in the Rhineland, Gaul,
Belgium, and Britain is of provineial manufacture, the bulk of it having
been made in Gaul. Its period may be roughly defined as comprised
within the first four centuries of the Christian era. DBut little of it,
however, can be assigned with certainty to the first century, in Britain
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at least, where the great bulk of it belongs to the period ranging from
about the latter part of the first century to the middle of the third
(ap. 70-80 to A.p. 250). Attempts have been made to work out the
chronology of the various types of this pottery in Germany,! where it is
much more abundant than in this country, and where a large part of the
dateable material is derived from burial deposits—a source of information
which, so far as we yet know, is not available in Scotland. It is of
course uncertain how far the conclusions that have been thus reached
for the German stations may he applicable to Britain, and specially to
the northern section of the Roman occupancy here ; but in the meantime
the material at command for comparison in this country is far too scanty
for such a purpose, and we must be content.to wait until at least the
stations on the wall of Antoninus have yielded up their stores of pottery.
Mr Haverfield, in his ¢ Notes on Samian Ware ” in the Zransactions of
the Cumberland and Westmorland Arcleological Society, says:—“In these
cases the Samian pottery of the [southern] wall shows exclusively second
century types (to deseribe it shortly). On the other hand, the types of
larger bowls which occur in Germany along with remains of the first
century, before about 4.p. 70, do not occur on the wall. Such are the
bowls with more or less vertical sides, either cylindrical or cylindrical
above and curved below.” These, he stafes, are absent on and near the
Wall of Hadrian, but fairly common in the south, as at London and
Colchester ; and he observes that it is of course credible that this style
of Samian lasted longer than aw. 85, as its varieties are numerous
enough to show a development demanding time, “although the fact that
no specimens of this type occur further north than York suggests that
it vanished from Britain much about the same time that it vanished
from Germany, that is, shortly before the end of the first century of our

»

era.

1 A large fund of interesting information on this subject is contained in the
monographs in the Bonner Jahrbuch, by Dragendorff (B. J., Heft 96, pp. 18-1586),
Koenen (B. J., Heft 86, pp. 151-198), and Schumacher (B. J., Heft 100, pp. 108-113).
See also the work by Koenen, Gefisskunde der Vorromischen Romischen wund
Frankischenzeit, tn den Rheinlanden, pp. 66-116.
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The dark and slate-coloured ware is rather less common at Camelon,
The vessels of this ware are chiefly wide, shallow, platter-like dishes of
considerable size, bowl-shaped vessels with sloping sides, and jars with
rather wide mouths. The ornamentation usually consists of oblique
lines crossing each other from lip to bottom on the exterior of the
shallow vessels, and zigzags and wavy lines on the howls, slightly
scraped or burnished into the surface of the clay, and occasion-
ally shallow, concave mouldings turned horizontally underneath the
rim. '

One small vase of this slate-coloured ware (fig. 17) is entire except for
a chip out of the lip.

Figs. 17 and 18. Jars of Dark-coloured Ware from Camelon. (%)

Another very pretty vase of extremely thin fabric in a reddish clay,
but slate-coloured on the surface (fig. 18); is pinched inwards in seven
indented oval hollows round the bulge. It is also curiously ornamented,
with a roughening of the surface by grains of sand or of powdered
pottery, sifted to a uniform size, and stuck on with the glaze all over the
exterior surface. , ,

A second vase of this rough-cast pottery and of the same form,
but slightly larger, is represented by a few fragments showing portions
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of two sides. Similarly shaped vases or beakers are not uncommon in
England and on the Continent.!

Another style was illustrated by two or three fragments of a small vase
of a reddish-brown ware, the ouly ornamentation of which consisted of
triplets of tangential circles of about an inch in diameter, formed of
white slip, and placed at intervals round the bulge. ‘

A platter-like vessel (fig. 19), perhaps more closely resembling a
flower-pot saucer in shape, measures 7 inches in diameter by 23 inches in
depth, and though considerably broken, shows the entire shape when

Fig. 19. Platter-like Dish of Dark-coloured Ware. (L.)

pieced together. A portion of a large iron nail is attached to the inside
of the bottom by the oxide. On the outside is roughly incised the
name of the owner of the dish, which seems to read VESTAL[I]

A shaﬂow, saucer-like vessel of very light grey and hard paste, 74 inches
in diameter and  of an inch - in depth, has a potter’s stamp CALEN Q)
in the centre of the inside of the bottom, but is otherwise perfectly
plain. The surface is highly polished. Another large, shallow dish in a
coarse reddish ware measures 12 inches in diameter and 2 iriches in depth.

1 Jewitt’s Ceramic Art of Great Britain, p. 37 ; Archaological Association’s Journal,
ol xxvil. p. 434; Jucobi, Das Romerkastéll Saidburg (Hombuig,71897), p. 427.
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Figs. 20-23. Jars of White and Red Ware from Camelon, (4.)
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A few pieces of a very thin and fragile ware oceurred, which is of a
soft, whity-brown or reddish clay, dark-coloured only on the surface,
and having ornamentation of running animals in relief.

Of the heavy, whitish and yellowish ware, of coarse soft fabric,
there are many remains, chiefly of amphor® and mortaria, similar to those
from Birrens and Ardoch, and indeed from every other Roman site in
Britain. Many of the mortaria and some amphorz show the stamps of the
makers’ names. There are also a few smaller jars of a finer, soft, whitish
ware, with bottle-shaped necks and looped handles (figs. 20, 21), one of
which has the expanding mouth pinched into a trilobate form (fig. 22).

Two curious fragments of a red, tile-like ware are unfortunately so
imperfect that nothing definite can be suggested as to their purpose.
One which has a projecting moulding round the lip (fig. 23) is
ornamented in horizontal bands of about an inch wide, separated by
boldly impressed or indented parallel lines, and marked along the
middle by rudely made wavy lines. The other has a frilled projection
round a globular body, on which is boldly scored the letters FITCIT—
the potter’s name being unfortunately broken away.

Two small lamps of clay are interesting. One (fig. 24) measures

Figs, 24 and 25. Lamps of Clay from Camelon. (4.)

4 inches in length by 2% in greater breadth. It has a loop handle at
the back, a small hole over the body of the lamp for pouring in the oil,
and is slightly imperfect at the mnozzle. The other (fig: 25), which
measures 3} inches in length by 21 inches in breadth, wants the
handle and is also imperfect at the nozzle. Adjoining the aperture for
pouring in the oil is the representation of a mask of a human face.
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Lamps of clay have been but rarely found on Roman sites in North
Britain. Bruce only cites one, found at Carlisle.!

A third lamp, also of small size, was of bronze, and will be found
described among the articles of bronze on page 400.

Potters” Stamps.—The following is a list of the Potters’ Stamps found
on the pottery‘vessels from Camelon :—

On Samian Ware—bowls, platter-like dishes, and cups.

[AT]TIANT-M (outside) OFPAR . . ..
BAN ... IM OF-FRONTINI
BORILLI-OFFIC (twice) OF-RVFINT
BVTTVRRI OF-SVRII (thrice)
CALVINI-M PECVLIARISF
CINNYV (outside) . " PEREGRINT (twice)
CN ... PRIMLMAN
COSIRYV (twice) PVGNI-M
CHRESIMI QVI .......
CRICTRONTS REDITLM (twice)
DIVIX.F (outside) SINTVR . . (twice)
ERICI-M SVO . . . NI-M (thrice)
FELICI[S].0 TASCILLIM
FELIX-F VAXIO

FONINT (outside) VIRO . . ...
GEMINI-MA (wice) ... VISM
MALFLM (twice) .. .... NOVSI-M
MAMMI .....VNDVS
MVXTVLLIM L. RVSF
O-VIIRIV ... ILLI

OF-A . ....... L. IS-F (twice)
OF-CALVI ..., VIM
OF-FIRMON

! Brace’s Roman Wall (Third Edition, 1867), p. 432,



EXCAVATION OF THE ROMAN STATION OF CAMELON. 393

On Mortaria.

CIv Q-VALERIVS VERANIVS
EVNI - SECVNDVS
IBINVS (twice) AVST-MA
GIIRMA (retrograde) . . . . ME FEC (zetrograde)
MICCIO.¥ M N (twice) S
On a Lamp of Clay On the Handles of Amphorae
EVCARPI A- FITAL . ..
M-I. M

Of these Potters’ marks, ERICL-M, PECVLIARIS, and COSIRYV have
been found in the Camp at Saalburg, near Homburg.! PECVLIARIS
also occurs at London, Paris, and other places in France and Germany.
COSIRYV also oceurs at Clermont Ferrand and London ; and ERICI at
Leipzig and London. BORILLI occurs in the Allier and at Paris and
London. CRICIRO occurs at Heddernheim and several localities in
France ; DIVIX, at Saalburg, London, and several places in France;
PVGNI, at London, Rothweil, Orange, and several other places in
France ; and RVFINT at London, Colchester, and many places in France
and Germany. EVCARPI, which also occurs on a lamp at York, is
not uncommon on the Roman sites along the Rhine. All these are
assigned by Dragendorff to the period between a.p. 70 and a.p. 250.2

Of the others, CINNV appears at Canterbury and London ; FELICIS,
FIRMONIS, GEMINI, MAMMI, MVXTVLLI, SVRII, TASCILLI,
and SECVNDVS are all found in Mr Roach Smith’s London list.?

Several of the Samian ware vessels have graffitd, probably owners’
marks, initials, or names, roughly scratched on the exterior, usually
under the bottom, but they ave all either fractured or illegible.

There are a number of tiles, some with and others without flanges,

1 Jacobi, Das Romerkastell Saalburg, pp. 316 and 570,

2 Dragendorfl; Terre Sigillate in the Bonn Jahrbuch (1898), Heft xciv., pp.
141-162, and xeix., pp. 56-103.

8 Collectanea Antique, vol. i. p. 150 ; vol. vi, p. 71, Hubner, Corpus Inser. Lat,,
vol. vil. pp. 239-304.
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The flanged variety were mostly roofing tiles, the flanges being laid
contiguously, and covered by a narrow tile bent round like a modern
drain tile, The tiles without flanges were flooring tiles. Two of these
are entire. They measure 8} inches square, and are nearly 2 inches thick,
One has two footmarks of a sheep on it, another a singlé footmark
of a dog, impressed on the clay when it was soft. None of the flanged
tiles are entire ; they were of much largersize than the flooring tiles, and
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Fig. 26. Tile with incised inseription.

not more than about half the thickness. One fragment (fig. 26) has
the word NESSIUS scratched upon it when the clay was soft, and in
the second line SE . . . followed along the break by what looks like
the remainder of the word SECVNDVS, and in a third line
SOICI ... .. the remainder being unfortunately broken away.
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At Birrens and Ardoch, as well as at Camelon, there were occagional
fragments of pottery of quite different character from the Roman pottery,
and closely resembling the pottery of mediseval times both in texture and
in its being coated with a brownish, or a yellowish-green, or a greenish
glaze. I took these for accidental intermixtures of the pottery of the
later centuries, due to the cultivation of the land; but Mr Franks has
described some pieces of pottery found in the garden of St Paul’s
Vicarage, Derby,! one of which, a part of the rim of a vase covered with
a rich brown glaze, he believed to be unquestionably Roman. ¢For
many years,” he says, “it was believed that vitreous glazes were not
known to the aneients, and much surprise was felt when the excavations
conducted by Dr Diamond in the Roman pits at Ewell in Surrey,
brought to light the greater part of a glazed vessel, which on being
examined by Dr Faraday proved to be coated with lead glaze. Since
that time other specimens have been discovered in England and on the
Continent.” Dr Diamond describes the Ewell vase as follows :—“ It is
of perfect Roman form, composed of thin material, of a bright green
colour, with stripes of white or pale yellow laid on it, being perfectly
glazed inside and out, apparently the same as a piece of modern pottery.”
The Ewell vase and an elegant bottle from Colchester, similarly glazed,
with a considerable number of specimens from the Continent, are in the
British Museum ; and a manufuctory of glazed pottery is supposed to have
existed in the Roman period at Heimersheim, near Wiesbaden. Llewellyn
Jewitt also notices the finding of many fragments of a green glazed ware
among Roman pottery at Headington, near Oxford.? On the other hand,
it is confidently stated in most of the authoritative books on pottery,
that lead glaze was not known in Europe till about the twelfth century.?

1 Proceedings of Soc. Antig. Lond., 2nd series, vol. vi. p. 119.

2 Journal of the British dArchwological Association, vol. vi. p. 65.

3 M. Brongniart, noticing the statements of M. Grignon of his having found
fragments of pottery with lead glaze among the Roman pottery discovered at
Chitelet in Chainpagne, declines to accept his conclusions, and adds that the use of
lead glaze can scarcely be older than the tenth century, though it was well known
in Italy in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries, and spread thence through Europe—
Traité des Arts Céramiques (Paris, 1834), vol. i. pp. 17, 441, 455,
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But however this may be, the majority of the pieces of glazed pottery
found at Camelon so closely resemble the pottery of the later Middle
Ages, both in texture, firing, and glazing, that it seems probable that
their presence may- be due to such accidental intermixture as was
indicated by the occurrence of two silver pennies of Edward I. among
the other relics recovered in the course of the excavation.

Glass.—A few fragments of window-glass of the usual kind, rough on
the one side and smooth on the other, were found.

Of more interest are the fragments of square bottles of bluish-green
glass with bhroad reeded handles looped to the neck and shoulder.
Of these, portions of many different bottles were found varying from
"about 4 -inches to about 21 inches square.

A portion of a very thick, semi-globular cup of glass has a plain
rounded rim £ inch in thickness, the thickness of the side of the cup
increasing to half an inch at 2 inches .in depth.

There is also a portion of the bandle of what must have been a large
glass jug of darkish colour, and portions of cups or goblets of clear
bluish-green glass. .

“Beads.—Nine globular beads of the ribbed melon shape of a greenish

Figs. 27 and 28. Bead of Stone and Bead of Glass Paste.

or bluish porcellanic paste, and of various sizes up to about £ inch in
diameter, were found. Similar beads were got in Birrens and Ardoch,
and are comfnonly found on Roman sites. They are also found,
however, in many places to which the Roman occupation did not extend,
as for instance in Ireland.
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A bead of a mottled, reddish-coloured stone, resembling steatite (fig. 27),
{ull of dark specks, 1 inch in diameter and half an inch thick, is shaped
somewhat like a whorl, but with a hole through it less than a quarter of
an inch in diameter,

A flat, ring-shaped head of dark blue glass paste (fig. 28), 4 inch
in diameter, the hole through it nearly half an inch in diameter, is
ornamented on the outer cirenmference of the ring with a ring of white
round a blue centre placed at each third of the circumference.

Twelve small circular dises of vitreous paste, flat on the under side,
convex on the upper, of which six are greyish white and six of various
shades of dark blue, suggest the idea of table-men or counters.

There are portions of three bangles, or bracelets, one of dark blue
vitreous paste with a white line running along the middle of its con-
vex outer surface, and bending in opposite directions at the junction.
Another Dracelet is of jet or cannel coal.

— 3
Fig. 29. Bronze Mounting, front and back.

Bronze.~The bronze objects found during the progress of the exeava-
tions are mostly small in size, but extremely interesting. They consist
chiefly of harness-mountings and fibule, some of the latter being richly
enamelled.

Of the mountings some are dise-shaped and have loops ab the back.
The largest of the looped dises (fig. 29) is 14 inches in diameter, convex
on the exterior, which appears to have been silvered, and has a central






