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The Stable,  
Stone Farm,  

Station Road,  
Blaxhall, Suffolk  

(TM 351 564)
�

Historic Building Record 
�
This report provides a written and photographic record at English Heritage (2006) Level 2 of 
an agricultural building currently in use as a stable. It has been prepared to a brief written by 
the Archaeological Service of Suffolk County Council (Edward Martin 5th May 2011 (ref. 
SpecHAA(EM)_StoneFmStable_Blaxhall_pre_2011), and is intended to inform and 
accompany a planning application. 
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Figure 1  

Current Ordnance Survey Site Plan  
Outlining the stable in red and showing the previously converted farm buildings to the 

north and west. The farmhouse lies to the north of Station Road.  

Historic Context: Documentary & Cartographic Record 
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Figure 2 
Stone Farm on the Blaxhall tithe map of 1841 showing the farmhouse in red to the north 

of the road and a barn to the north of the pond. The farm complex which includes the 
stable to the east of the farm track had not been built at this time, and the site of the 

stable was occupied by a stack yard (no. 52).  
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Figure 3 
First edition 25 inch Ordnance Survey of 1883 showing the new complex of cattle yards 

and sheds to the east of the farm track (built since 1841) and the enlarged or rebuilt 
farmhouse. The new stable to the south of the complex adjoined three small yards on the 

south, each coinciding with the loose boxes illustrated in figure 5.  
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Figure 4  
The second edition 25 inch Ordnance Survey of 1904, showing the stable with its three 

small yards as in 1883. A large new cartshed had been built to the west of the site 
entrance since 1883. 
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Building Analysis  
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Figure 5 
Block plan of the stable identifying each compartment with a number for ease of 

reference in the text and photographic record. Single lines indicate boarded partitions 
and double lines brick walls. Not fully surveyed. Scale in metres. 
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Appendix 1 (on accompanying CD): Full Photographic Record 
�
Descriptions of Photographs in Appendix 1 
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Photographic Appendix 2 follows on pp. 11-15 
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Appendix 2 (pp. 11-15): Selected Printed Photographs 
�
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Illus. 1.   General view of site from south-west showing western gable of red-brick 
and pantiled single-storied stable (1) in centre with adjoining 20th century covered 

yard to right and converted barn to left. 
�
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�

Illus. 2.    General view of site from the south-east showing the eastern gable of the stable 
(1) to the left and the converted probable stable range and other farm buildings to the 

right.   
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Illus. 3.  The northern external elevation of the stable (1) showing the outline of a
blocked central window or hatch. The roof and scar of a demolished wing that 
formerly projected from the eastern end of the structure is visible to the left. 
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Illus. 4.  The southern exterior of the stable (1) from the south-west showing the 
secondary door to the western unit (1a) to the left and the original doors, windows 

and louvers to the right. 
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Illus. 5.  The eastern end of the southern exterior of the stable (1) showing the original 
louver, glazed window and entrance to the eastern loose box (1e) to the right with the 

door to the neighbouring identical box (1d) to the left. 
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Illus. 6.    Detail of the low boarded manger attached to the northern internal wall of the 
narrow stall (1b) adjoining the western vehicle or feed shed (1a). At just 0.65 m (25 ins) 

in height this manger was clearly designed for cattle rather than horses. 
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Illus. 7.      Southern interior of penultimate eastern loose box (1d) showing its original 
door, window and louver. 
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Illus. 8.    Detail of the original louver in the southern interior of the penultimate eastern 
box (1d). The slats are shown in the open position with the vertical control bar to the 

right lowered. Raising the bar closes the slats. 
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Illus. 9. The original roof structure seen from the penultimate eastern box (1d) showing 
nailed scissor braces and collars with the remains of reed fleaking beneath the pantiles.  

�

�
�

Illus. 10.    Detail of the original window to the central loose box (1c) in its southern 
exterior, showing grey pigment and a rebate for glass (or possibly a lattice). 


