








bridge R.S's work is of paramount importance. His 
observations o'f ballast heaving on the bed of the 
Thames near London Bridge may be the only evi- 
dence that wi'll be ever forthcoming. No bridge 
structures were revealed but the ,large nuniber of 
Roman coins and objects found strongly suggests 
the bridge's location. Recent excavations to locate 
the Roman bridgehead on the last available sites on 
both banks of the river have failed to disc'iose any 
significant structures. I t  is highly unlikely, tberofore, 
that the bridge's 8position as postulated by R.S. will 
ever now he really c'hallenged. 

I n  20 years R.S. collected over 2,030 Roman 
coins, mainly from the bed of the Thames" and 
dumped with gravel to consolidate the bank of the 
river at Barnes and the Surrey cantal. Virtual'ly no 
record of ancient coins h,ad been made in the City 
be'fiore R.S. made his catalogue. In 1883 the Numis- 
matic Society presented R.S. wich the first medal 
conferred by its council for his work on Roman 
coins. 

Some of the most outstanding bronze objects 
ever found from the 'Roman period in Britain were 
saved by R.S. from the Thames riverbed. The near 
life-size head of the Emperor Hadrian, possibly 
from a statue set up in the forun~, is now a major 
exhibit in the British Museum, as is also a pair 
of beautiful'iy decorated ritual forceps, with the 
heads of Attis, Cybele and the eight planetary deities 
of the Roman week, possibly for use in male cas- 
tration (Fig. 5). Smaller bronze objects included 
several statuettes and a peacock whose ta?l was 
eventually matched with the body by persistant 
searchLz. 

Throughout his long life R.S. never spared him- 
self as an author or editor. His main publication was 
the Collectanea Aniiqua which ran to seven volumes. 
Omther publications include Zlluutrations of Roman 
London (1859), A Caialosue of his Museum of 
London Antiquities (1854), The Antiquities of  
Richborough, Reculver and Lymne, and Reports of 
Excavation omn sites of Cmtru at Peveusey and 
Lymne. Whi!e the scholarly writing is exemplary, it 
is in his approach to archaeological finds draughts- 

11. R.S. worked on the decks of the barges collecting 
the gravel and helped to  pick up the coins as they "poured 
oat in the gravel upon the deck". The coins were all well 
preserved and some of the gold-coloured brass deceived 
cdllectors who brought them off 'the labourers as gold. This 
classification under brass and not bronze has recently been 
proven by work at the British Museum. He records they 
were rna'inly from the early Empire, especially of the reigns 
of Ctaudius, Nero, Vespas?an, Titus, Dommitian, Trajan and 
Hadpian. 

12. R.S. was not only highly conscious of the arch- 
aeological value of commonplace objects, butt as General 
Pi'% Riven la'ter confirmed, that of " . . . private dwellings, 
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Fig. 5. A pair oT ritual forceps from the Thames 

manship where his real pioneer work must be rec- 
ognised. In the proface to the first volume of Col- 
lectanea Antiqua in 1843 he wrote: "PublicaLon 
descriotions of arcbaeolorical obiccts should be 
well ii'iustrated and that &wings did not have to 
be elaboratenL3. The nares of line drawings used in 
his roports can in manycases match those% today's 
model reports. His awn find5 draughtsmanship was 

artisan workshops and all varied humbled structures which 
make up the bulk of cities and towns", Illustrations of 
Romnn rondon 11851) 1. -~~ ~~. -. ~ - ~ ~ - .  

13. Roach Smith continued, "For purposes of science it 
is not necessary tha't sketches should be cla'bor.wtely pre- 
pared and artisticarlly finished. Truth and fidelity to the 
objects portrayed are indispensable; but these requisitions 
may be ensured by a little care and attention, better an out- 
line drawing if supplied liberally, than that they should be 
lim,ilted in number for the sake of elaborate execution". 
This is as true today as it was over one hundred and thirty 
years ago and is exzctly how the history of finds illustration 
has developed. 



excellent (Fig. 6 )  but his failed to see the value of 
det~iled mzasured plans and sections until late in 
his life, after he had left London. His 1865 reports 
on his excavations of fhe Saxon Shore forts a t  Pev- 
ensey and Lymne include both illustrations and plans 
of the main gate and bastions. These are now pro- 
ving of value to Professor Barry Cunliffe in his 
present research on these sites. 

His editorid work included two important books, 
the lnvmtoriam Sepulchrale of Saxon Antiquities 
from Kent and A Dictionary of Roman Coins. He 
was completing the third volume of Retrospecrions 
-Social und Archaeological when he died at the 
age clf 83. 

One of the most important actions of his life was 
the part he took in the inception of the British Ar- 
chaeological Association. During a meebing with an- 
tiquary friends in his house in 1843 he suggested rhe 
need for a society to bring to the attention of gov- 
ernment and local authorities the destruction and loss 
of archaeologica'l sites thus anticipating the objec- 
tives of "Rescue," the trust for British Archaeology, 
by over 130 yearsI4. A committee was formed im- 
mediately and during the same year the British Ar- 
chaeological Association began its activities, shortly 
to be followed by the Royal Archaeo'hgical Insti- 
tute. Both these organisations are  the parents of 
many similar societies throughout Britain. 

Roach Smith died shortly after Jo11n Clayton, and 
a noted nordhern antiquary and their mutual friend 
Dr. J. Collingwood Bruce, .pub'iished twin obit,ttaries 
in the Archaeologica Aelima of the Newcastle Ar- 
chaeological Society in 1890. This last society was 
the only one in Britain to establish itself before the 
movement originated by Roach Smith in 1843. 

Though a businessman by profession, his true voc- 
ation was that of an active antiquary and therefore 
he must rank as one of Briain's first part-bime field 
archaeologists. In an age when few cared hc not 
only collected antiquities but housed them in a mus- 
eum open to bhe public. His interest was not only 
acquisition but in scho'iarly research and historical 
interpretation. The scholarship of his ensuing pub- 
lications is all the more remarkable for his lack of a 
university education. His contribution to London's 

Fig. 6. An example of s m e  of Roach Smith's line 
drawings of Potters stamps 

many discoveries. His constant concern for local 
antiquities is a salutary lesson for all those who ex- 
press today an interest in British archaeology. 

During 1976 the Musaum of London will open its 
doors to the public for the first time. Let it not be 
forgotten that the first museum with this name was 
there to house City antiquities co'llected by Roach 
Smith. It is now a tragic lesson of London history 
that one of the greatest treasures of Britiih archae- 
ology will not be seen in this new building. However, 
his nioneer contribution to both the archaeolow of ~ ~. . - - . ~ ~ .  ~~-~ - ~ ~ ~ - - .  -, - -  

archaeo'logy continues to the present when many of ~ o n h o n  and Britain is of such importance that a 
his deductions continue to be verified by today's ex- permanent tribute in the form of a commemorative 
cavations and to R.S. must go the priority claim for plaque o r  a display should be made as his memoria'l. 

14. R.S. wrote, "Until the day shall arrive when the quities of the kingdom" (Collectonerr A d q u n ,  1848). R.S. 
Governmen:t shall be awakened to a sense of the value of clearly recognized the need for rescue urban archaeology 
ancient na'tional remains, socieries and individuals must when he wrote, "As a rule, we find that prosperity of 
work on with zea'l and earnestness; but they should never towns has been rhe most fatal cause of the loss of their 
relax in forcing upon the alttention and consideration of the ancient configurztion and of their monumen!s", IIlustruIionr 
'epresenlatives of the people, .the conservation of the an& of Roman London (1859) 2. 
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