












between Thames street and the Friends Burial 
Ground (Fig. 1). 

On the Friends Burial Ground, a few pits m d  
possibly a small timber framed building were 
found, but little else. In 220 A D .  the back areas, 
to the south of the settlement, suffered from ccvere 
flooding - the clay bank was overwhelmecl, and 
a +lm. of silt deposited, south of the remains of 
the clay bank. It would seem probable that the 
Thames had been embanked since 50 AD. ,  when 
the last flood occurred, but due to the circum- 
stances described above, the embankment was 
either dismantled or left to decay, and so any sud- 
den rise in the water level resulted in floodiny of 
areas formerly protected. 

From c 250-250 A.D. onwards, there is some 
re-use of the land which had been affected hv the 
flooding, or which had been cleared at the end O F  
the 2nd century A D .  On the Friends Burial 
Ground, C.A.D., Elmsleigh, and Mumford ancl 
Lobb sites (Fig. l), a black soil was present, with 
timber buildings. This black soil has traditionally 
bem placed in the 5th-6th centuries A.D.; bus at 
Staines we have the black soil in a late 3rd-4th 
century A D .  context. Wave we at Staines a differ- 
ent form of settlement appearing? One not relying 
on outside villas and farmsteads to supply it with 
food, and with its economy based on import and 
export of goods, but a 'nucleated' settlemeilt being 
sell-supporting in food, but relying on the factories 
of Alice Holt and Oxfordshire for its pottery. Tn 
the 4th century A.D. the Alice Holt products -make 
up 70% of the total vessels found, Oxford 25% 
and others 5v0. 

At the end of the 4th century A.D. and bzgin- 
ning of the 5th century A.D., the settlement wns 
still functioning. It would appear, as meationd 
above, that some form of defensive system was 
constructed about the town, utilising a natural high 
point, which occurs along the 50' contour. This 
was used as a boundary of the settlement from the 
late 3rd century A.D. onwards; the black soils and 
buildings lying within this area. At intervals there 
were entrances guarded by rectangular limber slruc- 
tures. Outside this area the first Saxons encxnpetl, 
an industrial site being found on the Friends 
Burial Ground site", and a possible Gruhenliuus 
on Elm~leigh?~ (Fig. 1). In the late 5th-6th cen- 
turies A.D., the Saxons dug a series of ditches 
along the line of the clay bank on C.A.D. awl 
Elmsleigh, but on the Friends Burial Ground, cut 

the ditches to the South of the clay bank. The 
ditches have been traced for c 70m. along the 
southern edg2 of the town, and a ditch on the 
north sidc of the town, with associated Saxon pot- 
tery, is presumably part of the same system. T k  
pottery from these areas of Saxon occupation in- 
cludes grass-tempered and pagan stamped wares, 
although features containing only Roman grey 
wares and shell-tempered pottery were prevalent. 
Have we here an established Romano-British poyu- 
lation with a Saxon one alongside? A 5th century 
date can be inferred for the Saxon occupatio~~; 
besides the stratigraphical relationship between P 

Romano-British and Saxon occupation and the pot- 
tery, two 5th century A.D. Germanic spearheads 
were found with the Saxon occupation, outside the 
Romano-British settlement. Other stray finds of 5th p 

century A.D. date have been made around Staines 
during the 19th and early 20th centuries. 

Summary 
The Roman settlement at Staines (Pontes)'" was 

probably founded as a military post in the immedi- 
ate post conquest period, whilst the legions were 
moving west. Though the area was affected by 
flooding in 50 A.D.; due to Staines' strategic posi 
tion, re-occupation by a military detachment was 
necessary, and soon a small civilian settlement grew 
up around the military post and possible depot. In 
60-61 A.D. the military post and vicus were des- 
troyed during the Boudiccan uprising; but the re- 
building of the vicus and its change to a prosper- 
ous civilian town came as a matter of course soon 
after the end of the Boudiccan rebellion. The Full 
cxpansion of the town occurred between 100-130 
A.D, however, at the end of the 2nd century 
A.D., the town was possibly involved with 
Albinus and suffered retaliatory measures from 
which it never recovered. 

Flocding re-occurred in 220 A.D.; large areas of c 

the settlement were affected, as a result of ?he 
demolition, or decay of, the embankment along the 
Thames. By 270 A.D. there is some slight growth 
in the settlement, but its character has changed, " 

from a once thriving commercial centre, to a small 
nucleated settlement, growing its own food on 
allotments within the town boundaries. The finai 
collapse of the Romano-British 'town' came graciu- 
ally in the 5th century A.D. At one point Sauoii 
and Romano-British peoples lived side by side 
but gradually the Romano-Britons either died out 
or became amalgamated with the Saxons. 
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