










The book is printed in double column with a 
sub-theme dealt with in every two-page spread; no 
topic is too long, and the book is easy to read. 
Because of this structure, each subject holds the 
reader's interest and is then followed by a different 
but linked subject, so that the book can be "dipped 
into" or read at length with equal ease. The 
illustrations and overall design are excellent, with 
many colour plates and colour drawings, most with 
extended explanatory captions. 

Part 6 is 'The Diary of Billingsgate' by John 
Schofield, which gives a fascinating glimpse of that 
site, and adds another dimension to the book. 

There are a few errors - mostly typographical - 
which could have been eradicated by more vigorous 
proof-reading, but the major disappointment is the 
short bibliography. There are only 31 entries, and 
they are not directly linked to the text. The topics 
are handles in such a way that they generally leave 
one wanting to read more about them, and so in 
would have been invaluable to have had further 
reading references linked to each section. 

Overall, though, the book is an excellent intro- 
duction to archaeology, and more than an intro- 
duction: it covers such a wide range in such a 
readable way that even those who think they know 
a lot about archaeolow will find it worth reading. It " 
is a must for any bosshelf  or reading list. 

LESLEY ADKINS & ROY A .  ADKINS 

Landscape with Lake Dwellings, the Crannogs of 
Scotland by Ian Morrison. Edinburgh University 
Press, 1985. 128pp + 16p plates (8 in colour), 44 
figs., bibliog., index. S10 &'back). 56 (p'back). 
ALTHOUGH SMALL, this is a delightful and 
fascinating book and gives crannogs the importance 
in Scottish archaeology that they deserve. Scotland 
has one of the largest concentrations of built-up 
island sites known, and it is to be hoped that the 
present world-wide interest in every aspect of 
wetland archaeology and ecology, and the use of 
diving as an archaeological tool, will enable an 
increasing amount of information to be gleaned from 
these very exciting sites. 

Dr. Morrison reviews the history of crannog 
investigation, gives a fascinating account of their 
structure and form and of their necessity (was it 
defence or a reflection of the amount of standing 
water?). Their use extended over two and a half 
millenia up to the 17th century, and they have 
always been a source of folklore and legend. He 
gives a short account of the techniques of invest- 
igation and finishes with a plea for the crannog to be 
studied, not in isolation, but as an integral part of 
the archaeology of the landscape as a whole. 

The plates are excellent, the drawings and 
diagrams clear and informative, and there is a useful 
bibliogra~hv for those whose ametite has been 
whett&.'ltJis, in all, a book to be' knjoyed. 

DAPHNE LORIMER 

(continued from p. 247) 
markets. In 1867 they toured the Windsor area 
selling their creations until a clergyman recognised 
the objects and alerted the police. Billy and Charley 
were taken to court, but there were insufficient 
grounds for prosecution and they fled back to 
London28 (strangely Billy gave his name as George 
Henry Smith in court). 

By 1869 Billy and Charley were finding it so 
difficult to sell their forgeries that Henry Syer 
Cuming could buy them for a penny2y. Charley 
Eaton died on January 4th 1870, aged 35. His death 
certificate gave the cause of his death as consump- 
tion and the place of his death as a tenement in 
Tower Hamlets. There is no evidence that he died a 
wealthy man. 

Later that year Billy Smith (who had taken the 
name William Monk) tried to sell a badge bearing a 
picture of the Lamb of God (Fig. 6). He was unable 
to find a buyer and eventually confessed to having 

27. J Brit Archaeol Ass 18 (1862) 371-2; 20 (1864) 83; 355 
28. The Bucks. Herald 20th & 27th July 1867. 
29. J Brit Archaeol Ass 25 (1869) 389-90. 
30. J Brit Archaeol Ass 26 (1870) 70; 377-8. 

copied the design from a butter mould"'. In 1871 he 
met with a similar lack of success when he tried to 
sell a lead copy of a 13th century jug3'. After this he 
disappears from history and his fate is unknown. 

There is no record of Billy and Charley's output, 
but evidence presented in court at Guildford in 1858 
suggested that they manufactured between 1000 and 
2000 objects in a year. This indicates that they 
produced four or five a day (which sounds reason- 
able considering their working conditions). Between 
then and 1861 they could have produced three or 
four times as many forgeries. Even if they reduced 
production after 1861 they could have manufactured 
between 5000 and 10,000 items during their careers. 

Billy and Charley forgeries continue to circulate. 
One was mistaken for a Vampire Talisman and 
featured prominently in a work on the p a r a n ~ r m a l ! ~ ~  
Examples can be seen in several London museums, 
and there is a particularly interesting display in the 
Cuming Museum. 

31. J Brit Archaeol Ass 27 (1871) 255-6. 

32. P. Underwood The Vamoire's Bedside Comaanion 119751 
The author admitted hk error in his autdbiograp'hy N O ,  

Cornrnon Task (1983). 




