










Secuttliani Britones, with perhaps one or two cavalry 
units, might be seen as providing the nucleus of 
anti-Saxon resistance in the London area, if not the 
Home Counties. 

Although there is no direct reference to the oper- 
ational base occupied by the Comes Britanniamm, the 
most likely location would be in London. Such a 
supposition receives support fiom that officer's pintra 
of a walled town superimposed on a green island 
which is labelled 'Britannia' (Fig. 2). The foreground 
appears to contain a theatre whose back-wall has been 
incorporated into the town wall. Such an event has 
already been posited for London, based on the 
evidence on the hill-side to the south-west of St. Paul's 
(Fig. 3)s8. 

If the identification of this feature on the p r a  is 
correct, then it may be seen as containing other similar 
information: the buildirrg'h the rear centre could be 
seen as the basilica with the forum to its right, while 
the enclosure in the right foreground might represent 
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Pi. 3: the Roman theatre with its towers shown in stipple, 
which has been posited to lie against the aty wall to the south- 
west of St Paul's, may equate with the semi-circular building 
shown in Pig. 2. Plan: Nicholas Fuentes 

the possible late Roman enclosure in the area of the 
Tower of Londons9. 

General discussion 
The amount and variety of evidence deployed above 
would appear unequivocably to place the 2nd Legion 
Augusta in London in the 3rd and 4th centuries. The 
evidence suggests that in the earlier 3rd century and 
late 4thlearly 5th centuries only part of the unit was 
in residence. In the fmt case the Legion was perhaps 
billeted in former private accommodation in South- 
wark, a mid-3rd century parallel being the quarters of 
the 20th Palmyrean Cohort at Dura-Europos60; 
Southwark's potential as a defended area is underlined 
by it becoming in Alfred's day one of the strongholds 
of the Burghal Hidage61. In the later case when units 
may have been only 500 to 1000 men strong62, the 
Legion could even have occupied the possible 
enclosure in the area of the Tower of London, but 
that is one of the subjects of a further article63; such 
a military-occupied enclosure might even have served 
as the location for Magnus Maximus' mint of AD 383, 
which had the mark of AVGU. 

The two 3rd-century tombstones of soldiers of the 
2nd Legion Augusta coming fiom west and south- 
west of St. Paul's may prove to be more than a 
coincidence. It is of interest to recall that William the 
Conqueror cowed London by having two forts within 
its walls - the Tower of London in the east and 
Baynard's Castle in the west. 

The concept of the six cavalry units of the Comes 
Britanniarum riding around the country ready to 
counter any incursion by Saxons and others might, 
speculatively, have served as a base-idea for the 
traditional role of the 'knights of King Arthur'. 

It is hoped that this paper will not only firmly place 
the 2nd Legion Augusta in an obvious home, but will 
also advance by a step or so the understanding of 
London's role in the early 5th century and will further 
its discussion. 
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