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Plate 8: Southwest-facing section of Trench 3 showing heavy disturbance

DISCUSSION

Although all three trenches succeeded in locating the lowest courses of a section of
West Walls, these foundations were very insubstantial, especially for such an
important defensive structure. Of the three excavated trenches, Trench 1 revealed the
most substantial foundations, although these only reached a depth of ¢.0.3m below the
tarmac surface. It is probable that Trench 1 was excavated at the base of an older
section of the wall, the west elevation at this point being largely comprised of
excessively worn irregular stones, some possibly of re-used Roman type. The change
in both the direction and composition of the wall south of this point probably signifies
a much later phase of rebuilding or re-facing works. Furthermore, the exposed
foundations are likely to be associated with the later phase of building works, due to
their distance and alignment in relation to the earlier section of the wall.

It is probable that the exposed section of the wall within Trench 2 also relates to two
separate phases of construction. The west face at this point has a clear construction
break, and the exposed foundations appeared to reflect this, effectively reducing the
foundations from four courses north of the break to just two courses to the south. It is
unclear as to which is the predating section of the wall, although the fact that the
foundations north of the construction break have been cut into the natural ground,
which forms a base for the foundations to the south, suggests that it is the latter.
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4.3.3  Very little information of any archaeological significance was gained from the results
of Trench 3, the area having been heavily disturbed in recent years. Although two
foundation courses were present, it is likely that these were secondary deposits,
probably having been removed during the installation of a service pipe, before being
re-laid in their original location.

4.3.4  All three trenches also revealed that the foundations of the wall have been excessively
damaged through root activity, many of the stones being damaged or dislodged.

4.3.5 Based upon the results of the evaluation, it is highly unlikely that the foundations of
the original medieval city walls were exposed, as any defensive wall built upon such
insubstantial foundations would soon crumble under the barrage of enemy attack. It is
far more probable that the section of the wall under investigation relates to a much
later phase of rebuilding work, sometime after the final siege of Carlisle in 1745.
Contemporary accounts of the time certainly suggest that a significant section of the
wall within the evaluation area was almost level with the ground. It is possible that this
entire section of the wall south of Trench 1 was built on a different alignment,
effectively adding a second wall adjacent to the earlier medieval structure. This would
correspond with several pre—19th century maps of Carlisle (Figures 3, 4 and 5) and a
1755 engraving of the wall adjacent to the deanery (Plate 9), which all show West
Walls with a substantial crescent situated further east at this point. Although it is not
known exactly when this later section of the wall may have been constructed, both
documentary evidence and artefactual evidence (see Section 5 below) suggest that it
was sometime after the mid-18" century. Unfortunately, it is not known with any
certainty whether the original medieval wall within the evaluation area was situated
further east, and if so, to what extent it may still survive. However, the insubstantial
foundations of the section of West Walls under investigation suggests that it is not
solely acting as a retaining wall for the higher ground to the east.

o g
Plate 9: Egraving of 755 f West Walls and Prior’s Tower
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5.3
5.3.1

INTRODUCTION

A total of 81 finds from 4 different contexts were retrieved during the archaeological
evaluation. All finds were cleaned and packaged according to standard guidelines, and
recorded under the supervision of F. Giecco (NPA Ltd Technical Director).

ASSESSMENT

Pottery: a total of 29 sherds of pottery were recovered during the archaeological
evaluation, including 8 sherds from context (100) in Trench 1, one sherd from context
(102) in Trench 1, and 20 sherds from context (100) in Trench 2. The pottery
assemblage included sherds of porcelain, lead glazed red earthenware and cream
stoneware. All of the pottery sherds date from the 19" century or later.

Glass: a total of 22 glass fragments were recovered during the evaluation, including
four shards from context (100), four shards from context (102) three shards from
context (104), and four shards from context (107), all from Trench 1. All of the
fragments from Trench 1 are of bottle glass dating between the 19™ century and
modern period. Trench 2 produced a single shard of post-medieval window glass from
context (100) and six shards of 19"/20™ century bottle glass from context (102).

Metal: a total of 14 metal objects were recovered during the evaluation (not including
small finds, see 5.3 below), including two Cu alloy objects from context (100) in
Trench 1, 8 Fe objects and two Cu alloy objects from context (100) in Trench 2, and
two Pb objects from context (100) in Trench 3. The metal finds are largely un-
diagnostic, although given their context, it would not be unreasonable to allocate them
a 19" century-modern date.

Clay Pipe: a total of three clay pipe fragments were recovered during the evaluation,
which included stem fragments from context (100) in Trench 1 and 2, and a clay pipe
bowl from context (107) in Trench 1. Clay pipes are notoriously difficult to date
without any distinguishing features. However, given the context that the finds were
recovered from, it would not be unreasonable to also assign them a 19" century
provenance.

Bone: a total of 8 fragments of bone were recovered during the evaluation, including
three fragments of bovid from context (100) in Trench 1 and five fragments from
sheep (Ovis aries) or goat (Capra aegagrus hircus) from context (107) in Trench 1 and
context (100) in Trench 3. A single oyster shell was also recovered from context (107)
in Trench 1.

SMALL FINDS

Small Find No.1: SF#1 is a Cu alloy tobacco pipe tamper, recovered from context
(100) in Trench 2. The tamper is elaborately decorated and is mounted by an ornate
figurine. The figure appears to be a male archer in Tudor style costume. The figure’s
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extended right arm is holding a bow. The base of the tamper displays a cross-hatch
groove. Pipe tampers were commonly used throughout the 17™ — 20™ centuries, and
were produced from a large range of materials in many different forms. It is difficult to
provide an accurate date for SF#1 without specialist advice as figurine pipe tampers
appear to be popular from the 17" century onwards. However, the base of the tamper
measures c.13mm in diameter, suggesting that the piece was produced sometime after
the 17 century when clay pipe bowls tend to be larger. Given the context SF#1 was
recovered from, and the associated artefacts, it is likely to have been deposited in the
19%/early 20™ century. SF#1 measures ¢.68.66mm in height and 0.039kg in weight,
and is in a good condition (Plate 10).

Small Find No.2: SF#2 is a Cu alloy Edward VII penny circa. 1907, recovered from
context (100) in Trench 2. The coin measures ¢.31mm and 0.009kg in weight. The coin
is in a reasonable condition.

Small Find No.3: SF#3 is a fragment of a Cu alloy decorative fleur-de-lis. The object
was recovered from context (100) in Trench 2, and measures ¢.31.3mm in height and
0.008kg in weight. It is probable that SF#3 originally formed part of the decoration on
the in-situ Victorian benches, as these also retain fragments of similar fleur-de-lis
decoration.

Small Find No.4: SF#4 is a Cu alloy decorated button recovered from context (100) in
Trench 3. The button is decorated with a coat of arms and the names ‘SMITH &
WRIGHT’ can be seen on the back. This is the stamp of Smith & Wright Ltd of
Birmingham who manufactured military and other buttons throughout the late 1920
centuries. SF#4 is probably a general service button which was in commission between
1902-1952. SF#4 measures ¢.17.3mm in diameter and 0.002kg in weight, and is in a
reasonable condition (Plate 11).
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Plate 11: SF#4 — Cu decorated button
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DISCUSSION

Most of the artefacts recovered from West Walls can confidently be given a 19"/20™

century date. However, it is important to note that the deposits from which the finds

were recovered had been extensively disturbed by both human and root activity, and

many of the earlier 19" century finds were associated with modern rubbish. Therefore,

the artefact assemblage is largely ineffectual for dating any specific archaeological

deposit. However, the large number of 19" century finds within the assemblage is

consistent with the construction of the Victorian retaining garden wall.

542

section of West Walls is a relatively late addition to the structure.

Context No [Trench/Area No | SF No. |Material Quantity Weight (kg) [Period
100 1 Animal Bone 3 0.86 Post-Med
100 1 Glass 4 0.032 Post-Med
100 1 Clay Pipe 1 0.001 Post-Med
100 1 Pottery 8 0.034 Post-Med
102 1 Glass 4 0.035 Post-Med
102 1 Pottery 1 0.01 Post-Med
104 1 Glass 3 0.029 Post-Med
107 1 Animal Bone 3 0.048 Post-Med
107 1 Glass 4 0.114 Post-Med
107 1 Clay Pipe Bowl 1 0.007 Post-Med
107 1 Oyster Shell 1 0.034 Post-Med
100 2 1 Cu Alloy Tamper 1 0.039 Post-Med
100 2 2 1907 Penny 1 0.009 Post-Med
100 2 3 Fleur-de-lis 1 0.008 Post-Med
100 2 Cu Alloy Objects 2 0.002 Post-Med
100 2 Fe Objects 8 0.107 Post-Med
100 2 Cu Alloy Objects 2 0.007 Post-Med
100 2 Clay Pipe 1 0.002 Post-Med
100 2 Window Glass 1 0.001 Post-Med
100 2 Pottery 20 0.151 Post-Med
102 2 Glass 6 0.058 Post-Med
100 3 4  |Decorated Button 1 0.002 Post-Med
100 3 Pb Obijects 2 0.051 Post-Med
100 3 Animal Bone 2 0.006 Post-Med

Table 1: Finds Index

Client Report for the use of Carlisle City Council

The absence of any artefacts pre-dating the 19" century suggests that any evidence of
earlier activity may have been destroyed by later building work. This lack of earlier
artefactual evidence provides strong support to the possibility that the evaluated
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6 CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

6.1
6.1.1

6.2
6.2.1

6.2.2

CONCLUSIONS

The archaeological evaluation comprised the excavation of three trial trenches located
at strategic points along the base of a ¢.70m section of West Walls in order to
determine the depth and condition of the foundations of the wall with the purpose of
providing information to assist in a programme of consolidation and repair work.

Although all three trenches succeeded in locating the lowest foundations of the wall,
the findings suggest that these are too shallow to be associated with the original
medieval city wall, and are more likely to relate to a much later phase of rebuilding
work. Furthermore, both documentary evidence and artefactual evidence suggest that
this section of the wall was constructed sometime after the mid-18" century.
Unfortunately, it is not known with any certainty whether the original medieval wall
within the evaluation area was situated further east, and if so, to what extent it may still
survive.

The archaeological evaluation also revealed that the foundations of the wall have been
subject to excessive disturbance, both by human and root activity. However, the extent
of the damage and the full detrimental impact this disturbance has had to the Walls is
not known at this time, but further investigations into the structural stability of West
Walls may be needed in the future.

RECOMMENDATIONS

The purpose of this archaeological evaluation was to establish the depth and condition
of the foundations of West Walls within a specifically targeted area. However, given
the homogonous nature of the structure, it would be unwise to assume that the findings
of this investigation are representative of the entirety of the Walls. Therefore, further
investigations are likely to be needed to better inform the repair of the wall.

Due to the significant historical context of West Walls, and the potential to further
understand certain aspects of this important structure, it is strongly recommended that
any future invasive work within the vicinity of West Walls be subject to a programme
of archaeological investigation.
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APPENDIX I: CONTEXT INDEX

ﬁﬁ::g:: Category Trench Above Below Interpretation
100 Deposit All 1 016%2)18(3?/1 0 / Garden Soil
101 Geological All / 106/107/112 Natural Substrate
102 Deposit All 106 100 Rubble Backfill
103 Deposit All 104 / Tarmac Surface
104 Deposit All 101/107 103 Hardcore Packing
105 Structure All 106 100 Retaining Garden Wall
106 Structure Al 101/112 v West Walls
107 Deposit 1 101 104 Clay Bed for Ceramic Pipe
108 Deposit 3 109 100 Rubble Packing Deposit
109 Structure 3 111 108 Ceramic Service Pipe
110 Structure 3 111 100 Disturbec -ower Sourses
111 Deposit 3 101 109/110 Disturbance Layer
112 Cut 2 101 106 Foundation Cut

Table 2: Context Index
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APPENDIX II: FIGURES
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