
Medieval Britain In 1977
By LESLIE E. WEBSTER

and

JOHN CHERRY
Assistant Keepers, Department of Medieval and Later Antiquities, British Museum

The compilers of this summary wish to thank all those who have kindly helped them by
giving information about excavations and small finds. They appeal to all who deal with
excavations or antiquities of the period with which this journal is concerned to bring to
their attention year by year any new finds in any part of the British Isles in order that
the survey may be as complete as possible.

Part I has been compiled by Leslie E. Webster and Part II by John Cherry.

Entries are arranged according to the counties established under the local government
reorganization of [974. Where these differfrom the previously existing counties the latter are included
in brackets at each entry.

1. PRE-CONQUEST
ENGLAND

BEDFORDSHIRE: BEDFORD. See P: 172.

---: LEIGHTON BUZZARD, GROVE PRIORY. See p. 155 f.

CAMBRIDGESHIRE (Northamptonshire): BARNACK (TF 079051). Stone-by-stone
drawing by D. Parsons of the lower part of the W. elevation of the tower at Stjohn the
Baptist's Church was intended to demonstrate whether the 'short' stones of the pilaster
strips are through-stones, and therefore appear on the interior elevation, which is
unplastered (cf. H. M. Taylor, N. Staffs. ]nl. Field Studies, x (1970), 30-I). Super­
imposition of exterior and interior drawings shows that there is no correlation between
the stones of the two wall faces.

--- (Huntingdonshire): ELTON MANOR (TL 08359385). Survey and planning
of a platform earthwork found during the construction of a flood bank along the R. Nene
was carried out by F. O'Neill for Nene Valley Research Committee and D.o.E. Eight
limestone structures were revealed, but as sample excavation was impossible, their date
and function are not clear. Finds indicate occupation from about the znd to the r Sth
century, and include 5th to 7th-century and late Anglo-Saxon pottery. See also p. 178.

CHESHIRE: CHESTER (SJ 404667). Excavation from 1975 to 1977 by T. J. Strick­
land for Grosvenor Museum on Abbey Green (cf. Medieval Archaeol., XXI (1977), 205)
indicates activity during the late Saxon period, ranging from quarrying and stone­
robbing to the digging and use of pits, at least two of which had industrial uses. Finds in
Grosvenor Museum (excavations section); publication of final report as monograph in
series published by Grosvenor Museum; summaries and interim reports in C.B.A.,
Calendar; C.B.A. Group V, Newsletter,' Cheshire Archaeol. Bulletin. See also p. 156.
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CUMBRIA (Cumberland): CARLISLE (NY 400558). In BlackJriars Street M. R.
McCarthy for Carlisle City Council and D.o.E. excavated in advance of redevelopment
parts of buildings incorporating massive stonework and erected in the late 4th or early
5th century. Traces of timber structures associated with decorated glass cut through
Roman levels. Two sceattas were found.

ESSEX: BARLING MAGNA (TL 037896). Limited excavation by D. G. Buckley for
Essex County Council and D.o.E. before gravel working at Baldwin Farm revealed
among linear features of uncertain date a Grubenhaus, 4 by 3 m. Its filling contained
sherds of hand-made pot, some with schlickung decoration, and a possible Frankish wheel­
thrown sherd. A 5th-century date is suggested (D. G. Buckley, 'The excavation of a
Saxon "hut" and other features at Barling Magna', Essex Archaeol. and Hist., forthcoming).

---: KELVEDON (TL 8645 I 890). During excavation on the Roman settlement
M. R. Eddy for Essex County Council and D.o.E. found Anglo-Saxon sherds, some of
which were firmly associated with features.

---: ORSETT (TQ 65358135). Essex County Council Archaeological Section,
excavating for D.o.E. within a late iron age and Romano-British enclosure, found
three Grubenhiiuser of gable-post type. Grass-tempered pottery, sherds of at least two
6th-century stamped vessels and a 4th-century bronze coin were recovered from their
fillings. Stray Saxon finds in the top filling of earlier ditches may indicate that they were
still topographical features in the Saxon period. There is, however, no direct evidence
for a Saxon enclosure nor for continuity of occupation.

---: THURROCK, MUCKING (TQ 673803). Excavation by M. U. and W. J. Jones
for D.o.E. was concluded (cf. Medieval Archaeol., XXI (1977), 206-7), with Saxon sunken
huts and ground-level buildings still being found. Lack of evidence for a boundary
to the Saxon settlement seems consistent with its sporadic nature. Forty-two more huts
bring the final total to 208. The number of ground-level buildings, however, remains
uncertain, because of the frequent absence of dating evidence for post-holes even where
they outline complete rectangles. A pointer to an Anglo-Saxon date for such structures
is their alignment with the approximately E. to W. long axes of the sunken huts;
another indication is a width of c. 6 m. This final area of excavation, additionally,
lies outside the Romano-British settlement. There are thus perhaps thirty Anglo-Saxon
post-hole buildings on the site. Finds include a bronze pin and annular brooch, iron
knives and a buckle, glass beads and one of amethyst. Pottery includes fragments with
upright perforated lugs, swallows' nest lugs and handles, rusticated and stamped
sherds, more fragments of 'woolcomb warmers' and a Frankish rouletted grey-ware
sherd. This last came from a large and deep sunken hut which had post-holes for gables,
posts at each corner and .midway in the long sides.

GLOUCESTERSHIRE: GLOUCESTER, ST OSWALD'S PRIORY (SO 830190) (cf. Medieval
Archaeol., XXI (1977), 208). The Saxon and later church development as established in
1975-6 (Antiq. ]nl., LVIII (1978), forthcoming; referred to below as Interim 4) is now
amplified (FIG. I).

Period I (c. 909; Interim 4, Periods I and 2). The church had a W. apse and a N. to
S. porticus ; the N. porticus was originally reached by a small door. Part of a 9th-century
decorated cross shaft in one of the porticus walls indicates a pre-existing cemetery of
some importance.

Period. 2. The small door to the N. porticus was replaced by a larger arch (Interim
4, Period 2), still visible in the ruin. A wall foundation E. of the N. porticus (Wall 47)
may have been a buttress. A sand-filled feature at a slightly oblique angle to the church
cannot yet be interpreted. A wall and arch (Walls 48,49) dividing the chancel from the
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nave (as at Deerhurst) were ad ded; thei r footings contai ned two carved stones: a, part
of a plin th deco rat ed with animal inte rlace in \Vinchester style, and b, a doo r-head with
pelleted ornament and cable pattern , perhaps the reused origi nal door to the N. porticus.

Period 3 (c. 1086-1 100). The N. porticus was demolished : a coin of William I dates
this 1086--7. After a period long enoug h for one buria l a N. transept (Wall 46) was
added. The nave crossing arch was reb uilt and widened, incorporating a richly carved
reused grave slab similar in style to a, above.

Period 4 (c. 1 13S?). A new ' N. aisle' may be claustral buildings associated with the
conversio n of the minster to an Augustinian priory in c. 1135.

Period 5 (c. 1150 ; Interim 4, Period 3). T he N. nave wall was pierced by an arcade
retaining the Period 4 N. aisle wall, with demolition of its partit ion wall. The arca de
construction is da ted by the style of its Norman arches; the robbing of the part ition wall
contained early 12th-century pottery.

Period 6 (c. 1200). A T ransitional -style arch was ad ded to open up the N. aisle to
the N. tr ansept.

Period 7 (c. 1230; Interim 4, Period 5). A new N. aisle wall was added and the
Period 4 N. aisle demolished .

Period 8 (c. ' 540 onwards; Interim 4, Period 6) . T he nave was demolished at th e
Dissolu tion and the N. aisle conver ted to a paris h ch urch.

Periods 3, 4 and 5 seem com pressed in the seque nce; their dating depends on the
William I coin, which may possibly be intrusive; if so, Periods 3 and 4 would be much
earlier in the r rth cent ury.

A total of 467 bu ria lsof Saxo n to Victorian date was recovered ; most can be assigned
a date, because of the ir associat ion with the different church periods. Cha rcoal buria ls
were only occasiona l from 900-50 ; they increased in popularity the reafter , reachi ng a
peak c. 1000-50 and ceased abruptly at the conqu est.

Finds with Gloucester Museum Excavation Unit.

HAMPSH IRE: FACCOMBE, !'ETHERTON (SU 374575)' Excavation of the manoria l
complex by J. R . Fair brother for City of Londo n Arc haeological Socie ty cont inued
(cf. Medieval A rchaeol. , XX I (1977), 251-2). T he late Saxon buildings in the man or
cour t S. of the 14th-century hall were excavated (FlG. 2). Part of a timber building,
4.88 by a minimum of 9 m., was reb uilt at least three times (Period I ). T his lay partl y
beneath a flint foundation ofa building, 6.7 by a minimum of3 m. (Period 2). T he walls,
which had been plastered in ternally, remained two cou rses high in part. T he build ing
had been destroyed by fire in the mid ro th century (coinage evide nce). T he area had
then been occupied by a smithy working in bronze and gold, using sma ll and large
hearths over 80 sq. m. (Period 3); these were replaced by a series of timbe r struct ures
(Period 4) in the late loth cent ury , the main bu ilding being par tly beneath the 14th­
century hall. Part of the di tch enclosing the manor court ran alongside the recen tly
disused graveyard of St Michael 's Church. This ditch con tinued along all the N. side
of the graveyard and, although filled by the 17th century, established the N. boun dary,
whic h has remained unaltered at least from the i et h cen tury to the present day.

- -- : FARE HAM (SU 58200648). Excavation by M . Hughes for S. Hampshire
Archaeological Rescue Group and D.o.E. in adva nce of proposed redevelopmen t in
H igh Street (adjacent to the church of SS Peter and Paul) revealed features of the 8th
to I r th cent ury: a sub-rec tangular rubbish-pit (2.4 m. long, 1.4 m. wide and 1.2 m.
deep) containing mid Saxon pott ery, a bronze tag, fragments of bun-shaped loom­
weights and numerous ani mal bones (p redominantly pig); sma ll stake-holes of unc er ta in
date; and two intersecting sma ll ditches, c. 3.0 m. wide and 1.7 m. deep, which conta ined
pottery of the 10th to the r t th century. O ne di tch ra n N. and S. across the site, whilst
the other was parallel to the presen t S. churchya rd bound ary.
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-~-: SOUTHAMPTON, SIX DIALS (SU 428118). P. Holdsworth and D. Barrett for
Southampton Archaeological Research Committee excavated pit and post-hole align­
ments giving evidence of bone and metal-working (cf. Medieval Archaeol., XIX (1975),
222-3). Fragments of a seax and much 8th and 9th-century French pottery were found.
See also p. 174.

HUMBERSIDE (Lincolnshire): BARROW (TA 07382178). Excavation by J. Boden
for Humberside Joint Archaeological Committee revealed chalk and flint foundations
of a church with an apsidal E. end, at a site on the E. side of the street known as St
Chad, less than t mile N. of the existing church. The building measures 19.5 by c. 8,5 rn.
Some eighty burials have been excavated, mainly crowded against the S. wall and the
E. end, but some were cut by the foundations. No earlier church has yet been identified
but some large post-holes with their accompanying pits are cut by the foundation
trench for the apse. A ditch S. and E. of the church appears to define the burial ground;
it was filled in the medieval period. No secure dating evidence has been obtained for
the church and burials, and no associated buildings have been located. The area is
linked by tradition and documentary evidence with the Saxon monastery of St Chad.

--- (Yorkshire, E. Riding): SANCTON 1 (SE 903403). N. Reynolds has carried
out two seasons of excavation for D.o.E. to determine the extent of plough-damage in
the area of the 1954-8 excavations of the Anglo-Saxon cemetery (cf. J. N. L. Myres
and W. H. Southern, The Anglo-Saxon Cremation Cemetery at Sancton, East Yorkshire, Hull
Museum Publns., no. 218, 1973) and of the surviving remains. Careful stripping and
sieving of topsoil over 350 sq. m. have yielded the remains of some 400 to 500 pots, and in
the underlying sand amidst a complex of apparent solution holes fifty-three cremations
have so far been excavated. Nearly all had been severely disturbed by the plough, and
the remains of some had been dragged a considerable distance downhill. At least two
of the pots are products of the 'Sancton-Elkington potter' identified by Myres, while one
complete pot fits into his 'Sancton-Baston' group, and, like Baston 42, has a cup-shaped
lid. Fragments of bronze brooches, miniature tweezers, shears, and a scalpel are among
the grave-goods. A single inhumation of a young male was accompanied by a spearhead,
a small bronze belt-buckle and an iron knife.

KENT: DOVER. B. Phip for Kent Archaeological Rescue Unit and D.o.E.
excavated in the town centre ahead of development. At the Bacon Factory, Queen Street,
a section of a large wooden structure of Anglo-Saxon date was found. It was rectangular,
on an E. to W. axis and of at least six periods, one incorporating a stone floor. Extensive
metalled areas of medieval date were located on the W. Finds at present with Kent
Archaeological Rescue Unit for study.

~~-: HERNE. B. Philip for Kent Archaeological Rescue Unit and D.o.E. ex­
cavated and recorded in the chapel at the E. end of the N. aisle of the church before
building work necessitated by the collapsing floor. At 1. 15m. under the Victorian floor
an apsidal chancel of rammed chalk and flint relating to an earlier church was located.
The apse wall was 0.75 m. wide, and the cross-wall foundation was c. 1 m. wide. The
enclosed chapel measured c. 4 by c. 3.50 m. and belongs to the Saxo-Norman period.
(Cf. Kent Archaeol. Review, no. 44, 1977.)

LINCOLNSHIRE: RUSKINGTON (TF 07623141). Excavation on a small part of the
known Saxon cemetery by R. H. Healey for S. Lincolnshire Archaeological Unit
revealed remains of about nine individuals, including children. Finds include pottery,
spears, knives, numerous beads, including some of coral, and a square-headed brooch.

LONDON: CITY (TQ 32818125). See p. 176.
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WANDSWORTH (TQ 268768). Excavation by J. S. McCracken for SW.
London Unit at Altlwrpe Grove, Bauersea, revealed a number of timber slots of Saxon date
cut into alluvium. Two pa rallel N. to S. slots, both 8.80 m. long, lay 2.5 m. apa r t,
suggesting a structure similar to that on the G.P.O . site in the City (cf. Aftditval Arthatol.,
xx (1976), 165, fig. 50). Pottery of 8th to 9th-century date was recovered from the slots,
and sherds of decorated Ipswich-type ware were found in d isturbed con texts. Occupation
was confined to a narrow gravel and alluvium terrace along the S. bank of the
R. Thames.

- --, OREATER: OREE!\'WICH, ELTHAMPALACE. See p. 164.

NORFOLK: ~ORTH EUt HAM, sPO:-'G HILL (T F gBI195) ' T he sixth season of excava­
tion at the Anglo-Saxon cemetery by C. Hills for D.o.E. confirmed that the eastern
edge of the cremation area had been reached , but beyond this inh umations cont inued,
including a second chamber grave (cf. J l tdulial A rd uu ol., XXI ( 1977), 167 If., 210).
This contained a bronze-bound bucket and sword, an d was surrounded by a ring ditch,
on which three inhumati ons, including two crouched females, had been aligned. T wo
other inhumatiorn were set within small ring di tches and the whole grou p appears to lie
within a ditc hed enclosure. At present it seems that the ea rliest inhumations were
buried here, away from the main cremation Cemetery, although later burials of both
types were mixed together.

A rectangular post-hole struc tu re on the S. may be of Roman or Saxon da te, whil e
severa l pi ts NE. ofthe cemetery conta ined do mestic Saxon material, and may rep resent
the edge of a settlement .

A ca talogue of the cremations from the 1972- 5 seasons has now been published :
C. Hills, TIre Anglo-Saxon Ct mtlaJ at Spong Hill, .J\ ortn Elmnam, pt . t (E . Anglian Archaeol.,
report no. 6, Norfolk Archaeological U nit , Gresscnha ll, 1977).

- - - : NORWICH. Excavation by M. W. Atkin for Norwich Survey and D.o.E.
of nos. 70-80 Oak S treet (TG 227092) prod uced a small amount of middle Saxon pott ery
in la ter contexts. The site is thought to lie j ust outsid e the line of defences of middle
Saxon 'Cos lany' . See also p. 176 f. Within the area of Coslany at no. 26 Coslany Street
(TG 22B08g) a mach ine-d ug trench revealed evidence of la te Saxon iron-smelting.
At nos. 3-5 Lobster Lane (T G 229086) pa rt of a late Saxon po ttery-kiln was excavated
d uring building construct ion. The kiln sealed pits containing Thetford-type ware
wasters from an earlier kiln.

- - - ; THETFORD (T L 870822). Excavation by A. Rogerson for Norfolk Arohaeo­
logical Unit revealed part of the SE. defences of the la te Saxon town. T wo parallel
di tches ran E. and W. along the nor the rn edge of the proper ty formerly covered by St
Barnabas Hospital. The southern ditch was 3.40 m. wide and 1.50 m. dee p. The
northern , 8 m. wide and 2.20 m. deep , was hounded on the N. by slight tracesofa bank.
Finds from bot h dit ches include several sher ds of Thetford ware and scattered human
skeleta l materia l. Saxe-Norman iron a nd bone -working took place afte r the di tches had
filled with wind-blown sand and natural wea thering , but was less in tense a t the southern
end of the site. An ri rh-cent ury pi t produced a worn mid 9th-cent ury s!J'ca, and a cut
penny of iEthelred II was found in an unst rati fied context.

NORTHAMPTONSIURE : BRIXWORTH (SP 748712). D. Parsons for Brixworth Archaeo­
logical Research Committee continued examinat ion of All Saints' Church (cf. Altditval
Archatol., XXI ( 1977), 211). T he exterior of the sta ir turre t and of the W. wall of the
tower was drawn stone by stone; eac h stone was coded for geological origin by Dr
Diana Sutherland . I rregularities in the structure of the turret may indicate two building
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phases, and several series of nearly square put-log holes from the original construction
were filled with builder's waste. Over I,OOO mortar samples, taken at 2 m. intervals,
were extracted for analysis.

During restoration of the S. wall of the nave a further fifty-three mortar samples
were taken, including one still adhering to a brick in the arcade from a previous use.
Four put-log holes were identified in the clerestory, one containing fungus-affected
wood which may be suitable for a radiocarbon determination.

---: RAUNDS (SP 998733). A. Boddington for Northamptonshire County
Council and D.o.E. excavated several inhumations near the E. end of the manor house
(see p. I 8I). On the evidence of decorated stone covers over two of them, they have
been tentatively ascribed to the late Saxon period and may be associated with a church.

NORTHUMBERLAND: MILFIELD SOUTH (NY 939335). Excavation by A. F. Harding
for Department of Archaeology, Durham University, of part of the henge monument
revealed an oval grave-pit containing bones of two skeletons; iron grave-goods include a
ring and a knife and seem to be Anglo-Saxon (cf. Medieoal Archaeol., xx (1976), 168).

STAFFORDSHIRE: LICHFIELD. See p. 177.

---: STAFFORD (S] 92442315). A late Saxon kiln and its associated waster-pits
were recorded by M. O. H. Carver at Eastgate Street (cf. Medieval Archaeol., xx (1976),
169). A large group of pottery with a wide variety of forms (cooking-pots, jars and bowls)
was collected. This species of pottery, now designated 'Stafford ware', is being compared
with other vessels of the same type from the midlands.

SURREY: KINGSTON UPON THAMES (TQ 178693). Part of the property plots of nos.
29 and 31 Thames Street were excavated by D. Hinton for Kingston upon Thames
Museum and D.o.E. (cf. Medieval Archaeol., XXI (1977), 247). The property boundary
between the two plots consisted in its earliest stage of a substantial ditch running E. and
W. Pottery of the 9th and roth centuries in the filling of the ditch suggests it was cut in
pre-conquest times. Other property boundaries of similar antiquity could be of con­
siderable significance for understanding the town's early layout. See also pp. 177, 186 f.

SUSSEX, WEST: CHICHESTER, CHAPEL STREET. Excavation concentrated on the
area previously occupied by Bell House, nos. 4, 5, and 6, and the northern part of
Central Girls School (cf. Medieval Archaeol., XIX (1975), 228). There was intensive
occupation in the Saxon period, especially from the loth to the r zth century, although
there is some pottery which may be earlier than the roth century. Later disturbance
made structures difficult to identify, but many late Saxon cess-pits and three wells
(two timber-lined) testify to occupation over a long period. A notable discovery was
that of six pottery clamps cut into the destruction levels of a late Roman house. Five of
them were close together, one at least cutting through an earlier one. The scale of
pottery production indicated by the number of clamps in such a small area suggests
strongly that it was commercial. The wares were typical oxidized gritty fabrics, some
with organic tempering as well; cooking-pots, spouted pitchers and spouted shallow
bowls predominate. They belong to the early I I th century and were still being pro­
duced a century later. Production may perhaps have started with the increase in demand
for domestic wares after the establishment of the Saxon burh at the end of the 9th
century. Two pots with stamped rims and shoulders and one with applied finger­
impressed strips are unusual. While single-spouted pitchers are common, triple-spouted
vessels have been hitherto unknown in Chichester, and parallels are being sought
elsewhere in England.
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--- , ---: STEYN !NG. See p. 177.

WILTSHIRE : TROWBRIDGE . See p . 169.

YORKSHIRE , NORTH (Yorkshire, N. Riding ): SIMY FOLDS 2 (NY 888277)' Excava­
tion in 1976 by D. Coggins and K . Fairless on one of a grou p of rec tilinear sites which
occupy a limestone and sha le ben ch on the S. side of the R . T ees revealed a large
rectangular stone house with two smaller ones set at right angles to it. Between the large
house and one of the sma ller ones there was an enclosed cobbled yard . The large house
consisted of a simple long narrow room with cen tral paving and an ent ra nce passage
throu gh the E. gable. The smaller house had two rooms, one of them well pav ed . There
were two ent rances, one leading into the cobbled yard and the other towards the second
smaller (unexcava ted] house. Finds include part of a wroug ht-iron ring and a red. sand­
stone spindle-whorl which may indicate contacts with the Eden Valley. Charcoal from
the floor of the small house gave a radiocarbon date of 1170 ± 70 b.p. (HAR 1898).

---, --- (Yorkshire, E. R iding) : W HARRAM PERCY. In the third season on
the N. Anglo-Saxon settlement G. Milne for the Medieval Village Research Group
and D.o.E . (cf. Medieval Archaecl., XX I (1977),2 15), excavating within the central part of
the N. mano rial enclosure (SE 858645 ), produced evidence of ac tivity in the Romano­
British, Anglo-Saxon and med ieva l periods. Beneath topsoil there was a deposit of
dark brow n loam, in which few features or surfaces could be differen tiated.. Below this
several features included two hearths, a compacted chalk floor, and a quarry or well­
like featu re, 2.7 m. wide and at least 1.2 m. deep, which had been capped wit h rubble
in the mediev al period . Many artifacts include a lar ge assemblage of la te Roman wares
in an unabraded condition, suggesting that the enclosure was occupied in the Romano ­
British period and never ploughed thereaft er, so that conti nuous occupation is possible.
The Anglo-Saxon pottery, although all from disturbed contex ts, supports th is.

An extension to Area 10 (SE 858643) produced 104 Romano-British, forty-four
Anglo-Saxon and twenty-nine Saxe-Norman sherds, demons tratin g not only occupa­
tion near by but better evidence for con tinuity than on the northern manor site. T his
had not been suspected in the excavations in Area 10 between 1953 and 1960, when only
a small sca tter was found . I t is suggested that the occupation is situa ted in the lee of the
lynch et separa ting Area 10 toft from croft . T he fact that this pottery was not sca ttered
suggests that there was no ploughing here either since Roman tim es. There also seems
to have been little dispersal of ma terial in the Anglo-Saxon or medieval periods. This
season's work ha s therefore thrown again in to the melting pot theories about the
settlement patterns hereabouts. The continued lack of Anglo-Saxon pottery from the
glebe terrace (only four sherds) supports the view that the church stood alone on the
terrace and that occupation was elsewhere, presumably in the NW. corner of Area 10.
But if this was the manoria l centre, where was/were the peasant settlement(s )?

See also pp . 167, 185 f., 187 f.

---, W EST (Yorkshire, W . Riding): COLLI NGHAM, DALTON P AR LOU RS (SE 40244S).
Post-Roman occupation on the site of the known Roman villa has been revealed in
excavation by W . Yorkshire Metropolitan County Coun cil Archaeology Unit in
advance of ploughing. After the villa was abandoned probably in the la te 4th century, its
boundary di tches, recut along silted iron age ditches, were levelled with destruction
debris. Sealed in this were fragments of an Anglo-Saxon cremation urn with incised
chevron decoration. Within the villa enclosure two uniform spreads of destruct ion
rubbl e had no clear stru ctural purpose, but one overlay th e Hexed inh umation of a
young woman with a bronze annular brooch with iron pin, probably of 7th-century
date. There was no evidence for reoccupation of the villa buildings. One building, as yet
incompletely excavated , was founded on a roughly rectangular pit , some 7 by 4 by 0.3 m.
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deep. Its filling included a mass of rubble concentrated round the sides, where sporadic
post-holes occurred. Hand-made jar sherds of thin hard very gritty brown fabric, for
which a middle Saxon origin has been suggested, were found; several pieces of the same
ware came from topsoil. There was no evidence for later occupation. Three apparently
similar buildings have also been identified.

SCOTLAND

GRAMPIAN (Kincardineshire): BALBRIDIE (KG 733959). 1. Ralston and N. Rey­
nolds excavated for D.o.E. the site of a large timber building, one of three such in E.
Scotland revealed by aerial survey. A timber hall, 26 by 13m. overall, was revealed,
with double end-walls bowed outwards, and three internal divisions. The walls appear
to have consisted of posts with linking timbers, set in a continuous foundation trench,
and the evidence of post-holes suggests at least two periods of rebuilding.

Although differing in some constructional details, this hall is almost exactly the
same size and shape as the first-period hall from Doon Hill, Dunbar (cf. Medieoal
Archaeol., x (1966), 175-6), and on that analogy was at first ascribed to the early medieval
period, perhaps the 6th century. Since then, however, radiocarbon testing of carbonized
wood from several post-holes in the SW. corner of the building has produced dates
falling between 3500 and 4000 B.C. At the same time sherds of neolithic 'Unstan' ware
have been found in a post-hole. It is therefore very likely that the hall is a very early
neolithic building. This raises interesting possibilities for future work on other
comparable structures assigned to the 'Dark Age' (d. The Times, 27 May 1978, and
N. Reynolds, Antiquity, forthcoming).

---- (Banffshire): PORTKNOCKIE, RATHVEK, GREEN CASTLE (NJ 489688).1. Ralston
excavating for D.o.E. on this coastal promontory fort revealed a dry-stone building
with an internal hearth of late medieval date, and in the timber-laced defences one
vertical member as well as horizontal and transverse ones. Both wall faces of the defences
were difficult to identify, but it may tentatively be suggested that the outer one included
vertical timbers. Provisional radiocarbon determinations indicate a date in the middle
of the first millenium A.D. for this construction (cf. Leopard, University of Aberdeen,
no. 28, April, 1977).

HIGHLAND (Sutherland): GOLSPIE (NC 847003). A slab, I.20 by I.05 m., with
incised Pictish symbols, was ploughed up in Dairy Park, Dunrobin Castle (FIG. 3, PL.

XXII, C). The symbols are a double crescent, a snake and z-rod, and a mirror and comb.
Excavation by J. Close-Brooks for D.o.E. has uncovered a low rectangular cairn, 8 by
6,50 m., built of sand and beach pebbles with a pitched stone kerb; centrally beneath
this a long cist, 2.20 m. long, contained an adult female inhumation. The symbol stone
lay face downwards over one edge of the cairn, centrally to its long axis. Symbol stone
in Dunrobin Castle Museum.

ORKNEY: BIRSAY (HY 247275). Clearance for foundations behind Beachview
revealed large stones below a mound of sand. C. D. Morris for Department of Archaeo­
logy, Durham University, recorded a curving line of large stones (some on edge) over a
length of c. 7 m. roughly on a SE. to NW. axis, and with no apparent terminations. The
appearance is of the inner face of a wall, with rubble tumble alongside.

---: --- (approx. HY 246281). After considerable erosion of the cliffs
between Birsay village and the Brough several archaeological features and finds have
been briefly recorded by Department of Archaeology, Durham University.
I. The surviving two-thirds of a cist grave contained a carefully constructed cist with
large capping-stones, an incomplete skeleton, and some smooth round pebbles. The

11
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DAIRY PARK, DUNROBIN CASTLE, GOLSPIE, HIGHLAND

Pictish symbol stone

skeleton rested partly on a stone slab, and partly on the fragmentary remains of a second
skeleton, also unfurnished.
2. Two other groups of upright stones were not cist graves, but possibly remains of
drains.
3. A midden clearly showed in the cliff face.
4. A wall, composed of large, apparently carefully set stones, lay parallel to the road,
with the end ofa possible second wall next and at right angles(?) to it.

---: BIRSAY LINKS, SAVEROUGH (HY 24602700). J. Hedges for N. of Scotland
Archaeological Services and D.o.E. made a limited investigation of this large and
artificially shaped sand dune, which was dug in the r qth century by the antiquarian
Farrer, who discovered a long cist cemetery and a 'brach' (cf. Royal Commission on
Ancient and Historical Monuments (Scotland), Orkney and Shetland, II (1946), no. 40).
At least four phases of Viking occupation layover Pictish levels. Many small finds and
faunal remains were recovered.
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---: BROUGH OF BIRDSAY (HY 239285). I. C. D. Morris continued work on
the main area of the site for Durham University Excavations Committee and D.o.E.
(cf. Medieval Archaeol., XXI (I977), 2q-I8). Survey of the Guardianship site is now
complete, and was extended SW. to plot eight more buildings on the cliff edge (FIG. 4).
Excavation W. of the church followed the gully traced in I974 and I976, adjacent to,
and under, House N, to its termination N. of the building, and another site was opened
to link previous work with current excavations on houses E and S.

Paving outside House N noted in I974 (cf. ibid., XIX (I975), 232) did not extend
much farther N. and had sunk over a roughly circular pit, c. 60 cm. diam., with a chan­
nel sloping into it. The layer sealing the pit contained four fragments of steatite, and
two more were found in a layer above. The few other finds include lumps of iron and
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slag or fuel ash. Anot her circula r feat ure was encountered on the N. A burn t fea ture with
slag under the N. wall of the building and partly excava ted in ' 975 (cr. ibid ., xx (1976),
'75) cut in to a shallow gully. T his gully was pres uma bly clea red for the construction
of the N. wall.

Pa rt of the S. wa ll of House E was based on an ea rlier wall, and excavation N. of it
revealed much rubble apparently from the destruct ion of an earlier building. Paving
first found in the ' 9305 and limited by upright slabs lay partly under the N. wall of
H ouse E a nd ex tended farth er E. T he small wa ll of upright slabs E. of House E appears
to be la ter tha n th e W. wall of the rooms far ther E. Fla gging lay ou tside these rooms.
It is possible, as first noted in th e 19305, that they are sub-d ivisions ofan ea rlier building .
T here had clearly be en a considera ble accu mula tion under them; a pr ima ry ditch-like
feature was found E. of, and stratigra phically earlie r than, the eastern most room.

Between H ouse E and Hou se S a wall on the NW. ra n E. a nd W . On the E. several
ru bble layers with much animal bo ne in poor cond ition presumably for med a midden.
T here were no bo ne artifacts, but th ree sherds of glass, includ ing a rim, a rectangu lar
bro nze pl a te with rivets and insula r decoration, half a sandstone spindle-whorl, and a
ga ming piece(?) of sandstone were found.

Further work on House S revea led more ru bble, with re mains of th ree dra ins
ru nn ing in diffe ren t di rect ions. There may be re mnants of two la rge buildi ngs. On
the E. a proba ble hear th contained a large rim of a steatite vessel decorated wi th
incised parallel lines. O ther finds include more steatite, whets tone fragments, a la rge
fishing weig ht a nd a small conical lead weight .
2. A fina l seaso n of excavation on the cliff N. of th e main sett lement by J. H unt er of
U niversity of Bradford for D.o.E. concen tra ted on the part where coastal erosion was
depleting th ree visible Norse sta nding struc tu res known as buildings P, Rand F (cr.
M edieval Archaeol., XX I (1977 ), 2 t7 - 18). T he following summary is based on all three
seasons' work, but m ust remain provisional pe nd ing specia list repo r ts.
P E RIO D I. T wo sem icircular gullies face the hill side a nd were presumably for drainage.
Apart from a pit a nd pa tches of burning the re was litt le evidence of occu pa tion within
th e limits defined by the gullies.
PERIO D 2 . The gullies were filled with stones a nd clay. As th ere was lit tle silting a nd
no rubbish in the filling , there was proba bly a relatively short gap between the first two
peri od s. Sto ne-faced wa lling with a r ubb le core was built along the line of the cl iff.
It was set on a bank of clay and sm a ll rubble to provide an even foundation. It ma y
represen t two buildi ngs bu t is more probably a boundary wall. T he cliff face lay too
close to the wa ll on the E. to exa mine a nyth ing ou tside it, alt hough post-holes o n th e
sa me a lign ment m ay be associa ted.
PERIOD 3. T he walling was either destroyed or had colla psed . Casual occ upation was
represented by small hearths, burning a nd food de bris. Evide nce for structur es was
restricted to severa l a pparent ly unr ela ted post-holes. T wo han d-m ad e and badly fired
pots from the hearths ind ica te a Norse date. R adioca rbon determ ina tions place th is
period with in the la te gt h or ea rly 10th century.
P E RIO D 4. At least three build ings were constructed a nd severa l alte ra tions, some
substan tia l, were m ad e to them . T he most sou the rly bui lding, F, lay E. a nd W . a nd
directly across the period 2 wa ll, parts of whi ch were used in situ in the do orwa y and
entrance. T he walls were stone-fac ed with tu rf cores ; th e bu ildi ng was ultim a tely
extended to the \ V. with no ticeably th inner wa lling. Littl e domestic debris, much iro n
slag a nd burn t clay a nd a small bowl hear th on the SW. suggest m etal-working. T he
most northerly build ing, P, originally built on a N. a nd S. alignment and de fined on th e
W . by a long curved drainage gully, was la ter resired through goo. A new S. wall sealed
below it hearths belonging to the first constructio n. T he centra l building, R , had
probably also been re-al igned. O nl y the S. wall of the original structure su rvived an d
was reu sed in the la test stage as the N. wall.
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It seems that building F was the la test of th e three buildi ngs. By the tim e it was
built, P and R had already been re-a lign ed for d ra inage purposes. T he evidence suggests
that all th ree were in use at the sa me time, were aligned E. a nd W. and were defined as a
unit by a sing le drainage gully . T he funct ion of buildings P and R is difficu lt to establish
because finds were few. T he meta l-working ofF seems to belong to the lates t phase an d
th erefore may not necessa rily be typ ica l.

- - - : BROUGH OF DEE RNESS (HY 596087). Survey and excavation for D .o.E.
(Scotland ) by C. D . M orris of Durham U niversi ty comp leted the work of 1975 and 1976
(cf. M edieval A rchaeol. , XX I (1977 ), 218) . Four small post- holes and other features in the
natural cla y outside the E. wa ll of th e chapel were located , but no more graves. A small
port ion of the core of the S. wall of the chapel was examined during consolidation, but no
further stones of the ea rl ier S. wall were located . Some new struc tures, presumed rect­
angular buildings, and circular depressions were surveyed in add ition to those noted by
the Royal Commission investiga tors. (See Unioersisy oj Durham, Archaeol. Reports, I (1977 ),
26-8, available from O ld Shire H all , Du rha m , DIU 3AP.)

TA YSIDE (Pe rthshire) : ST FILLANS, DUN DURN (NN 707233). L. Alcock for Dep ar t­
ment of Archaeology, Glasgow U niversity, completed excavation on the hill-for t as
part of a resear ch programme on historica lly documented for tificat ions in Scotland.
T wo main periods of build ing were recognized. In pe riod I the dun-like st ruc ture
defended by a nailed timber-laced wall on th e summit of the hill (cf. Medieoal Archaeol.,
XXI (1977), 218) has a pro bable ra d iocarbon da te after A .D. 650 ; on a terra ce below this
were timber build ings. In period 2 after th e du n had been destroy ed by fire, the sum mit
was refortified with a d ry-stone rampart, wh ile the na tura l terraces lower down the hill
were a lso m assively defended. Small finds were consistent with an a ristocratic occupation
in th e Early Historic (' Pictish ') period . No table were well pr eserved tim bers, wattling
and o the r vegetable matter, apparently belonging to wood en build ings which m ay even
be earlier than the pe riod I dun. Find s from period ' include a well preserved one-piece
lea the r turn-shoe wit h overall sta mped ornament, part of a mould for making an orna­
mental pin-head, bone pins an d needles, a glass bead and a sberd of class E ware.
Finds from higher levels may belong to pe riod 2 or may be rubbish surviving from
pe riod I . They include glass in lays for makin g jewellery an d the rim of a glass bea ker.

Both the artifacts recovered and the radiocarbon dates support the identificat ion
of the fort with that mentioned in th e l ona anna l for A.D . 683 as under siege. Although it
lies nearly 25 km. W . of the mos t westerly Pictish symbol stone in the valley, it seems
likely that it was at that time a n outpost of Pic rish power, serving to guard the main
W . to E. route from Dunc llie, Dunsta ffnage a nd Dunad d in Dal riada to the Pict ish
centres of Scone and Perth.

II . PO ST -CO N Q U EST

A. MONASTIC SIT ES

ENGLAND
AVON; BR ISTOL. Sec p. 171 f.

BEDFORDSIIIRE: LEIGHT ON BUZ ZA RD, GROVE PRIORY (SP 923227). .Mrs E. Baker
continued excavation for Bedfordshire County Council and D .o. E. on this alien priory
of Fontevrault (cf. M edieval Archaeol . , X X I (1977), 222 ). T he dating a nd func tions of
closes in th is well preserved ea rthwork site have bee n stud ied further. Sequences of
ploughing from the mid Saxon pe riod onwa rds have been demonstrated, a nd there is
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evidence for cattle-penning and cobbled trackways. A two-post Grubenhaus with early
middle Saxon pottery was excavated, confirming previous indications of Saxon occupa­
tion. In the main claustral area a complex of post-medieval ranges of buildings super­
imposed upon and, in places, reusing medieval footings and structures is emerging.
These are associated with terraced cobbled yards that also incorporate levelled walls.
However no conventional claustral plan could be discerned, and the position of the
church is uncertain. A possible monastic graveyard has been located and there appear to
be several periods of important stone buildings.

CHESHIRE: CHESTER (SJ 402661). T. J. Strickland for Grosvenor Museum exca­
vated on the site of the Dominican friary in Grey Friars Court. The W. end of the church(?),
part of a forecourt, and the boundary wall ( ?) have been examined. Construction of a
tower at the W. end of the church in the early rfith century was never completed. The
friary was dissolved in 1536 and final demolition took place in the early 17th century.
Finds deposited with Grosvenor Museum (excavations section); final report as one of a
series of monographs published by Grosvenor Museum. See also p. 142.

---: RUNCORN, NORTON (SJ 548831). J. P. Greene continued excavating on two
areas of the Augustinian priory, SW. of the main monastic buildings, and alongside
the E. and N. sides of the outer courtyard, for Runcorn Development Corporation and
Cheshire County Council (cf. Medieval Archaeol., XXI (1977), 223).

The area SW. of the main monastic buildings was occupied eventually by extended
kitchens. In the r zth century timber buildings covered much of it. The earliest phase,
which probably dates soon after the establishment of the priory in I 134, consisted of a
square building with sides 9 m. long, and four posts on each side. This was replaced by a
large aisled building, 14 by 9 m., with walls of wattle-and-daub. At the end of the r zth
century masonry foundations were inserted under the aisle posts, and the building was
extended southwards in timber with a projection with masonry footings on the W. It was
destroyed by fire in the 13th century. A thick layer of charcoal and burnt daub covered
the clay floor, on part of which were burnt boards and a wooden bowl. The kitchens
were rebuilt on the same plan, but with masonry footings, and the footings of the aisled
building were removed. In the 14th century a large masonry drain with a rounded base
was constructed to serve the kitchens.

The outer courtyard was mostly levelled with sandstone rubble in the r zth century,
before the reconstruction of the W. range in c. 1190-1200. After the W. range was
completed, a new W. front was added to the church. A double buttress at the SW.
corner was uncovered. In the 15th century a large building with massive foundations
added to the W. range was probably a tower-house, built to provide accommodation
for the abbot following Norton's elevation to abbey status in 139I. A large wall appears
to have formed a boundary to the courtyard on its N. side. Five burials were found W.
of the W. front of the church.

CUMBRIA (Cumberland): CARLISLE (NY 400558). Excavation by M. R. McCarthy
for Carlisle City Council and D.o.E. revealed a rectangular stone building on the
Blackjriars Street frontage. It was greatly disturbed when the cemetery of the Blackfriars
was extended across the site between the mid 13th and mid r Gth century. Over 100
skeletons and much medieval pottery from pits were found.

DEVON: AXMINSTER, NEWENHAM (SY 287974). Work on the site of the Cistercian
abbey church by R. Silvester for Devon Committee for Rescue Archaeology revealed
pits for the erection of barn stanchions, which contained glazed floor-tiles, architectural
fragments and some Roman tiles; a small group of decorated tiles was found in situ.
Scanty remains of the nave walls and robber trenches cut by the pits were recorded.
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ESSEX: CHELMSFORD (TL 708065). The dorter undercroft (c. 14 by 7.5 m.
internally), parts of the N. range, reredorter (cf. Essex Archaeol. and Hist., VI (1974),
40-81), cloister walk (c. 2.6 rn. wide internally), and the NE. corner of the chapter
house of the Dominican priory were examined at nos. 5[-7 New London Road by P. ].
Drury for Essex County Council and D.o.E. The buildings were constructed on clay
laid over marsh deposits resting on alluvial gravel, the foundation trenches being cut
down to the latter and mostly filled with gravel. The clay deposit contained debris from a
kiln producing nibbed roof-tiles. During the late 15th to early rfith century 6 m. of the
floor at the N. end of the undercroft had been lowered by c. 0.5 m.; within this 6 m. a
complicated sequence of floors, divided by partitions and retaining traces of fittings,
was associated with much charcoal and ash. Elsewhere in the undercroft floor levels
did not survive, but traces of four hearths were discernible.

A small part of the tiled floor of the chapter house, adjacent to the clay foundation
for a bench, 0.25 m. wide, against the N. wall, survived. The floor had been largely
destroyed by a post-Dissolution lime-kiln, the raw material for which seems to have been
the clunch dressing of the priory.

The foundation plan established in the later 13th century seems to have remained
unchanged during the life of the buildings, but floor-tiles in the destruction debris,
particularly of the N. range, belong to the late 14th century, and there was ample
evidence of a major reconstruction above foundation level, using much brick, probably
in the late 15th century.

GLOUCESTERSHIRE: GLOUCESTER, BLACKFRIARS (SO 830184). Excavation at the
Dominican friary by P. J. Brown and G. M. Hey for D.o.E. (cf. Medieval Archaeol., xx
(1976),177) revealed a tiled pavement in the NE. corner of the cloisters. It was largely
intact, although badly worn, and contained heraldic tiles. The robber trench of the
arcade wall was found. In the S. aisle the blocking of the S. arcade appears to be very
late or immediately post-monastic. Evidence of an earlier screen was found. Some
medieval tiles and an inscribed block, reused as a step, were found in situ. The W. end
of the nave was shortened and a bay window inserted in the N. wall immediately after
the Dissolution. Although most of the monastic floor levels have been removed, three
stratified surfaces of mortar bedding were found, all with tile impressions. Several graves
included one of an infant.

---: ---, ST OSWALD'S PRIORY. See pp. 143 ff.

---: HAILES ABBEY (SP 050300). P.]. Brown for D.o.E. continued excavation
in the nave, choir and N. transept of the church of the Cistercian abbey (cf. Medieval
Archaeol., XXI (1977), 225)' The latest monastic floor levels were uncovered; many
tiles in situ included plain tiles N. of the pulpitum and tiles related to those from Chertsey
in the choir and the N. transept. Stone footings of the choir stalls were found. Previous
excavation by W. St Clair Baddeley had disturbed stratigraphic relationships, but the
surviving evidence suggests subsequent widening of the stalls. Dust-like material which
had fallen beneath the stalls produced many small finds. The base of the presbytery step
was found and a small portion of the presbytery heraldic pavement was re-exposed.

HUMBERSIDE (Lincolnshire): APPLEBY, THORNHOLME PRIORY (SE 966126). G. Cop­
pack continued to excavate in the outer court, the bakehouse, and S. of the kiln house
and dovecote (cf. Medieval Archaeol., XXI (1977), 227). Part of the great gatehouse was
also investigated and the priory church was examined for the Thornholme Priory Group.

The early 14th-century bakehouse revealed in 1976 was dismantled; it was a
rebuilding of a similar 13th-century structure with a substantial floor of pitched lime­
stone, beneath which were large drains. This building, dated c. 1180 by architectural
detail, was domestic, with opposed doors in the N. and S. walls, and a substantial
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hooded fireplace inserted in the E. wall . The W . wall was the rz th-cen tury precinc t
wa ll, a nd part of the contemporary ga tehouse lies immedia tely N. T he building seems
to have had an upper story, reached by a timber sta ir aga inst th e inner side of the N.
wall. It may have been used either as the almo ney or guest house. The gatehouse on the
N. was of two phases, the ea rl ier being of late ruth-cen tury da te and de molished late
in the 13th cen tu ry, when a new ga tehouse was bu ilt farther W ., its E. wall lying over the
W. wall of its predecessor. T his new ga te was later altered to prov ide a ro om for the
porter on its S. side. \ Vhen t he ga te was moved W., a new precinct wall was built ,
pro vid ing a small ya rd W. of the bakehouse. A ra nge of timber build ings outside the
gate probab ly comprised the 14th-cen tu ry a lmoney.

S. of the kiln home a complex series of structures was built into the S\V. corne r of
the precinct. T he la test phase was represen ted by a la rge aislcd build ing, a lmost enti rely
of timber, with its N . wa ll a butt ing the S. ga ble of the kiln house. A hea rth in the N. bay
sugges ts living accom modation pa rt itioned from a ba rn . At the S. end , ru nn ing E. and
\ V., was a ra nge of workshops wi th stone sill-wa lls a nd substantial stone floors . An upper
story was pr obably a gra na ry. Although very few artifacts were associa ted with this
phase, it proba bly belongs to the la te 15th century, a nd replaced an ea rlier series of
rgth -cem urv buildings. Below the S. half of the barn and the wor ksho p range a sub­
sta n tial and importa nt aisled hall abutted the precinct wa ll a t its W. end, and had a service
room on the E. It had been rebuilt a t least twice since its co nst ruction in the rgth cen­
tury, when a chamber block was provide d outside the precinct wa ll, a nd the srylobates
for the aisle posts were a lte red. I t succeeds the la te 12th-centur y hall a nd chambe r
below the kiln house, a nd prob ably served as accommodation for the la y stewa rd. The
hall had ceased to be used for domestic purposes by 1325- 5° , when it was alte red to a
ba rn and workshop.

Work on the chur ch revea led th a t bot h the una isled N. side of the quire a nd the E.
pa rt of the N . trans ept were rebuilt in the la te 13th century . T he footings of the late
15th-century choir sta lls were revealed , as was the base of th e roof screen, built largely
out of reused mouldings of its late 13th-cen tury predecessor. T he nav e was unaisled , of
la te 12th-centur y date and contemporary with the W. wall of the N . transept.

--- (Yorkshire, East R id ing ) : KINGSTON UPOl\; HULL. Excav a tion by J. B.
W hitwell , B. S. Ayers a nd J. R . Watkin for Hurnberside Arc haeo logical Unit on
Blackf riargate (T A 1004284°) was com pleted (cf. M edieval Archaeol ., XXI (1977), 225).
T he pr incipal features in the SE. pa rt of the ga rden of the Augustini an friary consisted
of trenches pa rall el with and at rig ht ang les to one anot her of a t least two ph ases. They are
provisiona lly interpreted as hed ge-lines. A ba nk of rede posited cla y was cut by a
sha llow fea ture , 22 m. long and 2 m. wide , the 1'\". en d of whic h had opposed Pu>
j ections of clay. O ther trenc hes and pits were possibly flower-beds a nd tree sett ings.
The S. boundary adjacent to Blackfria rga te was marked by a de ep ditch, term ina ted
on the E. an d continu ing westwards, pe rha ps to meet a silted nat ural wa tercourse
pa rtly uncovered in a previous excavation (cf. ibid ., 246). See a lso p. 174.

KENT : CANTERBURY, ST AUGUSTtNE'S ABBEY (TR 154579). Exc av ati on by H . M .
Wood s continued W. of the a rea excava ted in 1976 (cf. M edieoal A rchaeol. , XXI (1977),
225-6, fig . 75 )' T he principa l struc ture investigated was th e E. tower of two adjoining
in the SW. corner of the a bbey ch urch , the W. struc ture having been excava ted by
A. Saunders between 1955 and 1957. T he tower is shown as a ruin on th e drawing
by Daniel K ing ( 1655 ), a nd a lso appears on the plan by T hornton (c. 1797 ), where it
is described as 'a la rge Mafs of lean ing Ruin, supposed to have been part of a steeple'.
T he Gentleman's .\1aga:dne (July, 1793 ) gives a gr aphic accou nt of the tower, in 'a very
inclined pofit ion', be ing pulled down by 200 men. T he excavation sugges ts tha t th is
wa s done from the S., on which side the face and a la rge pa rt of the flint core had been
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wrenched away from th e surviving base and foun dations . The E. wall of the tower sur­
vives to a heigh t of 1.3 1 m. ab ove the Ko rman ground level a nd is 3.65 m. wide. Both
faces survive, the E. face being d ressed with ra gstcne ashla r toothed in to the co re in
characteristic Norm an style . T he flin t core is bonded with a n ex tremely hard cream­
coloured mo rtar.

E. of the tower a substa n tia l accu mulation of soil above the No rma n surface
contained rSrh-centu ry pottery eve n in its lowest layers. Along the E . face of the E.
wall of th e tower two separa te trenches had been dug, each containing two sca ffold ­
bases . Although th ey were clearly of di fferen t dates, both cu t the 18th-cen tur y accumu­
la tion . It seems probable th at the scaffo lding was erected to ro b ashlar facing stones
from the tower before it was pulled down. T he trenches were filled ; a th ird trench cut
the filling of the second scaffo ldi ng tren ch. T his was probably d ug after the de molit ion
of the tower to rob th e facing stones be low the 18th-century ground surface. O nly the
bott om course of facing stones rem ains.

From th e seventh ba y W. of the rood screen the S. wall of the S. aisle had been
robbed , the core down to the founda tion ra ft, which is 1.07 m. below floor level. The
facing stones on the S. side sur vived . T he robbing can be dated 18th century . As the
junction between th is stretch of the S. aisle wall, built by Abbot Wido in 109 ' , a nd the
tower does no t survive, thei r relationship cannot be determined . Nonetheless the full
N. to S. length of the tower, 7.1 m., was exposed .

---: OSPRII\'OE (T R 6004 1609)' Pa rt of the site of the rgtb-cen turv hospita l
of the Blessed Mary of O springe was excava ted by G. H . Smith for D.o.E. (FlO. 5) .
The N. en d of the main ha ll and ils reredorter were found. The hall was of flint , ' 3 m.
wide., with a central arcade of octagon a l stone pillars. A stone-lined cu lvert which
served the reredorter ran under the floor of the hall. O ther structu res inc luded a long
building with two circula r ovens in one roo m. Another mo re substa n tial buildi ng had a
four-bayed undercroft which had not been internally connec ted to its first-floor ha ll.
This hall may have been the camera regis known to have bee n part of the hospital.
O ther medieval remains included a small ga rde n 'close', a la rge cobbled courtyard , a
well, a dovecote and pa rt of the cemetery. All the bu ild ings had bee n demolished and
their stones robbed by c. 1600 .

LO NDON: CtTY, CHRISTCHURCH, GREYFRIARS (T Q 3208 13)' A wa tching brief by
P. Herber t a nd A. Bodding ton for Depa rtment of U rba n Arc haeology , Mu seum of
London, on a vent ilation shaft excavated by London T ransport in 1976 produced
evidence of num ero us ea rly medi eva l cess o r rubbish-pits, im med ia tely above ea rly
Rom a n occupation. T he pits were sealed by two robber trenches and associat ed surfaces ;
it is not yet dear whe the r these were contem pora ry with the first , i gth-centu rv, Grey­
friars church, or with a preced ing secular occupation. T he founda tions of the S. wall of
the second Greyfriar s churc h of 1307 were exposed on the S. face, and cons isted of a
series of rags tone arches. As was co mmon, the W ren ch urch wall was constructed upon
the medieva l foundations reus ing much of the stone from the ea rlier church. See a lso
pp. 165 f., 176.

- - - ; MERTON (T Q 265696). Excava tion by J. S. M cCracken for SW . London
Unit of the site of the cha pter house of the August inian priory revealed a bu ilding of two
phases. In the m id 12th cent ury the building was rec tangular, 17.5 by 9.5 m., with three
externa l bu ttresses a long th e S. wall. The E. wa ll was demolished possibly in th e i a th
century an d was rep laced by an apsidal wall with five buttresses, which extended the
build ing a farther 5 m. to the E. T he morta red flint walls wi th a cha lk r ubble core a re
between 1.0 and 1.2 m. wide. T hose of the first phase are bu ilt on a wide founda tion of
sand and gra vel. All wa lls except that of th e apse show signs of subsidence, a nd three
bu tt resses were later insert ed against the N. wa ll. Floo r levels within the chapter house
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had been badly disturbed by the demolition of the priory to obtain material for Nonsueh
Palace and by the cutting of a calico-bleaching trench across the site in c. 1750. Nothing
survived above wall footings, although traces of plaster floors with tile impressions were
found. Twenty-nine graves, most of which had been robbed, were located below the
floor. The canons' cemetery was found immediately E. of the chapter house. The
infirmary passage ran along the S. wall of the chapter house. Its greenstone and chalk
walls probably supported a wooden roof. Many floor-tiles include mosaic, Westminster,
Chertsey, Penn and Flemish types.

SOMERSET: TAUNTON (ST 230249). P. J. Leach for Committee for Rescue Archaeo­
logy in Avon, Gloueestershire and Somerset, and Taunton Deane District Council
excavated on a site in Priory Street, including the only standing structure surviving from
the former priory of Augustinian canons. The 'priory barn' was built as part of a gate­
house range not earlier than the late 15th or early rfith century. Eastwards and partly
beneath the gatehouse portions of a large clay-lined tank and associated water channels
were interpreted as a small fishpond or fishing tank belonging to the first period of the
priory, since extensive deposits of organic material in the 'tank' were associated with
13th-century and earlier pottery. Between this and the standing building earlier founda­
tions probably belonged to a previous gatehouse later than the 13th century. Finds to
be deposited in Somerset County Museum, Taunton; publication in a collected volume
on previous excavations in the town. See also p. 177.

---: --- (ST 23052477). Excavation byJ. Hinchcliffe for D.o.E. revealed
part of the lay cemetery of the same priory on Canon Street. 165 inhumations, aligned W.
and E., layover a circular, flat-bottomed pit, on the base of which was the impression
of a bell-mould. The pit had not been fired but contained in its filling fragments of
fired clay, bronze slag, and charcoal. The bell-casting process was probably associated
with the erection of the priory church between 1277 and 1337. Pottery from the filling
of the pit confirms this. See also p. 177.

STAFFORDSHIRE: CROXDEN ABBEY (SK 065397). P. W. Crane for D.o.E. excavated
part of the W. alley of the infirmary cloister of the Cistercian abbey. Lower courses of
the arcade wall and sandstone flags along the alley survived.

---: STOKE-Or-;-TRENT (S] 905493). J. Greaves for City Museum continued
excavating (cf. Medieval Archaeol., XXI (1977), 227) in the chancel of Hulton Abbey
(Cistercian) and revealed more burials within wooden coffins. A bulla of Pope
Innocent VI (1352-62) was found within one grave, whilst in another the skeleton was
covered with a thick layer of vegetable matter. Excavation of the S. transept revealed
a burial W. of the night stairs.

TYNE AND WEAR (Northumberland): NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE (NZ 244642). Study
of the extant claustral ranges of the Dominican priory by B. Harbottle and lV1. Ellison for
the City of Newcastle is nearly complete. The work has consisted of stripping of plaster
from most of the internal walls, and excavation inside the buildings, and outside on the
W. and SW. (FIG. 6). In the E. range the truncated chapter house occupies the central
position with a single long room on the S. The function of this room is unknown: it was
lit by two distinct series of lancets, one in the E. wall and the other in the S. and was
entered both from the cloister walk and by a passage under the day stairs. In its E. wall a
third door gave access presumably to the room or passage beneath the reredorter. At the
E. end of the S. range are the day stairs and the entrance passage; at the head of the
stairs a door led into what was probably the dormitory, on the upper floor of the E.
range. While nothing can be said of the medieval function of the first floor of the S.
range, the rest of the ground floor was occupied by the refectory only. Once lit by a
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series of closely spaced lancets in its S. wall, it was entered from the S\V. corner of the
cloister . Around the wa lls on a low platform of clay, c. 1.2 m . wide, there ha d certa inly
been a sto ne bench a nd proba bly tables ; the tiled floor down the centre of the room la y
agains t the edge of th is platform. Fro m a form of screens passage across the W. end of th e
re fecto ry there was access to the kitchen. W hile most of the W. range was described in
M edieval Archaeol., XIX (lg75), 236-7, fur ther work has revealed that the angle be tween
the W. and S. ranges was occu pied by a passage a nd proba bly t he kitchen which
stretche s westwards for an unk nown d ista nce. In the large cloister there are insubstantial
rema ins of clo iste r wa lls 011 a ll four sides . The pl an (ere . 6 ) a lso shows ea rl ier
di scoveries in the church, which ha d an aisled nave a nd an aisleless c ha ncel bu t lacked
any wa lls of a wa lking space. Sec a lso p. 16g.

WEST MID LA!\"DS (\ Varwickshire ) : COVENTRY, WHITEFRIARS (S P 340787). J. Ba rn a rd
an d J. Ba teman excava ted for Coventry M useums at the E. end of the fria ry church, the
sac risty, cha p ter ho use a nd domestic buildi ngs (cf. M edieual A rchaeol. , XI ( l g67), 278- 9 ).
In the presbytery three stone-lined graves a nd three gra ves with coffins were found.
T he fria rs' cemetery may be ind icated by skeleta l remains beyond the E. wa ll of the
churc h. T he substant ial founda tions of the sacristy had square a ngle buttresses a t the
E. end . The recta ngula r chapter house measur ed 15 by 7-4 m . No flooring remained
in situ a nd there were no graves in the E. part of the building to add to the eight found
at the \ V. end in Ig73. S E. of the cloister a rec tangular build in g, t z by 10 m ., was
divi ded in to two uneq ual parts by a sands tone wall ru nning N. and S. T he E. room ,
whi ch may have be en used as a slaugh ter ho use or stables, had an ela borate floor
draina ge system com posed of sandstone slabs. Finds in H erbert Art Gallery a nd M useum ,
Cove ntry.

YORKSH IRE , SOUT H (Yorkshire, \ V. Riding ) : DO NCAST ER (SF. 578032). Excavation
by P. C. Buckla nd for Doncaster M unicipal Borough Co unc il a nd D co.E. on th e site of
the Subscription Rooms, S\V. of the H igh Street, revealed the pr incipal road in to the
Carmelite friary, fou nded in 1350. Adj oining structur es, in part built out on to the road,
a ppear to havc continued in use aft er the Di ssolut ion, when the ga teho use became a
private house. Although the site lies on th e town 's main N . to S. road , within the
defe nces, which were in existe nce by 1215, there was little trace of any occupa tion
between the grd ce nt ur y A. D. a nd the construction of the friary access road . See a lso
p. 177 f.

WA LES

G W E !\"T (M onmouthshirc ): TI:"i"TERN ABBEY (SO 5329g8). Excavation by P.
Cou rt ney for D.o.E. on the S. part of the guest house of the Cistercian monastery
revea led a series of pa ra llel boundary walls. T he date ra nge of the associated road s a nd
boundary walls extends fro m the med ieval to the Victoria n pe riod .

B. CAT H EDRALS A r.;" D ECCL ESIASTICAL PALACES

ENGLAND

LE ICESTERSHI R E (Rutland): LYDDI :"i"GTO N (SP87797 1). Mrs C. Wood field for
D.o .E. excavated on the site of the palace of the bishops of Linc oln and revealed a 14t h­
century g reat ha ll, 14.6 m . wid e, with an appa rent bay spacing for the probable four
and a half ba ys, which would give a postu la ted total leng th of 23. 65 m . Benea th th is
lay its No rman pr ed ecessor , c. 10.65 m . wide, with no indication of leng th. Both halls
la y a t righ t angles to the sta nd ing structure. T his was shown to continue 9 rn. N E. and
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13 m. SW., and other medieval buildings existed on the S. Most of a late 13th or early
14th-century jug from an unknown, but probably Northamptonshire, kiln, part of a
Lyveden decorated jug, decorated ridge-tiles, a lead ventilator, a little painted window
glass, and part of a Norman spring-course from the masonry of one of the earlier
buildings were found.

LONDON, GREATER: GREENWICH, ELTHAM PALACE (TQ 424740). H. M. Woods for
D.o.E. continued excavations (cf. Medieval Archaeol., XXI (1977), 229; Post-Medieval
Archaeol., XII (1978), forthcoming). The undercroft of Bishop Bek's manor house (PL.

XXIII, A) was emptied; the floor consisted of compacted layers of pebble. Late 15th and
r tith-century sherds were recovered from the floor, and the undercroft was probably
filled when Henry VIII demolished the medieval chapel over it and built a new and
larger chapel in 1528. At the point where the undercroft disappears under the present
drive, there is a change in the vault level; the barrel vault terminates and is replaced
by a more depressed vault springing from the wall, 2 m. high. It appears that the
number of stories changed at this point, either from three to two, or from two to one.
Near the Henrician chaplain's building excavation of pre-Tudor deposits revealed a
sequence of layers going back to the roth century. The latest layer was a deposit of
broken West Country blue roof-slates. This was cut by the construction trenches for
Bek's buildings of 1290 and was probably associated with one of the structures erected
by Gilbert de Clare or]ohn de Vesci, who successfully held the manor of Eltham before
Bek. Sealed beneath the slate layer were two distinct soil layers, of which the upper was
plough-soil. Pottery in the upper layer ranged in date from 1230 to 1280. The
lower layer contained loth-century shell-tempered wares and was cut by a rubbish­
pit which produced r z th-ccntury sherds, together with pieces of a Purbeck stone mortar
and Roman tiles.

C. CHURCHES AND CHAPELS

ENGLAND
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE: GROVE (SP 92 I 225). By arrangement with Buckinghamshire

County Museum, R. White for Bedfordshire County Council observed service trenches
in and around the redundant church at Grove, roo m. from Grove Priory (p. 155 f.), over
the county boundary. Two medieval burials were found in the church, one in a stone
coffin.

ESSEX: HADSTOCK (TL 558447). The first sentence of the entry on the investigation
by Mr and Mrs Rodwell published last year (Medieval Archaeol., XXI (1977), 230)
should read: 'W.]. and K. A. Rodwell investigated for Essex County Council and
Essex Archaeological Society the structure of the W. tower of St Botolph's Church
during restoration.'

GLOUCESTERSHIRE: STOKE ORCHARD (SO 917282). Excavation by R. H. Leech for
Committee for Rescue Archaeology in Avon, Gloucestershire and Somerset revealed
three phases of the chancel of the church: I, a late Norman chapel approximately
square and larger than the present structure; 2, the present chancel, built between the
15th and rfith century, except for 3, the present E. end which was a rqth-ccntury
addition lengthening the chancel by c. I m. Excavation revealed that the Norman wall­
paintings are unlikely to continue into the chancel, and that the cause of recent sub­
sidence was that the wall of phase 3 was built partly over robbed foundation trenches of
both phases I and 2.
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KENT: SANDWICH, HAM (TR 326548). The two-cell church mainly of the 13th
century has recently become redundant. Kent Archaeological Rescue Unit recorded
the church and the memorials in the graveyard before its development for residential
use.

LINCOLNSHIRE: LINCOLN (SK 976719). M. J. Jones and B. J. J. Gilmour for
Lincoln Archaeological Trust resumed excavations at the church of St Paul in the Bail
(cf. Medieval Archaeol., XXI (1977), 232). The E. end of the late medieval church, rebuilt
after its collapse in 130 I, was exposed. The rebuilt S. aisle had been added to the
existing, probably 13th-century, chancel. At the W. end of the church the nave was
widened on the N. side as part of the early 14th-century building, and the W. tower was
built or rebuilt in the 13th century. The early narrow S. aisle which collapsed in 130 I

was a t zth-century addition to a pre-existing nave. A 14th-century burial contained
part ofa stone coffin. Several other moulded, dressed and inscribed stones were recovered
from secondary contexts.

LONDON: CITY. Excavation by A. Thompson for Department of Urban Archaeo­
logy, Museum of London, on the G.p.a. site in Newgate Street (TQ 320813) has further
clarified the structure and development of the church of St Nicholas Shambles, first
recorded 1487 and demolished 1547-52 (cf. },;[edieval Archaeol., xx (1976), 183). Four
building phases (FIG. 7) have now been distinguished, of which the first and probably
the earliest measured c. 13 m. E. to W. and 7 m. N. to S., and probably extended
beyond the W. limit of the excavation to the present King Edward Street. An internal
N. to S. partition divided the excavated plan. The foundation walls were constructed of
rough ragstone courses, mixed with opus signinum and fragments of Roman tegulae and
imbrices. Possibly in the r z th century a chancel, c. 6 m. long, with very deep chalk
foundations, was added at the E. end. In the third phase, which is likely to be earlier
than the mid 14th century, both the chancel and nave were extended N. to lines marked
by ragstone and flint foundation piers. The previous N. wall was probably partly
demolished in order to widen the nave, while still leaving space for a N. aisle. N. of, but
separate from, the chancel were substantial chalk foundations of a chapel or a tower,
whose relationship to the church is obscured by later foundations. In these first three
phases the S. wall of the nave remained fixed, except possibly for the enlargement of the
porch in the third phase. The fourth phase was represented by a series of massive rag­
stone foundation piers running E. and W. and N. and S., which in effect squared off
the E. end of the church. Those on the E. measured c. 1.5 m. sq.; the four on the N.
covered a distance of c. 8.5 m., and two of them sustained the chapel/tower, which now
became an integral part of the N. chancel wall.

Preliminary work on the N. cemetery of the church suggests the existence of four
main types of burial: I, simple shallow graves; 2, simple graves with stones placed to
support the head, and occasionally the feet; 3, simple graves with the bottom covered
with a thin layer of chalk, brick and mortar; and 4, stone and mortar-lined cists. The 300
skeletons are now being examined and measured. Considerable osteo-arthritis, a sword
wound, benign bone tumours and criba orbitalis, indicating a diet deficient in iron, have
already been noted. The dentition appears to show a wide range of attrition.

In the NE. corner of the church of St Margaret Lothbury (TQ 3278 I 2) the original
N. and part of the E. walls of the r z th-ccntury building have been revealed. Attached to
the E. end of the N. wall is an extension, probably added in the 15th century, in the form
of a large foundation arch which spans a culvert carrying a branch of the Walbrook.
The wall was repaired in the r yth century, after the Great Fire, upon the former
foundations.

See also pp. 159, 176.
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Plan of four phases

NoTTINGHAMSHIRE: FLAWFORD (SK 593332). H. M. James for Ruddington and
District Local History Society began the excavation of a rectangular structure im­
mediately W. of the church, which was revealed by an area of parched grass noticed
in the drought of 1976. The plan shows three sides of a stone structure with massively
thickened angles, roughly on the same alignment as the church. Any evidence of
attachment to the church was destroyed by the foundation trenches of the pre-1280
W. tower and the undermining carried out in 1773 to destroy that tower. This new
structure is classified as Phase V of the church structure (ef. Medieval Archaeol., XXI (1977),
211-12). Shallow graves were dug through its demolition debris into the foundations
which are 1.8 m. deep, suggesting a tall building, possibly a tower. These foundations
consist partly of roughly-shaped limestone blocks and partly of local cobbles. It is
suggested that the structure is of r zth to early 13th-century date, thus placing it
between the late Saxon and the mid 13th-century W. towers. It may be possible to
trace its plan beneath the later medieval tower and to establish its relationship with
the late Saxon tower.
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Some ten phases of the church structure have now been identified and work is

continuing on the Romano-British building beneath the church. Finds in the Village
Museum, The Hermitage, Ruddington.

WILTSHIRE: TROWBRIDGE. See p. 169.

YORKSHIRE, NORTH (Yorkshire, E. Riding): WHARRAM PERCY (SE 858642). C.
Harding and M. E. Ewins excavating further for the Medieval Village Research Group
and D.o.E. on the glebe terrace (cf. Medieval Archaeol., XXI (1977), 232-3) found forty­
eight graves mainly at the E. end of the site. These were not all arranged in rows; some
were in groups and one was recut four or five times There were a few head or foot­
stories. Of forty-eight articulated skeletons twenty-six were adults, including a pregnant
woman, and twenty-two were babies or infants. As in the W. part of the site the graves
extended N. of the 14th-century churchyard wall (first located in 1972); one grave was
found even farther N., although most have been S. of this and nearer the church.
N. of the 14th-century wall an earlier wall ran parallel (E. and W)., c. 2.4 m. on the N.
It was traced for 12 m., although disturbed at several points. It turned to the N., with a
gap of about 1.2 m. for a gate, suggested by two post-holes on thc W. Along this N.
return the wall was 0.91 to 1.2 m. wide and predominantly of chalk rubble with some
sandstone. Associated with it on the N. there seems to have been a yard attached to the
vicarage, with much pottery, animal bone, several spindle-whorls and fragments of
worked bone. Pottery and coins, including a jetton, indicate a late 13th to early 14th­
century date for these levels, Four graves in the layer below the yard suggest an earlier
churchyard boundary N. of the present excavation. It was not possible to determine
whether there was also an entrance through the wall in line with the N. door of the
church.

On the S. boundary of the churchyard (cf. ibid., 233) G. Foard excavated the
expected 1.2 to 1.5 m. of pre-medieval deposits; natural soil has still not been reached at a
depth of 3 m. The thick layer of greyish soil at a depth of 1.2 m. again provcd to be the
lower limit of the medieval deposits. Beneath it a series of recut ditches, gullies, and
several post-holes contained a little Romano-British pottery.

See also pp. 150, 185 f., 187 f.

---, SOUTH (Yorkshire, W. Riding): WARMSWORTH (SE 55I012). Excavation
by J. R. Magilton for Doncaster Municipal Borough Council and D.o.E. on the site
of the 19th-century parish church revealed the footings of a two-cell church of
17th-century date with associated floors rebuilt on the foundation of a Norman ( ?)
predecessor. A complete foliate cross grave-slab, and a fragmcnt of a r zth-century
typanum or grave-slab were amongst the finds. A priest is mentioned in Warmsworth
c. I 170 and the church was originally a chapel of Conisbrough.

SCOTLAND

HIGHLAND (Caithness): WATTEN (ND 233524). The final season of excavation
(cf. Medieval Archaeol., XXI (1977),183-4) by E. Talbot involved a full investigation of the
nave of Clow Chapel and showed that it was a secondary feature. The chancel is all that
survives of a single chamber structure with proportions roughly 4: I, which suggests a
later date than the early Christian attributes that havc been made (cf. Proc. Soc. Ant.
Scot., C (1967-8), 126). No dating evidence was recovered. The near-by abandoned
settlement was investigated because suggestions have been made (Ioc, cit.) about its
possible monastic nature. Excavation revealed it to be 18th or rqth-century.
Publication in Northern Scotland.

12



168 LESLIE E. WEBSTER AND JOHN CHERRY

OKEHAMPTON CASTLE EXCAVATIONS 1972 -1977

//

11/ / ; :: /// .> ' c.1300- 1330

/;;..'. ~r::rr::J:'>.:. .
r- 11 r ._______ f~ ... " ".

-.......--.. r r _-..)..... L.~----

~>.. <I

1.\\~:>' ~
, . "~.

~~.,
<'// .'
//'//1 .'./ / /'1/ ,1/;

.: !rlr\\\\'~
/ / / ii" \ \

New
In Decay

Pre - c. 1300

• Retained
D New

o 50 m

FIG. 8
OKEHAMPTON CASTLE, DEVON

Plan of motte and W. end of bailey

D. CASTLES

ENGLAND
DERBYSHIRE: BOLSOVER (SK 470707). G. O. Pratt and T. D. Akister revealed the

medieval curtain wall of the castle, surviving to one course above foundation level,
c. 5 m. wide, on a line slightly NW. of the present fountain garden wall; subsidence into
a large feature, probably a wide ditch, c. 6.'2 m. wide, on the SE. and parallel to the
medieval curtain wall; remains of unfaced stonework on the NW. lip of the ditch; and
fifteen partly disturbed burials of unknown date in the Great Court.
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DEVON: OKEHAMPTON (SX 584943). Excavations by R. A. Higham for D.o.E. on
the motte and W. end of the bailey are now complete. The development of these parts
of the castle from the I r th to the 17th century is shown on the accompanying plan
(FIG. 8). Details were given in Medieval Archaeol., XVII (1973), 16I; XVIII (I974), I95;
XIX (I975), 239; xx (I976), I84; XXI (I977), 234. PublicationinProc. Devon Archaeol. Soc.

ESSEX: PLESHEY (TL 666144). Excavation by S. R. Bassett at the castle (cf.
Medieval Archaeol., XXI (I977), 235) examined the motte ditch and its penultimate bridge
(whose very substantial flint-rubble footings apparently supported a timber supcr­
structure with a retractable section). Construction of the present brick bridge may have
been slightly later than was previously suggested. The section of the bailey bank (FIG. 9)
was completed; its earliest phase may mark the former outline of the so-called 'Town
Enclosure', when the mid r z th-century bailey probably lay N. of the motte.

HAMPSHIRE: SOUTHAMPTON. See p. I74.

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE: NOTTINGHAM (SK 568395). C. J. Drage excavating in the
castle for Trent Valley Archaeological Research Committee found that the earliest
defence, an earthern rampart, was strengthened by the construction of the curtain
wall at its rear, to which the round open-backed NE. corner tower was added. Mid I3th­
century pottery was recovered from the construction trench of the tower. In the I5th to
rfith century a small chamber was constructed immediately W. of the tower, projecting
N. from the face of the curtain wall.

TYNE AND WEAR (Northumberland): NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE (NZ 250639). B. Har­
bottle and M. Ellison continued excavating for the City of Newcastle (cf. Medieval
Archaeol., XIX (I 975), 24I). In the ditch outside the Black Gate the absence of I I th and
r zth-century pottery in the shallow deposits at the bottom (beneath the footings of the
mid I3th-century Black Gate) showed that the ditch had been cleaned out, probably
during Henry II's reconstruction of the castle. Slow silting then ensued until in the early
I5th century stone walls were built between gatehouse and drawbridge abutment so
that the void between them, together with the counter-weight slots, could be filled and
the drawbridge made unnecessary. Deliberate tipping into the ditch followed, and by
I460 there is documentary evidence that this was an official supervised rubbish dump
for the town.

Immediately inside the Black Gate the City have replaced the modern road with a
wooden footbridge, so re-exposing the ashlar-lined dry ditch, the second set of draw­
bridge counter-weight slots and the Heron Pit (a prison), revealed by W. H. Knowles in
I905. Excavation suggests that traces of a r zth-ccntury gate and bridge may survive
beneath the mid I3th-century alterations. Under three sides of the five arches of the
railway viaduct there is a little evidence of Roman occupation, followed by use as a
cemetery which is, in turn, succeeded by the clay platform of the Norman castle.

See also pp. I6I ff.

WILTSHIRE: TROWBRIDGE (ST 856579). Excavation for Wiltshire County Council
on sites in Court Street recovered nothing of the castle, but late Saxon to I9th-century
features were observed. Foundations of the nave and chancel of an early church with an
accompanying graveyard originated in late Saxon times and were abandoned in the
13th century.
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SCO T LAN D
DUMFRIES AI'D GALLOWAY (Stewa rtry of Kirkcudbrigh tshire}: THREAVE CASTLE

(NX 7396~22 ) . G . L. Good and C. J. T abr a ha m (cf. M edieval A rchaeol., XXI (1977),
138-9, fig . 79) completely re-excava ted for D .o.E . th e area partly trench ed in 1923.
It was found to be extra accommodation for th e ca stle, destro yed c. 1450. Fu r ther
evidence of occupa tion before the a rrival of the Douglas fa mily was discovered .

GRAMPIAN (Aberdeenshire ) : PEEL OF LUMPHANAN (NJ 577037) . Excavation at this
motte ca stle by E. T albot for D.o.E . examined the path lead ing from the ca usewa y to
the moue top (ef. M edieoal A rchaeol., XXI (1977 ), 240 ). The path was revell ed as it
approached the summit. Benea th the 1782 circuit wall a sligh ter wa ll had been built
a t the level of the 15th-century manor house of H a'ton Hall. R emova l of a section of
counterscarp at the outer end of th e ca usewa y showed it to be re la tively modern and
covering a gap through wh ich the original approach to the ca useway wa s effected .

---: PORTKNOCKIE, RATHVEN, GREEN CASTLE. See p. 151.

WAL ES
PO\VYS (M ontgomeryshire): HE~ DOM EI';" (SO 2'4981). P. A . Ba rker continued to

excava te on the l'<E. sector of th e bailey (cf. M edieval A rchaeol., XXt (1977), 241-2 ,
fig. 80 ). The rectangu la r ha ll discovered in 1976 now appears to be smaller than was
first thought, but to have had an annex or outbuilding at its N. end. The possible six-post
grana ry now seems to be a twelve-post st ru cture with very deep symmetrical post-holes.
A second cistern( ?) is a ppea ring ncar the rampart in the NE. corn er, while d issection of
one of the bu ild ings lying behind the rampar t suggests th at its wa lls were of d a y or coh o
Clay walls had been suspec ted in o ther bu ildings excava ted in the 1960s ; it is apparen t
that a great va rie ty of building techniques was used in the construction of t he ca stle,
often simulta neously.

E. TOWKS

AVON (Gloucestershire) : BRISTOL (5T 58667320 ). Excava tion a t St Bartholomew's
Hospital, Narrow Lewin's M ead, by R . Price for Bristol City M useum a nd Art Gall ery,
Bristol City Council a nd D.o.E. provided the following evidence :
I. A building earl ier than the hospita l, c. 17 m. sq. , of whi ch substan tia l remains
survive both above a nd below ground , was built alongside the R . Frome. T he building
(FIG. 10) had two a isles, eac h defined by an ar cade of four bays. The visible a rc hitecture
of ro und colum ns a nd squa re capitals wit h trumpet mo uldings implies a la te Norman
da te and , if domestic, the build ing is the only example of the style ex tant in Bristol.
H owever Ha m Green glazed jugs in the founda tion trench of the N. wall suggest
construction in the first half of the 13th centu ry .
2. The "Norman' build ing was par tly converted in to the chapel of the hospi tal a nd a
sta nd ing 13th -century ga teway represents the 5. porch. Owing to settlement in the soft
clay the struct ure wa s partly rebuilt several times during the 13th century and fina lly in
the 14th century the floor level was raised by over 2 rn . The massive square freestone
bases of the aisle arcad es were co mplet ely buried in th e process. Some thir ty-five
human burials were recovered from the chape l filling. Pa r t of the N. aisle was used for
dom estic purposes a nd con tained hea r ths and o the r structures.
3. On the N. a silted fea ture was di rectl y related to the R. Frome. Over th is in the rgth
century an oak jetty had been la id ; th is led from a riverside pavement towards the
Frome.
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BRISTOL: ST. BARTHOLOMEW'S HOSPITAL

GROUND FLOOR PLAN

METRES

NORMAN BUILDING

EDGE OF TRENCH
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•••

KEY

13th. CENTURY REBUILD
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D

o 5

•••
HOST STREET

FIG. 10

ST BARTHOLOMEW'S HOSPITAL, BRISTOL, AVON
Plan of Norman building

4. A series of timber buildings on stone foundations and a well-constructed stone path
represent parts of the 13th and 14th-century domestic buildings of the hospital.

Finds and site records to be deposited in Bristol City Museum and Art Gallery;
final report to appear in monograph series published by City Museum.

BEDFORDSHIRE: BEDFORD (TL 04804965)' J. Hassall and P. J. Woodward ex­
cavated on the W. edge of the historic core of the town. There was no indication of
middle Saxon occupation despite a little pottery near the site. Evidence for the late
Saxon and medieval town was prolific, but scarcer at the W. end of the site. A small
boundary ditch earlier than the r zth century was not certainly identified as a Saxon
town boundary. The Saffron Ditch, recorded on Speed's map of 16IO, was found, IO m.
wide and filled with water still flowing S. to the river. Finds of 17th-century date were
recovered from its silt filling. Finds and excavation records deposited in Bedford
Museum; publication in Beds. Archaeol. ]nl., XIII (1978).
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CAMBRID GE SIII RE [Northa mptonshire}: PETERBOROUG H (T L 19 129873 ). A. M .
Pryor for Nene Valley Resea rch Committ ee and D.o.E. excavated in the centre of the
ci ty in advance ofdevelopmen t. T he known layout of the medieva l town indica ted tha t
it was on ly the E. pa rt of the development a rea which had been intensively occupied
during th e middle ages. Thc resu lts obta ined confirmed this, as th e area S. a nd \ V. of the
Roya l Hotel was largely steri le. No thing was found to cha nge thc view th a t the presen t
town pla n was rut h-cent ur y and no useful medieva l po ttery deposits to a mp lify th ose
from Bridge Street (ef. M edieval Archaeol., XXI (1977), 243) were uncovered . T he investiga ­
tion a lso confirmed ea rlier observations tha t very litt le of medieva l or post-medieva l
structur al remai ns would have been uncovered in a prope rly conducted form al
excavation.

GLE VELAND (Yorkshire ), N . Riding: YAR M (N Z 450076 ). Excava tion in West Street
by D. H . Eva ns for Cleveland Co unty Council and D .o.E. rev ealed a substa nt ia l
m edieval timber build ing facing the street. Six large post-pits of a proba ble eigh t-post
a isled buildi ng were found. Above this build ing and sepa ra ted from it by la yers of silt
and clay dum p were vestiges of a second timber buildi ng a lso facing the street. Associated
with this were cess-pits and a well in the ya rd behi nd.

CUMBRIA (C umberla nd); CAR LiSLE (NY 399560). Excava tion by D. Nea l for
D .o.E. in Fisher Street and Castle Street revea led medieval levels a nd evide nce of a fire,
possibly in 139 1, immedia tely be nea th modern tarmac. This sugge sts the site was par tly
cleared in the 19t h century . Nar row bu ild ings, c. 3 by 8 m., a ligned N. a nd S. were
found. T heir wall sills were co nstructed on clay with a facing of sandstone blocks a nd
river pebbles. O ne such bu ild ing had a cobb led ya rd on its W . side , which was built over
in the middle of the 14th century ; a na rrow ea ves-d rip trench was left between the
properties. Througho ut th eir history the bu ildings appea r to ha ve had a partition d ivid­
ing them int o a t least two roo ms, the S. one with a centra l hea rth. Nu merous altera tions
to the buildings, mainly the replacemen t of sill bea ms a nd th e raising of floor levels,
included the insertion of a ba rrel-lined well. S . of the build ings numerous off-cuts of
lea the r hides a nd horn -cores were found. So m uch waste m aterial S. of the site suggests
that the buildings faced N. and there fore di d not fron t on Castle St reet. They may have
faced a lane, r unning E. a nd W. between Cas tle Stree t a nd Fisher Street. No occupa tion
earlier than the I r th or ra th century has been noted .

DEVO N : EXM OUT H (SY 002809). Excava tion by P. .J. Weddell for Devon Commi t­
tee for Rescue Archaeology at LowerFore Street revealed occupation from the 13th century
to th e presen t day. Part of the plan of one medieva l build ing associat ed with a very
substa n tial hearthstone was recovered . T hree medi eval coins and muc h imported
pottery were found.

ESSEX : WALT HAM ABBEY (TL 382006). Exc ava tion by P. J. H uggins for Waltham
Abbey Historica l Society [cf M edieval Archaeol., XX I (1977), 243) in Sun Street within th e
mo nastic precinct revealed glazed floor-t ile fragments, appa ren tly waste from floor
la ying. Tria ngles of Wah ham types 10 to 13 of Group 3 were associa ted with plain black
and yellow squares, rectan gles and tria ng les, toge ther with yellow lozenges (cf. Trans.
Essex Archaeol. Soc., II (1970), 44- 5 ). A dum p oflime with ryrb-ceorcry po tte ry behind a
brick structure probably ind icates a lime kiln. Fur ther sec tions of cha lk foundations of
the S. precinct walls were seen. Finds in co llection of Socie ty : pub lication in Essex
Archaeol, and Hist.

---: WA LT HA M HOLY CROSS (T L 384006). K. N. Bascombe for Waltham
Abbey H istorical Society ca rri ed out tria l excavations to invest iga te postulated ea rly
( rs th-ce nt ury r) property bounda ries. No evide nce of bounda ry ditches was ob ta ined,
but occupation back to the 13th century was recorde d.
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HAMPSHIRE : A LTON. ),,1. Millett excavated four sites for Alton Archaeological
Com mittee and D.o.E. I . N os. S(}- 2 High Strut (SU 7175393°) had been terraced in the
14th to 15th century; their subsequent structural history was revealed . Pits prod uced
valuable rgtb to r jth-century pottery groups. 2. N os. 6-8 M arktt S tm t (SU 71703930)
had also been terraced at the same time and had since been used as yards and latrines.
Pott ery groups from the cess-pits are 15th to rfitb-cent ury. 3. /'{o. 14 Afarb t Stru t
(SU 71653930) had been levelled in the 16th century . An earlier post-hole prod uced a
single sherd which is apparently la te Saxon. 4. X o. 8S lIigh Strut (SU 71583g08). T rial
trenc hes produced pottery which probably belongs to the 121h century.

--- : SOllTHAMPTOS. J. S. F. Walker for Southampton Archaeological Research
Committee excavated six tenements at Q uilters Vault (Canute's Palace ) at the
junction of High Stru t and Portn's Lane (SU 410110). Five periods were distinguished.
A fur ther stretch of a u-shaped roth or r rth-century defensive ditch [cf. •\1td~l!aL

Arc1uu ol., XVI (1972), 155, 188) was located. Between c. 1050 and 1100 a small timber
bu ilding existed . From 11 00 to c. 1270 stone buildings lay side on to the streets (e.g .
Ca nute's Palace upper hall-house of 1100). From c. 1270 to t420 stone buildings were
bu ilt gable-end on to the streets, and three 20 m. long vau lts were erected . Bet.....een IpO

and 1519-2 0 a Customs house, 55 by 5 m., was constructed. At the junction of Simntl
Stru t and Uppn BugLe Street (SU 418114) T.:\1. Shaw excava ted two teneme nts of th ree
medieval periods, and ano ther stretch of the u-shaped defensive ditch belonged to the
period bet .....een the roth and 13th century. The few finds in the primary ~ih ing of the
motte d itch of the castle suggest that it had been regularly cleaned in its early phase and
was recut in the rgth cent ury . Stone buildings construc ted between t250 and t 350 were
alt ered between t350 and 1500 and the motte di tch filled in. See also p. 147.

HCMBERSI DE (Yorkshire , East Riding): KISGSTOS UPO~ HULL . Excavation by
J. D. Whit.....ell, B. S. Ayres and J. R. Watkin for H umberside Archaeological Unit
on Bltukf riargdl4 (T A 10042842) uncovered a sequence of medieval properti es near the
E. boundary of the Augustinian friary (cf Mtd~VdL ArcJuu oL., XX I (1977), 244, fig. 81).
Evidence for the earliest structu re consisted of limestone stylobates defining a three-bayed
house with remains of stake filling between the stones; its long axis was parallel to the
street. T he central bay contained a tile hearth above a clay floor, whilst the E. bay had a
morta r floor. This building was replaced by a similar slightly larger structure, which in
turn was covered by a large building of different plan above chalk-rubble footings. T his
structure contained a hall with a hearth of tiles on edge and at least three other ground.
floor rooms, one with a ba king-oven. The property is almost certainly tha t of Robert de
Swanl and , who is nam ed as tenant hereabouts in the 1347 Rental. Between 1347 and
1352 the building was divided (FtG. I I), the two halves being extended and restructured .
Brick sills were inserted above the chalk footings and limestone pillars suppor ted timber
verticals at the corners and in the centres of thc walls. Square central brick hearths were
located on both sides of the brick dividing wall on the street frontage. T he W. building
con ta ined a rectan gular extension ru nning N. and S., within which seven successive
phases of brick ovens were uncovered . See also p. 158.

H ERE FOR D AND WO RCEST E R (Herefordshire): H ER EF ORD . Excavation (cf. M tditval
Archlltol., XXI (1977), 244) in the N. part of the walled town by J. Sawle for Hereford
and Worcester County Museum in 1976 revealed a t no. 271 Bt will Strttt (SO 50734(06)
a complex stra tigraphy includ ing gullies and post-holes. As the ea rliest pottery is r r th­
century, the associated layers may rep resent the Domesday extra -mu ral settlement. A
metalled surface sealed all the 12th-eentury feat ures and was itself sealed by 14th.
century material. Between nos. 27 and 28 Commercial S tru t (SO 51214°15) two pa rallel
gullies, one possibly a palisade trench, contained II th and early t2th-centu ry po ttery.
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PHASE 4
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FIG. I I

BLACKFRIARGATE, KINGSTON UPO:-f HULL, HUMBERSIDE

Plan of phase 4 showing division in 1347-52 of early 14th-century property

Later occupation was represented by 13th and r q.th-ccntury pits and a stone house,
the clay floor of which sealed r q.th-ccntury pottery. At no. 384 St Martin's Street (Drybridge
House) (SO 50823937) lower levels of a ditch produced leather objects and wood. The
early pottery was late 13th-century.

KENT: DOVER. See p. 147.
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LONDON: CITY (TQ 3351812 I). J. Maloney for Department of Urban Archaeology,
Museum of London, excavated the filling of a ditch, at least 6.5 m. wide. Its S. edge is
approximately 7.5 m. N. of the city wall and it contained medieval pottery. Under the
present street frontage on the N. side of Dukes Place a wall foundation of chalk, ragstone
and Roman tile had incorporated in its fabric a glazed medieval floor-tile.

---: --- (TQ 32818125). S. Roskams and J. Schofield for Department of
Urban Archaeology, Museum of London, excavated on the corner of Milk Street and
Russia Row. In the Saxon period or earlier much black soil, possibly used for cultivation,
was brought on to the sites of Roman buildings. A 9th-century hut on the W. edge of
the Roman street was well-preserved, with contemporary cess and rubbish-pits on the N.
Also in the N. of the site wattle-lined pits with cross-members (PL. XXIII,B )were r zth ccntury.
In the SW. corner a stone house was provisionally ascribed to the r r th century, the
first secular stone building of this date to be excavated in the City. The walls included
some reused Roman masonry and were founded on piles.

---: --- (TQ 328807). At Seal House, Upper Thames Street, excavation by
J. Schofield for Department of Urban Archaeology, Museum of London, in 1976 showed
that during the r zth and early 13th centuries three substantial waterfronts of oak were
built (dated by dendrochronology c. 1125, II60 ± 5, and 1220 ± 5); they extended the
shore-line with a filling of organic debris which was well-preserved in anaerobic condi­
tions. Associated with the latest of these three waterfronts (wrongly attributed to Trig
Lane in Medieval Archaeol., XIX (1975), pI. xviii, a), each of which was of a different
design, a series of quayside buildings could be discerned: a house of two large rooms
with dirt floors, probably of timber on wide stone foundations, led to a large shed,
possibly later divided by clay walls, from which a timber drain ran over a quayside to
empty off the waterfront. Rough hearths and occasional patches of stone flags were
excavated inside these buildings, which layover the first two waterfronts some 2 m.
below. In the early 14th century the waterfront was again extended as far as the first ofa
series of structures S. of the main 1974 trench and only briefly recorded (Waterfronts
IV-VIII). More residential buildings of two main periods made an appearance at the
head of the tenement after Waterfront III was in turn covered. In both, the buildings
appear to have lain athwart the whole tenement, being entered from Black Raven Alley,
immediately on the W. From the early 14th century the waterfront was extended six
times in timber; it culminated in a stone wall similar to that excavated at Trig Lane and
Baynard's Castle.

---' --- (TQ 326808). Excavation in 1976 at Trig Lane, Upper Thames
Street, by G. Milne for Department of Urban Archaeology, Museum of London, revealed
substantial evidence of occupation in the medieval and post-medieval periods, over a
series of timber and stone revetments. The final year was devoted to elucidating a
complex pattern of reclamation from the R. Thames, and the subsequent repairs to the
frontage itself. Eleven principal revetments were recorded, ranging from the 13th to the
rfith century; seven survived to a height of 2 m. or more, and all exhibited different
structural characteristics. Firm dates for most of the developments on the three distinct
property plots should result from dendrochronological analysis of over fifty timber
samples.

See also pp. 159, 165 f.

NORFOLK: NORWICH (TG 22700920). M. W. Atkin excavating for Norwich Survey
and D.o.E. on nos. 70-80 Oak Street found a series oflate I r th or 12th-century pits. The
earliest building was a 13th-century post-built structure along the street frontage. The
main domestic occupation began in the 14th century with the construction of two clay­
walled buildings. There was considerable expansion in the density of settlement from
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the 15th century, and the street fron tage was completely built up. One of three ho uses
incorpora ted a small smithy, probably ma n ufa ctu ring knife-b lades. A small co ttage wa s
built behind one of the back yards and another ho use fron ted on St M a rtin 's La ne. Fl in t­
ru b ble walling wa s increasingly used from the 15th cen tury ; by the m id rfith century
clay walling had been completely replaced. T he houses were of mixed status ; their
occupants seem to ha ve ranged from owner-occup iers to small tenan ts. I nterim repor t in
N orfolk Archaeol. See a lso p. 148.

SO'-lERSET : TAUNTON (ST 230246). Excavation by P. J. Leach for Committee for
R escue Ar cha eology in Avon, Gloucestershire and Somers et in Hawke' s Yard , East
Street, provided an adequate and comprehensible cu tt ing th ro ugh the me di eva l ear-th­
work defenc es of the town. Two phases of a clay and gravel ram part sea led a buried soil
in corpo rating materia l ea rlier than the 12th century. Docu mentary sources ind icate
th at the town defences existed here by the mid 12th century. No ea rl ier town boundary
could be traced , a nd a la te 11th- cen tur y date is sugges ted for th e rampart. Although
total excavation of a sect ion of the outer di tch was no t po ssible, a good sequence of later
med ieva l and post-m edieva l pottery was recovered from its successive fillin gs. Finds in
Some rset County M useum ; pub lication in monograph. See a lso p. 16 I.

STAFFORDSHIRE : L1CH FIE LD (SK t I6009 72 ). M. O . H . Carver excava ting S. of the
T heological College for Birmingham University Field Archaeology U nit and D .o .E.
found la te Saxon graves, da ted by Stafford ware and whee l-made limestone-tempe red
po ttery. Ex tensive earth moving in the 12th centu ry included digging the ea rl ier Mi nster
Pool, whose earl iest deposit (before th e 15th century) preserved lea th er shoes and sheaths
and wooden bowl fragments. A squa re stone and timber build ing with internal red­
plas te red walls was erec ted a t the pool's ed ge in the 13th century, and demolished in the
15 th cen tu ry. Excavation by M . R . H ummler at nos. 18-20 W ade Street (SK 118094)
for West M idla nds Archa eological Unit a nd D .o .E. suggests that there was no occupation
earlier than the r ath cen tu ry . r gth and 14th-cen tu ry pits were found.

SURREY : KI NGSTO " UPON T HAMES (TQ '78693 )' D. A. H inton for K ingston on
T ha mes Museum and D .o .E. excava ted the site of 'Bishops H all' as recorded on O .S.
maps and part of nos. 2g-3 1 Thames Street. O n the Bishops H a ll site no features or
artifacts earlier tha n the 15th cen tury were found , suggesting tha t the med ieval ha ll la y
fart her E. O n the ot her site a brick boundary wall was p receded by an earlier, probably
medieval, wall with masonry a nd tile foundations . A post-medival cess-p it layover a nd
partly reused a deep squa re pit of c halk blocks. It s fillin g included animal bo nes, many
fish bones and la te 14th and early r yth-cemury pottery . See also pp. 149, 186 f.

SUSSEX , E AST : SEAFORD (T V 479980). D.]. Freke for Sussex Archa eolog ical Field
Unit a nd D.o.E. excava ted in Steyne Road (cf. M edieval A rchaeol. , XXI (19 77), 247) a
med ieva l gravel floor , a beam slot, a nd a chalk a nd flin t-lined we ll. rgtb or rqt h-century
po ttery wa s bu ilt into the top of the steining.

---, WEST : STE YN IN G (T Q 178 114). D . J. Freke for Sussex Archaeological
Field Unit a nd D.o.E. excava ted W . of th e parish church in Tanyard Lane. T he slopes
S. and \ V. of the church may be the site of the r rth -cen tur y tow n. Featu res included
la te Sax on to 14th-cen tury pits a nd post -holes, one g roup of which con ta ined la te Saxon
bloomery slag. 12th -cen tury( ?) cobbling produced a pair of shears, whetstone and
q ucrn stone fragments a nd a bun-sha ped loom-weight .

YORK SHI RE , SOUTH (Yorksh ire, W . Riding) : DONCASTER (SE 574034). Excava tion
by J. R . M a gilton in ' 976 for S. Yorkshire Co un ty Co uncil, Doncaster M unicipa l
Borough Council and D.o.E. on a site S. of St Sepulchregate and N. of the Carmelit e fria ry
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revealed four malting ovens, three key-hole shaped and one square with sloping stone­
lined sides and a flagged base which had been reused as a cess-pit. The larger of two
other cess-pits, cut 2 m. into natural sand, contained an almost complete polychromejug
and a small bronze bell. The smaller pit, fed by a stone-lined drain, was cut by a stone­
lined pit containing an almost complete three-handled pitcher with a bung-hole. An
unlined well containing much non-local medieval pottery was emptied. See also p. 163.

SCOTLAND

GRAMPIAN (Aberdeenshire): ABERDEEN (NJ 941065). Excavation by C. Murray
and J. Stones at nos. 40-2 St Paul Street/Drums Lane revealed parts of three 13th-century
post and wattle buildings. A later stone building, 12 by 7 m., cut through one of the post
and wattle buildings. Timber and wattle-lined pits have also been excavated. 13th and
14th-century French, Flemish and English pottery as well as local pottery has been
found.

(Morayshire): ELGIN (NJ213628). W. J. Lindsay excavating a water­
logged site N. of High Street revealed four 13th to 15th-century property boundary
fences and thirty pits of similar date (cf. Medieval Archaeol., XXI (1977), 249-50). A 14th­
century oak barrel well was intact.

TAYSIDE (Perthshire): PERTH (NO 118236). N. Q. Bogdan for Perth and Kinross
District Council and D.o.E. finished excavation on High Street. The layers belonged
mainly to the late 13th and early 14th centuries. An early 14th-century stone building
and the 40 m. long ground-plate of a planked house were found. The area excavated was
immediately W. of areas Band c (cf. Medieval Archaeol., XXI (1977), 250-1). Finds to be
deposited in Perth Museum and Art Gallery; interim report available from Perth
Museum.

F. ROYAL PALACES

No work reported.

G. MOATS AND MANORS

ENGLAND

CAMBRIDGESHIRE (Huntingdonshire): ELTON MANOR (TL 08359385). F. O'Neill
for Nene Valley Research Committee and D.o.E. planned buildings revealed during
stripping of a platform earthwork lying in Berrystead Field. There is a possible moat
around its W. edge. Eight buildings were uncovered, all rectangular with traces of
substantial limestone footings. Buildings 2 and 3 had solidly constructed walls and
buttresses; their design is unlikely before the 13th century. Building 4 was built on to
building 3 and provided evidence for buttresses and an interior bench at the S. end
around a large rectangular limestone hearth. Building 7 consisted of a possible single
room with a fireplace, with a large gateway on the S. Building 8 was probably a late
17th-century farmhouse. See also p. 142.

--- (---): TORPEL MANOR (TF I I 150543). A. Challands for Nene Valley
Research Committee and D.o.E. identified a series of earthworks as the site of this
manor (Durobrivae, IV (1976), 29). The earth-covered remains of a long stone building
lay on a platform. Pottery indicates that occupation was established by the r zth century
and did not continue after the 14th century.
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ESSEX: SOUTHEND-ON-SEA (TQ 894855). J. R. Jackson and L. Helliwell continued

excavation at Southchurch Hall (cf. Medieval Archaeol., XXI (1977), 25 I). One of the timber
posts found in the silt of the moat was mortised into a sole-plate running N. and S. and
built into and under the stonework. A series of seven posts, 90 ern, apart, was also found.
The two end ones had grooves on the inside of both edges and all are mortise-tenoned
and dowel-pinned into a sole-plate. The sole-plate suggests that the posts both form a
revetment and support a building. Leather, stone and wooden objects were found.

HAMPSHIRE: WICKHAM GLEBE (SU 576114). Excavation by K. E. Qualmann and
R. J. B. Whinney on the moated site of the manor house was completed. The earliest
phases consisted of I I th-century boundary ditches and smaller gullies. The earliest
excavated building was an early r z th-ccntury aisled hall, 15.5 by 12 m., of flint and
mortar and apparently with limestone quoins and door and window surrounds. At
about the same time or shortly after the hall was built, less substantial ranges of smaller
rooms were erected on the N. and E. of the N. end of the hall. The N. range was I I m.
long, the E. range at least 20 m. long. Both were 6 m. wide and had timber-framed
superstructures on flint footings. There were only minor alterations until the rfirh
century when the hall was apparently rebuilt with its E. wall 2.5 m. inside its original
line. At the same time the main room of the E. range was provided with a substantial
fireplace and wooden floor, and the moat was recut and revetted with oak timbers
and planks. The buildings remained in use until the mid 17th century when they
were completely demolished for the construction of the brick complex investigated in
1976. Finds in Winchester City Museum; plan published in Moated Site Research
Group, Annual Report, no. 5 (1978); full publication in monograph.

HERTFORDSHIRE: CALDECOTE (TL 237385). G. Beresford for the Medieval Village
Research Group and D.o.£. excavated within the manorial enclosure and revealed a
sequence of occupation from the late r r th century (ef. Medieval Archaeol., XXI (1977),
256-7). A series of houses ranging in date from the late r r th century to c. 1350 was found
(Houses 1-6, FIG. 12). The earliest part of the present manor house, of the late 15th
century, probably lies over the remains of the manor built after the demolition of House 5.
Archaeological and documentary evidence indicates that there was not a capital
messuage until the 13th century, and that Houses 1-3 probably represent remains of
houses of stewards of absent lords who held part of the manor in demesne. They lay
within a large enclosure surrounded by a bank and a ditch, c. 1.8 m. wide and 1.06 m.
deep. The positions of the earliest two houses were defined by lines of post-holes; House I

measured 6 by 4.5 m., House 2, 7.1 by 5.1 m. House 3 was built over the remains of
House 2 without stone or earth-fast foundations, but its approximate position was
defined by cobbled thresholds and by a spread of occupational material along its SW.
side.

At the beginning of the 13th century, the time of the sub-enfeoffment of Caldeeote, a
substantial manor house (House 4, FIG. 12) was built NE. of the earlier occupation. The
homestead was surrounded by a moat, but, as much of its NE. side lies under the
present farmyard, it was not possible to determine the exact size of the enclosure; it was
probably slightly more than 3 acres in area and perhaps included the church. The site
was divided into two by a deep trench, later replaced by a timber palisade, to provide
space on the NE. for the house and outbuildings and on the SW. for a garden and
paddock. The position of the house and that of the kitchen lying close to its SW. end
were clearly marked by lines of substantial post-holes. Two wells, numerous daub-pits, a
garderobe, baking ovens and malting kilns were associated with the house. No remains of
farm buildings belonging to this period survived, but their approximate positions were
defined by many clay-pits in the NE. corner.

House 5 was built some 24 m. NW. of House 4 in the late 13th or very early 14th
century and was the most important house at Caldecote up to this time. An impressive
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FIG. 12

CALDECOTE,HERTFORDSHIRE
Plans of houses dating from late 1 r th century to 1350
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approach to the entrance was provided by a short moat running between the palisade
trench and the NE. boundary of the enclosure. The house was built in two phases. An
aisled hall, 9 by 7. I m., is all that remains of the original building. The arcade posts had
shallow footings and the walls seem simply to have rested on the ground surface. In the
second phase two adjacent cross-wings, a wardrobe and a garderobe were added to the
SW. end. The wall facing the moat was built of stone; the rest were of timber on stone
foundations. The footings of a chimney in the NW. wall mark the position of the fire­
place of the first-floor chamber. The service rooms, if any, lie beneath the path leading
to the present manor house and could not be excavated. The N. part of the present
manor house, originally 15 by 6 m., was probably built in the late 15th century. Although
it has been extensively altered and repaired, enough remains of the original building for
it to be identified as a house of 'Wealden' type.

KENT: ISLE OF SHEPPEY, Q.UEENBOROUGH (TQ 91472 I). B. Philp for Kent Archaeo­
logical Rescue Unit excavated part of this moated site, adjacent to the 14th-century
castle. An enclosed platform, covering about t acre, contained a substantial masonry
building. Publication in Kent Archaeol. Review.

LINCOLNSHIRE: EPWORTH, VINEGARTH (SE 784040). R. A. H. Williams for D.o.E.
excavated the site of the Mowbray's manor house. Only the S. wall of the hall remained.
This was flanked by a rectangular stone base to an exterior staircase( ?), which perhaps
explains the absence of a floor. A kitchen was attached to the SW. corner of the hall;
the centre of its floor was of glazed tiles laid diagonally. Tiles bearing the Mowbray
shield were grouped in sets of nine with one row of plain tiles dividing each set. A
reconstruction of the floor may be displayed in Doncaster Museum. The rest of the floor
was of half-baked bricks. S. of the hall and kitchen lay a cloistral walk, 18 m. sq. Deep
foundations on the W. and other structures farther W. against the S. side of the church
would have been service buildings. Documentary evidence suggests that a manor house
stood at Epworth in 1266; the part described here probably fell into disuse in the
rfith century.

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE: RAUNDS (SP 998733). A. Boddington excavating for
Northamptonshire County Council and D.o.E. a group of earthworks on the edge of the
village found limestone walls and foundations of a manor house and outbuildings. The
manor house, 27 by IO m., was demolished in the late 13th or 14th century. It consisted
of two large rooms at the W. end and adjoins a large circular dovecote, 9 m. diam. See
also p. 149.

OXFORDSHIRE: CHALGROVE (SU 63509682). R. A. Chambers excavating Harding's
Field moated site for Oxfordshire Archaeological Unit revealed an elaborate stone
house probably representing one of the three medieval manors of Chalgrove (cf.
Medieval Archaeol., XXI (1977), 252-3). An aisled barn and other outbuildings were
recorded. More detailed summary and plan in C.B.A., Group 9, Newsletter, no. 7
(1978); Moated Site Research Group, Annual Report, no. 4 (1977).

SUSSEX, WEST: STRETHAM (TQ 201137). A. Barr-Hamilton excavated the timber
(c. 1300), which had supported the inner moat bank at the centre of its S. arm, on each
side of the S. projection into the moat of the main stone building (cf. Medieval Archaeol.,
xx (1976), 197).

In the N. halfofthe S. arm of the moat two series ofE. to W. revetments, which had
partly collapsed, abutted the stonework at E. and W. They comprised squared base­
plates, into which vertical posts with bare-faced tenons had been positioned at intervals.
Horizontal planking set edge-to-edge against the N. faces of the vertical members was
held in position by pressure only. The revetments were supported by regularly-placed
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shores which braced the base-plates themselves, their heads being tenoned into the S.
edge of the principal base-plate and the shores running diagonally S. to a subsidiary
base-plate at a lower level, which was aligned at right angles to the revetments. Assembly
marks, from which the total lengths of the series could be calculated, were noted; the
character of the carpentry indicates that many of the timbers had been reused. The
revetments are of oak, survived to a height of I m. and had possibly stood originally to
1.75 m. Immediately on their S. and not quite parallel lay a massive squared base-plate,
8.5 m. long and containing fifteen mortises. The associated features of the revetment
and its position suggest that a landing-stage for use by river craft existed at this point.
Finds temporarily in Henfield village museum; timbers in Weald and Downland
Open Air Museum, Singleton; final report to be published in Sussex Archaeol. Call.

H. FARMS AND SMALLER DOMESTIC ARCHITECTURE

ENGLAND
DEVON: Fieldwork by N. W. Alcock in the extreme N. of the county in Bratton

Fleming parish has revealed few early houses. Some houses of three-room and passage
plan have the third room in agricultural use, while two certain long-houses were found.
At Higher Kipscombe (SS 673397) the byre is still in use (partly reconstructed);
a two-centred stone porch arch indicates a medieval date. At Havestock, Higher Slade,
Ilfracombe (SS 507462), three slip vents of the byre remain.

YORKSHIRE, NORTH: SIMY FOLDS 2. See p. 150.

---, WEST (Yorkshire, W. Riding): CALVERLEY HALL (SE 207368). J. Sugden
and D. J. H. Michelmore recording for W. Yorkshire County Archaeological Unit
report that the site was probably the seat of the Scot family from the early r sth century,
but the earliest standing structure is a four-bay timber-framed solar wing of the 15th
century. This is of two stories, with cambered tie-beams having carved knee-braces to
the wall-posts. I t was originally heated by an external stone stack on its W. side topped
by an octagonal stone chimney. The roof has been rebuilt reusing medieval rafters. The
two W. bays of the six-bay stone hall were probably rebuilt in the post-medieval period,
masking its original relationship with the solar. Its roof, spanning c. 8.5 m., is of arched­
braced construction supported on hammer-beams. Two of its original two-light windows
survive; it was heated by a massive external stack on its N. side. On the opposite, W.,
side of the solar is a four-bay stone chapel or lesser hall. The roof is constructed in the
same way as that of the hall, but has a span of only c. 4.5 m. Two original two-light
windows and a piscina survive. This wing is at present divided centrally at first-floor
level by an openwork screen, which is probably connected with its use as a chapel in the
post-medieval period. The design of the roofs of the hall and chapel indicates that they
are contemporary and of the mid 15th century. In the angle between the N. end of the
chapel and the solar is a single-bay two-story chamber block of timber-framed
construction in the Pennine tradition.

---, --- (---, ---): ELLAND HALL (SE 106214). The timber
frame of the building was dismantled and recorded by R. Harris and D. J. H. Michel­
more and the site excavated by P. Mayes, all for W. Yorkshire County Archaeological
Unit. The earliest structure on the site was a large aisled hall, 12 by c. 14.5 m.; the
outer walls were earth-fast, but the internal aisle posts appear to have stood on stylobates,
a mixed form of construction not hitherto recorded. This structure was probably asso­
ciated with a kitchen on the E. The earliest part of the standing structure is a three-bay
solar wing, its S. gable overlooking and dominating Elland Bridge. Its roof was rebuilt in
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the rSth and rqt h centuries, reusing enoug h medieval roof timbers to permit a complete
reconstruction ( F IG. 13). T he closest parallels to th is roof, in which secondary rafters
were associated with a crown-post construction, are of the lat e rgth centu ry, but
cusping of internal trusses on the first floor suggests an early 14th-century date. It is
cer tainly the ea rliest surviving secular struct ure in the county. T he solar wing lay over
the E. bay of the early a isled hall and may be contemporary with a second aisled hall,
for which there was no archaeological evidence , but its timbers were reused in the post­
medieval hall. T his a isled hall had a common-rafter roof and passing braces. T he site
declined in impor tance after the murder of J ohn de Eland in 135 ' , and in the rfith
century the second aisled hall was demolished and replaced by a two-bay timber-framed
hall range with a large chamber on both ground and first floors, both of which were
subsequently heated by a large inserted stone stack. It s roof had common rafters and
single side-pur lins supported on ra ked queen-str uts. In the 17th cen tury a stone wing
was bu ilt against the E. side of the solar, destroying the la tter's stair turret. This wing
lay over a complex of ovens. The timber-framed wings of the hall were cased in stone
in the earl y rqth century, a tente r frame being reused as floor joists. Excava tion revealed
a corn-drying kiln W . of the site, which was associa ted with the footi ngs ofa three-bay
barn with cent ral threshing floor ; both belong to the la te 15th century.

--- , - - - (- - -, - - - ) : ROTHWELL MANOR (SE 324283). T he central
timber-framed bay of this building was dismantled by D. J. H . Michelmore for W .
Yorkshire County Archaeological Unit. T his was the W . end ofa house built as one of
the conditions of a lease of ' 487. T he accommodation consisted of a ground-floor
chamber with a door in its S. front , originally with a timber canopy over. A stair
against the W. gable origina lly gave access to the upper chamber , which was lit by an
oriel window in its S. front, which also had decora tive diagonal studding, and a fla t
window on the N. The plan is unusual and suggests a separate lodging, but interpre tati on
must await deta iled examination of the dismantled timbers. A two-bay cross-wing had
been built against the W. gable of the 1487 building ; this was of stone except where it
adjoined the earlier timber-framed bay and apart from its timber -framed gables. T he
rest of the 1487 house was probably destroyed by a brick cross-wing bu ilt in the la te t Sth
cen tury. T his incorporated a raft er from a scissor-braced roof which may have been part
of an earlier stone manor house probably demolished in 1487.

I. VILLAGES

SUMMARY OF TH E WO RK OF THE MEDIEVAL VI LLAGE RESEARCH GROUP I ~ ' 977
E. E. Dodd completed exa mination of the lay subsidy return s and hearth tax

material (E179) for Hampshire and Norfolk ; he has now begu n work on Somerset and
Stafford shire.

Air-photographs taken in 1974 and pa rt of 1975 by J . K. S. St J oseph hav e been
exam ined by M . E. Ewins and J. G. H urst. In general the weat her in t976-7 did not
favour aerial reconnaissance d uring win ter and early spring, when cond itions of oblique
sunlight prevailed . However , one sortie over the Yorkshire Wolds in very obliq ue light
gave excellent results a t twelve deser ted village sites. In the Vale of Glamorgan some
three or four groups of ear thworks of deserted village type were photographed. During
the summer a few settlements on the coast of Caithness, either par tly or tota lly deserted ,
were recorded. T hese probably re la te to the Highland Clearances.

Acceptance of a large nu mber of new sites in the county lists has ena bled a new
distribution map of deser ted medieval villages to be produced (by A. Nash and R . E.
Gla ssock}. T he Gro up continued to advise D.o.E. on prior ities on threa tened sites and
recommended excavations on Anglo-Saxon settlement sites and deser ted medi eval
villages.
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EJ./GLAND
CLOUCE STER SHIRE : EWEN (SU (05976). Excavation by R . Reece exposed twa more

r rth-cemury quarries and showed that the 'cott age' of c. 1200 was pa rt of a n i.-shaped
complex of farm buildings (cf. M tdieval A rchaeel., XVII (1973). 179 ). Finds to be deposited
in Ca rinium Museum, Cirencester.

SUR REY : A DDISGTOS fTQ 373624.). R. W. Savage for Croydo n Natural History
and Scientific Society con tinued excavating a medieval well a t Feathnbtd Lane to a
depth of 24.9 m. T he shaft measured 0.91 m. diam. (cf. M tdieval A rcMrol.• XXI ( '977),
257). of flint for the top 3 m. an d then du g in the solid chalk. Foot-holes were cut in
the chalk ; the shaft appeared to have been filled du ring the 13th or t4th century. Finds
in collections of the Society; publication in Prot. Croydon Nat. H ist . and Scim tific Sot .

SUSSEX, EAST: Bl'LLOCK DOWN (TV 573964.). P. L. Drewett for Sussex Archaeo­
logical Field Unit and D.o.E. completed excavation of the bu ilding terrace on the
medieval site at Kiln Combe . A rectangular flint-footed building contained an oven a nd
a hearth and was associa ted with four outbuildi ngs. All belong to the 15th century .
although occupation goes back to the 13th century .

VO RKSHlRE . S O RT H (Yorkshire, E. Riding): W HAR RA N PERCY. The twenty-eighth
season was under the general di rection ofJ. G. Hurst for the Medieval Village Research
Group and D.o.E. Excavati on took place on the Anglo-Saxon sett leme nt sites on the N.
a nd on Area 10 (p. t SO), N. and S. of the chu rch (p. 167). and round the pond (p. 187 f.).

t. Further field-walking and work on the parish survey were: d irec ted by C. Hay­
field. The work was grea tly assisted by air-photographs taken by A. Paciu o d uring the
exceptional crop-ma rk cond itions of the previous summer . They amp lified and ex­
pa nded knowledge of both the Romano-British settlements and the prehistoric estat e
boundari es in the N. part of the pa rish. Preliminary findings made in 1976 an d med ieval
manuring in the furth er extremeties of w ha rr am Percy township were stud ied in more
detail. D. B all analysing the township 's furlong boundaries produ ced a ridge-and­
furrow map . which suggests that almost the entire ' Void area of the township was
cultivated at some time during the medieval period .

2. On Area 10 (SE 858643), the first toft site that was fully excava ted, the cellar
of a stone manor house of the la te rath cent ury was identified. Origina lly regarded as a
first-floor hall , it has recen tly been re-interpreted as the remains of a camera block ,
which would have been attac hed to a hall and sur rou nded by other manorial bui ldings.
E. of the cellar a group of post-ho les migh t mark the position ofa ncillary buildings, but
no clear evidence was found ofa ha ll. In the hope of finding its positio n, a site SW. of the
cellar was excava ted by D. Andrews. It seems unlikely that in the la te medieval period
there were any bu ildings on the site. Human occupation near by was indica ted by man y
food bones and late medieval pottery. The site was pro bably used as a yard ,
contempor ary with two 15th-century houses near which it lay.

Beneath the la te medie val layers a quarry (or. perhaps, two) occup ied the grea ter
par t of the S. side of the site. Another lay NE. of it ; it is probable that much of the S.
and E. par ts of the site was occupied by a series ofquarries du g into eac h other. A sample
of carbonized grain taken for analysis may indicate the remains of some sort of oven.

A wall runn ing E. and W., revealed in the original excavat ions on Area to and
interpreted as a toft bounda ry contemporary wit h early 14th.cent ury peasan t houses.
lay just S. of the burnt layer. O nly the bottom courses. of tightly compacted medium­
sized chalk lumps, survived. The ground level S. of the toft seems to have been slightly
higher than that inside.

T he S. par t of the site was traversed by three almost pa rallel d itches. ru nning E. and
W. and up to 0.91 m. wide and 0.45 m. deep. They extend ed beyond the limits of the
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site, and had become filled gradually. In the N. pa rt of the site thir teen post-holes were
found, most of them rather less than 0. 30 m. diam. and dep th. As the site was limited
and they doub tless represent more than one phase of occupation, the post-holes did not
make any obvious sense. A shallow N. to S. slot , c. 0.60 m . wide, was cu t into the chalk.

Presumab ly the post-holes represent the ea rliest use of the site at the on ly time when
there were any buildings. The most southerly of the three dit ches had clearl y been
severed by the larger q uar ry, and the oven-like feat ure layover the filling of the second
qua rry . The large quantity of 13th-century pottery shows that there was int ensive
activity and occupation near by. Much of it, including that from the fillings of the
qua rries, presumably belongs to the period of the use of the manor house.

3. T he 1976 survey of the N. manorial earthworks (SE 858645) was checked;
additional features , especia lly the low scarps discer nible on oblique air-photographs,
were added. An interpre ta tion pla n of the earthworks was prepared . T he N. manor was
shown by pottery to have been at its most flourishing in the r at h and 13th cen turies
with li ttle extens ion into the 14th century, a much earlier finishing date than ha d
previously been supposed.

J. OTHER SITES
ENGLAND

CAMBRIDGESHI RE: DRY DRAYTON (T L 395630). T he glass beaker described by D. B.
Hard en (p. 6) was discovered d uring improveme nts to the A604. A. Taylor for
Cambridgeshire Archaeological Committee excavated twelve skeletons without grave­
goods. T he nature and siting of the burials at a cross-roads and parish boundary suggest
tha t they were more likely to belong to a medieval gallows than to an early Saxo n
cemetery. An 1808 map refers to a neighbouring field as 'Galley Fido' . Publica tion
in Proc. Cambridge Antiq. Soc.

DE RB YSHI RE: HAT HERSA GE , CAM P GREEN (SK 235818). Excavation by R . A.
Hodges for Department of Prehistory and Archaeo logy, University of Sheffield , revealed
tha t a 19th-century barn had removed all medieval fea tures in the centre of the ring­
work. A sect ion through the rampart and down to the ditch found remains of a d ump
rampart with vestiges of a dry-stone wall on top, revet ted by anot her dry-stone wall a t its
rear. T he first ditch was probably quite shallow and flat-bo ttomed ; this was recut,
probably to a v-shape. In the la test silt ing of the secondary di tch was a tgth-century
sherd.

DEVON: DUN KESWELL (ST 141077). Excavation ofan oval enclosure by R. Silvester
for Devon Committee for Rescue Archaeology revealed a ditch, 2 m. dee p, an eroded
bank which sealed a level containing med ieval po ttery, and wall foundations in th e
interior. Finds consist ent irely of pottery, mai nly rgth-cent ury coa rse wares with a
few sherds of local glazed ware and a N. French j ug. T he func tion of the enclosu re is at
present uncertain.

K . I NDU ST RIAL SITES
Ceramics
ENGLAND

SUR REY : KINGST ON UP O N T HAME S (T Q 181692). D. A. Hin ton excavating for
Ki ngston on T hames M useum and D.o.E. on Eden Walk (cf M edieval Archaeol., XXI

(1977),247) recovered much po tte ry of Surrey white-ware type similar to that from the
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kiln excav a ted in 1968 in Eden Street . Several pits con ta ined waster she rds, a nd part
of a probable kiln lay only partly within the area of modern developmen t, so tha t th e
rest of it may be int act. See also pp. 149, 177.

YORKSiIIRE , WEST (Yorkshire, W. R idi ng): SHA DW ELL (SE 343396). A late
medieval po ttery-kiln was excava ted by J. Ie Patou rel for Extra-Mural Depa rtment,
U niversity of Leeds. T he three-Hued circular kiln me asured 2 m. diam . with ston e wall s
surv iving up to 1.2 m. It had been sunk into the ground with the base of kiln and flues
cut into bed rock. Clay for the dome had been liberally m ixed with straw, and it was
wood-fired . H ea vily gr itted j ugs and bowl s, usuall y pa rtly glazed in da rk brown and
green, and cooking-pots were prod uced , together with a few lobed cups in finer clay.
Finds to be deposited in Leeds City Museum.

Lea/fur

ENGLAND
CUMBRIA ; CARLISLE. See p. 173.

M etals : Iron

ENGLAND
NO R FO LK; NORW ICH. See p. 177.

SUSSEX , EAST: MAY NARDS GATE, JA RV IS BROOK (TQ 538297). M embers of the
Wealden Iron Research Group excavated three bloomery furnac es associa ted with
ea rly medie val po ttery. Pr elimina ry repor t in W ealden Iron (Bulle tin of W.I.R.G. ),
no . 12 (1977) .

---, - - - : ROTHERFIE LD, P IPING WOOD (TQ 509 278). M emb ers of the
Wealde n I ron R esearch Group sect ioned a bloomery slag hea p conta ining la te med ieva l
pottery. In adj acent fields are house plat forms a nd a sca tte r of early m ed ieval sherds.

--- , W EST: STEYN ING . See p. 177.

M ills and Dams
ENGLA ND

YO RK SH IRE, ~ORTIl (Yorkshire, E. Riding) : W HA R RA M PERC Y (SE8S864 1). T he
sixt h season on the pond close site wa s d irected by C. Treen (cf. M edieval Archaeol.,
XX I (1977), 262). T he W. par t of the site was exca vated down to na tu ral chalk. A la nd­
slip had forced the cha lk valley-side ea stwards towards th e cla y va lley bottom , producing
significa nt changes in the stra tig ra phy of the natural ch alk . T he resulting pro trusion of
chalk had been used as the W. end of the dam ; a la te Saxon type of loom-weigh t was
found in the dam la yers a bu tting it. The la yers a t th is point had built up on a level
ch alk pebble terra ce, approxima tely 3 m. wide E. to W. Pieces of wood (stakes?),
0. 15 m. dia m., were found in a waterlogged layer im media tely above th e terrace. Soil
samples containing carbonized gra in were dated m idd le Sax on by radiocarbon a nalysis.

At th e SW . end of the site a cons iderable tumble of la te 12th-ce ntury sa ndstone
ashlar with diagonal tooling was revealed ; it is iden tical with ashla r fro m the camera
on Area 10 (p. 150) and the S. aisle a nd a pse of th e church . A piece of one of the sand­
stone blocks, 20 by 20 by 19 em ., was inc ised with a Nine Men' s M orris grid . There
were also rough ly squared cha lk blocks, together with sherds of very high quality lat e
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12th and early 13th-century types. A large fragment of a mill stone is provisionall y
identified as a portion of a bottom stone, c. r m. diam., with a mortise hole in the lower
surface ; the material appears to be a coarse sandstone. As yet no structures have been
found .

T he possibility of a leet lead ing to a mill site on the W. end of the dam in the upper
po nd area was investigated.

See also pp. 150, 167, 185 f.
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