
The Viking-age silver and gold hoards of
Scandinavian character from Scotland

by J A Graham-Campbell

Recent research on the Viking Age in Scotland has centred on the excavation of settlement-
sites in the Northern and Western Isles, but with work on certain major sites still in progress,
and with others as yet unpublished, it would be premature to attempt a new survey in this field.
Indeed, before new work of synthesis is undertaken much needs to be done to complete the study
of the material which is already in museums, or which is lost but known from old publications
and manuscript sources. Some such work has been on Norse graves in Scotland (Thorsteinsson
1968), although there has been no general survey of this evidence since Shetelig 1945 (reprinted,
with additions, in VA VI, 65-1II).1 The situation as regards Norse hoards of silver and gold
objects is one of even greater neglect, except for detailed studies of their coin contents by Dolley
(1966) and Stevenson (1966). Their excellent numismatic studies have led perhaps to a one-sided
picture of this evidence since the coins themselves represent only a small proportion by weight
of the surviving silver from Viking-age Scotland. No survey of the non-numismatic contents
of the hoards has been published, although much of the material has been listed, notably by
Anderson (1874, 574-86) and by Grieg in 1925 (although not published until 1940 in VA II,
107-42). More detailed publication has been confined to certain objects of particular importance,
such as the Skaill 'thistle-brooches', which have from time to time been selected for individual
discussion.

The appendices to this paper list the hoards and single-finds of gold and silver objects of
Scandinavian character at present known from Scotland (Appendices A-C).2 These hand-lists
form the factual basis for a general review of the evidence in the light of a similar recent survey
of the Irish material (Graham-Campbell 1976). It is a preliminary study in a field in which further
advances will certainly be made at such time when the hoards are properly catalogued, and the
silver analysis programme of the National Museum of Antiquities of Scotland is completed.

Thirty-one Viking-age hoards of Scandinavian character, or which contain Scandinavian
elements, are discussed. Hoards which have been excluded, although most probably deposited
in the 9th century, include three native (i.e. Pictish) hoards: St Ninian's Isle, Shetland; Rogart,
Sutherland; and from near Perth (Appendix B). These hoards lack the rings, ingots and/or
hack-silver which characterise Scandinavian-type hoards.3 Six hoards of copper stycas (Appendix
A) have also been excluded on the grounds that they contain no precious metal. Such stycas
were the domestic currency of the kingdom of Northumbria during the mid-9th century and were
thus likely to have circulated in S Scotland, unrelated to Norse activities (Dolley 1966, 22-3).
If, however, these other two categories of hoards are taken into account, the total number of
coin-hoards and hoards of precious metal from Scotland, known from the 9th to 12th centuries,
now stands (1976) at forty.
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Distribution
All but three of the thirty-one hoards listed in Appendices A and B are sufficiently well

provenanced to be plotted on a distribution-map (fig 1); one of the remaining three is known to
be from the Hebrides. The overall distribution is essentially northern and western and, as such,
reinforces the known distribution of Norse settlement in Scotland as it has been established from
the evidence of place-names4 and graves.5 Within this distribution there is a noticeable concen-
tration in Orkney of five hoards which includes both of the two largest from Scotland (Skaill
and Burray).

There are seven hoards which fall outside the main pattern and which therefore require
some comment. The 9th-century hoard from Croy, Inverness-shire,6 is strictly a native (in this
case, Pictish) hoard, but it is included here because it contains both silver coins and a possible
Scandinavian object in the form of a silver chain. The hoard from Talnotrie, Kirkcudbrightshire,
is also most probably a native hoard, but it too contains imported silver coins, including kufic
fragments.

There are two hoards from SE Scotland which are both considered to have been deposited
c AD 1025; one from Jedburgh, Roxburghshire, and the other from Lindores, Fife. Since they
both date from the reign of Cnut, it has been suggested (Dolley 1966, 15, 37, 40) that they are to
be associated with Cnut's Anglo-Norwegian activities rather than with those of the Norse of
N and W Scotland. There are in addition from the SE a styca hoard from Jedburgh (not mapped,
see Appendix A) and a nebulous 10th-century coin-hoard from Cockburnspath, Berwickshire.
Duncan considers that this group of hoards suggests that Jedburgh 'was an important centre of
exchange on a route from Northumbria to Lothian' (1975, 464).

The final hoard from this area is in marked contrast with the others of the group, being a
coinless hoard of purely Norse type from Gordon, Berwickshire. Its presence inland in SE
Scotland is at first sight remarkable, although its deposition might be linked to other possible
evidence for occasional Norse activity down the E coast of Scotland - for example, the various
finds supposedly from Perthshire of a pair of oval brooches, a sword, and a Gotlandic brooch
(VA VI, 238).7 It is, however, suggested below that the Gordon hoard shows Hiberno-Norse
connections and was most probably deposited during the first half of the 10th century. It is
possible therefore that its deposition was connected with the plundering of Lowland Scotland by
Ivarr and his kinsmen during the year after their expulsion from Dublin in AD 902 (Smyth 1975,
63), or with the slightly later activities of Ragnall (ibid, 77, 94ff).

The one remaining E coast hoard is from Tarbat, Ross-shire,8 in the Dornoch Firth area
which is marked out by a small group of Norse burials (VA II, 15-18), and by Scandinavian
place-name elements (MacNeill and Nicholson 1975, maps 6, c-d), as the apparent SE limit of
Norse settlement on the mainland.

Chronology
The numismatic studies of Dolley (1966) and Stevenson (1966) have provided probable

deposition dates for the coin-hoards. In so doing they have provided a firm chronological frame-
work for the study of these same hoards' non-numismatic contents, which may also be extended
to the coinless hoards. Their results have been plotted on fig 2 which demonstrates the chronology
of the deposition of silver coin-hoards in Scotland during the 9th to 12th centuries, with that of
the Irish hoards added for comparison. Twenty-one Scottish hoards are sufficiently well-dated to
be included (as against sixty-nine from Ireland). The comparison between the Scottish and Irish
coin-hoards presented in fig 2 brings out three points. Firstly, and most clearly, there are far
fewer such hoards from Scotland than there are from Ireland. Secondly, the deposition patterns
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FIG 1 Map of the Viking-age silver and gold hoards of Scandinavian character from Scotland



GRAHAM-CAMPBELL: VIKING-AGE SILVER AND GOLD HOARDS FROM SCOTLAND 117

are broadly similar in that the main concentration of hoards derives from the mid-lOth to early
llth centuries. Thirdly, Scotland lacks the llth- and early 12th-century hoards which indicate
the continuing prosperity of Ireland during that period.

For ease of discussion, the Scottish coin-hoards will be taken as falling into three phases.
Phase I consists of the two 9th-century hoards, whilst Phase II embraces those of the 10th to
mid-llth centuries. Phase III consists of the single 12th-century coin-hoard.

IRELAND
Number of
hoards

IO-

8OO

SCOTLAND
Number of
hoards

85O 90O 95O IOOO IO50 IIOO 11 SO A.D.

8OO 85O 90O 95O IOOO IOSO IIOO

FIG 2 Deposition of silver coin-hoards of Scotland and Ireland, by decades (c 800-1170)

1150 A.D.

Phase I coin-hoards (9th century)
The two Phase I coin-hoards from Scotland will not be discussed in detail in the present

study since neither is of essentially Scandinavian character, although they both contain elements
which seem to reflect the presence and activities of the Norse in Scotland.

The earliest coin-hoard known from Viking-age Scotland is that from Croy, Inverness-shire,
which consists of two parcels recovered on different occasions (1875/76) by different finders
(Ross 1886). Despite this fact, it is generally accepted that only one hoard is involved, although
it is likely that it was not recovered in its entirety. Furthermore, one silver coin is known to have
perished, as also perhaps one brooch. The two surviving silver coins are Anglo-Saxon pennies,
both perforated for use as ornaments, identified by Blunt (in Small, Thomas and Wilson 1973, 82)
as 'an early coin of Coenwulf (dated 796-805) and a coin of ^Ethelwulf (dated 843-8)'. All that
can be said is that the hoard could not have been deposited before about AD 850.

The hoard contains the remains of three Pictish penannular brooches, a number of beads,
a bronze balance-beam, and part of a silver chain. The chain is manufactured in the Trichinoply
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technique (Wilson and Blunt 1961, 93) and represents the possible Norse element in this hoard
since similar chains have been found in the hoard from Cuerdale, Lancashire (Hawkins 1847,
fig 84), deposited c AD 903, in the hoard from Skaill, Orkney (VA II, fig 60), deposited c AD 950,
in the 9th-century Ballinaby grave 2, Islay (VA II, fig 18), and in the Inchkenneth hoard, deposited
c AD 1000; but the presence of such a chain, in the form of a scourge, in the hoard from Trewhiddle,
Cornwall (Wilson and Blunt 1961, 84, 92-3, pi xxvi, a), deposited c AD 875, raises the possibility
that such chains found in insular contexts might be of Anglo-Saxon manufacture. Analysis of
the Croy chain shows that it has a silver content of about 95 % which is similar to that of the finest
9th-century Norse and Anglo-Saxon objects (including the Ballinaby chain), but which is
considerably greater than that of the Pictish silver of the period.9

The presence of a bronze balance-beam in the Croy hoard lends weight to the suggestion
that it might have been a native jeweller's hoard (Small, Thomas and Wilson 1973, 82). This
may also be the explanation of the only other 9th-century coin-hoard from Scotland - from
Talnotrie, Kirkcudbrightshire, deposited c AD 875 - which includes amongst its surviving contents
a bronze ornamented lead scale-weight (Maxwell 1912, fig 1; Thompson 1956, pi xxi, c6).10

As with the Croy hoard, it is unlikely that the whole of the Talnotrie hoard was recovered,
or has survived, since it was first noticed in cut peats which were being placed upon a hearth.
'A little mass of molten silver' preserved with the find may be the result of an object having been
in the fire on this occasion (Maxwell 1912, 12). The finest objects are a pair of dis&headed pins
and a strap-end, all of Anglo-Saxon manufacture, and a plain gold finger-ring. Other objects
include three claystone spindle-whorls, a circular piece of jet or lignite (perforated), a rough
agate and part of a cake of wax.11 It is not a hoard of hack-silver (as defined in note 3), although
described as such by Laing (1975, 202) who also argues (ibid, 48) that the globular pin-head of
bronze (Maxwell 1912, fig 2; Thompson 1956, pi xxi, c5) is of Scandinavian type. This identifi-
cation is based on the supposed parallel of the silver pin from Ballinaby grave 2, Islay (VA II,
fig 18), of which the pin-head appears to be a re-used silver bead of well-known Scandinavian
Viking-age type (cp Stenberger 1947, pi 259, 7; see also Waterman 1948, 183). It differs both in
material and in design from the Talnotrie pin-head. The Talnotrie example is divided into
quadrants in a manner unparalleled on Scandinavian beads and has had settings (one of which
survives) at the intersections of the dividing ridges, a feature also unparalleled in Scandinavia.
These factors combine to suggest an insular origin for this piece. The hoard contains twelve coins
which include two cut fragments of a kufic dirham, and a cut fragment of a Prankish denier.
It is these fragments which are likely to have passed through Scandinavian hands to have reached
their final owner.

This small number of 9th-century silver coin-hoards from Scotland may be explained in
part by the fact that neither the Norse, nor the Picts, nor the Scots had coin-using economies
at that period. Such coin as may have found its way to Scotland would most likely have been
melted down for conversion into ornaments. On the other hand, few of the coinless hoards and
single-finds (see below) seem to have been deposited during the 9th century, suggesting that little
silver was in fact in circulation.

Phase II silver coin-hoards (early 10th century)
There are three coin-hoards from Scotland which were deposited during the first half of

the 10th century. That from St Helen's, Cockburnspath, Berwickshire, was concealed perhaps
about AD 935, but it is a poorly documented 19th-century find. It is described as having contained
'an ancient rosary', but its material is not specified. Such an article is improbable at that date,
and so it should perhaps be reinterpreted as part of a necklace. Four Anglo-Saxon coins with a
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distinctive black patina, found before 1852, constitute a hoard of unknown provenance, deposited
perhaps about AD 940, of which no records survive.

The earliest Norse hoard from Scotland of true Scandinavian type was found on Skye in
1891, on the beach below the Storr Rock, near Portree. This is the hoard listed under 'Portree'
by Thompson (1956, no. 312), and under 'Trotternish' by both Dolley (1966, no. 80) and Stevenson
(1966, xxiii). Since the Storr Rock is some eight miles from Portree, and since Trotternish is the
entire peninsula, the more specific usage of 'Storr Rock' for its location would seem preferable
(as VAll, 113).

Amongst the 110 coins from the Storr Rock hoard, which date its deposition to c AD 935,
are eighteen whole or fragmentary dirhams. In addition there are twenty-three pieces of hack-
silver of which no detailed study has been made. These include fifteen ingot fragments (Thompson
1956, pi xvi, el, e2) and three other plain fragments (ibid, pi xvi, el).12 A flat fragment with ring-
stamped ornament (VA II, 113, c; Thompson 1956, pi xvi, el) is probably from the terminal-
plate of a neck-ring (as Rygh 1885, no. 703), whereas the other flat fragment with stamped
ornament (VA II, 113, d; Thompson 1956, pi xvi, e2) is from an arm-ring (similar to Hawkins
1847, fig 32). The large rod fragment with a 'corded' appearance (Thompson 1956, pi xvi, e3)
is not from a piece of 'ring-money' (as VA II, 113, a) since this is always plain (see below), but
is from a spiral-ring of Baltic origin (Stenberger 1958, 123-34). This is the only fragment of such
a spiral-ring known from Scotland, although examples are present in a number of early hoards
from England and Ireland.13

The two remaining pieces of hack-silver in the Storr Rock hoard are both terminal fragments
from penannular brooches (pi 11 a). That of sub-rectangular section with stamped ornament on
its upper face (VA II, 113, e; Thompson 1956, pi xvi, e2) belongs to Stenberger's 'Ring-pin Type I'
(1958, fig 5) which is discussed below, in the context of a complete example from the Skaill hoard
(pi lib). The flat terminal fragment with incised ornament and an applied boss (VA II, 113, b;
Thompson 1956, pi xvi, e3) is from a bossed brooch of Johansen's sub-group A (1973, 120,
A17c, fig 48d) of Irish origin.14 This is the latest example of a bossed brooch from a coin-dated
hoard (Graham-Campbell 1976, fig 3). Its presence in the Storr Rock hoard, in combination with
ingots, a spiral-ring fragment and dirhams, means that this hoard shares many features with those
deposited in the Irish Sea area during the late 9th/early 10th century.15 It has a marked Hiberno-
Norse aspect and must reflect the close connections between the Norse settlements of Scotland
and Ireland at this period.

Phase II: the Skaill (Orkney) hoard
The hoard from Skaill, Orkney (deposited c AD 950) is by far the largest Scandinavian-type

silver hoard from Scotland.16 The first finds from the hoard were made by a boy, in 1858, at the
mouth of a rabbit-hole; soon after a group of people dug at the hole and the silver then discovered
was dispersed amongst them.17 'Owing to the prompt and zealous exertions of Mr George
Petrie . . . the whole was recovered for the Exchequer as treasure trove, and ultimately deposited
in the Museum' (Anderson 1874, 575-6). That recovery was not then total is clear, not only from
Petrie papers preserved in the library of the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland,18 but also from
the fact that eight objects from this hoard have been acquired by the National Museum of
Antiquities during this century.19 Petrie recovered a total of sixteen pounds of silver (Proc Soc
Antiq Scot, 3 (1857-60), 249) so that the hoard certainly weighed well over seven kilograms and
must have been of the order of eight. A weight of about eight kilograms means that the Skaill
hoard issimilarin size to the largest Viking-age silver hoards from Scandinavia (Sawyer 1971,87).20

The Skaill hoard consists almost entirely of objects other than coins, of which there are only
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twenty-one representing less than 0-4 % of the hoard by weight of silver. Nineteen of these are
dirhams, none being later than one of al-Mustakfl (AD 946-4). This factor, together with the
absence of any of the very common Eadred coins (from AD 946 onwards), suggests that the hoard
is unlikely to have been buried much after AD 950.21

This dating is of particular importance to students of Viking art (Wilson and Klindt-Jensen
1966,115-16,118; Jansson 1969) since two complete 'thistle-brooches' (pi 1 Ic) have their terminals
and pin-heads, together with one further terminal, ornamented with what Arbman (1962, 139)
has described as typical 'insular Jellinge style'; new drawings have been prepared (fig 3). The
best parallels for this animal ornament are found on some of the Manx crosses, particularly
those from Kirk Braddan (Wilson and Klindt-Jensen 1966, figs 52 and 55) which Arbman (1962,

FIG 3 Ornament from penannular brooches in the Skaill (Orkney) hoard (left: brooch IL 1; top right: terminal
IL 5; bottom right: brooch IL 7). Scale 1 :1



GRAHAM-CAMPBELL: VIKING-AGE SILVER AND GOLD HOARDS FROM SCOTLAND I 121

139) also considered to be of 'clearly Jellinge style'. Wilson, however, considers the Braddan
crosses to be fine examples of his ensuing Mammen style (Wilson and Klindt-Jensen 1966, 112;
Wilson 1970, 11-14), whilst maintaining that the Skaill brooches display 'a highly developed
Jellinge style . . . verging on the Mammen style' (Wilson and Klindt-Jensen 1966, 115).

It is worth emphasising just how many Mammen characteristics are present in the ornament
of the Skaill brooches (fig 3). The animals, and bird (NMAS cat no. IL 1: pin-head), all have
their heads thrown back and the shell-spiral hips which are classic Mammen features; this same
spiral recurs in the semi-foliate interlace which exists in profusion around their bodies in true
Mammen fashion. The fleshy tendrils seen particularly on the separate terminal (IL 5) are again
a classic element of the Mammen style. All these features may be seen in the ornament of the
Mammen axe itself (Wilson and Klindt-Jensen 1966, pis lii-liii), where one can also find the semi-
circular indentations of certain contours which occur in the ornament of the right-hand terminal
of brooch IL 1. Only the distinctive pelleting of the true Mammen style is absent, and even this
appears in a rudimentary form on the body of the animal on the left-hand terminal of IL 1.
The Jellinge/Mammen style of the Skaill brooches suggests that the Braddan crosses cannot be
far removed from them in date. The ornament of the brooches is seemingly all from the hand
of one man.22 it is probable that he worked or was trained in the Irish Sea area for, apart from
the stylistic parallels with the Manx crosses, it is that area which is the main focus of insular
'thistle-brooch' finds. The Skaill hoard provides the single largest concentration of such brooches
and fragments (a minimum of sixteen being represented), but it need not follow that they were
made in Scotland. Indeed, there is only one other silver 'thistle-brooch' known from Scotland -
a single-find from Gulberwick, Shetland (Appendix C).

The inventory of the Skaill hoard runs to over one hundred items, including many fine
examples of typical Scandinavian neck-rings and arm-rings; other objects include pins, ingots
and assorted hack-silver. To deal with the variety and quality of this material would require a
paper in itself, but it is necessary here to draw attention to the presence of thirty-six complete and
fragmentary examples of plain penannular arm-rings of a type generally known as 'ring-money'
(VA II, fig 59; Thompson 1956, pi xx, 2), which are discussed below.

The other problem chosen for discussion here in connection with the Skaill hoard concerns
the brooch (pi lib) of Stenberger's 'Ring-pin Type I', already referred to in relation to the
fragment from the Storr Rock hoard (pi lla). The hoop of a second such brooch is also present
in the hoard, although provided with the pin of a 'thistle-brooch' (Anderson 1874, 580). Sten-
berger (1958, 74-6) demonstrated that this type occurs in Gotland in late 10th-century hoards
and believed it to be of E Swedish origin. These examples from coin-dated hoards in Scotland
indicate that the type was in existence in the western Viking world as early as the second quarter
of the 10th century. Stenberger also overlooked certain Norwegian examples, including another
early brooch from the Voie, Aust-Agder hoard which was deposited c AD 930 (Greig 1929, 204;
Skaare 1976, no. 62); there is a particularly fine example from the coinless hoard from Lillestue,
Hedmark (Grieg 1929, 232). The type can now be seen to be a Norse development of the earlier
10th century, for which the fashion spread from Norway to Sweden and Gotland. It is a type
seemingly influenced by 10th-century insular brooch fashions, as adopted by the Norse settlers,
in displaying a preference for the use of pins of far greater length than the diameters of the hoops
of the brooches.

Phase II silver coin-hoards {late lOthjearly llth centuries')
The fifty-year period from c AD 975 to c 1025 saw the deposition of the bulk of the known

Viking-age coin-hoards of Scotland - thirteen in all. Two of these (Kilmartin, Argyllshire; North


