
 

Ray Cachart/DPB/JT02  14/5/10 

 

 
 
 

Archaeological Watching Brief on Topsoil Strip 
and Excavation for House Extension 
The Gardens, Delvine, Spittalfield 

PERTH & KINROSS 

JT02 
 

Alder Archaeology Ltd 
55 SOUTH METHVEN STREET 
PERTH PH1 5NX 
Tel: 01738 622393 
Fax: 01738 631626 
Director@AlderArchaeology.co.uk 
 



The Gardens, Delvine, Spittalfield 
 Archaeological Watching Brief 

Alder Archaeology Ltd  
Page i 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL WATCHING BRIEF 

ON TOPSOIL STRIP AND EXCAVATION 

FOR HOUSE EXTENSION 
THE GARDENS, DELVINE, 

SPITTALFIELD 
PERTH AND KINROSS 

JT02 

1 Background ...................................................................................................... 1 

2 Details of Work ................................................................................................ 1 

3 Interpretation ................................................................................................... 3 

4 Conclusions and Recommendations ................................................................ 4 

5 References ........................................................................................................ 4 

Appendix 1 Context Register ............................................................................................... 5 

Appendix 2 Photographic Register ..................................................................................... 5 

Appendix 3 Drawing Register ............................................................................................. 6 

Appendix 4 Finds Register .................................................................................................. 6 

Appendix 5 Discovery & Excavation in Scotland Entry ..................................................... 8 

Appendix 6 Standard Terms of Reference for all fieldwork .............................................. 10 
 

 

 

Illustration 1: Site location plan 
Illustration 2: Plan of Excavated Area 
 

Author Ray Cachart 
Illustrator Tamlin Barton MA 
Editor David P Bowler BA(Hons), MPhil, FSA Scot, MIfA 



The Gardens, Delvine, Spittalfield 
 Archaeological Watching Brief 

Alder Archaeology Ltd  
Page ii 

ABSTRACT 

Alder Archaeology was commissioned by Alistair Gemmell to undertake an archaeological 
watching brief on topsoil stripping and excavation required for a house extension at The 
Gardens, Delvine, Spittalfield.  The work, Alder site code JT02, was carried out 7th April 
2010.  The site centred on  NGR NO 12890 39415 is located within the defensive outworks of 
the Roman Fortress of Inchtuthil  and covers an area of 96m².  Along with modern pottery a 
few sherds of late medieval/post-medieval pottery and three sherds of probable Roman 
pottery were recovered from garden deposits.  Cuts in the subsoil/natural revealed recent 
working as part of a garden vegetable plot.  A stone floor or surface was found that was tied 
into the foundation of the house wall and was considered to be a stance for an outside tap.   
Although some medieval and Roman pottery sherds were found no discrete features or 
deposits relating to these periods or any other period, apart from modern, were found.  No 
further archaeological work is required on the site. 
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1 Background 

1.1 Introduction 

Alistair Gemmell commissioned Alder Archaeology to undertake an archaeological 
watching brief on the site of a house extension at The Gardens, Delvine, Spittalfield.  
The development area was 96m² in size located on the SW side of the existing house, 
centred on NGR NO 12890 39415.  The work (site code JT02) was undertaken on 7th 
April 2010 in good weather conditions.     

The work was designed to satisfy the archaeological condition on development 
application reference 09/01012/FUL.  

1.2 Aims and Objectives 

The main aim of the watching brief was to monitor the excavation of the footprint for 
the new build and to record the presence/absence, date, character and quality of any 
archaeological remains surviving within the development area.  The site was deemed to 
be of particular archaeological interest as it lay within the area of defensive outworks 
for the Roman Fortress of Inchtuthil.    The results of this investigation will be used to 
inform future mitigation strategies for any further development that may arise within 
the immediate area.  

1.3 Reporting 

The present document has been prepared as the final report on this watching brief. 
Copies will be sent to the client, The Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical 
Monuments of Scotland and Perth and Kinross Historic Environment Record.  

1.4 Planning and Curatorial Issues 

This watching brief was the final part of a programme of archaeological work designed 
to satisfy the outstanding archaeological condition on the planning consent (planning 
application 09/01012/FUL) for this development.  Terms of Reference for the project 
were provided by Perth and Kinross Heritage Trust and a Written Scheme of 
Investigation was supplied by Alder Archaeology.  

1.5 Acknowledgements 

We wish to thank Alistair Gemmell of Delvine Gardens and Sarah Winlow of Perth and 
Kinross Heritage Trust for their assistance and guidance throughout this project.   

2 Details of Work  

2.1 The Site (Illus 1 and 2) 

The site is located within the garden area adjoining the SW side of the house at Delvine 
Gardens and measured 11.80m E-W and 8m N-S.  At the time of monitoring the slabs 
of a patio 7m wide on the W side of the site had been removed.  The imprint of an 
earlier brick wall at 90º to the house gable end could be seen 5m to the W of E end of 
the house.  The remainder of the site was grass.  The W edge of the site was bounded 
by a retaining wall against sloping ground to the NW.   
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2.2 Archaeological Potential 

Delvine Gardens are located to the south of the Inchtuthil Plateau and the village of 
Spittalfield.  The site is accessed from the junction of the A984 and B947 to the east of 
Spittalfield.  The total area impacted upon by the development is approximately 96m². 

Inchtuthil is a nationally significant archaeological site and one of only four legionary 
fortresses dating to the 1st century AD.  The majority of the plateau is protected as 
Scheduled Monument (SM 1606) as not only the Fortress is located here, but a suite of 
military installations, compounds, a bath-house and training camps plus an Iron Age 
fort and early medieval barrows. 

The development site is located on the southern approach to the Inchtuthil plateau, to 
the SE of a cutting that provides access to the plateau, the fortress eastern gate and the 
central axis or Via Principalis.  It is unknown whether this cutting was created or 
modified by the Roman Army, as has occurred at Innerpeffray to the east of Strageath 
fort. 

Although it lies outside the fortress, the development site lies within a defensive 
outwork identified by J K St Joseph. 

 

2.3 Archaeological Method 

The topsoil stripping and excavation was done in spits in a controlled manner using a 
mini-digger with a smooth bladed ditching bucket under constant archaeological 
supervision.  Archaeological features were hand cleaned and recorded.  A limited 
amount of pottery and glass was recovered and retained from the garden soil deposits. 

 

2.4 Results of Investigations (Illus 3) 

 
The topsoiling and excavation of the site for the new build revealed that the gravel 
bedding, (01) for the former patio slabs was 0.14m deep and overlay truncated topsoil 
in the S part of the patio area,  On the grass area to the E of the patio gravel, turf (02) 
was 0.16m thick and overlay black topsoil (03), 0.14-0.40m thick.  Among modern 
pottery and glass recovered from this layer were two sherds of medieval/post medieval 
pottery and three small, abraded sherds of pottery that were considered to be possibly 
Roman. 

Below the patio gravel a sloping linear cut (06), 0.09m in height and aligned NW-SE, 
had been made into the natural gravel.  This cut represented the N edge of a cultivation 
bed.  The cultivation deposit (05) within the bed comprised topsoil (03) with a bottom 
layer of mixed topsoil and subsoil, 0.03m thick.   Along with modern sherds one sherd 
of medieval pottery was found in deposit (05).  Another cut (07) had been made 2m to 
the S of cut (06) and contained the same cultivation soil fill.  Continued excavation of 
the topsoil/ cultivation soil down to the natural gravels revealed that it increased in 
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depth in a SE direction being 0.50m in depth at the S edge of the site, this showed that 
the natural gravels sloped down slightly to the SE.  In the SE corner of the site was an 
area of recent disturbance containing modern pottery where excavation stopped at a 
depth of 0.50m. 

Of interest was a stone floor or surface (08) of irregular shaped slabs which was 
mortared into the house foundation wall, located 2m to the W of the E end of the house.  
Protruding from the house wall above this feature was the stub of a cut off lead water 
pipe which may indicate that the slabs had been a stance for an outside tap.  On the wall 
at the W side of (08) was the outline of a former abutting wall, the foundation course of 
which could be seen as brick fragments (09) extending in a southerly direction at a right 
angle to the house wall. 

 

3 Interpretation 

3.1 The excavation for the new build revealed that natural silts and gravels sloped gently 
down to the SE and were quite near to the surface close to the house wall.  Recent 
cultivation had taken place resulting in cuts bottoming into the natural deposits with 
cultivation soil containing abundant modern pottery sherds and occasional, medieval 
and possible Roman pottery sherds.   A stance for an outside water tap was uncovered 
against the wall of the house.   

3.2 Although Roman and medieval and pottery was found in the cultivation soil indicating 
an onsite presence during these periods no discrete features or deposits relating these 
periods were identified.  The Roman pottery was no doubt incorporated into the soil by 
breakage and scattering emanating from the military use of the land alone and not by 
agricultural manuring.  During the Medieval period manuring and working of the soil 
would have taken place which would have incorporated and further mixed the Roman 
pottery into the soil.  Working of the soil continued virtually up to the present day 
resulting in a mix of Roman, medieval and modern pottery.       
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4 Conclusions and Recommendations 

4.1 Topsoiling and excavation over the footprint of the new build at Delvine Gardens found 
that the topsoil contained possible evidence of Roman occupation and medieval through 
to modern working of the soil in the form of pottery sherds and other (modern) finds.  
No discrete features were found that related to any former occupation or working of the 
soil apart from modern cuts in the garden soil for vegetable beds.  

4.2 Alder Archaeology recommends that no further archaeological work is required on this 
site as the new build footprint has been excavated down to natural gravel/sandy silt 
deposits without finding any significant archaeological features or deposits.  The final 
decision with regard to the requirement for further work rests with Perth and Kinross 
Heritage Trust. 
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Appendix 1 Context Register 

No: Description Phase 

01 Deposit, gravel, levelling for garden patio slabs, 0.14m thick, in  NW side of site, 
over remains of topsoil (03)and natural gravel (04), measuring approximately 7 X 
8m 

 

02 Turf. 0.16m thick over topsoil (03) on E part of site  

03 Topsoil, black loam, 0.14-0.40m thick, thicker towards SE corner of site at 0.50m  

04 Deposit, natural, gravel, small stone, sand and silt; in patio area excavated to depth 
of 0.40m to varifiy  

 

05 Deposit garden soil/cultivation soil, fill of cut 06 below 03, mix of subsoil and 
topsoil, shallow only 0.03m thick, appears to be result of double digging, contians 
modern pottery and glass,  

 

06 Cut, aligned E-W, into natural, aligned with house gable end wall, cut for cutivation 
bed, fill 05 

 

07 Cut, fill 03, genlty slopes down in S direction, cut for cultivation bed to S of cut 06  

08 Structure, stone platform, built into base of house wall foundation, same stone as 
house, 0.10m thick, base or floor of out building, towards E end of house wall, 
above this feature was a cut lead pipe protruding from the house gable end wall 

 

09 Deposit, crushed brick, blinding for former N-S garden wall, N end abutting gable 
end of house   

 

Appendix 2 Photographic Register 

Image No Description View 

01,02 Site prior to topsoiling NE 

03 Site prior to topsoiling NW 

04 Start of work, retaining wall on W side of site W 

05 General working  SE 

06 General working in SE corner of site SE 

07,08 General of site NE 

09 General of site NE 

10 Ctx 08, stone stance or floor NW 
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11 Ctx 08 N 

12 Ctx 08 NE 

13 Cultivation cut 06 NW 

14 Cut 06 and floor 08 NW 

15 Cultivation cut 06 NE 

16 General of work in disturbed area in SE corner of site SE 

17 General of site after topsoiling and excavation E 

18, 19 S edge of site after topsoiling and excavation SW 

20 Detail of site after topsoiling and excavation NW 

21 General of site after topsoiling and excavation NE 

Appendix 3 Drawing Register 

Sheet No. Description Scale 

1 Site plan with ctx numbers and descriptions 1:100 

Appendix 4 Finds Register 

Context Material Type Details 

03 Pottery 1 body sherd Tin-Glazed Earthenware (TGE); cream and blue 
glaze, relief decoration, buff fabric 

1 TGE body sherd; white glaze, relief decoration 

3 TGE body sherds of which 2 conjoin; white glaze 

2 conjoining TGE sherds; white glaze, green transfer printed 

1 redware rim sherd; medieval/post medieval 

1 redware body sherd 

3 fine-grained reware body sherds, 1 very thin.  ?Roman 

03 CBM 1 brick fragment 

03 Glass 1 green bottle shoulder fragment 

03 Plastic/Cu alloy Eley No 6 shotgun cartridge case; marked ‘32g 6 67mm’.  (For 
pigeons etc.  Probably ‘Hi-Flyer’ brand) 
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To be discarded 

05 Pottery 1 body sherd in grey reduced fabric; externally small spots of 
glaze, possible thumbed impression, abraded.  Medieval. 

05 Glass 1 clear window fragment.  Modern – to be discarded 

05 CBM 1 fragment red brick or tile 

1 ?firebrick.  Externally smooth flat surface, pale brown colour, 
becoming darker towards interior.  Externally sooted, slightly 
curved inner surface 

 

Finds Notes 

The finds assemblage contains a mix of material from different periods, indicating past 
disturbance and redeposition.  Context 03 contained modern material dating to the 19th/20th 
centuries (green bottle glass, a shotgun cartridge case and Victorian pottery) as well as late 
medieval/post-medieval pottery and fragments of what might possibly be Roman pottery.  
Medieval pottery was also present in Context 05 along with modern window glass. 
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Appendix 5 Discovery & Excavation in Scotland Entry 

LOCAL AUTHORITY: Perth and Kinross Council 

PROJECT TITLE/SITE NAME:  The Gardens, Delvine, Spittalfield 

PROJECT CODE: JT02 

PARISH:  Caputh 

NAME OF CONTRIBUTOR(S):  Ray Cachart 

NAME OF ORGANISATION:  Alder Archaeology Ltd 

TYPE(S) OF PROJECT: Archaeological Watching Brief 

NMRS NO(S):   Roman Fortress of Inchtuthil NO13NW 5.00; NO13NW 5.08 

SITE/MONUMENT TYPE(S):  In outworks of Inchtuthil Roman Fortress 

SIGNIFICANT FINDS:  Roman and medieval pottery 

NGR (2 letters, 8 or 10 figures) Site centred on NO 12890 39415 

START DATE  7 April 2010 

END DATE  7 April 2010 

PREVIOUS WORK (incl. DES 
ref.) 

Close to present site; Archaeological remedial works at Garden Cottage 
Delvine Gardens, Inchtuthil c NO 1286 3945 

MAIN (NARRATIVE) 
DESCRIPTION:  
(May include information from 
other fields) 

An archaeological watching brief on topsoil stripping and excavation required for a 
house extension at The Gardens, Delvine, Spittalfield. The site is located within the 
defensive outworks of the Roman Fortress of Inchtuthil and covered an area of 96m².  
Along with modern pottery three sherds of late medieval/post-medieval pottery and three 
sherds of what were considered to be Roman pottery were recovered from garden 
deposits.  Cuts in the subsoil/natural revealed recent working as part of a garden 
vegetable plot.  A stone floor or surface was found that was tied into the foundation of 
the house wall and was considered to be a stance for an outside tap.   Although some 
medieval and possibly Roman pottery sherds were found no discrete features or deposits 
relating to these periods or any other period, apart from modern, were found.  

PROPOSED FUTURE WORK:  None 

SPONSOR OR FUNDING 
BODY:  

Developer 

CAPTIONS FOR ILLUSTRS None 

ADDRESS OF MAIN 
CONTRIBUTOR:  

Alder Archaeology Ltd, 55 South Methven Street, Perth PH1 5NX 

ARCHIVE LOCATION 
(intended) 

NMRS 
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EMAIL ADDRESS: Director@AlderArchaeology.co.uk 
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Appendix 6 Standard Terms of Reference for all fieldwork 

6.1 Recording Methodology 

Alder Archaeology employs a Single Context Recording System that allows full cross-referencing of 
stratigraphy, finds and environmental samples, as well as site-wide phasing.  All features will be planned 
at scale 1:20, and sections drawn at scale 1:10.  Sections and profiles will be drawn and all features will 
be photographed with metric scale included.  Environmental samples will be taken from archaeologically 
significant contexts, if the analysis of these samples would aid significantly in the interpretation of any 
features identified. 

6.2 Human Remains 

If human remains are encountered they will be left in situ and the local police will be informed.  If 
removal is required this will take place in compliance with Historic Scotland’s Policy Paper The 
Treatment of Human Remains in Archaeology. 

6.3 Products and Reporting 

A Data Structure Report will normally be prepared within a period agreed within the Written Scheme of 
Investigation/ Project Design, after the completion of the fieldwork.  This forms the basic level of 
reporting.  Further reporting may be required on the basis of discoveries made during excavations. 

A copy of the report and the project archive will be deposited in the NMRS.  Further copies will be sent 
to the client, LAAO and others, as appropriate. 

6.4 Artefacts 

Finds of objects will be subject to the Scots Laws of Treasure Trove and Bona Vacantia.  We will report 
such finds, if recovered, with supporting documentation to the Secretariat of the Treasure Trove Panel for 
disposal to the appropriate museum. 

6.5 Discovery and Excavation in Scotland 

A brief summary of the results will be submitted to Discovery and Excavation in Scotland. 

6.6 General Conditions and Health and Safety 

We adhere to the Code of Conduct of the Institute for Archaeologists. 

Alder Archaeology Ltd has public liability insurance of £2,000,000.  Details of this can be provided on 
request. 

We operate a strict health and safety policy and conforms to the Health and Safety at Work Act.  We 
undertake Risk Assessments on all fieldwork carried out. 

Alder Archaeology representatives will at all times wear protective footwear, high visibility clothing and 
other appropriate clothing.  Hard hats will be worn if there is active plant on site or at all times if the site 
is deemed a hard hat area. 

If lightly contaminated deposits are uncovered disposable boiler suits and gloves will be worn.  A source 
of clean water will be made available for staff to clean hands with.  If the health risk posed by site 
contamination is felt to be too high all further archaeological work will stop in that area. 


