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Proposed West Compton – A(1) Wellsite, Litton Cheney, Dorset

Archaeological Evaluation

Summary
A total of eleven evaluation trenches were dug on the site of a proposed exploratory wellsite, access track and road junction
improvements to the south of West Compton. In the area of the wellsite, a number of features were identified. However,
the only certain archaeological features were two small undated ditches in Trench. No archaeological deposits or features
were found along the route of the access road or in the area of the road junction improvements.

INTRODUCTION

Terrain Archaeology has been commissioned
by Bow Valley Petroleum (UK) Ltd, through
their agent David Langham, to undertake an
archaeological evaluation of land at Litton
Cheney, Dorset, proposed for the construction
of an exploratory wellsite.

Bow Valley Petroleum (UK) Ltd, the holders
of Licence No. PEDL 048, are seeking Planning
Permission for an exploratory borehole to search
for underground hydrocarbon reserves.

The present proposed development comprises
a cut-and-filled level platform approximately 75
m by 100 m for the wellsite, surrounded by
earthen bunds, with an access road which runs
along the eastern side of the road from Litton
Cheney to the Wireless Transmitting Station
before turning and running along the southern
field boundary then up into the southern end of
the wellsite (Figure 1). There are also proposed
changes to the junction with the A35 (Figure 2).

The Local Planning Authority requested an
archaeological desk-based assessment of the site
and this was produced by Terrain Archaeology in
September 2000 (Terrain Archaeology report
5068.1).

On the basis of the results of the assessment,
further archaeological information on the site
has been requested by the Senior Archaeologist,
Dorset County Council, in order for an informed
planning decision to be taken. This request is in
line with Planning Policy Guidance Note 16
(Archaeology and Planning).

In order to provide this information, a
programme of archaeological works comprising
geophysical survey followed by evaluation
trenching was formulated by Terrain
Archaeology. The geophysical survey of the

proposed wellsite was undertaken by Stratascan
(report no 1531) in February 2001. This survey
indicated little of archaeological significance in
this part of the proposed development. The
geophysical survey results were tested by targeted
evaluation, together with the evaluation of the
route of the access road in April/May 2001.

This report presents the results of that
evaluation. It has been compiled by Paul Pearce
and Peter Bellamy.

THE SITE

The site (NGR SY56319344) lies in an arable
field, on the crest and the upper south-facing
slopes of an east-west chalk ridge (Figure 1).
There is a deep coombe running southwards
down the western half of the field and another
smaller coombe running southwards from the
southeast corner.

The underlying geology is mapped as drift
deposits of pebbly clay with sand overlying
Upper Chalk (Geology Survey of Great Britain
1:50000 sheet 327 Bridport Drift 1974).

ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND

The archaeological background has been set
out in detail in the desk-based assessment report
(Terrain Archaeology report 5068.1, Sept. 2000),
and the following is a summary of its findings.

There are no recorded archaeological sites
and/or findspots in the precise areas proposed
for development, but the site is within an area
rich in archaeological remains.

There is little recorded information on the
Neolithic in this area. A number of Early Bronze
Age round barrows are recorded along the ridge
but none within 300 m of the site.
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Figure 1: General location of areas evaluated
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In contrast to the earlier prehistoric periods,
there is substantial evidence for Iron Age activity
in the area. Eggardon hillfort (RCHME 1952)
lies about 2 km to the northwest, on a spur at the
edge of the ridge. A system of cross-ridge dykes
centred on West Compton has been identified,
and one of these earthworks is in the adjacent
field to the west of the site. The whole area is
covered in traces of ancient field systems and
there are several small settlements set within
these fields. The surviving field traces are
focussed around the West Compton coombe to
the north of the site — traces of field ditches
have been identified about 100 m north of the
site. It is likely that originally these field systems
also crossed the area of the site as well.

The Roman road from Dorchester to Exeter
runs across the top of the ridge, about 20 m to
the north of the site.

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

The objective of the archaeological works was
to evaluate the archaeological potential of the
site, that is, to appraise the nature, extent, level of
preservation, and importance of any
archaeological deposits.

The evaluation aimed to record all the in situ
archaeological deposits and features revealed
during the works in order to provide sufficient
data to assess the archaeological significance of
the site.

METHODOLOGY

The archaeological works were carried out in
compliance with the specification (T3049)
prepared by Terrain Archaeology and approved
by the Dorset County Council Senior
Archaeologist and in accordance with the
Institute of Field Archaeologists’ Standard and
guidance for archaeological field evaluation (1994, rev.
1999).

The evaluation comprised three elements: the
evaluation of the area of the proposed A35 road
junction improvements; the evaluation of the
geophysical survey results; and the evaluation of
the proposed access track.

The proposed improvements to the A35
junction (Figure 2) include the removal of the
corner of the field on the northeast side. There is
a scheduled earthwork enclosure (SAM Dorset
38) in the corner of this field (Figure 1). The

road improvement would impinge within about
40 m of the scheduled monument. A single
trench 5 m long and 1.5 m wide was excavated in
the corner of the field to evaluate the potential
archaeological impact of the proposed road
junction improvements.

In the area of the geophysical survey, five
trenches 30 m long and 1.5 m wide were
excavated in the locations shown on Figure 2.
The trenches evaluated a sample of the possible
archaeological anomalies and the apparently
blank areas in the geophysical data.

Along the line of the proposed access road,
five trenches 20 m long and 1.5 m wide were
excavated in the locations shown on Figure 3,
forming a 2% sample of the access road area.
The trenches are located in order to evaluate
both the coombes and the high ground between.

The trenches were cleared of recent
overburden by a mechanical excavator fitted with
a toothless grading bucket, down on to the top
of any in situ archaeological deposits, or the
natural subsoil, whichever was encountered first.

All archaeological deposits and features
exposed during the works were cleaned by hand,
then planned and recorded. Excavation of
archaeological deposits and features was limited
to resolving questions relating to their date,
nature, extent and condition

All deposits revealed, irrespective of their
apparent archaeological significance, were
recorded using components of the Terrain
Archaeology recording system of complementary
written, drawn and photographic records.

All trenches were back-filled with the
excavated material and compacted using the JCB.

RESULTS

Introduction.

The evaluation excavations were undertaken
between 30th April and 4th May 2001. A total of
11 machine trenches were excavated in the
locations shown on Figures 2, 3 and 6. Where no
archaeological features and/or deposits were
encountered the general soil profiles are
summarised in Tables 1-3. Where archaeological
features were identified, they are described
below, trench-by-trench.
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A35 Junction

A single trench (Trench 1) 5 m long by 1.5 m
wide was excavated in the area which would be
removed by the proposed road junction
improvements (Figure 2). This trench is about 40

m to the southwest of the Scheduled Ancient
Monument (Dorset 38).

The soil profile is summarised in Table 1. No
archaeological features or deposits were
encountered.

Figure 2: Location of Trench 1 at the A35 junction


