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Summary

Observations during the construction of a new sewer pipe across land off Reap Lane, Southwell, 
Portland revealed two areas of buried soils, both undated, and the remains of a stone rubble field 
wall, also undated. A scatter of worked flint and chert, primarily of Late Neolithic/Early Bronze Age 
date was collected from the surface of the easement.
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Land off Reap Lane, Southwell, Portland, Dorset

Report on the Archaeological Observation of a New Sewer, August-September 2000

1 INTRODUCTION

1.1 The archaeological works were commissioned by Wessex Water, acting upon advice from 
Dorset County Council’s Planning Archaeologist. This is in line with Planning Policy 
Guidance Note 16 (Archaeology and Planning).

1.2 The Site (centred on NGR SY 682 702) covers about 4.6 hectares on the north-eastern slopes 
and bottom of a shallow coombe, which formerly drained out towards the south-east, at a 
height of between 55–62 m above Ordnance Datum. The site was formerly under arable 
cultivation and traces of a number of lawnsheds are still visible as earthworks. At present, the 
site is rough uncultivated ground and a number of areas have been disturbed by the machine 
clearance of the overburden from the line of the roads in the proposed development. The 
underlying geology is Lower Purbeck Beds (Geological Survey of England and Wales Sheet 
342 Weymouth Drift 1976).

1.3 The course of the new foul sewer and storm drain runs from the existing foul sewer and 
storm drain immediately to the south of the playground at the northeast corner of the site to a 
point about two-thirds along the metalled access road to the site (Figure 1). At the eastern end 
of its course, the existing sewers and drains were re-excavated and lowered.

1.4 The line of the new sewer cuts along the southern limit of the colluvium in the valley bottom. 
Previous archaeological investigation of this site has shown that the colluvium seals 
significant important archaeological remains (Terrain Archaeology 1999 & 2000).

1.5 Terrain Archaeology wishes to thank Elizabeth Clark, Wessex Water environmental scientist 
and Spencer Batt Wessex Water Resident Engineer and Steven Wallis, Dorset County 
Council, for their help during these works. The site workers from J. Corcoran Ltd were 
extremely helpful and accommodating throughout the project. The observations were carried 
out by Peter Bellamy who also compiled this report. 

1.6 The fieldwork was carried out between 25th July – 5th September 2000.

2 ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND

2.1 The site lies adjacent to areas where there have been previous Iron Age and Roman 
discoveries. Evidence for Iron Age settlement and a number of Durotrigian burials were found 
during the construction of the Sweet Hill Lane housing estate (Putnam 1970). Two Roman 
cist burials and one inhumation in a rather fine Portland stone sarcophagus have been 
recorded on Sweethill itself (RCHME 1970, 608).

2.2 The site has the subject of archaeological investigations by Terrain Archaeology since May 
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1999 (Terrain Archaeology 1999 & 2000). A series of test pits and surface collection has 
indicated the presence of a large scatter of worked flint and chert in the ploughsoil and 
underlying colluvial deposits (Terrain Archaeology 1999a). Diagnostic artefacts dating from 
the Mesolithic period through to the Bronze Age have been collected. 

2.3 The most significant discoveries on the site to date have been a rectangular post-built house 
with an external hearth, which probably dates to the Early Neolithic period (c. 
4400–3700 BC), in Trench 15 (Terrain Archaeology 1999a and 2000a) and an extensive Later 
Prehistoric site, perhaps a ‘burnt mound’, which extends over a large area of the northwestern 
part of the site, traces of which were excavated in Trenches 8, 11, 12 and 16 (Terrain 
Archaeology 1999a-b and 2000b).

2.4 More pertinent to the present project, are the remains of a field wall found in Trench 13 and 
another in Trench 6 (Terrain Archaeology 1999a-b). Traces of a buried soil were also found 
in Trench 13 beneath the field wall and also a charcoal-rich buried soil was found in one of 
the test pits (TP1062) in the northeastern part of the site.

3 AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

3.1 The objective of the archaeological observations is to establish and make available information 
about the archaeological resource existing on the site. This information will be integrated with 
the results from all other archaeological works on the site in order to elucidate the nature and 
importance of the archaeological resource of the site.

3.2 The archaeological works will aim to observe and record all the in situ archaeological deposits 
and features revealed during the groundworks to an appropriate professional standard.

4 METHODOLOGY

4.1 The work will be undertaken in compliance with the specification prepared by Terrain 
Archaeology for Wessex Water (Terrain Archaeology Document T3041) and in accordance 
with the Institute of Field Archaeologists Standard and guidance for archaeological 
watching briefs (1994, rev. 1999).

4.2 The groundworks consisted of the initial clearance of an easement by machine then the foul 
water sewer pipe trench was excavated by a machine fitted with a toothed bucket down to a 
depth of several metres. After a length of pipe was laid the trench was backfilled and a 
shallower trench was dug adjacent to the south for the storm drains.

4.3 The observations were intermittent with a suitably qualified archaeologist present during all 
sensitive ground disturbance. 

4.4 All archaeological deposits and features exposed during the works were recorded using 
components of the Terrain Archaeology recording system of complementary written, drawn 
and photographic records. 

4.5 The records, and all materials recovered, have been compiled in a stable, cross-referenced and 
fully indexed archive in accordance with current UKIC guidelines and the requirements of the 
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receiving museum, Dorset County Museum. 

5 ARCHAEOLOGICAL FEATURES AND DEPOSITS

5.1 Surface Collection. 

5.1.1 An easement about eight metres wide was created by stripping off the vegetation and part of 
the topsoil by machine. This easement was then fieldwalked and all archaeological material 
(other than 19th/20th century material) was collected. The easement was divided into three 
collection units (see Figure 1). No finds other than a scatter of worked flint and chert was 
recovered (Table 1). The density of this material was similar along the whole length of the 
pipeline, with a slightly greater number of tools found at the eastern end of the site. The 
character of the flaked stone suggested that it was mainly Late Neolithic/Early Bronze Age in 
date(c. 3000–1600 BC), but with a small quantity of earlier material mixed in.

5.2 Buried soils. 

5.2.1 At the eastern end of the site, in the area of manholes F1/S1 at the southwestern corner of the 
playground, a layer of brown clay (1304) with frequent charcoal flecks was exposed beneath a 
0.4 m thick layer of topsoil. This buried soil was up to 0.2 m thick and was traced for a 
distance of about six metres. Two pieces of worked chert were recovered from this layer. This 
buried soil is similar to a charcoal-rich soil found beneath the colluvium about 50 m to the 
north, in Test Pit 1062 during the first stage of archaeological evaluation of the site (Terrain 
Archaeology 1999a). The date of this buried soil is not known.

5.2.2 At the western end of the pipeline, about 36 m east of manholes F4/S4, at the edge of the 
metalled access road, was another buried soil. This 0.15 m – 0.2 m thick dark brown clay 
(1306), which contained occasional charcoal flecks, lay beneath the topsoil immediately above 
the natural clay and stone and was observed for a distance of about eight metres. Two pieces 
of worked chert were recovered but no other more closely dated material. This layer is likely 
to be the edge of the colluvium which covers most of the base of the coombe to the north.

5.3 Field wall. 

5.3.1 The remains of a possible field wall, oriented roughly NNE-SSW, running across the 
contours, was encountered about eight metres to the east of the playground fence. This 
structure comprised of randomly-laid limestone slat about 1.3 m wide and 0.35 m high. 
Similar field walls have been found elsewhere on site in Trenches 6, 13 and 16. They have not 
been precisely dated but appear to be medieval or later in date.

5.3.2 The line of the sewer crosses the projected course of a field wall found in Trench 13, 
protected beneath the colluvium. However, no trace of this wall was seen and it is likely that 
the wall had been destroyed by more recent ploughing.

6 FINDS
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6.1 The total finds assemblage recovered from the observations is presented in Table 1. Only 
worked flint and chert was found and a brief summary of the character of the assemblage 
follows. Full analysis will be undertaken together with the other finds recovered from the site, 
upon completion of all the stages of archaeological fieldwork.

6.2 The assemblage comprised mainly of broken flake debitage, together with a number of cores 
and tools. The cores were mainly multidirectional flake cores but there were also two cores on 
large flakes present in the assemblage. The flakes include some preparation and core 
trimming flakes. The tools include two rough scrapers and a transverse chisel arrowhead. The 
assemblage suggests general unspecialised activities, including flake and tool production and 
use. Overall, the character of the lithic technology suggests a Late Neolithic or Early Bronze 
Age date, but with some earlier material, perhaps Early Neolithic, present as well.

context raw 
material

cores flakes broken 
flakes

broken 
blades

tools broken 
tools

chips misc 
debitage

total tool type

1300 chert 5 13 16 3 1 6 3 47

chisel transverse 
arrowhead; 2 
scrapers; broken 
retouched flake

1301 chert 5 13 16 1 5 5 45
broken flake knife 
(or arrowhead)

1302 chert 3 14 25 1 10 14 67 retouched flake

1304 chert 2 2

1306 chert 1 1 2

sub-total  chert 8 30 41 0 1 1 16 19 163

1301 flint 2 1 1 4

1302 flint 2 1 3

sub-total  flint 0 2 1 1 0 0 2 1 7

total total 8 32 42 1 1 1 18 20 170

Table 1: Worked flint and chert assemblage by context

7 CONCLUSIONS

7.1 Although previous archaeological works on the site have revealed important archaeological 
discoveries, the course of the sewer pipe did not impinge on significant archaeological features 
and deposits. The reason for this is that the line of the pipe was just uphill of the edge of the 
colluvial clay which has preserved the archaeology elsewhere on the site.

7.2 The probable southern edge of the colluvium was encountered near the western end of the 
pipeline. A buried soil of unknown date was found near the eastern edge of the pipeline, where 
it ran closer to the base of the coombe.

7.3 The location of the field wall can be added to the previous discoveries on the site to help build 
up a picture of an earlier phase of land allotment.
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Appendix 1: List of all contexts

context description interpretation depth below 
surface

1300
Number given to surface collection of easement area in central part of 
sewer pipe.

surface finds
0

1301
Number given to surface collection of easement area at east end of 
sewer pipe.

surface finds
0

1302
Number given to surface collection of easement area at west end of 
sewer pipe.

surface finds
0

1303
Brown clay with moderate limestone fragments. topsoil 0 - 0.4 m

1304
Dark brown clay with fairly frequent charcoal flecks buried soil 0.4 - 0.6 m

1305
Linear arrangement of drystone limestone slat. field wall 0.25 - 0.6 m

1306
Dark brown clay with occasional charcoal fleck and sparse 
limestone fragments.

buried soil (colluvium) 0.25 - 0.45 m

1307
Natural clay and stone natural >0.25 m
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Figure 1: Location of new sewer pipe, observations, and previous archaeological excavations
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