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7 CULTURAL HERITAGE 

7.1 Introduction 

7.1.1 This chapter reports on the baseline cultural heritage and archaeology conditions at 
Dobwalls.  It assesses these conditions so as to identify, interpret and value the 
cultural heritage resource and finally predicts the likely impacts on this resource that 
may result from the construction and operation of the proposed bypass.  

7.2 Methodology 

Overall Approach 

7.2.1 The assessment of effects on cultural heritage and archaeology has been undertaken 
in accordance with methodologies set out in the Design Manual for Roads and 
Bridges (DMRB1) Volume 11, Section 3 part 2 (Cultural Heritage), in the DETR 
Guidance on the Methodology for Multi-Modal Studies (GOMMMS 20002) and 
Transport Analysis Guidance (TAG3). The results presented in this chapter are 
derived from a Stage 3 study, as defined in DMRB. These approaches have been 
modified, where necessary, to include aspects of cultural heritage considered 
significant since the publication of the various guidance documents.  The principal 
modification relates to consideration of important hedgerows, as defined under criteria 
in Schedule 1: Additional Criteria for Determining ‘Important’ Hedgerows (Part II) of 
the Hedgerow Regulations 1997.  

7.2.2 The scope of the assessment has included: historic landscape features, including 
conservation areas; parks and gardens; historic battlefields; historically important 
hedgerows; archaeological sites, monuments and artefacts; and historic buildings and 
structures.   

7.2.3 The full scope was set out in the Scoping Report (March 2004) which was circulated 
to English Heritage and Cornwall County Council.  It should be noted when early 
drafts of the Scoping report were being compiled the possibility of a new junction at 
Moorswater was being considered.  This was subsequently discarded, as explained in 
chapter 3 of the ES.  

7.2.4 Following consultations with Cornwall County Council and English Heritage in spring 
2004, it was agreed that the trial trenching (field evaluation) originally included within 
the proposals for additional survey work in the Scoping Report was no longer 
necessary.  The results of the recent comprehensive geophysical survey, taken 
together with the paucity of recorded monuments, sites and findspots within the 
preferred route corridor (both described in Section 7.3 below) have indicated that no 
useful information would be obtained that would be likely to affect either a) an 
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assessment of the value of archaeological or cultural heritage features within the 
route corridor or b) a consideration of appropriate mitigation strategies.  

Legislative Framework 

7.2.5 The legislative framework and national and local planning context for the assessment 
is set by the following: 

�� Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act, 1979 

�� Hedgerows Regulations 1997 

�� Planning Policy Guidance Note 15 (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) 

�� Planning Policy Guidance Note 16 (Archaeology and Planning) 

�� Cornwall Structure Plan (Deposit Draft 2002)  

�� Caradon Local Plan. (Adopted December 1999 and First Alteration, First 
Deposit June 2003)  

Study Area 

7.2.6 The study area for cultural heritage data collection and assessment comprises the 
immediate land area required for the scheme (including ancillary works sites) and a 
zone nominally 500m around these areas.  It has not been necessary seek data from 
a wider area in order to consider the setting of either the historic landscape or 
archaeological sites within the corridor. 

Sources of Data

7.2.7 Information has been collected from the following collections and databases: 

�� Sites and Monuments Record (SMR) held and maintained by Cornwall County 
Council, Truro 

�� National Monuments Record (NMR) maintained by English Heritage, Swindon 

�� English Heritage registers of Listed Buildings, Parks & Gardens of Special 
Historic Interest in England, and Historic Battlefields 

�� Cornwall County Record Office, Truro. 

7.2.8 Additional information has been acquired by means of: 

�� A site walkover survey of the whole route undertaken during April 2004.  The 
purpose was to validate information obtained from other sources and gain a 
general appreciation of the area.  This will not have been of sufficient intensity 
for there to be any expectation that hitherto unknown sites would have been 
discovered.

�� Geophysical survey of the route, undertaken as two separate exercises in 
February 2003 and April 2004, the latter carried out to include areas more 
recently identified as being affected by a refined route alignment.  Some 90% 
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of the length of the off-line section of the proposed route has been the subject 
of a magnetic susceptibility survey, on the basis of which twelve areas were 
chosen where detailed magnetometry survey was subsequently undertaken.   . 

7.2.9 An assessment of the historic landscape within the scheme corridor was undertaken 
in May 2003, the results of which have been incorporated into this chapter.  Other 
published, secondary sources have been consulted in the compilation of this chapter 
and are referenced as appropriate.  

Consultations 

7.2.10 Discussions with Cornwall County Council were held during April 2004 regarding 
modifications to the Scoping Report to exclude the need to undertake archaeological 
investigation prior to determining the scheme, and to agree the principles of the 
proposed mitigation strategy for any buried archaeological remains which would be 
impacted on by the scheme.  Consultations including a site meeting in June 2004 
were held with the Caradon District Council Conservation Officer to consider impacts 
on listed structures. 

Significance Criteria 

7.2.11 The assessment of impacts and effects on cultural heritage and archaeology has 
been undertaken following the framework set out in DMRB Volume 11, Stages of 
Archaeological Assessment.  Reference is made to the design objectives described in 
DMRB Vol. 10, section 1, TAG and the appraisal of significance set out in GOMMMS. 
The scheme impacts are assessed in accordance with the seven-point scale set out 
in TAG Table 1 for the Heritage of Historic Resources:  Large beneficial (positive) 
effect; Moderate beneficial (positive) effect; Slight beneficial (positive) effect; Neutral 
effect; Slight adverse (negative) effect; Moderate adverse (negative) effect; Large 
adverse (negative) effect.  

7.3 Baseline Conditions 

7.3.1 An outline of the existing conditions is set out below, including monuments, sites, 
findspots and other archaeological and historical features identified from the sources 
consulted.  The section commences with a consideration of the historic landscape 
and those boundary features which would be affected by the scheme that are 
considered to be of historical importance.  The archaeological information is 
presented by period, with a final section on the geophysical surveys, the results from 
which are not readily interpretable chronologically. 

Historic Landscape and Boundary Features 

7.3.2 An assessment of the Cornish landscape (Cornwall County Council 19954) has 
identified forty five Landscape Character Areas within the county, the whole of the 
route corridor falling within Group 19a, Caradon Group (South).  This zone is 
dominated by Anciently Enclosed Land (AEL), in which farm settlements exist which 
are documented before the 17th century and where field systems are inferred to have 
either prehistoric or medieval origins.  Within the route corridor there are also areas of 
Urban Development comprising the Dobwalls settlement and the western suburbs of 
Liskeard. Immediately to the east of the study area the East Looe River corridor is a 
zone of Steep Sided Valleys (SSV).  There are no formal historic landscape 
designations covering the study area. 
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7.3.3 Characteristic of the AEL in the Caradon Group (South) are narrow lanes enclosed by 
Cornish hedges, stone-built with an earth core supporting a range of vegetation.  It is 
generally accepted (Cornwall County Council 1995, p108) that a majority of these 
hedges date to the later medieval or early post-medieval periods of inclosure, 
although it is possible some could perpetuate even earlier boundaries.  None of the 
hedges which would be affected by the scheme can be directly dated, however. 

7.3.4 Cornish hedges are the dominant form of field boundary within those parts of the 
route corridor north of the present A38, but are absent from the lower slopes and 
valley floor at the west end of the scheme where other forms of hedges or fencing are 
present.  The field pattern formed by both the Cornish hedges and other types of 
boundary is essentially that which had developed by the mid 19th century.  The 
Liskeard tithe map of 1841 (the earliest map to show field boundaries with any level of 
accuracy) demonstrates that the most of the extant field boundaries which would be 
affected by the scheme exist by that date.  Figure 7.1 transcribes the tithe map data 
for the route corridor; the plot is necessarily incomplete as the original map is now in 
too poor condition to be produced and the available microfiche copies are of limited 
quality and reflect damage to the original map particularly in the area relating to East 
Looe.  The principal changes since 1841 arise from some field amalgamations 
resulting in a loss of boundaries and the effects of construction of the London-
Penzance railway line and the expansion of Dobwalls village to the north. 

7.3.5 Under the terms of the Hedgerows Regulations 1997, hedges may be considered to 
be of historical importance if:    

�� they area at least thirty years old 

�� they are located in, or adjacent to, any common land, protected land, or land 
used for agriculture, forestry or the breeding or keeping of horses, ponies or 
donkeys 

�� they either have a continuous length of, or exceeding, 20 metres or – if shorter 
- at each end meet another hedgerow by means of an intersection or junction 

�� they meet any one of five additional criteria set out in Part 2 of the Regulations. 

Criterion 5a includes for all hedges recorded in a document held in 1997 at a Record 
Office as an integral part of a field system pre-dating the Inclosure Acts.  The 
regulations are not specific: there are Inclosure Acts dating from 1756 onwards, but a 
government written answer (13 November 1997) indicates that the reference which is 
expected to apply is the Inclosure Acts 1845 – 1882, on which basis all those hedges 
(both Cornish hedges and others) shown on the 1841 tithe map should be regarded 
as being of historical importance, and considered significant at a local level.  These 
hedges (H1 – H22) are shown on Figure 7.2.  None of the other Part 2 criteria are 
applicable to hedges within the scheme corridor.     

Prehistoric (up to c. AD43) and Romano-British (c. AD43 – AD450) 

7.3.6 There is no recorded evidence of monuments, sites or findspots from the prehistoric 
or Romano-British periods from within the study area.    

Medieval (c. AD450 – 1540) 

7.3.7 Sites are listed in Table 7.1 and shown on Figure 7.2; numbers [1] to [9].  
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Table 7.1:  Recorded archaeological monuments, sites and findspots within the study 
area of medieval date 

Site
No.

(Figure 
7.2)

SMR No. or 
other

reference 

Site Name  Description NGR 

1 6656 Doublebois Site of medieval settlement recorded 
from late 13th century 

SX 1980 6480 

2 10290 Looe Mills Site of mill based on documentary 
sources 

SX 2323 6483 

3 10310 Old Park Site of medieval deer park SX 2360 6500 

4 10325 Little Treburgie 
Field System 

Former medieval open fields SX 2020 6440 

5 17299  Havett Farm 13th – century documentary 
reference 

SX 2160 6540 

6 17301 Landazzard 
Farm

12th – century documentary 
reference 

SX 2290 6530 

7 42437 Looe Mills Leat Remains of medieval mill leat SX 2325 6507 

8 10284 Beneathway 
Farm

14th – century documentary 
reference 

SX 2100 6740 

9 10289 Lantoom 13th – century documentary 
reference 

SX 2220 6460 

7.3.8 Farms within the study area recorded by the SMR as having medieval origins are 
Beneathway [8] (first recorded 1302), Lantoom [9] (from 1286) both to the south of the 
proposed route and Havett, formerly Havet, [5] (from 1201), and Landazzard [6] (from 
1183) to the north of the bypass.  All are still occupied, although the latter is now split 
over two sites, Upper Landazzard and Lower Landazzard.  None of the existing 
buildings incorporates obviously early (medieval) fabric, and the physical form and 
extent of the medieval settlements, known only from documentary sources, cannot be 
established.  These settlements are assessed as being of local importance. 

7.3.9 The farmed landscape, in common with many other areas of AEL within the county, is 
likely to have medieval origins.  At the western extremity of the study area field 
boundaries south of the A390 around Little Treburgie [4] are suggested by the SMR 
entry as having been enclosed from the medieval open field.  Further east, it is 
possible, but not proven, that at least some of the Cornish hedges north of the bypass 
may be of comparatively early (ie medieval) date, associated with the establishment 
and development of the farms at Havett and Upper and Lower Landazzard.  All of the 
Cornish hedges and other hedged boundaries considered historically important under 
the provision of the Hedgerows Regulations 1997 (above) are to be considered to be 
of local importance.  



S:\A38 Dobwalls Bypass\Environmental\Reports\Environmental Statement\ES Volume 2 (latest draft)\ES 2 ch 7.doc 
June 2004 Page 6  

A38 DOBWALLS BYPASS 
CULTURAL HERITAGE 

1ST DRAFT ISSUE 

7.3.10 Other medieval features within the study area include the settlement of Doublebois 
[1], the site of a chapel and deer park [3] at Ladye Park, east of Looe Mills Farm north 
and east of the bypass, and a mill recorded at Low in 1275 [2].  The precise location 
of the latter is unknown, although a site in the Looe Mills area associated with a leat 
recorded in documents from 1655 onwards is considered likely. The chapel of our 
Lady was first recorded in 1310 but was desecrated in the 16th century at the time of 
the Reformation.  Demolition of the structure was complete by the mid 18th century 
and some of the stone was reused in construction of the nearby well house in 1830.  
The park, first mentioned 1310, was last used for deer c. 1540. Its boundaries 
survived in their entirety to at least 1735, and the southern boundary is still present as 
an earthwork.  The sites are important components of the medieval landscape west of 
Liskeard, but their quality of survival overall is poor and they are assessed as being of 
local importance. 

Post-Medieval (1540 – 1850) and Modern (1850 – Present) 

7.3.11 Sites are listed in Table 7.2 and shown on Figure 7.2; numbers [10] to [38].  

Table 7.1:  Recorded archaeological monuments, sites and findspots within the study 
area of post-medieval  or modern date 

Site
No.

(Figure 
7.2)

SMR No. or 
other

reference 

Site Name  Description NGR 

10 7015 Havett Farm Cropmarks visible on aerial 
photographs interpreted as the 
remains of post-medieval field 
system elements 

SX 2177 6553 

11 42437 Looe Mills Toll 
House 

Toll house dating to 1837 

Grade II Listed Building 

SX 2325 6507 

12 n/a Milestone Late 18th century, inscribed LISK 2½ 
LOSTW 9
Grade II Listed Building 

SX 2210 6500 

13 38 IND Tannery Based on cartographic evidence; in 
existence by 1842 

SX 2133 6499 

14 137833 Chapel Nonconformist chapel SX 2156 6506 

15 13784 Schoolroom Site of former 19th-century 
schoolroom 

SX 2157 6506 

16 n/a St Peter’s 
Church 

Built c1839

Grade II Listed Building 

SX 2141 6503 

17 42472 Boduel Paper 
Mill

Present of maps of 1813.  
Subsequently demolished, the site is 

SX 2336 6434 
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Mill within the area of later china clay 
works 

18 42456 Roseland 
Foundry 

Established 1830, later moved to the 
Boduel Mill site 

SX 2335 6435 

19 42467 St Neot China 
Clay Works 

Opened 1902, closed by 1997 SX 2340 6428 

20 CAU 1999 
Site 11.5 

Coombe 
Junction Branch 

Line

Railway to china clay works in part 
built over disused western canal 
terminal basin 

SX 2342 6427 

21 CAU 1999 
Site 4.6 

Site of Reservoir Established by mid 19th century to 
supply water for Liskeard and Looe 
Union Canal 

SX 2350 6245 

22 CAU 1999 
Site 11.7 

Bridge 19th century granite clapper bridge SX 2385 6420 

23 CAU 1999 
Site 4.7 

Channel Concrete-lined channel associated 
with the canal reservoir, believed 
modified in recent years 

SX 2388 6418 

24 CAU 1999 
Site 5.2 

Weir Weir to provide power source for 
limekiln winding gear 

SX 2357 6416 

25 CAU 1999 
Site 5.1 

Lime Kiln 
Cottage

Original limeburners’ dwelling built 
c1828 

SX 2358 6416 

26 42453 Limekilns Range of two limekilns built 1828 

Grade II Listed Building 

SX 2358 6415 

27 CAU 1999 
Site 16 

Site of Stone 
Yard

Former late 19th – century granite 
yard attached to Cheesewring 
Quarry, now Caradon District 
Council depot 

SX 2369 6402 

28 CAU 1999 
Site 13 

Moorswater
Viaduct

The present viaduct built in 1881 as 
a replacement for the original 
structure 

Grade II* Listed Building 

SX 2367 6397 

29 CAU 1999 
Site 12 

Brunel Viaduct Brunel’s original viaduct built 1859, 
replaced by adjacent structure in 
1881 due to failure of timber decking 

Grade II* Listed Building 

SX 2367 6395 

30 CAU 1999 
Site 11.8 

Building A slate rubble wall which is probably 
part of a building shown on maps of 
1880 to the rear of Moorswater 

SX 2379 4007 
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station

31 CAU 1999 
Site 11.1 

Site of 
Moorswater

Station

Part of the platform survives SX 2370 6412 

32 CAU 1999 
Site 4.1 

Site of Canal 
Wharf 

Canal wharf, opened 1827 / 8 SX 2369 6412 

33 42469 Site of Limekilns Range of two limekilns mentioned in 
1841 and shown on 1882 Liskeard 
town map; no extant remains 

SX 2372 6415 

34 42455 Limekilns Range of three limekilns built c1828

Grade II Listed Building 

SX 2371 6417 

35 CAU 1999 
Site 6.1 

Cottages Pair of semi-detached cottages east 
of limekilns, probably mid 19th

century 

SX 2369 2419 

36 CAU 1999 
Site 11.4 

Site of Carriage 
Sheds

Part of railway complex, demolished 
by 1973 in advance of bypass 
construction works 

SX 2354 6421 

37 CAU 1999 
Site 11.3 

Site of 
Locomotive

Sheds and Water 
Tower 

Part of railway complex, demolished 
by 1973 in advance of bypass 
construction works 

SX 2354 6421 

38 CAU 1999 
Site 10 

Rail Link Rail link from Caradon Hill mines to 
Moorswater canal head, opened 
1844.  Severed in 1970s by bypass 
construction, the course can be 
followed in woodland adjacent to 
Looe Mills 

SX 6440 2340 

7.3.12 Liskeard has been a regionally significant market town since gaining its charter in 
1240, although settlement is recorded in the Domesday Survey (1086).  The western 
suburbs extending into the study area are, however, entirely modern.  Dobwalls is 
also essentially a post-medieval or modern settlement with the 1887 Ordnance 
Survey map showing the Methodist Chapel [14] with adjacent schoolroom [15] and St 
Peter’s Church [16] (a Grade II listed building), amongst a small ribbon development 
along what is presently the A38.  Also included in the SMR is reference to a tannery 
[13].

7.3.13 At Moorswater are the remains of an important transport hub and industrial complex 
assessed overall as being of regional importance but including Grade II and II* listed 
buildings which are considered significant at a national level.  The complex has been 
the subject of a detailed archaeological assessment (Cornwall Archaeological Unit 
19995).  Moorswater was already the site of the Boduel paper mill [17] by 1809, to 
become the Roseland iron foundry by 1882, at which date it was moved from its 
original site [18].  In 1828 the Liskeard and Looe Union Canal was fully opened 
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originally with the purpose of transporting sand and lime to Looe by boat.  The basin 
[32] at Moorswater was a centre for both distribution and production.  Surviving 
elements at the site dating from this time comprise two groups of limekilns and 
associated structures: a westerly group comprising two kilns [26] (Grade II listed), an 
adjacent cottage [25], and a weir [24] to provide water power for mechanised winding 
gear; an eastern group of three kilns [34] (Grade II listed) and a pair of adjacent 
cottages [35]. 

7.3.14 The development of the Cornish copper industry provided Moorswater with a new 
source of revenue.  There were twenty-five mines around Caradon Hill north of 
Liskeard which were largely developed during the second quarter of the 19th century.  
Initially ore was brought to the basin by horse-drawn wagon until the opening of a link 
from Moorswater to the Liskeard and Caradon Railway in 1844.  An extension of this 
line through to Looe in 1860 precipitated the decline and eventual closure of the 
canal, although Moorswater continued as an important goods yard.  The Caradon 
mines closed from 1884 and the transportation of china clay, processed at the St Neot 
China Clay works [19] at Moorswater between 1902 and 1997, was insufficient to 
maintain Moorswater’s status as a regional freight centre and the village declined.  
The construction of the Liskeard bypass in 1974 reduced the size of the settlement 
significantly. 

7.3.15 The London-Penzance railway was opened in 1859.  Work commenced on Brunel’s 
Moorswater viaduct [29] (Grade II* listed) in 1853, but its lifespan was limited by the 
use of timber decking and the present viaduct [28] (included as part of the Grade II* of 
the original structure) was opened in 1881.  The rail bridge over the A390 is not 
considered to be of architectural or historic interest. The course of the railway 
otherwise lies beyond the route corridor. 

7.3.16 The existing A38 may have been medieval in origin, but became a turnpike from 
1770.  Significant structures associated with the road are a milestone of c1761 on the 
north side of the carriageway east of the Dobwalls village [12] (a Grade II listed 
building) and the toll house at Looe Mills [11] (Grade II).  By virtue of their 
designations both are important at the national level.  

7.3.17 The toll house has two storeys and is constructed in Tudor-Gothic style; the building 
has rubblestone walls with granite quoins and detailing under a slate roof with a brick 
chimney.  There is a datestone of 1837 above the upper storey window on the south 
elevation.  The building is situated on the north side of the pre-1974 alignment of the 
A38 which now only provides access to the houses in the Looe Mills settlement.  It is 
bounded to the south-west by the East Looe river, which is crossed by the former A38 
by means of a double-arched bridge with low parapets and elevations of granite 
immediately in front of the toll house.  A garden extends to the rear of the property 
along the side of the river, but the building fronts directly onto the roadway.  Although 
now detached from the present course of the A38, the toll house is still visible to traffic 
on the westbound carriageway, but the view from the west is obscured by the altered 
alignment of the road and the presence of tall bushes and trees which screen the 
west elevation.    

Undated 

7.3.18 The geophysical surveys undertaken in 2003 and 2004 along the length of the route 
have revealed features of potential archaeological origin at a number of locations.  
Figure 7.3 shows the full extent of the magnetic susceptibility survey carried out along 
the length of the published route together with the areas examined for the alternative 
western end of the scheme subsequently amended.  The drawing also identifies those 
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areas where the magnetic susceptibility response indicated further potential and 
within which detailed magnetometry was undertaken.  These areas have been 
numbered sequentially from west to east; the original area reference as used in the 
contractor’s detailed reports is shown in brackets where necessary to aid clarity.  

7.3.19 Survey conditions were found to be good, with generally high levels of magnetic 
susceptibility which would be expected to produce reliable results, but comparatively 
few geophysical anomalies were recorded.  None of the features revealed by the 
surveys is of sufficiently distinctive type to be readily interpreted or assigned to a 
particular period on the basis of form.  Within a number of areas subject to detailed 
survey, however, it was possible to correlate linear geophysical anomalies and trends 
with field boundaries shown on the 1841 tithe map and subsequently removed.  
Certain or probable examples were most common at the west end of the route south 
of the existing A38 (Areas 1 to 4 inclusive) where the field boundary system, not 
composed of Cornish hedges, has been more mobile.  Other instances are to be 
found in Areas 5and 6.  On the basis of signal strength other anomalies were 
considered by the contractor to be due to ferrous and other modern intrusions, with 
weak linear trends likely to have been produced by agricultural ploughing, possibly of 
recent date. 

7.3.20 Unexplained geophysical survey anomalies with possible archaeological origins may 
be summarised as follows: 

�� Area 1 (2004 Survey Area 1): south of the A390 opposite Treburgie Water.  An 
unexplained linear feature was detected, almost certainly underlying and 
therefore earlier than a feature interpreted as a field boundary shown on the 
map of 1841 and subsequently removed.  Discrete features, possibly pits with 
an archaeological origin, were detected nearby.  Inspection of the field surface 
(bare arable at the time of survey) did not reveal any archaeological finds. 

�� Area 7 (2003 Survey Area 6): immediately west of Havett Road.  Linear 
features likely to be former field boundaries were located at both the east and 
the west end of the survey area.  These do not apparently correspond with the 
boundaries shown on the 1841 tithe map and may represent earlier 
alignments. 

�� Areas 8 and 9 (2003 Survey Area 7): immediately east of Havett Road. Linear 
features likely to be former field boundaries were located which do not 
apparently correspond with the boundaries shown on the 1841 tithe map, and 
may represent earlier alignments.  Geophysical responses suggestive of the 
former existence of ridge-and-furrow cultivation, potentially of medieval date, 
were recorded within Area 9.  Other responses indicate the presence of 
discrete features, possibly pits with an archaeological origin. 

�� Area 10 (2003 Survey Area 9): north of Petersfields Farm.  Two parallel linear 
features aligned northeast – southwest may be the remains of a trackway of 
unknown date.  

�� Area 12 (2003 Survey Area 11): south of the A38 west of Looe Mills. Linear 
features likely to be former field boundaries were located which do not 
apparently correspond with the boundaries shown on the 1841 tithe map. 
Other responses indicate the presence of discrete features, possibly pits with 
an archaeological origin.     
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7.3.21 Although these features are undated, the proximity of Areas 7 – 10 to the medieval 
settlements at Havett and Landazzard suggests the possibility that some of the 
geophysical anomalies in these areas may relate to early agricultural activity 
connected with those farms. 

7.4 Mitigation Strategy  

7.4.1 The aims of the mitigation strategy are to: 

�� Minimise the physical effect on the scheme on the visible and buried cultural 
heritage resource and archaeology as far as is reasonably practicable 

�� Maximise the positive research benefits to be gained from a structured 
programme of archaeological investigation 

�� Maximise the positive amenity benefits to be gained from presentation and 
interpretation of the historic landscape to the public. 

7.4.2 The archaeological strategy will comprise the following measures designed to mitigate 
the impacts of construction, set out below: 

7.4.3 Where areas of potential for the discovery of buried archaeological remains are 
defined a formal programme of Strip, Map and Sample Excavation (SMS) will be 
undertaken in advance of the main site works.  This will involve undertaking a topsoil 
strip under archaeological control and the planning of any archaeological remains 
encountered.  A programme of sample hand excavation and recording will be 
undertaken to an archaeological design to be approved by Cornwall County Council.  
This will ensure that the work adheres to professional standards and is compatible 
with other archaeological recording projects carried out in the county.  These areas 
will be: 

�� Sample SMS areas targeted on geophysical survey anomalies with possible 
pre-19th century archaeological origins within survey Areas 1, 7, 8, 9,10 and 12 

�� An initial 10m wide SMS area within geophysical survey Areas 4, 5, and 6, to 
be extended as necessary 

�� An initial 10m wide SMS area between chainage 800 and 900 to examine the 
archaeological potential between geophysical survey Areas 9 and 10 south of 
the medieval settlement at Havett Farm 

7.4.4 Archaeological investigation trenches will be excavated to record the structure of all 
important hedgerows that would be breached by the site works.  

7.4.5 An archaeologist will monitor all other earthmoving works and record any features or 
deposits of interest 

7.4.6 The archaeological recording undertaken as part of the programme (SMS, hedgerow 
recording and monitoring) will form an archive for ultimate deposition in an approved 
local museum.  Where results warrant, a summary will be published in the local 
county archaeological journal Cornish Archaeology, or other publication as 
appropriate.  
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7.4.7 Carriageway and landscaping works in the area north of the existing A38 east of 
Dobwalls would not necessitate the removal of the listed milestone.  The proximity of 
the works to that feature would involve construction activities in the very near vicinity, 
however, and to prevent any possibility of accidental damage the milestone will be 
lifted and stored in a secure works compound for the duration of the construction 
activities in that location.  On completion, the milestone will be replaced in its original 
position.  A method statement detailing the recording of the condition, location and 
setting of the milestone prior to its temporary removal, together with proposals for its 
re-erection, will be agreed with the Caradon District Council Conservation Officer and 
submitted as part of an application for listed building consent. 

7.4.8 As reported below, no adverse operational impacts have been identified and 
consequently no mitigation measures are required. 

7.5 Construction Impacts 

7.5.1 Constructing the bypass will involve the dislocation of field systems potentially, but not 
certainly, of medieval origin.  Direct physical impact will take the form of breaches of 
various widths through established field boundaries along the length of the route, 
including Cornish hedges defined as being of historical importance.  The proposed 
mitigation would provide a photographic record, measured sketch and description of 
each affected length of historically important hedge prior to removal.  Investigation 
after removal would provide an opportunity to obtain dating evidence which would 
assist in clarifying the development of the wider landscape. The loss of these features 
of local importance would be a slight adverse effect. 

7.5.2 Potential archaeological features indicated by the geophysical survey will be lost as a 
results of construction.  The proposed archaeological recording via SMS and 
subsequent monitoring will provide a full record of these features, reducing the level 
of impact to a slight adverse effect. 

7.5.3 Alterations to the carriageway adjacent to the Looe Mills toll house will have a neutral 
effect on the immediate setting of the listed building, with no off-line movement on the 
north side of the existing A38.  The retention of the road on its present alignment at 
this point would maintain the relationship of the toll house with the former turnpike 
which it was constructed to service.  Culvert works within the pre-1974 A38 
immediately in front of the toll house will generate noise, dust and vibration over a 
short period during construction, the level of which would have no appreciable impact 
on the listed building or its setting, and is therefore considered to be a neutral effect. 

7.5.4 The lifting and temporary storage of the listed milestone would preclude the possibility 
of any damage during the site works programme.  Replacement of the milestone in its 
current position adjacent to the former turnpike will fully restore the setting of the 
feature, and therefore will be a neutral effect. 

7.6 Operational Impacts 

7.6.1 A significant reduction in traffic flows through Dobwalls would lessen the effects of 
pollution and vibration on roadside structures including the Grade II listed St Peter’s 
Church. This would constitute a slight beneficial effect on the setting of these 
structures.  

7.7 Conclusions 
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7.7.1 The breaches in the historically important hedgerows and the dislocation which the 
new alignment would involve for the historic landscape would constitute a slight 
adverse residual effect.  The reduction of traffic flows through Dobwalls would involve 
a slight beneficial effect on the setting of one nationally important feature (St Peter’s 
Church.  There would be a neutral effect on the other listed structures, including those 
within the Moorswater Industrial estate which would not be directly affected by the 
scheme.

Figures:  

Figure 7.1  Tracing of 1841 tithe map to show field boundaries  

Figure 7.2. Location of cultural heritage and archaeological features within study area 
including all historically important hedges (which in turn includes all Cornish hedges)  

Figure 7.3. Photograph of typical of hedgerow   

Figure 7.4. Photograph of the toll house  
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