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'Old ~illiam' working near Latton Basin in 1911 
from Stroudwater and Thames and Severn Canals, Towpath Guide. 
Hadford & Viner, 1984 
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B) 

SUMMARY 

This archaeological assessment has indicated the presence 
of three distinct areas of archaeological potential. Each 
of these will require a different archaeological approach 
if threatened by the proposed road development. They are 
listed here in order of assumed priority. 

The three key areas are; 

at 
The 
and 

have 
Churn 

THE ROMAN ROAD, ERMIN STREET which leaves the A419 
Weavers Bridge and heads southeast toward Calcutt. 
assumed position of this road is shown on figures 5.0 
7.0. It is likely that remains of the road, if they 
not been subsequently damaged by movements of the 
will lie at less than 30-50cm below the surface. 

Recommended action 

Two geophyscal transects across the line of the road to 
establish its exact position, the osition of extinct 
meander channels of the Churn and the potential for road
side buildings. (This field is under pasture). figure 9.0 

Depending on the results of the geophYSical transects, the 
excavation of evaluation trenches across the line of the 
road. The aim will be to determine the condition, survival 
and potential of the road at this point. 

Added topics to be addressed during evaluation would be; 
the possibility of a bridge over the Churn, the basal con
struction of the road, ie. is it built on brushwood and 
clay bank?, and, finally to test by excavation any associ
ated anomalies highlighted by the geophysical work. 

THAMES AND SEVERN CANAL, ASSOCIATED BUILDINGS, TURNPIKE 
AND CRICKLADE BRIDGE these are shown on figu=e 7.0 which 
is taken from the 1873 OS map. The Thames and Severn Canal 
is now disused and within the study area it is filled-in. 
Four of the six bUildings associated with the Cricklade 
Wharf and shown on the 1873 map, appear to be standing in 
some form. Two other buildings at Weavers Bridge, one of 
which may be the Turnpike at what was called the Cricklade 
Bridge on the Andrews and Dury map, figure 4.0 are also 
still standing. None of these buildings appea~ to be 
listed, though this is still to be confirmed. 
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C) 
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2 

Recommended action 

It is recommended that if any of the buildings are threat
ened by the proposed development, a full standing build
ings record is undertaken. This would include photograph
ic, documentary and architectural survey. CAT will await 
confirmation from FGCE on the risks to these buildings, 
and therefore recommend for the present that no immediate 
work be undertaken. 

LINEAR CROPMARKS ?DOUBLE-DITCHED TRACKWAY (PRN 616) in 
field 2273. Aerial photographs indicate the presence of 
ring ditches and associated features to the east of the 
study area. Two features, one feature, which is possibly 
the remains of a quarry, (see figure 8.0) and a linear 
cropmark (PRN 616) impinge upon the study area. Linear 
feature 616 is possibly a Roman dOUble-ditched -trackway, 
wce SMR, but is probably the original line of the Fairford 
road before it was realigned at seme stage in the late 
18th century. 

Recommended action 

It is recommended that when possible, field 2273 which is 
down to arable, is field-walked to determine the presence 
or otherwise of human activity such as prehistoric flint 
scatters or Roman building debris. If concentrations of 
material are encountered, then further work might reasona
bly be recommended. This might take the form of geohysical 
prospection and evaluation excavation. 

It is also recommended that an evaluation trench be dug 
across the line of PRN 616 to test the below-ground nature 
of the cropmark feature. The position of the trench is 
shown on figure 9.0 
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A419 LATTON BYPASS 
SECOND SOUTHERN EXTENSION 

Summary 

The additional corridor of interest extending south toward Crick
lade is defined on figure 1.0. This area was agreed verbally 
between FGCE and CAT by telephone on 11.7.91. 

This second southern extension represents an area of approximate
ly 150x160m. It is bounded to the west by the A419 and to the 
east by the Cricklade bypass. The River Churn flows NW to SE 
through the study area and forms the boundary between the parish
es of Cricklade and Latton. All the land within this study area 
is under pasture. 

The Roman Ermin Street continues south through the study area, as 
was indicated on figure 7.0 of the southern extension assessment. 

No other archaeological sites or monuments are currently known 
from this area. Figure 3.0, which illustrates the distribution of 
plots on the Wiltshire Sites and Monuments Record shows the 
position of SU 19 SW 300 as lying partially within this second 
southern extension. This record number refers to two sections of 
the Roman Ermin street excavated by MJ Stone in 1982 on e a 0 
the Swindon Archaeological Society. Details are given at Appendix 
A of the original Latton Assessment. Both excavated sections lay 
outside and some eight hundred meters or more to the south of the 
study area. 

study of aerial photo-

Field 0829 contains the remains of a disused tank shown on the OS 
1:2500 map. These featUres are all modern and presumed to be 
related to the Water Board. No archaeological work is required in 
this field. 

Recommended Action 

It is recommended that a further two geophysical transects are 
positioned across the line of the Roman Ermin Street, see figure 
9.0. The possible movements of the River Churn and/or alterations 
of its course necessitate this degree of detailed study. This 
work could be carried out as originally defined in chapter 4.5, 
page 15 and at the same rate as costed. 

Depending on the results of the geophysical transects, a 
further one or perhaps two machine cut evaluation trenches would 
be recommended, to test the condition, survival and nature of the 
Roman road in this second southern extension. 
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Geotechnical work has been carried out ill this area by 
FGCE and it is recommended that CAT study the results (a 
showing the locations of testpits and summarised results from 
first two meters of the testpits) to test blank areas where 
have found no indications from the standard data sources 
archaeology exists. 

the 
map 
the 
CAT 

that 

Verbal communications with the FGCE/May Gurney field team 
suggest that the geotechnical testpits located between the A419 
and the Cricklade Bypass did not provide any evidence for the 
presence of the Ermin Street. The excavation of these testpits 
was not monitored by an archaeologist and their exact position is 
not presently known to CAT. The information, even negative will 
be useful in assessing the likelihood of below ground deposits 
and could save the need for further machine excavation. 

There are no standing buildings or features associated with the 
Thames and Severn Canal. 

Adjustments to the Report Structure 

These recommendations are additional to those on 
pages. The following text applies equally to both 
Roman Ermin Street would appear to be the only 
monument identified in this study area. 

the previous 
areas since the 
archaeological 

The figures which accompany the text have been altered where 
necessary to include the Second Southern Extension and the pro
jected line of the Roman road, figure 7.0. The amended figure 9.0 
shows the position of two further geophysical transects. It is 
hoped that the geotechnical testpits already excavated by FGCE 
will cover the seemingly 'blank' archaeological areas and save 
further excavation to test these areas. 
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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION AND BRIEF 
================================================================ 

1.1 Brief, scope and definitions 

This report presents the findings of the stage 1 archaeological 
assessment of the southward extended 'corridor of interest' for 
the A419 Latton Bypass, (FGCE letter of 25 April 1991) which lies 
mainly in the parish of Latton but also impinges upon the parish 
of Cricklade in its southwest corner. See figure 1.0. 

The information in this document is additional to that submitted 
in the main archaeological report, CAT 1991, and follows the same 
format. Sections not specific to this area have been 6mitted and 
reference should be made to the original Latton report. 

The study was commissioned by Frank Graham Consulting Engineers 
Limited, Elgar House, Sh~ub Hill, Worcester, Hereford and Worces
ter, WR4 9EN for the Department of Transport. 

The of this archaeological study is to rovide 
a a wlth a view to enabling: 

i) any modification to the design, construction methods, 
and/or layout of the proposed development which might 
enhance the worthwhile preservation of the archaeological 
deposits to be made at the earliest opportunity, and; 

i1) the dosignJ planning and costing of the most 
appropriate archaeological response to the proposed devel
opment to be prepared in good time. 

This report has been prepared by CAT Ltd with all reasonable 
skill, care and diligence within the terms of the cont=act with 
the client and taking account of the manpower and resources 
devoted to it by agreement with the client. CAT Ltd disclaims 
any responsibility to the client and others in respect of any 
matters outside the scope of the above. This report is confiden
tial to the client and CAT Ltd accepts no responsibility of 
whatsoever nature to third parties to whom this report or any 
part thereof is made known. Any such party relies upon t~e 
report at their own risk. 

1 
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1.2 The study area 

The study area is shown on figure 1.0 and represents an area of 
c.240x200m lying mainly in the parish of Latton, but overlapping, 
in the southwest corner, into the parish of Cricklade. Much of 
the land lies at c.79m OD. 

1.3 Geology and 50ils 

The land lying to the east of the Cricklade bypass would appear 
to be underlain with deposits of the First Terrace river gravels, 
laid down by early movements of the river Thames. To the west of 
the Cricklade bypass the river gravels do not appear to survive 
and the bedrock, Oxford Clay, is overlain by alluvial deposits of 
the River Churn. These alluvial deposits are typically silts and 
clays with occasional oraganic deposits, (Wainwright, W~~ LVii). 

Soils in this area are characterised by a high clay content. 

1.4 Archaeological background 

The principal subject of interest within the study area has been 
the position and nature of the Roman road between Weavers Bridge 
and Calcutta The most important work was by Wainwright in 1955, 
when the position of the road was determined without doubt. De
tails are given in Chapter 2. 

Two records are listed on the Wiltshire County Council SMR and 
shown as lying within the study area; 

The following are sites and monuments of interest Wnlen lie 
within or close to the study area. Not all are precisely located 
and their value is therefore reduced. In general the data allows 
a picture of the history of the area to be constructed. In this 
report however, priority has been given to the principal monu
ments which might survive as either below-ground depcsits or 
standing structures. 

Archaeological sites and monuments 
(See figure 3.0) 

SU19SW 306 

It is indicated on the SXR map that this site lies within the 
on USlon concern-

two different sources and probably two different sites. 
Firstly, there is a record of finds and observations of 

masonry by A D Passmore at a position most likely to be Cricklade 
Bridge. (WA~ Xli. 1920-22 & XIV. 185, 195). These are not however 
precisely leoated. 

2 
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Secondly ~here is reference to a range of finds including, 
sherds, coins, statuette of all auger, 3rd century ~ornbstone 
together with tiles from excavations in the NW corner of Crick
lade. There is no evidence to suggest that these finds do in fact 
come from within the study area. It is most likely that they come 
from excavations close to Cricklade carried out during the 
1950's. 

Comments by T R Thompson, WAM 66, 177-8 concernina a Roman 
port at Cricklade do not it seems_ refer to an area close to 
Weavers Bridge, ie. the study area. Thompson believes that Crick
lade might have been the site of a river port and that Blue 
Bridge would have been the upper limit for navigation. There is 
therefore no evidence that SMR No. 306 does in fact indicate the 
position of a possible Romano-British river port. More likely the 
point at which the Ermine Street crossed the river Churn. 

SU09SE 456 

This site represents associated finds at NGR 09969451 by M J 
Stone during fieldwork in 1974. Pottery of 13th-14th century date 
was discovered. However, evaluation excavation in Trench XVII for 
the first part of the Latton archaeological survey produced no 
evidence of Roman or medieval roadside occupation. In that case 
on the land just to the north of The Wharf. 

SU19SW 616, 610, 611 and 612 

Cropmark feat~~es illustrated on the SMR map. Only SMR 616 would 
appear ~o continue into the study area although there is some 
confusion concering its exact postion. The aerial photographic 
work carried out for this assessment, see figure 8.0 suggests 
that this linear feature does not continue into the study area. 
The work by M J St~ne in 1974 showed from AP's that the cropmark 
does carry on toward Ermin street and was interpreted as a 
?Romana-Eri~ish double-ditched trackway. The cropmark may repre
sent an origi~al line of the lane leading to Down Ampney, since 
the road is shcwn as st=aight on cartographic evidence cf 1i83. 

Unprovenanced Roman finds 

In 1863 J Buckman reported the dicovery of a number of Rcman 
finds including a great number of coins, (WAM IX) from the Latton 
ba .. 

evidence. 

3 
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Ermin Street 

In the article by Wainwright, WAM LVii, the author quotes A D 
Passmore's statement that the line of the Roman road to the south 
of Weavers Bridge, ie. in the study area, is visible from the air 
'as a fine yellow line contrasting with the green herbage' . 

No aerial photoraphs have been studied for this report which 
show the Roman road at this point. 

The article by Wainwright, WAM LVii, provides the most 
useful and serious discussion of the Roman road. This subject is 
addressed in detail in Chapter 3. Suffice it to say that there is 
no doubt in the authors mind that the Roman road does continue 
south of Weavers Bridge on a different alignment from the A419 
and in the direction of Calcutt. 

Cricklade or Latton Wharf, Thames and Severn Canal 

The two names appear to be interchangeable but refer to the wharf 
illustrated on figure 7.0, of the Thames and Severn Ca~al. Little 
sytematic archaeological work has been carried out on this site 
to date. At least fcur of the original buildings shcwn on the 
1875 OS map are still standing. Some discussion is made of this 
monument in Chapter 3 and two good surveys which inclu~e details 
of this section of the canal are quoted. Industrial archaeology, 
and the archaeology of the post-Medieval period in general is 
only in recent years receiving the attention it deserves. Little 
however has been recorded on the SMR's around the country and few 
sites are scheduled or listed. 

1.5 Report structure 

In the following chapter 2, the sources of archaeclogical data 
are outlined. In chaDter 3 the studv area is reviewed ZV chrono
logical period and the importance of the varying sites ~nd monu
ments is discussed. Finally in chapter 4 some conclusion~ are 
drawn and recommendations f~r future work made. =:cures are 
interleaved with the text in ~elevant chapters. 

4 
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CHAPTER 2 

STAGE ONE ARCHAEOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT 
================================================================ 

The follo~ing sources were studied. 

2.1 Archaeological records and source~ 

The Wiltshire County Council (wec) SMR in Trowbridge. (plots on 
OS maps (1:10,560 1960) see figure 3.0. 

2.2 Aerial photographs 

The Royal Commission (RCHHE) Air Photography Unit (A?U) 
don were the only source checked for this assessment. A 
list of available photgraphs is available if required. 

2.3 Cartographic and documentary sources 

at Swin
complete 

The main source was Wiltshire County Council Record Office. 

The three maps studied for this assessment were the Andrews and 
Dury map of 1783, the earliest known for this area, and the 25" 
OS maps of 1875 and 1899 which show details of the Thames and 
Severn Canal. 

These maps are reproduced as figures 4.0 and 7.0. 

Map regression provides evidence of the landscaDe changes since 
the end of the mediev~l pe=iod. Evaluation will help determine 
whether they are earlier still in origin. 

Primary documentary scurces survive in the form of esta~e papers, 
court rolls, Fee~ of Fi~es, enclosure schedules and church war
dens accounts. The abundance of documentary material relating to 
the Thames an~ Seve~n Canal is ~ell dealt with elsewhere, H 
Household, and n~ a~~empt has been made to gather such mat9rial 
for this assessment. 

Secondary documentary sources are listed in the bihlioqraphy and 
included The Wiltshire Ar~haeological Magazine (WAn), the Victo
ria Ccunty History fc~ Wiltshire, archaeology. (There is no 
Victoria County History yet written for the parish of Latton). 

Tertiary descriptive texts are fully listed as references. 

5 
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2.4 Museums 

Archaeological finds from Latton are divided between the museum 
at Swindon and the Corinium Museum in Cirencester. Finds from the 
parish of Cricklade may exist in the Cricklade museum, but there 
was not time to check this source. If further work is carried out 
this is recommended. 

Any finds which result from this research should go to the museum 
responsible for north Wiltshire in Swindon along with a copy of 
the report. A second copy of the report will be deposited with 
the Corinium museum in Cirencester. Cricklade museum should also 
be consulted about the deposition of finds. 

2.5 Fieldwork 

Fieldwalking is recommended for field 2273 when the current crop 
has been removed. 

Field-checking has only been done from the road to establish the 
nature of land use for further recommendations. Systematic field
checking and especially a river bank surve is rec 

e carried out at any time. 

Geophysical survey is recommended for the area close to Weavers 
Bridge where the Ermins Street parts company with the A419. This 
work could be carried out at short notice. Details in chapter 
4.0. 

2.6 Field conditions and land availability 

The land use within the study area can be neatly divided into 
three parts; 

a)the built environment where no archaeological work can present
ly be done, 

b)field 2273 which is under crop and could be field-walked fol
lowing the harvest, and 

c)field 0045 which is down to pasture and would require geophysi
cal survey and/or evaluation excavation to test for the presence 
and nature of below-ground deposits. 

6 
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CHAPTER THREE 

CHRONOLOGICAL SUMMARY 
================================================================ 

3.1 The Prehistoric Period 

The general context for this area is discussed in some detail in 
the main report. 

The study Area 

There is one site/find which is provenanced to the River Churn 
(Latton boundary, VCR 1 1, 61), a leaf-shaped socketed iron 
spearhead of Iron Age date. An AV stater of Cunobelin from the 
mint of Camulodunum, found c.1874 is also attributed to the same 
location. 

During the excavations by Wainwright in 1955 (see figure 5.0, 
trench CD), organic silty deposits were encountered beneath the 
Roman road. There is some debate as to whether these represent a 
deliberate support or corduroy of brushwood and logs for the road 
or a natural deposit in existance before the Roman eriod. A 

e core was cut and sent for analysis to Dr G w Dimbleby. 

The laboratory conclusion was that the deposits (a layer of 
soggy black silt, encountered at a depth of 4 feet) was of Neo
lithic or later date, and "that all material 38-39 inches was 
laid down naturally by normal alluvial deposition under relative
ly constant ecological conditions. He detects evidence of an old 
surface -1 

only on pollen analysis but also on other soil features noted in 
samples, including char~oal flecks at about 25 inches and compar
atively abundant remains ef molluscs at about 38 inches." 

The significant resul~s of the Wainwright excavations were 
that the two foot t~i~k laye~ of organic, silty material encoun
tered in Trench CD was net apparent in Trench AB, but appeared i~ 
all the trenches D~t~ee~ E and F. ~he deposit was interpreted as 
a deep channel fill ove= ~hich the Roma~had to carry their roat. 

The fact t~at the silty depesit was observed in six places 
some 50m apart (figure 5.0, CD and EF) wculd suggest an extensive 
series of organic deposits to be negotiated by the Raman road 
engineers. The depcsits t~emselves were clearly laid down in pre
Roman times and there is always the potential for associated 
prehistoric activity. 

7 
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3.2 The Romano-British Period 

Details are given in the main Latton report concering the general 
context for the study area. Suffice it to say that the principal 
archaeological monument is the Ermin street, the Roman road from 
Silchester to Cirencester and Gloucester. For much of the last 
century and this century, local archaeologists have been con
cerned. with the riddle of the missing section of this road be
tween Calcutt and Latton Wharf/Weavers Bridge. (Figure 5.0). The 
modern road enters the town of Cricklade on its east side and 
leaves on the north side, rejoining the Ermin street at Weavers 
Bridge (ie. within the Study Area). Details of the arguments 
relating to this problem are dealt with in the article by F T 
Wainwright, WAX LVii, 192-200. 

There is now no doubt that Cricklade was the site of Romano
British occupation (Wainwright 1955) and that other settlements 
lay at distances of SOOm to 1km to either side of the Ermin 
street. (see the results of the work at Latton for example CAT 
1991 etc.). The position of rural settlements, some of possibly 
considerable antiquity (eg. possible late Bronze Age occupation 
and certainly pre-Roman Iron Age occupation at AM 899), would 
suggest that the Ermin Street was constructed in a direct line 
through the landscape and that only then did these exist'n u 

ements link up, by means of double-ditched trackways with 
Ermin street. It would seem likely to speculate that Crick

lade was the site of just one such 'pre-road' rural settlement) 
and that,because of its importance in the Saxon period when it 
became a burh} and the difficulties of crossing the Thames, the 
Ermin street necame permanently diverted through the town. 

The Study Area 

An abandoned portion of the Roman Ermin Street lies within the 
study area. (figu~e 7.0). Its existence is t~ken as proven. 
Within the study area or close to it the Roman ~oad would have 
crossed the River Chur~. It is likely that the River ChUrn has 
moved or been diverted since the Roman period, therefore maki~q 
it difficult to determine a possible position fer a Reman 
bridge. 

The length of the missing stretch of road is apprexima~ely three 
quarters of a mile from X to Z, illustrated on figure 5.0. The 
northern third including that part within the study area, saa 
figure 7.0, has long been recognised and is marked on the 25", 
1875 OS map. Between X and Y there are recorded finds of material 
ef Roman date, including a number of coins which date the Ermin 
street to the middle of the first century AD. 

Details of the finds associated with the road in LnlS area are 
listed at supplement A and are available if required. 

s 
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The structure of the road likely to be encountered 
study area is illustrated in figure 6.0. 

The following key issues must be addressed. 

in the 

1)A geophysical survey is recommended for the study area as 
illustrated on figure 9.0. The aim would be to determine the 
exact position of the road and any associated road-side features. 

2)A river bank survey is recommended to check that no signs 
of structures exist in the banks of the present River Churn where 
it passes through the study area. Special attention should be 
paid to the area close to Weavers Bridge the point at which the 
A419 leaves the Roman road and heads towards Cricklade. 

3)Dependant upon the results of the geophysical survey it is 
recommended that perhaps two evaluation trenches are excavated to 
test the survival and potential of the Roman road within the 
study area. The reason for this being that the road may have been 
damaged by movements of the Churn and/or Canal works both of 
which would lower the value of the monument within the study 
area. The evaluation excavations would also aim to determine the 
presence or absence of associated features which would increase 
the status of the monument. A bridge, road-side struc~ures and 
special base, for example of brushwood and logs, would all, if 

ation excavation is necessary so that any such features can be 
identified in advance of further developmemnt. An incidental 
research interest would be the discovery of evidence for when 
this stretch of the road went out of use. 

PRN 616, Linear Cropmark 

wthin the northern corner of the study area is PRN 6l6, shown on 
WCC SMR as a double-ditched trackway of possible Roman date. This 
feature was identified by M J stone in 1974 from ae~ial photo
graphs, but its date has never been precisely determined. The SMR 
officer considered that it might in fact be a drain. However, 
study of the 1783, Andrews and Dury map shows that the road to 
Down Ampney and Fairford was straight and the kink that can now 
be seen probably resulted from engineering works associated with 
the construction of the Thames and Severn Canal in the late 18th 
century. It is likely that the cropmark represents the original 
line of the road, which might have been of Roman origin. This 
will require testing by a small evaluation excavation. If it is 
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similar to PRN 615 at Latton, the double-ditched trackway inves
tigated by Trench XVI, it will be a case of determining its 
condition and date. 

3.3 The Anglo Saxon and Medieval Period 

Cricklade was an important centre during the Saxon and medieval 
periods, and it is likely that the stretch of Roman road between 
X and Y was abandoned by this stage. The Ermin street north of 
Weavers Bridge has remained in use since the Roman period and 
there is therefore, the potential for evidence of post-Roman 
actvity within the study area. 

The study Area 

The presence of 13th and 14th century material, PRN 456, from 
within the study area has been noted. No associated structures 
were encountered with the finds and their exact position is not 
known. The presence of a bridge over the River Churn is, like 
that for the Roman period a point of interest. Although no spe
cific action is recommended for sites or monuments of these peri
ods, evaluation excavation suggested to test the condition and 
survival of the Ermin streeet as a monument of Roman date will 

e ermlne e presence or a sence of Anglo-Saxon and Medieval 
structures if they exist. 

3.4 The Post-Medieval Period 

Thames and Severn Canal 

The monument of greatest significance from this period is the 
Thames and Severn Canal. A number of good surveys of the history 
of the canals exist. It is worth mentioning two in particular. 
They are the History of the Thames and Severn Canal by Humphrey 
Household and the Towpath Guide to the Stroudwater and Thames and 
Severn Canals by M Handford and D Viner. 

To suggest the significance of the monument and its history, 
it is worth quoting the following article written in a national 
newspaper. (Handford and Viner). 

Gloucester, November 19th, 1789 

'This day was effected the greatest object of internal navigation 
in this kingdom. The Severn was united to the Thames, by an 
intermediate canal ascending by Stroud through the vale of Chal
ford to a height of 343 feet by 28 locks; there entering a tunnel 
through the hill of Sapperton for the length of two miles and 
three furlongs, and descending 134 feet by 14 locks it joined the 
Thames near Lechlade. 

10 
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This undertaking is worthy of a great commercial nation, and does 
great credit to the exertions of the individuals who have promot
ed and completed a work of such magnitude, at an expense of near 
two hundred thousand pounds'. 

The canal was abandoned firstly in 1927 and then finally at the 
western end in 1933, since which time much has been infilled and 
many associated structures destroyed. 

The Stroudwater, Thames and Severn Canal Trust has been set up to 
restore interest and understanding of this monument. There are 
are 5 key aims of the Trust; 

1. The preservation of the line of the Cotswold 
and Thames and Severn) Canals (including associated 
and promotion of their use for recreation. 

(Stroudwater 
structures), 

2. The promotion of the towpath as a long distance Right of 
Way. 

3. Promotion of the restoration of the Stroudwater navigation 
and the Thames and Sever 
Ref.756094) to the tail of Hope Mill Lock (OS Ref. 862031) in 
accordance with the Trust's pubished programme. 

to 

4. Pro~tion of the Thames and Severn Canal in the area of the 
Cotswold Water Park and Cricklade (Wilts). 

..,. of these Cotswold Canals to navi ation 
ames. 

The critical poin~ to make here is that there is considerable 
interest in the Thames and Severn Canal, especially in the area 
close to Lat~an. cf 4. above. The Stoudwater, Thames and Severn 
Canal Trust booklet includes a synopsis of the history of the 
canal. which is very interesting from an engineering point of 
view. It also ~ncl~des the details about the Trust and its broad 
aims. This i3 ~vailable as supplement B if required. 

The Study Area 

The above comments are intended as only a guide to the potentia! 
interest in the Thames and Severn Canal as an important part of 
this countries industrial archaeological heritage. 

Within the 
following 

5tudy ~reaJ as can be seen on figure 
components of the system; 

are the 

I a) 

I 
A saction of the Thame~ and Severn Canal, (now infilled). 
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b) The Cricklade/Latton Wharf, the basin and associated small-
. . ,. ., . s pro a e a 

foundations exist below ground. Described by Handford and Viner 
as "now the best preserved of the three examples of this design, 
and certainly better situated for study now that the new by-pass 
has taken all the main road traffic away from it. The site, now 
Wharf Farm, has enjoyed something of a rehabilitation in recent 
years with the owners, Hr and Mrs Cleaver, re-roofing the build
ing and renewing the stucco work on the facade. Perha s 

e, coffee and cream colour scheme may not appeal to all 
but it certainly gives the building an impact when seen, 

as most people do see it, from the by-pass immediately across the 
field." 

c) The site of a bridge where the Faiford/Down Ampney Road 
crossed the canal. (It is likely that the bridge was simply 
collapsed on the spot and the road levelled above (Viner, pers. 
comm.) . 

d) The Wharfhouse/warehouse, "as at Cirencester and Kempsf:::;rc, 
had at least two functions; firstly as accommodation for the 
wharfinger in the central part of the building and secondly as 
storage space for goods on either side and to the rear of the 
living accommodation, all under the one large roof. Despite 
recent alterations, the doorway access points for goods on the 
ground floor and first floor of each wing survive, and even 
without the hoists over these doorways this gives an excellent 
impression of the way the building was used. In plan it follows 
the Cirencester example very closely (this building has been 
subsequently demolished). Of all the other features of the wharf, 
small stables and a completely untouched coal ticket office still 
survive, each situated at sepa~ate ent~ances to the wharf. Othe~ 
buildings on the othe~ side of the wharf have gone, the old 
diamond shaped basin has been filled in and now forms a paddock 
infront of the buildings. A footpath goes alongside the wharf 
buildings from the old road and reaches the new by-pss where ~ 
signpost indicates 'Eisey l' across the road." 

Turnpike and Cricklade Bridge 

Of the ether standing structures within the study area the mcst 
interesting are Weavers Bridge and the adjoining building which 
lies right on the A419. The Andrews and Dury map of 1873 shows 
the bridge called Cricklade Bridge and the building as the Turn
pike where road tolls would have been collected. The Cirencester 
to Cricklade road was turnpiked in 1758 and late~ incorperated 
into the Cir. ~ 
made to Gloucestershire Turnpike Roads, A signal teaching aid, 
GRO 1976 for further details. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
================================================================ 

Within the study area there are a range of fascinating archaeo
logical monuments representative of developments in transport and 
communication over the last two thousand years. It is indeed 
correct that it should be a new road scheme that has called 
attention to the history of this particular spot. 

In chronological order the following conlusions and recommenda
tions can be made. 

4.1 The Prehistoric Period 

The only potential for prehistoric archaeology would seem to lie 
at present in the organic silty deposit beneath Ermin Street. It 
is recommended that this be given special attention, assuming 
that flooding does not prohibit the work, during the evaluation 
excavations recommended principally for the study of the Roman 
road. 

Fieldwalking recommended for field 2273 should identify any 
scatters of prehistoriC material such as flint if they exist. 

4.2 The Roman Period 

Ermin street (Monument, Roman Road) 

It is recommended that geophysical survey be used to determine 
its exact position and the presence or absence of any associated 
structures. Details are given in chapter 3.2. 

?Double-ditched trackway (PRN 616) (Monument, trackway) 

Evidence fer the existence of this trackway comes f~cm cropmarks 
identified on aerial photographs. It seems likely that the pr2-
sent road to Down Ampney was diverted at the kink in the road 
which lies nearest to the Cricklade by-pass. The original line cf 
this road which is shown without a kink in the 1873 map, Andrews 
and Dury, is presumably responsible for the cropmark. It is no~ 
certain that this cropmark does represent a double-ditched track
wa as su crested on the W· ~-

this assessment could produce ne added detail to that shown on 
the StlR map. 

It is recommended that the field (2273) in which this l:near fea
ture, PRN 616, and the quarry-like cropmark feature (see figure 
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fieldwalked systematically and a small evalu-

position for an evaluation trench 
feature is shown on figure 9.0. 

4.3 The Saxon and Medieval Periods 

e 
of 

There are no known Saxon or Medieval features, exce t the e --
min res an e Down Ampney road. It is assumed that all 

work on these principally Roman monuments will also allow study 
of changes made during later periods. No specific recommendations 
are therefore made at this stage. 

4.4 The Post-Medieval Period 

Thames and Severn Canal (Monument, post-Medieval Canal) 

The range of components associated with the Thames and Severn 
Canal a~d lying within the study area have been detailed in 
chapter 3. These include the basin, bridge, wharfingers house 
(now Wharf Farm) and associated smaller buildings. The potential 
value and interest in the canal system and this section of it, 
are considerable. A public Right of Way exists along the line of 
the canal. 

It is recommended that when details of the proposed road scheme 
have been decided upon a strategy for dealing with featUres of 
this monument are detailed. If the buildings are threatened then 
a full survey would be required, especially of the wharfingers 
house, which is only one of the two surviving examples of this 
type. 

Turnpike and Cricklade Bridge 

The tu~npike dates from the mid 18th century and the Cricklade 
Bridge} now called Weavers Bridge is of at least 18th cent~ry 

date. The fact that the line of the Cirencester to Cricklade read 
has remained unc~anged ~p to the point of Weavers Bridge wculd 
suggest that this is possibly the site of a much older crossing 
of the River Churn. 

It is recommended that when details are known of the 
impact of the road scheme on this area, further decisions 
be made to deal with the 

likely 
should 

~n the event of construction work affecting below ground depos
its, the most effective approach would be a watching brief at the 
time of construction. 
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In the event of construction work affecting standing structures 
it is recommended that a full standing buldings architectural 
survey with photographs and drawings is made. This would apply to 
all the standing structures within the study area belonging to 
the above two categories. 

For the present therefore, no archaeological work needs to be 
done on the post-Medieval features. 

4.5 Immediate Recommended Action 
(see figure 9.0) 

1 JULY/AUGUST Geophysical survey in the area of the Roman 
Road, Figure 9.0. Two c. 30xlOm transects, at a cost of less than 
b250.00. This could be carried out at short notice. 

2 AUGUST/SEPTEMBER Field walking in field 
the harvest to check for presence of material 
might lead to further work if concentrations of 
encountered. 

2273 following 
scatters. This 

material are 

3 AUGUST/SEPTEMBER One machine and hand-dug trench 
linear feature, PRN 616 is recommended, following the 
walking. The trench should be c. 20x2.5m in size, starting 
to the fence line of the road. 

across 
field 
close 

4 JULY/AUGUST Evaluation excavation dependant on the re
sults of the geophysical survey, but probably two macnlne and 
hand-dug trenches with normal archaeological recording to deter
mine survival, condition, potential etc. 
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