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Salvage recording on the route of the Worcester 
Western Bypass 

M N apthan and S Ratkai 

Part 1 Project summary 

2 

Reasons for the project 

The project was undertaken in res.ponse In the const.ruction of a new road 
around the ",ulh·wcstern edge of St John' in Bcdwardine, forming a link in 
th� rmr{)�e=ct WnTt:r,��tpr r.)rbit<l.l r01.lte. 

At the planning stage an archaeological evaluation was undertaken (Napthan 
and Coopcr 1993) and the nature of the salvage re cording is based on the 
recommendations in that report. The road passes close t.o a number of sites 
identified as of archaeological interest and registered on the County Sites and 
MonUIIlcnls Record as such. The route c.ru�sc:s part of the documented sIte of 
the B ottle of Worcester (1651), and the earlier Civil War skirmish ot Powick 
Bridge (1642). A number of otht.':r �itcs of nrchneological interest lie in the 
vicinity of the roadline, several of which are known only from docuIlLCntary 
sources and cannot be positively located. 

Outline of results and significance 

A metal detector :::urvey of rhe baulefidd was undertaken prior to the Slart of 
construct.ion work. 'This proved to he inconclusive as periodic flooding appears 
to have buried the contemporary ground .surface under a deep layer of silt. The 
depth of sill seal ing the batllefield may be sufficient lO protect the Civil War 
deposits from the effects of road construction. 

The remainder of the route was inspected during and ,uter soil stripping. The 
ground conditions were generally poor for archaeological purposes, and n(} 
significant features were identified. Otlc late p(}st�medieval field boundary was 
identified crossing the ruadline where it showed as a "soJ"tspot" rutted by 
heavy machinery. A very sparse scatter of late post-med ieval and modern 
finds was recovered during a walk over survey of the stripped areas. Direct 
monitoring of the soil stripping by 360n excavatur was nOl usually possible 
due to the hazarJous conditions created by manoevring dumper trucks. Areas 
"ripped by bulldozer provided the best finished ,ucraces, hut t.hese often 
retained a thin skim of topsoil potentially ohscuring underlying features. 

The flood relief channels cut across the Teme flood plain proved to be [he 
most archa�ol()gicaly usefull elements of the scheme in providing clean 
sections across Powick Ham5, These sections confirmed that 
deposits, devoid of archaeological mat.erlal were present within 1.2m of the 
current. ground , surfa.ce in this area. The fonner lane leading tD Powjck Bridge 
was also visible in section where it was cut by a flood relief c.�hannel. A 
complex sequence of .!.,,1Tavded road surfaces, some scaled by alluvi al deposits 
appears to l'eprescnl thl: later medieval and post-medieval causeway leading 
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A watching I>ri.:f on the line �f the new Worcester Western Bypass pmduced 
evidence of the development of the former lane leading to Powick bridge" 
along which two sign(ficant actions were fought during the Civil Wac No 
din�ct evidence fm' the hattles was re.r.overed despite an intensive me"tal 
detector survey of those parts of the Tmul-scheme which formed part 0/ the 

bllltlefield. ine depth of alluvium ()vec the battlefield may have conlribuzed la 
the absence of"V(),\·itve re.ml!s. 

The whole bypass ruule waS watched /or archaeological remains, however 

nothing else of significance was observed_ The munitoring cOf'u.utions we.re. not 
'Md",;"" to the identification o.f tI;u'""/eatures and the mwarent lack of 

arr.haenlnRical deposits may TInt present the complete picture afthe. area_ 

The archive 

The archive consists of: 

10 Fieldwork progress records AS2 
3 Colour transpiircncy Il.lms 

3 Black and white photographic films 
3 Contexl finds sheets ASH 
3 Scale drawings 
1 Boxes offinds 

Hereford and Worcest.er County MuseUJn 
Hartlebury Castle 

Hartlchury 
Near Kidderminster 
WorccsLcrshirc DY] ] 7XZ 

TeI Hmtlebmy (01299) 250416 
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across the flood plain. Two sherds of pottery recQvered from the forrner road 
surfaces indicate that they were in use in the 12lh·l3th century and 16th·17th 
cenluric" which contlrm.s the documented history of the bridge. 

Conclusions 

The I;::Qn!)\.fuctjon of the bypass has provided an oppponunilY t.o e xam i ne 0 

suhstantial area around Claphill and along the Laughc:rn� valley. However, t.he 
earthm{)ving mClhods used on this p roject Wer� not condusivc to 

archae�)logical investigation. Some forms and periods of site could not have 

been identified if they were present within the roadl;ne unkss they had 
unusually large features Or substantial artefactual scatters. Prehistoric sites 
generally would not have been visible under these conditions. 

The mOrC artcfactually rich si te types such as. Roman and 
medieval settlemen(s Or farmsteads would have been visible as 
nrtefnctual scatt ers and charcoal rich patches in al l but t\."le worst g roun d 
condihons observed. It may therefore bt: assumed that no similar site ]uy 
directly within t.he r oadline. 

The identifjcation of earlier and wider wad ::iurfaccs on the lane lending to 
Powick Bridge hu:s added detaj] to our knowledge of this dcmcnt of lhe 
topography of the Civil War balllefield, hy firmly locatin g the Civil War 
roadline and demon5>trat.ing that it stood on a low causeway. 
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Aims 

The aim(o; of the project were to locate archaeological deposits and record, if 
pus�iblc, their nature, extent, state of preservation; date and their �ignificance; 
any sa l v a g e recording heing un der ta ke n without disruption to t.he 
road-building programme. 

Archaeological background 

The course of the new Worcester Western Bypass runs across the Teme Valley 
from the \.,;urrcnt roundabout south of Powick Bridge, along lhe western br.mk 
of Laugherne Brook aCrOss the railway north of Upper Wick Lane junction to 
tcnninat< at the Bromyard Road. A further link road runs from the IJromyard 
Road junction in a south�westerly direction , passing through Ayrne.st.ry Wood, 

to join the Bransford Road at Tudor Mount. 

The road scheme inclu des both the flood plain of the Tome with its deep 

deposits of rcddi5h-hruwn siIty clay loam alluvial soils and the Teme terrace 
deposits with their large proportion of soft sandstones giving typical argillic 
brown earths (Palmer 1982). In the Laugheme Brook area the soil consists of 
a redd ish bruwn slOny sandy clay loam of the Ncwnham Association Oil 

weathered non-calcareous gravel (Ragg et al 1983).  On the line of Ihe link 
road near Crown East the soils are of the Norton s�rics and consist of a dark 
hmwn slightly stony sandy silt loamj wilh medium to large rounded quartzitic 
pebbles and occasional suh angular flints (Palmer 1982). 

5.1 Archaeological sites affected by the road construction 

Skirmish ut Powick Bridge 1642 (HWCM 17319) 
The lane leading to Powick Bridge was the sccne of one of the earliest 
engagements of the Civil War. 

The Parliamentarian force of 800 troops co mmanded by Colonel Brown, 

having crossed the Se .... ern at Upton, and taken control of the bridge at Powick 
on the evenmg of the 22nd Septcrnbcr� spent the night on horseback in Powick 
Hams. The Parliamentary force ap proached aCrOss Powick Bridge towards St 
lohns ill the aftornoon of the 23rd and encountered Rupert,' army of , ,HOO 

men resting in the vicinity of the Chequers Inn (Bo wcn 1642)_ Royalist 
dragoons djsperst�d along the road line gave harassing fife as the Parliamentary 
forces came up the lane. the latter turned off the lane across a small field and a 
skinni'h en,ued. The Parliamentarian forces were heavily oUI-numbered and 
were rapidly pushed hack t.o Po wick Bl'idge. Here the disorganised column 
becflme congested in the narrow hridge approaches. Figh(ing became intense, 
according to a contemporary Parliamentarian pamphlet (Bowen� 1642) their 
own losses were in excess of 36 dead, 2J. wo unded and one captured. In 
addition a Parliamentarian commander Colonel Edwin Sandys was mortally 
wounded and captured. The Parliamental)' forces were routed and made their 
escape across the bridge, hack to Upton and stopped only at PCr<hore_ 

Site olthe Battle o/Woecener 3rd September J65J (HWCM 249) 

The site of the battle lies mainly to Ihe Cast "r Powick Bridge along the banks 
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of lhe Seycrn, but fighting occurr�d all alo ng the banks of th e Teme and 
around the bridge itself, The banle was on a large scale. with aboul 16,000 On 
the Royalist side alo ne (Cf()mweIl 1(51). Muc h of t he site remains as 
agri cultural land; although parl has hccn affected by developmcnl and 
construction of t he Worc.ester S ou t her n  Bypass ; particularly by thc 
conSlruction of the junction with the A449 just to the south of Powick Bridge. 
Limited physical evidence of the banle has been reported from these previ ous 
developments , "tho only relics of the battle found are two cloy pipes and a 
cannon-ball, which were picked up in the eXC<lvations for the genel'.(Iting 
station" (Electrical Engineer 1894). The surviving portion remains in character 
as it was during the Civil war, under cultivation and as wateml eadows This is 
the silC of t he lasl ba t tle of lhe Civil War and i s  inc luded in th e English 
Heritage Banlefield Register, 

Powick Bridge saw heavy fighting during the banle, It was stubborn ly 
defended by a detachment of Highland Scots commande d  hy Keith against 

repeated anacks by the Parliamentary forces under fleetwood who approached 

from the south, 

Powick Weir (HWCM �6(4) 
This lies at thc j unction of the River Tcme and lhc 1cat to Powick Mill. The 
weir is of s ev eral phases. t hree being sti ll visible, The eatlier of these 
consisting of a stone construction incorporating reused building mo.t.eli,.;:\1s and 

possible hearth bases. A date stone of 1826 is stili vi,iblc On the west side 0(" 
the slu ice . The latest phases are of concrete .and steel construction (Cook 
1996), Map evidence suggests that the weir was in it, present position at the 

",f'h '.,h ",. " ,u 'h ,,1; , �. ", 

diverted lhc now of the Tcmc into lhe kat, which is itself first documented in 
1475 (VCIlI, 288). 

The historic parts of the weir arc in poor condition as a resul t of hoth water 

erosion and unsympathetic modern engineering works. A breach was recently 
cut through the weir. exposing the s tOne core to erosion. Due to repeat e d  
rebuilding linle o f  the earlier structures are visible as upstanding remains. but 
these have recenlly been the subject of an archaeological survey (Cook 1996). 

Powick Old Bridge (HWCM 239) 
Powick Bridge is principally Hlcdi�val structure of 15th century date. On the 
site of an earlier bridge tithe bridge of Wykc by WOrCC�Lc.r" which W;1::S in a 

d angerous state in 1336, when the Prior of Great Malvern; liable to repair it. 
was refusing tu do so. It was again in ne ed of repair in 1447 when indulgences 

were of fe red by John Carpenter, Bishop of Worcester, for all those who . , 
"' . .  "c� w"" J" ,CP"" \V __ fl A v, 10"t-.)}, 1110rO '110 lUIOC

.
y",,"

.
,p'" ,u,,"" 

across the Tcme, of sandst{)ne with massi ve cut.waters. The mill streum is 
crossed by a further twO archcs ex.tensively repaired in brick. This may he the 
result of damage during the Civil War. The strUcturC: is a scheduled an cient 
monument (Here and Wore County monutnt:nt nO 323) and as su.;;h is of 

nat ional import.ance, 

6 Methods 

6.1 F'ieldwork 
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principal instruments used WlTC a Coinrnastcr 1000 and a Silver Sabre Plus. A 
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Tandy machine was tried, but proved to be [00 ins�nsitive. The instruments 
were operaled by bot.h Service personnel and local volunteers helonging to the 
SOllth Worcestershire Archaeological Group. A 20m interval grid was laid out 

and aligned to the Ordnance Survey n;;:\tional grid. The grid squares were 
individually nUmbtTt':J and each further subdivided into four 100m2 areas 
lettered A-D. 

The area� selecLed tor the metal detector survey were [hose parts of the new 
road corridor which lay within a theoretical musket-shot of the known and 
susp ected centres ()f action. Due to the high level of recent contamination, 
panicularly within the Little Sling, a rigorous disc ard policy 

·
was maintained, 

foil, aluminium and fragments of agricullural machinery were all disc arded. 

Six horse-shoes were retained for study, but proved to be recent and were lat.er 
discarded. A small number of iron Slag fragmcnls were also detected, whieh is 
unsuprising in view of the proximity of the 18th-19th century ironworks, those 
werc also discanlcd. 

The remainder of the route was visit ed regularly during the course of 
earthrnoving: operations. All available s.tripped surfaces wcre examincd for 

artefact ,cattcrs and cut features. Ground conditions varied considerably, being 
dependant on the method uf stripping, degree of rutting by dumpe r trucks, 
rainfall and geology. None of the areas had a good surface finish suitahle for 
archaeological ohservation. 111e best areas for observation proved to be thos.e 
based on gravels stripped by billdu zcr in dry weather. Severa1 areas, stripped 
in wet conditions, or geologicnl1y soft, were rutted to an extent that made 
meaningfull observation was impossible. As these areas corresponded with 
dumner runs it wa.s too ,- .�. to ;OSM"t rh"m whihl Ih"y wen, h"in' 

sLrippcd, in these cases they were in spected during the drivers' breaks and 
during wet-weather stoppages. 

The narrow slots cut for fcncing purposes provided c lear secti.ons through to 
the underlying natural in the Wick Episcopi area, however no significanl 
features were identified in them. 

Hood rdid channel, 1.2m deep were cut across the Teme flood plain, parallel 
with the new road line, these provided a guod dear scction of the more recent 
alluvial deposits, and across t.he former lane (Fig 2). 

(,.l Art.f�.ts 

6.1.1 Artefact recovery policy 

Post-medieval and earlier material observed during stripping op�rations was 
retained. Modern material was not retrieved. 

Environment 

No deposits suilable for environmental an alysis. were encountered during [he 
salvage recording. 

7 Analysis 

A very sparse scatter of latc postnmcdic:val and modern pottery was. noted over 
the entire route. Only adjacl:nt to thl: railway Jine wns the c oncen trn tion at 
anything higher than tlormal background levels for t.he c ount y. The proximity 
of houses and the constl'llction of the rail way almost certainly account. for the 

.�------------------�-., ..... -
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slight concentration of buildi ng matcrial, clinker and 19th-20th century pottery 
(not retained). Another scatter of 18th-19th centul'Y English stonewarc nagon 
fragmenLs close to th� f()rrncr garage on the old Malvern road may represent 
occupation of this date, possibly all agricullural boLhy. 

The length of roadline between Claphill Lane and the Hereford road produced 

a small but interesting assemblage of isolated sherds. The carlios t was late 
I ,:,th lo mld 16th century Clst.ercum ware, and the remalng three sherds were 

17th oenLury • blackwarc and a trailed slip ware plate (light on dark), not of 
Stoke�on-Trent productic.m, of 111id-late 17th century date. 

The only substantial feature� not previously observed� noted o n thc roadline 

between Clap hill and the Grove Ponds was a formcr J'iolJ boundary, 
cont.aining 19th century brick and bottle glass. This feature was noticed only 
as an area of deeper ruts on a dumper run and was not excavatable. 

A section aCrOaS the: formcr lane to Powick Bridge (Fig 2) reveaJed a series of 
former gravelled road surfaces, ,eperated partly by deposiLs of alluvium. Only 
12th-13th eenwry Worcester type cooking pot (Fabric 55; Hurst and Rees 
1992) was recovered ITom the earliest road surface, however it was present in 
such a small quantity (one s.herd) that it can no t bc considered to firmly date 
the surface. A later layer ofmelalling had a single sherd of 16th-17dl century 
Malvernian pO(l�ry (Fabric 69) scaled underneath it, this might tentatively 
indicate that this surface is broadly contemporary with thl': Civil War clJnJlicts. 

The section waS drawn at an oblique angle to the former roadline, and the 
drawn <III'face wa, annmx;mMe!v 4<;' r,,,,,, . ... 1 10" ,I<'.n,h "I' 'hc. 'c." 'n" . 
correct in the drawing but the shape of the deposits, notably the· pipe trenches 
is distorted by the. unusual perspective. 

The earliest features identified were a ditch with a dark hrown silty clay fill 
containing very rare charcoal but no finds, this lay under the southern edge of 
the earliest phase of metal1i ng. 'The width of the earliest road sllrface� 
eorr�ctcd for d istor t i on is 3.75m. A second ditch, north of the road is 
detectable only where Lbe ,econd phase mctalling has sunk jnto j.t. The ditch 

fill is a reddish brown alluvium� softer than Lhat under first phasc metaIling. 
The second phase is represen t.ed by the addition of further metalling to the 
north of thc first madway, widenjng it to approxjmately 6m wide The third 
phase is the wide�;t ;,tt g,6m and noticeahly le�:. ...... ell made on the widened :.ide. 
The original rQadway was stJIl functional at this. time and the additiun width 
may represent a droveway. The 17th century Coventry Est.at.e map (Fig 2) 
appenrs to show a wide trackway leading to the river immediately north of the 

A fourth phase of mcLalling is represent.ed by a gritty sandy clay lense, cu t hy 
the pipe trenches� a modern ditch and Lhe m(ldcrn roads tone. It is seperated 
from the previous metalling by a layer of reddish brown alluvium averaging 

a.lSm deep. This alluvium does not appear to have hcen trampled or rutted, 
and mny indicnte a period of disuse A single sherd or medieval poltcry was 
recovered from t.he alluvium over the phase one metal1ing . A lense of gravel 
to Lhe sOlllh or Lhe Toad oecupi�s a Sinld�r str.fltigraphic position but seals a 
tan-white al1uvium. If these two 5imilar deposits represent a single phase, t.he 

roadway was 8.5rn wido. Above Lhe f()unh phase metalling to the north of the 
modern roadlinc a OAm deep layer of alluvial deposits has built up, apparently 
over a long period. A singl� sherd of 16t.h-17th century pottery was sealed by 
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the fourth pha.se of metalling. A fifth phase gravel surface above the alluvium 
may represent a f oo tpath Or truncated roau surface, or poss ibly a [outpath. 
Three substantial modern ditches and th e pipe trenGn have r em ov ed thc 

different from the earlier m etnlli ng. It is made of un import.ed crushed rock 
ra ther thilll l ocal gravel, and capped with a skim o/" tarmiiC and chippings. It 

seems prohahlc that a number of rl': ccnt road surfaces have been u'unc ate d 
wh�n the prc:-;ent surfacl'= waS laid. 

Apart from the former lane no leatmes were obse rved in the entire l ength of 
Oood relief ditches, the deposits being entirely u homogenous reddish brown 

alluvium. 
TIle metal detecting; finds retain ed fOT analysis were all horse shoes except On� 
horse shoe nail. Six shoes were recovered, although there was a reasonable 
amount uf corrosion products adhering to the smt"aces a go od s.olId core at Ifon 
remained beneath it, suggesting that the a rtefacts were not particularly ol d. 
Two of the horse shoes had a "lip" at the front of the shoc and in vicw of this 
and their size appea re d 1.0 be for shire horses. The remaining shoes were 

regular, without calkins and without the wavy out side edge, characteristic of 

pre-industrial horse shoes. No count.ersunk nail holes were present. In short it 
is not pos!1ihk to associale these finds with the Baltk or Worct:ster. 

A number of modern fence-post holes, test-pits and land drains on the bypa ss 

route were als o observed hut not recorded. 

Discussion 

The o.b.sence of significant features from th e major it y of the r o utt: has 
confinIled the findines of the evaluation. Areas. sueh as the Teme f1oodplain, 
which were not testcd during the evaluat ion al so p roved to be devoid of 
,ignificant deposits at levels affected by groundworks. 

The recorded ,cclion uf thc old lane leading to the medieval Powick bridge 
has added det;;ljJ t,o the development of the causeway i3CrOSS the floodplain. 
Whilst. the. metalled surfaces could not be datcd closely, th� earlier phases mny 
be uf IIledieval date. The period of apparent disuse represented by the alluvium 

across the ro adwa y may reflect one of the documented periods when the 
bridge was in d i srepair and wheeled traffic diverted to an alternative c rossing 
point. The interest and significance of the road deposits primarily lies in thier 
association with the sc heduled medieval bridge and the Civil War banlcs. Il 

lane, however more ext.ensive excavation would be required t.o demon.strate 
that any of the surrac(:s could be cons.ider�d contemporary with the battles. 

Academic summary 

The Service ha s a professional ohJigal,jon to publish the results of 
arc .aeo ogica projects wit in a rcasona c pcrio (') timc. -0 lis cn·; le 

Service in t end 10 use this summary a5 Ihe ba�is for publication through local 
or regional j ourn.ois, The Client is requesl.ed to consider the content of this 
sect.ion as heing acceptahk for such puhlication. 
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