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User Guide to the South Yorkshire’s Historic Environment 
Characterisation project data 
 
This data is the result of a four year project undertaken by the South 
Yorkshire Archaeology Service (SYAS) and funded by English Heritage.  SYAS 
are the archaeological advisors for Sheffield City Council, Rotherham 
Metropolitan Borough Council, Doncaster Metropolitan Borough Council and 
Barnsley Metropolitan Borough Council.  For further information about the 
project data or other questions on the historic environment contact; 
 
SYAS 
Development Services 
Howden House 
1 Union Street 
Sheffield 
S1 2SH  
(0114) 2736428/ 2736354 
syorks.archservice@sheffield.gov.uk 
 
 
The main data sources used for digitisation have been OS Landline vector 
and 1:10000 raster sheets dating to 2003.  Additional sources have included 
digital orthorectified aerial photography dating to 1999 and various historic 
digital mapping from the Landmark Information Group.  These sources have 
been augmented by other historic maps as available during the life of the 
project including archive enclosure award plans and other later historic OS 
mapping held by SCC on paper.     
 
 
This document is intended to give some brief guidance only on some of the 
uses of the data and should be used in conjunction with the main report and 
project design. 
The full Project Design and Final Report, which includes Management 
Strategies for the historic environment, are available from; 
 
www.sytimescape.org.uk 
 
 
 
 

mailto:syorks.archservice@sheffield.gov.uk�
http://www.sytimescape.org.uk/�
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The South Yorkshire Archaeology Service (SYAS) retains the copyright of data 
from the South Yorkshire Historic Environment Characterisation. The data 
may be used with the copyright owner suitably acknowledged.  
 
A suitable acknowledgement in a bibliography or on a website will comprise:  
 
Lines, A., Marchant, J. and Ratcliffe, D. 2008 “South Yorkshire Historic 
Environment Characterisation”. South Yorkshire Archaeology Service, 
Sheffield, English Heritage, London. Database version date 16/02/2012. 
 
Maps based wholly or partially on Characterisation Data should bear the 
following copyright notice:  
 
“Information based upon Historic Environment Characterisation Data © 
South Yorkshire Archaeology Service 2008” 
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This information refers to the use of the data in Mapinfo format.  Much of 
this will remain the same when using ArcGIS Shape files but there may be 
some variation in the methods of producing queries or thematic maps.  Your 
GIS team should be able to advise on this. 
 
 
 
HECExport 
 
This table can be used alone or in conjunction with the other tables.  The 
HLCUID reference is a unique identifier that can be used to link different 
tables.   
 
Each of the fields within the table can be used to query the data.  A query 
could ask for all the places where the current landscape is Moorland i.e. 
selecting where condition HLCType = "Moorland".  Another query could ask 
for land where the current historic character dates to before 1800 i.e. From 
< 1800. 
 
The data can also be used to produce thematic maps.  These can be based 
on any of the attributes listed within the table.  Useful maps to produce 
may include the age of the current character (using the From field), the 
broad landscape type (using BroadType) or the extent of visibility of past 
landscapes (using the Legibility field). 
 
 
For the hyperlinks included in this table to function the .html files within 
the HECDESCRIPTIONS zip file should be placed in the location 
“D:\HECDESCRIPTIONS” (either your local machines hard or CD drive).   If 
this is not possible the link will need to be altered, your GIS team can advise 
on this.   
 
The hyperlink function may need to be set up in ArcGIS to point to the 
Hyperlinks column.  In ‘Layer Properties’/ ‘Display’ select ‘Support 
hyperlinks using field:’ and chose HYPERLINKS from the drop down list. 
 
When opening the .shp file in Mapinfo the hyperlinks can be activated in 
‘layer control’, ‘Hotlinks’, ‘File name expression:’ HYPERLINKS. Also select: 
‘Activate hotlinks on labels and objects’. 
 
The sources referred to in each description file can be accessed from the 
Final Report. 
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The fields in the HECExport table are as follows  
 
HLCUID A unique reference for each polygon unit 
BROADTYPE
  

The present Broad Character classification of each unit 

HLCTYPE
  

The present Historic Environment Character classification of 
each unit 

NAME  Unique name of each place  

FROM  Earliest evidence recorded of this landscape character 
(normally the earliest map on which it can be found) 

LEGIBILITY
  

The extent to which previous historic character survives in 
present landscape 

HYPERLINKS
   

link to html description files with textual description of 
present character and former character 

PREV 1 B Most recent previous Broad Character 
PREV 1 H Most recent previous Historic Environment Character 
PREV 1 F
   

Date from which previous character in existence (earliest 
mapping or reference) (Nb when earlier than 1851 this field 
may be ascribed an arbitrary value such as 1066 (early 
medieval); 1540 (late medieval – early post medieval) based 
on specialist knowledge of the type of landscape in question. 

PREV 2 B 

PAST CHARACTER TYPES ARE RECORDED SEQUENCIALLY IN 
THESE FIELDS USING THE SAME FORMAT AS ABOVE 

PREV 2 H 
PREV 2 F 
PREV 3 B  
PREV 3 F 
PREV 4 B 
PREV 4 H 
PREV 4 F 
PREV 5 B 
PREV 5 H 
PREV 5 F 
ZONE Character Zone which this small unit is part of (see main 

report for detailed description of zones) 
DISTRICT District within South Yorkshire 
 
 
The Character Zone refers to data within the Final Report.
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HECAttributes 
 
This table provides supplementary information to the HECExport table.  
Each of the Broad Character Types have a different list of Attributes that 
were recorded as part of the project.  For example where BroadType = 
Residential, Housing Density, Layout Pattern, Legibility, Status, Private 
Open Spaces and Public Open Spaces are recorded.  Where the BroadType 
= Enclosed Land, Boundary Morphology, Boundary Type, Field Size, 
Legibility, Field Pattern and Boundary loss since 1850 are recorded. 
 
HLCUID A unique reference for each polygon unit 
BroadType The present Broad Character classification of 

each unit 
HLCType The present Historic Environment Character 

classification of each unit 
AreaHa Area of polygon measured in hectares 
ComSubType Type of communications activity. 
Legibility Records the extent to which previous character 

types can be seen within the present day 
polygon. 
 

Status Active or Inactive or Reused 
WoodSize Size of woodland 
BoundShape Describes the linear nature of boundaries within 

a rural polygon 
 

BoundLoss Describes the degree of boundary loss from the 
1st edition Ordnance Survey maps c.1850 to the 
present day c.2000 
 

Commercial Denotes the type of Commercial activity 
 

BuildScale Typical size of building units 
 

OnSiteProc Does polygon include works for processing 
goods? 

BuildType The dominant type of building within a 
Horticultural polygon 

Industrial Dominant industrial sector of the polygon 
 

Elevation How high the land is Above Ordnance Datum 
(mAOD). 
 

HouseDens Number of houses per hectare 
 

LayoutPatt Layout pattern regularity in residential areas - 
Used for discerning organisation. 
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PrivOpen Private open spaces within polygon e.g. back 
gardens 

PubSpace Public Open Space included within the polygon 
 

WaterBody Type of Water body 
LeisureUse If water body has dominant leisure use 

 
FieldSize The typical field size within a polygon 

 
FieldPatt Denotes layout regularity. 
BoundType The construction of most of the boundaries 

within a polygon 
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HECPresentandPast 
 
This table holds the same information as HECExport but the information is 
formatted in a different way.  Each geographic location has more than one 
polygon with the same HLCUID and Name but different data in the rest of 
the table.   
 
E.g. HSY7866 has three polygons with the following data; 
 
Planned Estate (Social Housing) between 1966 and 2003 
Allotments between 1905 and 1965 
Piecemeal Enclosure between 1066 and 1904 
 
These polygons represent the character of the landscape at different time 
periods.  
 
This table easily allows you to view the landscape at any point in time.  By 
selecting the columns from this table with the following condition;  
YearFrom <= 1850 and YearTo >= 1850, 
the polygons that show the landscape character at 1850 are selected. 
 
The landscape at any date can be represented by a thematic map as in this 
example mapped by Broad Landscape Type. 
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HLCUID Unique identifier for the GIS polygon (same 
identifier used in associated tables and 
documents) 

Name Name of polygon 
BroadCode Coded reference to BroadType 
HLCTypeCod Coded reference to HLCType 
BroadType Broad Historic Character classification 
HLCType More specific Historic Character classification 
Confidence Confidence of the Broad and HLC Type 
YearFrom Date of origin of the historic character recorded 

by Broad and HLC Type 
YearTo Final year of the historic character recorded by 

Broad and HLC Type 
 
  


