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Non-Technical summary 

An archaeological watching brief was undertaken on the site of the proposed house 
extension and garage at Ferry House, Low Barlings, during the excavation of the 
foundation trenches. 

The watching brief found no evidence for significant archaeological remains on the 
site. The only remains seen were those of recent buildings at the site which have been 
removed in the last year. 



Preliminaries 
Client: Mr. I. Fleetwood, Ferry House, Low Barlings, Lincolnshire. 
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Telephone: 01482-465543. Fax: 01482-466340. E-mail:cwa@hull.ac.uk. 
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1. Introduction: 
1.1 The Centre for Wetland Archaeology was commissioned by Mr. I Fleetwood 

to carry out a watching brief on a proposed building extension at Ferry House, 
Low Barlings, Lincolnshire (TF08877340), in fulfilment of the requirements 
of the planning application. - f f O f g i ? "7 3&o<: 

1.2 The brief was as stated in the specifications provided to Lincolnshire County 
Council (CWA/SER/Ferry House/99-1) and work was carried out on the 30th 

June 1999. The watching brief was to determine the character and extent of 
any below ground archaeological deposits uncovered during the proposed 
development and to record any such deposits. 



2. Background: 
2.1 The site is adjacent to the scheduled ancient monument county number 103 of 

Barlings Abbey. It is situated at TF08877340 in Barlings. The site is close to 
Barlings Eau and the River Witham. The area of the proposed development is 
for the extension of the present Ferry House. The house itself is a grade II 
listed building. The site for the extension to the present house has been 
partially landscaped. 

2.2 An archaeological evaluation was carried out at the site in January 1998 to 
establish the nature and extent of the deposits in the area of the proposed 
extenuation. This showed that there had been extensive levelling of the site 
and revealed no features associated with the Medieval occupation at the site. 

2.3 Part of the area of the extension was covered by a previous extension to the 
property which had been removed prior to the visit. 



3. The watching brief: 
3.1 To complete the brief, an archaeologist attended the site during the excavation 

of the foundation trenches. 
3.2 The extension to the building was to the east and south of the present Ferry 

House. Two separate foundations trenches were excavated, those for the house 
extension to the east of the present property and those for the garage to the 
south of the property. 

3.3 The foundation trenches for the extension were dug to a maximum of 1 m 
depth below the present ground level. Throughout the trench the natural 
orangey-grey compact clay could be seen. The ground above this natural was a 
mixed topsoil of browny-grey clay and bricks, sandstone blocks and concrete 
rubble. This layer was very disturbed, probably of dumped material. The only 
features visible in the trenches were the foundations from the old extension 
and a modern pipe trench at the northern end of the main north-south 
foundation trench. An area of modern bricks dumped in a wet patch were 
observed at the southern-most east-west foundation trench. A single sherd of 
Late Medieval pottery was recovered from the spoil from the mixed topsoil. 

3.4 The foundation trenches for the garage produced no archaeological features. In 
all four trenches, there were signs of the previous cottage on the site and the 
nissan hut, both of which had been removed before the work commenced. In 
the northern-most east-west ditch there was an area of mixed rubble, including 
sandstone blocks and bricks which had been dumped to stabilise the ground. 



4. Conclusions: 
4.1 No significant archaeological deposits were recovered or recorded during the 

watching brief. Previous levelling and dumping of material have considerably 
altered the area leaving no deposits associated with the Abbey intact. 



Figure 2: Sketch plan of the area of the foundation trenches 
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Figure 1: General location of proposed development (Everson et al. 1990:66). 


