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RESULTS OF AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL WATCHING BRIEF: 
COUNTY PRIMARY SCHOOL, STATION ROAD, CORBY GLEN, LINCOLNSHIRE 

1.0 SUMMARY 

1.1 Lincolnshire County Council granted planning permission for the construction of 
a two classroom block, link corridor and extension of the existing playground at 
Corby Glen Primary School, Station Road, Corby Glen, Nr. Grantham, 
Lincolnshire (Planning Application SO1/0921/23). 

1.2 As a condition of the Planning Permission, an archaeological watching brief was 
required. This report details the results of the fieldwork and is undertaken 
according to specification prepared and approved by the County Archaeological 
Office (Lincolnshire County Council) and within nationally recognised 
archaeological guidelines. 

1.3 The archaeological watching brief recorded modern layers associated with the 
current use of the site, which overlay the natural Jurassic Limestone. No 
archaeological finds, features or deposits were encountered during the course of 
the watching brief. 

2 SITE LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION 
2.1 Corbv Glen is located 18km southeast of Grantham in the administrative district 

of South Kestevea The site is located in the centre of Corby Glen on the 
northern side of Station Road (see Figure l).The development area is centred on 
NGR SK 9980 2495 and lies at an altitude of 60m AOD. 

2.2 The site is generally level with a gentle slope to the west and covers an area of 
approximately 392m2. Prior to groundworks commencing, the site comprised 
tarmac and grass forming part of the school playground. 

2.3 Soils at the site are Elmton 1 Association (343a) comprising Jurassic Limestone 
overlain by shallow well drained brashy calcareous fine loamy soils (SSEW 
1983). The earliest deposit recorded at the site during the watching brief was the 
underlying Jurassic Limestone. 

3 PLANNING BACKGROUND 
3.1 Lincolnshire County Council granted planning permission for the construction 

of a two classroom block, link corridor and extension of the existing playground 
at Corbv Glen Primary School, Station Road, Corby Glen, Nr. Grantham, 
Lincolnshire (Planning Application S01/0921/23). 

3.2 Condition 2 of the Planning Permission, required that an archaeological 
watching brief be undertaken during groundworks. A specification was 
prepared by M & M Archaeological Services (December 2001) and approved 
by the Archaeological Advisor to the LPA prior to groundworks commencing. 
This report details the methodology maintained during the watching brief as 
well as the results. The report is also prepared in accordance with current best 
archaeological practices and the appropriate national standards and guidance 
including: 

Management of Archaeological Projects (English Heritage 1991); 
Code of Conduct (Institute of Field Archaeologists 1999); 
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Standard and Guidance for Archaeological Watching Briefs (Institute of Field 
Archaeologists 1999). 
Lincolnshire Archaeological Handbook (LCC 1998). 

4 AIMS 
The aims of the watching brief were to: 

a) to monitor ground disturbance during the course of development 
b) to ensure the recording of the extent, condition, character, quality and date 

of any archaeological deposits and features where they may not be left in-
situ; 

c) to report on the results of the watching brief and place them within their 
Local, Regional or National context 

5 ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND 
5.1 The earliest archaeological remains from Corby Glen date from the prehistoric 

period and comprise ring ditches, a bowl barrow and finds from this period. The 
Neolithic period (4000BC-2201BC) is represented by a polished stone axe find 
(SMR 33713) found on the river bank c. 400m to the west of the site (see 
Figure 2). A further find of a flint flake (SMR 34737), which is thought to date 
from anywhere between the early Neolithic through to the Bronze Age, has 
been recorded 800m to the northeast 

5.2 Activity in the area during the Bronze Age (2201BC-801BC) is confirmed by 
the presence of ring ditches of probable Bronze Age date which have been 
recorded 600m to the west (SMR 34734), 400m to the north (SMR 34735) and 
1.4km to the northwest of the site (SMR 34749). 

5.3 The Romano-British period (43AD-409AD) is represented by finds of this date. 
Pottery (SMR 34738) has been recorded 800m to the northeast, 1.5km to the 
east (SMR 33715) and 1.3km to the southeast (SMR 33716). 

5.4 Medieval activity (1066AD-1450AD) in Corby Glen has been recorded in 
documentary evidence as well as part of archaeological survey and as chance 
finds. Corby Glen is known to have existed at the time of the Domesday Survey 
(1086AD) where mention is made that the Bishop of Lincoln and Svartbrandr 
and other thanes holding land within the parish (Morris 1986). At the time of 
the survey, 15 smallholders and 22 freemen inhabited the land. Within the 
holdings, woodland, pasture and meadow land were held. 

5.5 Corby is thought to derive from the Old Norse or Swedish personal name 'Kori' 
and Old Danish word by meaning farmstead or village (Cameron 1998). The 
affix Glen was added in 1959 in relation to the River Glen which runs through 
the village. 

5.6 Adjacent to the current site, an archaeological geophysical survey recorded the 
remains of ridge and furrow on two different alignments along with a slight 
bank (SMR 35336). These remains are representative of agricultural farming 
practices with the bank denoting a possible field boundary. 
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5.7 Archaeological evaluation prior to development immediately to the north of the 
site recorded a north-south aligned drystone wall of medieval date (pre-15 
century) was recorded (SMR 35328). This wall is thought to have represented a 
property boundary rather than of building remains. SMR 35327 also recorded 
during evaluation represents the remains of a pit of 14 t h-! 5 t h century date related 
to properties fronting onto Tanners Lane and die High Street. 

5.8 Approximately 300m to the northeast of the site, is the recorded remains of a 
moated mound (SMR 30063) which is also a Scheduled Ancient Monument 
(County Series 100). This site is described as being a castellated mansion One 
further Scheduled Ancient Monument (SAM 318) has been recorded at Church 
Farm and comprises a medieval gatehouse (SMR 30064). Standing structures 
also of medieval date include St Johns Church (SMR 33718) which is mainly 
late perpendicular in style although the north aisle and the piers of the Chancel 
arch are late Norman in date. 

5.9 Other sites of medieval date have been recorded as chance finds of pottery, 
800m to the northeast and east (SMR 34736 & 33717) and possible fishponds 
(SMR 34197) 300m to the northeast. 

5.10 The post-medieval period (1540AD-1900AD) is represented by pits recorded 
during archaeological evaluation (SMR 35326), two wind pumps (SMR 34965 
& 34963), a possible battlefield (SMR 33714), a 16 t h/17 t h century vicarage 
(SMR 33719), a 19 t h century windmill (SMR 35385) and a ruined building 
(SMR 34964). 

5.11 The modern period (1901AD-2050AD) is represented by a Type 22 Pillbox 
(SMR 34951). The Ordnance Survey 6" & 25" County Series Second Edition 
1904/1905 maps for the site have also been assessed which show that the study 
site was open fields at this time. 

6 RESULTS 
6.1 The archaeological watching brief was undertaken during groundworks 

associated with the construction of a two-classroom block, link corridor and 
extension of the existing playground (see Figure 3). The method of excavation 
incorporated areas of topsoil strip and the excavation of strip foundations for the 
new building. The watching brief was undertaken on a comprehensive basis. 
The work was carried out in two stages with the playground extension area 
referred to as Phase 1 and Phase 2, refers to excavation of the footings for the 
two-classroom block 

6.2 Phase 1 works commenced with the removal of fixed school play equipment in 
the form of climbing frames and swings. An area covering 200m 2 (20m x 10m) 
was stripped for the playground extension and was excavated to a depth of 
approximately 0.27m below the present ground surface. A mixed surface layer 
of bark chippings and a dark brown silty-clay loam topsoil (101) measuring 
0.15m thick, was removed by JCB excavator using a flat bladed ditching bucket 
(see Plate 1 & Figure 4). Beneath this, a layer of compacted dark brown silty 
clay loam (102) was revealed and represents compaction of the topsoil prior to 
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the creation of the bark play surface (101). Approximately 0.12m of (102) was 
removed and was the full extent of soil removed in this phase (see Plate 2). 

6.3 Considerable disturbance of the topsoil layer had occurred during installation of 
the playground equipment, with the bases cemented in to a depth of around 
0.5m below the present ground surface. The bases had been cut into the natural 
limestone geology (103) which was sealed by a 0.25m thick layer of (102). 

6.4 The compacted topsoil (102) contained modern artefacts in the form of modern 
pottery (c. 20 t h Century), a corroded penknife and a coin identified as a 1930 
sixpence which have been noted. Modern drains were visible across the area 
associated with the school buildings. No archaeological features were revealed 
during stripping. 

6.5 Phase 2 works concerned the construction of two new classrooms and a covered 
walkway, covering an area of approximately 192m2 (16m x 12m) (see Figure 
4). This area had been a concreted school yard prior to excavatioa The concrete 
was cut up by mechanical saw within the footprint of the building and the 
surface broken up by pneumatic drill and JCB. The surface layer of concrete 
skimming (201) was 0.07m thick and overlay a compacted layer of dry mix 
concrete and stone chippings (202) measuring approximately 0.13m deep. 
Below this layer was a compacted layer of grey brown gravels (203) which had 
been used to level the yard. This layer was approximately 0.18m in total 
thickness, although only around 0.10m of this material was removed overall. 

6.6 Excavation of the foundation trenches for the external walls extended to a width 
of 0.7m and a maximum depth of between 0.8m and 0.9m below the present 
ground surface (see Figure 6 & Plate 3). These foundations revealed that below 
layer (203), was a 0.10m layer of disturbed orange grey limestone (204). The 
natural geology of grey white limestone (205) was reached at a depth of about 
0.48m and continued beyond the limit of excavation. There was nothing in 
section to suggest the presence of any earlier archaeological features. The only 
human activity recorded was modern drains associated with the present school 
buildings on the western side of the classroom block (see Plate 4). No 
archaeological finds or features were encountered. 

7 DISCUSSION 
7.1 Monitoring of groundworks associated with the construction of a two-classroom 

block, link corridor and extension of the existing playground did not encounter 
any archaeological deposits, features or artefacts. 

7.2 The depth of the excavation area for the majority of the extent of the new 
playground did not impact upon deposits pre-dating the modern period. In those 
areas which were impacted upon, only the underlying natural geology was 
revealed. Due to the shallow depth of soil removal during Phase 1 of the 
excavation, if any archaeological features were present they would be preserved 
in situ and are under no threat from the present development. 
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7.3 The excavation for the new classroom block and link corridor revealed modem 
deposits associated with the present site use. No archaeological artefacts, 
deposits or features were encountered. 

7.4 There was nothing to suggest that any archaeological activity had taken place 
on the site unless it had been destroyed in the initial land clearance when the 
present school was constructed. The watching brief has therefore produced a 
negative archaeological result. 

8 FIGURES 
Figure 1. Site Location 
Figure 2. SMR Distribution Plot 
Figure 3. Development plan illustrating the location of the new playground and 
classroom block within the site 
Figure 4. Footprint plan of the Classroom Block 
Figure 5. Section illustrating the depths of topsoil 
Figure 6. Sample section of the footings (for location see Figure 4) 
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9 PLATES 
Plate 1. The playground area before removal of the play items 
Plate 2. The playground area after removal of the bark and compacted topsoil 
Plate 3. Excavation of the footings for the new classroom 
Plate 4. Western end of the classroom footings illustrating the modem drainage 
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11 PUBLICATION AND DISSEMINATION 
11.1 Copies of the report have been lodged with the client, the Local Planning 

Authority, the County Archaeologist and Lincolnshire Sites and Monuments 
Record. Deposition of the report with the above bodies will place the document 
in the public domain 

11.2 A summary of the results will be published within the Lincolnshire History and 
Archaeology (Year April 2001-March 2002). 

12 ARCHIVE DEPOSITION 
12.1 The object and paper archive will be deposited within the appropriate museum 

In this case, the accepting museum will be the City and County Museum, 
Lincoln. The archive has been produced to a level outlined in the museum's 
document 'Conditions for the Acceptance of Project Archives'. An accession 
number and site code have been allocated. 

The accession number is: LCNCC 2001.415 
The site code is CGS01. 

12.2 The archive comprises the following: 
8 Context Sheets 
4 Drawings 
18 Colour print photographs 
Finds - 20 century pottery, penknife and 1930s sixpence - discarded 
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Figure 1. Site location 
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Figure 4. Footprint plan of the Classroom Block showing the location of Figure 6 
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Figure 5. Section illustrating the depths of topsoil 
encountered during excavation of the playground area 
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Figure 6. Sample section of the classroom block footings 
(for location see Figure 4) 



Plate 1. The Playground area before removal of the play items 

Plate 2. The playground area after removal of the bark and compacted topsoil 



Plate 3. Excavation of the footings for the new classroom 

Plate 4. Western end of the classroom footings illustrating the modern drainage 


