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1.0 Summary 
An archaeological watching brief was carried out on the site of two new houses under 
construction on land located to the south of Fiskerton village. Whilst no specific 
archaeological deposits were discovered during the watching brief a small 
assemblage of Roman, Medieval and Post-Medieval artefacts was recovered from the 
site, indicating activity from the 4th century to the 20th century. 

2.0 Introduction 
Network Archaeology Ltd (NAL) was commissioned in August 2001 by LKR Design 
Group, on behalf of R&M Construction, to conduct an archaeological watching brief 
during topsoil removal and groundworks for two new houses on Nelson Road, 
Fiskerton. The watching brief was required by Lincolnshire County Council to fulfil 
a condition of planning permission for the development (Refs. M00/P/1096). The 
work was carried out in accordance with relevant local and national guidelines 
(Lincolnshire County Council, 1998; IFA, 1997). 

3.0 The Site 
The site is located on the south side of Fiskerton village, which lies 7.5km east of 
Lincoln city centre (NGR TF 052 719) (Figure 1). The site, at the end of Nelson 
Road, had been used as a scrapyard until recently. The land at this point, at 
approximately 10m above sea level, is 400m north of the River Witham and lies 
within the limits of the silts, sands and clays that the river has deposited. 

4.0 Archaeological Background 
The area around Fiskerton has produced archaeological remains of various periods. 
Many of these have been found preserved within the Witham Fen's peat or other 
sedimentary deposits which are characteristic of this area. The best known remains 
are those of Bronze Age or Iron Age date. 

Bronze Age activity is represented by an axe hoard, found in 1890 only 200m west of 
the current site. In addition, two burial mounds (barrows) lie 450m to the south west. 
Other isolated Bronze Age finds have also been found. 

A nationally important early Iron Age timber causeway/jetty was excavated in 1981, 
only 400m to the south of the development site on the north bank of the Witham 
(Palmer-Brown, 2000). Dendrochronology has dated the structure to the 6th century 
BC. Artefacts discovered with the timbers, and thought perhaps to represent votive 
offerings, include swords, spearheads, axes, hammers and complete pottery vessels. 

Romano-British activity is supported by isolated finds and by the discovery in 1994 
of a rubble surface thought possibly to represent a former loading/unloading point for 
boats using the Witham (Palmer-Brown, 2000). An excavation carried out in 2001 on 
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Ordnance Survey mapping data for TF06 reproduced at 1:50 000 scale by permission of the Controller 
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Figure 1: Location of the site 



the banks of the Witham unearthed the remains of a timber boat preserved within the 
peat (M. Allen, pers. comm.). 

Before the Norman Conquest in 1066, Fiskerton lay within one of the manorial 
estates held by Peterborough Abbey. After the Conquest, William 1 granted the 
abbey to a Norman monk called Turold, who re-distributed the lands to a number of 
Norman lords, although Fiskerton remained under the control of the abbey. After the 
Reformation in the mid-sixteenth century, Fiskerton was granted to the Dean and 
Chapter of Peterborough Cathedral. The latter remains as lord of the manor of 
Fiskerton to this day (Palmer-Brown, 2000). 

Archaeological evaluation and excavation in Plot 5 of the site in 1998 and 1999 
investigated the remains of a medieval building (12th to 16th century). This is believed 
to represent part of the moated manor of Fiskerton (Palmer-Brown, 2000). 

5.0 The Watching Brief 
The groundworks for the house foundation trenches on Plots 2 and 3 (Figure 2) were 
monitored between the 28 and 30th August 2001. Service trench excavation on the site 
was monitored on the 9th November 2001. Removal of most of the overburden 
(rubble, vegetation, scrap, etc.) had taken place prior to the watching brief being 
undertaken and the location of the foundation trenches had already been marked out. 
The topsoil was then machined away under archaeological supervision. 

5.1 Topsoil 
Topsoil coverage varied in depth, from virtually non-existent to 0.35m. This variation 
was mainly due to disturbance due to past site activities. It was a mid-dark slightly 
greyish orange-brown, very slightly clayey silt and was friable in consistency. 
Natural inclusions were occasional rounded flinty pebbles. Also present was frequent 
modern dumped material, such as red-brick fragments, metal, tile, glass sherds, 
rubber, and plastics. Evidence of modern burning was found in the form of patches 
of burnt wood and plastics. 

5.2 Foundation Trenches 
Trenches for the wall foundations of the house were excavated using the back-acter 
arm of a JCB excavator fitted with a ditching bucket (Plate 1). The trenches for the 
walls (external and internal) were 0.60m in width and were excavated to a depth no 
greater than 0.45m. This depth was agreed upon prior to the watching brief being 
undertaken so as to minimize disturbance to any potential archaeological remains. In 
places the trenches were shallower than 0.45m, due to uneven topsoil coverage. 

5.3 Service Trenches 
Trenches for the site services were also excavated using the back-acter arm of a JCB 
using a narrow toothed bucket (Plate 2). They were 0.80m in depth (which varied 
slightly) and 0.50m in width. 
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5.4 Results 
No archaeological deposits were observed in any of the trenches. However a small 
assemblage of finds was recovered. This consisted of seventeen pottery sherds and 
two fragments of ceramic building material. A brick sample consisting of one brick 
was taken for dating purposes. 

Specialist identification of the finds revealed that seven pottery sherds ranging in date 
from the 4th to the 20th century came from Plot 2. Plot 3 yielded ten pot sherds 
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ranging in date from the 13 to the 19 century, two tile fragments of 13 and 20 
century date, and one 19th century brick. 

See Appendix 2 for more details of the finds. 

5.4.1 Plot 2 foundation trenches 
The deposits revealed in the trenches of Plot 2 trenches consisted of three sandy 
subsoil layers overlain by topsoil. It was apparent that layer (0101) lay underneath 
(0102) and (0103), but no relationship could be ascertained between these latter 
deposits. 

5.4.2 Plot 3 foundation trenches 
The deposits revealed in the trenches of Plot 3 consisted of four sandy subsoil 
layers overlain by topsoil. It was apparent that layer (0201) lay above (0202), 
(0203) and (0204). However, the sequence of deposition for these lower layers 
could not be ascertained. 

5.4.3 Service trenches 
The deposits revealed in the service trenches consisted of eight sandy subsoil layers 
and a silty deposit with indications of burning, overlain by topsoil. Due to the 
narrow width of the trench, determining the exact sequence of deposits was 
difficult. However, it was apparent that waste deposit (0305) overlay sandy layer 
(0304) and was greater in depth than the trench. It was also apparent that (0306) 
overlay (0307), that (0310) overlay (0309), that (0312) overlay (0310), and that 
(0311) was probably the same material as (0304). Context (0309), a blue-grey 
clayey sand visible in the trench bottom, may be glacial in origin. 

A dump of 19th century brick and mortar was found below the topsoil at the extreme 
south of the service trench. 

6.0 Interpretation 
The site has undergone extensive disturbance, with much waste material present in 
the topsoil resulting from its former use as a scrapyard. Some of this activity has 
penetrated into the sandy subsoils that underlie the site, resulting in 'burnt' deposits 
such as (0305). The dump of 19th century brick and mortar seen in the service trench 
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is either the result of the dumping of material derived from elsewhere, which seems 
most likely, or from the demolition of former on-site structures. 

The lack of any archaeology discovered in these two plots indicates that either the 
trenches were not of sufficient depth to reveal any archaeological deposits, or that the 
main concentration of archaeological deposits lies close by to the south-west of Plot 
3, where part of the former moated manor of Fiskerton was discovered (Palmer-
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Brown, 2000). This latter suggestion is supported by the recovery of six 1 3 - 1 5 
century pottery sherds and tile fragments from the soils in Plot 3. However, pottery 
in the form of a 16th century sherd from Plot 2, and a 17th to 18th century sherd from 
Plot 3, demonstrates continued usage of the immediate area in the Post-Medieval 
period. A single sherd of 4th century Nene Valley pottery from Plot 2 is indicative of 
low-scale Roman activity. 

The sandy subsoils are derived from the alluvial deposits of the River Witham, whilst 
palaeochannels running from the higher ground to the north perhaps contributed to 
the silty nature of the matrix. This would also explain the inconsistent nature of the 
sediments. 

7.0 Conclusion 
No archaeological deposits were discovered in the trenches, but pottery sherds 
recovered indicate activity on the site from the late Roman period, with more 
intensive activity from the 13th century onwards. More recent use as a scrapyard 
resulted in a substantial degree of ground disturbance and topsoil contamination. 
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10.0 Archive Summary 
The site archive will be held by NAL, pending suitable museum facilities becoming 
available. In addition to a copy of this report, it consists of: 

• Site records, including 19 x Context Sheets. 
• Copies of developer's site plans. 
• 1 x A2 site plan at 1:200 scale. 
• Photographic record: 1 Photographic index sheet, 11 mounted colour 

transparencies. 
• Correspondence relating to the project. 
• Archaeological finds: pottery, tile and brick (whole brick not retained). 

11.0 Statement of Indemnity 
All statements and opinions presented in this report are offered in good faith and 
compiled according to professional standards. No responsibility can be accepted by 
the authors of the report for any error of fact or opinion resulting from data supplied 
by any third party, or for any loss or other consequences arising from decisions or 
actions made upon the basis of facts or opinions expressed in the report, howsoever 
such facts and opinions may have been derived. 
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All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a 
retrieval system or transmitted in any form or by any means - electronic, mechanical, 
photocopying, recording or otherwise - unless the permission of the publisher has 
been given beforehand. 





Appendix 1 

Context Summary 

0100 - Topsoil: a mid-dark slightly greyish orange-brown, very slightly clayey 
0200 silt and friable in consistency. Up to 0.35m in depth. Natural inclusions 
0300 were occasional rounded flinty pebbles. Included frequent modern dumped 

material, such as red-brick fragments, metal, tile, glass sherds, rubber, and 
plastics. Evidence of modern burning was found in the form of patches of 
burnt wood and plastics. 

Plot 2 Foundation Trenches 

0101 Layer - Pale-mid orange-brown slightly mottled slightly sandy silt, with a 
friable, loose consistency. Much root disturbance and rootlets present. 

0102 Layer - Mid greyish-orange mottled silty sand, with a friable, soft consistency. 
Natural iron-pan inclusions. Above (0101). 

0103 Layer - Dark greenish grey-brown slightly clayey sand, with a moderately firm 
consistency. Above (0101). 

Plot 3 Foundation Trenches 

0201 Layer - Mid-dark slightly greyish orange-brown slightly silty sand, with a soft 
consistency. Above (0204) (0203) (0202). 

0202 Layer - Pale tannish-grey mottled silty sand, with a loose consistency. 
Inclusions of very occasional charcoal flecks and organic matter 
(roots). 

0203 Layer - Mid orange-brown silty sand, with a moderate consistency. Inclusions 
of moderate charcoal flecks and occasional weathered sandstone frags 
(<0.10m). 

0204 Layer - Mid greyish-brown sandy-silt, with a soft consistency. Inclusions of 
occasional rounded sandstone lumps (< 0.05m) and very occasional 
iron-panning. 

Service Trenches (both plots) 

0304 Layer - Pale orange-grey sand, with a soft consistency. 

0305 Layer - Dark grey-black sandy silt, with a moderate consistency. Inclusions of 
modern charcoal flecks and lumps. Above (0304). 



0306 Layer - Mid brownish-grey silty sand, with a moderate consistency. Above 

(0307). 

0307 Layer - Pale yellowy-orange silty sand, with a moderate-firm consistency. 

0308 Layer - Mid-dark orangey brownish-grey silty sand, with a soft-moderate 

consistency. 

0309 Layer - Mid blue-grey v. clayey sand, with a firm consistency. 

0310 Layer - Mid orange-brown silty sand, with a moderate consistency. Above 

(0309). 

0311 Layer - Pale orange-grey sand, with a soft consistency. Same as (0304)? 

0312 Layer - Mid orange-brown silty sand, with a soft consistency. Above (0310). 





NEL01 - Pottery/Finds Archive 

context cname full name sub fabric form type sherds decoration part description date 

0200 BL Black-glazed wares large bowl 1 BS 18th to 19th 

0001 BERTH Brown glazed earthenware large bowl 1 base 18th 

0202 LSW3 14th to 15th century Lincoln Glazed Ware large jug 1 BS interior deposit 14th to 15th 

0201 POTT Potterhanworth-type Ware ? 1 base leached;ext soot 13th to 15th 

0104 LHUM Late Humber-type ware ja r? 1 base 16th 

0104 LSW2/3 13th to 15th century Lincoln Glazed Ware jug 1 BS 13th to 15th 

plot 3 U/S BL Black-glazed wares small jar 1 rim 17th to 18th 

plot 3 U/S LSW2/3 13th to 15th century Lincoln Glazed Ware jug 1 BS ? Lincoln production 13th to 14th 

plot 3 U/S HUM Humberware jug 1 rim with handle 14th to 16th 

plot 3 U/S BL Black-glazed wares bowl 1 base 18th 

plot 3 U/S MEDLOC Medieval local fabrics OX;med sandy;med hard jug 1 applied slashed false handle applied part 14th to 15th 

0100 WHITE Modern whiteware ? BS 19th to 20th 

0100 NOTS Nottingham stoneware jar 1 BS 18th to 19th 

0100 BL Black-glazed wares ? 1 BS 18th to 19th 

0100 ENGS Unspecified English Stoneware ? 1 BS 19th to 20th 

plot 3 U/S BRK Brick 1 18th to 20th 

plot 3 U/S PNR Peg, nib or ridge tile 1 13th to 16th 

Jane Young - Lindsey Archaeological Services (29/1/02) 

Context Part Name Type Date 

0102 Rim Nene Valley Colour Coat Flanged Bowl 4th 

Identification by Maggi Darling (Jan 2002) 

Context Part Name Date 

Plot 3 Whole Brick 19th 


