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i.O Summary 

An archaeological watching brief was carried out on building work at Straits 
Wine Bar, which occupies numbers 8 and 9, The Strait, Lincoln. The building 

fronts onto the western side of the street, and the work was carried out both 
within the building and on the land to the rear. Cutting back of a soil section 
behind a collapsed wall was carried out under archaeological supervision. 
This exposed section, which included three metres of stratified deposits with 
masonry remains, was recorded. Pottery sherds and tile fragments that were 
collected from the section date from the 2"'' century to the 19"" century AD. 

Following the rebuilding of the collapsed wall, a conservatory was 
constructed as a rear extension. Excavation of the foundation trench for this 
was monitored, and a sequence of stratified layers, similar to that seen behind 
the collapsed wall, was exposed in the sides of the trench. Pottery sherds and 
tile fragments collected from the trench date from the 12'^ century to the 19'^ 
century AD. 

The stone recovered from the removal of the rear wall was found to include a 
number of re-used masonry blocks from an earlier building, or buildings, and 
these were also recorded. Amongst the stones were two examples of 12'^ 
century architectural sculpture. Shared stylistic characteristics suggest that 
they may have originated from one or more relatively high status secular 
buildings. 
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2.0 INTRODUCTION 

2.7 Network Archaeology Ltd (NAL) was commissioned in November 2000 by 
Patrick Joseph Bresiin on behalf of Dual Pumps Ltd to conduct an 
archaeological watching brief during alterations to Straits Wine Bar, Lincoln 
(NGR: SK 97608 71544) {Figure 1). 

2.2 The Watching Brief was required by Lincolnshire County Council, in order to 
fulfil a condition of planning permission for the development (Planning 
Application References 2000/0449/F and 2000/0472/LBC). The work was 
carried out in accordance with relevant local and national guidelines 
(Lincolnshire County Council, 1998; IF A, 1997). 

3.0 THE DEVELOPMENT SITE 

3.1 Straits Wine Bar, 8 and 9 The Strait, Lincoln, is a Grade II Listed Building 
(ref 1941-1/9/374). The property is bounded on the east by The Strait, a short 
street cormecting the north end of the High Street with the bottom of Steep 
Hill, and on the west by St Martin's Street. The adjoining properties are also 
Grade II Listed Buildings: 7 The Strait to the south (ref 1941-1/9/373), and 10 
The Strait to the north (ref 1941-1/9/375). 

3.2 The existing building dates from the century and was originally two 
houses. The rear extensions are on the first floor relative to The Strait frontage, 
but are at ground level to the rear of the building. The present south extension, 
the kitchen, was built in March 1986. This replaced a cellar of 18"̂  or 
century date. 

3.3 To the west of the property, a garden extends to a rear entrance on St Martin's 
Street. A row of buildings formerly fronted onto St Martin's Street (Figure 2). 

3.4 The site lies on the slopes of a Jurassic Limestone Scarp, known as the Lincoln 
Edge. It is above an outcrop of Upper Lias clay which is overlain by 
Lincolnshire Limestone. 

3.5 A recent borehole survey has shown up to 5.50m of stratified deposits to the 
rear of the existing building. 

4.0 ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND 

4.1 Straits Wine Bar lies in the south-east portion of what was the Roman Lower 
City. Roman Lincoln had the status of a colonia, a self-governing civic 
community. The main north to south aligned Roman Road, Ermine Street, 
which bisected the colonia, runs close to the line of St Martin's Street to the 
rear or the property. It is highly likely that there were buildings fronting on to 
Ermine Street at this time. A section through Ermine Street was excavated in 



T 
i 

1984 at Chestnut House to the east of Michaelgate approximately 120ni to the 
^ north of Straits Wine Bar. 

i 4.2 After the abandonment of Roman Lincoln in the century, a small 
community is thought to have existed through the early to middle Saxon 
period, from the to centuries. Scandinavian settlement increased in the 

^ later part of this period, and by the late 9"̂  century, Lincoln was part of the 
Danelaw. By the lO"' and ll '^ centuries, Lincoln had become a significant 
urban civil and ecclesiastic centre. As an illustration of this, the mint was one 
of the most important in the country after London. 

^ 4.3 The main change in the archaeological record following the Norman Conquest 
was the introduction of stone for domestic buildings. The hillside on which the 
site stands may have had stone terrace walls during the Roman occupation, 
which were repaired, replaced or added to from the 11'̂  century onwards. 

^ 4.4 Lincoln enjoyed a period of great prosperity in the 12'̂  and 13"̂  centuries with 
trade utilising the River Witham and Foss Dyke Canal. Much of the present 
street pattern in the centre of the city was established at this time. During the 

3 Medieval period, the present St Martin's Street was variously known as 
'Poultry', 'Sultry Hill' and later 'Drapery', a name that was revived in the 19"̂  

^ century. These names suggest some of the different trades practised in the area. 

4.5 After a period of relative decline from the late 14"̂  to 17"̂  centuries, an 
3 increase in trade, partly stimulated by the clearance of navigation to Boston 

and to the Trent, resulted in an improvement in prosperity in Lincoln. 

^ 4.6 The Strait is thought to have come into use as a thoroughfare in the early 11'*̂  
century to the east of Ermine Street. Jews House, 15 The Strait (SK 49764 

3 37159) dates from the second half of the 12"̂  century. The area fronting onto 
the west side of Steep Hill, between Jews House and St Martin's Street, was 

^ excavated in 1974 (CLAU, 1993, Fig 4, SH 74). 

4.7 In 1987, building work at Jews House (CLAU, 1993, Fig 4, SH87) revealed 
J the metalling of a Roman street associated with up to three Roman buildings. 

There was little evidence from the early to mid-Saxon period, but a late Saxon 
^ terrace wall on an east to west alignment was found. A stone structure in use 

from the ll '^ to 13"̂  centuries was recorded, together with the remains of 
timber and stone buildings, possibly shops or houses, which fronted Steep Hill 

^ in the 14'̂  century. A cobbled area to the rear of these buildings dated from the 
15'̂  century. By the end of the 17'"̂  century, when the buildings presently 

^ occupied by Straits Wine Bar were built, brick and stone buildings fronted 
onto Steep Hill. 

^ 4.8 Properties 12 to 24 Danes Terrace opposite Straits Wine Bar were developed 
in 1974 (CLAU, 1993, Fig 4, DT74) and in 1978 (CLAU, 1993 Fig 4, DT78). 

-jM A Roman wall had been re-used as part of a mid to late 11"' century cellar. A 
stone building, consisting of two rooms divided by a passage, fronted The 
Strait. Between the late 14"" and early 15"" centuries, the building was replaced 
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with a timber structure. There were various yard surfaces to the rear of the 
buildings. A medieval cellar continued in use into the 17''' century. In the mid 
to late IS''̂  century the construction of a new structure fronting The Strait 
removed part of the previous building, the rest of which was demolished in the 
early to mid 19 century. Four cellars associated with 19 century houses 
survived until demolition immediately prior to the excavation. 

4.9 During works carried out to the rear of 8 and 9 The Strait in 1961, a medieval 
pitcher dated to the 14"" century was found (SK 97605 71542). 

5.0 THE WATCHING BRIEF 

5.1 The Watching Brief was carried out following the procedures laid out in the 
Written Scheme of Investigation (NAL, November 2000). 

5.2 Ground Floor Alterations 
Alterations made to the ground floor of the wine bar were monitored 
intermittently between IS**" December 2000 and 5"" of March 2001. The prior 
removal of the floor of the building allowed the walls of the floor cavity and 
foundations to be recorded. The rear wall to plot number 8, which had partially 
collapsed, was removed. A series of stratified layers were exposed (Figures 
4a, 4b). In order to construct a concrete retaining wall, this section had to be 
cut back by approximately 1.5m. This was carried out under archaeological 
supervision. Work was temporarily halted to allow the section to be recorded 
after a hearth-like structure had been exposed. When the section had been 
taken back to its full extent, it was again cleaned and recorded {Figure 5). 

As the section was being cut back, finds including pottery and animal bone 
were collected. Because of the way in which the section was excavated, there 
was a certain amount of uncertainty as to the exact provenance of some of the 
finds, but as far as possible they were assigned to the layers from which they 
came. 

5.3 Foundation trench for the conservatory 
The excavation of a foundation trench for a new conservatory was monitored 
on the 18"̂  and 19'̂  July 2001. The trench was aligned north to south and was 
5.10m long, 1.00m wide and 2.20m deep {Figure 3). The wall of a modem 
cellar formed the northern extent of the trench. To the south, the trench was 
limited by the wall dividing the property from 7 The Strait. 

Stratified layers similar to those that had been recorded to the rear of the 
ground floor were revealed in the sides of the trench {Figure 6). 
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Interior: Cellar and Ground Floor (Figures 3, 4a, 4b, 5) 
Layer (013) at base of cellar 
At an early stage in the building work, the floor of the south part of the 
building was removed. This revealed a floor cavity up to Im deep, divided into 
two by a transverse brick wall. The base of this space was formed by a silty 
Layer (013) that was rich in mortar and brick rubble. It contained and 
early century pottery. Below this, there was a fairly loose, black charcoal-
rich Layer (014), with finds of a similar date. The sides of a large oval void in 
the centre of the floor cavity showed that there were loose silty deposits of 
similar appearance to (013) to a depth of 0.80m. These deposits probably all 
post-date the construction of the building, suggesting that the floor cavity was 
originally a cellar which has been backfilled, either deliberately or by the 
accumulation of construction debris during earlier refitting or refurbishment. 

Existing 19"' century Foundation Walls (003), (004), (005), (006) = (007); 
Chimney (012) 
The sides of the floor cavity or cellar were seen to consist of limestone-block 
masonry, acting as the foundations for the walls of the existing building. The 
space was divided by an east-west aligned partition Wall (008) which would 
have provided support for the floor. The lower visible part of this wall was of a 
similar construction to the side cellar walls, but it was made up to floor height 
with square tile-like bricks. This wall abutted the north-south aligned walls, 
(005) on the front (east) side of the building, and (004) on the back (west) side. 
The east-west returns of these Walls (003) & (006) = (007) formed the limits 
of the floor cavity to the north and south respectively. The Foundations (012) 
for a chimney breast were built into the southern Wall (006) = (007). These 
foundations supported a fire-place in the room above. 

At the top of the cellar or floor cavity walls there was a step back of at least 
0.30m to the internal faces of the walls of the ground-floor rooms above. This 
provided a ledge on which the floor joists would have rested. 

Wall (Oil) 
The back Wall (010) of the southern half of the ground floor had collapsed a 
number of weeks before work started. It was removed by a combination of 
unplanned further collapse and controlled demolition. This exposed the 
remains of an earlier Wall (Oil). This consisted of relatively large limestone 
blocks, some of which appeared to have been re-used from an earlier building, 
or buildings. Due to its collapsed state it was not possible to make out the 
exact details of the construction of this wall, but it appeared to have been 
approximately 1.60m high, up to 0.60m thick and at least 5.50m in length. It 
was probably originally bonded with mortar, but this had subsequently 
weathered away, leaving a loose, unstable structure unable to support the 
weight of the soil behind it. 
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g 6.1.4 Worked stones (098) to (111) inclusive; (113) 
Fifteen blocks of cut and worked limestone (displaying one or more tooled 
faces) from collapsed Wall (Oil) were recorded. It is probable that this 

^ limestone originated in an earlier building or buildings, and been re-used in 
Wall (Oil). The worked stone was recorded and photographed. Amongst these 
pieces were two capitals ( i l l ) and (113) from separate architectural features. 
Each displays incised decoration that is indicative of mid to late 12'̂  century 
architectural style. Similar capitals survive in high status standing buildings of 

^ the century, {see Appendix H; Plate 5). 

§ 

-J 6.2 Upper Layers of Sections (Figures 4a, 4b, 5) 
5 Layers (022) and (027) 

After the removal of walls (010) and (Oil), a large section of stratified layers 
^ and some masonry were exposed (Figures 4a, 4b). The upper part of the 

section consisted of material that had accumulated to the rear of Wall (Oil). 
These deposits were predominantly of a loose rubble-rich clayey silt that 
contained mortar flecks that were derived from demolished masonry. Pottery 
from the upper Layer (022) has been dated to the early to mid 1 c e n t u r y . The 

^ thick (up to 0.75m deep) underlying Layer, (027) contained pottery and tile 
dating from the mid 15"̂  to early 16"̂  centuries. 

^ 6.3 Middle Portion of Section (Figures 4a, 4b, 5) 
The middle portion of the section consisted of more compacted layers of clay 

^ silt with a high proportion of limestone rubble mixed with domestic waste, 
including animal bones and mussel shells. A demolition deposit (028) that 
consisted primarily of broken tiles dating to the 13"̂  to 14'̂  centuries was 
recorded below (027). This deposit covered a heavily disturbed Hearth Group 
(114) and underlying Layer (026). 

6.3.1 Hearth Group (114) 
Hearth Group (114) incorporates Pit [115], Hearth Floor (021), Wall (024) and 
Wall (025). The Hearth Floor (021) was made of heat affected tiles that had 
been pitched almost vertically so that their edges formed the level floor of the 

^ hearth. The exposed portion of the Hearth Floor (021) was 0.55m wide and 
0.13m deep. It extended beyond the limit of excavation to the west (Plate 1). 
The tiles date from the to 14'̂  centuries (see Appendix E). Hearth Group 

3 (114) had been truncated to the east by the collapse of the back Wall (011) of 
the building. Its relationship with Wall (Oil) could not be ascertained. 

^ Wall (024) to the north of the hearth surface comprised up to four roughly 
coursed unmortared medium to large limestone blocks. It survived to a height 

3 of 0.60m. The Wall (025) that formed the southern side of the structure was 
less well preserved, but still survived to a height of 0.50m. The upper courses 
of the walls had been truncated. 

What remained of the side Walls (024) and (025) were backed by uncoursed 
J limestone rubble, filling a bowl-shaped Pit [115]. They angled outwards into 

the section, continuing beyond the western edge of excavation. 

'•1 



3 

1 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

The space within the structure was filled by Deposit (023) which contained a 
high proportion of loose limestone blocks (< 0.30m x 0.18m x 0.18m). The 
limestone blocks were mixed with lenses of charcoal-rich silt that contained 
mussel shells and sheep bones (see Appendix F). 

The seventeen sherds of pottery that were recovered from the Deposit (023) 
date from the mid to late IS''̂  century. The sixty-two sherds recovered from 
Layer (020), one of the deposits that had been truncated by the hearth, date 
from the late 14th to mid 15"̂  centuries. Assuming that the hearth was filled 
fairly rapidly when it was no longer in use, it is likely to have been constructed 
around the middle of the 1 c e n t u r y . 

6.3.2 Layers (026) and (032) 
Layer (026) measured up to 0.47m deep, and was the highest surviving deposit 
cut by Hearth Group (114). Pottery from this layer has been dated to between 
the 13'̂  and 14'̂  centuries. Layer (032) was similar to (026), but was separated 
from it by Hearth Group (114). It contained pottery dated to the mid to late 
13'̂  century. A small double-sided comb crafted from elephant ivory was 
retained from this layer {Figure 7; Appendix G). 

6.3.3 Layer (020) 
Below Layer (026) was a 0.40m thick Layer (020) from which pottery dating 
from the mid 14'̂  to mid 15"̂  centuries was recovered. A single sherd of 
residual Samian-ware dating from the mid to late 2"'' century A.D. was also 
retained. Layer (020) was the latest deposit that contained residual Roman 
pottery (see Appendix D). 

6.4 Lower Portion of Section (Figures 4 a, 4b, 5) 
6.4.1 Culvert (048) 

A north-south aligned culvert was exposed behind Wall (Oil) in the base of 
the section {Plate 2). It consisted of roughly squared limestone blocks; two 
rows standing vertically to form the sides, with a capping of horizontally 
places blocks (< 0.48m x o . 3 2 m x 0.14m). Culvert (048) was at least 1.75m 
long, extending beyond the limit of excavation to the north. 

6.4.2 Pits [086], [087], [088] 
Three pits were cut into Layer (052) in the lower portion of the section. These 
pits were only seen in section, so their shape in plan and their western extent is 
not known. 

Pit [086] had steep sides and a flat base. It measured 1.40m wide and 0.85m 
deep, and was filled with limestone rubble (060), and mixed deposits (049) 
and (051), which appeared to be derived from the layers which the pit was cut 
through. Pottery recovered from (049) has been dated from the late 12"̂  to 
early 13"̂  centuries, while pottery from (051) has been dated from the late 9"̂  
to early lO''' centuries. 
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Pit [087] was cut from the same level as Pits [086] and [088]. It had steep 
sides that tapered to a concave base, and measured 1.00m wide and 1.00m 
deep. No finds were recovered fi"om its limestone rubble Fill (056). 

Pit [088], like pit [086], contained an initial infill of rubble (090) with an 
Upper Fill (089) of similar composition to the deposhs into which the ph had 
been cut. It had vertical sides and a flat base. It measured 0.70m wide and 
0.50m deep. No finds were recovered. 

Wall (037) 
Wall (037) was visible in section close to the southern extent of Hearth Group 
(114). The wall was aligned east to west, perpendicular to the section. Up to 
12 courses of unmortared limestone blocks survived. The largest of the blocks 
(< 0.40m X 0.16m x 0.14m) were situated at the base of the wall. The 
relationship of this wall to Wall (Oil) was uncertain, but they may have been 
contemporary. 

The Construction Cut [116] for Wall (037) was visible in section to the north 
of the wall. The cut contained a loose rubble-rich Backfill Deposit (036) that 
abutted the wall. Pottery that was collected from this deposit has been dated to 
the 13"̂  century. This pottery is likely to have originated from deposits that 
were truncated by Construction Cut [116]. 

6.4.4 

6.4.5 

6.4.6 

Wall (037) retained Deposit (039) to the south. This deposit contained pottery 
dated to the 15'̂  to 16'̂  centuries as well as kitchen waste material that 
included mussel shells and animal bones. A largely complete cat skeleton was 
included in the bone assemblage (see Appendix F). When this deposit was 
removed, a north-south aligned Wall (040) was exposed. 

Wall (040) 
The north-south aligned Wall (040) was the return of Wall (037). It was 
located approximately 0.65m west and to the rear of the removed back Wall 
(Oil). It was 0.92m high, consisting of up to 8 courses of limestone blocks 
(0.20m X 0.09m in section only). Wall (037) abutted its lower courses, but the 
upper courses of these two walls were tied in, implying that they were 
contemporary. 

Wall (091) 
The remains of a heavily truncated Wall (091) overlay Wall (037). It consisted 
of urmiortared roughly coursed limestone blocks up to 0.60m in height and 
0.18m in width. It was aligned east-west and appeared in section only. 

Layer (038) 
A loose rubble rich Layer (038) overlay Walls (037) and (040). This layer was 
up to 0.50m thick and contained pottery and tile from the early to mid 16"̂  
century. 
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6.4.7 Dating 

3 Pottery that was retained from the section dates from the 2"'' century Roman to 
the century. Fifteen sherds of Roman pottery were recovered from the 
section, but the finds of later pottery from the same deposits show that this was 

3 residual, having originated from earlier horizons that were beyond the limit of 
excavation. A single sherd of Samian-ware dating from the mid to late 2"'' 

r j century was recovered from Layer (020). Otherwise, most of the Roman 
pottery dates from the 3'''' to centuries A.D. {see Appendix D). 

3 6.5 Foundation trench for Conservatory (Figures 3, 6) 
The trench for the foundations of the new conservatory was aligned north-
south. It measured 5.10m long, 1.00m wide and 2.20m deep. The west-facing 
section was drawn {Figure 6). 1 

^ The trench was bounded to the north by the wall of the Cellar (081) that was 
built in 1986. The southern end of the trench was bounded by east-west Wall 
(077), built on top of earlier wall foundations (076). This wall separates the 
yard at the back of Straits Wine Bar with that of the adjoining property. 3 

^ 6.5.1 Modern Services [083] and[074] 
A trench containing two modem drains (082) was recorded in the northern 
portion of the trench adjacent to Cellar [081]. More modem drains (075) were 
recorded near the southern extent of the trench adjacent to Wall (077). J 
A post medieval east-west aligned Wall (073) in Construction Cut [072] ran 
parallel to trench (083). Up to four courses of brick bonded by light yellowish-

^ brown mortar remained. This wall separated plot 8 from plot 9. 

6.5.2 Layer (071) 
J The modern service trenches [083] and [074] and the Construction Cut [072] 

for Wall (073) were cut into Layer (071). This layer was up to 0.60m thick and 
covered the upper part of the trench. It contained modem brick and tile 
fragments mixed with loose garden earth. 3 

J 6.5.3 Layer (070) 
Below Layer (071) was Layer (070). This deposit was a make-up layer 
bounded to the north by Cellar [081] and Wall (076) to the south. It contained 
post-medieval brick fragments. 3 

3 6.5.4 Wall (076) 
Below (070) was the Deposit (080). This represents a construction horizon for 
the foundations for wall (076). The deposit was indistinct from the Backfill 
(069) for the Construction Cut [068] for Wall (076) at the southern limit of the 
trench. Deposit (080) = (069) contained frequent limestone fragments and 
mortar flecks. Nine tile fragments that were retained from (080) = (069) have 
been dated to the 13"̂  to 14*'' centuries. These are presumably residual, 
originating from an earlier structure. 
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Construction Cut [068] truncated Layer (067) at the southern extent of the 
trench. This layer was a mixed limestone rubble rich deposit that was up to 
0.40m deep. Pottery sherds and tile fragments from Layer (067) date from the 
mid le'*" to 18"" centuries. 

6.5.5 Layer (066) 
Beneath Layer (067) was mortar rich Layer (066). This deposit was up to 
0.10m thick and extended 1.80m into the northern portion of the trench. 

6.5.6 Layer (065) 
Layer (066) overlay layer (065). This deposit was 0.80m thick and extended 
beyond the limit of excavation to the north and south. It contained frequent 
limestone rubble and mortar flecks. Pottery sherds and tile fragments from 
(065) have been dated to the 14"" to 15 '̂' centuries. 

6.5.7 Layer (064) 
Below Layer (065) was Layer (064), which was exposed at the base of the 
trench. It extended beyond the limit of excavation. It was below (068), the 
foundation trench for Wall (076). No finds could be recovered from (064) as 
the trench was unsafe to enter, but there was noticeably less mortar in it than in 
the layers above. 

7.0 INTERPRETATION 

7.1 Ground Floor Sections (Figures 4a, 4b, 5) 
Dated pottery and tile from the sequence of layers recorded to the rear of 
north-south aligned Wall (Oil) shows a steady accumulation of material from 
the late century to the 19 century. The earliest dated pottery originates 
from the lowest layers of the section, and included 15 sherds of residual 
Romano-British pottery (see Appendix D). 

7.LI Hearth Group (114) 
To construct the hearth, a large Pit [115] that measured 1.90m wide along its 
east-west axis, and at least 0.70m deep, had initially been dug. The tile Floor 
(021) was then placed into the base of the pit. Walls (024) and (025) had then 
been constructed around the sides of the pit, forming the inner faces of the 
hearth. These were then backed by limestone rubble. 

The relationship of this feature with the back wall of the building (Oil) was 
not clear, but its position limits its possible configurations. In particular, its 
internal cavity must have either been bounded by the back wall, or have 
communicated to the inside of the building through an opening. If the former 
was the case, it is likely that the interpretation as a hearth is wrong, and that it 
was a rather elaborate drainage feature, with the signs of burning resulting 
from an accidental fire against the outside of the building. A feature opening to 
the inside of the building seems more likely, and it may have served as a flue, 
or small oven or fire-place. The opening in the back wall would have 
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contributed to its structural weakness, leading to its bowing inwards as the 
build up of deposits outside increased the pressure on it. 

7.1.2 Walls (037) and (040) 
In conjunction, Walls (040) and (037) appear to have made a small extension 
to the rear of an earlier phase of the building, located behind the existing 
staircase to the rear of the building. Layers (038) and (039) (Figure 4a) filled 
the space between these walls and the side wall of the building. Pottery from 
these deposits indicates that this extension went out of use in the late 1 t o 
mid centuries. Deposit (022) at the top of the section was seen to slump 
into the area above, as the ground was levelled up in the early to mid 
century. 

7.1.3 Culvert (048) 
The Culvert (048) was cut into Layer (047) = (050) that contained pottery 
dating from the late lO"̂  to ll"^ centuries. It was overlain by Layer 045, the 
pottery from which has been dated to the 13"̂  century. It may have originally 
been a drainage feature associated with the first buildings that fronted onto 
Steep Hill. 

7.1.4 Pits [086], [087], [088] 
The Pits [086], [087], [088] that were recorded at the base of the section were 
visible in section only. The steep sides and flat bases of [086] and [088] in 
particular, and the high rubble content noted in their fills, suggests that they 
may have been robbed out walls {see Appendix C). This could not be proved 
without further excavation. 

7.2 Foundation trench for Conservatory 
The foundation trench was situated approximately 7m south of the section 
inside the building. The layers recorded in the two sections were similar, but at 
the back of the building the layers were sloping down quite steeply from west 
to east, so that corresponding layers would have appeared at a higher level in 
the foundation trench. 

8.0 CONCLUSIONS 

8.1 Ground Floor Sections (Figures 4a, 4b, 5) 
The deposits that were recorded to the rear of Wall (Oil) represent an 
accumulation of limestone rubble rich deposits mixed with occupational 
refuse. The upper layers had built up to the rear of the existing building. Lower 
layers comprised material relating to earlier buildings that fronted onto Steep 
Hill. 

Late Saxon and Saxo-Norman layers at the base of the section may have been 
deposited before the medieval frontage to Steep Hill was constructed. The 
layers beneath Culvert (048) and Wall (Oil) dated to the lO"" to ll"" century, 
and three Pits [088], [087] and [086] were cut at this level. Pottery from the 
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to late lO"" century in the fill (051) of Pit [086] was probably residual, as Layer 
(061) through which these pits were cut contained pottery of a similar date. 
Roman pottery and tile fragments were recovered from the lower deposits, but 
this seemed to be residual, implying that no Roman deposits were affected by 
the development. The presence of Roman tile and pottery, however, suggests 
that the Roman layers were not far beyond the limit of excavation. Box tile 
fragments from Layer (046) and unstratified box tile fragment (063) suggest 
the presence of a substantial Roman building in the vicinity (see Appendix £). 

Evidence of the earliest stone-built medieval buildings includes the remains of 
Culvert (048) that truncated layers that have been dated to the lO"' to ll" ' 
centuries, and the re-used worked stone in the rear wall of the building. The 
two mid to late century sculptured capital stones that were incorporated 
into this wall may have originated from a secular building similar to the 
surviving Jews House, 15 The Strait {see Appendix H). This may have been on 
the same site or close by. It is unlikely that re-used stone would have been 
transported any great distance. 

8.2 Foundation Trench for Conservatory (Figure 6) 
Dated pottery and tile recovered from the trench dates from the mid to late 
12th century to the IQ*'' century. 

The layers in the sides of the trench were generally a mixture of demolition 
material from earlier buildings with garden earth deposits similar to those 
recorded in the cellar sections. This waste could have originated from the 
property that fronted either Steep Hill, or St Martins Street to the west of the 
development {Figure 2). 
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For NAL, fieldwork was carried out by Dick Moore and Phil Chavasse, the 
^ latter also producing and collating the report. Chris Taylor managed the 

project. Dick Moore and Chris Taylor edited the report. Geraint Franklin 
prepared the illustrations and identified the worked stone {Appendix H). 

J! Wendy Booth archived the finds. 
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11.0 SITE ARCHIVE (Accession Number 2001.225) 
In addition to a copy of this report, the site archive consists of :-

• Site records, including 116 Context Sheets. 
• Copies of developer's site plans. 
• 4 X A3 drawing sheets. 
• Photographic record: 3 Photographic index sheets, 60 mounted colour 

transparencies. 
• Correspondence relating to the project. 
• Archaeological finds: pottery, animal bones, ivory double-sided comb 

{Registered Find 001), worked stone, tile and brick. 
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All statements and opinions presented in this report are offered in good faith 
and compiled according to professional standards. No responsibility can be 
accepted by the authors of the report for any error of fact or opinion resulting 
from data supplied by any third party, or for any loss or other consequences 
arising from decisions or actions made upon the basis of facts or opinions 
expressed in the report, howsoever such facts and opinions may have been 
derived. 
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Figure 1: Location of the site (1:50,000 scale) 
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Figure 2: Extract from 1905 Ordnance Survey 1:2500 map (sheet 70.07), showing location of the site. 
Reproduced at 1:1000 scale 
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Figure 5: E facing section prior to construction of new retaining wall 
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Figure 6: W facing section of foundation trench for conservatory 



Figure 7: Ivory comb Registered Find 001 (1:1 scale) 



(a) 

(b) (c) 

Figure 8: Architectural fragments, (a) quoin 109; (b) capital \ \l (c) capital 113 (1:4 scale) 
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Plate 1: Hearth floor 021, looking west Plate 2: Limestone culvert 048, looking west 
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Plate 3: Foundation trench for 
conservatory, looking south 

Plate 4: Rear of Straits Wine Bar looking east Plate 5: Capital at Castle Acre Priory. Norfolk 
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Context Type Description Dimensions Interpretation Date Contains Fill of Top A.O.D. 
001 Finds N.A. unstrat finds from W side of ground floor mid 18th century 
002 Fill loose mixed deposit containing post medieval pottery 0.70m wide * 0.60m deep backfill of pipe trench SW corner of yard 19th century 

003 Footings 

up to 6 courses E-W aligned limestone blocks (< 0.30m length, 
0.10m depth) bonded by light yellowish-brown lime mortar; 1 
course of brick wall visible set back 0.30m overlying footings c.4.00m long x 1.03m high footings for N wall of ground floor 19th century 24.84m 

004 Footings 
up to 9 courses of N-S aligned limestone blocks bonded by 
light yellowish-brown mortar c.4.00m long x 1.05m high footings for W wall of ground floor 19th century 24.86m 

005 Footings 
up to 7 courses of N-S aligned limestone blocks bonded by 
light yellowish-brown lime mortar c. 4.00m long x o . 8 5 m high footings for E wall of ground floor 19th century c. 25.00m 

006 Footings 
up to 8 courses of E-W limestone blocks bonded by light 
yellowish-brown lime mortar; underlies 2 courses of brick wall c. 1.50m long x 1.00m high footings for E part of S wall of ground floor 19th century c. 25.00m 

007 Footings 
up to 8 courses of E-W aligned limestone blocks bonded by 
light yellowish-brown lime mortar c. 1.50m long x 0.88m high footings for W part of S wall of ground floor 19th century c. 25.00m 

008 Footings 

up to 5 courses of limestone blocks bonded by light yellowish-
brown mortar; overlain by loosely mortared bricks 
(0.16mx0.16mx0.05m) up to floor level. 

c. 4.00m long x o . 4 8 m high x 
0.30m wide 

footings for N-S wall running along center of 
ground floor 19th century c. 25.00m 

009 Wall 
up to 6 courses of limestone blocks bonded by yellowish-brown 
mortar 0.75m high x 0.18m wide wall adjacent to wall 010 19th century c. 25.00m 

010 Wall 
8 courses+ of limestone blocks (as 0004) faced by brick and 
render at top 1.10m high x 0.40m wide wall overlying footings 004 20th century c. 27.00m 

O i l Wall loosely bonded limestone blocks (<0.30mx0.25m) 
5.70m X 1.60m high x 0.70m 
wide prior to collapse 

wall behind 040 and 010; contained worked 
stone (Appendix H) 14th century? c.26.20m 

012 Footings 

up to 6 courses of limestone blocks; lower 2 courses bonded 
by light yellowish-brown lime mortar; higher courses cement 
rendered; overlain by up to 9 courses of square bricks 
(0.16mx0.16mx0.05m) 

2.00m high x 1.32m wide x 0.52 
deep foundations for chimney in S wall of cellar 18th century c. 25.00m 

013 Layer 
loose mid-brown clay silt with frequent mortar flecks; frequent 
C.B.M. fragments; frequent charcoal flecks cellar floor 0.15mdeep layer at base of cellar; overlies 014 19th century 24.46m 

014 Layer 
loose greyish-brown dark greyish-brown silty clay with frequent 
charcoal fragments and flecks cellar floor 0.25m+deep burnt layer (from previous building) 19th century 24.46m 

015 Footings up to 3 courses of unmortared loose irregular limestone blocks 0.25m+ deep footings for walls 005 / 006 unknown 018 c. 25.00m 

016 Surface brick and limestone block cellar floor c. 4.00m X 2.00m 
ground floor floor of earlier building underlies 
014 unknown c. 24.40m 

017 Fill 
loose mid greyish-brown clay silt with frequent ash and 
charcoal flecks; moderate mortar flecks in SE corner of cellar 

0.15m wide against walls 005 / 
006 fill of construction cut for wall 005 and 006 19th century c. 25.00m 

018 Cut linear cut for wall 015 up to 0.20m wide construction cut for wall 015 unknown 015 c. 25.00m 

019 Cut sub-rectangular with steep sides (not bottomed) 0.53m X 0.35m x l .00m+ 
pit, possibly post pit to the N of dividing wall 
008 unknown c. 24.40m 

Ground Floor Alterations 
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Context Type Description Dimensions Interpretation Date Contains Fill of Top A.O.D. 

020 Fill 

loose mid greyish-brown clay silt with frequent small angular 
limestone fragments; frequent tile fragments; rare charcoal 
flecks 2.60m wide x o.40m deep 

deposit behind wall 011; possibly in 
construction trench for wall 

late 14th to mid 
15th century 25.80m 

021 Surface 
tiles and tile fragments pitched almost vertically in herring bone 
formation; part of structure group 114 0.49m X 0.24m x 0.08m 

tile surface base of structure of unknown 
purpose, possibly hearth floor 13 th /14 th century 115 25.97m 

022 Group loose rubble rich mixed deposit 2.00m wide x 0.19m deep 
backfill of ground floor incorporating layers 
behind wall O i l 

early to mid 18th 
century 27.30m 

023 Fill 

loose mid grey to brown poorly sorted sandy silt with frequent 
limestone blocks (<0.30mx0.18mx0.18m); incorporates lenses 
of organic material with frequent charcoal, mussel and oyster 
shell, and animal bone up to 0.50m depth fill of hearth above 021 

mid to late 15th 
century 26.76m 

024 Wall 
up to 4 courses of NW-SE aligned unmortared limestone 
blocks(0.30mx0.28mx0.20m);part of structure group 114 0.50m X 0.28m x 0.35m 

N wall of hearth retaining surface 021; part of 
grp 114 13 th /15 th century 115 26.42m 

025 Wall 
up to 4 courses of NE-SW aligned unmortared limestone 
blocks(0.30mx0.28mx0.20m); part of structure group 114 0.50m X 0.28m x 0.35m 

S wall of doorway? retaining surface 021; part 
of grp 114 13th / 15th century 115 26.42m 

026 Layer 

loose mid brownish-grey sandy clay silt with frequent mortar 
flecks; rare angular limestone fragments (<0.05m); rare tile 
fragments 5.70m wide x 0.35mdeep tip layer behind wall 011 13th / 14th century 26.46m 

027 Layer 
mid greyish-brown sandy clay silt with frequent angular 
limestone fragments (<0.04m); frequent tile fragments 4.90m wide x 0.70m deep upper backfill behind wall 011 15th / 16th century 27.27m 

028 Layer loose mid greyish-brown sandy silt with frequent tile fragments 3.70m X 0.14m tile rich tip layer behind wall 011 13th / 14th century 26.67m 

029 Layer 
loose pinkish-yellow lime mortar with lenses of dark grey clay 
silt 2.50m wide x 0.10m deep construction horizon for wall O i l ? 13th / 15th century 26.22m 

030 Layer 
loose mid greyish-brown sandy clay silt with frequent small 
limestone fragments 3.70m wide x 0.20m deep backfill behind wall O i l 

late 13th to early 
14th century 25.50m 

031 Layer 
loose dark grey to dark greyish-brown sandy clay silt with rare 
mortar and limestone flecks; frequent tile fragments 0.30m + deep below wall O i l , or within wall construction cut 

mid 12th to early 
13th 25.27m 

032 Layer as 020,but stonier 2.60m wide x 0.30m deep behind wall O i l 
mid to late 13th 
century 26.52m 

033 Layer loose light yellowish-brown mortar and crushed limestone 0.07m thick construction horizon for wall 011 ? 
13 th /14 th 
century? 26.52m? 

034 Wall 
loose mid brown sandy silt between unmortared large 
(0.30mx0.25mx0.13m) limestone blocks 

5.70m long x 0.30m wide x 
1.60m deep between walls 004 and 011 14 th /15 th century 24.87m 

035 Layer 
loose mid greyish-brown clay silt with frequent medium to large 
(<0.15mx0.15mx0,10m) limestone blocks; rare tile fragments 0.40m wide x 0.40m deep rubble consolidation behind wall 025 

mid to late 13th 
century 26.42m 

036 Layer 
loose mid greyish-brown clay silt with frequent medium to large 
(<0.15mx0.15mx0.10m) limestone blocks; rare tile fragments 0.15m wide x 0.80m deep 

backfill of construction trench for wall 037, or 
abutting wall 037 15th century? 116 26.16m 

Ground Floor Alterations 
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Context Type Description Dimensions Interpretation Date Contains Fill of Top A.O.D. 

037 Wall 
up to 12 courses of E-W aligned unmortared limestone blocks 
(<0.40mx0.16mx0.14m) 0,40m X 0.20m x 0.94m part of structure to rear of existing building?) 13th century? 116 26.16m 

038 Layer 
loose mid greyish-brown sandy clay silt with frequent tile 
fragments; frequent small sub-angular limestone fragments 0.90m wide x 0.60m deep backfill staircase void behind wall O i l early to mid 16th 26.90m 

039 Layer 
loose mid greyish-brown sandy clay silt with frequent mussel 
shell fragments 0.90m wide x 0.70m deep organic occupation layer 

late 15th/ 16th 
century 26.18m 

040 Wall 8 courses+ of limestone blocks (<0.20m) 0.92m high part of structure to rear of existing building?) 13th century? 26.18m 

041 Layer 
loose mid greyish-brown gritty silt with frequent mortar; 
frequent limestone flecks and fragments (<0.20m) 0.90m wide x 0.20m deep layer in space between 037 and 040 early to mid 13th 25.80m 

042 Layer as 041, but compacted 0.70m wide x 0.20m 
working surface for construction of walls 
037,040, 043 

late 12th to early 
13th century 25.02m 

043 Footings 
up to 4 courses of tile and limestone blocks (0.25mx0.15m) 
bonded by loose lime mortar 0.40m + deep 

foundation for wall forming boundary with 
property to the south 

13th / 14th 
century? 26.54m 

044 Layer 
loose mid brown sandy clay silt with frequent mortar flecks and 
frequent tile fragments 1.40m X 0.15m tile rich layer 

mid to late 12th / 
early to mid 13th 
century 25.62m 

045 Layer same as 032 mortar rich layer 13th century 25.27m 

046 Layer friable dark grey gritty silt 1.50m wide x 0.17m deep against W side of culvert 048 

mid 12th to eary 
13th century with 
residual 9th to 10th 
century 25.27m 

047 Layer 

compact dark grey to greyish-brown clay silt with rare mortar 
flecks; rare small limestone fragments; frequent C.B.M. 
fragments and flecks 0.50m+thick 

dark layer in main part of section (same as 
050) 

late 10 th /11 th 
century 25.07m 

048 Structure 

2 rows of parallel N-S aligned unmortared limestone blocks 1 
course thick capped by large roughly squared E-W aligned 
limestone blocks (<0.48mx0.32mx0.14m) 1.75m+ X 0.36m x 0.45m limestone culvert 

11 th /12 th 
century? 25.32m 

049 Layer 
poorly sorted loose dark grey silt with frequent limestine blocks 
(0.15m to 0.30mx0.10m to 0.15mx0.10m) 1.40m wide x 0.30m deep rubble rich fill of pit 086 

late 12th to early 
13th 086 25.02m 

050 Layer Firm dark grey to greyish-brown clay silt same as 047, 061 
mixed organic rich deposit (same as 047, 
061) 

late 10th to mid 
11th century 25.07m 

051 Layer 

loose dark grey clay silt with frequent charcoal and shell flecks; 
frequent mussel shell fragments; moderate disarticulated cattle 
bones 1.36m wide x 0.20m deep upper fill of pit 086 

late 9th to late 
10th century 086 25.07m 

052 Layer 
friable dark grey humic clay silt with frequent charcoal and shell 
flecks 2.00m X 0.20m between 2 mortar layers; occupation layer? 

late 12th to early 
13th century 25.03m 

053 Layer 
light to mid greyish-brown clay silt with frequent mortar and 
limestone flecks 0.10m to 0.15m deep mortar layer above 052 

early to late 12th 
century 24.94m 

054 Layer 
loose mid to dark greyish-brown clay silt with frequent mortar 
flecks 1.90m X 0.08m mortar rich layer below 052 

11th /12 th 
century? 24.72m 

Ground Floor Alterations 
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Context Type Description Dimensions Interpretation Date Contains Fill of Top A.O.D. 

055 Layer 
friable organic rich dark greyish-brown clay silt with frequent 
charcoal flecks 1.40m wide * 0.20m deep dark deposit below mortar 054 

early to mid 11th 
century 24.62m 

056 Layer 
loose greyish-brown silt with frequent medium to large 
limestone blocks (S0.25mx0.25mx0.10m) 1.00m wide x 1.00m deep rubble in pit 087 

12 th /13 th 
century 087 24.99m 

057 Layer 

loose greyish-brown clay silt with frequent mortar and 
limestone flecks; frequent small sub-angular limestone 
fragments 2.20m wide x o.lOm deep 13th / 15th century 24.90m 

058 Unstrat unstrat finds from cleaning section N.A. finds 13th / 15th century N.A. 

059 Layer as 055 without burnt material 0.90m wide x 0,30m deep 
late 11th to late 
12th 24.67m 

060 Fill 
up to 4 limestone blocks (0.40mx0.30mx0.09m) in matrix of 
loose mortar rich clay silt 1.00m wide x 0.19m deep 

limestone and mortar demolition material in 
pit 086 

late 12th to early 
13th century 086 24.42m 

061 Layer friable dark grey clay silt same as 050 same as 050 
late 10th to late 
12th century 25.12m 

062 Layer finds N.A. mixed, mainly from 042 early to late 13th N.A. 
063 Finds unstrat N.A. Romano British stray tile (Appendix E) Roman N.A. 

086 Cut in section only; sides near vertical onto flat base 1.40m wide x 0.85m deep pit containing rubble; possible robber trench 
late 12th to early 
13th century? 049,051, 060 25.07m 

087 Cut 
in section only; N edge moderate to steep; S edge near 
vertical; base concave 1.00m wide x 0.99m deep pit containing rubble 

late 12th to early 
13th century? 056 25.02m 

088 Cut in section only; sides near vertical onto flat base 0.80m wide x 0.50m deep pit containing rubble; possible robber trench 
late 12th to early 
13th century? 089,090 25.00m 

089 Fill 
loose mid greyish-brown gritty silt with frequent mortar; 
frequent limestone flecks and fragments {<0.20m) 0.70m wide x 0.50m deep fill of pit 088 

late 12th to early 
13th century? 088 25.00m 

090 Fill loose limestone rubble {< 0.30m) 0.60m wide x 0.20 deep initial rubble infill of pit 088 
late 12th to early 
13th century? 088 24.50m 

091 Wall 
up to 7 courses of limestone blocks (S 0.25m) bonded by loose 
yellowish-brown mortar 0.60m high x 0.25m deep masonry above wall 037 

13th/14th 
century? 26.42m 

092 Cut 
norhtern edge - break of slope top moderate onto side vertical; 
not bottomed; southern edge respects wall 043 1.50m wide x 1.00m deep 

void created after removal of previous 
staircase into cellar 17th /18th 038,039 26.77m 

093 Wall 
E-W brick wall at southern extent of cellar; bricks bonded by 
compact yellowish-brown mortar width unknown, depth 2.00m+ E-W wall-northern extent of nextdoor cellar? 19th century 26.82m 

094 Grp contexts above post-medieval layer 022 6.50m X 0.50m grp incorporating modern Interventions 20thcentury 27.67m 

095 Cut 
linear, northern edge respecting wall 097, southern edge steep 
onto concave base 0.80m wide x 0.90m deep soak away next to wall 097 20th century 096 26.82m 

096 Fill 
frequent small to medium (< 0.10m) sub-angular limestone 
fragments 0.80m wide x 0.90m deep fill of soak away 095 20th century 095 26.82m 

097 wall 
E-W aligned wall; standard brick bonded by compact yellowish-
brown mortar 0.40m wide x 2.30m deep 

kitchen cellar extension (northern limit of E-
facing section Figure 5) same as 079 in 
conservatory foundation trench (Fig. 6) 20th century 27.62m 

Ground Floor Alterations 
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Context Type Description Dimensions Interpretation Date Contains Fill of Top O.D. 

098 Masonry 

limestone aslnlar block with two external faces; display faces 
have diagonal, evenly spaced close set (c. 5mm) tool marks; 
other faces showing pick marks 0.35m X 0.35m » 0.35m 

door jamb or quoin re-used in collapsed wall 
011 medieval / Roman 

099 Masonry 
limestone ashlar block with one display face; shallow oval 
chisel marks (15mm to 20mm spacing) 0.52m X 0.39m x 0.20m 

ashlar facing block re-used in collapsed wall 
O i l medieval / Roman 

100 Masonry 
limestone ashlar block with criss-cross deep tool marks on two 
display faces 0.33m K 0.24m x 0.13m 

ashlar facing block / door jamb re-used in wall 
011 medieval / Roman 

101 Masonry 
limestone ashlar block with two display faces showing close set 
tool marks 0.23m X 0.16m x 0.21m ashlar block; re-used in collapsed wall 011 post med? 

102 Masonry 
square cut weathered limestone ashlar block with close set, 

crude chisel marks on all faces 0.36m X 0.30m x 0.18m 
ashlar block squared on all faces; re-used in 
collapsed wall 011 Roman? 

103 Masonry 
limestone ashlar block with narrow, widely spaced diagonal tool 
marks on two display faces 0.33m X 0.28m x 0.16m 

ashlar facing block / quoin re-used in 
collapsed wall O i l medieval / Roman 

104 Masonry limestone ashlar block with one finely tooled face 0.21m X 0.18m x 0.12m 
ashlar facing block; re-used in collapsed wall 
011 medieval / Roman 

105 Masonry 

limestone ashlar block with shallow oval 'peck marks' (15mm to 
20mm radius); upper and lower surface tooled; outer edge 
curved through 90° 0.20m X 0.19m x 0.14m 

curved quoin section; re-used in collapsed 
wall 011 medieval / Roman 

106 Masonry limestone block; no visible tool marks 0.11m X 0.11m X 0.04m 
possible floor tile re-used in collapsed wall 
O i l medieval / Roman 

107 Masonry 
limestone ashlar facing block; widely spaced even shallow tool 
marks on upper face; outer edges smooth 0.37m X 0.19m x 0.09m 

ashlar facing block re-used in collapsed wall 
O i l medieval / Roman 

108 Masonry 
heat affected, weatherd limestone ashlar block with closely set, 
shallow chisel marks 0.21m X 0.21m x 0.15m 

ashlar facing block / quoin re-used in 
collapsed wall 011 medieval / Roman 

109 Masonry 

heat affected, weatherd limestone ashlar block with traces of 
mortar remaining; faint diagonal tool marks visible; setting out 
mark with compass point on non - display face 0.17m X 0.15m x 0.10m 

quoin fragment (retained); re-used in 
collapsed wall O i l medieval / Roman 

110 Masonry 
limestone ashlar block with closely set diagonal chisel marks 
on display faces 0.38m X 0.32m x 0.18m 

quoin fragment with obtuse corner angle; re-
used in collapsed wall 011 medieval / Roman 

111 Masonry 
weathered limestone ashlar block with diagonal close set tool 
marks; traces of carved decoration on outer curved face 0.45m X 0.25m x 0.17m 

retained fragment of architectural sculpture; 
possible capital stone; re-used in collapsed 
wall O i l 

mid to late 12th 
century 

112 Artifact unstrat pewter spoon fragment, small find 002 
overall length 140mm; bowl 
length 700mm; bowl width 42mm 

found by workman during alterations to 
interior of building (exact location unknown); 
retained by Straits Wine Bar 

late 16th to early 
17th century 

113 Masonry limestone ashlar block with external sculptured decoration 0.47m X 0.27m x 0.19m 

retained fragment of architectural sculpture; 
possible capital stone; re-used in collapsed 
wall O i l 

mid to late 12th 
century 

114 
Structure 
Group structure grp incorporating floor 021; wall 024; wall 025 possible hearth / flue; in section only 15th century 

115 Cut cut containing structure group 114 1.90m wide x 0.70m deep cut for possible hearth / flue; part of 114 15th century 021,024,025 26.42m 

116 Cut vertical sides respecting wall 037; in section only 0.15m wide x 1.10m deep cut for wall 037 15th century? 036, 037 26.16m 

Ground Floor Alterations 
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Context Type Description Dimensions Interpretation Date Contains Fill of Top O.D. 

064 Layer 
firm/friable dark brownish-grey clay silt with rare charcoal 
flecks; rare small to medium (<0.10m) 5.10m wide x 0.20m deep layer exposed at base of trench undated 25.71m 

065 Layer 

friable mid greyish-brown sandy silt with frequent small to 
medium (<0.15m) sub-angular limestone; moderate mortar 
flecks; rare charcoal flecks; rare tile fragments 5.10m wide X 0.80m deep 

rubble layer - demolition deposit in foundation 
trench 14th / 15th century 26.55m 

066 Layer 
friable light yellowish-brown mortar in compact greyish-brown 
clay 1.70m wide x 0.10m deep 

clay and mortar layer - construction horizon in 
foundation trench 15th/16th century 26.65m 

067 Layer 

compact mid greyish-brown fine sandy clay silt with frequent 
small to medium (SO.IOm) sub-angular limestone; rare 
large(<0.30m) limestone blocks; rare charcoal flecks; rare tile 
fragments 4.20m wide x 0.40m deep make-up layer 

mid 16th to 18th 
century 26.95m 

068 Cut 
linear with straight edge; aligned E-W; break of slope top 
gradual onto steep sides onto concave base 0.60m wide x 0.70m deep cut for wall 076 18th century 069,076 26.65m 

069 Fill 

friable light yellowish-brown fine sandy mortar with frequent 
small to large sub-angular limestone (<0.20m); rare tile 
fragments 0.60m wide x 0.70m deep 

backfill of foundation trench 068 for wall 076; 
indistinct from construction horizon 080 18th century 

068, 
076 26.65m 

070 Layer 

friable mid greyish-brown sandy clay silt with frequent small to 
medium (<0.10m) sub-angular limestone; rare large limestone 
blocks; rare charcoal flecks; rare tile fragments 4.75m wide x o . 7 0 m deep make-up layer 18th/19th century 27.30m 

071 Layer 
friable dark brownish-grey sandy slit with frequent sub-angular 
limestone; frequent brick and tile fragments 3.80m wide x 0.50m deep garden earth 19th /20th century 27.83m 

072 Cut 
linear with straight edges; break of slope top sharp; sides 
vertical; base flat; aligned E-W 0.50m wide x 0.30m deep cut for wall 073 post-medieval 27.75. 

073 Wall 
up to 3 courses of brick bonded by light yellowish-brown 
compact mortar 0.40m wide x 0.40m deep wall dividing plots 8 and 9 The Strait 20th century 27.85m 

074 Cut 
linear with straight edge; aligned E-W; sides sloping; base 
concave 1.10m wide X 0.60m deep cut for modern services 20th century 27.85m 

075 Fill 
friable dark greyish-brown sandy silt with frequent brick and tile 
fragments; frequent sub-angular limestone fragments 1.10m wide X 0.60m deep backfill of 074 20th century 074 27.85m 

076 Wall 
large limestone blocks (SO.40m x 0.30m x0.20m) bonded by 
loose light yellowish-brown mortar 1.60m+ deep 

possible terrace wall dividing property with 7 
The Strait; below wall 077 18th century 068 27.65m 

077 Wall 
brick wall bonded by compact yellowish-brown mortar; bricks 
0.25m X 0.11m X 0.07m) c. 2.40m high, width unknown 

existing E -W wall dividing property with 7 The 
Strait 19th century 30m+ 

078 Fill concrete infill adjacent to cellar wall 079 2.00m+ deep x 0.60m wide concrete S of cellar wall 20th century 081 27.85m 

079 Wall brick cellar wall aligned E-W 0.22m wide x 2.00m+ deep 
cellar wall (same as 097 to North of section 
Fig. 5) 20th century 27.85m 

080 Layer 
loose light yellowish-brown fine sandy mortar with rare small to 
medium (sO.IOm) sub-angular limestone 2.70m wide x 0.70m deep 

construction horizon for wall 076; indistinct 
from 069 18th century 26.85m 

081 Cut E-W aligned cut for modern cellar at N extent of trench 2.00m+ deep x i.OOm wide cellar cut 20th century 078,079 27.85m 
082 Fill modern drains adjacent to cellar 081 0.70m wide x 0.60m deep services 20th century 083 27.75m 

Foundation Trench for Conservatory 
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Context Type Description Dimensions Interpretation Date Contains Fill of Top O.D. 
083 Cut straight linear aligned E-W parallel with cellar 081 0.70m wide x 0.60m deep services 20th century 082 27.75m 

084 Layer 

friable darl< brownish-grey sandy silt with rare small to medium 
(<0.1 Om) sub-angular limestone; rare brick and tile fragments; 
rare charcoal flecks 2.50m wide * 0.30m deep make-up layer 20th century 27.69m 

085 Wall 
friable dark brownish-grey sandy silt between medium to large 
(< 0.30m X 0.20m x 0.10m) limestone blocks 0.50m wide x 1.00m deep wall (E-facing section) unknown 27.60m 

Foundation Trench for Conservatory 
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REPORT 88 ON POTTERY FROM THE STRAITS WINE 
BAR, LINCOLN, SWBOO 

for NETWORK ARCHAEOLOGY 

by Margaret J. Darling, M.Phil., F.S.A., M.I.FA. 

29 August 2001 

QUANTITY AND CONDITION 

The pottery came from five contexts, and amomited to 15 sherds weighing 0.267 kg. The condition 
is generally good. No problems are anticipated for long term storage. The pottery has been 
archived using count and weight as measures according to the guidelines laid down for the 
minimum archive by The Stucfy Group for Roman Pottery. 

A copy of the archive database is attached (and can be suppUed on disk), and will be curated for 
future study. 

The pottery quantities and dating by ccaitext is shown on Table 1. 

Table 1 Quantities and dating by context 

Cxt Sherds Weight Date Comments 
020 1 35 L3+ 
042 1 2 ML2 Samian only 
046 4 66 L4 
047 5 57 EM4+ 
055 3 99 L3-4 
059 1 8 ROM 
Total 15 267 

The fabrics are shown on Table 2. 

Table 2 Fabrics 

Fabric Code Sherds % Weight % 
Grey GREY 9 60.00 199 74.53 
Late coarse grey LCOA 1 6.67 14 5.24 
Nene Valley Colour-coated NVCC 2 13.33 42 15.73 
Samian Central Gaul SAMCG 1 6.67 2 0.75 
SheU-gritted common mediiun SHCM 1 6.67 8 3.00 
Swanpool oxidized SPOX 1 6.67 2 0.75 
Total 15 267 
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DISCUSSION 
This small group of pottery is what can be anticipated from this area of Lincohi, earlier 
interventions having produced a range from the 1st to 4th centuries. Only one context is dated to 
the earher Roman period (042) but this is on the basis of samian from Lezoux in Central Gaul 
beii^ the sohtary sherd. Context 059 is not closely datable, the only sherd being a shell-gritted 
body sherd which is not certainly of the later Roman dales ware type, and could therefore belong 
to the earlier series, in use from the period of the legionary fortress through into the 2nd centiuy. 
Most of the sherds are of later Roman date, maity of the grey body sherds probably being from the 
late Swanpool kilns to the south of the city, as is a small sherd from a probable rouletted beaker in 
die oxidized fabric (SPOX) from 047. The latest sherd is the double lid-seated jar from 046 in the 
late coarse fabric (LCOA), typical of the latest assemblages found in Lincohi 

© M.J. Darling, 2001 

1 

A 



Lincoln Straits Wine Bar, SWBOO Roman pottery SwbOOdat 10/04/02 12:08 

Cxt Fabric Form i\/lanuf+ Ves D? DNo Details Link Shs Wt 
020 NVCC OPEN? - - - - FTRG BASE SMALL;PROB BOWL OR DISH;CR FAB - 1 35 
020 ZDATE - - - - - L3+ - - -

042 SAI\/iCG BD? - - - - FLAKED BS - 1 2 
042 ZDATE - - - - - ML2 - - -

042 ZZZ - - - - - SAMIAN ONLY - - -

046 LCOA JDLS - - - - RIM FRAG;SOOTED - 1 14 
046 GREY CLSD - - - - BS BASAL ZONE >LWR GROOVE;BURNISHED - 1 35 
046 GREY CLSD - - - - BS BURNISHED - 1 8 
046 GREY CLSD? - - - - BS NR BASE;BURNISHED - 1 9 
046 ZDATE - - - - - L4 - - -

047 NVCC BD - - - - BS BY BASE;CR FAB - 1 7 
047 SPOX BK? ROUZ - - - BS;THIN WALL;BURNISHED EXT - 1 2 
047 GREY J BVL;BHL - - - BS;RT ANGLE BURNISH LINES - 1 6 
047 GREY - BHL - - - BS - 1 8 
047 GREY CLSD - - - - BASE SMALL;STRING;?BURNISH - 1 34 
047 ZDATE - - - - - EM4+ - - -

055 GREY CLSD - - - - BS NR BASE;?ACCIDENTAL ?BWL AT BOTTOM - 1 65 
055 GREY JB BL - - - BS INDET BL DEC;?BWM OR JL - 1 25 
055 GREY CLSD - - - - BS BURNISH;GROOVED - 1 9 
055 ZDATE - - - - - L3-4 - - -

059 SHCM - - - - - BS POSS WM;NOT DEF DWSH - 1 8 
059 ZDATE - - - - - ROM - - -

r«n fWT rwi n r 
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Archive Report on the Post-Roman Pottery from a Watching 
Brief at Straits Wine Bar, Lincoln (SWBOO) 

Jane Young 

Lindsey Archaeological Services 

Introduction 
Four hundred and thirteen sherds of post-Roman pottery were recovered from 
the site. The pottery ranges in date from the late Saxon to the early modern 
period. The pottery was examined both visually and using a x20 magnification, 
then recorded on an Access database using locally and nationally agreed 
codenames. 

Condition 

The material is in variable condition with some vessels being abraded while others 
are in a fresh condition. Fragment size is on the whole in the medium range (10 to 
30 grams), although a number of sherds are larger and suggest primary deposition. 

Overall Chronology and Source 

A range of 50 different post-Roman pottery types were found on the site, the type 
and general date range for these fabrics is shown in Table 1. Most of the material 
found on the site was typical of pottery recovered from previous excavations within 
the city. 

Table 1: Post-Roman pottery codenames and total quantities by sherd and vessel 
count 

' cname full name ? .earliest latest sherds , vessels 
date - date 

BERTH Brown glazed earthenware 1550 1800 9 8 
BL Black-glazed wares 1550 1750 44 27 
CHPO Chinese Export Porcelain 1640 1850 2 2 
CIST Cistercian-type ware 1480 1650 1 1 
CREA Creamware 1770 1830 4 4 
DST Developed Stamford ware 1150 1230 3 3 
ENPO English Porcelain 1745 1900 1 1 
EST Early Stamford ware 870 1010 "2 2 
FREC Frechen stoneware 1530 1 6 8 0 "4 3 
GRE Glazed Red Earthenware i500 1650 2 2 
HUM Humberware 1250i 1550 6 4 
LEMS Lincolnshire Early Medieval Shelly 1130 1230 5 4 
LPS Linclonshire Fine-shelled ware 970 1200 24 24 
LHUM Late Humber-type ware 1550 1750 3 3 
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LKT Lincoln kiln-type shelly ware 850 1000 17 17 
LLSW Late Lincoln Glazed ware i350 1500 11 11 
LMLOC Late Medieval local fabrics i350 i550 10 8 
LSH Lincoln shelly ware 850 1000' "5 5 
LSW1 12th century Lincoln Glazed ware 1100 1200 8 8 
LSW1/2 12th-13th century Lincoln Glazed 1100 1300 6 6 
LSW2 13th to 14th century Lincoln Glazed 1200 1320 42 41 
LSW2/3 13th to 15th century Lincoln Glazed 1200 1450 24 24 
LSW3 14th to 15th century Lincoln Glazed 1280 1450 25 23 
LSWA Lincoln Glazed ware Fabric A 1100^ 1500 22 20 
MARTIII Martincamp red earthenware 1600 1750 1 1 
MEDLOC Medieval local fabrics 1 l M - T456 6 5 
MEDX Non Local Medieval Fabrics ""1150 1450 2 2 
MP Midlands Purple ware 1380 1600 1 1 
MY Midlands Yellow ware 1550 1650 1 1 
NFREM North French - Picardy? 1150 1250 1 1 
NOTG Nottingham glazed ware 1250 1500 4 4 
MOTS Nottingham stoneware 1690 1900 8 4 
NSP Nottingham Splashed ware 1100: 1250i 11 11 
PEARL Pearlware 1770 1900 1 1 
PMLOC Post-medieval Local fabrics 1450 ' 1700 4 4 
POi 1 Potterhanworth-type Ware 1250 1500 20 20 
RGRE Reduced glazed red earthenware 1600 1850 1 1 
SLIP Unidentified slipware 1650 1750 1 1 
SNLS Saxo-Norman Lincoln Sandy Ware 970 1080 4 4 
ST Stamford Ware 970 1200 1 1 
STMO Staffordshire/Bristol mottled-glazed 1690 1800 22 21 
STSil" Staffordshire/Bristol slipware 1680 1800 13 13 
SWSG Staffordshire White Saltglazed 1700 1770 3 3 
TGW Tin-glazed ware 1640 1770 8 7 
T H b l 1 Thetford-type fabrics 1000 1150 2 2 
TORK Torksey ware 850 1100 3 3 
TOY Toynton Medieval Ware 1250 1450 5 4 
TOYII Toynton Late Medieval ware 1450 1550 2 2 
TPW Transfer printed ware 1770 1900 6 4 
WHITE Modern whiteware 1850 1900 2 2 

The post-Roman pottery is summarised by period in Table 2 where it can be seen 
that most of the pottery recovered dates to between the 13 and 17 centuries. 
Pottery of late Saxon and Saxo-Norman date was recovered mainly from residual 
contexts, although that from contexts 047, 050, 051, 055 and 061 probably 
represents contemporary deposition. The majority of the early medieval sherds can 
be dated to between the mid/late 12"̂  and early centuries. Vessels produced in 
Lincoln, Nottingham, Stamford and Northern France are present in the assemblage. 
The medieval pottery mostly dates to the 13*̂  century and includes mainly local 
types. Late medieval and early post-medieval pottery comes from a wider range of 
sources including the East Midlands and Number areas. The later post-medieval 
pottery includes imported vessels from China, France and the German Rhineland. 



Table 2: Pottery by ceramic period 
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ceramic^period /r; sherds vessels 
Late Saxon (late 9'" to mid 11'") 31 31 
Saxo-Norman (11'̂  to 12") 27; 27 
I Early medieval ( 1 t o early 13'̂ ) 34' 33 
Medieval (13"to15'^) 150! 143 
late medieval (late 14"' to rni'd 1 e"')" 30 26 
'Post-medieval (16^tof^) 127 ' T62 
Early modem (18'" to 19'") 14 12; 

Pottery was recovered from a number of stratified deposits; a suggested deposition date 
for each context is shown in Appendix 1. The largest assemblage came from context 022 
with a total of 91 sherds. The group is mainly of early to mid 18^ century date, although 
some residual le**" to century and medieval material is present. Context 020 produced 
a large mixed group of pottery (62 sherds) with the latest vessels dating to between the 
late 14'̂  and mid centuries. th 

Summary and Recommendations 

The post-Roman material recovered dates between the Late Saxon and the early 
modern periods with the majority of the pottery dating to the medieval to post-
medieval periods. The post-Roman pottery although typical of material found on 
sites elsewhere in the City should be retained for any future scientific analysis or the 
development of a Post-Medieval type series for the city. 



i k j U J i t t j U J l a J U L i t m l u i J L * J LbuI l * j b u jftJ l A i J L f 

Pottery Archive SWBOO 
Jane Young Lindsey Archaeological Services 

context cname sub fabric form type sherds vessels decoration part description date 

001 BL chamber 1 1 base sl ipped;white fabric 18 th 

001 BL hollow 1 1 BS 17 th to 18th 

001 BL large jar 1 1 base 17 th to 18th 

001 BL large jar 1 1 rim 17th to 18th 

001 BL large jar 1 1 BS 17th to 18lh 

001 BL small cup 1 1 base cistercian type;mortar 17th 

001 CHPO dish 1 1 over glaze paint rim ? ID or ENPO 

001 CIST cup , 1 1 BS 

001 LMLOC oxid;medium sandy jug 1 1 handle strap handle;thick amber glaze;? 
LSW3 

001 LSW3 j ug 1 1 rim late 14th to 15th 

001 LSW3 j ug 1 1 BS 

001 NOTS chamber ? 3 1 rim & BS 

001 STMO drinking vessel 2 2 BS 

001 S T M O hollow 2 1 BS 

001 S T M O hollow 1 1 rim 

001 S T M O hollow 1 1 base near stoneware 

001 S T M O hollow 2 2 BS 

001 STSL hollow 1 1 trailed BS 

12 April 2002 Page 1 of 17 



i U J U u U i 

context cname sub fabric form type sherds vessels decoration part description date 

001 STSL press mould dish 1 1 trailed base 

001 STSL press mould dish 1 1 trailed rim 

001 SWSG cup 1 1 BS 

001 SWSG cup 1 1 base 

001 SWSG hollow 1 1 handle 

001 T O W ? 1 1 blue/white base 

001 T G W bowl 1 1 blue/white rim 

001 T G W bowl ? 1 I blue/white BS 

001 T G W dish 1 1 blue/white rim 

002 B L bowl I 1 rim 

002 BL hollow 1 1 BS 

002 BL jar 1 1 BS 

002 C R E A bowl 1 1 rim 

002 C R E A dish 1 1 rim 

002 C R E A dish 1 1 BS 

002 PEARL saucer 1 1 transprint rim 

002 SLIP hollow 1 1 applied dots BS 

002 T P W 1 1 base 

002 W H I T E c u p ? 1 1 blue sponged rim 

013 BL side handled jar 7 1 various 19th to 20th 

013 C R E A shaped dish 1 1 base trademark 

013 N O T S ? 1 1 BS 

12 April 2002 Page 2 of 17 
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context cnamc sub fabric form type sherds vessels decoration part description 

013 TGW bowl/dish 1 1 blue dec rim very abraded 

013 TPW dish 3 1 BS 

013 TPW large dish 1 1 base 

013 TPW large vessel 1 1 base 

013 WHITE dish 1 1 rim 

020 LEMS 7 1 1 BS 

020 LPS 7 1 1 BS 

020 LKT jar 1 1 BS 

020 LKT jar 1 1 rim 

020 LLSW 7 1 1 base int glaze;part int & ext soot 

020 LLSW drinking jug 1 1 base 

020 LLSW large jug 1 1 handle grooved strap handle 

020 LSH jar 1 1 BS soot 

020 LSWl jug 1 1 BS cu specks 

020 LSWl jug 1 1 BS 

020 LSW2 jug 1 1 fe all over dot dec BS oxid 

020 LSW2 jug 1 1 LHJ foliate thumbing 

020 LSW2 jug 1 1 combed wavy dec BS 

020 LSW2 jug 1 1 neck cordon BS 

020 LSW2 jug 2 1 applied strip & 
cordon 

BS 

020 LSW2 jug 1 1 ? Fe dec BS 

LmJ LHi ijKi LILI Lili 

date 

12 April 2002 Page 3 of 17 
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context cname sub fabric form type sherds vessels decoration part description 

020 L S W 2 jug 1 1 fe painted strip BS 

020 L S W 2 jug 7 7 BS 

020 L S W 2 pedestal lamp 1 1 pedestal 

020 L S W 2 / 3 7 1 1 BS 

020 L S W 2 / 3 jar/pipkin 1 1 BS 

020 LSW2/3 jar/pipkin 1 1 rim 

020 L S W 2 / 3 jug 1 1 rim 

020 LSW2/3 jug 1 1 white slip BS 

020 L S W 2 / 3 jug 4 BS 

020 LSW2/3 jug 1 1 applied dec BS 

020 LSW2/3 pipkin 1 1 rim 

020 L S W 3 jar/pipkin BS soot;int glaze 

020 L S W 3 jug 1 1 thumbed basal edge BS 

020 L S W 3 jug 1 1 BS 

020 L S W 3 jug 1 1 handle thick grooved rod 

020 L S W 3 jug 1 1 complex applied dec BS 

020 L S W 3 jug 1 1 LHJ 

020 L S W 3 jug 1 1 BS 

020 L S W 3 jug 1 applied thumbed strip BS 

020 L S W 3 jug 1 1 applied notched strip BS 

020 L S W A 7 1 1 BS splashed;soot 

020 L S W A jug 1 1 BS splashed 

date 

12 April 2002 Page 4 of 17 
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context cnamc sub fabric form type sherds vessels decoration part description date 
020 LSWA jug 1 1 BS splashed 

020 MEDX light firingimedium 
sandy;hard 

7 1 1 BS 

020 NOTG light firing small jug 1 1 rim cu glaze;triangular rim 

020 NSP jug 2 2 BS 

020 NSP pedestal lamp 1 1 base 

020 POTT 7 1 1 BS 

020 POTT large jar 1 1 rim late rim 

020 R 1 1 BS 

020 TOY jug 1 1 applied thumbed strip BS 

020 TOY jug 1 1 BS white slip/skin;?? BOSTT;? 
Same vessel 035 etc 

LHUM bowl 1 1 BS 

022 BERTH hollow 1 1 BS 18th 

022 BERTH hollow I 1 BS 

022 BERTH hollow 2 2 BS 17th to 18th 

022 BERTH hollow ? Teapot 1 1 BS pierced 

022 BERTH Jar 1 1 rim 17th to 18th 

022 BERTH jar 2 1 BS 

022 BL 7 2 2 base late 17th to 18th 

022 BL 7 1 1 base slipped white fabric 18th 

022 BL 7 2 2 BS 18th 

022 BL 7 1 1 BS int dep 18th 

12 Apr i r2002 " Page 5 of 17 
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context cname sub fabric form type sherds vessels decoration part description date 
022 BL bowl 1 1 rim 17th to 18th 

022 B L cup 1 I BS 17 th to 18th 

022 BL hollow 1 1 BS slipped or ? S T M O 18th 

022 BL hollow 1 1 BS slipped white fabric 18th 

022 B L jar /chamber 2 1 rim & base 18th 

022 B L jar /chamber 4 1 rim & BS 18th 

022 B L large cylindrical 
jar 

3 3 base late 17th to 18th 

022 B L large jug 8 1 BS ? All same vess;3 pressings 
under LHJ 

late 17th to 18th 

022 BL tall cup 1 1 base GRE type 16th to mid 17th 

022 C H P O cup 1 1 blue dec rim 

022 E N P O c u p ? 1 1 handle ? Or Chinese 

022 F R E C jug 1 1 cut dec base panel jug ? 

022 FREC large narrow 
necked jug 

2 1 medall ion rim & BS late 

022 FREC small jug 1 1 BS 

022 G R E jar 1 1 rim 18th 

022 G R E jar/bowl 1 1 rim ? Bolingbroke 18th 

022 LFS jar 1 1 BS 

022 L H U M large jar 1 1 rim abraded 

022 L M L O C 9 1 1 BS pocked int & ext glaze 

022 L M L O C jar 1 1 rim ? Unglaze L L S W 

J U J U 

12 April 2002 Page 6 of 17 
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context cname sub fabric form type sherds vessels decoration part description date 

022 LMLOC jug/jar 1 1 BS white int & ext surfaces 

022 LMLOC small bottle ? 1 1 BS 

022 LSW2 jug 1 1 scale dec BS 

022 LSW2 jug I 1 appi vert strips BS 

022 LSWA ? 1 1 base splashed glaze 

022 LSWA jug 1 1 rim int rim 

022 MARTIII flask 1 I BS 

022 MY drink vessel ? 1 1 rim 

022 NOTS handled 3 1 
jar/chamber 

rim 

022 NOTS mug 1 1 base 

022 NSP jug 1 1 BS burnt 

022 NSP jug 1 1 BS 

022 RGRE j a r ? 1 1 BS 

022 STMO ? 1 1 base 

022 STMO cup 1 1 base semi vitnseen before 

022 STMO cup 2 1 rim 

022 STMO cup 1 1 BS 

022 STMO cup 1 1 handle 

022 STMO cup 1 1 base 

022 STMO cup ? 1 1 base soot 

022 STMO drink vessel 1 1 rim 
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context cnamc sub fabric form type sherds vessels decoration part description date 

022 S T M O hollow 1 3 BS 

022 S T M O jar 2 1 rim 

022 S T M O jar /chamber 1 1 base thick walled;int deposit 

022 S T M O tankard 1 1 base soot 

022 STSL c u p ? 1 1 sponged ? base 

022 STSL c u p ? 1 1 base 

022 STSL cup ? 1 1 trailed BS 

022 STSL c u p ? 1 1 jeweled dec rim 

022 STSL large press 
mould dish ? 
Oval 

1 1 2 colour trailed rim 

022 STSL press mould dish 1 1 trailed & feathered BS 

022 STSL press mould dish 1 1 trailed rim 

022 STSL press mould dish 1 1 2 colour marbled rim 

022 STSL press mould dish 1 1 2 colour trailed & 
combed 

rim 

022 STSL press mould dish 1 1 trailed & feathered base 

022 T G W flat 1 1 blue/white base 

022 T G W hollow 1 blue/white BS 

022 TOYII jug/ jar 1 1 BS 

023 H U M small j ug 1 1 rim 

023 LLSW jug 2 2 BS 

023 LLSW large jug 1 1 base soot 
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context cnamc sub fabric form type sherds vessels decoration part description date 
023 

023 

023 

023 

023 

023 

023 

023 

023 

025 

025 

026 

026 

026 

026 

027 

027 

027 

027 

027 

027 

LLSW 

LLSW 

LMLOC A 

LSW2 

LSW2/3 

MEDLOC A 

NSP 

POTT 

TOYII 

POTT 

POTT 

LSWl 

LSW2 

LSW2/3 

POTT 

HUM 

HUM 

HUM 

LLSW 

LMLOC 

LMLOC 

large jug 

large jug 

small jug 

jug 

jar/pipkin 

curfew ? 

jug 

jar 

small jug 

jug 

small jug/drink 
jug 

bowl 

j a r ? 

j a r ? 

j u g ? 

drink jug 

7 

j a r ? 

appl dot dec 

BS 

BS 

handle & BS 

BS 

BS 

BS 

BS 

pressed basal edge base 

BS 

BS 

BS 

BS 

BS 

BS 

BS 

BS 

base & BS 

rim 

BS 

BS 

burnt glaze 

very abraded 

very abraded;soot 

abraded 

soot;int dep 

int & ext glaze;? LHUM 

int & ext glaze;? LHUM 

TOYII ? 

int & ext glaze 
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context cname sub fabric form type sherds vessels decoration part description 
027 LSWl/2 jar 1 1 BS 

027 LSWl/2 j "g 2 2 BS 

027 LSWl /2 j"g 1 1 handle 

027 LSWl /2 j u g ? 1 1 base 

027 LSW2 j"g 3 BS 

QZl LSW2/3 jug 1 1 rim long cuff rim 

027 LSW2/3 pipkin 1 1 handle raised rib 

027 LSW3 jug BS 

027 LSW3 jug 1 1 rim long cuff rim 

027 LSW3 tall necked jug 1 1 neck 

028 LSW2 jug 1 1 BS 

028 LSW2/3 pipkin 1 1 handle raised rib 

029 LSW2/3 jug 1 1 BS 

030 LEMS 7 1 1 BS int soot 

030 LFS ? 1 1 base 

030 LKT jar 1 1 BS soot 

030 LSWl jug 1 1 base 

030 LSW2 jug 1 1 LHJ 

030 LSW2/3 jug BS 

030 LSW3 jug 1 1 handle rod 

030 LSW3 jug 1 1 appl dec BS 

030 LSWA 7 1 1 BS 

date 
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context cname sub fabric form type sherds vessels decoration part description date 

030 LSWA ? 1 1 base splashed glaze 

030 LSWA jar 1 1 rim 

030 LSWA j"g 1 1 BS splashed glaze 

030 LSWA jug 1 1 rim cu speck glaze 

030 NOTG light firing j"g 1 1 BS 

030 NOTG light firing jug 1 I BS 

030 NSP fine/sandy jug 1 1 combed horiz & 
wavy dec 

BS 

030 NSP sandy 7 1 1 base soot;? ID 

030 NSP sandy jug 1 1 BS 

030 POTT jar 1 1 rim 

031 DST jug 1 1 BS 

031 LEMS jar 1 1 BS soot int & ext;? ID 

032 LFS ? 1 1 base very thick; 15mm 

032 LSWl jug 1 1 BS 

032 LSW2 biconical jug ? 1 1 lower cordon;appl 
vert strips 

BS 

032 LSW2 jug/jar 1 1 BS 

032 LSW2 small jug 1 1 BS 

032 LSW2 small jug 1 1 BS white 

032 LSW2 small jug BS 

032 LSW2/3 jug 1 1 base 

032 LSW2/3 jug 1 1 multi cordons BS oxid;bright cu glaze 
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context cnamc sub fabric form type sherds vessels decoration part description date 

032 LSWA ? 1 1 base int glaze;abraded base;soot int 
&ex t 

032 LSWA ? 1 1 base 

032 MEDLOC oxid;med sandy;hard j u g ? 1 1 BS int dep 

032 MEDX whiteware;medium 
sandy;hard 

small jug 1 1 BS apple green glaze 

032 POTT ? 1 1 BS soot ext;soot patt int 

032 TOY ? BOSTT 2 1 appi fe vert strips BS 

034 EST A/D pitcher 1 1 BS burnt; ? ID 

034 LPS ? 1 1 BS 

034 LPS jar 1 1 BS 

034 LPS jar 1 1 BS soot 

034 LKT jar 1 1 BS soot 

034 LKT large vessel 1 1 appI thumbed strip BS 

034 LSWl jug 1 1 BS intum rim 

034 LSW3 large jug 1 1 appI strip dec BS 

034 LSWA pipkin 1 1 handle raised rib 

035 LSW2 jug 1 1 rim sharp cuff 

035 LSWA jug 1 1 base 

035 TOY ? BOSTT Jug 1 1 BS seen before 

036 LSW2 jug 1 1 appI ? BS 

036 LSW2 Jug 1 1 BS 

038 BERTH bowl 1 1 rim 16th 
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context cname sub fabric form type sherds vessels decoration part description date 

038 PMLOC j " g ? 1 1 multi horiz grooves BS pocked glaze;fabric K or 
Toynton type 

038 PMLOC oxid;med sandy;hard j "g 1 1 multi horiz grooves BS int very abraded;? 
LSW4;pocked amber glaze 

038 PMLOC reduced;med sandy;hard pedestal vess/lid 1 1 rim pocked glaze 

039 LLSW ? 1 1 BS flake 

039 MP jug 1 1 handle 

039 PMLOC j a r ? 1 1 base abraded;soot; int pocked glaze 

041 LSW2 jug I 1 BS 

041 LSWA jug 1 1 BS splashed glaze 

041 NOTG early small jug 1 1 rim 

041 POTT jar 1 1 BS soot 

042 DST small jug ? 1 1 BS cu glaze 

042 LSWl jug 1 1 vert thumb press 
strips 

BS 

042 LSWl jug 1 1 BS 

042 LSW2 jug 1 1 BS 

042 LSW2 jug 1 1 rim 

042 LSW2/3 jug 1 1 BS 

042 LSW2/3 jug 1 1 BS 

042 LSW2/3 jug 1 1 thumbed basal edge base 

042 LSWA jar/pipkin 2 1 rim splashed glaze 

042 LSWA small jar 2 2 BS soot 
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context cname sub fabric form type 

042 LSWA small jar 

042 MEDLOC A bowl 

042 MEDLOC A bowl/curfew 

042 POTT 7 

042 POTT 7 

042 POTT 7 

042 POTT 7 

042 POTT jar 

042 POTT jar 

042 R 

044 DST jug 

045 LSW2 j"g 

046 LPS jar 

046 LKT dish 

046 LKT jar 

046 LKT jar 

046 LKT jar 

046 LSH j a r ? 

046 R 

046 ST B/C jar/pitcher 

047 LPS small jar 

047 LKT jar 

; . J U J U j U J L J U j L U l A j l A i u u u u 

sherds vessels decoration part description 

appi combed strip 

SROUL 

BS 

BS 

BS 

base 

base 

BS 

BS 

BS 

BS 

BS 

BS 

rim 

BS 

BS 

BS 

BS 

varioi 

BS 

rim 

BS 

unglaze;soot int & ext 

square rim;soot 

heavy int & ext soot 

soot 

soot 

int dep;abr ext 

odd curvature 

cu glaze 

soot;? Wear marks on int 

upright rim 

soot;int dep 

soot 

glaze 

soot int & ext 

soot;large frag 

date 
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con t ex t c n a m e s u b f a b r i c f o r m t y p e s he r d s vessels d e c o r a t i o n p a r t d e s c r i p t i o n d a t e 

047 R 5 1 various 

047 THETT large vess 1 1 BS 

047 TORK bowl ? 1 1 base soot 

049 LFS jar 1 1 BS 

049 LFS jar 1 1 BS abraded 

049 NSP sandy jug 1 1 base 

049 TORK jar 1 1 BS soot int & ext 

050 SNLS jar 1 1 BS soot int & ext;? ID as moderate 

rounded limestone 

051 LKT jar 1 1 BS soot 

051 LKT jar 1 1 BS soot 

051 LKT jar 1 1 SROUL BS soot 

051 LKT jar 1 1 rim 

051 LKT jar 1 1 BS 

051 LSH small jar 1 1 DROUL neck soot 

052 EST A/D jarAjowl 1 1 BS 

052 LFS ? 1 1 base soot 

052 LFS ? 1 1 base soot int & ext 

052 NSP sandy jug 1 1 BS odd fabric;odd surface 

052 THKl'l' large jar/pilcher 1 1 BS 

053 LEMS jar 2 1 rim soot 

053 LFS bowl ? 1 1 base abraded 
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context cname sub fabric form type sherds vessels decoration part description date 

053 LFS bowl ? 1 1 base soot int & ext 

053 LFS large bowl 1 1 base soot 

053 LFS small jar 1 1 rim soot 

055 LFS 7 1 1 base soot int 

055 LFS bowl ? 1 1 BS soot;int dep 

055 LFS bowl ? 1 I BS 

055 LFS j a r ? I 1 base soot ext & part int 

055 LKT jar 1 1 rim E V E R A l rim 

055 LKT jar 1 1 base soot;fe int;? Int deposit 

055 R 3 3 BS 

055 SNLS 7 2 BS soot 

055 SNLS jar 1 1 BS soot;light fabric 

055 T O R K 7 1 1 BS 

057 LSWA 7 1 1 BS flake 

057 POTT jar 1 1 BS int dep 

058 M E D L O C light firing;med 

sandy;hard 

small jug 1 1 stabbed shoulder ? ID could be odd LSW but 

light firing;thick olive glaze 

058 POTT jar 1 1 BS 

059 LFS large bowl 1 1 rim soot 

059 R 1 1 BS 

061 LSH bowl ? 1 1 base fine fabric;? ID or coarse 

LFS;red int slip 

061 LSH jar/bowl ? 1 1 base flat base;soot;wom int 
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context cname sub fabric form type sherds vessels decoration part description date 
062 LFS ? 1 1 base 

062 LSW2 jug 1 1 BS 

062 POTT ? 1 1 BS 

065 LFS jar 1 1 BS 

065 LSW3 large jug 1 1 BS 

065 LSW3 large jug 1 1 BS large fresh sherd 

065 NFREM C ? jug I 1 appl vert fe strips BS fresh;brown strips 

067 LHUM large handled jar 1 1 BS large frag 

067 LSWl/2 jug 1 1 BS 

067 LSW2 biconical jug 1 1 BS 

067 LSW3 jug 1 1 BS 

067 POTT ? 1 1 BS 

067 POTT j a r ? 1 1 BS 
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Dating Archive SWBOO 
Appendix 1 
Jane Young Lindsey Archaeological Services 

1 context earliest horizon latest horizon date comments 

001 pmh8 p m h 9 mid 18th 

0 0 2 emh emh 19th 

0 1 3 emh emh 19th 

i 0 2 0 mhS m h 9 late 14th to mid 15th 

021 p m h 3 p m h 4 16th to early 17th 

0 2 2 pmh8 p m h 8 early to mid 18th 

0 2 3 mh9 m h 9 mid to late 15th lots of fresh breaks some v large frags 

0 2 5 m h 8 m h l O late 14th to 15th date on tile 

0 2 6 mh4 m h 7 13th to 14th 

027 mh9 p m h l mid 15th to early 16th 

— , 0 2 8 mh4 m h 6 13th to early/mid 14th 

0 2 9 mh6 m h 9 late 13th to 15th 

— 0 3 0 mh6 m h 6 late 13th to early 14th 

031 mh2 m h 4 mid 12th to early/mid 13th 

0 3 2 mh5 m h 6 mid to late 13th 

0 3 4 mh6 mh9 14th to 15 th very mixed 

0 3 5 mh6 m h 6 late 13th to early/mid 14th 

036 mh4 mh6 13th 

037 mh4 mh6 13th tile only 

0 3 8 p m h l pmh2 early to mid 16th 

039 mhlO p m h 2 late 15th to mid 16th 

041 mh4 p m h 2 13th to 16th tile dat ing 

0 4 2 mh5 m h 6 late 13th mos t sherds late 12th to early 13th 

— ^ 

0 4 4 mh3 m h 5 late 12th to mid 13th 

045 inh4 m h 6 13 th s ingle sherd 

046 m h l m h 4 mid 12th to early 13th residual late saxon 

2 047 ash 11 ash 13 late lOth to 11th 
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context earliest horizon latest horizon date comments 

0 4 9 mh3 mh4 late 12th to early 13th 

0 5 0 ash 11 ash 13 late 10th to mid 11th single sherd 

051 ash7 ash 11 late 9th to late 10th 

0 5 2 mh3 m h 4 late 12th to early 1 3 t h ? could be earlier in 12th 

0 5 3 m h l m h 3 early/mid to late 12th 

0 5 5 ash 12 a s h l 3 early to mid 11th 

0 5 7 mh4 m h l O 13th to 15th 

0 5 8 mh5 m h l O 13th to 15th 

0 5 9 ash 11 m h 3 late l l t h to late 12th s ingle pos t -Roman sherd 

0 6 1 ash9 ash 11 late 9th to late 10th 

0 6 2 mh4 m h 6 13th 

0 6 3 R O M R O M Roman single tile 

0 6 5 mh6 m h 9 14th to 15th 

0 6 7 p m h 3 p m h 7 mid 16th to 18th 

0 6 9 mh4 m h 6 13th to 14th tile only 

a 
3 
3 
a 
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Archive Report on the Ceramic Building Material from an 
Watching Brief at Straits Wine Bar, Lincoln (SWBOO) 

Jane Young 

Lindsey Archaeological Services 

Introduction 
A total of 191 fragments of ceramic building material ranging in date from the 
Roman to the medieval period were recovered from the site. The material was 
examined visually and then recorded using locally and nationally agreed 
codenames. 
Condition 

The material is in variable condition with little abrasion to most tiles. A small number 
of tile fragments are glazed. 

Overall Chronology and Source 

A range of ceramic building material was found on the site, the type and general 
date range for these types are shown in Table 1. With the exception of a single tile 
from context 041, all of the fragments found on the site are typical of those 
recovered from previous excavations within the city. 

Table 1: Ceramic Building material codenames and total quantities by fragment 
i count 

^ cname full name 1 frags weight f BOX Roman box tile 1 2 460 
GPNR jGlazed peg, nib or ridge 10' 472 

i GRID rGiazed ridge tile (unidentified ware) 4\ 43GN 
IMB imbrex 74 

"NIB nibbed tile — 12: 2752 
NIBDISC nibbed tile (discarded) 29 4161 
PNR Peg, nib or ridge tile lit" 2108' 

^PNRDISC 'Discarded peg, nib or ridge tile 114̂  12475 
5 RBRK Roman brick 1 490 

RTILDISC discarded Roman tile 3 418 
m TEG Tegula | 2; 306 

- ^ 
TEG D I SC Tegua (discarded) r 2® • 123 

Roman 

A total of ten identifiable Roman tiles were recovered from the site and these 
include tegula, imbrex and box tiles as well as building brick. The presence of 
box tiles suggests the presence of a substantial building in the area. 



Medieval 

Most of the medieval tile recovered from the site is undiagnostic flat roof tile. 
The fabric types suggest that these tiles were in use from the late 1 o r early 
1 c e n t u r y through to the late medieval period. The few diagnostic 
suspension nibs present are mainly of 14*̂  to 15'^ century date, although the 
earliest types may date to the 12'" century. A previously unrecorded nib type 
(7P) was recovered from context 041 associated with 13'̂  century pottery. A 
high proportion of glazed flat roofers was found on the site; these tiles are 
usually of 12"" to mid 13'" century date and are not a common find. 5 th 

5 
• 

3 

5 

2 

Summary and Recommendations 

The material recovered dates between the Roman and the early modern periods. 
The material is typical of types found on sites elsewhere in the City. Most of the tile 
has been discarded in accordance with guidelines set down by the City and County 
Museum, all of the remaining material should be retained. The new nib type (7P) 
should be added to the Lincoln City type series held at the City and County 
Museum. 
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Tile Archive SWBOO 

Jane Young Lindsey Archaeological Services 

c o n t e x t c n a m e s u b t y p e f a b r i c f r a g s w e i g h t d e c o r a t i o n d e s c r i p t i o n d a t e 

001 

001 

001 

001 

001 

001 

013 

NIBDISC 

NIBDISC 

NIBDISC 

PNR 

PNRDISC 

PNRDISC 

PNR 

2 

4c 

4c 

81 

77 

133 

0 

86 

108 

245 

paw/f inger prints 

comer;crude fabric;14-15th;broken in f ir ing as 
oxydised across break 

020 GPNR 1 42 sandy fabric 

020 GPNR 1 21 flat roofer 

020 GPNR 1 15 sandy fabric 

020 GRID 1 154 applied strip splashed glaze 

020 NIBDISC 2/3 1 64 semi vitrified 

020 PNRDISC 1 31 

020 PNRDISC L S W A 2 99 

020 PNRDISC L S W A 1 10 

021 NIB 4c 1 272 white surfaces 

021 NIB 4 d ? 1 179 corner 

021 NIBDISC 4 d ? 2 347 
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context cname sub type fabric frags weight decoration description date 

021 

021 

021 

021 

021 

021 

021 

NIBDISC 

NIBDISC 

NIBDISC 

PNR 

PNR 

PNR 

PNR 

4 d ? 

4 d ? 

tiny 4c 

021 PNRDISC 

021 PNRDISC 

021 PNRDISC 

021 PNRDISC 

021 PNRDISC 

022 NIB 1/2 

022 NIBDISC 1/2 

022 PNRDISC 

025 NIBDISC 4a 

025 NIBDISC 4a 

025 NIBDISC 4a 

025 NIBDISC 4c 

026 GPNR 

026 PNRDISC 

LSWA 

712 

364 

186 

76 

216 

405 

271 

3843 

748 

564 

66 

3395 

344 

141 

18 

463 

206 

206 

178 

147 

9 

comer;impression on upperside 

comer;inipression on upper surface 

comer;crude fabric showing roughly 
sanded/gritted surface 

example showing sanded surface used for 
manufacture 

flat roofers 

flat roofers;comers 

flat roofers;comers 

flat roofers 

comer 

corner 

thin roofer 

comer 

comer 

green brown giaze;sandy fabric 

13-14th 

13-14th 

13-14th 

13-14th 

12 April 2002 
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context cnamc sub type fabric frags weight decoration description date 

027 NIB 6 a ? 1 113 moulded square;comer 

027 P N R D I S C 3 171 fiat roofer 

028 GPNR 1 35 flat roofer;thick pocked iron glaze 

028 NIB 1/2 1 319 left comer;ful ly oxid 

028 NIB 1/2 1 445 left comer;ful ly oxid;hard fabric 

029 NIBDISC 3a 1 114 

029 P N R D I S C 1 130 

030 GRID 1 63 very thick GRID or f loor with thick glaze and 
very sandy fabric 

030 PNRDISC 1 214 comer 

030 P N R D I S C 3 97 

030 RTILDISC 1 22 

031 PNRDISC 1 72 semi vitr flat roofer 

034 NIBDISC 1/2 1 189 left comer 

034 PNRDISC 2 64 semi vitr 

035 GPNR 1 47 flat roofer 

035 NIBDISC 4a 1 112 soot on under surface 

036 GPNR 1 22 flat rofer;thick glaze 

037 PNR 1 337 thick;early fabric?;corner 

037 PNRDISC 2 603 thick;early fabr ic?;comer 

037 PNRDISC 5 313 same tile ? 

037 

1 A «>/> 

P N R D I S C 2 453 oxidised 

med 
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context cname sub type fabric frags weight decoration description date 

039 NIB 4c 1 135 thin tile;odd fabric comm white clay/shale 
inclusions 

039 P N R D I S C 1 86 

041 GRID 1 127 applied strip thick iron glaze 

041 NIB 7p 1 330 new type;small triangular project ion pulled 
down;hard reduced fabric with oxid surfaces & 
white skin;sanded sidde upper most 

042 GPNR 1 18 flat roofer;thick run of glaze 

042 NIB 1/2 1 162 comer 

044 GPNR 1 63 edge glazed both sides;heavily pocked glaze 

044 GRID 1 86 applied heavily pocked glaze 

044 NIB 1/2 1 217 comer 

044 NIB 2 1 127 comer 

044 PNR 7 2 157 semi vitrified 

044 PNR L S W A 1 231 c o m e r possibly cut to shape;thin tile 

046 BOX 1 118 combed marbled red & white clay 

046 PNRDISC 1 7 

046 TEGDISC 1 84 • 

047 RTILDISC 1 341 

047 TEGDISC 1 39 incomplete f lange 

050 RBRK 1 490 

052 I M B 1 74 mortar over both surfaces 

052 TEG 1 163 f lange;mortar 

12 April 2002 
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con t ex t c n a m e 

12 April "2002 

s u b t y p e f a b r i c f r a g s w e i g h t d e c o r a t i o n d e s c r i p t i o n d a t e 

055 PNRDISC 1 1 prob Roman Roman ? 

055 TEG 1 143 mortar over surfaces 

058 RTILDISC 1 55 

063 BOX 1 342 combed soot 

065 NIBDISC 3a 1 105 comer 

065 PNRDISC 1 70 comer 

065 PNRDISC 7 1 274 

067 NIB 5 ? 1 109 right comer 

067 NIBDISC 3a 1 232 comer 

067 PNR 1 170 paw/finger print 

067 PNRDISC 3 242 

067 PNRDISC 2 280 

069 GPNR 1 62 flat roofer 

069 NIBDISC 3a 2 123 

069 NIBDISC 3a 1 128 

069 PNRDISC 3 202 mortar 

069 PNRDISC 1 42 

069 PNRDISC 1 177 comer 
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SWBOO Bone Report 
Richard Moore 

A total of 4.15kg of animal bone was collected from 29 contexts. The limestone-rich soils on 
the site favour preservation of bone, and the material was generally in good condition. 

A high proportion of the retrieved assemblage was in the form of complete bones, or large 
identifiable fragments. This is partly accounted for by the quality of preservation, but 
collection bias was also a factor. A large amount of bone was present, especially in the later 
medieval and post-medieval deposits, and collection was carried out rapidly as building work 
was progressing. Under these circumstances small fragments will tend to be ignored. The 
rapidity of excavation and collection also meant that in some cases there is some degree of 
doubt as to the precise provenance of finds. 

The common domestic species of animal were all represented. Taking the assemblage as a 
whole, sheep were the most common species, followed by cattle, horse and pig. Cat, dog, 
goose and chicken were also present, together with other birds including duck and probably 
pigeon. There was a single fish vertebra, notable for its size. The number of positively 
identified bones for each species is given in the table below. 

Species All contexts Percentage Medieval 
contexts 

Percentage 

Sheep 64 50.8 26 41.3 
Cattle 32 25.4 21 33.3 
Chicken 8 6.3 6 9.5 
Pig 6 4.8 5 7.9 
Goose 6 4.8 3 4.8 
Horse 4 3.1 0 0 
Cat 3 2.4 2 3.2 
Rabbit 2 1.6 0 0 
Dog 1 0.8 0 0 
Total 126 63 

3 

a 

Taking the assemblage as a whole, sheep account for just over 50% of the bones. When 
contexts which are clearly post-medieval in date are excluded, sheep are still the most 
common species, although the proportion is not quite so high. While it would be rash to draw 
any clear conclusions from such a small and hastily collected assemblage, this species 
distribution is perhaps indicative of the importance of lamb and mutton in the medieval 
domestic economy of Lincoln. 

It is notable that of the 64 identified sheep bones, 24 were metapodials. Even allowing for the 
fact that there are four metapodials to each sheep, this is a high proportion. To some extent, it 
could be the result of collection bias and taphonomic factors; metapodials are easily 
recognised and tend to survive comparatively well. However, it could suggest that the 
assemblage represents more than casual disposal of food waste. Given the site's situation, 
fronting onto a main medieval thoroughfare, it is likely that there were butchers' shops close 
by. The lower parts of limbs have no usable meat and would have be disposed of, or put to 
other use. Sheep metapodials were frequently used as pegs for roofing tiles, although the high 
proportion of complete bones argues against this occurring in this case. 
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There was a fairly high proportion of bird bones, especially goose and chicken. This probably 
reflects the good preservation conditions in the soil which allowed more delicate bones to 
survive. 

Within the assemblage as a whole, there was a considerable variation in size of sheep and 
cattle bones, particularly reflecting the changes brought about by selective breeding in the 
later post-medieval period. The sheep bones also showed differences in size and robustness 
within contexts suggesting that they came from a variety of breeding stocks. With as small an 
assemblage as this, metrical analysis would not yield statistically significant results, but 
would be worthwhile in combination with material from other nearby sites of similar period. 

Bone list 

Zi 

5 

Context Animal Bone Side Completeness and condition 
001 Sheep Metatarsal L Complete 
001 Sheep Metatarsal L Distal end missing. 
001 Sheep Metatarsal Shaft fragment with butchery marks. 
001 Sheep Metacarpal L Complete 
001 Sheep Metacarpal L Proximal end damaged 
001 Sheep Metacarpal R Distal end missing. 
001 Sheep Metacarpal L Distal end missing. 
001 Sheep Metacarpal L Damage to proximal end 
001 Sheep Metacarpal L Distal end missing. 
001 Sheep Humerus R Distal end. 
001 Sheep Humerus R Proximal end, different bone to above. 
001 Sheep Radius R Complete. 
001 Sheep Tibia R Distal end and part of shaft, recently fused epiphysis. 
001 ?Sheep ?Tibia Fragment of shaft, sawn. 
001 Sheep Femur R Distal end, unfused epiphysis missing. 
001 Sheep Maxilla L With pm2, pm3, pm4, m l , m2, m3. 
001 Sheep Mandible R With pm4, m l , m2, m3, anterior missing. 
001 Sheep Mandible L Diastemma region with pm2, pm3, pm4. 
001 Sheep Mandible L Diastemma region, no teeth. 
001 Pig Metacarpal L Mc III, unfijsed distal epiphysis missing. 
001 Horse Tooth R Lower m3. 
001 Rabbit Femur R Complete. 
001 Rabbit Radius L Complete. 
001 Goose Carp-met. R Complete. 
001 Goose Carp-met R Complete 
001 ?Chicken Humerus L Distal end damaged. 
001 Chicken Ulna R Damage to both ends. 
001 Bird Humerus Shaft, chicken sized or larger. 
001 Cow-sized Rib Fragment with butcherj ' marks. 

Weight (001): 588g 
013 Sheep Scapula L End of blade missing. 
013 Cattle Calcaneum L Complete. 

Weight (013): 72g 
020 Pig Mandible R From pm2 (split), pm3, pm4, m2, m3 (ml missing). 
020 Cattle Mandible L Anterior part with erupting incisors. 
020 Sheep Radius L Proximal end missing. 
020 Sheep Radius R Proximal end. 
020 Sheep Innominate R Iliac part of acetabulum. 
020 Sheep Tibia R Distal end . 
020 Chicken Femur R Complete, relatively small. 
020 Chicken Humerus L Complete, relatively small. 
020 Chicken Ulna L Proximal end missing. 
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Context Animal Bone Side Completeness and condition 

020 Goose Carpo-met. L Proximal end. 
020 Goose Tibio-tarsus R Proximal end. 
020 Bird Radius R Distal end missing, chicken sized. 

Weight (020); 148g 
022 Horse Metacarpal R Complete. 
022 Horse Metacarpal R Complete, larger than above. 
022 Horse Metatarsal L Complete. 
022 Cattle Metacarpal R Complete. 

Weight (022): 770g 
023 Cattle Mandible L Fragment with m 1, m2, m3, very worn. 
023 Cattle Scapula Blade fragment. 

023 Cattle Phalanx Proximal, large, complete. 

023 Cattle Phalanx Distal (hoof) complete. 

023 Cow-sized Rib Blade fragment with butchery marks. 

023 Sheep Mandible R Coronoid missing, pm3, pm4, m l , m2, m3. 
023 Sheep Tooth R Upper molar. 
023 Sheep Metacarpal R Complete. 
023 Sheep Metacarpal L Distal end with part of shaft. 
023 Sheep Metatarsal R Distal end missing. 
023 Sheep Humerus R Damaged distal end and part of shaft. 
023 Sheep Phalanx Proximal, complete. 

023 Sheep-sized Skull 2 fragments of orbit region. 

023 Bird Radius R Chicken sized. 
023 Bird Femur R Shaft, chicken-sized or smaller. 
023 Fish Vertebra Large. 

Weight (023): 334g 
025 Sheep Metatarsal R Proximal end and part of shaft. 
025 Sheep Metacarpal L Distal end missing. 
025 ?Goose Humerus R Distal end, small - possibly from wild species. 

Weight (025): 26g 
027 Sheep Teeth R Upper m2, m3. 
027 Sheep Mandible R Missing anterior to m3. 
027 Sheep Mandible L Missing anterior to m3, probably matching above. 
027 Sheep Metacarpal L Distal end missing. 
027 Sheep Metacarpal R Distal end and part of shaft missing. 
027 Cattle Scapula R Fragment of glenoid. 
027 Dog Femur R Complete. 
027 Goose Humerus L Proximal end. 
027 ?Pigeon Tibio-tarsus L Proximal end and part of distal end missing. 

Weight (027): 162g 
030 Cattle Phalanges Middle and distal (hoof), complete, ?articulating. 

030 Cattle Metapodial Unfused condylar epiphysis. 

030 ?Cattle Carpal Complete. 

030 Sheep Tooth R Lower m3 
030 Sheep Phalanx Proximal, complete. 

030 Pig Humerus R Distal end of shaft, unfused epiphyses missing. 
030 Goose Coracoid R Sternal articular region partly missing. 

Weight (030): 72g 
031 Sheep Metacarpal Distal end of shaft with unftised epiphyses missing. 

Weight (031): lOg 
032 1 Cattle 1 Innominate L Pubic region of acetabulum. 

Weight (032): 28g 
034 Cattle Humerus R Distal end. 
034 Sheep Humerus L Distal end. 
034 Sheep Metacarpal Distal end of shaft with unfused epiphyses missing. 

034 Cow-sized Vertebra Lumbar fragment with lateral process. 



Context Animal Bone Side Completeness and condition 

034 Chicken Tibio-tarsus L Complete, small. 

034 Cat Humerus L Complete. 

034 Cat Radius R Complete. 

Weight (034): 236g 

038 Sheep Radius R 1 Complete. 

Weight (038): 44g 

039 Sheep Tibia R Distal end and part of shaft. 

039 Sheep Calcaneum L Complete. 

039 Cat Skeleton Post-cranial skeleton substantially complete. 

039 ?Pigeon Tibio-tarsus L May be from slightly smaller species. 

Weight (039): 126g 

041 Sheep Tooth Lower ?ml . 

Weight (041): 6g 

042 Cattle Metacarpal L Proximal end. 

042 Cattle Phalanx Proximal, complete. 

042 Sheep Metacarpal ?L Distal end 

042 Sheep Mandible L Angle region. 

042 Sheep-sized Vertebra Lumbar fragment, possibly chopped or split laterally, recently fused. 

042 Chicken Femur R Distal end missing. 

Weight (042): 104g 

045 Cow-sized Carpo-met. R Complete. 

Weight (045): 62g 

046 Horse Radius R Distal end. 

046 ?Horse Tibia L Proximal end with unfused epiphysis. 

046 Cattle Scapula L Glenoid and part of blade. 

046 Pig Scapula L Blade fragment. 

046 Sheep Mandible R With pm4, m l , m2, m3 erupting. 

046 Sheep Metacarpal R Proximal end and part of shaft. 

046 Sheep Metatarsal R Proximal end and part of shaft. 

046 Cow-sized Vertebra Fragment of cervical, split lengthways. 

046 Chicken Femur R Distal end missing. 

Weight (046): 334g 

047 Sheep Metacarpal R Complete. 

047 Cattle Radius Shaft fragment. 

047 Pig Tooth R Tusk, lower male canine. 

Weight (047): 72g 

049 Sheep 1 Metatarsal R Complete. 

Weight (049): 22g 

050 Sheep 1 Tibia R Distal end and shaft. 

Weight (050): 32g 

051 Cattle Maxilla R Small fragment with m l , m3. 

051 Cattle Humerus L Fragment of condyle. 

051 Cattle Astragalus L Complete. 

Weight (051): 178g 

052 Cow-sized Rib Fragment. 

Weight (052): 6g 

053 Sheep 1 Astragalus L Complete. 

Weight (053): 8g 

054 Cattle Metacarpal ?R Split half of distal end. 

054 Cattle Tooth Lower molar. 

054 Sheep Scapula L Glenoid and part of blade. 

054 Pig Scapula R Glenoid and part of blade. 

Weight (054): 90g 

055 Cattle Maxilla R Tiny fragment with m l , m2, partially burnt. 

055 Cattle Metatarsal R Split longitudinally, lateral side of proximal end. 

055 Cattle Phalanx Middle, complete. 

055 Cow-sized Vertebra Centrum, ?chopped, partially burnt 
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055 Cattle Radius R Fragment of proximal end. 
055 Cattle Rib 3 fragments, one with possible butchery marks. 

055 Sheep Scapula L Glenoid and part of blade. 
055 Sheep Femur ?L Distal end with unfused epiphysis missing. 
055 Sheep-sized Rib 2 fragments. 

Weight (055): 280g 
059 Cattle Tooth Lower molar. 

059 Sheep Radius L Distal end missing. 
Weight (059): 44g 

061 Cattle Tibia L Distal end, gnaw marks. 
061 Sheep Teeth R Lower m2, m3. 

Weight (061): 102g 
065 1 Sheep Mandible L | Diastemma region, no teeth present. 

Weight (065): 12g 
067 Cattle Calcaneum L Complete. 
067 Cattle Metacarpal Distal end with single condyle. 

067 Cow-sized Humerus Part of distal articulation. 

067 Sheep Mandible L Central fragment with pm3, pm4, m l , m2. 
067 Sheep Humerus R Distal end and shaft. 
067 Sheep Metacarpal R Complete. 
067 Cattle Metatarsal Proximal end, with butchery cuts. 

067 Cattle Innominate L Iliac and ischial part of acetabulum. 
067 Chicken Tibio-tarsus L Proximal end missing, may be from similar sized game bird. 
067 Duck Carpo-met. L Distal end and shaft of major metacarpal, ?mallard sized bird. 
067 ?Chicken Humerus L Complete, but ends not completely mineralised. 
067 ?Chicken Coracoid L Condition similar to the bone above. 

Weight (067): 318g 
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LINCOLN, STRAITS WINE BAR (SWBOO) 
IVORY DOUBLE-SIDED SIMPLE COMB 

Publication Text 

Ian Riddler 
May 2002 

Catalogue 

A complete double-sided simple comb, made of elephant ivory, with seven teeth per centimetre on one 
side and ten per centimetre on the other. The end parts of the comb are lightly-concave, and the comb 
is rectangular in shape. There are no traces of wear on the teeth and the comb may not have been used. 
Length: 20mm 
Width: 30mm 
Thickness: 4mm 

Discussion 

Double-sided simple combs were commonly used during the Roman period, where the 
majority of examples were, however, made of wood and not of bone, antler or ivory 
(MacGregor 1985a, 78). Within English contexts they reappear during the course of the 
eleventh and twelfth centuries, as a reflection of a general northern European change in comb 
design (MacGregor 1985a, 78-81; 1985b, 39). The early medieval examples are made of 
wood as well, but examples of bone and ivory are also prominent (particularly on the 
Continent), although comparatively little attention has been paid to them in this country, 
where they represent a rare commodity. Indeed, this comb is an important addition to a type 
that hitherto has largely escaped comment in England, with the notable exception of the work 
of Arthur MacGregor (1985a, 81; 1985b). 

Comparable examples are known from Canterbury, London, Norwich, Tackley, Thetford, 
Wallingford, Westminster and possibly Dublin (Blockley et al 1995, 1166 and fig 514.1177; 
Pritchard 1991, 200 and fig 3.82; Ayers 1988, 100 and fig 79.3; Margeson 1993, 66 and fig 
33.415; MacGregor 1985b; Dallas 1993, 159 and fig 159.1; Mills 1995, 90 and fig 22.11; 
Dunlevy 1988, 371). With the exception of the Canterbury and London examples, they are 
small combs with teeth which are finer on one side than the other. Most are undecorated. 
They vary in the choice of raw material and examples are known of bone, as well as walrus 
and elephant ivory. Continental examples were made of antler, as well as bone and ivory 
(Ulbricht 1984, 43-5). 

The earliest comb of this series is the example from London, which was retrieved from a 
context thought to be of tenth century date (Pritchard 1991, 200 and 264 n° 223). Although 
fragmentary, it was clearly a large comb of walrus ivory, possibly comparable for its size with 
the Canterbury comb, described below. The Wallingford comb is made of ivory and was 
found in the vicinity of the walrus ivory seal of Godwin and Godgythe, an object dated to the 
first half of the eleventh century, perhaps around AD 1040 (Heslop 1980, 5-6; MacGregor 
1985b, 40; Webster 1984, 113-4)'. One of the Norwich combs was recovered from a context 
of eleventh or twelfth century date. It is made from bone or antler and includes single ring-
and-dot decoration, as well as an incised central bar (Ayers 1988, fig 79.3). A second comb, 

' ' MacGregor (1985b, 40) refers to the Wallingford comb as made of bone. Beckwith (1972, 126, n° 
41 and Webster (1984, 114) both note, however, that it is made of walrus ivory. 



which is made of ivory and comes from Botolph Street, represents a later variant of the type, 
of thirteenth to fourteenth century date (Margeson 1993, fig 33.415). A similar dating may be 
applicable also, on stylistic grounds, to a double-sided simple comb of elephant ivory from 
Thetford (Dallas 1993, fig 159.1). Although described as 'Roman or early Saxon', it came 
from a medieval context (Dallas 1993, 159). The Westminster comb is also made of walrus 
ivory and came from a medieval context, amidst ceramics of eleventh to thirteenth century 
date (Mills 1995, 90). Dunlevy refers to two nineteenth century discoveries of double-sided 
simple combs from Dublin (Dunlevy 1988, 370-1, 407 and fig 10.2). One of these is of post-
medieval date but the other could be medieval. 

A double-sided simple comb from Canterbury was found in a late medieval context, but it is 
made from walrus ivory and it should, therefore, belong to the eleventh or twelfth century 
(Blockley et al 1995, 1166 and fig 514.1177). It may be contemporary with the London comb 
and it is an enormous object, cut with indented, concave ends, a style seen also on the 
Continent at this time and reflected also in the Lincoln comb. Both the Tackley and Lincoln 
combs are also made of ivory, but of elephant rather than walrus. The Tackley comb has been 
dated to the eleventh century but it came from a context of the early twelfth centuiy and it 
may have been produced shortly before its deposition. Elephant ivory was not widely 
available in England at that time and was not used to any extent before the thirteenth century. 
The Lincoln comb was recovered from a context of the mid to late thirteenth century and the 
choice of raw material concurs well with that dating. 

Virtually all of the combs described above are made of ivory. From the ninth to the twelfth 
century, most of the ivory available in England stemmed from walrus (MacGregor 1985a, 40-
1; Backhouse, Turner and Webster 1984, 19; Gaborit-Chopin 1978, 204-5; Roesdahl 1998, 
18; Riddler forthcoming A). The availability of walrus ivory from Scandinavia at this time 
may have been an adjunct, in effect, to the burgeoning trade in stockfish, with which it was 
connected (Perdikaris 1999). A transition towards elephant ivory occurs in the thirteenth 
century, conceivably as a process related to a realignment of trading routes (MacGregor 
1985a, 39; Williamson 1982, 17-8). 

On the Continent, double-sided simple combs are relatively common from the eleventh 
century onwards (Hilczerowna 1961, 115-9; Ulbricht 1984, 43-5). They include examples of 
walrus and elephant ivory (Blomqvist 1942, 152 and fig 49-51; Byrska 1953, 429-30 and rye 
8-9; Ulbricht 1984, 45; Wiberg 1987, 418 and fig 4g). The relative paucity of combs of this 
specific type from England - in contrast to the Continental situation - has been noted on 
several occasions (MacGregor 1985a, 81; Egan and Pritchard 1991, 366-7). Equally, 
however, other medieval Continental comb types are also rare in English contexts, including 
langzinkenkamme (Ulbricht 1984, 34, 41-2 and tafn 19, 20, 58 and 59), for which only a 
handful of examples have yet been found, stemming from Norwich and London. 

Small, simple double-sided ivory combs like the Lincoln example are plain and 
unprepossessing, although they were produced from a relatively expensive raw material. 
They are contemporary with the so-called 'liturgical' combs, which include much more 
elaborate decoration. Some of the latter combs lie within an overt ecclesiastical milieu, but 
others do not, and not all of them had a restricted liturgical use (Williamson 1994, 190; 
MacGregor 1985a, 78-81; 1995, 422 and fig 160.14.1). The Lincoln comb sits therefore 
within a framework of medieval comb design, which ranges from elaborately decorated 
examples of ivory to simple, plain variants of both ivory and bone. The small size of the 
comb suggests that it may not have been used to comb hair, but could have been used on 
beards. Some of the early Anglo-Saxon single-sided simple combs were undoubtedly used 
for that purpose (Riddler forthcoming B). 



2 

3 
5 

Bibliography 

Ayers,B. S., 1988 
Excavations at St. Martin-at-Palace Plain, Norwich, 1981, 
East Anglian Archaeology 37, 
Gressenhall 

Backhouse, J., Turner, D. H. and Webster, L., 1984 
The Golden Age of Anglo-Saxon Art 966 - 1066, 
London 

Beckwith, J., 1972 
Ivory Carvings in Early Medieval England, 
London 

Blockley, K., Blockley, M., Blockley, P., Frere, S. S. and. Stow, S., 1995 
Excavations in the Marlowe Car Park and Surrounding Areas, 
The Archaeology of Canterbury 5, 
Whitstable 

Blomqvist, R., 1942 
Kammar fran Lunds medeltid, 
Kulturen, 133-62 

Byrska, E., 1953 
Grzebienie z Gdalska, 
PrzegV'd Archeologiczny 9, 426-34 

Dallas, C., 1993 
Excavations in Thetford by B. K. Davison between 1964 and 1970, 
East Anglian Archaeology 62, 
Gressenhall 

Dunlevy, M., 1988 
A Classification of Early Irish Combs, 
Proceedings of the Royallrish Academy 88C, 341-422 

Egan, G. and Pritchard, F., 1991 
Dress Accessories 
Medieval Finds from Excavations in London 3, 
London 

Gaborit-Chopin, D., 1978 
Ivoires du Moyen Age, 
Paris 

Heslop,T. A., 1980 . 
English Seals from the Mid Ninth Century to 1100, 
Journal of the British Archaeological Association 133, 1-16 

Hilczerowna, Z., 1961 
Rogownictwo Gdalskie w X-XIV wieku, 
Gdalsk Wcze;nosredniowieczny 4, 1-114 



a 

3 
3 

£ 
E) 

3 
3 

3 

MacGregor, A., 1985a 
Bone, Antler, Ivory and Horn. The Technology of Skeletal Materials since the Roman Period, 
London 

MacGregor, A., 1985b 
Note on the Ivory Comb, 
in J. Blair and B. McKay, 
Investigations at Tackley Church, Oxfordshire, 1981-4: the Anglo-Saxon and Romanesque 
Phases, 

Oxoniensia 50, 38-40 

MacGregor, A., 1995 
Roman and Early Medieval Bone and Antler Objects, 
in D. Phillips and B. Heywood, 
Excavations at York Minster. Volume I. From Roman Fortress to Norman Cathedral, 
London, 414-27 
Margeson, S., 1993 
Norwich Households. Medieval and Post-Medieval Finds from Norwich Survey Excavations 
1971-78, 
East Anglian Archaeology 58, 
Gressenhall 

Mills, P., 1995 
Excavations at the Dorter Undercroft, Westminster Abbey, 
Transactions of the London and Middlesex Archaeological Society 46, 69-124 

Perdikaris, S., 1999 
From chiefly provisioning to commercial fishery: long-term economic change in Arctic 
Norway, 
World Archaeology 30, 388-402 

Pritchard, F., 1991 
Small Finds, 
in A. Vince, editor. 
Aspects of Saxo-Norman London: 2. Finds and Environmental Evidence, 
London and Middlesex Archaeological Society Special Paper 12, 
London, 120-278 

Riddler, L D., forthcoming A 
The Technology of the Working of Bone, Antler, Ivory and Horn, 
in J. Bayley, editor, 
Archaeotechnology, 
London 

Riddler, I. D., forthcoming B 
Anglo-Saxon Comb Design, 
London 

Roesdahl, E., 1998 
L'ivoire de morse et les colonies norroises du Groenland, 
Proxima Thule 3, 9-48 



3 

U 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

D 

3 

Ulbricht, L, 1984 
Verarbeitung von Knochen, Geweih und Horn im mittelalterlichen Schleswig, 

Ausgrabungen in Schleswig. Berichte und Studien 3, 
Neumiinster 

Webster, L., 1984 
Ivories, 
in J. Backhouse, D. H. Turner and L. Webster, 
The Golden Age of Anglo-Saxon Art 966 - 1066, 
London, 113-29 

Wiberg, T., 1987 
Kammer, 
in E. Schia, editor, 
De arkeologiske utgravninger IGamlebyen, Oslo. Bind3 "Sondre Felt". Stratigrafi, 
Bebyggelsesrester og Daterende Funngrupper, 
Oslo, 413-22 

Williamson, P., 1982 
Medieval Ivory Carvings 
London 

Williamson, P., 1994 
Ivory Carvings in English Treasuries before the Reformation, 
in D. Buckton and T. A. Heslop, editors. 
Studies in Medieval Art and Architecture presented to Peter Lasko, 
London, 187-202 

2 

3 

3 

3 

3 



3 

3 

3 

3 

APPENDIX H 

Architectural Fragments 

I n 
• ^ 

I n 
m 

I ^ 

I ^ 

I ^ 

I ^ 

I ^ 

I ^ 

I y 



Appendix H: The architectural fragments 
By Geraint Franklin 

Summary 
The scale, detailing and general character of the recorded architectural fragments 
suggests an origin in a large, moderately high-status, ashlar-faced building or 
buildings of the early medieval period. Such building may have reused earlier 
masonry. 

Introduction 
A total of fifteen cut and worked stones were recorded using pro-forma recording 
sheets based on Morris and Stocker (1986). A photographic record also forms part of 
the archive. The ex-situ fragments were retrieved in May 2002 from a large quantity 
of loose limestone rubble deposited in the rear yard of Straits Wine Bar during 
development works. The deposit of stone observed on site was recovered from 
collapsed wall Oil, and comprised approximately 60% small rubble less than 150mm 
in length, 25% large fragments ranging from 150-300mm, and 15% worked stone. 
The finds detailed here represent the most significant elements of the latter category. 
Here, the term worked stone is defined by the presence of one or more tooled faces. 

Overview of the assemblage 
Although no petrological analysis has been undertaken, the stones are cut from 
Jurassic limestone of Lincolnshire character (Pevsner and Harris 1989). The limestone 
observed on site was fairly homogenous in colour and composition, and may therefore 
have been sourced from the same stock or quarry. All but one of the recorded stones 
are tooled on two or more faces, with three jamb sections (098, 100, ?110), and five 
probable quoin fragments (101, 103, 105, 108, 109). Pieces 099, 102, 104, ?106 and 
107 are facing stones of differing sizes from a coursed ashlar wall or walls. Pieces 111 
and 113 represent nook shaft capitals with incised decoration. Non-dressed surfaces 
are roughly tooled with a hammer, pick, or point: these represent built-in faces 
capping a limestone rubble core. Tool marks were fairly fresh and well-defined on 
some pieces, suggesting little in-situ use-wear on exposed surfaces, and perhaps that 
the building or buildings from which they originated had a comparatively short use-
life. The tool marks consist largely of diagonal striated tooling (generally pre-1200), 
although isolated examples of claw tooling (generally post 1200) and deeply incised, 
criss-cross chisel marks were noted. The stones exhibit marks that are broadly 
characteristic of the medieval period, although tooling marks have a limited value in 
close-dating (Peacock 1998). Numbers 098-110 are not particularly datable through 
stylistic analysis, due to the lack of diagnostic mouldings, architectural sculpture or 
other decorative workings. Dating is also made problematic by the fragmentary nature 
of the pieces and the lack of associated architectural material surviving in-situ in 
standing buildings on the site. 

Detailed description 
A probable architectural context can be established for fragments 098 and 100, which 
represent two jamb sections with a chamfer-moulded reveal. The size of 098 
indicates a large, perhaps exterior doorway. A precisely-cut interior rebate probably 
received a large timber door. 100 is of a similar size and character to 098, and shares 
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a similar chamfer profile; on this basis it can be assigned to the same construction 

r i phase, if not the same architectural feature, with reasonable confidence. Stone 110 
may also represent a jamb fragment. An obtuse angle between two worked faces 
suggests the splayed reveal of a large window. An alternative explanation is that of a 

^ quoin for an obtuse comer angle. Such 'skew ashlars' (Salzman 1997, 104) were 
sometimes required for building on irregularly-angled plots (eg. 46-47 Steep Hill, 
Lincoln, also known as the Norman House). 

Of the five probable quoin stones, three (101, 103, and 108) have a 45°junction 
^ between finely tooled vertical faces with upper and lower faces roughly dressed to 

receive mortar. These are fragments of what may have been much larger quoins. The 
_ comer of 105 has been rounded off, leaving a sub-circular edge in plan. 109 is a 
^J complete quoin, having five tooled faces and a bevelled edge. A deeply-scored but 

eroded circular groove of U-section is visible on the edge of the upper face (Figure 
J* 8(aJ). Its centre-point is marked by a compass hole which also describes the quoin's 

curved moulding; it therefore represents a setting-out mark made with the use of this 
tool. The upper surface of the stone has traces of black residue (?pitch) over which 

3 lime-based mortar has been applied. The vertical surfaces of quoins 108 and 109 
exhibit fire-reddening; this is particularly pronounced on the comers. Other fire-
reddened stones, including mbble, were observed on site. The absence of any 
discolouration on the upper and lower (engaged) faces of 108 and 109 suggests that 
the stone became heat-affected in-situ. This indicates that external stonework came in 

^ contact with a substantial fire, and this event, whether planned or accidental, may be 
associated with the building's demise. 

£1 Ashlar block 102 is of slightly different character to the stones recorded and otherwise 
observed on site: it is a larger block with all six faces roughly tooled. A greater 

q degree of surface wear was observed on all faces, edges and corners. The uniform 
distribution of this weathering across its faces indicates that the loose stone was 
exposed to the weather for a prolonged period of time. This implies a different origin 

3 to the other fragments: it is possible that the block is reused, perhaps robbed from a 
ruined Roman stmcture after a period of exposure to the elements. Stone 106 also has 
six tooled faces but its dimensions of 11 Ox 100x40mm suggest it was either a floor 
tile, cobblestone or 'special' ie. infill for a small gap in walling. 

3 

a 

a 
^ Perhaps the most significant worked stones are 111 and 113, pieces of architectural 

sculpture. They are both nook-shaft capitals, set into adjoining vertical faces in a door 
jamb. A further understanding of capital 111 is hindered by a considerable degree of 
damage, largely confined to exposed faces, and therefore perhaps associated with the 
damage or demolition of the stmcture into which it was set. Despite this, traces of 

^ decoration, carved in low relief, are visible on its curved outer surface (see Figure 
8(b)). This consists of a series of three leaf or horseshoe-shaped elements enclosed by 
a moulded band 13-14mm wide and projecting 12mm from the capital's concave, 

V 'flared' profile. These bands may have converged in an interlinking design, or 
terminated in similar, but smaller (?crocket-like) forms beneath (mostly broken away, 
although possible traces remain). Damage to the base of the capital does not permit a 

^ reconstruction of the astragal, moreover it is likely that other diagnostic elements of 
its design have not survived. The abacus is integral, but it is impossible to determine 

5 its moulding. A setting out mark and compass point can be made out on the upper 
face (Figure 8(b)). 



The fairly simple character of the relief carving suggests provincial work of the 12th 
century. The extant tooling, which is deeply incised, diagonal, widely spaced and 
irregular, corroborates a pre-1200 date (Alexander 1996, 229). Due to the 
fragmentary nature of this piece, no exact stylistic parallel to this example has been 
traced, and an accurate date is elusive. Nevertheless, the capital probably relates to 
the waterleaf or crocket types of the late 12'̂  century. A possible waterleaf parallel 
from York has foliate swags at the junction of the waterleafs (Stocker 1999,246). 
Alternatively, comparisons can be made with the scallop, trumpet and fish-scale 

^ capital forms, which also feature semi-circular lunettes. Scallop capitals were 
common in Lincolnshire throughout the mid-12"' century (Stocker 1986,52). Such 
forms decorated a concave profile, which replaced convex forms derived from the 
cushion capital during the second half of the 12*'' century (C. Norton, jcer^. comm.). 

3 

3 

•J 

vl 

^ Capital 113 is enriched, and displays a higher level of craftmanship than 111 (Figure 
%(c)). Its present condition is also better, although it is somewhat abraded. The capital 
is of smaller diameter than 111, and is of similar size to those in the Jew's House and 

3 46-47 Steep Hill. The abacus, although broken off, was of sub-circular section. The 
base of the capital is damaged, but it does not appear to have an integral astragal, 
which would have been carried on a separate stone below. The backplate is roughly 
dressed with pick-marks on the lower face, apart from the display face adjoining the 
capital. This would have been flush with the exterior wall, and has diagonal striated 

2 tooling and a setting-out line. Traces of two separate bonding agents remain: a dark 
crumbly mortar, visible on the engaged faces, is overlain by a lime-based mortar 

^ which has been partially applied over the decoration. This implies that the latter 
^ mortar layer, which corresponds to that of quoin 109 and others, is associated with 

reuse in a secondary structure. 

3 
Its decoration consists of two stylised leaf-like forms, tapering towards the abacus, 
and probably terminating in a foliate cluster (only the projecting remains of which are 

i l visible). The two 'leaves' are raised, and separated by an intervening fillet. Each 
element is articulated by a c.lOmm wide moulded band, similar in form to that of 111. 
The flat panel within is decorated by a projecting upright palmette of stylised leaf 
sculpture in high relief Each palmette carries eight and nine leaves respectively, 
which are round-ended, tapering and develop from its centre-line. The individual 
leaves are clearly formed, with an outer ridge and a deeply scooped centre, but no 
central ridge. This work is of high quality and markedly similar to the foliage 
decorating the string course of the Jew's House (c. 1170-80). Capitals decorated with 

y palmettes occur in the west arch of Dorchester abbey (1170). The acanthus trails of St 
Mary's Guildhall, Lincoln (c.l 160) provide another comparison. 

a 
Capital 113, then, is a fine example of early stylised foliate decoration, and could be 
reconstructed as an enriched waterleaf capital, albeit an early example of the form. 
As such, it is likely to date from the last quarter of the 12th century {cf. the capitals of 
the Jew's House and 46-47 Steep Hill). Capitals 113 and 111 have in common 

i ] features such as a concave profile and stylised leaf or quasi-\\xnQ,\XQ forms outlined by 
a moulded band. Their original form probably resembled Plate 5, a waterleaf capital 
of c.l 180 from the cloistral complex of Castle Acre priory, Norfolk. Whilst it is all 

3 but certain that 113 and 111 were not part of the same architectural feature, it is quite 
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possible that they share an origin in the same building on the grounds of these shared 
stylistic characteristics. 
Discussion 
The presence of two isolated examples of 12"̂  century architectural sculpture may 
indicate that they were brought to the site from an exterior source for reuse in a post 
12 '̂' century structure. It is equally possible, however, that capitals 111 and 113 were 
carved specifically for a relatively high-status secular building or buildings on this 
site, of which only a small part has been exposed in the course of the present 
excavation. The pieces probably originated as part of a pair of unattached columns 
flanking a principal doorway, or window openings. This arrangement is a 
characteristic of high status medieval stone buildings in Lincoln, and generally 
emphasises the significance of such openings within the layout of the principal fa9ade 
(often fronting a street). In either case, the masonry forming context Oil may well 
represent elements of a single stone structure. The type and proportion of masonry 
suggests a rubble core faced with ashlar, a common walling teclmique in the medieval 
period. The presence of fairly large rubble is perhaps due to the fact that less 
prominent elevations such as gable or party walls were built of coursed rubble with 
large dressed quoins: this mixture of ashlar for 'display' facades and coursed rubble 
for gable walls etc. is frequently encountered in Lincoln. The scale and detailing of 
architectural elements such as jambs and quoins implies a high-quality, 
professionally-planned building on a fairly large scale, if relatively unadorned with 
complex mouldings or decoration. Certainly, both surviving buildings and excavations 
in the immediate vicinity confirm the presence of large stone town-houses on long, 
narrow plots fronting the Strait and Steep Hill from the 12"̂  century onwards (Jones 
1980,46; Vince and Jones 1990,5). 

Recommendations 
Stones 109,111 and 113 have been retained as part of the project archive, as they 
merit further analysis and illustration. The other finds were not retained on account of 
their size and weight, and their limited potential for further study. It is recommended 
that reusable fragments, having been archaeologically recorded, will be reset in any 
rebuilding work that occurs at Straits Wine Bar. 
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date height A.O.D. 
MODT 27.99m 
MODB 27.18m 
PMEDT 27.18m 
PMEDB 26.15m 
LMEDT 26.15m 
LMEDB 25.45m 

25.45m (no EMED, 
SNT truncated?) 

Location: SK 97608 71544 


