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Results of Archaeological Trial Ttrenching on Land at: 
The Old Rectory,High Street, Holbeach, Spalding, Lincolnshire 

SUMMARY 

1.1 South Holland District Council granted outline planning permission for the 
erection of a replacement house at the Old Rectory, Church Street, Holbeach, 
Lincolnshire (Planning Application H09/1127/01). A condition of the planning 
application required an archaeological watching brief to be maintained during 
groundworks. 

1.2 Following revised plans submitted for a larger dwelling and garage plots 
(Planning Applications H09/0746/03 & H09/0674/03), the Conservation 
Services Team, Lincolnshire County Council acting as advisors to South 
Holland District Council, have requested a pre-determination archaeological 
evaluation. 

1.3 Three trenches measuring 10m x 1.6m were excavated within the area of the 
proposed development. A specification was prepared and approved for this 
fieldwork and was undertaken according to this document and within nationally 
recognised archaeological guidelines. 

1.4 The archaeological trial trench evaluation recorded a linear feature in Trench 1 
which was identified as a tidal creek. An auger survey was carried out and a 
piece of 16th century pottery recovered. A further linear feature, with a mussel 
rich fill contained pottery of 11th century date. A shallow pit feature was also 
encountered and contained pottery of modern date along with late building 
rubble. 

2.0 SITE LOCATION & DESCRIPTION 

2.1 Holbeach is located approximately 13km east of Spalding in the administrative 
district of South Holland. The site is located to (see Figure 1). The development 
area is centred on NGR TF 3580 2480 at an altitude of approximately 3m OD. 

2.2 The underlying drift geology is Terrington Beds typified by younger marine 
deposits (Romano-British to present day), salt marsh, tidal creek and river 
deposits (sandy silt, sand and clay) (BGS 1992 - Sheet 144: Spalding 1: 
50,000). 

3.0 PLANNING BACKGROUND 
3.1 South Holland District Council originally granted outline planning permission 

for the erection of a replacement house at the Old Rectory, Church Street, 
Holbeach, Lincolnshire (Planning Application H09/1127/01). Condition 7 of the 
Planning Permission required an archaeological watching brief to be maintained 
during ground works. 

3.2 Two subsequent applications have since been submitted for the construction of a 
larger house, off the footprint of a previous building and for garages associated 
with the house (Planning Applications H09/0746/03 & H09/0674/03). 
Following submission of these revised plans, the Conservation Services Team, 
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Lincolnshire County Council acting as advisors to South Holland District 
Council, have requested a pre-determination archaeological evaluation. 

3.2 This report details the methodology which was maintained during the trial 
trench evaluation and reports on the results. It is prepared in accordance with 
current best archaeological practices and the appropriate national standards and 
guidance including: 

Management of Archaeological Projects (English Heritage 1991); 
Code of Conduct (Institute of Field Archaeologists 1999); 
Standard and Guidance for Archaeological Field Evaluation (IFA 1994); 
Lincolnshire Archaeological Handbook (LCC 1998). 

3.3 The evaluation was undertaken by Martin Griffiths BA(Hons), AIFA and 
Mark Chambers FRICS in July 2003. 

4.0 ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND 

4.1 The archaeological potential of the site was considered to be high. This 
consideration is based on the location of the site, being close to the historic 
core of the village as defined by the river and the church as well as the 
topography of the site. 

4.2 During the Roman period Holbeach was reclaimed from the marsh by the 
construction of banks and dykes. Roman pottery has been recovered at a depth 
of approximately lm below the present ground surface within tidal silts 
(Hallam 1970) which suggests the area was subject to periods of marine 
incursion. 

4.3 The Saxon coastline is considered to have been present to the immediate north 
of the site with land reclamation occurring to the north by the 1300s with the 
construction of the Roman Bank around Moulton Seas End, Saracens Head 
and Holbeach Clough (BGS 1995). The Anglo-Saxon coastline is thought to 
run along the line of the High Street and West End. A watching brief 
undertaken recently close to the site has recorded layers of burning associated 
with slag of Anglo-Saxon date 

4.4 Holbeach is mentioned in the Domesday Survey of 1086AD as Holobec or 
Holebech. The name is thought to derive from the old English words 'hoi' 
meaning hollow and 'baec' meaning a back, giving a description of 'the 
concave ridge'. Holbeach is situated on a raised area and therefore the 
meaning is topographically appropriate (Cameron 1998, Ekwall 1991). 

4.5 At the time of the Domesday Survey the King, St. Guthlac, Count Allen and 
Guy de Craon are land holders owning arable land (Foster & Longley 1976). 

4.6 Earthworks recorded within the gardens have been interpreted as tunnels of 
WWII date or relating to an ornamental garden. 
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5.0 AIMS 
a) to identify past human activity on the site; 
b) to assess the archaeological potential on the site; 
c) to assess the depth, date, condition and spatial arrangement of any 

archaeological features if present; 
d) to report on the results of the evaluation trenches and place them within 

their Local, Regional or National context 
e) the production of the report will provide information to the Local Planning 

Authority so that a reasoned decision can be made by them on the 
application 

6.0 METHODOLOGY AND RESULTS 
6.1 Three trenches measuring 10m x 1.6m were located in areas of the development 

likely to be affected by the new build. The location was defined following 
discussion with the Conservation Services Team at Lincolnshire County Council 

6.2 A mechanical excavator fitted with a toothless ditching bucket was used. The 
topsoil removed during soil stripping was kept separate and mounded at a safe 
distance away from the trench. The soil excavated from the trenches was used to 
backfill them following completion of the fieldwork. No specialist reinstatement 
was undertaken. Topsoil removal was monitored by a qualified archaeologist and 
excavation ceased once the first archaeological horizon was reached or the natural 
geology. The trenches were cleaned by hand and photographed prior to any hand 
excavation. 

6.3 TRENCH 1 (Figure 3 & Plate #) 
6.3.1 Trench 1 measured 10m x 1.6m (Plates 1,2 & 3) and was located to investigate 

the western area of the site. The earliest deposit encountered was the natural 
geology located at a depth of 1.05m below the present ground surface. The 
natural geology comprised a yellow brown silty sand (112) and represents the 
local soils found in the area (see para. 2.2). 

6.3.2 Cutting through this deposit was a natural creek [103] (see Figure 3, Plate 1). 
The primary fill of this creek comprised a fine yellow brown sand (104) and 
was sealed by secondary fills (105) and (106), and in turn by tertiary fill (107), 
a fine buff sand. This feature was augured and assessed by the named 
environmental specialist James Rackham and interpreted as a tidal creek. The 
secondary fill (106) a grey silty sand was identified as being an archaeological 
layer and subsequent hand excavation of a sondage recovered a sherd of 16th 

century glazed red earthenware. 

6.3.3 Local knowledge suggests that a small stream, the possible remnants of the 
tidal creek was open in the 1920s. Natural infilling of this stream with the 
surrounding subsoil is likely to occur until the present day. These deposits 
were sealed by a layer of subsoil (102) consisting of a brown silty sand. Two 
modern features were recorded cutting through the subsoil. At the northern 
end of the trench cut [110], with vertical sides represents a geological test pit. 
At the southern end of the trench [108] represents a pit of recent origin ( See 
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Plate 3). The fill of this pit contained building rubble from a wall demolished 
sometime in the last fifty years. Modern pottery was recorded but not 
collected. 

6.3.4 These features were sealed by a 0.3m thick layer of topsoil comprising a grey 
brown silty loam (101). 

6.4 TRENCH 2 (Figure 4 & Plates 4, 5 & 6) 
6.4.1 Trench 2 measured 10m x 1.6m and was located to investigate the southern 

extent of the proposed house footprint. The earliest deposit encountered was 
the natural geology located at a depth of 1.15m below the present ground 
surface. The natural geology comprised a yellow brown silty sand (203) and 
represents the local soils found in the area (see para. 2.2). 

6.4.2 Located in the centre of the trench, was a linear north-south aligned ditch 
[206] containing a brown sandy silt primary fill (207). A sand lens (208) was 
recorded within this deposit. This feature represents a shallow ditch, possibly a 
silted up drainage channel with no dating evidence present. 

6.4.3 At the southern end of the trench a gully type feature [210] was recorded on 
the same alignment. It is believed that this feature may be a disused animal 
burrow. This feature contained a single fill of a brown sandy silt (211) and 
was sealed by a concreted layer of calcium carbonates (209). Discussions with 
the environmental specialist suggest that this layer is created by a high calcium 
concentration in standing water. 

6.4.4 Both of these features were sealed by a 0.85m thick layer of subsoil 
comprising a brown silty sand (202). A modern cut [204] was recorded 
disturbing this layer and represents a drainage channel leading towards the 
pond. Pottery of 19th-20th century date was present within this fill but not 
recovered. A 0.3m thick layer of topsoil (201) sealed the single fill of this cut. 

6.5 TRENCH 3 (Figure 5 & Plates 7 & 8) 
6.5.1 Trench 3 measured 10m x 1.6m and was located to investigate the garage area 

at the eastern end of the site. This trench was moved with the agreement of 
Jim Bonnor from the original position due to lack of machine access (for final 
location see Fig. 2). The earliest deposit encountered was the natural geology 
located at a depth of 1.1m below the present ground surface. The natural 
geology comprised a yellow brown silty sand (307) and represents the local 
soils found in the area (see para. 2.2). 

6.5.2 A linear feature [304] aligned southwest-northeast cut through the natural 
geology. This ditch contained a primary fill (305) comprising a brown sandy 
silt measuring 0.2m deep. This was sealed by a 0.15m layer of mussel shells 
(306) which contained a pottery sherd from a small jug and dated from the 11th 

century AD. A layer of subsoil (303) sealed the mussel rich layer (306). 

6.5.3 A layer of crushed brick (302) partially sealed the subsoil and was sealed by a 
0.3m thick layer of topsoil (301). 
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7.0 CONCLUSIONS 
7.1 The archaeological trial trench evaluation recorded the presence of a tidal creek, a 

silted up drainage channel and a mussel rich drainage channel. The earliest deposit 
encountered was the natural geology. A tidal creek was recorded cutting through 
the natural geology. 

7.2 The earliest archaeological feature encountered is likely to be the mussel rich 
drainage channel recorded during excavation of Trench 3. The secondary fill of 
this feature contained one sherd of 11th century pottery which was identified as 
part of a Stamford ware jar. Additionally this feature was recorded within the 
proposed footings for the garage. 

7.3 The undated drainage channel recorded during excavation of Trench 2 may be of a 
contemporary date. This consideration is based wholly on stratigraphic similarities 
rather than from dateable artefactual material. 

7.4 The upper layers of the tidal creek contained one sherd of glazed red earthenware 
pottery of 16th century date. This suggests that this natural feature was almost 
completely silted up by this date. 

7.5 Archaeological evaluation at the Old Rectory has recorded the presence of 11th 

century activity which may be related to drainage. It is considered that these 
features are of no more than Local Importance. 

7.6 Drainage of the site is not surprising as the Saxon coastline is considered to have 
been present to the immediate north of the site along the line of the High Street 
and West End. By the 1300s, land reclamation was occurring to the north with the 
construction of the Roman Bank around Moulton Seas End, Saracens Head and 
Holbeach Clough. 
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8.0 FIGURES 

Figure 1. Site location plan. 

Figure 2. Trench location plan. 

Figure 3. Trench 1 plan and sections. 

Figure 4. Trench 2 plan and sections. 

Figure 5. Trench 3 plan and sections. 
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9.0 PLATES 

Plate 1. Trench 1 looking north. 

Plate 2. Modern Geological test pit in Trench 1. 

Plate 3. Cut [108] in Trench 1.Trench 1 showing Cut [110] looking east. 

Plate 4. Trench 2 looking west. 

Plate 5. Cut [210] in Trench 2 looking south. 

Plate 6. Cut [206] in Trench 2 (Cut [204] seen above). 

Plate 7. Trench 3 looking north. 

Plate 8. Cut [304] looking west. 
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Plate 1 Trench 1 looking north. 

Plate 2. Modern geological test pit in Trench 1. 



Plate 4. Trench 2 looking west. 
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Plate 6. Cut [206] in Trench 2 ( Cut [204] seen above). 



Plate 7. Trench 3 looking north. 

Plate 8. Cut [304] looking west. 
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Appendix A. 

Pottery Archive - Jane Young 
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Pottery Archive ORH 03 

context enume sub fabric form type 

106 GRE pipkin? 

306 ST A small jar 

20 August 2003 

sherds description date 

1 copper bichrome glaze mid to late 16th 

1 fairly fresh fragment;hollow everted rim;thin mid to late 11th 
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Appendix B: 

Context Summary 

Context Location Description Interpretation 
101 T1 Grey brown silty loam Top-soil 
102 T1 Brown silty sand Sub-soil 
103 T1 Linear cut lying ne - sw Tidal Creek 
104 T1 Fine yellow brown sand Primary fill of Cut [103] 
105 T1 Fine brown silty sand Secondary fill of Cut [103] 
106 T1 Grey silty sand Secondary fill of Cut [103] 
107 T1 Fine buff sand Tertiary fill of Cut [103] 
108 T1 Oval shallow Pit lying e -

w 
Rubble Pit 

109 T1 Dark grey brown silty sand 
with brick rubble 

Fill of Cut [108] 

110 T1 Straight sided pit feature 
lying n - s 

Geological test Pit 

111 T1 Brown grey silty 
sand/stone rubble 

Mixed fill ofCut[110] 

112 T1 Yellow brown silty sand Natural Geology 
201 T2 Grey brown silty loam Top-soil 
202 T2 Brown silty sand Sub-soil 
203 T2 Yellow brown silty sand Natural geology 
204 T2 Linear U shaped cut lying 

n - s 
Field drainage 

205 T2 Grey brown silty sand Fill of Cut [204] 
206 T2 Cut for linear ditch lying n 

- s 
Probable field drainage 

207 T2 Brown sandy silt Primary Fill of Cut [206] 
208 T2 Yellow brown fine sand Sand lens 
209 T2 Grey white calcium layer Natural deposit 
210 T2 Cut for linear feature lying 

n - s 
Probable animal burrow 

211 T2 Brown sandy silt Single fill of [210] 
301 T3 Grey brown silty loam Top-soil 
302 T3 Brown silty sand/brick 

layer 
Re-deposited build up layer 

303 T3 Brown silty sand Sub-soil 
304 T3 Cut for linear feature lying 

sw - ne 
Probable drainage channel 

305 T3 Brown sandy silt Primary fill of [304] 
306 T3 Grey white mussel shells Tertiary fill of [304] 
307 T3 Yellow brown silty sand Natural Geology 
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