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SUMMARY 

1.1 Lindsey Securities of Lincoln are proposing to develop 9ha of agricultural land 
adjoining the Safeway store off Nettleham Road, Lincoln. The site is located 
within the boundaries of Lincoln City Council and West Lindsey District Council. 
Prior to applying for planning consent, Lindsey Securities have commissioned a 
pre-planning archaeological investigation of the site. 

1.2 Following discussions with Lincoln City Archaeologist and the Archaeological 
Advisor to West Lindsey District Council, a programme of archaeological work is 
to be undertaken prior to the submission of an outline planning application. 

1.3 The first stage of fieldwork proposed was field-walking, geophysical survey and 
an augtjf survey. A specification detailing the methodology was prepared for this 
fieldwork and was undertaken according to this document and within nationally 
recognised archaeological guidelines. The results of the surveys are incorporated 
within this report along with a desk-based assessment outlining the 
archaeological potential of the site. 

1.4 The geophysical survey identified that there are a number of anomalies, some of 
which are considered to be of archaeological potential. The type of features 
represented are a sub-rectangular enclosure, possible field boundaries and 
possible trackway. In comparison, the fieldwalking survey suggests that there is a 
dearth of pottery material. However, this may indicate rural, isolated settlement 
rather than high status occupation. 

1.5 The augt(r survey shows fairly shallow deposits. Results suggest that the Roaring 
Meg may have changed course slightly over time which may be attributed to 
drainage in the early 19th century. 

2.0 SITE LOCATION & DESCRIPTION 
2.1 The site is located on the northern side of Lincoln approximately 5km northeast of 

the city centre. The site lies partially within the boundaries of West Lindsey 
District Council with the majority of the site within Lincoln City Councils' 
boundary. The site is located on the southern side of the A46 bypass with 
agricultural land to the south (see Figure l).The development area is centred on 
NGR SK 9890 7394 and lies at an approximate altitude of between 40-45m AOD. 
Surface soils at the site are well drained brown calcareous earths over limestone 
brash. 

3.0 PLANNING BACKGROUND 
3.1 Lindsey Securities Ltd. are seeking to develop approximately 9ha of agricultural 

land off Nettleham Road, Lincoln. Following discussions with the City 
Archaeologist, Lincoln City Council and the Archaeological Advisor to West 
Lindsey District Council, a programme of archaeological works is proposed to 
prior to the submission of an outline planning application. This includes field-
walking, geophysical survey and augur survey 
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3.2 Following discussions with the appropriate archaeological advisors to the 
city/district councils and in view of the complex archaeological nature of the 
proposed site, M & M Archaeological Services recommended the following first 
stage archaeological evaluation: 

a) An intensive geophysical survey of the site using magnetometry survey 
augmented by Resistivity Survey if necessary. 
b) A field walking survey at 30m transects with 3D recording of any finds. 
c) An augrir survey to define the marshland area of the site. 

3.3A specification detailing the methodology to be maintained during the 
fieldwalking, geophysical survey and augpfr survey was prepared in accordance 
with current best archaeological practices and the appropriate national standards 
and guidance including: 

Management of Archaeological Projects (English Heritage 1991); 
Code of Conduct (Institute of Field Archaeologists 1999); 
Standard and Guidance for Archaeological Field Evaluation (IFA 1994); 
Geophysical Survey in Archaeological Field Evaluation (EH, David 1995); 
Lincolnshire Archaeological Handbook (LCC 1998). 

3.4 The fieldwork was undertaken by Martin Griffiths BA(Hons), AIFA and Mark 
Chambers FRICS. The geophysical survey was undertaken by Ian Brooks, 
Engineering Archaeological Services (Appendix B). 

4.0 ARCHAEOLOGICAL & HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 
4.1 The earliest archaeological remains identified close to the site are prehistoric in 

date. Archaeological evaluation immediately adjacent and to the south of the site 
has recorded prehistoric flint tools ranging from Mesolithic to Bronze Age date 
(Trimble 1999, SMR 70267 & 70268). 

4.2 In addition, two circular cropmarks interpreted as round barrows are recorded and 
are located within the western part of the site itself (SMR 70068 & 70069). A 
prehistoric barbed and tanged arrowhead has been recorded 500m to the west 
(Hockley 1992). All these remains suggest a human presence during the Bronze 
Age. 

4.3 A watching brief undertaken during development to the south recorded an east-
west aligned ditch thought to be of Roman date or earlier (SMR 70228). 

4.4 Archaeological evaluation and excavation to the south of the site has suggested 
continuity of settlement through the Iron Age (SMR 70271) along with the 
presence of Roman remains. Of most interest were the excavations undertaken in 
1950-2 along the line of the Roman aqueduct (SMR 70013) which is thought to 
lead to the spring known as the Roaring Meg. Ten stone piers along with a 
platform were identified along with a pool fed by the Roaring Meg spring. The 
range of artefacts retrieved suggested a long established period of activity, dating 
from the late 1st century AD through to the late 4th century AD. 
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4.5 Prior to construction of the Safeway supermarket to the southwest, an 
archaeological evaluation was undertaken in 1993. The evaluation rediscovered 
the Roman aqueduct and two undated ditches (Donel 1993a). The subsequent 
watching brief maintained during groundworks did not record any further 
archaeological remains (Donel 1993b). 

4.6 Evaluation undertaken to the immediate south and adjacent to the development 
site, recorded activity related to occupation during the Roman period, adjacent to 
the aqueduct and Roaring Meg spring (Trimble 1999). Elsewhere within the site 
trial trench investigation of anomalies identified through geophysical survey and 
aerial photography generally failed to locate any evidence of archaeologically 
significant remains (Trimble 1999, p.l). Later remains dating to the Saxon and 
medieval periods were also recorded (SMR 70270 & 70269). 

4.7 Archaeological evaluation undertaken to the east of Nettleham Road recorded no 
archaeological features. Anomalies highlighted by geophysical survey were found 
to be natural undulations in the subsoil or agricultural activity (M & M 
Archaeological Services 2003) 

4.8 Historically the site lies within Nettleham parish, although at present it straddles 
Nettleham parish (West Lindsey District) and Longdales (Lincoln City). The 
name Nettleham derives from the Old English netel and ham. 'Netel' represents 
nettles, which is thought to be indicative of a place past human settlement and 
'ham' meaning settlement (Cameron 1998). 

4.9 Nettleham is first mentioned historically in the Domesday Survey of 1086AD. 
Queen Edith, Gilbert of Ghent and Bishop Remigius are listed as holders of land. 
Twenty-eight villagers, 12 smallholders and 1 freeman resided in the parish 
(Morris 1986). 

4.10 Cartographic evidence suggests that the site has generally been agricultural 
land during the post-medieval period. The enclosure plan and award for Nettleham 
parish dated 1777 & 1778 respectively show that the majority of the site was once 
part of a larger field divided by a stream and pond at the eastern extent, under the 
ownership of Robert Obbinson Gen. (see Figure 3). 

4.11 By 1816, a drain had replaced the stream (Roaring Meg) as shown on a survey 
of this date (Figure 4). A plantation is shown at the western extents. 

4.12 By the early 20th century, the Ordnance Survey 2nd Edition 6" Series shows 
the site much the same. 

5.0 AIMS 
The aims of the field-walking, geophysical and augifr survey were to: 
a) to identify past human activity on the site; 
b) to identify areas of archaeological potential so that a programme of 

intrusive archaeological works may be defined; 
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c) to report on the results of the geophysical survey and place them within 
their Local, Regional or National context 

6.0 METHODOLOGY & RESULTS 
FIELDWALKING (Appendix A). 
6.1 The site was divided into 30m transects and finds were plotted individually. The 

aim of the survey was to recover a representative sample of artefacts present on 
the site and to establish areas of archaeological potential. 

6.2 All finds pre-dating the 19th century were collected. The finds have been spot 
dated and will be sent to the appropriate specialist along with any finds recovered 
during intrusive evaluation. 

6.3 The fieldwalking identified few hot spots for finds, a few worked pieces of flint 
were recorded along the central area of the grid (see plan). Two pieces of Samian 
pottery were recorded along the northern edge of the site and may be related to the 
enclosure seen in the geophysical survey. 

6.4 The bulk of the finds comprise rough tile and brick and do not suggest any 
specific concentration in any particular grid. Due to the shallow depth of soils, 
ploughing has disturbed much of the parent rock on the site. As a result much of 
the material found has degraded badly. The results are presented as Appendix A. 

GEOPHYSICAL SURVEY (Appendix B) 
6.5 A magnetometer survey of the site was undertaken by Dr. Ian Brooks, 

Engineering Archaeological Services. A fluxgate gradiometer was used which 
detects magnetic anomalies caused by changes in the composition of the subsoil or 
the underlying geology to a depth of approximately lm below the ground surface. 
An intensive/detailed survey of the whole site was made. The full results of the 
survey are presented as Appendix B. 

6.6 The survey identified that there are a number of anomalies of two types. The first 
type represents anomalies that are considered to be of archaeological potential and 
represent a sub-rectangular enclosure, possible field boundaries and possible 
trackway. 

6.7 The second group of anomalies are very feint and may represent the remains of 
archaeological features. These may be physical in presence but may also represent 
the ploughed out remains of features with the remnant magnetism being detected. 

6.8 These features include possible barrows and other circular anomalies which may 
be barrows. Six rectilinear features are also identified which may represent sites of 
buildings along with field and enclosure boundaries. 

6.9 Possible industrial activity which may take the form of hearths, furnace or kilns 
was indicated by a high level of magnetism. 
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6.10 No evidence of structural features relating to the Roman aqueduct were 
identified. 

6.11 The results were very Ibin^ and it is possible that the features recorded may be 
residual disturbance and the archaeological features have already been destroyed 
by ploughing. 

AUGER SURVEY (Appendix C) 
6.12 An auger survey was undertaken across the area of marshland outside the 

south western corner of the site. The location of the survey was defined and 
requested by the West Lindsey Archaeological Advisor and Lincoln City 
Archaeologist. 

6.13 Initially a single transect across the marshland was proposed in order to 
define the depth and type of deposits present. Whilst on site and after looking at 
the results of the first transect which showed very little differentiation in depths of 
deposits, it was decided to do a second transect further west. The augifr transects 
were undertaken at 2m intervals at locations indicated on Figure 6. The survey 
recorded a profile indicating that deposits comprising topsoil overlying clays and 
gravels were present. No organic deposits were encountered. The survey suggests 
that the course of the Roaring Meg spring may have moved north over time with 
the deepest part of the channel to the south in transect A-B. 

7.0 DISCUSSION & CONCLUSIONS 

7.1 The results of the field-walking were far from conclusive but the finds recorded 
are closely related to the faint results from the geophysical survey. 

7.2 The geophysical survey identified that there are a number of anomalies, some of 
which are considered to be of archaeological potential. The type of features 
represented are a sub-rectangular enclosure, possible field boundaries and possible 
trackway. Evidence from aerial photographs show possible barrows on site but 
these are very faint in the survey 

7.3 The augur'survey shows fairly shallow deposits over most of the marsh area, it is 
considered unlikely that any structures are present in this part of the site. The 
results show evidence of a northern shift of the spring. 

7.4 It is suggested that a series of evaluation trenches, as discussed with the City of 
Lincoln and West Lindsey Archaeologists, be excavated (See Figure 5). This 
should establish the presence and state of preservation for the archaeological 
anomalies recorded in the geophysical survey. 
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9.0 FIGURES 

Figure 1. Site Location Plan. 

Figure 2. SMR References. 

Figure 3. Nettleham Enclosure 1777. 

Figure 4. Nettlham Field 1816 (No scale). 

Figure 5. Proposed Trench plan. 
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APPENDIX B: GEOPHYSICAL SURVEY RESULTS 
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