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SUMMARY 

1.1 West Lindsey District Council granted planning permission for the construction of 
one residential dwelling on land off Church Lane, Sudbrooke, Lincolnshire 
(Planning Application M03/P1215/FULL). 

1.2 As a condition of the planning permission, an archaeological watching brief was 
required. A specification was prepared and the fieldwork and subsequent 
reporting on the results were undertaken according to this document and within 
nationally recognised archaeological guidelines. 

1.3 The watching brief recorded the presence of the natural geology overlain by 
subsoil and topsoil. Field drains of 19th - 20th century date were seen at a depth of 
0.8m lying east - west across the site. No archaeological finds or features were 
encountered during excavation of the footings. 

2.0 SITE LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION 
2.1 Sudbrooke is located 8km northeast of Lincoln in the administrative district of 

West Lindsey. The site is located on the southern side of Church Lane, Sudbrooke 
and is centred on NGR TF 0420 7610. The underlying drift geology is boulder 
clays overlain by brown argillic earths. 

3.0 PLANNING BACKGROUND 
3.1 West Lindsey District Council granted planning permission for the construction of 

one residential dwelling on the site (Planning Application M03/P1215/FUL) (see 
Figures 1 & 2). 

3.2 A condition of the Planning Permission required an archaeological watching brief 
to be maintained during ground-works. A specification detailing the methodology 
to be maintained during the watching brief was prepared and the fieldwork was 
undertaken according to this document and current best archaeological practices 
and the appropriate national standards and guidance including: 

Management of Archaeological Projects (English Heritage 1991); 
Code of Conduct (Institute of Field Archaeologists 1999); 
Standard and Guidance for Archaeological Watching Briefs (Institute of Field 
Archaeologists 1999). 
Lincolnshire Archaeological Handbook (LCC 1998). 

3.3 The watching brief was undertaken by Martin Griffiths BA(Hons), AIFA between 
31st August-1st September 2004. 

4.0 ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND 
4.1 Sudbrooke is known to have existed at the time of the Domesday Survey when it 

was held by Peterborough Abbey (SMR 53069). The medieval layout of 
Sudbrooke was thought to combine two elements of which only the northern 
element survives as settlement. These are arranged along an east-west street which 
bends at the western end and skirts the churchyard, along which is the 
development site. 
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4.2 The closest recorded archaeological remains date to the medieval period and 
comprise the site of St. Edwards Church (SMR 53072) to the northwest. The 
church that stands in Sudbrooke today dates from 1860-2 when it was rebuilt on 
the site of an earlier medieval church by Richard Ellison. 

4.3 The church was not recorded in the Domesday Survey of 1086AD but mention is 
made of it by the 12 t h century when it was granted to the monks of Lessay, 
Normandy. By 1603, impoverishment in the parish led to the local parishioners 
requesting the demolition of the south aisle and the removal of the lead from the 
tower. By 1752, the tower and church were out of repair and it was demolished by 
1790. 

4.4 Within the churchyard lies the remains of a medieval cross (SMR 50629) 
indicating the presence of an earlier presence. The lower portion of the shaft and 
socket stone are medieval in date, with later restorations being made in 1861. 

5.0 AIMS 
The aims of the watching brief were to: 
a) To monitor ground disturbance during the course of development 
b) to ensure the recording of the extent, condition, character, quality and date 

of any archaeological deposits and features where they may not be left in-
situ; 

c) to report on the results of the watching brief and place them within their 
Local, Regional or National context 

6.0 METHODOLOGY & RESULTS 
6.1 An archaeological watching brief was undertaken during ground works associated 

with the construction of the new building (see Figures 2 & 3 & Plate 1). The site 
had previously been part of a private garden with fruit trees. Several large trees 
were removed from site prior to excavation. 

6.2 The watching brief was undertaken on a comprehensive/intensive basis. 
Monitoring included topsoil stripping for the access road and strip foundations for 
the new building. The footings were excavated to a maximum depth of 2.5 m and 
width of 0.7m. The extreme depths in parts of the footings were dictated by the 
presence of trees on site which required excavation to this depth on instruction 
from the building inspector. 

6.3 The earliest deposit encountered was the natural geology comprising blue clay 
(103) with boulders at 0.7m below the present ground surface. Above this was a 
0.3m thick layer of yellow brown sandy clay sub-soil (102) (Figure 4, Plate 2). 

6.4 The site was sealed by 0.4m thick layer of dark brown sandy loam top-soil under 
grass (101), there were no signs of any disturbance apart from the removal of trees 
on the site. No pottery or other artefacts were seen during groundworks, which is 
quite unusual. 
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7.0 DISCUSSION 
7.1 The archaeological watching brief recorded the presence of the natural geology 

overlain by subsoil and topsoil under grass. No archaeological finds or features 
were encountered. 

7.2 The only signs of disturbance on the site, apart from the removed trees, were a 
series of field drains of 19th or 20th century date at a depth of 0.8m 

7.3 The absence of archaeological material suggests that the part of the site which was 
disturbed by development, was unlikely to have previously been inhabited and it 
is considered likely that the area has been in agricultural use or garden for a 
considerable time. It is considered unlikely that any archaeological remains would 
be impacted by this development. 
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8.0 FIGURES 

Figure 1. Site location plan. 

Figure 2. Site development plan. 

Figure 3. Footings plan showing location of representative section (see Figure 4). 

Figure 4. Representative section drawing of the footings. 
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Figure 1. Site location 





Figure 4. Representative section 
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Figure 3. Footings plan showing location of representative section (see Figure 4) 
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Figure 4. Representative section of the footings 
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9.0 PLATES 

Plate 1. Site looking south east. 

Plate 2. Shot of average depth of footings. 

Plate 3. General shot of section of footings. 

Plate 4. Shot showing maximum depth of footings. 



Plate 1. Site looking south east 

Plate 2. Shot of average depth of footings. 



Plate 4. Shot showing maximum depth of footings. 
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APPENDIX A: Context Summary Sheet. 
Context Location Description Interpretation 
101 Footings Dark brown sandy 

loam under grass 
Topsoil 

102 Footings Yellow brown sandy 
clay 

Subsoil 
103 Footings Blue clay with boulders Natural geology 
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