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Construction of Bungalow & Detached Garage, Rear of 
'Acacia*, Southfield Place, Horncastle, Lincolnshire 

Archaeological Investigation & Recording 

Non-Technical Summary 

• This project was prompted by plans to develop an area of land in the market town of Horncastle, 
Lincolnshire. Horncastle lies in the administrative district of East Lindsey approximately 28km east of 
Lincoln, 18km south-west of Louth, and 26km north of Boston. 

• The site encompasses an area measuring approximately 25m x 25m, and originally formed parts of the 
gardens of two existing properties fronting Southfield Place to the north. It lies c. 600m to the south of 
Horncastle town centre, with Boston Road (A 153) approximately 100m to the east. 

• Planning permission had been sought for the erection of a bungalow with detached double garage and 
provision of parking, and subsequently granted by East Lindsey District Council. 

• Consultation with Dr B. Lott, of Lincolnshire County Council Conservation Services demonstrated that 
the site lies within a rich historic landscape, with archaeological remains from the prehistoric, Roman and 
medieval periods well represented around Horncastle. A number of archaeological discoveries have been 
made in the vicinity of the site itself, including Roman-British pottery, metalled surfaces and inhumations 
(the latter in the Sellwood Gardens area to the north). Medieval finds have also been revealed in several 
locations. 

• In view of this, East Lindsey District Council, in consultation with LCC Conservation Services, requested 
that a scheme of archaeological investigation and recording be carried out on the site. 

• This involved the supervised stripping of all non-archaeological deposits contained within the proposed 
building footprints and in the area of the soakaway, and the subsequent recording of any archaeological 
deposits, features, artefacts and/or ecofacts, contained therein. 

• Lines Archaeo-tech was commissioned to carry out the work on the 28th of April, and site attendance was 
undertaken on the 23rd and 24th of May 2005. 

• In spite of its apparent potential, however, the results of this investigation have provided no direct 
evidence for ancient occupation on the site itself, and no obviously early remains were revealed. 

• The numerous features that were uncovered in the course of the project, date almost exclusively to the 
19th and 20th centuries, and no feature can be conclusively dated to earlier than the 18th century. 

• A small assemblage of earlier pottery was recovered, however, most prominently originating from the 
Roman period, and this does at least give some confirmation of earlier occupation nearby, as attested by 
previous projects. 
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Construction of Bungalow & Detached Garage, Rear of 
'Acacia*, Southfield Place, Horncastle, Lincolnshire 

Archaeological Investigation & Recording 

1.0 Introduction 

This project was prompted by plans to develop an area of land in the market town of Horncastle, Lincolnshire. 
Horncastle lies in the administrative district of East Lindsey approximately 28km east of Lincoln, 18km south-
west of Louth, and 26km north of Boston (see Figure 1). 

The site encompasses an area measuring approximately 25m x 25m, and originally formed parts of the gardens of 
two existing properties fronting Southfield Place to the north. It lies c. 600m to the south of Horncastle town 
centre, with Boston Road (A153) approximately 100m to the east (see Figure 1). 

Planning permission had been sought for the erection of a bungalow with detached double garage and provision 
of parking (see Figure 2), and subsequently granted by East Lindsey District Council (see 2.0, below). 

Consultation with Dr B. Lott, of Lincolnshire County Council Conservation Services demonstrated that the site 
lies within a rich historic landscape, with archaeological remains from the prehistoric, Roman and medieval 
periods well represented around Horncastle. 

A number of archaeological discoveries have been made in the vicinity of the site itself, including Roman-British 
pottery, metalled surfaces and inhumations (the latter in the Sellwood Gardens area to the north). Medieval finds 
have also been revealed in several locations (see also 3.0, below). 

In view of this, East Lindsey District Council, in consultation with LCC Conservation Services, requested that a 
scheme of archaeological investigation and recording be carried out on the site (see 2.0, below). This involved 
the supervised stripping of all non-archaeological deposits contained within the proposed building footprints and 
in the area of the soakaway, and the subsequent recording of any archaeological deposits, features, artefacts 
and/or ecofacts, contained therein (see 4.0, below). 

Lines Archaeo-tech (LAtech) was approached by the owner/developer, Mr Ray Bushell, on the 21st of April 2005 
to provide a quotation for the required archaeological services. LAtech was subsequently commissioned on the 
28th of April to carry out the work, with attendance undertaken on the 23rd and 24th of May 2005. 

Notes: 

1) This document is presented on the understanding that further data pertaining to this site may subsequently 
emerge, which may affect the conclusions drawn herein. Lines Archaeo-tech, its employees, and/or principals 
cannot therefore be held responsible for any loss, delay or damage, material or otherwise, arising from use of 
any information contained in this report. 

2) Lines Archaeo-tech has adopted, and subscribes to, the Code of Conduct of the Institute of Field 
Archaeologists, and its Code of Approved Practice for the Regulation of Contractual Arrangements in Field 
Archaeology. 

3) All maps and extracts are reproduced under Ordnance Survey Copyright Licence Number: 100043257 unless 
otherwise credited. 
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2.0 Planning Background 

Full planning consent for the scheme was granted by East Lindsey District Council on the 9th of February 
2005 (Application No.: S/086/01598/04). 

The planning permission included the following condition in Part II - Particulars of decision: 

6. No development shall take place within the area indicated outlined in red on the approved application 
drawing (on the attached plan) until the applicant has secured the implementation of a programme of 
archaeological work in accordance with a written scheme of investigation which has been submitted by the 
applicant and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. 

The reason for this condition was given as: 

In order to ensure that satisfactory arrangements are made for the investigation, retrieval and recording of 
any possible archaeological remains on the site and in accordance with Policy C6 of the East Lindsey Local 
Plan Alteration 1999. 

3.0 Archaeological and Historical Background 

The local geology in the area of Southfield Place comprises soils of the Fladbury 1 Association - typically 
pelo-alluvial gley soils, developed on flat valley floors (Hodge et al, 1984). 

These soils overlie a drift geology of recent alluvium and lower terrace deposits, which in turn overlie a solid 
geology of Middle Jurassic Ancholme group clays (BGS, 1995). 

3.1 Historical background 

The town lies at a nominal elevation of 30m O.D. at the southern end of Caistor High Street, a prehistoric 
ridgeway, once a major route between the Wash and the Humber. In the pre-Roman period occupation 
appears to have been concentrated on a slightly raised gravel terrace to the south of the River Waring and to 
the east of the River Bain. 

Roman Horncastle consisted of two elements: an unwalled southern settlement covering approximately 54 
hectares (c. 135 acres) based upon the prehistoric focus already described; and a northern military walled 
enclosure of c. 2 hectares (5 acres), built in the late 3rd to 4th centuries at the junction of the Bain and Waring 
(in the area of the modern town centre). 

At the end of the Roman Period, occupation of the walled enclosure appears to have continued, with early 
Saxon and mid-late Saxon occupation in evidence. In contrast, the undefended southern part of the settlement 
appears to have been abandoned after the late 4th century. 

Medieval occupation was again focussed in the area of the modern town, and it was not until the 19th century 
that expansion to the south recommenced (Field & Hurst, 1984) 

The name Horncastle itself, means 'the Roman town on a horn-shaped piece of land', and derives from the 
Old English horn or horna (used to describe a projecting horn-shaped piece of land, especially one formed in 
a river bend) and ccester, 'a Roman town'. Horncastle is also identified as Bannovallum, a Primitive Welsh or 
Celtic name meaning 'the strong spur'. Given that the OE word horn or horna has the same translation as the 
first element of the Celtic name, banno, it seems virtually certain that the name Horncastle must have been 
bestowed by people who knew the meaning of both words (Cameron, 1998). 

3.2 Archaeological background 

Within an approximate radius of 200mm around the site, twenty findspots and/or known (or suspected) areas 
of archaeological potential are recorded in the Lincolnshire County SMR. These include: isolated finds or 
scatters of pottery, metal, and other artefacts; evidence for Roman occupation; and a number of Roman 
burials and cremations. 
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In brief, the SMR results can be summarised as follows (see also Figure 1): 
SMR No.: Description: 
41855 Roman coin found to south of Horncastle 
41859 Romano-British pottery found in excavation 
41878 Various Roman finds near Drill Hall, Horncastle 
41881 Roman occupation evidence, Mareham Road, Horncastle 
41883 Core of Coritanian Stater 
41886 Two Roman coins of Constantine II 
41891 A bone dice and glass bead 
42202 Romano-British pottery found in Boston Road, Horncastle 
42210 Roman pot-sherds found in Mareham Road, Horncastle 
42733 Coin 
42737 Human skeleton 
42738 Roman cremation 
42742 Possible burial 
42749 Coin found in Southfield Place, Horncastle 
42758 Sherds of late Iron Age pottery 
42759 Pottery scatter, north of Town Hall, Horncastle 
42760 Burials & large ditches 
80545 (43747) Roman remains adjacent to Southfield Place, Horncastle 
80546 (43748) Three worked flints from land adjacent to Southfield Place, Horncastle 
82656 (44384) Medieval pottery sherd 

In addition, seven archaeological investigations have taken place in recent years in the vicinity of Southfield 
Place. 
To the east of the site, at Banovallum School (TF 2630/6901), a watching brief was undertaken in 2004 on 
groundworks for an extension to the existing building. During the course of this work, several features of 
Romano-British (RB) date were exposed, some containing 'unusual' pottery artefacts (Gardner, 2004). 
To the north, an evaluation and subsequent watching brief were carried out at the Black Swan Inn (TF 
2601/6928) in 2000 and 2002, respectively. 
The evaluation uncovered one Iron Age (IA) ditch and four similar RB features, each containing substantial 
quantities of dateable material (Clay, 2000); while the watching brief produced further evidence for IA and 
RB field systems, together with domestic rubbish pits and quarry pits of a similar date. Quantities of mortar 
rubble and Opus Signinum (fine Roman concrete, used for floors) from two of these features seemed to 
indicate the presence of stone-built, concrete-floored buildings in the area (Brett, 2002). 
Also to the north, at Sellwood Gardens (TF 259/651), a further evaluation and watching brief carried out in 
2005, revealed RB ditches and pits at depths of between 600mm and 1,3m below the modern ground level 
(Jordan, 2005). 
On Southfield Place itself, three projects were carried out between 1998 and 2000, each providing evidence 
for RB occupation. 
The first of these, an evaluation on land adjacent to 5 Southfield Place (TF 2600/6905), was carried out in 
1998. It uncovered the remains of a Roman yard or road surface, together with a possible terrace sealed by a 
4 t h century dump deposit. Finds included a fragment of a shale bracelet, and large quantities of animal bone 
and pottery. Three residual worked flints, including a scraper, were also found within the Roman metalled 
surface (Albone, 1998). 
In 1999, an evaluation and watching brief on land to the west of Southfield Place (TF 2597/6905) revealed 
several linear features, including a possible boundary ditch, and a single large pit, together with a possible 
terraced land surface. Animal bone and RB pot were recovered from several features and an overlying soil 
horizon (Hardwick, 2000). 
Finally, in 2000, a further evaluation and watching brief (at TF 2600/9600), revealed RB deposits at a depth 
of 900mm, together with unstratified finds of RB, 13 t h-15 t h century, and 18 t h-19 t h century date (Thomson, 
2001) 

Lines Archaeo-tech Archaeological Report No. 8: Development to rear of'Acacia', Southfield Place, Horncastle, Lincolnshire 4 



4.0 Methodology 

This scheme of investigation and recording was designed in accordance with the requirements of the 
Lincolnshire Archaeological Handbook issued by Lincolnshire County Council Conservation Services (LCC, 
1998). 

It was designed to secure an archive record of any archaeological remains, deposits and/or artefacts which 
might be disturbed or destroyed by development on the site; to produce a project archive for deposition with 
the appropriate museum together with a client report; and to provide information for accession to the County 
Sites and Monuments Record. 

The investigation was targeted on the following elements of the proposed development: 

1) construction of the bungalow, with a footprint measuring a maximum of 12m x 17m; 
2) construction of a detached garage, with a footprint measuring a maximum of 7m x 6m; 
3) construction of a soakaway in the north-west corner of the site; 

An archaeologist from Lines Archaeo-tech attended site to supervise the machine-removal of all topsoil, 
subsoil and other non-archaeological deposits contained within the proposed building footprints and in the 
area of the soakaway. The overburden was removed in c. 200mm thick 'spits', using a mechanical excavator 
fitted with a toothless ditching bucket, until the first archaeologically-significant or natural {i.e., geological) 
horizon was exposed. The excavated area was then closely inspected for archaeological deposits, features, 
artefacts and/or ecofacts, with all excavated spoil also checked for disturbed material. 

Each identified archaeological feature and deposit was then recorded on plan and/or section drawings (as 
appropriate), followed by sample-excavation (by hand) to attempt to determine its extent, date, and purpose. 
Each discrete deposit or feature was issued with a unique context number {e.g., context [100]), and described 
in detail on pro-forma recording sheets, specifically in terms of its physical appearance, composition, and 
interrelation with other contexts. 

Artefacts and soil samples were retrieved, and photographs taken, as required. Finally, level readings were 
taken at selected points across the site area, and all drawing locations were referenced to the British National 
Grid. 

Provision was also made to undertake a watching brief during excavations for foundations, on-site 
services/drainage, and during groundworks associated with the formation of the driveway. In view of the 
generally negative results of the preceding works, however, Dr Lott deemed that further observation was 
unnecessary. 

5.0 Results 

The results from the investigation are presented below on an area-by-area basis. In each case the stratigraphic 
sequence is described from earliest {i.e., oldest) to latest. For more comprehensive context descriptions, and 
for details of the pottery and bulk finds recovered, see Appendices C to F, below. 

5.1 Area A - Bungalow 'footprint' (see Figure 3; Colour Plate 2) 

The main development on the site was the erection of a new bungalow, situated along the eastern side of the 
site. The 'footprint' for the new structure measured approximately 17m (N-S) x 12m (E-W), and was stripped 
to a depth of between 550mm and 700mm below the existing ground level. 

The earliest deposit revealed in this area was a layer of mottled, moderately compacted, mid-light brown/mid 
grey/light yellow-brown/light orange silty sand and flint gravel, [111], which was present at a nominal height 
of 30.25m O.D. This deposit was seen in all investigated areas across the site, and represents the upper extent 
of the natural {i.e., geological) strata. 

It was overlain by a layer of mid-light brown/yellow-brown silty sand, [110], which was between 70mm and 
100mm thick. This contained only very occasional small flint pieces, and was also present across the site. 

Three features were then revealed cutting into the surface of layers [110] and [111], all concentrated towards 
the northern end of the area. 
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The westernmost of these was a very indistinct cut for a possible pit, [113], which although not fully revealed, 
was probably circular in shape, and between 800mm and 1.0m in diameter. It was filled by [112], a mixture of 
redeposited topsoil and frequent small angular chalk/limestone pieces. A single artefact recovered from this 
fill deposit (a small piece of clay tobacco pipe) indicated a 19 t h century or later date for the feature. 
At the northern edge of the stripped area, immediately to the north-east of cut [113], was a much larger pit-
like feature, [115]. This had steep sides at c. 60 degrees to the horizontal, and measured c. 3.0m (E-W) x 
0.8m+ (N-S) x 300mm (depth), but was only partially revealed within the trench. It appeared to be the 
remains of a possibly circular or oval pit, but equally might perhaps represent the backfilled void left by an 
uprooted tree. 
The fill deposit, [114], featured a mixture of redeposited topsoil, fibrous roots, and limestone/flint pieces, 
together with a number of obviously modern metal items (e.g., drawer/cupboard handles) and twelve sherds 
of pottery. Dating from the bulk of the pottery fragments has indicated a relatively recent date of between the 
late-18 th and 20 t h centuries for the feature, although three further fragments of 3 r century date, reinforce the 
possibility of Roman occupation in the vicinity. 
The final feature in Area A was then revealed immediately to the south of [115], in the form of a shallow, 
generally oval, cut for a-small pit, [122], which measured approximately 1.3m (N-S) x 0.8m (E-W), and was 
200mm deep. 
It was filled by [121], a further deposit of disturbed topsoil, which contained only occasional small pieces of 
limestone/flint, and infrequent small pieces of pottery and tile. The feature is most likely to date from the 19 t h-
20 t h century, although one sherd of pottery dating from between the 13 t h and 15 t h centuries, and one piece of 
tile from the 13 t h to 17 t h centuries, suggest the possibility of medieval activity in the area. 
The various features and deposits were then overlain by the topsoil layer present across the site (which in 
Area A was identified as context [101]). This comprised a mid (slightly grey-) brown sandy, silty soil, 
containing small fibrous roots and well-dispersed, angular stone inclusions, with a thin covering of lawn turf 
at its upper boundary. In Area A, this layer was up to 600mm thick, and contained pottery and tile fragments 
dating to between the 18 t h and 20 t h centuries. 

5.2 Area B - Soakaway (see Figures 3 & 4; Colour Plate 3) 
The second area to be investigated was the nominally 2m square trench for the construction of a soakaway, 
situated towards the north-western corner of the site. 
The earliest deposits revealed in this area were the natural sand and gravel, [111] (appearing at a nominal 
height of 30.00m O.D.), and the overlying layer of silty sand, [110], both as seen previously in Area A. 
In this location, layer [110] was cut by a series of three post-holes, each present towards the south-western 
corner of the excavated area. 
The largest of these was [105], a generally circular cut with almost vertical sides, approximately 350mm in 
diameter and 200mm-250mm deep. It was filled by [104], a moderately compacted, friable, mid grey-brown 
sandy silt, containing only very occasional small flint inclusions, and a single piece of glass from a 19 t h 

century soda water bottle. 
To the east of [105], the two remaining post-holes were present, lying immediately adjacent to one another, 
close to the centre of the trench. 
The more northerly of the pair, [107], was again generally circular and vertically-sided, but was 200mm in 
diameter and 400mm-450mm deep. Its partner to the south, [109], was slightly larger in diameter at 230mm-
250mm, but was only 200mm-250mm deep. 
The two fill deposits, [106] and [108], respectively, were both moderately compacted, friable, mid grey sandy 
silt, each containing very occasional flint inclusions. The only dateable artefact produced by the two fill 
deposits came from [106] in the form of a fragment of 19 t h century clay tobacco pipe. 
All of the features were then overlain by topsoil layer [102], which was identical to [101] seen in Area A. In 
Area B, finds recovered from the topsoil indicated a 19 t h to 20 t h century date, although again, fragments from 
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earlier periods were represented, with three sherds of later-3 r d or 4 t h century Roman pottery, and a single sherd 
of late 13 t h to 14 t h century medieval pottery also recovered. 

5.3 Area C - Garage 'footprint' (see Figure 3; Colour Plate 4) 
The final area to be excavated was situated in the south-western corner of the site, and formed the 'footprint' 
for the detached garage, measuring approximately 6m square. 
The natural sand and gravel layer, [111] was again present in this part of the site, at a nominal height of 
30.00m O.D., as was the overlying silty sand, [110], as seen in Areas A and B. 
Above this level, however, only obviously modern features and deposits were present in the trench. The 
features comprised five rubbish pits, of which three ([116], [117], and [118]) were circular, one ([119]) was 
rectangular, and one ([120]) was square. 
The circular pits were each between approximately 600mm and 700mm in diameter, and each contained 
mixed fills of redeposited topsoil and modern rubbish, including machine-made red brick, glass bottles, 
modern pottery, a leather boot, and whole (heavily rusted) tin cans. 
The rectangular rubbish pit, [119], measured approximately 1.3m (N-S) x 2m (E-W), and contained a similar 
mixed fill of redeposited topsoil and modern rubbish, this time including a metal leaf-spring, metal strap 
hinges, red bricks, rusting corrugated tin sheet, and ash/clinker. 
Finally, the remaining pit, [120], was approximately 1.5m square, and was again filled with redeposited 
topsoil and modern rubbish including wood, metal, pottery, and brick/tile. 
Given their obviously modern origins, no attempts were made to further excavate any of these features. 
As with the two previous trenches, a thick layer of topsoil was then present across the area, sealing all the 
features. This was identical in composition to that seen before, but in Area C was identified as context [103]. 
Finds recovered from the topsoil included pottery dating from the 19 t h and 20 t h centuries, and a single piece of 
18 t h century or later clay tobacco pipe. 

In addition to the above, context [100] was allocated to unstratified finds recovered from the general site area 
and the spoil-heaps, and included two pieces of Roman greyware pottery (including a fragment of a curved 
rim jar, likely to date from the 3 r d century), and two sherds of 13 t h to 15 t h century pottery. 

6.0 Discussion of Results and Conclusions 
As indicated above, this investigation was designed to secure an archive record of any archaeological material 
threatened by the development, and in that respect has proved to be an appropriate response under the 
circumstances. 
In spite of its apparent potential, however, the results of this project have provided no direct evidence for 
ancient occupation on the site itself, and no obviously early remains were revealed. 
The numerous features that were uncovered in the course of the project, date almost exclusively to the 19 t h 

and 20 t h centuries, and no feature can be conclusively dated to earlier than the 18 t h century. 
A small assemblage of earlier pottery was recovered, however, most prominently originating from the Roman 
period, and this does at least give some confirmation of earlier occupation nearby, as attested by previous 
projects. 
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9.0 Summary of Site Details 
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Appendix A 

Archive Deposition 

The archive comprises: 

No. Description 

1 Site diary 
23 Context records 
4 Scale drawings 
2 copies Report (plus digital copy on CD) 
1 set Colour negatives 
1 assemblage Roman pottery (as detailed in Appendix D, below) 
1 assemblage Post-Roman pottery and ceramic building material (as detailed in Appendix E, below) 
1 assemblage Bullcfinds (as detailed in Appendix F, below) 
Various Miscellaneous supporting documentation 

The primary archive material, as detailed above, is currently held by : 

Lines Archaeo-tech, 
50 High Street, 
Martin, 
Lincolnshire, 
LN4 3QT 

It is intended that transfer to the City and County Museum, 12 Friars Lane, Lincoln, LN2 5AL, in accordance 
with current published requirements, under Museum Accession Number 2005.95, will be undertaken 
following completion of this project. 
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Appendix B 

Colour Plates 

• H sps swap 
-. 

Plate 1: General view of site, with excavation for Area A underway - looking north 

Plate 2: General view of Area A (bungalow 'footprint') - looking north 
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Appendix B (continued) 

Colour Plates 

Plate 3: Overall view of Area B (soakaway trench) - looking west 

Plate 4: General view of Area C (garage 'footprint') - looking south 
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Appendix C 

Context Listing 

Context No. Area Description 

[100] Site Unstratified finds - general site area 

[101] A Topsoil layer (main bungalow footprint) - same as [102] 
[102] B Topsoil layer (soakaway) - moderately compacted, friable, mid (slightly grey-) brown sandy, 

silty topsoil; contains occasional-moderately frequent small fibrous roots & moderately 
frequent, well-dispersed, angular stone inclusions (predominantly flint, but some limestone); 
bears a thin covering of lawn turf at upper boundary; c. 600mm thick 

[103] C Topsoil layer (garage footprint) - same as [102] 
[104] B Fill of posthole [105] - moderately compacted, friable, mid grey-brown sandy silt; contains 

only very occasional small flint inclusions 
[105] B Cut for posthole - generally circular cut with almost vertical sides breaking sharply from the 

surface, and turning to form a very slightly rounded base; 350mm in diameter and 200mm-
250mm deep 

[106] B Fill of posthole [107] - moderately compacted, friable, mid grey sandy silt; contains very 
occasional small-medium sized, irregularly-shaped flint inclusions 

[107] B Cut for posthole - generally circular, vertically-sided, cut with sharp break at the surface, and 
an abrupt turn to form a rounded base; 200mm in diameter and 400mm-450mm deep 

[108] B Fill of posthole [109] - moderately compacted, friable, mid grey-brown sandy silt; contains 
only very infrequent small flint inclusions 

[109] B Cut for posthole - generally circular cut with vertical sides breaking sharply from the surface, 
and turning to form a slightly rounded base; 230mm-250mm in diameter and 200mm-250mm 
deep 

[110] Site Subsoil layer/natural 'interface' - well-moderately compacted, mid-light brown/yellow-brown 
silty sand; contains only very occasional small flint pieces; between 70mm and 100mm thick 

[111] Site Natural (i.e., geological) sand layer - mottled, moderately compacted, mid-light brown/mid 
grey/light yellow-brown/light orange silty sand; contains only occasional-moderately frequent 
small-medium sized, irregularly-shaped flint pieces 

[112] A Fill of possible pit [113] - moderately compacted, friable, redeposited topsoil [101] mixed 
with frequent small angular chalk/limestone pieces 

[113] A Cut for possible pit - very indistinct, probably circular; not fully revealed 
[114] A Fill of large pit/tree bole [115] - redeposited topsoil [101], containing frequent small-medium 

sized fibrous roots, modern metal items (drawer/cupboard handles), modern pot/tile 
fragments, and some limestone/flint pieces 

[115] A Cut for large pit/tree root - part-revealed, possibly circular/oval cut (or possibly the backfilled 
void left by an uprooted tree); steep sides at c. 60 degrees to the horizontal; revealed section 
measures c. 3m (E-W) x 0.8m (N-S), and is at least 300mm deep 

[116] C Modern rubbish pit - mixed fill of redeposited topsoil [103] and modern rubbish including 
modern (machine-made) red brick (with 3 x circular 'keying' holes); roughly circular, 600mm 
in diameter - not excavated 

[117] C Modern rubbish pit - mixed fill of redeposited topsoil [103] and modern rubbish including 
modern glass bottles, and modern pottery; roughly circular, 600mm in diameter - not 
excavated 

[118] c Modern rubbish pit - mixed fill of redeposited topsoil [103] and modern rubbish including a 
leather boot, tin cans, modern glass bottles, and modern pottery; roughly circular, 700mm in 
diameter - not excavated 

[119] c Rectilinear modern rubbish pit - mixed fill of redeposited topsoil [103] and modern rubbish 
including a metal leaf-spring, metal strap hinges, modern (machine-made) red bricks, rusting 
tin sheet, and ash/clinker; approximately 1.3m (N-S) x 2m (E-W) - not excavated 

[120] c Square modern rubbish pit - very mixed fill of redeposited topsoil [103] and modern rubbish 
including a wood, metal, pottery, and brick/tile; approximately 1.5m square - not excavated 

[121] A Fill of small pit [122] - redeposited topsoil [101]; contains occasional small pieces of pot, 
and occasional small pieces of limestone/flint 

[122] A Cut for small pit - shallow, generally oval cut feature; only rounded base revealed; 1.3m (N-
S) x 0.8m (E-W), and 200mm deep 
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Appendix D 

Roman pottery: Archive Report & Database 

Margaret J. Darling, M.Phil., F.S.A., M.I.F.A. 

1) Roman Pottery Archive Report 

1.1 Quantity And Condition 

The Roman pottery consists of eight sherds, weighing 145g, from three contexts. The condition is average, 
and no problems are anticipated for long term storage. The pottery has been archived using count and weight 
as measures according to the guidelines laid down for the minimum archive by The Study Group for Roman 
Pottery. The database is below and will be curated for future study. 

1.2 Details 

Unstratified [100] - The grey curved rim jar fragment is in a fabric and type likely to be more 3rd century than 
earlier. 

Topsoil [102] - A heavy rim from a grey wide-mouthed bowl. This is a type which starts in the mid-3rd 

century, but this example is more likely to belong to the later-3rd or even 4th century. 

Pit or tree root [114] - The Nene Valley colour-coated chip, possibly from a beaker, is of 3rd century date, 
while the two grey body sherds are of a thickness and type likely to be from wide-mouthed bowls or large 
jars. Generally of 3rd century date, but the nature of the body sherds suggests again that these could be later 3rd 

century. 

Pottery from a neighbouring site excavated in 1999 (by Pre-Construct Archaeology) was of similar later 
Roman date. 

2) Roman Pottery Archive Database 

Context no. Fabric Form Manuf+ Ves Altn Draw Details Link Shs Weight (g) 
[100| GREY JCUR - - - - Rim/neck; burnish int rim - 1 17 
[100] GREY - - - - - Body sherd - 1 2 
[1001 ZDATE - - - - - 3rd century prob - - -

[102] GREY BWM - - - - Rim/neck; undercut; heavy 1 32 
[1021 GREY - - - ABR - Body sherds - 2 23 
[102) ZDATE - - Mid-late 3rd century - - -

[1141 NVCC BIC1 - - - - Chip - 1 1 
[114J GREY - - - - - Body sherds; thick; probably 

BWM 
- 2 70 

[114] ZDATE - - - - - 3rd century - - -

Key to Fabric codes: 

GREY Miscellaneous grey wares 
NVCC Nene-Valley colour coated wares 

Key to Form codes: 

JCUR Curved Jar 
BWM Wide-mouthed Bowl 
BK Unclassified Beaker 
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Appendix E 

Post-Roman pottery & ceramic building material: Archive Listings 

Jane Young, Ceramic Consultant 

Post-Roman Pottery Archive 

Context 
number 

Cname Sub fabric Form 
type 

Sherds Vessels Weight 
(g) 

Part Description Date 
(century) 

[100] MEDX dark reduced; 
fine sandy; hard 

jug 1 1 17 body sherd very abraded; thin oxid 
surfaces; abundant very 
fine quartz very fine ca 

13 th-15 th 

[100] TOY jug 1 1 1 body sherd very abraded Late 13 th -
15th 

[101] BL large 
bowl/jar 

1 1 23 body sherd 18th- 19th 

[101] BL drinking 
vessel 

1 1 2 body sherd Mid 17th-
18th 

[101[ NOTS jar? 1 1 14 body sherd decorated; internal grey 
glaze 

Mid 19th -
20th 

l i o n TPW ? 1 1 1 body sherd flake 19 th-20 th 

[102] TOY jug 1 1 6 rim sherd rounded cuff rim Late 13th-
14th 

11021 TPW hollow 1 1 2 body sherd flake 19 th-20 th 

11031 WHITE cup 3 1 34 base & handle 19th_2o«> 
[114] WHITE cup 4 1 14 rim & body 

sherd 
gold paint line 19th - 20th 

[114] SUP red fabric large 
bowl 

8 1 884 body sherd internal white slip & glaze Late 18 th-
20th 

[121] MEDLOC OX/R/OX; fine-
med sandy; hard 

jug/jar 1 1 8 body sherd comm fine-med subround 
quartz mod fe 

13 th-15 th 

Pottery glossary 

BL Black-glazed wares (1550-1750) 
MEDLOC Medieval local fabrics (1150-1450) 
MEDX Non-local medieval fabrics (1150-1450) 
NOTS Nottingham stoneware (1690-1900) 

SLIP Unidentified slipware (1650-1750) 
TOY Toynton medieval ware (1250-1450) 
TPW Transfer-printed ware (1770-1900) 
WHITE Modern whiteware (1850-1900) 

Ceramic Building Material Archive 

Context 
number 

Cname Fabric Fragments Weight (g) Description Date (century) 

[101] PNR OX/R/OX; fine 
sandy 

1 37 comm med subround quartz comm fe; very 
abraded 

Roman to post-
medieval 

[1011 PNRDISC 1 2 flake 19th - 20th 

[121] PNR oxid; fine-med 
sandy 

1 24 abundant fine-med subround quartz; sanded 
underside 

13 th- 17th 

[1211 PANT 1 105 Late 18 th-20 th 

Ceramic building material glossary 

PANT Pantile 
PNR Peg, nib or ridge tile 
PNRDISC Discarded peg, nib or ridge tile 

V 
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Appendix F 

Bulk finds: Archive Listing 

Yvonne Rose, Lines Archaeo-tech 

Bulk Finds Archive 

Context 
number 

Category Count Comments/Weight (g) 

[103] Tobacco pipe 1 Modern; 18th century +; discarded 
[1041 Bottle 1 Modern; 19th century; soda water; discarded 
[1061 Tobacco pipe 1 Modern; 19th century; spur; discarded 
[1061 Stone 1 39g natural flint nodule: spherical; broken; discarded 
[1121 Tobacco pipe 1 Modern; 19th century; decorated spur; discarded 
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