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New tennis court at Brooklet House, Low Road, Osgodby, 
Lincolnshire 

Archaeological Watching Brief 

Non-Technical Summary 

• Brooklet House is located to the south-east of the main settlement of Osgodby, a small village in the 
Lincolnshire district of West Lindsey which lies approximately 5km northwest of Market Rasen, and 22km 
north-east of Lincoln. The extensive property is situated to the south of Low Road, and is reached via a long 
private driveway. 

• Current development proposals involve two independent projects, namely the construction of a tennis court 
to the south-west of the existing dwelling, and a new swimming pool complex to the north (in a position 
currently occupied by a timber stable block). While the planning permission granted by West Lindsey 
District Council (WLDC) encompasses both elements of work, this particular scheme of archaeological 
investigation relates solely to the construction of the tennis court. 

• The proposed court covers an area measuring approximately 24m (N-S) x 11m (E-W), and its construction 
entailed the removal of all existing overburden across the 'footprint' to a depth of approximately 350mm-
500mm. 

• Consultation with Lincolnshire County Council Conservation Services, who act as archaeological advisors to 
WLDC, had shown that the site lay within a known Roman landscape, with a nearby Roman road, and other 
remains present in several locations surrounding the site. In view of this potential, it was recommended that 
an archaeological watching brief be carried out in conjunction with the groundworks, and the planning 
consent was conditioned accordingly. 

• Lines Archaeo-tech was approached by the owner/developer, Mrs Goulding, on the 6th of June 2005 to 
provide a quotation for the required archaeological services, and subsequently commissioned to carry out the 
work. Intermittent site attendance to observe the groundworks was undertaken between the 8th and the 28th of 
June 2005. 

• However, in spite of its apparent potential, the results of this project provided no direct evidence for ancient 
occupation on the site, with only deposits of either recent or natural origin revealed. 

• The generally negative outcome, however, does not undermine the body of existing evidence for preserved 
archaeological remains in the vicinity, which still suggests that any future developments in the village and 
surrounding area have a significant chance of encountering important archaeological remains. 
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New tennis court at Brooklet House, Low Road, Osgodby, 
Lincolnshire 
Archaeological Watching Brief 

1.0 Introduction 
Brooklet House is located to the south-east of the main settlement of Osgodby, a small village in the Lincolnshire 
district of West Lindsey which lies approximately 5km northwest of Market Rasen, and 22km north-east of 
Lincoln. The extensive property is situated to the south of Low Road, and is reached via a long private driveway 
(see Figure 1). 

Current development proposals involve two independent projects, namely the construction of a tennis court to the 
south-west of the existing dwelling, and a new swimming pool complex to the north (in a position currently 
occupied by a timber stable block) (see Figure 2). While the planning permission granted by West Lindsey 
District Council (WLDC) encompasses both elements of work (see 2.0, below), this particular scheme of 
archaeological investigation relates solely to the construction of the tennis court. 

The proposed court covers an area measuring approximately 24m (N-S) x 11m (E-W), and its construction 
entailed the removal of all existing overburden across the 'footprint' to a depth of approximately 350mm-
500mm. 
Consultation with Lincolnshire County Council Conservation Services, who act as archaeological advisors to 
WLDC, had shown that the site lay within a known Roman landscape, with a nearby Roman road, and other 
remains present in several locations surrounding the site. In view of this potential, it was recommended that an 
archaeological watching brief be carried out in conjunction with the groundworks, and the planning consent was 
conditioned accordingly (see 2.0, below). 
Lines Archaeo-tech was approached by the owner/developer, Mrs Goulding, on the 6 t h of June 2005 to provide a 
quotation for the required archaeological services, and subsequently commissioned to carry out the work. 
Intermittent site attendance to observe the groundworks was undertaken between the 8 t h and the 28 t h of June 
2005. 

Notes: 
1) This document is presented on the understanding that further data pertaining to this site may subsequently 
emerge, which may affect the conclusions drawn herein. Lines Archaeo-tech, its employees, and/or principals 
cannot therefore be held responsible for any loss, delay or damage, material or otherwise, arising from use of 
any information contained in this report. 
2) Lines Archaeo-tech has adopted, and subscribes to, the Code of Conduct of the Institute of Field 
Archaeologists, and its Code of Approved Practice for the Regulation of Contractual Arrangements in Field 
Archaeology. 

3) All maps and extracts are reproduced under Ordnance Survey Copyright Licence Number: 100043257 unless 
otherwise credited. 
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2.0 Planning Background 

Full planning consent for the scheme was granted by West Lindsey District Council on the 16th of March 2005 
(Application No.: M05/P/0057), and Part II - Particulars of decision of the Planning Permission included the 
following condition: 

5. The applicant shall arrange for an archaeologist recognised by the District Planning Authority to carry out 
an archaeological watching brief during all stages of the development involving ground disturbance in 
accordance with a scheme to be submitted to, and approved by that authority before development is commenced. 
Such arrangements shall include provision for the observation, recording and recovery of artefactual evidence 
and post-excavation analysis... 

The reason for this condition was given as: 

In order to ensure that satisfactory arrangements are made for the investigation, retrieval and recording of any 
possible archaeological remains on the site and in accordance with policy SA8a of the West Lindsey Local Plan. 

3.0 Archaeological and Historical Background 

The village of Osgodby lies at a nominal elevation of 20m OD, on soils of the Blackwood Association - typically 
deep permeable sandy and coarse loamy soils in glaciofluvial drift (Hodge et al, 1984). These overlie a solid 
geology of Jurassic Ampthill clay (BGS, 1999). 

The name of the village is derived from a combination of the Anglo-Scandinavian personal name Osgot or Osgod 
and the Old Danish word by, and means 'Osgot's farmstead' or ' . . .village' (Cameron, 1998). 

Domesday Book of 1086 shows land in the area held by a wide range of owners, including: the Abbey of S' 
Peter's of Peterborough; the Bishop of Bayeux; Ivo Tallboys; Roger of Poitou; Jocelyn, son of Lambert; Ralph 
Pagnell; Gilbert of Ghent; and the thanes Abba, Sumarlithi, and Siward the priest (Morgan and Thorn, 1986). 

The parish of Osgodby contains considerable evidence for human occupation dating from the prehistoric period. 
The earliest finds have included a number of important Late Neolithic/Early Bronze Age artefacts, with two 
flaked flint daggers now in the City & County Museum (The Collection) at Lincoln. 

During the Roman period, the site lay between the major Roman road running north from Lincoln (Ermine Street, 
now the A15), and the Roman settlements at Market Rasen, Caistor, and further to the east, Louth. Evidence for a 
Roman roadside settlement has been revealed approximately 1.5km to the south-west of the village (Whitwell, 
1992, 75), and a suspected NE-SW Roman road lies to the east and south (SMR reference 50577, see below). 

Within an approximate radius of 0.5km around the site, six find-spots and/or known (or suspected) areas of 
archaeological potential are recorded in the Lincolnshire County Sites and Monuments Record (SMR). In brief, 
the SMR results can be summarised as follows: 

SMR No.: Grid Ref. Description: 
50577 TF 0810/9230-1120/9420 Roman road from Osgodby to Claxby 
51969 TF 0820/9240 Post-medieval pottery 
51995 TF 0861/9186 Possible prehistoric cropmark enclosure 
51996 TF 0834/9268 Ridge and furrow 
52002 TF 0890/9260 Slag found in Osgodby 
53083 TF 0801/9218 Stone paved roadway 

An archaeological watching brief carried out in 2003 at Hedgerows Farm, Mill Lane, Osgodby (approximately 
700m to the south-west of Brooklet House at TF 0785/9180) revealed only natural, subsoil and topsoil deposits 
with no features or artefacts identified (Cope-Faulkner, 2003). 
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4.0 Methodology 
The Institute of Field Archaeologists' Standard and guidance for an archaeological watching brief, produced in 
1994 (revised 2001), defines an archaeological watching brief as: 
A formal programme of observation and investigation conducted during any operation carried out for non-
archaeological reasons. This will be within a specified area or site on land, inter-tidal zone or underwater, 
where there is a possibility that archaeological deposits may be disturbed or destroyed. The programme will 
result in the preparation of a report and ordered archive. 
Accordingly, this scheme of investigation was designed to: 
a) Produce an archive record of any surviving deposits, remains and artefacts exposed by the development 
groundwork within the constraints of the contractor's working methods, programme, and the particular 
development design; 
b) Produce a project archive for deposition with the appropriate museum together with a client report; 
c) Provide information for accession to the Lincolnshire Historic Environment Record/Sites and Monuments 
Record. 
To achieve these objectives, an archaeologist from Lines Archaeo-tech attended site to observe all enabling 
groundwork (e.g., removal of top-soil or other overburden and/or any general lowering of ground levels), 
foundation trenching, and excavation for services/drainage as required. 
Each discrete archaeological deposit or feature thus revealed was issued with a unique context number (e.g., 
context [100]), and described in detail on pro-forma recording sheets, specifically in terms of its physical 
appearance, composition, and interrelation with other contexts. Any disturbed artefacts were recovered from site 
spoil heaps and, where present, from stratified deposits. Photographs were also taken, and plan and/or section 
drawings produced, as required. 

5.0 Results 
The stratigraphic sequence revealed by the watching brief was consistent across the site and comprised just two 
stratified deposits (see Appendix C). 
The earliest of these was a layer of mixed/mottled sand, [102], which ranged in colour from light brown/yellow-
brown to mid brown/orange, and contained no obvious inclusions. It was revealed at the limit of excavation 
(L.O.E.) across the whole stripped area, and represents the upper extent of the natural (i.e., geological) strata. 
A 350mm thick layer of topsoil was then present across the site, comprising a moderately compacted mid grey 
brown very sandy, silty soil, [101]. This again contained no obvious inclusions, other than a sparse covering of 
coarse grass at its upper boundary. 
A further context, [100], was issued to identify any unstratified finds recovered during the course of the 
excavation, but in the event no such material was revealed. 

6.0 Discussion of Results and Conclusions 
As outlined above, this investigation was designed to secure an archive record of any archaeological material 
threatened by the development, and in that respect has proved to be an appropriate response under the 
circumstances. 
In spite of its apparent potential, however, the results of this project provided no direct evidence for ancient 
occupation on the site, with only deposits of either recent or natural origin revealed. 
The generally negative outcome, however, does not undermine the body of existing evidence for preserved 
archaeological remains in the vicinity, which still suggests that any future developments in the village and 
surrounding area have a significant chance of encountering important archaeological remains. 
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9.0 Summary of Site Details 

Site Code: 
Museum Accession Number: 
Planning Application Number: 
Supervising Archaeologist: 
NGR: 
Civil Parish: 
Date of Intervention: 
Type of Intervention: 
Undertaken for: 

OBH05 
2005.136 
M05/P/0057 
K. Wragg 
TF 0840/9227 
Osgodby 
8th and 28th June 2005 
Archaeological Watching Brief 
Mrs Goulding, Brooklet House, Low Road, Osgodby, Lincolnshire, LN8 3SZ 
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Appendix A 

Archive Deposition 

The archive comprises: 

No. Description 

1 
3 
2 

Context records 
Scale drawings 

Site diary 

2 copies 
1 set 
Various 

Report (plus digital copy on CD) 
Colour negatives 
Miscellaneous supporting documentation 

The primary archive material, as detailed above, is currently held by : 

Lines Archaeo-tech, 
50 High Street, 
Martin, 
Lincolnshire, 
LN43QT 

It is intended that transfer to the City and County Museum, 12 Friars Lane, Lincoln, LN2 5AL, in accordance 
with current published requirements, under Museum Accession Number 2005.136, will be undertaken following 
completion of this project. 
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Appendix B 

Colour Plates 

Plate 1: General view of partly stripped area - looking north-west 

Plate 2: General view of southern half of stripped area, with tennis court base preparation in progress - looking south-west 
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Appendix C 
Context Listing 
Context No. Description 

[100] Unstratified finds - general site area 
[101] Topsoil layer - moderately compacted, slightly friable, mid grey-brown very sandy silt; 

contains no obvious inclusions; bears a sparse covering of coarse grass at the upper 
boundary; c. 350mm thick 

[102] Natural (i.e., geological) sand layer - mixed/mottled sand - ranging in colour from light 
brown/yellow-brown to mid brown/orange; no obvious inclusions; only revealed at the 
limit of excavation (L.O.E.) 
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