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Results of an Archaeological Watching Brief: 
On land to the rear of Church Farm Billingborough, Lincolnshire 
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Results of an Archaeological Watching Brief: 
On land to the rear of Church Farm Billingborough, Lincolnshire 

SUMMARY 

1.1 Planning permission was granted for the reconstruction of three barns to form 3 
dwellings, with associated services on land to the rear of Church Farm, 10 Low 
Street, Billingborough, Lincolnshire (NCR TF 118 343). A condition of the 
planning permission required an archaeological watching brief to be undertaken 
during ground works. 

1.2 The fieldwork and subsequent reporting, was undertaken according to this 
document and within nationally recognised archaeological guidelines. 

1.3 The watching brief recorded the presence of part of the old footings for the 
removed barn directly onto the natural geology. The remainder of the footings 
were excavated through a re-deposited layer of mixed top-soil and sub-soil 
containing building rubble which was moved during earlier work on the 
development site. An undated linear ditch lying east - west was seen in the north 
of the footings. No archaeological artefacts were recovered. 

2.0 SITE LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION 
2.1 Billingborough is located 26km east of Grantham in the administrative district of 

South Kesteven. The site is located in the centre of Billingborough village and 
was occupied by stone/brick built barns and sheds (see Figure 2). The 
development area is centred on NGR TF 118 343. The underlying geology is fen 
gravel (BGS 1:50000 Solid and Drift Edition - Bourne Sheet 143) 

3.0 PLANNING BACKGROUND 
3.1 Lanbrook Estates Ltd purchased the development site from Mr & Mrs. Acton who 

had submitted a planning application to South Kesteven District Council for the 
reconstruction of three barns to form 3 dwellings, on the site. As a condition of the 
planning permission an archaeological watching brief had to be maintained during 
ground works. An earlier watching brief on the site (S03/0132/09) had been 
undertaken to the west. 

3.2 A specification detailing the methodology to be maintained during the watching 
brief was prepared and the fieldwork was undertaken in accordance with that 
document and current best archaeological practices and the appropriate national 
standards and guidance including: 

Management of Archaeological Projects (English Heritage 1991); 
Code of Conduct (Institute of Field Archaeologists 1999); 
Standard and Guidance for Archaeological Watching Briefs (Institute of 
Field Archaeologists 1999). 
Lincolnshire Archaeological Handbook (LCC 1998). 

3.3 The watching brief was undertaken by Martin Griffiths PG Dip. BA(Hons), AIFA 
in June 2005'. 
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4.0 ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND 
4.1 Billingborough village lies on the fen edge, the earliest archaeological evidence 

of interest dates to the Bronze Age. Romano-British and Medieval remains are 
also recorded in the vicinity. 

4.2 The 14th century Church of St Andrew is directly opposite the development site 
with a graveyard to the side of the proposed new dwelling. An earlier watching 
brief to the west, within the site boundaries recorded undated ditches. 

5.0 AIMS 
The aim of the watching brief was to: 

a) to monitor ground disturbance during the course of development 
b) to ensure the recording of the extent, condition, character, quality and date 

of any archaeological deposits and features where they may not be left in-
situ; 

c) to report on the results of the watching brief and place them within their 
Local, Regional or National context 

6.0 METHODOLOGY 
6.1 An archaeological watching brief was undertaken during ground works associated 

with the construction of the new build. The watching brief was undertaken on a 
comprehensive/intensive basis. The preferred method of construction was strip 
foundations. The site was cleared of debris to a depth of 0.5m prior to setting out. 
The majority of the footings varied in depth from 0.7m to lm in places and were 
excavated using a flat bladed ditching bucket measuring 0.7m wide. 

6.2 The area of the new build was located partially on the footings of an old barn (see 
plates 1,2,3,4 & 5) which had been demolished. The new build called for the 
removal of the old wall remnants. 

6.3 The earliest deposit recorded was the natural orange brown sandy gravel (103) and 
considered to be the natural geology. This was cut by the old footings and a ditch 
or possible natural channel [104], This undated linear ditch (see plate 6) was seen 
in the north of the footings and was aligned east-west. This ditch [104] contained 
a grey brown silty clay fill (105) which was not excavated due to the depth of the 
footings having been reached. It measured approximately 1.3m in width. No 
archaeological finds were seen in the deposits. 

6.4 The channel could be associated with channels seen in an earlier watching brief on 
the site which were considered to be of natural origin. The correct profile of the 
cut could not be ascertained due to limits of excavation. The natural geology and 
ditch was sealed by a 0.3m thick layer of brown silty sub-soil (102). This layer 
contained a large amount of building rubble and much of it had been disturbed by 
the earlier clearing of the site during demolition of the old buildings. Wet weather 
during the original development had caused a large amount of disturbance as 
machinery churned up the site. 

6.5 The original area had been stripped of top-soil during the earlier phase of the 
development. This area had been sealed by a dark brown silty loam under grass 
(101) which had surrounded the northern end of the old barn. 
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7.0 DISCUSSION 
7.1 The archaeological watching brief recorded the presence of partial footings from 

the old barn which had been demolished and a ditch or channel lying east - west. 
The channel seen in the north of the footings may be associated with channels 
recorded in an earlier watching brief on the site. Although this channel was not 
excavated it is considered most likely that it had a similar depth and function to 
the earlier ones excavated. No archaeological material was recovered from the 
earlier features or from the topsoil. It is therefore difficult to assign a date to them. 

7.2 With the close proximity to the church and within the centre of medieval 
settlement of Billingborough, a medieval date would be appropriate. The depth of 
subsoil and topsoil would suggest that the site had deliberately been in-filled. 

7.3 In conclusion, the watching brief indicates the continuation of channels on the 
site, an indication that the site was once on the fen edge. There was no indication 
of any settlement or other activity in the area of the new build. However, it is 
likely that the extent of disturbance on site may have removed shallower features. 
The area for the remaining two new builds is in an area which has been 
extensively cleared of rubble and has been repeatedly disturbed by the previous 
barns and outbuildings. It is considered most unlikely that any further 
archaeological advantage can be achieved by continuing the watching brief for the 
remainder of the development. Following consultation with the Planning 
Archaeologist, an early end to the watching brief was made. 
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8.0 FIGURES 

Figure 1. Site location plan. 

Figure 2. Development plan showing location of features 

Figure 3. Representative section of footings. 
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Figure 1. Site location 
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Figure2 Footings Plan (taken from architects plan) 
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9.0 PLATES 

Plate 1. Showing original barn on right of picture. 

Plate 2. Original barn looking west. 

Plate 3. Site after clearance showing rubble. 

Plate 4. Showing rubble and re-deposited soil onto natural. 

Plate 5. Showing part of old footings on site. 

Plate 6. Showing old ditch or channel in north of footings. 



i « 

« 

Plate 2. Original barn looking west 

Plate 1 Showing original barn on right of picture. 
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Plate 3. Site after clearance showing rubble. 

Plate 4. Showing rubble and re-deposited soil onto natural. 



Plate 5. Showing part of old footings on site. 

Plate 6. Showing old ditch or channel in north of footings. 
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APPENDIX A: CONTEXT SUMMARY 

Context Location Description Interpretation 
101 Footings Dark brown silly loam Topsoil 
102 Footings Brown silty soil Subsoil 
103 Footings Orange brown sandy gravel Natural geology 
104 Footings East - West linear channel Natural channel/Ditch [104] 
105 Footings Dark brown/black silty clay Fill of cut [104] 
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