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Introduction 
Geophysical survey of the proposed development site identified 
several areas of high magnetic anomalies where archaeological 
remains might be present. These were excavated to ascertain the 
nature and quality of the archaeology. 
Excavations 
Trench I, which was dug by hand in the north-west ;corner of the 
site, produced large quantities of Torksey Ware pottery (dating 
from C.AD900-1200) but no features were discovered. Six large 
pieces of iron fencing were found in the topsoil which 
accounted for the high readings in this area. 

The overburden in Trench I was 0.85m in depth so a JCB was 
used to excavate the other three trenches. 

Trench II was dug in the south west corner of -Grid 1. The 
overburden was even deeper at this point, being 1.50m in depth. 
Very few pottery sherds were -- recovered,, all ^of^which .were. 
Torksey Wares and no features were recorded. 

Trench III was dug 5 metres south of, and parallel to, the 
north boundary of the field and was c.25m in length. At the 
west end a few pottery sherds were recovered. A concentration 
of large sherds was located c.llm along the trench and at 
18.50m the disturbed remains of two human burials were 
discovered. One burial was virtually complete but the bones had 
been displaced. However, the pelvis and left femur were 
articulated showing that the body was in situ. The lower legs 
of a second burial lay to the east and further human bones 
were seen in the sides of the trench. The burials appear to 
have been dis turbed by ploughing of the land. Mixed in amongst 
the graves were quantities of Torksey Wares but there was no 
direct evidence of their date. However, their alignment West-
East, with the head to the west, and the absence of associated 
grave goods, suggests that they were Christian. The parish 
church (St Peter's) lies several hundred metres to the north 
and a second (St Mary's), long gone, lay nearby to the east. A 
third church, All Saints, has not been located and it is just 
possible that these graves belong to it. (Location of Christian 
burials was strictly regulated.) 

A circular anomaly in Grid 4 which had been interpreted as a 
possible kiln was also investigated. Trench IV was dug through 
the middle of this feature and part of a large pit was found 
which contained large quantities of Torksey Ware pottery, a few 
animal bones and charcoal. (The presence of the charcoal 
probably accounts for the higher readings in this area.) The 
pit continued beyond the edge of the trench and although it was 
probably a rubbish pit it is just possible that it was the 
stokehole (where the ashes are raked out) of a kiln. 



North of the pit were the remains of two burials, aligned East-
West like the two in Trencn [II, The legs of one body were 
overlain by part of a skull and other disturbed bones. The feet 
of this burial had been cut away by a second burial whose skull 
was recorded. (The rest of this burial lies beyond the trench ) 
Both burials were disturbed when a pit was dug into the top of 
them. Torksey Ware pottery was found above the burials and to a 
lesser extent amongst the bones. 

In addition, ten silver short cross pennies were found 
scattered around the skull of the second bur ial. These were 
probably deposited, not at the time of burial but when the 
later pit was dug because some were found in the disturbed area 
between the two graves. Preliminary dating of the coins is to 
the late 11th century and further confirms the suggestion that 
the burials are early Christian in date. 

Conclusions 
The four excavation trenches were dug to establish the 
archaeological potential of the site. Areas which gave- high 
readings on the geophysical survey were investigated. It was 
intended to dig a trench close to" the "road -but~the^resenceaof 
an electric cable meant that it was too risky to investigate 
without prior knowledge of its course. 
No conclusive evidence for pottery kilns was found in the 
explora tory trenches a1 though one pit contained a lot of 
charcoal and Torksey Ware pottery may be part of a kiln 
stokehole. 

The four burials on the site are of great interest because they 
may be associated with the third, lost parish church of 
Torksey. 

The silver pennies are probably an isolated find, with no 
specific archaeological implications for the surrounding area 
but their importance lies in the fact that they may have been 
part of a hoard and have also helped to date the burials. 

Recommendations 
The archaeological remains are present in an horizon c.0.50m 
below the present ground level extending to a depth of c.l.lOm. 
It seems likely therefore that the construction of strip 
foundations for houses will cut through these remains. Given 
the importance of the discoveries made in the machine trenches 
it is recommended that further area excavation should be 
carried out on the site prior to development. The extent of the 
cemetery needs to be determined and fuller investigation of the 
land adjacent to the main road is also desirable. 

Naomi Field 
April 11th 1990 



SITE : torksey Plotting parameters 

Minimum 0.00 -100.00 % 0.12 SD 
Maximum 40.00 -328.9G % 0.40 SD 
Contrast 1.0 Intensity Multiplier 2.0 

MESH : torksey 
Metres 
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Castle Farm Torksey 
Location of excavation trenches 



TRENCH IV 

Outline of charcoal-stained pit (left). Disturbed burials 
centre. Skull just visible above left hand red segment of 
scale. 

Six of the silver coins as found showing disturbed legs o 
burial above and skull of earlier burial below, above red 
segment of scale. 



TRENCH III 

View looking west. 
Scale shows location 
of burials 

Disturbed burial, skull 
to right and pottery in 
foreground. (Scale 1 m) 



TRENCH IV 
Legs of burial after removal of disturbed bones 

Skull of earlier burial with coin on lower left 



Castle Farm Torksey 
X-ray-of ten silver pennies. 


