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Iuli.udii't fon 

Four evaluation trenches were excavated by the Trust for 

Lincolnshire Archaeology between 11th April and 20th May 1988. The 

objective was to establish the depth, quality and extent of archaeological 

depoats within the area of proposed development surrounding Pescod Hall, 

Boston* 

Historical Background 

Boston is first mentioned in the Registrum Antiquissrinum of Lincoln 

Cathedral in A.D. 1090. However, at the present time no archaeological 

evidence has been recovered to substantiate the existence of an eleventh 

century settlement beneath the modern town. The origins and growth of 

the town may be attributed to the 12th century; Boston's coastal location 

provided an entrepot suitable for the transshipment of goods from sea k-^aw 

gcdng vessels to smaller craft capable of navigating the course of the 

Witham to Lincoln. By the 13th century Boston had grown prosperous, with 

a network of continental trade contacts centred on the export of wool to 

the low countries and beyond. 

Pescod Hall and Environs 

The area of proposed development includes the original site of 

Pescod Hall (constructed A.D. 1450), both sides of Silver Street and part 

of the street frontage onto Bargate (Fig.1.). 

In the twelfth century Boston was bounded on the eastern side by a 

ditch and bank that served as an open sewer. This 1 Banff rrh! was later 

capped with brickwork and for part of its course runs through the 

development site. From documentary sources it is clear that Silver Street 

and the portion of land im mediately to the east of the Barditch was 

utilised is) some way at least as eaiiy as the 13th century. Expansion of ^ 

settlement beyond the original settlement nucleus may have been 

encouraged by the creation of a cattle and horse market outside the 

Bargate. 



Figure 1 



Archaeological Method 

The four trenches chosen for excavation were deliberately small and 

widely spaced, so as to provide a rapid indication of the survival of 

deposits wdtlv^e)proposed development area (Fig.2.). The specific location 

of each trench was determined by a number of factors, not least the need 

to maintain access to car parks at the rear of Oldrids and the former 

Gateways store. 

Trench 1 was located as close as possible to Silver Street, in the hope 

of tracing the medieval street frontage. 

Trench 2 was originally intended to lie in a contemporary position, 

further along the street next to number 11 Silver Street. Discussion with 

local residents however, and the consultation of an earLy edition of the 

O.S. indicated that this trench would strike into the infilled cellar of 

number 13 Silver Street, demolished in the 1970's. The position of trench 

2 was accordingly re-sited away from the street frontage, in an area 

shown on. Hall's map of 1741 to be a garden (Fig.3). 

Trench 3 aimed to provide evidence for the frontage on the other side of 

Silver Street to trenches 1 and 2. 

Trench 4 inside the farmer Gateway's food store. This was intended to 

trace structures fronting onto Bargate. The precise location of the trench 

within the store was a compromise between the desire to examine the 

street frontage without risking structural damage to the existing 

building. 

Where possible all archaeological features were excavated by hand 

and were drawn, photographed and recorded. AH major trench sections were 

drawn. The photographs, plans and additional archive material is deposited 

in the premises of the Trust for Lincolnshire Archaeology, 28 Boston Road, 

SQeafard. 
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Results 

Trench 1 (Fig, 4.) 

A trench measuring c.3m x 5in sq. was cut into Oldrids car park, at a 

paint fronting onto SiLvs1 Street. An average depth of c.O.Am of 

overburden was machined off the trench, comprising dark sail, mortar and 

brick rubble (004). Removal of this layer exposed a brick wall (005) 

c.0.3m thick, running out from the eastern section at a right angle to the 

street for a distance of 2.5m. Midway across the trench this wall butted 

up to a cross wall (006), forming a 'T1 shape. The remains of a flagstone 

floor (002) and of one or more brick surfacies and their footings (e.g. 

007, 014-019) were contemporary with these walls. Finds recovered from 

these layers, and the materials used In the construction of the walls are 

consistent with the interpretation that these walls are the re mains of 

number 19 Silver Street, a small brick built 18th century cottage 

demolished in the 1970's. The rear portion of die trench also contained 

comparatively recent features. A brick wall (009) ran parallel to the 

northern section and was traced to a depth of 1.5m (3.20 O.D.) from the 

surface. The wall was roughly finidied, suggesting that it was the 

external face of a cellar lying to the north of the trench. A public 

house, 'The Mason's Arms1 is known to have stood there. The western 

section of the trench contained a further brick feature, probably a 

soakaway (011). 

Hand excavation was continued to a depth of 1.5m (2.90 0J>.) from 

the surface of the car park, producing pottery and domestic refuse dating 

from the 18th century. 

Ground water began seeping into the trench at approximately 0.8m 

below the surface and this severely tempered excavation. It was therefore 

decided to concentrate on a smaller area, 2m x 2m sq., sited in the front 

of the trench close to Silver Street. 

Layers associated with the cottage and its foundations were cleared 

to expose a band of dark brown silt-clay (020). This layer was up to 0.3m 

thick and covered a more compact yellow clay (022). The fact that the 

t 
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clay was fairly flat and compact suggests that it was deliberately laid -

either as a simple floor, or more likely, as a dump deposit Intended to 

level up the ground surface (top at 2.30 O.D.) 

The clay capped several layers of grey^brown sflts (e.g. 025, 026), 

which contained charcoal* brick and broken pantiles. Excavation by hand 

continued to a depth of 2.10m (2.AO O.D.) at which paint work was 

abandoned. 

Two features appeared to cut the day surface (022). A linear gully 

(023) ran roughly north-south across the trench, fflled with mixed brown 

clay, charcoal, mortar and stones. The gully proved to be 0.4m deep and 

flat bottomed, containing several sherds of Bourne type pottery, diating 

from the 15th-16th century. The small area avail able for investigation 

makes interpretation difficult. However, the possibility that this might be 

a soakaway, or even a robber trench for an earlier wall should not be 

entirely dismissed. A second cut feature (029), of uncertain function was 

noted at the junction of the south and east sections. 

Trench 2 (FIjg.5.) 

Trench 2 measured c.3 x 5m sq. and was situated at the rear of 

Oldrids car park, adjacent to Pescod HalL The absence of any compact 

brick rubble beneath the surface of the car park allowed this trench to 

be excavated entirely by hand. 

A brick wall (105) ran north-south across the trench near the 

eastern section and this was identified as being the former garden wall 

of 32/34 Mitre Lane. The top of the wall was two bricks wide and loosely 

bound with yellow mprtar - this was found to overlie a more substantial 

brick wall of at least 11 courses (108). This was followed to a depth of 

1.10m (3.80 O.D.) from the surface. 

Excavation within the trench revealed few discernible archaeological 

features. The top 0.4m contained a tile dump (102) and brick surface 

(104), both no older than 19th century in date. A homogenous dark brown 

silt-loam (106) extenied beneath this, containing an assortment of 18th 
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and 19th century refuse. A well defined rubbish pit (116), of a sLrailHr 

date was identified in the southern section, sealed by a clay plug (115). 

As in trench 1, the centre of the trench was prone to rapid 

waterlogging, which again hampered excavation. Layer (106) was excavated 

by hand to a depth of 1.8m (3.10 O.D.) from the present ground level, 

producing a fine assemblage of 18th century tableware including much 

imparted pottery. Several fragments of Delft ware, including a near 

complete commemorative plate depicting George H were found (see photo, 

back cover). 

A machine sondage excavated to a depth of 2.9m (2.00 O.D.). Grey/blue • 

sOt^day was found at e.2.4m from the surface (2.50 O.D.) and this 

contained sherds of 14th century cooking pots and the sole of a leather 

shoe, also attributable to the 14th century. 

Trench 3 (Fig.6.) 

Trench 3 measured c.3m x 5m sq. and was located in the car park at 

the rear of the former Gateways food store. 

The upper 0.5m was found to consist of brick rubble, levelling tip 

for the car park (201, 202, 203). This was machined o f f . Layers, of 19th 

and 20th century buildings debris and soil continued to a depth of c.l.2m 

( O.D.) from the surface (204-217). A brick wall (209) extended into the 3 . 3 " ^ 

trenches for 1.9m from tie Silver Street end before turning and heading 

off into the southern section. The wall was neatly constructed, using 

18th century bricks and had a well finished rounded comer. Excavation 

traced the wall to a depth of c.l.8m, where it rested upon an offset 

stone plinth. 

It is unlikely that this wall forms part of a cpTlar, as the quality 

of the brickwork suggests that it was at one time visible. A buried sail 

(226) was discovered running up against the foot of the wall and this 

would seem to be the ground level contemporary with the use of the wall, 

in the 18th century. Mr. Tony Gregory has made the useful suggestion that 
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the vail could have been part of an ornate garden, perhaps a raised 

flower bed, or fountain base. 

The remainder of the trench was excavated to a depth of 3.15m by-

machine, blue clay-sflts were encountered at c.2.65ra from the surface 

(2.40 O.D.). No finds were made - however, it may be worth noting that 

water seepage into the trench did not occur until a depth in excess of 2 

metres down was reached. 

Trench 4 

Measured 3m x 5m sq. and was located within the farmer Gateways 

food store. Removal of the reinforced concrete floor revealed several 

18th/19th century features. A brick built cellar (303-304) occupied much 

of the front of the trench, having been deliberately infilled in the late 

18th century. Several roughly built brick walls (e.g. 316 and 338) and a 

tfle floor (305) remained from the townhouse above the cellar. 

The western part of the trench was excavated to a depth of 2.8 m, 

having Miown the least evidence of post-medieval disturbance. A layer of 

crushed limestone (329) and orange sflt-day (330) overlay a sturdy 

limestone and flint cobbled surface (334) at a depth of c.l.5m (3.49 O.D.). 
£ c tr%'' -

Although few dateable objactjwere recovered from above or within the 

cobbled surface on purely stratigraphic grounds may be dated to not later 

than the 15th/16th century. 

An earlier metalled surface (342) was found 0.10m beneath (334). A 

small hand dug sondage c.0.4m sq. extended the trench to a total depth of 

c.2.78m (2.19 O.D.). Several layers of blue/grey silt were noted, (346-349) 

separated by the occasional band of more compact day. Layer (345) 

yielded ^lerds of 14th century cooking pots and (352), near to the base 

of the excavation, contained Sherds of 13th century date. 

The limited area exposed for inspection within the sondage does not 

allow for broader conclusions to be drawn, however it may be tentatively 

suggested that the earliest layers, containing 13th century pottery, n£ay^ c r ̂  

belong to a cess pit, or similar feature. 

-V. 
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S U M M A R Y 

TRENCH 1: Excavated to a total depth of 2.10m. Upper layers comprised 

18th/19th century buildings and rubble. Possible 15th/16th 

century layers found at base. 

TREWCH 2: Excavated to a total depth of 2.9 m. Upper layers 18th/19th 

century rubbish pits. Good assemblage of imported tableware, 

George E plate. Grey/blue aOJb day found at 2.4m, containing 

14th century pottery and a shoe sole. 

TREITCH 3: Excavated to a total depth 3.15 m. Upper layers, 18th/19th 

century. Ornate brickwork possibly part of a formal garden 

(18th century). Grey/blue silts found at 2.65m from surface 

TRENCH 4: Excavated to a total depth of 2.78 m. Upper layers 18th/19th 

century. Evidence for earlier cobbled surfaces (15th/16th 

century). Sondage recovered silt hoozons, possibly cess pit 

fm, containing 13th century pottery; 


