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SUMMARY 
Between the 13 and 24 April 1992, an archaeological evaluation was undertaken by 
Heritage Lincolshire on behalf of Jelson Ltd at Station Road, Stamford, 
Lincolnshire.(N.G.R. TF 02960686). The results are as follows: 
1. The evaluation indicated that there are late Saxon, medieval and post-medieval 

deposits surviving on the site. 
2. The late Saxon deposits, consisting of a large ditch, may be associated with the 

Saxon Borough of Stamford, established in the 10th. century. 
3. The medieval deposits, which comprise a ditch and what appear to be dumped soil 

layers, represent activity which may be associated with the Hospital of St. John 
and St. Thomas (now Lord Burghley's Hospital). 

4. The post-medieval deposits are the result of small-scale land-management. 
5. Approximately lm. of over-burden (building debris) overlay the archaeological 

deposits. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Between the 13 and 24 April 1992, an archaeological evaluation was undertaken by 
Heritage Lincolnshire on behalf of Jelson Ltd at Station Road, Stamford, Lincolnshire 
(National Grid Reference: TF 02960686). (see fig. 1) 

The purpose of the work was to evaluate and assess the impact of proposed development 
works on the archaeological deposits and to establish the extent of any further 
archaeological work which may be required. The site had been a petrol station until 
recently but is currently cleared and disused. 

BACKGROUND 

There is little evidence for any prehistoric settlement at Stamford and the origins of the 
town probably lie in the Roman period with the establishment of the Roman town of Great 
Casterton 3.5km to the north west of present day Stamford. Following the Roman period 
it is likely that a Saxon settlement was established to the north of a ford or fords 
(Stamford means 'stone ford') over the Rivers Welland and Gwash. The strategic 
importance of the position led to the fortification of Stamford by the Danes in the 9th 
century (probably around 877) as one of the five Boroughs of the Danelaw in eastern 
England. This Danish Borough lay immediately to the east of the Saxon village. In 918, 
Edward the Elder ordered the Borough on the south side of the river to be built and 
regained control of the town once again for the English. Nothing remains to indicate the 
position of either the Danish or Saxon Borough but their positions have been estimated 
from topographical evidence and are shown at Fig.2. It is not known when the first 
bridge was built but there was certainly a bridge in existence by 1086. 

The period of Danish rule had raised Stamford's importance as a town and it had become 
a prosperous commercial, military and political centre. This status was maintained when 
it returned to English rule. It had a mint, a market and from the late 9th century had 
developed as a pottery producing centre, manufacturing exceptionally fine pottery (now 
known as Stamford ware). This industry was to flourish into the 13th century. 

By the time of the conquest, Stamford was a well populated and highly organised town 
extending on both sides of the river. A small castle was established on the north side 
around 1086. The town's prosperity attracted the religious orders and, during the 12th 
and 13th centuries, six religious houses were founded on the periphery of the town. The 
river continued to support commerce in Stamford through the 13th century and it was an 
important collecting point for shipments of wool bound for Flanders via Boston. The 
medieval town walls were constructed in stone in the mid 13th century, and probably 
replaced an earlier earth and timber wall. 

By the mid 14th century changing markets and productions centres began the decline of 
prosperity and population of the town that was to last until Stamford's revival at the 
beginning of the 17th century. Improvements in industry and transport (notably the 
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FIG. 2 
MAP SHOWING POSITIONS OF DANISH AND SAXON BOROUGHS. 

(After R.C.H.M.(E) 1977.) 



introduction of long-distance coach services on the Great North Road) led to the 
revitalisation of the town's commercial functions which has lasted through to the present 
century. 

Station Road (see fig. 3) lies on the south bank of the River Welland, adjacent to 
Wothorpe Road, a line of communication to and from Stamford which is probably Saxon 
in origin. Immediately east of the evaluation area lies Lord Burghley's Hospital (formerly 
the Hospital of St. John and St. Thomas), founded between 1170 and 1180. Only the 
eastern end of the hospital is 12th. century in date, the western range of hospital buildings 
being constructed during the 16th./17th. centuries. 

Excavations east of Station Road at Water Street and High Street St. Martins, undertaken 
during the 1960's (Mahany, C.F., Burchard, A. and Simpson, G., 1982), produced 
evidence for Saxo-Norman Stamford. 

Cartographic documentation from C 1600 (Mr. Speeds' draught of Stamford taken about 
the year 1600) and 1833 (Plan of the borough of Stamford and St. Martin's Stamford 
Baron, by James A. Knipe) indicates that at the time of these respective surveys, the site 
was situated on open land. 

METHODOLOGY 
Two trenches nominally 14m. x 4m. (trench 1) and 13m. x 3m. (trench 2), were 
excavated by machine (see fig. 3). A concrete slab surface and c. lm. of modern 
overburden were removed to reveal the top of the surviving archaeological deposits. 
Sample excavation then commenced. Each archaeological "context" (e.g. layer, pit cut, pit 
fill etc.) was allocated a unique reference number with a written description. Plan and 
section drawings were made at scales 1:10 and 1:20, and where necessary, a photographic 
record was compiled. 

- 4 -



FIG. 3 
TRENCH LOCATIONS. 
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EVALUATION RESULTS 
The archaeological deposits exposed range in date from the late Saxon period to the 
present. Within each period, a number of archaeological "events" can be identified and 
these have been sub-divided into a number of phases which are set out below, beginning 
with the earliest and progressing to the latest, for each trench. 

Trench 1 (see fig. 4) 

Phase 1. 
Height above Ordnance Datum (O.D.): 20.30m 
This phase is represented by natural alluvial deposits laid down on the southern floodplain 
of the River Welland. 

Phase 2. 
O.D.: 20.28m 
Phase 2 represents the earliest phase of archaeological activity to occur on site, and takes 
the form of a late Saxon ditch [046] aligned NW-SE (c. 9m. length exposed x 1.2m. 
width exposed x 0.83m. deep). This ditch appears to have been deliberately back-filled 
[027], after which two dumped layers [040] and [049] were deposited on top. 

Phase 3. 
O.D.: 20.89m 
Cutting deposits [040] and [049] and cut into the top of [027], was ditch [026], which 
became redundant and silted-up naturally (1.2m. width exposed x 0.70m. deep) 

Phase 4. 
O.D.: 20.96m 
Truncating [026] was pit [050] which after being cut was deliberately back-filled with a 
deposit [023] characterised by a large quantity of small limestone fragments. 

Phase 5. 
O.D.: 21.15m 
Cut into [023] at its eastern extent is a small gulley [022]. Contemporary with or later 
than [022] is a pit [045], the earliest fill of which was a silty-clay [042], over which had 
been dumped a large deposit of limestone rubble. 

Phase 6. 
O.D.: 21.32m 
Sealing [022] and [045] is a flood deposit (alluvium) [020]. 

Phase 7. 
O.D.: 21.34m 
This represents the last phase of archaeological activity on the site and comprises the 
modern accumulation of dumped deposits (consisting of building debris), which underlie 
the present ground surface. 
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TRENCH 2 

Phase 1. 
O.D.: 20.97m 
The earliest phase of archaeological activity in trench 2, was represented by a foundation 
[048], cut into a layer of silty clay [014], which was deposited during an episode of 
flooding. The foundation [048] supported a wall [047], which was in use long enough to 
allow deposits of soil [029] and [012] to accumulate at its base. 

Phase 2. 
O.D.: 21.30m 
At a later undetermined date, the wall [047] was demolished and a layer of clayey silt 
[013] was deposited over the northern remnants of the wall, (see fig. 5) 

Phase 3. 
O.D.: 21.32 
During phase 3 post-hole or gulley [019] (the feature was only seen in section and 
consequently no definite interpretation of its function can be given) was cut into the top of 
[013]. Either contemporary with or earlier than [019] is a gulley [016], which has been 
cut into the top of the southern remnants of [047]. 

Phase 4. 
O.D.: 21.62m 
Phase 4 is represented by what appears to be levelling across the area exposed by trench 
2 The surface has been stripped, thereby truncating the top of contexts [019] and [016] 
and layer [013]. Subsequent to this stripping a top-soil [004] was established. 

Phase 5. 
O.D.: 21.72m 
The soil layer [004] remained undisturbed until a foundation trench [039] was constructed 
and wall [038] was built within it, of which five courses survive. At a later date [039] was 
partially demolished. The remainder of wall [039] was covered by concrete and another 
wall [036] built on top of it. 

Phase 6. 
O.D.: 22.68m 
The final phase of activity involved the demolition of wall [036]. The whole area was 
then back-filled to make up the level for the present concrete surface. 
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FIG. 5 
TRENCH 2 WEST FACING SECTION. 
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CONCLUSION 
The evaluation produced evidence for archaeological activity dating from the llth./12th. 
centuries to the present. 

The ditch [046] in trench 1 may represent evidence for late Saxon activity on the site. 
Although it was aligned E-W diagonally across the trench, its full width could not be 
established, as one edge of the 'cut' lay beyond the limit of the area investigated. 
Therefore, [046] has an absolute minimum width of 1.6m. which would imply that the 
ditch turns through 40 degrees at its southern extent so that its alignment becomes parallel 
with the Welland. However, if the line of the ditch is projected through a straight line 
along its known longitudinal axis, then [046] originates from the southern bank of the 
Welland and continues through the evaluation area out across Station Road. If such is the 
case then the width of this feature would exceed three metres. 

Should the ditch turn beyond the limit of trench 1 then it is likely that it is a boundary 
ditch associated with the establishment of the early medieval Hospital of St. John and St. 
Thomas. However, the dating evidence from the ditch fill [027] (see appendix 1), would 
suggest that it went out use very rapidly. If, however, the ditch continues in a straight line 
then it is possible that it forms the northern boundary of the late Saxon Borough of 
Stamford, the location of which has never been established. The latter postulation would 
seem to be more logical in that it may be the case that the Saxon Borough had expanded to 
such an extent that the original function of its boundary ditches became redundant, and 
were consequently back-filled. 

Subsequent to ditch [046] being back-filled another smaller ditch [026] was excavated, the 
date of which is unknown. Assuming that [046] is indeed related to the Saxon Borough, 
then [026] is likely to be a boundary ditch enclosing land belonging to the Hospital of St. 
John and St. Thomas, which would date it to the 12th. century or later. 

The ditch [026] was allowed to silt-up naturally, after which a large pit [050] of unknown 
function was dug. The pit was not in use for any length of time, as evidenced by the 
absence of primary silting material and the fact that it was deliberately back-filled. Cut 
into the top of the back-filled pit is an undated gulley [022] which remained in use until 
the alluvial deposit [020] filled it. 

The remains of wall [047] in trench 2 do not contain any worked stone nor is there any 
mortar present. It seems reasonable, therefore, to assume that it was not intended for 
structural use but was a boundary or field wall. 

After the demolition of this wall and the accumulation of the clayey silt deposit [013] over 
it, features [016] and [019] were cut into the then present land surface. These features may 
represent small scale land-management. 

Features [016] and [019] went out of use and silted-up naturally, indicating that the area 
underwent a period of abandonment. During the late 19th. century the surface was 
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levelled by being stripped and [004], a top-soil, was deposited on top, possibly with the 
intention of establishing a garden. The garden went out of use when wall [038] and its 
later replacement [036] were built. 
The remaining archaeological deposits in each trench comprise modern over-burden. It is 
worth noting that the over-burden in trench 1 contained several fragments of moulded 
limestone, which have been provisionally interpreted as the remnants of window tracery. 
Unfortunately, it was not possible to retrieve the mouldings as they were firmly wedged in 
the over-burden. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
The archaeological evaluation at the Station Road site has identified significant 
archaeological deposits at a depth of ĉ . 1.00m below the present ground surface. It would 
be preferable to preserve these archaeological deposits in situ and a foundation design 
(perhaps using a concrete raft) might be considered in order to achieve this. 
If any part of the proposed development requires excavations to below 1.00m of the 
present ground surface, full archaeological excavation and recording of these areas should 
be undertaken prior to the start of construction in order to 'preserve by record' the 
archaeological deposits that would otherwise be destroyed. This recommendation applies 
to any works (including the excavation of service trenches) that are undertaken on site. 
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