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SUMMARY 

Between the 10th and the 25th August, 1992, Heritage Lincolnshire 
undertook an archaeological evaluation on behalf of Morrison Shand 
Construction Ltd., on land proposed for the extraction of gravel 
and limestone for the construction of the Sleaford western by-
pass. NGR TF 04704530. 
The evaluation areas were situated on the sides of the Slea 
valley, two miles to the west of Sleaford. 
A geophysical survey using a fluxgate gradicmeter of c. 25% of the 
area was instigated prior to the 'in-ground' investigation of the 
areas to be extracted. This revealed buried anomalies within all 
three fields. 
The geophysical survey was followed by the excavation of 32 trial 
trenches situated over the anomalies located during the 
magnetometer survey and in areas which were apparently blank. 
The trial trenching produced archaeological deposits ranging in 
date from the prehistoric period through to the late 19th century. 
Field One produced several archaeological deposits and features: 
medieval ridge and furrow, a possible prehistoric ditch and late, 
possibly 19th/20th century, field boundary ditches were present. 
Other features were recorded but, unfortunately, no datable 
material was recovered from them. The majority of the features 
recorded lay within the north and north-eastern corner of the 
field. 
The magnetometer survey of Field Six revealed few buried 
anomalies, and during the trial trenching, only four of the 16 
trenches excavated revealed buried archaeological features. 
Several ditches, postholes and part of a possible enclosure were 
recorded but insufficient material was recovered from these 
features to enable them to be dated. 
Field Three was the nost interesting of the three fields which 
were evaluated, with three definite archaeological features 
present: a Roman, sub-rectangular pit; part of a large, possibly 
circular, ditched enclosure; and a prehistoric round barrow 
sealing earlier archaeological features. 
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1.0 INTRiCOJCITCN 

1.1 Between 10 th and 25 th August, 1992, Heritage 
Lincolnshire undertook an archaeological evaluation on 
behalf of Morrison Shand Construction Ltd., on land 
adjacent to Boiling Wells Farm, Sleaford (National Grid 
Reference TF 04704530) . The site formed the proposed 
location of the gravel and limestone extraction pits for 
the construction of the Sleaford western by-pass. 

2.0 TOPOGRAPHY AND GEOLOGY 

Topography 

2.1 The evaluation areas are situated on the side and in the 
base of the Slea valley, two miles west of Sleaford. 

2.2 The topography of the evaluation area falls into two 
main types: flood-plain and valley slope. 

2.3 Fields One and Six are relatively flat, low-lying areas 
forming part of the flood-plain of the River Slea. 

2.4 Field Three lies north-west of Fields One and Six, 
extending south frcm the top of the Slea valley, down 
the side of the valley to its base where it is dissected 
by the course of the River Slea. 

Geology 

2.5 Soils in Lincolnshire, as anywhere, are as much 
influenced by surface vegetation as by their underlying 
rocks. The changes in the character of the soils can be 
influenced by such factors as ground geology, and past 
and present agricultural practices and land utilisation. 
The soils of Lincolnshire are of varying ages; sane, an 
recent river alluvium, are relatively recent whilst 
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others have evolved over thousands of years under the 
direct and indirect influence of man. 

Fields One and Six 

2.6 The underlying geology within Fields One and Six consist 
of calcareous fen sands and gravels, consisting of 
medium grained sand with frequent, sub-rounded, small, 
limestone stones. The origin of the sands and gravels 
is uncertain. 

2.7 Three soil types are present within Fields One and Six: 
brown calcareous sands; humic sandy gley soils; and 
brown calcareous earths. 

2.8 Large parts of Fields One and Six consist of humic-sandy 
gley soil (Greylees series); these occur in small narrow 
strips near the River Slea and constitute former 
meanders of the river. 

2.9 Brown calcareous sands (Newsleaford series) and brown 
calcareous earths (Ruskington series), lie on the 
northern and southern boundaries of the fields. Both 
differ in the thickness of their horizons and each are 
likely to include sane of the other when the -underlying 
gravel subsurface is uneven. 

Field Three 

2.10 Two geological deposits are present within Field Three. 
The most prominent is Lincolnshire Limestone, a middle 
Jurassic deposit which is the oldest exposed in the 
district. This deposit is a well jointed Oolitic 
Limestone with local variation and it forms the 
escarpment which extends nearly the whole length of 
Lincolnshire, known within Kesteven as the Lincoln 
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Heath. Within the extraction area, the limestone forms 
the crest and the sides of the Slea valley. 

2.11 At the base of the valley (the southern end of Field 
Three) are old river sands and gravels deposited after 
the penultimate glaciation, when the old River Witham 
flowed through The Ancaster Gap. 

2.12 Three soil types are present within Field Three: Brown 
Redzinas; Brown calcareous earths; and Humic-sandy gley 
soils. 

2.13 The brown redzinas (Sherbourne series) seal the Jurassic 
limestone forming the upper two thirds of Field Three. 
Brown calcareous earths (Thorn series) are present in 
the lower, southern part of Field Three, sealing sandy 
and gravelly glaciofluvial deposits. Encroaching into 
Field Three at its most southerly point are humic-sandy 
gley soils, which occupy a small area within the Slea 
valley. 
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Fig. 2 Site location plan 



3.0 ARCHAEQLCGICAL SBIT1H5 

3.1 Little is known of any settlensnt close to the area of 
the proposed extraction. The nearest large settlement 
is Sleaford, which is known to have been an important 
settlement since the Iron Age. 

3.2 Prehistoric activity within the area is indicated by the 
discovery of an Iron Age, Gallo-Belgic gold Stater 
(coin) reputedly discovered within the area of grid 
reference TF 04 45, sometime before 1893. 

3.3 Reman and possible prehistoric occupation in the area is 
indicated by the presence of an extensive area of 
crcpnarks in fields to the north and east of the 
extraction areas (TF 046 456 Centre) . These crcpnarks 
consist of extensive rectilinear enclosures and a NE-SW 
aligned, central ' road'; this ' road' appears to continue 
south-west, between Fields Six and Three, into the Slea 
valley. 

3.4 An unknown quantity of Roman coins, (chiefly of 
Constantine) and pottery sherds, including part of a 
dark coloured vase containing a fragment of a small 
'awl-like' implement were found at TF 042 453. 

3.5 Further sherds of Rorian pottery were also recorded at 
TF 042 453. 

3.6 Aerial photographic coverage of the area is limited to 
the known, scheduled crcpnark enclosure to the north and 
east of the extraction area. 
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4.0 MErnSQDOLOGY 

4.1 The first phase of the evaluation consisted of a 
geophysical survey using a magnetometer. This survey 
was carried out in two parts: first, a scan of the 
entire area to identify magnetic ancmalies;; second, a 
detailed survey of the anomalous areas. In total 25% of 
the site was investigated in detail. 

4.2 The second phase of the evaluation consisted of the 
mechanical excavation of 32 trenches, to the level of 
the archeological deposits, sited over ancmalies located 
during the magnetometer survey as well as areas which 
were identified as being "magnetically quiet". The 
purpose of the trial trenching was to determine the 
date, degree of survival, depth and nature of 
archaeological deposits within each individual trench 
and, if possible, to determine the nature of occupation 
within the area as a whole. 

4.3 A single context recording system was employed whereby 
each archaeological feature or layer was recorded 
individually and assigned its own unique number. The 
records consist of a written description of each feature 
and layer, 1:20 scale plans, 1:10 scale section drawings 
and a photographic record. 
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Fig. 3 Trench location plan Field One 
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5.0 EVALUATION RESULTS 

Field One 

5.1 Ten machine excavated trenches were opened within Field 
One, eight of which were situated over anomalies 
pinpointed during the magnetcmeter survey. The 
reinaining two trenches were located in areas defined by 
the survey as 'quiet'. Of the ten trenches recorded, 
nine contained buried archaeological features. These 
were Trenches 1-6 and 8-10; the ranaining 'sterile' 
trench (7) was cleaned and photographed, and the 
ploughsoil recorded. 

Trench. 1 

5.2 The excavation of Trench 1 revealed an E-W aligned 
linear ditch [005] cutting into the natural deposits 
(sand) . In profile, the ditch was 'U' shaped; the 
eastern side of the ditch was steep, and the western 
side was at an angle of 45° and slightly convex. 

5.3 The primary fill of [005], was a loose, dark-
yellow/brown silty sand [004]; this appeared to have 
been a deliberate back-filling of the ditch, with 
material being dunped into the ditch frcm its northern 
side. A sherd of 19th century pottery was recovered 
frcm the secondary fill of the ditch, [003], a loose, 
dark brown silty sand. A sherd of earthenware jar and a 
clay pipe stsn were also recovered frcm fill [003]. 

5.4 A single furrow [006] was visible in the section of 
Trench 1 on an east-west alignment. The furrow was c. 
4.00m wide and c. 0.12m deep and its tcp had been 
truncated by the modern ploughing. It was unclear 
whether further ridge and furrow were present within the 
sections of Trench 1. 
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5.5 A piece of flint debitage was recovered frcm the spoil 
heap. 

Trench 2 

5.6 A series of five north-south aligned ridge and furrow 
was recorded in Trench 2, cutting into the natural. 
Their size varied between 1.50m-1.8Qm wide with an 
average depth of 0.10m; the most westerly ridge [065] 
was different in that it was 4.00m wide and 0.50m deep, 
suggesting two phases of medieval field management. 

5.7 Sealing the ridge and furrow was deposit [038], a thin 
(30mm.-0.13m), light yellow/brown sand. Sealing [038] 
was subsoil [037], a black silty sand, overlain by the 
ploughsoil. 

5.8 A single sherd of medieval pot was recovered frcm within 
deposit [038]; three pieces of flint debitage and a 
flint core were recovered frcm the spoil heap. 

Trench 3 

5.9 Trench 3 was excavated on a north-south alignment, in 
the north-east corner of Field One. Here, the ground 
topography drops sharply to the north, and aerial 
photographic coverage of the area had revealed a large, 
curving, buried water course (probably a former course 
of the River Slea) . Trench 3 was situated in a position 
which would encanpass a short, linear anomaly recorded 
during the magnetometer survey and provide a section 
through the southern bank of the suspected river course. 

5.10 The earliest deposits recorded within Trench 3 were: 
[068], a light brown sand; [067] a dark grey sand; [069] 
a light grey/brown sand; and [060] a dark grey/brown 
sand. The location of these deposits, at the base of 
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the slope formed by the 'bank' of the river channel, 
suggest that they probably represent accumulations of 
river silts deposited as the line of the River Slea 
moved north, nearer to its present position. 

5.11 Lying within deposit [069], part way down the bank of 
the water course, was [070], a linear accumulation of 
small, rounded and weathered limestone fragments, 
prcbably deposited by the River Slea. Several Neolithic 
flints were recovered frcm amongst the limestones within 
deposit [069] . 

5.12 Cut into the latest of the river deposits [069], at the 
south end of the trench, was [053] an east-west aligned 
ditch which had been revealed during the removal of the 
ploughsoil on the crest of the bank. Only the southern 
side of the ditch remained due to its truncation by a 
subsequent re-cut, [046] . The dimensions of [053] are 
unclear but the raraining profile was of a half 'U' 
shape with a concave, 45° side. No perceptible break 
between the side and the base of [053] was visible in 
section. The fill of [053], was a friable, mid-
yellow/brown sand [054]; this fill was truncated by a 
re-cut [046] . 

5.13 In profile, [046] was 1.90m wide and 0.80m deep. Its 
northern side was concave, dropping sharply towards the 
base, and its south side was convex; the base of the 
ditch was rounded. 

5.14 The primary fill of [046], [051], was a dark 
yellow/brown sand which contained sherds of late 19th 
century pottery, bone and iron objects. Sealing the 
primary fill was a layer of dark grey/brown sand [052] . 
The finds recovered frcm [052] were also of 19th century 
date. 
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5.15 A possible Palaeolithic irrplenent was recovered frcm the 
spoil heap. 

Trench 4 

5.16 The removal of the ploughsoil in Trench 4, in an area 
described in the magnetometer survey as 'busy', revealed 
several buried features, both archaeological and non-
archaeological, cutting into the natural. 

5.17 None of the features were intercutting and no definite 
relationships could be established. Therefore, the 
features will be described by type (e.g. ditches, 
postholes, etc.). 

5.18 Four linear features were present in Trench 4. At the 
east end of the trench was a north-south aligned sub-
linear feature [030], with a short 'spur' protruding 
frcm its eastern side. Excavation of this feature 
revealed it to be an animal burrow, although it is 
possible that the burrow was excavated within the 
confines of a man-made feature, as was apparent in other 
trenches. 

5.19 One metre to the west of [030] lay [033], a north-south 
aligned ditch. Feature [033] was c. 1.00m wide and 
0.60m deep but its profile was unclear as it had been 
heavily disturbed by an animal burrow. The fill of 
[033], [034], was a moderately carpact, light grey silt. 
No finds were recovered frcm the fill. 

5.20 A shallow, east-west aligned ditch [035], lay to the 
west of [033]. This ditch [035] was 0.50m wide and 
0.20m deep, rising to 0.09m towards the west. The fill 
of [035], [043], was a moderately carpact, mid-light 
grey sand which did not contain any finds. 
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5.21 Lying at the western end of the trench was [048], a 
linear ditch, 1.50m wide and 0.80m deep. A section 
excavated through the ditch revealed a 'V' shaped 
profile. The east side of the ditch was concave at 45°, 
while the west side of the ditch was convex at 15°; both 
ditch sides dropped vertically near the base of the 
ditch, forming a narrow (0.20m wide), south sloping 
'slot'. The fill of the ditch, [047], was a loose, 
grey/brown sand which contained occasional charcoal 
flecks. Several flint flakes were recovered frcm the 
fill, including a IVfesolithic microlith (possibly the 
lead point in a caiposite arrow) . 

5.22 Lying to the east of ditch [048] were five small, sub-
circular features. Three of these, [050], [056] and 
[058], have been interpreted as postholes, and the 
other three as natural depressions. All the postholes 
and possible postholes, appear to lie on a NE-SW 
alignment. 

5.23 Feature [050] was 0.25m in diameter and 0.12m deep, with 
a concave 'U' shaped profile. Posthole [056] was sub-
circular on a north-south alignment. Lfeasuring 0.50m 
north-south, 0.35m east-west, and 0.14m deep, this 
posthole had a 'U' shaped profile. Lying 0.30m and 
slightly to the north of [050] was posthole [058] . 
Circular in plan, [058], had a diameter of c. 0.30m and 
concave sides. The fills of all three postholes was 
light-mid brown sand containing occasional small 
pebbles. 

5.24 Lying between linear features [033] and [035] was [059], 
a small, 0.30m diameter, 0.12m deep, 'U' shaped profiled 
posthole. The fill of this posthole, [057], was 
indistinguishable frcm the postholes previously 
described. Two shallow, circular features, interpreted 

- 13 -



as natural depressions, lay on the north and south side 
of [058], forming a short north-south alignment. 

5.25 Four pieces of flint debitage were recovered frcm the 
spoil heaps. 

Trench 5 

5.26 The removal of the ploughsoil in Trench 5 revealed 
[027], an east-west aligned ditch, cutting into the 
natural (an outcrop of limestone). Ditch [027] was 
0.80m wide and 0.30m deep; its sides were at an angle 
of c. 40° and its base was flat. 

5.27 The fill of the ditch, [026], a moderate-firm, mid-brown 
sand contained no finds. 

5.28 Cutting into the natural at the north end of Trench 5 
was [029], a sub-rectangular feature, 0.25m deep, and 
measuring 1.60m north-south and 1.00m east-west. The 
west side of [029] was sloping at 10° and the east side 
45°; its base was undulating. 

5.29 The fill of [029], [028], was a firm, yellow/brown sand 
which appeared to represent a natural deposit. No finds 
were recovered. It is possible that [029] represents a 
tree bole, although its shape suggests human influence. 

Trench 6 

5.30 The ranoval of the ploughsoil in Trench 6 revealed 
[024], an east-west aligned ditch. A section excavated 
through [024] revealed it to be 1.50m wide and 0.55m 
deep; the sides of this ditch were slightly concave, at 
an angle of 40°, and its base was slightly concave. 
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5.31 Two fills were present within [024], [023] and [022]. 
The primary fill, [023], was a firm, mid-dark brown sand 
0.25m thick, which was sealed by the secondary fill, 
[022] , a firm, mid-dark brown sand. A small quantity of 
bone, iron objects and ceramic building material was 
recovered frcm [022], suggesting a late 19th century 
date. 

Trench 8 

5.32 The removal of the ploughsoil frcm Trench 8 revealed 
[019], an east-west aligned ditch, 1.90m wide and 0.60m 
deep. The profile of [019] was 'V' shaped with 
45°sides. 

5.33 The primary fill of the ditch, [018], a moderately 
compact, pale yellow brown sand was sealed by [017], the 
secondary fill of the ditch, a loose pale-light brown 
sand. Both of the fills had been disturbed by animal 
intrusions. 

Trench 9 

5.34 The removal of the ploughsoil revealed the same east-
west aligned ditch which had been recorded in Trench 10 
(here [015]). The profile of [015] differed, however, 
being wider (3.50m) and slightly shallower (0.50m) than 
[019] in Trench 8, although still keeping its 'V' 
profile. 

5.35 Three fills were present within [015] . All were similar 
to those recorded within Trench 8, [017] and [018], and 
these fills had also been disturbed by animal burrows. 

5.36 A single piece of flint debitage was recovered frcm the 
spoil heap of Trench 9. 
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Trench 10 

5.37 The removal of the ploughsoil frcm Trench 10 revealed 
the E-W aligned ditch which was also present within 
Trenches 8 and 9. A section was excavated through this 
ditch tout, unlike the profiles recorded in Trenches 8 
and 9, here it showed as a double 'U' shaped cut. The 
smaller of the two cats, [010], was 0.80m wide and 0.30m 
deep, with concave sides and a rounded base; the second 
cut, [011], was 2.00m wide and 0.40m deep. No 
relationship between the two cuts was apparent and, 
therefore, it must be assumed that cuts [011] and [070] 
are contemporary. 

5.38 The primary fill of both cuts [010] and [011] was a 
loose, pale brown sand, [009] . A piece of animal bone 
was recovered frcm this fill. Sealing the primary fill 
of the ditch was fill [008], a loose, mid-dark brown 
sand. 
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Fig- 4 Trench location plan Field six 
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Field Six 

5.39 Sixteen machine excavated trenches were opened within 
Field S±x, 14 of which were situated over anomalies 
pinpointed daring the magnetometer survey. The 
reraining two trenches were located in areas defined by 
the survey as 'quiet' . Of the 16 trenches recorded, 
only five, Trenches 4, 5, 8, 10 and 11, contained buried 
archaeological features. The refilling 'sterile' 
trenches were cleaned and photographed, and the 
ploughsoil recorded. 

Trench 4 

5.40 The removal of the ploughsoil fran Trench 4 revealed two 
features cutting into the natural. The most prominent 
of these was a large, east-west aligned ditch, [212] . 
Excavation of a section through this ditch revealed a 
wide, 'U' shaped profile, c. 4.00m wide and 0.70m deep. 

5.41 Three fills were present within the ditch. The primary 
fill, [211], a friable, grey/brown sand/clay/silt mix 
was sealed by [210], a thick secondary deposit of 
grey/brown sandy/silt; a single find was recovered, a 
brass washer, suggesting a 19th century date for the 
deposition of this fill. Sealing [210] was deposit 
[209], a firm, clayey/silt/sand; this deposit filled and 
extended beyond the cut of the ditch on its north-east 
side. No datable material was recovered frcm [209] . 

Trench 5 

5.42 The removal of the ploughsoil revealed [215], a shallow, 
sub-circular posthole, c. 0.30m in diameter and 0.12m 
deep, cut into the natural sand and gravel. The fill of 
this posthole [214], was a soft silty/sand and no finds 
were recovered. 
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Trench 8 

5.43 The removal of the ploughsoil frcm Trench 8 revealed 
[221], an east-west aligned ditch, 1.30m in width and 
0.40m deep. This ditch had a 'U' shaped profile with 
concave, 45° sides. Its fill , [220], a mid-grey/brown 
sandy silt, contained pebbles and a small amount of 
charcoal flecks frcm which no datable material was 
recovered. 

5.44 Cut into the natural at the northern end of the section 
was an east-west aligned land drain. 

Trench 11 

5.45 Three features were revealed within Trench 11 after the 
removal of the ploughsoil. The earliest, [235], 
appeared to be a corner of a field ditch or enclosure, 
orientated NS-EW, which extended under the northern and 
eastern sections of the trench. Sections were excavated 
through the two alignments of the ditch and the sections 
recorded. Section 1, (the east-west alignment), 
revealed a ditch 0.90m wide and 0.30m deep; its sides 
were slightly convex and the base flat. Section 2 (the 
north-south alignment), revealed the ditch to be 1.00m 
wide and 0.30m deep, with concave sides and a flat base. 
Two fills of the ditch were present: the primary fill 
[234], a grey/brown silty/sand was present in sections 1 
and 2; the secondary fill of the ditch, [233], a dark 
brown sandy/silt, was present only in section 2. No 
datable material was recovered frcm either of the ditch 
fills. 

5.46 The two ranaining features within Trench 11 were east-
west aligned, machine excavated land drains. 
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Trench 10 

5.47 Following the removal of the ploughsoil within 
Trench 10, nine features were located cutting into the 
natural. None were intercutting and no definite 
relationships could be established. 

5.48 The three most prominent features were north-south 
aligned ditches [230], [237] and [250] . 

5.49 Ditch [230] lay partially under the west section of the 
trench. In plan, approximately 0.40m (half) of the 
width of the ditch was exposed. A section excavated 
through [231] revealed a shallow (0.20m), 'U' shaped 
profile. The fill of this ditch [229], a firm, light 
grey sand, suggests natural silting. 

5.50 Ditch [237] lay to the west of [230] . A section through 
the ditch was excavated revealing a cut 0.55m wide and 
0.15m deep, with concave sides and a rounded base. The 
fill of the ditch was similar to that of [230] and 
suggested in-filling due to natural silting. 

5.51 Three metres to the west of [237] lay ditch [250]. 
Excavation of this ditch revealed a 'V' shaped cut, 
1.00m wide and 0.50m deep with a narrow, flat base. Two 
deposits constituted the fills of the ditch: both the 
primary fill [249], a light grey/brown, coarse 
silty/sand, and the secondary fill [248], a grey 
silty/sand, appear to represent in-filling by natural 
silting. 

5.52 Lying between ditches [230] and [237] was feature [254], 
a sub-linear cut extending north, under the north 
section of the trench. In plan, [254] appeared to 
represent the terminal end of a NW-SE aligned ditch, 
turning north close to the north section of Trench 10. 
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Excavation of the cut revealed it to be shallow, 50mm 
deep. The fill of [254], [253] , a light orange 
silty/sand, is thought to be natural. 

5.53 The retaining five features present within Trench 10 
were shallow postholes. Posthole [256], lay on the east 
side of ditch [230], close to the south section of the 
trench. A sterile orange silty/sand filled the cut. 

5.54 A series of four postholes [241], [243], [245] and 
[247], fonriing a small square, lay to the west of ditch 
[237] and the terminal end of feature [254] . All except 
[247] , which was sub-rectangular, were circular in plan. 
All were of a similar size (0.10m and 0.20m in 
diameter) . The fills of the postholes, a sterile 
grey/brown silty/sand, varied little and no collective 
function can be suggested for the postholes. It is 
unclear whether all four postholes are contemporary. 
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Fig. 5 Trench location plan Field Three 
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Field Three 

5.55 Six nachine excavated trenches were opened within Field 
Three, four located over anomalies, pinpointed during 
the magnetometer survey. The ranaining two trenches 
were located in areas defined by the survey as 'quiet' : 
the first, Trench 6 was situated on an east-west 
alignment at the base of the slope at the southern end 
of the field; the other, Trench 4, was located at the 
northern end of Field Three on an east-west alignment. 
Of the six trenches recorded, four contained buried 
features but only three contained definite 
archaeological features. These were Trenches 1, 2 and 
5; Trench 6 contained what is thought to be a natural 
feature. The ranaining 'sterile' trenches were cleaned 
and photographed, and the ploughsoil recorded. 

Trench 1 

5.56 The magnet are ter survey of Field Three revealed a large, 
c.40.00m diameter, circular 'ditch' feature, on the east 
side of the field, at the break of slope into the 
valley. The feature was visible on the ground as a 
slight rise on the crest of the hill. A north-south 
aligned trench, 30.00m in length, was excavated slightly 
to the west of the centre of the feature. Limited 
excavation was undertaken to enable the form and 
function of the feature to be determined. 

5.57 The trench revealed that at least three phases of 
activity were present within the rise. 

Phase 1 

5.58 Three features constituted the earliest phase of 
activity: [136], [137] and [138] . 
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I 
[036] formed part of a mound visible in the southern end 
of the section. Constructed frcm an orange/browm silt 
containing occasional small, limestone fragments, the 
sides of the mound were convex and rose at an angle of 
c. 80° to a height of c. 0.24m (exposed). A dark 
deposit of silt, [118] , sealing the outer edge of the 
mound, was visible in the section and the base of Trench 
1. This deposit is thought to represent a turf line. 

5.60 Deposit [137] lay c. 0.70m frcm the exposed north end of 
[136], and was c. 1.40m wide, c. 0.40m high and 
constructed frcm a mottled brown, sandy silt. The 
profile of deposit [137] had been altered by subsequent 
sealing deposits, although enough survived to determine 
that [137]' formed a bank. The inner side of the bank 
was concave at an angle of 70°, and the outer edge 
convex at an angle of 60°. Lying within the 
construction material of the bank were the remains of 
turfs, seme of which appeared to be burnt. 

5.61 Deposit [138] appeared to form a second bank lying 
c. 1.80m to the north of [137], which was c. 1.80m wide 
and c. 0.20m high. The inner and outer edges of the 
deposit were convex at an angle of c. 60°, constructed 
frcm a reddish/brown sandy silt. The remains of a 
possible turf line was visible on the inner side of the 
bank. 

Phase 2 

5.62 Phase 2 consisted of a large mound [106], constructed 
from turfs, c. 9.00m (exposed) north-south and c. 0.40m 
thick (maximum) . Mound [106] sealed the three features 
constituting Phase 1 and extended c. 2.00m beyond [138], 
the most northerly deposit of Phase 1. In section, the 
construction of the mound was clearly visible: turfs 
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were laid flat in a deposit of yellow/brown silt; seme 
of the turfs present within the mound were burnt. 

5.63 A shallow hollow or 'berm' lay between the mound and the 
inner bank, probably formed by the excavation of 
material for the construction of the inner bank [151] . 
The bank was c. 3.0Qm wide and 0.40m high and 
constructed of re-deposited limestone within a deposit 
of reddish mid-brown silt. Both the inner and outer 
sides of the bank were convex at an angle of 60°. 

5.64 A 4.00m wide, 0.40m deep ditch lay beyond the berm (the 
depth of the ditch was taken frcm the top of both the 
inner and outer banks) . The sides of the ditch were 
concave and the base flat with slight undulations caused 
by the nature of the material frcm which it was 
constructed (re-deposited natural, similar to [151]) . 

5.65 An outer bank associated with the ditch was just 
visible. In section, the bank was visible as a c. 0.10m 
high rise, c. 2.00m wide. As with the ditch and the 
inner bank, the outer bank was constructed frcm re-
deposited natural. It is possible that the banks and 
ditches are constructed rather than excavated features 
and should, therefore, be described as earthworks, since 
ditches are cut features. Only further excavation could 
clarify what the re-deposited material represents. 

5.66 Phase 2 has been interpreted as a possible round barrow. 

Phase 3 

5.67 The third and final phase of activity within Trench 1 
consisted of a deposit of orange/brown silt, 
[102]/[103]. Initially thought to represent a subsoil, 
this deposit sealed and filled the banks and ditch of 
Phase 2. Artefacts recovered frcm [103], including nine 
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fragments of iron slag, were Reman and may suggest a 
date for its in-filling. If, as it appears, Phase 2 was 
buried sometime during the Reman period, the reasons for 
this are unclear, although this event may be 
contemporary with the Reman feature recorded within 
Trench 2. 

5.68 A large quantity of flint flakes, both natural debris 
and debitage, was recovered frcm the spoil heaps of 
Trench 1 (see Appendix I) . 

Trench. 2 

5.69 The removal of the ploughsoil in Trench 2 revealed 
[121], part of a sub-rectangular pit cut into the 
natural limestone. The extent of [121] is not known as 
it extended under the west section of the trench. The 
pit had an average depth of 0.30m. The sides were 
sloping at 45° and the base was flat, though irregular, 
due to the nature of the limestone it was cut into. The 
fill of [120], a firm, mid-brown sandy/silt, contained 
occasional charcoal flecks and moderate-frequent small 
pebbles (20-50rrm) . Quantities of pottery, part of a 
decorated, ccmposite bone corb, animal bone, 
unidentified metal objects, iron slag and ceramic 
building material were recovered frcm the fill. All are 
of Reman type. 

Trench 5 

5.70 Trench 5 was sited near the western boundary of Field 
Three, aligned east-west, over a large seni-circular, 
linear feature recorded during the magnetcmeter survey. 
The raroval of the ploughsoil revealed a north-south 
aligned feature, c. 7.00m in diameter, cut into the 
natural limestone. 
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5.71 A section through the feature revealed [168], a shallow, 
4.00m wide ditch. The west side of this ditch was steep 
with no perceptible break between the top of the side 
and the relatively flat, undisturbed limestone, (the 
undisturbed limestone on the west side of the ditch 
constituting the inner side of the feature) . No 
definite base to the ditch was revealed, as the east 
side of the ditch was sloping at a very acute angle 
(70°). 

5.72 Sealing the base of the ditch was [170], a c. 0.10m 
thick deposit of very stiffly compacted limestone, mixed 
with a reddy brown silt. It is unclear whether [170] 
was re-deposited material or was formed by the erosive 
action of water passing over it. 

5.73 A series of postholes cut [170], and the inner, west 
face of ditch [168]; only a few of the postholes present 
within the ditch were excavated and, due to the depth of 
seme of the postholes, only a small percentage were 
fully excavated. Approximately 60 postholes were 
present. No discernable alignments were visible due to 
the large number of postholes present and the small 
number excavated; there was no evidence for timber 
remains recorded within the excavated postholes. A firm 
red/brown clayey silt filled the postholes. 

5.74 Lying slightly east of ditch [068] was [171], a linear 
gully, c. 1.00m in diameter and c. 0.20m deep, sloping 
south on a NE-SW alignment. The alignment of [171] 
suggests that it merges with ditch [168] to the south of 
Trench 5. Seven postholes were visible cutting into the 
base of [171] (on the same alignment), one, [156] was 
excavated revealing an ovoid, vertical cut 0.54m deep. 
Two smaller cuts were recorded within the sides of cut 
[156] which may represent packing of the main post. 
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5.75 Sealing the majority of the postholes within [168] was 
deposit [126], a friable light-yellow silt, interpreted 
as the primary fill of the ditch. No datable material 
was recovered frcm [126] . 

Sealing fill [126] was layer [125], a friable, 
reddy/brown silt, containing occasional small, 
irregular, limestone fragments. Worked flint flakes, 
including a microlith fragment, were also recovered frcm 
[125]. The flakes were weathered, suggesting exposure 
to the elements prior to their deposition in the ditch 
fill. Fill [125] extended west to fill [171] as well as 
[126], in ditch [168] . This accounts for the large 
(7.00m wide) feature recorded after the initial 
stripping off of the ploughsoil. 

Sealing [125] was deposit [124], a thin (0.10m), firm 
reddy/brown silt containing frequent, small, irregular 
limestone fragments. Deposit [124] extended c. 2.00m to 
the west of ditch [168] and c. 1.00m to the east of 
gully [171]. A Neolithic 'Kite' arrowhead was recovered 
frcm within fill [124] . 

5.78 A single, small sub-circular feature [166], was recorded 
cutting into the natural on the west side (inside) of 
ditch [168], close to the north section of Trench 5. 
Feature [166] measured c. 0.50m in diameter and 0.15m 
deep. No finds were recovered frcm the fill [167] . 

5.79 Cutting into the natural limestone on the eastern 
(outer) edge of ditch [068] and gully [171] was feature 
[155], the terminal end of a NW-SE linear feature, 1.80m 
long, 0.60 wide and 0.16m deep, with slightly concave 
sides and a flat base. The fill of [155], [162], a firm 
reddy/brown silt, was similar to the fills of the 
postholes recorded on both [168] and [171]. 

5.76 

5.77 
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Trench 6 

5.80 Trench 6 was located at the base of the hill at the 
southern end of the extraction area, and was orientated 
on an east-west alignment. 

5.81 The earliest feature recorded cutting into the natural 
was [133], an east-west aligned linear cut. Only a 
3.00m length of the cut was present in the trench. The 
side of the cut was sharp, 45°. One fill [131], a firm, 
light-mid brown silt contained sherds of 19th century 
pottery and the ston of a clay-pipe. It is unclear 
whether [133] represents a natural water channel sited 
in the valley bottom or a man-made feature. 

5.82 Cutting into [131] and the natural, on an SE-NW 
alignment, was a modem land drain. 

5.83 The land drain and the natural were sealed by [130], a 
thin subsoil deposit. This was sealed by approximately 
0.35m of ploughsoil. 

5.84 Two flints were recovered fran the spoil heaps of 
Trench 6. One was a blade fragment and the other was 
probably natural debris. 
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Fig. 6 Trench plans and Section 
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Field 6 Trench 10 Plan 
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6.0 CXNCLOSICNS AND DISCOSSICN 

Field One 

6.1 Fran the evidence recorded during the magnetometer and 
trial trench phases of the evaluation, it has been 
established that deposits ranging frcm the prehistoric 
period through to the 19th century were represented. 

6.2 The earliest identifiable, stratified period of 
occupation within Field One was represented within 
Trench 4. Here, a section through a 'V' profile linear 
feature was excavated and several Neolithic flint 
flakes, and one possible microlith, were recovered frcm 
within its fill. 

6.3 No obvious ditches were located during the magnetometer 
survey, although a number of small ancmalies within the 
area of Trench 4 were observed. 

6.4 A number of shallow postholes, thought to represent some 
of the ancmalies located in the area of Trench 4 during 
the magnetometer survey, were also investigated. These 
postholes form possible east-west alignments, although 
it was unclear whether the postholes were cantarporary 
with the ditch or formed part of an earlier or later 
phase of occupation. 

6.5 The deposit of eroded limestone present at the base of 
the bank of the buried water course within Trench 3, is 
thought to have been deposited by the River Slea. A 
number of Neolithic flints, including a possible core 
rejuvenation flake, were recovered from around and 
within the scatter of limestones, although these are 
thought to have been deposited by the River Slea. 
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6.6 ]Vfedieval ridge and furrow was recorded within. Trenches 1 
and 2. In Trench 1, the ridge and furrow was recorded 
on an east-west alignment and in Trench 2, a north-south 
alignment. This suggests the presence of a headland 
lying between the two trenches. 

6.7 An east-west aligned ditch recorded within Trenches 8, 9 
and 10, at the southern end of the field, almost 
certainly represents a late, possibly 19th century, in-
filled field boundary. This is still visible on the 
ground as a dark band of grass. The same can be said of 
the east-west aligned ditch present within Trench 6 
which is also visible on the ground. 

6.8 The east-west aligned ditch recorded within Trench 5 is 
also thought to be a late, possibly 19 th century 
boundary ditch. The profile of this ditch differs from 
those further to the south, however, being narrower with 
a more angular 'U' shaped profile. It must be borne in 
mind that here the ditch is cut into an outcrcp of 
limestone; this possibly limited the depth to which the 
ditch could be excavated. 

6.9 At the northern end of Trench 1 an east-west aligned, 
'V' profile ditch was recorded; 19th century material 
was recovered frcm the upper fill of this ditch. This 
ditch may also be present within Trench 3, sited on the 
top of the bank of the buried water course. 

6.10 Animal burrows and scrapings were recorded within the 
majority of the features present within Field One. This 
was particularly apparent within Trench 4 where burrows 
had cbscured the presence of two, possibly three, north-
south aligned ditches, to the point where no definite 
profiles were visible. 
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6.11 A possible Palaeolithic 'boring' implenent was also 
recovered. Unfortunately, this was recovered from the 
spoil of Trench 3, Field One. 

6.12 In conclusion, Field One does contain archaeological 
deposits and features, the majority concentrated within 
the north and north-east corner of the field. Without 
further excavation and/or geophysical survey, little can 
be said regarding the form of the buried landscape and 
the function of the features which were located. 

Field Six 

6.13 The magnetometer survey of Field Six revealed few 
anomalies. During the trial trenching, only four of the 
sixteen trenches excavated revealed archaeological 
features. Of the features recorded, only two produced 
finds (Trenches 8 and 11) : Trench 8 produced a single 
piece of animal bone, unsuitable for (dating; Trench 11 
did produce flint finds, although these are thought to 
be natural flint debris. 

6.14 A large, 4.00m wide, east-west aligned ditch was 
recorded within Trench 4 which apparently crossed the 
middle of Field Six. No datable material was recovered 
frcm its fills and no date can be assigned to it. The 
ditch was not located during the magnetometer survey of 
the field and it is unclear how far it extends to the 
east and west, beyond the sections of the trench. 

6.15 The majority of the features present in Field Six were 
located in the south-western corner of the field. Four 
north-south aligned ditches and several postholes were 
located within Trench 10 but no datable material was 
recovered from within their fills and without further 
investigation, the form and function of these features 
cannot be determined. 
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6.16 Hie corner of an enclosure or field drainage ditch was 
recorded within Trench 11 but little can be said 
regarding the exact form and function of this feature 
without further investigation of the area. The ditch 
was not located during the magnetometer survey of the 
site. 

6.17 The east-west aligned ditch recorded in Trench 8 may 
indicate prehistoric occupation within Field Six. A 
number of flint flakes were recovered frcm the fill of 
this ditch and frcm the majority of the other features 
present within Field Six. Only further geophysical 
survey and/or excavation would determine the form and 
function of this possible ditch. 

6.18 In conclusion, Field Six does contain archaeological 
deposits but, unfortunately, the form, function and date 
of the features which were recorded cannot be assessed 
without further investigation. 

Field Three 

6.19 The trial trenching of Field Three revealed three 
definite archaeological features: a Reman, sub-
rectangular pit; part of a large, possibly circular, 
ditched enclosure; and a possible round barrow sealing 
earlier archaeological features. 

6.20 Lying on the west side of Field Three, located during 
the magnetometer survey and investigated by Trench 5, 
was a large semi-circular, north-south aligned, west 
curving feature. It is thought that the majority of 
this feature lies within the field to the west of Field 
Three and represents a large ditched enclosure. 

6.21 The excavation of Trench 5 revealed a 4.00m wide and 
1.00m deep ditch cutting into the natural. Sixty 
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Fig. 7 Trench 1 Field Three 

Overlay of Trench 1 showing magnetometer survey results 
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post-holes were recorded cutting into this ditch but no 
relationship was present to indicate whether the 
postholes were contemporary with, or later than, the 
ditch. North-south alignments were apparent within the 
array of postholes. No evidence for timber rarained 
within the excavated postholes, suggesting that the 
posts were removed prior to the natural in-filling of 
the ditch. 

6.22 Neolithic flint flakes were recovered frcm the fills of 
the ditch, including a small bifacial arrowhead, 
(identified as a 'Kite' A of type 2C) and a fragment of 
microlith which possibly formed part of a barb of a 
ccnposite arrow. The ditch appears to have silted up 
naturally, therefore, it is likely that the flints were 
deposited into the fill of the ditch -via natural 
agencies. 

6.23 A smaller north-south aligned ditch was present on the 
west side of the large ditch, its alignment to the large 
ditch suggesting that it merges with the large ditch 
somewhere to the south of Trench 5. Seven postholes 
were present within the base of this ditch and these may 
be contaiporary with those present within the main 
enclosure ditch. The small ditch was filled with the 
same material as the upper fill of the main enclosure 
ditch. 

6.24 A small pit/pos thole was the only feature present 
'within' the possible enclosure. 

6.25 Trench 1 was situated over the circular mound recorded 
during the magnetometer survey, which is visible on the 
ground as a slight rise on the crest of the hill. A 
trench was excavated across the northern half of the 
mound revealing three phases of activity. 
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6.26 Hie earliest phase consists of three, east-west aligned, 
linear 'mound-like' features which may represent one of 
the following; 

A) A barrow mound and two contemporary banks, the 
banks divided by a single ditch. 

B) Occupation layers and/or features of unknown date, 
form and function. 

C) Features present within and contemporary with the 
identifiable 'barrow' phase. 

6.27 A mound constructed frcm turfs, sealed the first phase 
of activity and is thought to represent the mound of a 
c. 40m diameter, round barrow. A bank, stratigraphically 
contaiporary with the mound, lay up against it. Beyond 
the bank, a shallow, 4.00m wide ditch was present and a 
low, 2.00m wide bank skirted the outer edge of this 
ditch. Both the inner bank, ditch and the outer bank 
appear to have been constructed from redeposited 
natural, suggesting that they had been constructed above 
the natural and not excavated into it, due to the 
inpenetrable nature of the surrounding natural 
limestone. It is possible that what was recorded as the 
banks and ditch associated with the barrow actually 
represents a fill or subsequent earthwork sealing and/or 
filling an, as yet, unrecorded ditch. 

6.28 A third phase of occupation was represented by the later 
in-filling and sealing of the inner bank, ditch and 
outer bank of the barrow by material containing moderate 
quantities of Raman pottery. This phase is thought to 
have taken place in the Reman period. It is unclear 
whether this obscuring action was intentional. 
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6.29 A quantity of flints were recovered frcm the spoil heap 
following the machine excavation of Trench 1. In total 
117 flints were recovered of which 62 were possibly 
natural debris, 52 Neolithic debitage and 9 flakes. All 
were well patinated suggesting exposure to the el orients, 
and none are thought to be contemporary with the barrow 
phase of the mound. The lower part of a human molar was 
also recovered frcm the spoil heap. 

6.30 Also recovered frcm the spoil of Trench 1, Field 3 were 
two artefacts frcm the ]yfesolithic period: a possible 
scribing implement and part of a drill. 

6.31 Part of a sub-rectangular pit was excavated within 
Trench 2 and finds recovered frcm the fill of this 
feature indicate that it is a Reman refuse pit. No 
further evidence for Reman occupation was recorded 
within Field Three. 

6.32 In conclusion, Field Three has proved to be the most 
interesting of the fields investigated. Any further 
investigation would require that the following questions 
be answered; 

A) In what form is pre-barrow occupation represented? 

B) The establishment of the barrow type and method of 
construction. 

C) The establishment of the date, form and function 
of the possible enclosure. 

D) To establish the nature of Reman activity as 
represented by the pit excavated in Field Three, 
and also to determine the nature and date of 
similar features shown on the geophysical survey. 
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E) To determine, if possible, the relationship and 
sequence of occupation for the entire proposed 
extraction area. 
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APPENDIX ONE 

WORKED FLINT DATA 

FIELD TRENCH CONTEXT QUANTITY DESCRIPTION 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

1 
1 

1 
1 

1 
2 
2 
3 

3 

3 

3 

4 

4 

9 

+ 
+ 
+ 

069 

069 

069 

069 
+ 

+ 

047 

+ 
+ 

1 
3 

1 
4 

2 
1 
1 

2 
2 

1 
1 

Debitage 
Debitage 
Core 
Flake fragments. 
Debitage 
Probable natural debris. 
Possible core rejuvenation 
flake. 
Debitage 
Debitage. These pieces refit 
- the fracture is very recent 

probably caused during 
evaluation work. Pieces have 
been heat affected, changing 
its structure, making it more 
prone to fracture. 
Microlith. Probable lead 
point in a composite arrow. 
The bulb has been worked off 
{a definition of a 
microlith) . The microlith is 
asymmetrical. 
Debitage 
Nodule. Modern fracture -
probably water-borne, by 
river action, 
site vicinity. 

Not local to 
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FIELD TRENCH CONTEXT QUANTITY DESCRIPTION 

3 1 + 43 
3 1 + 62 
3 1 + 1 

3 1 + 9 
3 1 113 8 
3 1 + 1 

3 5 124 1 

3 5 125 1 

3 5 125 4 
3 6 + 1 
3 6 + 1 

One piece of broken drill 
(broken in antiquity) . 
Patination on ventral surface 
cavers approx. 30% of 
implement. Patination not as 
pronounced on dorsal side. 
Suggested that drill was 
hafted and lay on its dorsal 
side, the ventral side being 
more exposed to the elements. 
Flint quality similar to 
rounded flint nodule recorded 
frcm Field one (thought to 
have been deposited on site 
by river/water action. 
Debitage 
Possible natural debris. 
Possible scribing implement. 
Possibly IYfesolithic. 
Flint flakes 
Debitage 
One piece debitage, others 
probably natural. 
Possible arrowhead - cgival -
classified by H. Stephen 
Green as a 'kite' form A type 
2c. Period, Neolithic, 2nd 
millenium 
Microlith fragment - possible 
barb for composite use 
Debitage 
Probable natural debris 
Blade fragment 
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APPENDIX TWO 

3GNE DATA 

trench context quantity DESCRIPTION 

i 3 + 1 
i 3 051 7 
l 6 022 4 
l 10 009 1 _L 

3 1 + 6 

3 1 + 9 
3 1 103 3 
3 2 120 11 

3 2 120 3 
6 2 133 1 
6 8 120 1 

One piece bone 
Fragmented rib bone 
Long bone fragments 
One piece bone 
(butchered) . 
Fragments of animal teeth, 
bottcm half of human molar 
Bone fragments 
Bone fragments 
Fragments of bone (butchered 
and split) 
Animal teeth 
Bone fragment 
Bone fragment 
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APPENDIX THREE 

POTTERY DATA 

FIELD TRENCH CONTEXT QUANTITY DESCRIPTION 

1 
1 

1 
1 
1 

3 
3 

3 
3 
3 

1 
2 
2 

2 
3 
3 

1 
1 

5 
6 
6 

003 

1 + 

037 

038 
051 
052 

064 

022 

103 
103 

115 

120 
+ 

+ 
131 

1 
1 

1 
2 
1 
2 
11 
1 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 
2 
3 
1 
1 
1 
1 
37 
1 

1 
38 
1 
1 
1 
1 

Earthenware jar sherd, clay 
pipe start 
19 th century sherd 
Tile fragment 
Earthenware jar 
sherd. 
Wfedieval sherd 
Tile fragments 
Tile fragment 
19th/20th sherds 
19th/20th century sherds 
Clay pipe stan 
19th/20th century sherds 
Clay pipe stems 
Brick fragments 
Tile fragment 
Clay pipe stan 
19th/20th century sherds 
Grey ware (? Reman) sherds 
Grit ware sherd 
Large piece of grey slate 
Grey ware sherd (Reman) 
Colour coated sherd (Reman) 
Grit ware sherds (Reman) 
Possible 
sherd 

prehistoric pot 

Grey ware sherd (Reman) 
Grit ware sherds (Reman) 
Part of quern-stone 
Tile fragment 
19th century sherd 
Clay pipe stan 
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APPENDIX POOR 

INDUSTRIAL WASTE 

FIELD TRENCH CONTEXT QUANTITY DESCRIPTION 

1 3 052 1 Slag 
3 2 120 1 Slag 
3 1 103 9 Slag 
3 5 124 2 Slag 
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