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An Archaeological Desk-based Assessment for Land off St George's Street, 
leading to Gas Lane, Stamford, Lincolnshire (TF 0325 0713) 

Patrick Marsden 

1 Summary 

The desk-based archaeological assessment for the proposed 1-2 dwellings at 
land off St George's Street, leading to Gas Lane, Stamford, Lincolnshire, has 
confirmed that it is an area of archaeological potential. 

2 Introduction 

2.1 This document is an archaeological desk-based assessment of the likely 
impact of the proposed erection of 12 dwellings and demolition of unlisted 
buildings in a Conservation Area at land off St George's Street, leading to Gas 
Lane, Stamford, Lincolnshire (Fig. 10, Planning Application Nos. 
SK98/451/69/48 and SK98/CA/5135/69/15). 

2.2 The desk-based assessment is a result of a pre planning enquiry by the 
applicant and forms part of an Archaeological Impact Assessment as normally 
recommended by the Planning Archaeologist, as archaeological adviser to the 
planning authority. 

2.3 The site lies in the centre of Stamford in the district of South Kesteven 
(TF 0325 0713, Fig. 1). It consists of an area of c. 0.7 ha. within which it is 
proposed to demolish existing buildings and build twelve houses. The site is 
situated within a Conservation Area. The Lincolnshire Sites and Monuments 
Record indicates the proposed site is situated near to known archaeological 
remains. 

3 Aims and Objectives 

3.1 The aim of the desk-based assessment is to gain information on the 
extent and character, date, integrity, state of preservation and relative quality of 
archaeological deposits within the development area. This must take into 
account all known previous land uses. In addition, it must be established what 
impact the proposed development might have on any archaeological remains. 
The desk-based assessment should, once the above information has been 
gathered, help decide the next stage of work. 

3.2 All work follows the Institute of Field Archaeologist's Code of Conduct 
and adheres to their Standard and Guidance for Archaeological Desk-based 
Assessments. 
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4 Methodology 

4.1 The following sources have been consulted to assess previous land use 
and archaeological potential. 

1) Archaeological records and aerial photographs (Lincolnshire Sites and 
Monuments Record). 

2) Previous Ordnance Survey maps of the area (Lincolnshire Archives Office). 

3) Plans of the development area (Dyer and Sey Limited). 

4) Geological maps (University of Leicester Geology Dept - Map Library). 

5) Historical background material (University of Leicester Library). 

Borehole data was not available as Dyer and Sey Limited have not yet undertaken a survey. 

Details of archaeological work undertaken to the north of the development area in the vicinity 
of Bell Cottages could not be obtained from Mr M. Key, formerly of Stamford Museum. These 
details should be established before any archaeological fieldwork is undertaken at the site. 

4.2 A site visit was undertaken on 09.07.98 to examine the area. Particular 
attention was paid to the current land use of all parts of the application area and 
its likely impact on the condition of any buried archaeological remains. 

5 Geology and Topography 

The Ordnance Survey Geological Survey of Great Britain Sheet 157 indicates 
that the underlying geology is likely to consist of upper Lincolnshire limestone. 
The site lies at a height of e.30m O.D, on fairly flat land. 

6 Summary of the Archaeological Results 

6.1 Archaeological Background 

6.1.1 The details of relevant sites in close vicinity are listed in the Appendix. 

6.1.2 The site is situated just to the west of the Danish burgh defences (see 
Fig. 3). 

6.1.3 Relevant archaeological sites include Saxo-Norman quarrying and Anglo-
Saxon furnaces and smelting on St George's Street and St Leonard's Street. 
Occupational evidence is also known from the medieval period in the vicinity 
(30702 and 30699). In addition, two buildings on to the north of the 
development area on the east side of St George's Street have medieval origins 
(RCHME 1977, see Appendix). 
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6.1.4 Other sites nearby include St George's Church to the southwest (30603), 
founded in the 13th century ; the medieval town wall to the south (30628) and 
the Water Gate (30634). 

6.2 Historical Background 

Documentary evidence suggests there has been a settlement in Stamford since at 
least the end of the 9th century AD. The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle states that in 
918 Edward the Elder commanded a new borough be built on the south side of 
the river and mentions the Danish burh north of the Welland. In the late 10th 
century Stamford became one of the five boroughs of the Danelaw. The 
development area lies just to the southwest of the Danish borough (see Fig.3). 
In the early 11th century Danelaw collapsed and Stamford lost its territory to 
Lincoln under the new shire system. The Domesday Book records Stamford as 
a royal borough, most of which was north of the river. 

The site lies partly within the expanding Norman town (Fig. 4) and by the 13th 
century there are likely to have been houses on both the St George's Street and 
Gas Lane frontages (Fig. 5). By the late 13th century Stamford's population 
reached about 5-6,000. Subsequently the town went into decline and fell in 
population. The town was sacked by Lancastrian forces in 1461. By the 1540s 
Leland noted many deserted house sites. By the end of the Middle Ages 'the 
suburbs were dying and the poorer lived down by the river and in St George's 
parish' (Rogers 1983). 

Despite the increased wealth and building in Stamford 1660-1800 St George's 
Street remained a poor area, as it had always been, 'with many multi-tenanted 
buildings and courts' (Smith 1992). Gas Lane, previously known as Watergate 
Lane, in the medieval period led down to the Water Gate. Similarly the street 
was historically of low status and was likely to have contained small medieval 
houses. 

John Speed's map of c. 1610 shows both St George's Street and Gas Lane, with 
houses on the St George's Street frontage (see Fig. 6). The various Enclosure 
maps and Tithe maps of Stamford did not include the proposed development 
area. The 1833 map shows buildings on the St George's Street frontage and 
apparently gardens in the rest of the area (see Fig. 7). The 1901 Ordnance 
Survey map shows several buildings in the area, most of which are in the west 
on the St George's Street frontage corresponding to those on the 1833 map (Fig. 
8). By 1930 two new buildings have appeared adjacent to Gas Lane and the 
large industrial building situated in the middle of the area (Fig. 9). On the 1972 
map of the area this building is marked as 'printing works'. The most recent OS 
map shows the 'works', a garage and another modern building as the only 
structures remaining in the development area (Fig. 2). 
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6.3 Site Visit 

A site visit was undertaken on 09.07.98. The area was occupied by a former 
garage and factory / warehouse buildings. The ground level appeared to be 
approximately 1.5m higher than that of the car park. Much of the site was 
covered in concrete surfacing. All the buildings appeared to be twentieth 
century in date and were not more than one storey high. Given the nature of the 
existing buildings it seems likely that earlier remains may be preserved 
underneath, although buried petrol tanks associated with the garage may have 
caused some destruction. 

7 Appraisal of the development impact 

7.1 The plans for the twelve dwellings suggest that the impact on the area 
might be considerable assuming topsoil is removed for the buildings, access 
road and services. No depths of proposed foundations have been provided by the 
client. However, if a foundation depth for the three storey buildings is assumed 
to be at least one metre these might have a significant impact on any surviving 
archaeological deposits. 

7.2 Any archaeological deposits may be slightly truncated by the twentieth 
century buildings on the site but are likely to be preserved at greater depths. 
The higher level of the ground relative to the car park to the north would suggest 
a build up of deposits in the development area. It has not been possible to 
ascertain the likely thickness of any surviving stratified archaeological deposits 
on the site, nor the depth of modern overburden which covers them. 

8 Conclusion 

8.1 The desk-based assessment has indicated that the proposed development 
area is situated in the east of the medieval town of Stamford in a known area of 
Anglo-Saxon activity and medieval occupation. Therefore the area has 
considerable archaeological potential, especially on the street frontages. 

8.2 The development is likely to have considerable impact on any surviving 
archaeological deposits, which are likely to survive beneath the industrial 
buildings. 

9 Recommendations 

9.1 The desk study has shown that buried archaeological deposits, if any exist, 
may be affected in the development area and the planning authority may require 
further evaluative archaeological work on the site. 

9.2 A scheme of archaeological work should be discussed with the Planning 
Archaeologist, as adviser to the planning authority. 

ULAS © 1998 4 

\ 



Desk-based Assessment for Land off St George's Street, Leading to Gas Lane, Stamford, Lincolnshire 

10 References 

RCHME, 1977 An Inventory of Historical Monuments The Town of Stamford, 
London, Her Majesty's Stationery Office 

Roffe, R, 1994 Stamford in the Thirteenth Century Two Inquisitions from the 
Reign of Edward I, Paul Watkins (Publishing) 

Smith, M, 1992 Stamford Then and Now, Paul Watkins (Publishing) 

Smith, M, 1994 The Story of Stamford, Paul Smith (Publishing) 

11 Sources 

Lincolnshire Sites and Monuments Record (including aerial photographs), City 
Hall 

Lincolnshire Archives Office maps and records 

OS maps sheets OS maps 1:50000 Sheet 141 Kettering, Corby and surrounding 
area (1996), 1:2500 CLI:5 (1901 and 1930), Site Plan Scale 1: 100 (Dyer and 
Sey Limited); and Geological Survey of Great Britain Sheet 157 

Patrick Marsden 

University of Leicester Archaeological Services 

15.08.1998 

ULAS © 1998 5 



Desk-based Assessment for Land off St George's Street, Leading to Gas Lane, Stamford, Lincolnshire 

Appendix 

(TF 032 072) Saxo-Norman quarrying, evidence of iron-smelting and 
remnants of the Danish burgh defences on St George's Street 

Excavation was undertaken of a large Saxo-Norman quarry. This cut an iron-
ore roasting hearth. The hearth cut earlier structures, presumed to be Anglo-
Saxon or Danish. These consisted of various slots and post-holes along the line 
of the supposed defences and possible turf and brushwood. Below the possible 
rampart was an earlier pit, containing pottery and bone. A good sequence of 
pottery was recovered, mainly Stamford ware (Med. Archaeol. 15, 1971, 127). 

The following sites in the close vicinity are listed on the SMR : 

30731 (TF 032 071) Anglo-Saxon furnaces outside Reindeer Inn, St 
Leonard's Street and at junction of St George's Street and St Leonard's 
Street 

30702 (TF 0322 0721) Finds of early and developed Stamford ware and 
medieval well, 19 St George's Street 

30699 (TF 0323 0720) Medieval finds including building debris at rear of 8 
St Leonard's Street 

30603 (TF 03200 07070) St George's Church 

The church was founded in the 13th century, with many alterations in the 1450s. 
It is possible it is a pre-conquest foundation. 

30603 (TF 0322 0707) Coin hoard deposited c.1456 at east end of St 
George's Church 

This consists of 3000 English and Scottish groats, dating from Edward III-James 
II. 

30628 Medieval Town Wall 

Appears to have been built in reign of King Stephen. Probably destroyed in 
1461. 

30634 (TF 0329 0706) Site of medieval Water Gate 

The Water gate on Wharf Road, is one of the gates built at intervals on the town 
wall. 

30639 (TF 0329 0707) Tower on Town Wall, 5 Wharfe Road 

30633 (TF 0338 0722) St George's Gate, Cornstall 
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30754 (TF 031 071) Medieval building at Maiden Lane 

30757 (TF 0312 0719) Saxo-Norman remains at High Street and Maiden 
Lane 

Excavations on the High Street frontage revealed occupation from the Saxon 
period onwards. This included Saxo-Norman hearths, a timber building, a stone 
building. An excavation to the rear of 5-6 Maiden Lane revealed pits of Saxon 
to medieval date and a maltdrying kiln probably 14th century in date. 

30647 (TF 0311 0707) Medieval parsonage of St Mary's Church 

In the early 13th century the bishop ordered a parson to be resident. The present 
vicarage incorporates part of the medieval house. 

30711 (TF 0314 0701) Possible medieval culvert, St Mary's Street 

30758 (TF 0312 0719) Saxon ?buildings and finds, High Street 

Traces of possible timber building associated with Stamford ware pottery, of a 
850-1150 date range. A cess pit, which was probably contemporary, was also 
found. 

30703 (TF 034 074) 14th century Hall House and wall painting, 51 High 
Street 

30682 (TF 0312 0719) Stone to Blanche of Lancastre found in demolition 
behind 46-51 High Street 

Part of a coffin found during the same demolition is published as 12th century 

30755 (TF 0313 0722) Saxo-Norman iron-smelting furnace found on High 
Street 

A 9th-12th century iron-smelting furnace was found at this location together 
with a stratified sequence of pottery dating to cl 100. 

30654 (TF 031 072) St Giles Hospital (St Leonards), High Street 

Founded prior to 1189. 

30723 (TF 0316 0724) Finds of Saxo-Norman and medieval pottery at 39 
High Street 

30673 (TF 0323 0730) Medieval building, 12 St Paul's Street 
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30721 (TF 0321 0729) Medieval building, much altered 15th century stone 
and timber house, 8 St Paul's Street 

30625 (TF 0339 0733) Site of Brazenose college at corner of Brasenose 
Lane and St Paul's Street 

Medieval semi-collegiate Hall suppressed in 1334. 

34882 (TF 0339 0733) Evidence of late Saxon Iron smelting in the area of 
Brasenose College 

30607 (TF 0330 0723) Site of St Michael's church, Cornstall 

Destroyed by Lancastrian army in 1461. 

30641 (TF 031 073) St Andrew's church 

30686 (TF 0349 0717) Finds of medieval rings at Blackfriars Dominican 
Friary 

30620 (TF 0349 0717) Blackfriars Dominican Friary, near Water Gate 

This was established before 1241 and dissolved in 1538. 

30620 (TF 035 071) House built in 1611 on the site of the Blackfriars 

30660 (TF 035 071) Post-medieval fishpond at Blackfriars 

30661 (TF 035 071) ?Post-medieval dovecotes at Blackfriars 

In addition, two buildings on St George's Street to the north of the development 
area are noted as having medieval origins. These are 11 St George's Street 
which 'retains the outline and some of the structure of a medieval house' and 
Reedmans Court (RCHME 1977). 
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Figure 1: Location Map. Scale 1:50 000. Reproduced from the 1996 Ordnance Survey map, sheet 141 
with the permission of the Controller of HMSO,© Crown Copyright. ULAS licence no. AL51800A0001 



Figure 2 Location of the development area Scale 1:1250 
Reproduced from Ordnance Survey map with the permission of the Controller of 
HMSO, © Crown Copyright. ULAS licence no. AL51800A0001 



Figure 3 Map showing probable sites of early settlement at Stamford (Smith 1992, 4) 



Figure 4 Stamford in the Norman period (Smith 1994, 22) 
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Sites of domestic 13th-century 

Figure 5:Stamford in the thirteenth century (Smith 1994, 30) 



Figure 6:Stamford. Based on John Speed's map of c.1610. (Smith. 1992, 15) 
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