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THE MANOR HOUSE, 8 HIGH STREET, 
MORCOTT, RUTLAND. 
 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL WATCHING BRIEF 
 
 
SUMMARY 
 
An archaeological watching brief was carried out by Witham Archaeology during groundworks 
associated with the reopening of a blocked gateway and the construction of a new drive a t The Manor 
House, 8 High Street, Morcott, Rutland. The project was commissioned by Mr Guy Noton to comply 
with a condition of planning permission imposed by Rutland County Council. All fieldwork was carried 
out during the period 21st to 25th July 2011. 
 
The site lies in an area of archaeological interest, within the historic medieval and post medieval core 
of the village of Morcott. The Manor House, a Grade II listed building of 1697 (according to a date-
stone in the facade), shows little sign of external alteration.  A stone boundary wall and associated gate 
piers on the High Street boundary are considered to be late 17th or early 18th century. The piers are 
constructed in ashlar with ball finials above. 
 
The watching brief resulted in the identification of a metalled surface, possibly forming part of a 
forecourt in the area immediately west of the house. The surface was apparently bounded to the west by 
a stone-built retaining wall, which may have defined the eastern edge of a raised terrace. Although the 
surface and wall cannot be dated with any certainty, owing to a lack of associated artefacts, there is a 
strong likelihood that they originated during an early phase in the use of the house. 
 
Two stone lined drains were record ed, both postdating rubble associated with th e collapse or 
demolition of the probable retaining wall.     
 
 
1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
An archaeological watching brief was m aintained by Witham Archaeology during groundworks 
associated with the reopening of a blocked gateway and the construction of a new drive at The Manor 
House, 8 High Street, Morcott, Rutland. The project was undertaken for Mr Guy Noton to comply with 
a condition of planning permission (Planning Ref. APP/2011/0100) imposed by Rutland County 
Council. Groundworks were completed during the period 21st to 25th July 2011.   
 
The information in this document is p resented with the proviso that further data may yet  emerge. 
Witham Archaeology cannot, therefore, be held responsible for any loss, delay or damage, material or 
otherwise, arising out of this report. The document has been prepared in accordance with the Code of 
Conduct of the Institute of Field Archaeologists. 
 
 
2.0 SITE LOCATION, TOPOGRAPHY & GEOLOGY (see Fig. 1) 
 
The village of Morcott in the parish of Morcott, Rutland, lies approximately 6km east of Uppingham 
and 12km southwest of Stamford. Th e Manor House is located  centrally in the village, south of the 
High Street at NGR SK 92299 00732.  
 
The new drive was built in gardens on the western side of the house. The area is bounded by the house 
to the east, agricu ltural buildings to the south and a li mestone wall to the north (defining the High 
Street frontage), with further gardens extending to the west. Ground level rose substantially from east 
to west. Access to  and from the High Street is th rough a g ateway (unblocked as part of the current 
project) located near the eastern end of the boundary wall. 
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Morcott is situated upon solid geology of the Ooidal Ironstone forming part of the Northamptonshire 
Sand Formation (British Geological Survey 1:50 000, maps.bgs.ac.uk/geologyviewer_google/ 
googleviewer.html).  
 
 
3.0 ARCHAEOLOGICAL & HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 
 
The site lies i n an area of archaeological interest, within the historic m edieval and post medieval core 
of Morcott (HER Ref. MLE16884). 
 
At the time of the Domesday Survey in AD1086 the parish of Morcott formed part of the king’s manor 
of Barrowden (Page 1935, 207-11). The parish church of St Mary lies in Church Lane, to the northeast 
of the Manor House at NGR SK 92463 00786). It is mostly 12th and 13th century with later add itions 
and alterations (Listed Grade I, No. 1288037). 
     
A date-stone on the west-facing facade of the Manor House (Listed Grade II, No. 1215627) indicates 
construction in the year AD1697. Externally, the building of coursed rubble with a stone roof, shows 
little sign of alteration. The boundary wall and gate piers (Grade II Listed, No. 1288033) on the High 
Street side of the property may date to the late 17th or early 18th century. The piers are formed in ashlar 
with ball finials above.      
 
    
4.0 AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
The principal objectives of the project, as set out in a W itham Archaeology specification of 6 th June 
2011, were to: 
 
• allow the preservation by record of any surviving archaeological deposits and artefacts exposed 

by the development groundwork within the constraints imposed by the contractor’s working 
methods, programme and development design. 

• produce a project archive for deposition with the appropriate museum together with a clien t 
report. 

• provide information for accession to the County Historic Environment Record. 
 
 
5.0 METHODOLOGY 
 
Construction of the new drive required a general reduction in ground level west of the house, resulting 
in the removal of deposits to a depth of c. 0.15m on the side closest to the house, increasing to c. 1m 
across higher ground to the west. Further excavations were required along the southern and western 
sides of th e drive for the foundations of new retain ing walls. All ex cavations were carried  out by 
machine, using a smooth-bladed bucket.  
 
Attendance on site was continuous during the main phases of groundwork. Features revealed in plan, as 
part excavations to achieve formation level, were cleaned by hand and then recorded using standard 
recording procedures (see below). A sect ion across the underlying stratigraphy was obtained in the 
foundation trench on the southern side of the area (see Fig. 4).   
 
All archaeologically significant features and deposits were photographed using 35mm monochrome 
film, supplemented by colour digital views. Drawings were p roduced at scales of 1 :10 and 1:20 as 
appropriate, while individual written context descriptions were made on pro forma recording sheets.     
 
 
6.0 RESULTS (see Figs. 2, 3 and 4) 

Geological deposits of orange-brown sandy clay (009) were exposed across the eastern part of the area 
(where more substantial excavations were required to achieve formation level) and in the foundation 
trench on the southern side of the area. An orange-yellow sand (018) at the south-western corner of the 
area appeared to represent a variation in the geology. 
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A cut feature [020] was part ially revealed in the base of the southern foundation trench (see Fig. 4, 
Section 3). It measured at least 1 m across by 0.25m deep and was filled by a mid brown sandy silt 
(019) with frequent limestone inclusions. The fill of the feature was identical in composition to material 
which extended to the east as a layer, sealing the natural clay. The deposit contained a small quantity of 
pottery dated as 18th century. Context (008), recorded on the stripped surface to the north, may have 
formed part of the same deposit.   

Fragments of a metalled surface were revealed at several locations: at the southern limit of excavation 
(see Plate 3) in the southe rn foundation trench, where st one surface (017) overlay the layer or fill 
(019), in a small patch on the stripped surface (not illustrated) a nd beneath a later drain, (003). Where 
seen in most detail, at the southern limit of excavation, the surface comprised rounded stone varying in 
size up to a maximum of 0.25m across. 

The eastern limit of the surface, as seen in the foundation trench, appeared to be defined by the remains 
of a limestone wall (016) running approximately north-south. Here, the wall survived to the height of 
two courses standing 0.20m high and 0.35m wide. Further to the north, a f ragment of wall [006] 
recorded in plan, may have represented a part of the same feature (see Plate 1 and Fig. 3, Plan 1).  It 
was 2.2m long (surviving length), comprising a single course of stone 90mm high and 0.48m wide, 
resting upon a broader foundation course offset slightly to the east. The western face of [006] had been 
built against a cut, [007], into clay (009) forming part of the slope. The wall was overlain by silty sand 
and limestone rubble (002), probably originating from the collapse or demolition of the feature. Similar 
deposits – (014) and (015) – sealing the metalled surface in the southern foundation trench may have 
derived from the same event or process.  

Two stone-lined drains, identical in form, were identified at the level of t he stripped surface. The first, 
[003], extended from the southern limit of excavation, running in a northerly direction aligned with the 
gateway (see Plate 2 and Fig. 3, Plan 2). It lay within a cut, [005], inserted through the layers of rubble 
(015) and (002), and was constructed from the level of the metalled surface [017]. The second drain, 
[011], ran northwest from the north wall of the southern projection from the house (see Plate 3 and Fig. 
3, Plan 3). The drains were around 0.25m wide and 0.25m deep with walls of coursed limestone and 
large, irregular capping stones. They were filled by identical deposits – (004) and (010) respectively – 
of mid greyish brown silty sand. Modern finds in the fill (010) of [011] indicate that feature continued 
in use until a comparatively recent date.       

A layer of mid yellowish brown sand (013) 0.12m – 0.2m thick extended across (014) and (015) in the 
southern foundation trench. The layer appeared to overlie the drain [003], but the evidence for this was 
not conclusive, and it is possible that the deposit was truncated by the construction cut of the drain.  

Topsoil (001) extended across the entire area, thickening from 0.15m to the west to 0.35m to the east.   

The removal of material blocking the gate way revealed gatestops on the internal faces of both piers, 
formed from integral mouldings on the stone (see Plate 4). The stops were 0.20m wide and projected 
0.12m from the internal faces of the gate. A gate hook was present on the east side.       

 
7.0 DISCUSSION & CONCLUSION 
 
The earliest activ ity recorded on the site was represented by the cut featur e found in the southern 
foundation trench. There was, however, no significant evidence of oc cupation associated with the  
feature which might have originated as an extraction pit - possibly for material used in construction of 
the house. 
 
It would appear that the fragments of masonry [006] and [017] formed parts of a retaining wall at the 
eastern edge of a terrace, while fragments of  metalling indicate a surfaced area immediately adjacent to 
the house. The arra ngement suggests a forecour t accessed via the gateway and ga rdens extending 
across a level terrace on higher ground to the west. Th e element of formality suggested by the terrace  
wall might indicate a geom etric garden design reflecting the symmetrical facade of the house a nd 
consistent with fashions of the late seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries. 
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The collapse or demolition of the wall and the blocking of the gate reflect a change in use of the area – 
the emphasis on display being replaced by more practical or func tional considerations (possibly 
activities associated with the ad jacent farmyard) as attested by the drainage installed above the 
proposed forecourt.          
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10.0 PROJECT/ ARCHIVE DETAILS 
 
10.1 Project Details 
 
SITE CODE: - 
 
PLANNING APPLICATION No.: APP/2011/0100 
 
FIELD OFFICER: Russell Trimble 
 
NGR: SK 92299 00732 
 
CIVIL PARISH: Morcott 
 
SMR No.: 
 
DATE OF INTERVENTION: 21st to 25th July 2011 
 
TYPE OF INTERVENTION: Watching Brief 
 
UNDERTAKEN FOR: Mr Guy Noton 
 
OASIS REF.: withamar1-109562 
 
 
10.2 Archive Details 
 
PRESENT LOCATION: Witham Archaeology, 65 Grantham Road, Sleaford, Lincolnshire, NG34 7NG 
 
FINAL LOCATION: Rutland County Museum, Catmose Street, Oakham, LE15 6HW 
 
MUSEUM ACCESSION No.: OAKRM: 2011.18 
 
PROPOSED ACCESSION DATE: February 2012 
 
 
The Site Archive Comprises: 
Context Records     20 
Plans at Scale 1:20    3 
Section Drawings at Scales 1:10 & 1:20  3  
Colour Digital Photographs (supplementary) 18 
Monochrome Negatives & Prints   18    
Day Sheets     2      
 
It is in tended that transfer of the archive in accordance with current published requirements will be 
undertaken following completion of this project. 
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COLOUR PLATES 
 

 
Plate 1 – Wall [006], looking south; 0.5m and 1m and scale.  
 

 
Plate 2 – Stone-lined drain [003], looking south; 0.5m and 1m scales.  
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COLOUR PLATES (Cont.) 
 

 
Plate 3 – Section 3, looking south; 1m scale.   
 

 
Plate 4 – Gate piers, looking south.  
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APPENDIX A - CONTEXT DESCRIPTIONS 
 
Context Interpretation Description 
   
001 Topsoil Loose, dark greyish brown silty sand containing frequent 

limestone to 20mm; 0.15 – 0.35m thick on south side of plot. 
002 Layer – demolition? Loose, mid greyish brown silty sand (50%) and angular 

limestone fragments to 0.2m (50%). 
003 Drain Aligned north-south; stone sides each comprising 3 courses 

of limestone to form 0.25m wide x 0.25m deep channel; 
capped by large limestone or ironstone slabs c. 30mm thick 
and generally irregular in shape.   

004 Fill of [003] Moderately compact/friable mid greyish brown sandy silt 
0.2m thick. 

005 Cut containing [003] Linear, c. 0.8m wide x 0.25m deep.   
006 Retaining wall Aligned north-south; 2.2m long x 0.48m wide x 90mm high 

(single course of limestone) upon a foundation of unknown 
depth; the foundation has an 80mm offset on the east side.  

007 Cut containing [006] Aligned north-south; c. 2.2m long x c. 0.5m wide; not 
excavated.  

008 Deposit  Moderately compact, mid reddish brown silty sand; not 
excavated 

009 Natural Compact, orange-brown sandy clay containing frequent 
ironstone fragments; thickness nor established 

010 Fill of [011] Moderately compact/friable mid greyish brown sandy silt 
containing occasional limestone to 30mm and charcoal 
flecks; 0.2m thick. 

011 Drain Aligned southeast-northwest; stone sides each comprising 3 
courses of limestone to form 0.22m wide x 0.24m deep 
channel; capping stones missing in the recorded (1.2m long) 
section but elsewhere identical to [003]. 

012 Deposit Moderately compact, mid brown sandy silt containing 
frequent mortar and charcoal flecks; not excavated. 

013 Layer Moderately compact/friable, mid yellowish brown silty sand 
containing frequent limestone to 20mm and coal to 15mm; 
0.12m – 0.2m thick. 

014 Layer – demolition? Compact light yellowish brown clay with patches of mid 
grey silty sand containing occasional limestone to 0.1m; up 
to 0.2m thick.  

015 Layer – demolition? Limestone fragments to 0.2m (90%) and light brown silty 
sand (10%); 0.2m thick. 

016 Retaining wall Aligned north-south; 0.35m wide and at least 0.2m high, 
comprising two courses of irregular limestone, average 0.2m 
across in size. 

017 Cobble surface Rounded stone varying in size to a maximum of 0.25m; 
extends to the east of wall [016]; top surface reducing in 
elevation to the north and east. 

018 Natural Loose, orange-yellow sand, at least 0.2m thick; limited to the 
southwest corner of the area, west of wall [016]. 

019 Layer and fill of [020] Loose to moderately compact, mid brown sandy silt 
containing frequent limestone to 0.1m. 

020 Cut Only partially revealed; 0.2m+ deep x at least 1m across; 
indeterminate plan shape. 

 
  



APPENDIX B – FINDS REPORTS 
 
(i) Post Roman Pottery 
Alex Beeby (Archaeological Project Services) 
 
All the material was recorded at archive level in accordance with the guidelines laid out in 
Slowikowski et al. (2001). The pottery codenames (Cname) are in accordance with the Post 
Roman pottery type series for Lincolnshire, as published in Young et al. (2005), which also 
covers surrounding counties. Equivalent codenames for Leicestershire and Rutland (Sawday, 
unpublished) are included within the archive list of the pottery in Table 1 below. 
 
Table 1, Archive list of the Post-Roman Pottery 

Cxt Lincs Cname Leics 
Cname Full Name Sub Fab Form NoS NoV W(g) Dec Part Comm Date 

002 BL EA6 Black Ware Buff 
Jar 
or 

Bowl 
1 1 239  

Lower 
wall 
to 

Base 

Large 
crude 
vessel 

17-
18th 

010 WHITE EA10 Modern 
Whiteware  Flat 2 1 9  Bases 

Uneven 
glaze; 
early 

WHITE 

L18-
19th 

019 SLIP EA7 Slipped 
Wares Buff PMD 1 1 13 

Impressed 
yellow 
design; 

brown on 
yellow 

Base  18th 

019 BERTH EA1/2 Brown 
Earthenware  

Jar 
or 

Bowl 
1 1 5  BS Fine 

walled  

019 BL EA6 Black Ware Buff Bowl 1 1 29  
Rim 
to 

girth 

Very 
fine 

glaze; 
everted 

rim 

 

 
A total of 6 s herds from 5 v essels, weighing 295 grams was recovered. The pottery dates 
from the 17th-19th centuries. Fill (019) yielded three sherds of 18th century date, including a 
press moulded dish in a Staffordshire type slipware fabric (SLIP), a pi ece of brown 
earthenware (BL) and a sherd from a very finely finished bowl in black earthenware (BL). No 
further work is required on the assemblage. 
 
(ii) Other Finds 
Gary Taylor (Archaeological Project Services) 
 
Two other finds weighing a total of 112g were recovered. They are in good, archive-stable 
condition. 
 
Table 2 

 Cxt Material Description NoF W (g) Date 

002 plaster Reed and plaster, whitewashed 1 102 Post-medieval 

012 glass Dark olive green bottle 1 10 19th-early 20th 
century 

 



The other finds include a pi ece of early modern glass which is probably domestic debris. 
There is also a piece of reed and plaster. This was whitewashed and is probably wall plaster. 
Of post-medieval date, this signifies structures on site with wall panels of such material. No 
further work is required on the assemblage. 
 
 
SPOT DATE 
002  17th-18th century AD 
010  Late 18th – 19th century AD 
012  19th-early 20th century 
019  18th century AD 
 
ABBREVIATIONS 
BS  Body sherd 
CXT  Context 
NoS  Number of sherds 
NoV  Number of vessels 
W (g)  Weight (grams) 
 
REFERENCES 
Sawday, D, 2008 Pottery codenames for Leicestershire, unpublished. 
Slowikowski, A. M., Nenk, B., and Pearce, J., 2001, Minimum Standards for the Processing, 

Recording, Analysis and Publication of Post-Roman Ceramics, Medieval Pottery 
Research Group Occasional Paper 2 

Young, J., Vince, A.G. and Nailor, V., 2005, A Corpus of Saxon and Medieval Pottery from 
Lincoln (Oxford) 
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