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LAND TO THE REAR OF 67 HIGH STREET, 

MAXEY, PETERBOROUGH 
 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL TRIAL TRENCH EVALUATION 
 

 

SUMMARY 
 

This report describes the results of an archaeological trial trench evaluation undertaken by Witham 

Archaeology at No. 67 High Street, Maxey. The project was commissioned by Mr and Mrs Chiva in 

compliance with a condition of planning permission, relating to the proposed construction of two 

detached houses. The site lies to the south of the High Street, in gardens to the rear of the existing 

house, covering an area of just under 1 Hectare.  

 

Aerial photographic surveys and a series of large-scale excavations have revealed an abundance of 

archaeological sites and monuments on the gravel terraces in the Maxey area, dating from the 

Neolithic period onwards. Funerary and ceremonial monuments predominate during the Neolithic and 

Bronze Age periods, with settlement evidence, primarily in the form of small farmsteads, becoming 

more common during the Iron Age and Roman periods. Middle Saxon settlement remains, including at 

least seven rectangular buildings, were found on land to the west of the existing village, during 

excavations carried out in advance of gravel extraction. The pottery was of an unusual type, now 

known as Maxey Ware. There is no entry for Maxey in the Domesday Book, but Saxo-Norman and 

medieval remains have been recorded at several locations in the village. 

 

The only feature of potential archaeological significance revealed by the evaluation was an undated 

ditch or gully found in the north-eastern part of the site. The feature was set at an oblique angle to the 

High Street and might, therefore, belong to an early phase of activity, predating the establishment of 

the medieval and later settlement. The absence of associated finds or evidence of contemporary 

occupation suggests a field boundary located away from areas of actual settlement. A late medieval 

French jetton (unstratified) was found in the same area. Further to the west, trenches revealed a high 

degree of modern disturbance relating to the excavation of a series of gravel or rubbish pits.      

 

 

1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 

This report describes the results of an archaeological trial trench evaluation undertaken by Witham 

Archaeology on the site of a proposed housing development, comprising two detached two-storey 

houses and associated garages, at No. 67 High Street, Maxey, Peterborough. The project was 

commissioned by Mr and Mrs Chiva, in compliance with a condition of planning permission (16
th

 

March 2007) imposed by Planning Services, Peterborough City Council. The requirements for the 

evaluation were set out by Peterborough City Council Archaeology Service, in a brief dated 13
th

 August 

2009. Archaeological fieldwork was completed during the period 15
th

 to 19
th

 February 2010.   

 

The information in this document is presented with the proviso that further data may yet emerge. 

Witham Archaeology cannot, therefore, be held responsible for any loss, delay or damage, material or 

otherwise, arising out of this report. The document has been prepared in accordance with the Code of 

Conduct of the Institute of Field Archaeologists. 

 

 

2.0 SITE LOCATION, TOPOGRAPHY & GEOLOGY (see Figs. 1 and 2) 
 

The village of Maxey in the administrative district of Peterborough Unitary Authority lies 

approximately 10km east of Stamford and 12km northwest of the centre of Peterborough. The site, at 

NGR TF 1275 0798, is located to the south side of the High Street, in the southern extents of gardens to 

the rear of Nos. 67 and 67a (just under 1 Hectare in area). A privet hedge marked the boundary between 

the original gardens of Nos. 67 and 67a. Grass predominated in the smaller, western compartment 
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(garden of No 67a), interspersed by frequent shrubs and trees, while areas of grass, concrete (three 

separate slabs) and tarmac were present in the area to the east.   

 

Maxey lies within a slightly raised area of land, on river terrace gravels over Kellaways clays. Alluvial 

clays extend around the fringes of the area of raised ground (British Geological Survey, England & 

Wales Sheet 158, Solid & Drift, 1:50 000).   

 

 

3.0 ARCHAEOLOGICAL & HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 
 

A dense complex of cropmarks visible on aerial photographs of the area around Maxey (particularly in 

the area south of the village, extending to the line of the ‘Maxey Cut’) attests to a history of intense 

landuse from at least the Neolithic period (RCHME 1960). Excavations carried out in advance of large-

scale gravel extraction have demonstrated a predominance, during the Neolithic and Bronze periods, of 

monuments associated with ceremonial and funerary activity, with evidence relating to settlement and 

agricultural practice becoming more common during the Iron Age and Roman periods (Pryor & French 

1985).   

 

Neolithic 

Excavations in the Maxey area have revealed a number of important Neolithic sites, including a 

causewayed enclosure at Etton, c. 1km to the southeast, several henge monuments, and the remains of a 

cursus or cursii. Many of these remains were located in relatively close proximity to the present site. 

 

A cursus (HER 51817 and HER 00244d), possibly representing an early phase of activity in the area,  

was located at a distance of c. 300m to the southwest of No. 67 High Street. The feature lay on a 

southeast to northwest alignment, comprising a pair of parallel ditches c. 58m apart, which extended 

between the Maxey Cut and the River Welland. Some postholes, and a large pit containing a polished 

stone axe together with sherds of pottery, may have been associated with the cursus.  

 

Two pit circles (HER 51817) located in the same area appear to have succeeded the cursus. Each circle 

contained ten oval-shaped pits, forming circumferences of 4.6m and 7.1m respectively. Finds were 

limited to occasional fragments of animal bone and pottery attributed to the third or early second 

millennium BC.  

 

A henge type monument (centre at a distance of c. 350m southwest of No. 67 High Street) post-dated 

the cursus and appeared to respect the pit circles (HER 51817). It comprised an outer, penannular ditch, 

enclosing an area of 123m by 115m, and an inner ring ditch, 39m in external diameter, which contained 

a mound of topsoil and turf interpreted as a possible a bowl barrow. An oval barrow (identified as 

Bronze Age in the Peterborough HER – ref. No. 00244a), was found in the opening on the eastern side 

of the outer ditch, aligning with the centre of the henge. It contained a single crouched inhumation. 

 

Bronze Age 

Although Bronze Age activity in the Maxey area is well attested by the large number of ring ditches 

(interpreted as probable barrows but perhaps including hut sites and enclosures) recorded as cropmarks 

(HER 51833), evidence from excavations on the southern periphery of the village has largely been 

restricted to artefact scatters.  

 

Iron Age 

An Iron Age date has been proposed for two small, square-sided enclosures, found in close proximity to 

the Neolithic henge-type monument (see above). Interpreted as possible early Iron Age barrows, the 

features, together with further cropmark examples, may form part of a cemetery comparable those 

known from East Yorkshire. One of the enclosures had a pit or posthole at each corner, while the other 

encompassed a mound of gravel (Pryor and French 1985, p. 237). 

 

The small enclosures were post-dated by features of middle to late Iron Age date, which were indicative 

of domestic settlement related activity. The features included enclosure ditches, a clay domed oven, and 

evidence of structures, in the form of a circular eavesdrip gully, and slots and gullies relating to another 

building (Pryor and French 1985, p. 239-42). 
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Pit alignments (HER 51832) within the Maxey complex of cropmarks are thought to be Iron Age in date 

but could be Roman. 

 

Romano-British 

Occupation in the area immediately south of Maxey appears to have continued into the Romano-British 

period, with the evidence pointing to a possible expansion in settlement size and prosperity during the 

late first and early second centuries, accompanied by a slight, north-eastward shift in focus (Pryor and 

French 1985, p. 309). There were as many as six buildings during the early Roman-British period, set 

within a pattern of enclosures and ditch systems, many incorporating earlier alignments. A small 

cemetery contained at least seven burials, while pottery from the site suggests a comparatively low 

status by regional standards. After a probable hiatus in settlement (possibly due to freshwater flooding) 

settlement may have resumed later in the Roman period, on higher ground to the northeast, outside the 

excavated areas and southeast of No. 67 High Street.    

 

Anglo-Saxon 

Although there is no entry for Maxey in the Domesday Book, the archaeological record provides clear 

evidence of pre-conquest origins.  

 

Excavations on the western periphery of the village (c. 300m west of No. 67 High Street), carried out in 

advance of gravel extraction, revealed a middle Saxon settlement (HER 02175), including the remains 

of at least seven rectangular buildings, all of posthole construction, together with ancillary structures 

interpreted as possible storage huts. The pottery was of an unusual type, since designated ‘Maxey Ware’ 

(Addeyman 1964). 

 

A large quantity of Saxo-Norman pottery was recovered in during excavations in 1962, on Stepping 

Lane (HER 02159), c. 200m to the northeast of the current site (Addeyman 1964). Recent excavations 

have recovered evidence of late Saxon activity at Castle End (see below) and at No. 37 West End Road 

(c. 250m north of No. 67 High Street), where a pit containing early to mid 11
th

 century pottery and a 

substantial assemblage of animal bone, was located during an evaluation (Failes 2009).  

 

Medieval 

In the medieval period, The High Street was one of a number of separate settlement foci at Maxey, 

along with West End Road, Castle End Road, the area around St Peter’s church to the west (now 

isolated from the village),  the outlying Nunton and Lolham sites (also to the west), and Deeping Gate.  

 

On West End Road, archaeological investigations at No. 19 (c. 300m northwest of No. 67 High Street) 

have revealed evidence of settlement dating from the early 12
th

 century onwards (HER 51324 and HER 

51411). Remains associated with the earliest phase of occupation (AD1100-1200) included a timber-

framed structure and boundary ditches, while the subsequent phase (AD1200-1450) was represented by 

features including a stone-lined well and the stone foundations of two structures, as well as boundary 

ditches (Hickling 2005a and 2006). Also on West End Road, trial trenching at No. 37 (see above) 

revealed evidence of medieval activity, in the form of a ditch and a large cut interpreted as a possible 

pit. An undated ditch and a sub-circular feature may have belonged to the same period (Failes 2009). 

 

Significant evidence relating to medieval settlement has been recovered during archaeological work in 

Castle End. At the Coal Yard site (Conner 1999 and Hickling 2006) occupation spanned the 11
th

 to 15
th

 

centuries, with timber buildings on at least two adjacent properties fronting onto Castle End Road, 

while similar buildings to the south may have fronted onto another street. The timber structures appear 

to have been replaced by stone buildings in the 13
th

 and 14
th

 centuries. More recent work in Castle End, 

at Willow Tree Farm (Hickling 2003 & 2005b), has identified remains of comparable date and 

character (HER 51372 & HER 51250). The earliest phase of activity (10th to mid 12th century) was 

represented by pits, postholes and small ditches, occurring in the backyards of properties along Castle 

End Road. The archaeological record suggests an intensification of activity during the period 1150 to 

1350 coinciding with possible changes in property alignments, followed by a decline in the years to 

1450. A large quarry or water hole and a stone-lined feature, possibly a drain, were also recorded, 

together with the remains of later medieval stone buildings and a hearth. 

 

The remains of Maxey Castle (HER 00639; Scheduled Ancient Monument 23404) - surviving as a 

moated site with associated fishponds - lie at the northern end of Castle End Road. A licence to 
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embattle the ‘castle’ or fortified manor was granted in 1374-5, while its buildings, including a curtain 

wall and keep, are shown on a 16
th

 century map.  
 

Remnants of medieval ridge and furrow field systems have been encountered in various excavations 

around Maxey. Furrows are also visible in aerial photographs of the area (HER 51835 and HER 

08544a). 

 

Post Medieval 

The extent of the post-medieval settlement is evident in the distribution of historic buildings in the 

modern village. 

 

The farmhouse (HER 50970) at Manor Farm, a short distance to the east of No. 67 High Street, is early 

17
th

 century in date with later additions, while a barn and stables (HER 50972) associated with the farm 

are believed to date from early 18
th

 century. A drystone garden wall (HER 50971) on the western side 

of the farmhouse is probably nineteenth century. All of the above elements of the farm complex are 

Grade II listed. 

 

A Grade II listed thatched cottage (HER 50978) at No. 36, situated on the opposite side of the High 

Street to Manor Farm, is 17/18
th

 century in date. Together these buildings (or, perhaps, No. 65 – see 

below) may define the western limit of post-medieval settlement along the High Street, which contains a 

particular concentration of listed buildings east of School Lane.  

 

The Ordnance Survey map of 1886 depicts the area of the proposed development as forming part of  a 

field or paddock extending between the existing boundaries of Nos. 65 and 67a, and the High Street. 

The house and garden of No. 65 lie at the north-eastern corner of the field, and a pond or pit is depicted 

in the approximate vicinity of the development site.        

 

  

4.0 AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 

The principal objectives of the project, as set out in a Witham Archaeology specification of 4
th

 February 

2010, were to: 

 

� provide information on the presence/absence, nature, date and quality of survival of 

archaeological deposits and remains which might be contained within the site, at the 

depth of proposed construction disturbance, and to assess the importance of such remains 

in terms of their local, regional and national context. 

� assess the possible scale of development impact on any remains and provide information 

which might influence development design so that impact on any remains can be avoided 

or minimised. 

� provide information that will allow the local planning authority to reconcile development 

proposals with their policy for preserving archaeological remains and make an informed 

and reasoned decision on a planning application. 

� provide site specific archaeological information which (if necessary) would allow for the 

design and integration of timing and funding of any further archaeological work (or other 

mitigating strategy) which might be required in advance of or during any subsequent 

development programme. 

� produce a project archive for deposition with the appropriate museum and from which the 

potential for further study and academic research could be assessed. 

� provide information for accession to the Peterborough Historic Environment Record 

(HER). 

 

 

5.0 METHODOLOGY 
 

Five trenches were excavated, each measuring 1.6m wide and totalling c. 45m in length. Prior to the 

commencement of fieldwork, provisional trench locations were agreed with the Peterborough 

Archaeology Service, focussing upon those areas most likely to be affected (primarily the footprints of 
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the proposed houses) by development groundworks. In the event, some adjustment of layout was 

required in the western part of the site, to avoid tree stumps and roots, as well as the north-south hedge. 

 

Topsoil and other recent deposits were removed by a mechanical excavator fitted with a 1.6m wide 

toothless ditching bucket. Trench bases and representative samples of the trench sides were 

subsequently cleaned by hand, prior to the part-excavation of features and deposits of potential 

archaeological origin, to ascertain character, extent and date. 

 

Excavated features were recorded through drawn plans and sections at scales of 1: 20 and 1: 50 as 

appropriate. This record was augmented by colour photographs and written context records on pro 

forma recording sheets. Trenches and reference points used for recording were located in relation to 

fixed reference points by EDM total station.  

 

 

6.0 RESULTS 

6.1 Trenches 1 and 2 (see Fig. 3 and Plates 1 – 4) 

In Trenches 1 and 2, terrace sand and gravel deposits (011) occurred at a depth of c. 0.80m below 

existing ground level. They were overlain by a layer of silty clay with frequent angular gravel (010), 

extending throughout both trenches and varying in thickness between 0.12m and 0.20m (north to south). 

The latter deposit was sealed by a layer of brownish grey sandy silt (012), interpreted as a possible 

buried soil, which extended throughout the majority of Trench 1 before thinning out to the south, near 

the join with Trench 2. 

An undated ditch or gully, [006]/[009], measuring at least 8.75m long by 1.20m wide (max.), extended 

across Trenches 1 and 2 on a southeast to northwest alignment, cutting (010) and possibly cutting (012). 

The feature contained a primary fill of sandy clay with small gravel inclusions, (005)/ (008), apparently 

derived from the surrounding natural sand and gravel deposits, and a secondary fill of sandy silt, 

(004)/(007). The ditch was encountered at depths of between 0.64 and 0.74m below existing ground 

level. 

Ditch [006]/[009] was sealed by a layer of mid brown sandy clay, (003), 0.22m to 0.30m thick, which 

may be interpreted as a relict plough-soil of medieval or later date. The latter deposit was sealed by a 

layer of mid brown sandy silt (002), which thickened from 0.14m in Trench 2 to 0.26m at the northern 

end of Trench 1.  Topsoil (001) in Trenches 1 and 2 was c. 0.30m thick. 

The only significant find from Trench 1 was an unstratified late medieval French jetton (see Appendix 

B).  

6.2 Trenches 3, 4 and 5 (see Fig 4 and Plates 5 - 6) 

In Trenches 4 and 5, terrace sand and gravel deposits, (025), were encountered at respective depths of 

0.74m and 0.64m below existing ground level. Similar deposits in Trench 3 were only visible at its 

extreme northern end, where there had been a lower level of disturbance from modern pit digging (see 

below). Here, the sand and gravel was overlain by a layer of clayey silt, (026), 0.30 to 0.35m thick. 

The remainder of Trench 3 was occupied by a series of large, cut features, interpreted as probable pits 

of early to mid twentieth century date. The northernmost of these pits, [019], had a straight northern 

edge, cutting layer (026) and extending beyond the limits of the trench east and west. The feature was 

filled by soft sandy silt, (018) containing frequent modern bottles, as well as tin and ceramic fragments. 

Pit [019] had been truncated on its southern side by a second pit, [020]. The latter feature had minimum 

dimensions of 6.0m north to south, by 5.0m (as seen in Trenches 4 and 5) east to west, and contained a 

fill of mid brown sandy silt (017).   

The western and eastern limits of another pit (or pits), [033], were located in Trenches 4 and 5. 

Although the feature (or features) intersected with pit [020], it was not possible to determine their 

stratigraphic relationship, owing to the similarity of their respective fills. Pit [033] was filled by mid 

brown sandy silt (023) containing frequent gravel and occasional patches of ash and charcoal. A strip of 
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sand and gravel (024), aligned east-west across the trench base, within the limits of (023), may have 

represented a variation (redeposited?) in fill, or a bridge of undisturbed ‘natural’ between two pits.  

Although the further extents of Trenches 4 and 5 were largely unaffected by modern pit digging, they 

displayed no evidence of archaeologically significant activity, the only feature being a modern service 

trench [030], aligned southeast to northwest in Trench 4. The latter was 0.28m wide and at least 0.40m 

deep (as measured to the top of the ceramic pipe).   

 

7.0 DISCUSSION & CONCLUSION 
 

At No. 67 High Street, terrace sand and gravel deposits were located at depths of between 0.64m and 

0.76 below existing ground level. In the north-eastern part of the site (Trenches 1 and 2) the sand and 

gravel was overlain by silty clay, which was in turn sealed by a possible soil layer. The only feature of 

potential archaeological significance was an undated ditch or gully (also in Trenches 1 and 2) aligned 

southeast to northwest. There does not appear to be any correspondence in terms of alignment between 

the ditch and features shown on plans from previous excavations on land to the south (see 3.0 

Archaeological and Historical Background). However, the stratigraphic position of the feature (sealed 

by deposits interpreted as possible relict plough-soils – see below) and its alignment (at an oblique 

angle to the High Street) might be taken to indicate a comparatively early date, predating the medieval 

settlement of Maxey. 

 

Thick soils occurred across the site, overlying the possible buried soil in Trench 1. These soils may be 

interpreted as relict plough-soils, possibly derived from medieval and later arable farming. There was 

no evidence to suggest the remains of the ‘ridge and furrow’ typical of medieval open field systems, but 

aerial photography and excavation has established the presence of such activity on land to the south of 

the village. On the Ordnance Survey map of 1886 (see above) the site lies in agricultural land at the 

western periphery of the settlement, and it may be speculated that a similar absence of occupation 

pertained during the medieval period. The most noteworthy find from the site, was the late medieval 

French jetton found in Trench 1 (see Appendix B). 

 

Trenches in the western part of the site revealed a high level of modern disturbance, in the form of 

rubbish pits (possibly originating as gravel extraction pits), which appear to have been excavated and 

back-filled during the first part of the twentieth century. The pits occurred in a lower-lying part of the 

site, with surface ground level dipping noticeably in the angle between Trenches 3 and 4. A sample of 

finds, including bottles, pottery and tin, was retrieved during the machine excavation of some of the 

deposits contained within the pits. It should be noted that the pits occur in approximately the same area 

as a pit or pond shown on the Ordnance Survey maps of 1886 and 1902. 

 

In conclusion, trial trenching at No. 67 High Street revealed a comparatively low potential for features 

of archaeological significance within the area of the proposed development, the only feature of 

archaeological interest being an undated ditch or gully located in the north-eastern part of the site. The 

feature lay at a depth of 0.64m or more below existing ground level and is, therefore, unlikely to be 

substantially affected by excavations for foundation trenches. In conjunction with the map evidence, the 

results of the evaluation suggest an absence of settlement in the immediate vicinity of the site during the 

medieval and post-medieval periods. The undated ditch might, therefore, relate to an earlier phase of 

activity, possibly prehistoric or Romano-British, when, given the lack of associated artefactual material, 

it might have functioned as a boundary marker or drain.  
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10.0 PROJECT/ ARCHIVE DETAILS 
 

 

10.1 Project Information 

 

SITE CODE: HSMA10 

 

PLANNING APPLICATION No.: 06/01687/OUT 

 

FIELD OFFICER: R Trimble 

 

NGR: TF 1275 0798 

 

CIVIL PARISH: Maxey 

 

SMR No.: 

 

DATE OF INTERVENTION: 15-19
th 

February 2010 

 

TYPE OF INTERVENTION: Trial Trench Evaluation 

 

UNDERTAKEN FOR: Mr and Mrs Chiva 

 

 

10.2 Archive Details 

 

PRESENT LOCATION: Witham Archaeology, 65 Grantham Road, Sleaford, Lincolnshire, NG34 7NG 

 

FINAL LOCATION: Peterborough Museum and Art Gallery 

 

MUSEUM ACCESSION No.: - 

 

ACCESSION DATE: - 

 

 

The Site Archive Comprises: 

Context Records    33 

Plans at Scale 1:50   1 

Plans at Scale 1:20   1 

Section Drawings at Scale 1:50  1 

Section Drawings at Scale 1:20  1 

Colour Print Photographs  25 

Set of Site Notes    1 

 

It is intended that transfer of the archive in accordance with current published requirements will be 

undertaken following completion of this project. 



Witham Archaeology Report No. 18: Land to the rear of 67 High Street, Maxey  

Archaeological Trial Trench Evaluation 

 

 

9 

COLOUR PLATES 
 

 

 
Plate 1 – Trench 1 including ditch [009]; looking north with 0.5m and 1m scales  

 

 

 
Plate 2 – Trench 1 including [009]; looking southeast with 0.5 and 1m scales 
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COLOUR PLATES (Cont.) 
 

 

 
Plate 3 – Trench 1 showing possible soil (012) removed; looking southeast with 1m scale   

 

 

 
Plate 4 – Trench 2 including [006]; looking southeast with 0.5 and 1m scales 
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COLOUR PLATES (Cont.) 
 

 

 
Plate 5 – Trench 3, looking north-northeast; 1m scale 

 

 

 
Plate 6 – Trenches 4 and 5, looking west; 1m scale   
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APPENDIX A - CONTEXT DESCRIPTIONS 

 
No. Interpretation Description 

001 Topsoil Soft/loose, mid to dark brownish grey slightly sandy silt; 0.30m thick max. 

002 Layer  Moderately compact, mid brown clayey sandy silt; 0.25m thick max. 

003 Layer – plough-soil? Moderately compact to compact, light to mid brown sandy clay; 0.30m thick 

max. 

004 Fill of [006] Soft, mid brown-grey sandy silt; 0.24m thick max. 

005 Primary fill of [006] Moderately compact to compact, mid yellowish brown, sandy clay containing 

frequent small gravel; 0.16m thick max. 

006 Ditch or gully Linear cut, 0.95m wide x 0.40m deep; sides sloping at around 45° to a sharply 

rounded base. 

007 Fill of [009] = (004); 0.30m thick max. 

008 Primary fill of [009] = (005); 0.14m thick max. 

009 Ditch or gully – 

continuation of [006] 

Linear cut, 1.20m wide x 0.44m deep; sides sloping at around 45° to a sharply 

rounded base. 

010 Natural Moderately compact/stiff, light to mid yellowish brown silty clay; 0.20m thick 

max. 

011 Terrace gravel Loose to moderately compact, mid brown sand 50%, angular gravel to 15mm 

50%. Excavated to upper surface only. 

012 Natural – possible 

soil? 

Moderately compact, brownish grey silty clay 60%, gravel 40%; 0.16m thick 

max. 

013 Void No.  

014 Topsoil Loose to moderately compact mid to dark greyish brown silty sand; 0.30m thick 

max. 

015 Layer or fill of pit 

[020] – topsoil-like  

Loose to moderately compact mid to dark greyish brown silty sand; 0.35m+ 

thick. 

016 Layer or fill of pit 

[020] 

Loose, mid to dark brownish grey sandy silt; 0.10m thick. 

017 Layer or fill of pit 

[020] 

Soft, mid yellowish brown sandy silt; 0.50m+ thick 

018 Fill of [019] Soft, mid to dark brownish grey sandy silt including frequent modern bottles, tin 

and occasional pot; 0.15m+ thick.  

019 Rubbish pit Uncertain shape, extending beyond trench limits to E and W; at least 3.00m N-S 

x 1.60m E-W; apparently cut to the S by [020]; depth not ascertained. 

020 Rubbish pit Uncertain shape; extends beyond trench limits E and W but rounded corners 

found in Trenches 4 and 5 to S; approximately 6.00m N-S x 5.00m E-W; depth 

not ascertained.  

021 Topsoil = (014); 0.25m thick 

022 Fill of [033]? Loose, light to mid brown and yellowish brown, sand and gravel; 0.50m thick 

max. 

023 Fill of [033]? Loose to moderately compact, mid brown, sandy silt; 0.30m thick 

024 Natural gravel – 

possibly redeposited in 

[033] 

Loose, light to mid brown, coarse sand and gravel; unexcavated 

025 Natural Loose orange-brown, sand 50% and gravel 50%; 0.10m+ thick 

026 Layer – plough-soil? Soft/moderately compact, mid brown clayey silt; 0.30m to 0.45m thick 

027 Natural gravel – 

possibly redeposited 

As (024); probably cut by [019] and [020] but could be redeposited into a pit. 

028 Fill of [033] = (022); probable continuation of (022) 

029 Fill of [030] Loose, mixed gravel and topsoil; 0.40m depth to top of pipe. 

030 Pipe trench Linear, aligned SE-NW; 0.24m wide x 0.40m+ deep 

031 Unstratified Finds from Trench 1 

032 Unstratified Finds from Trench 3  

033 Pit? Pit at S end of Trench 3; identified by E and W edges in Trenches 4 and 5.  
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APPENDIX B 
 

THE FINDS 

By Gary Taylor 
 

POST ROMAN POTTERY 

 

Introduction 

All the material was recorded at archive level in accordance with the guidelines laid out in Slowikowski et al. (2001). 

The pottery codenames (Cname) are in accordance with the Post Roman pottery type series for Lincolnshire, as 

published in Young et al. (2005), and applicable in adjacent counties.  Two sherds from 2 vessels, weighing 264 grams 

were recovered from the site. 

 

Methodology 

The material was laid out and viewed in context order.  Sherds were counted and weighed by individual vessel within 

each context.  The pottery was examined visually.  An archive list of the pottery is included in Table 1.  The pottery 

ranges in date from the late 19th to mid 20th century. 

 

Condition 

 

Results 

Table 1, Post Roman Pottery Archive 

 Cxt Cname Full Name Fabric Form NoS NoV 
W 
(g) 

Decoration Part Date 

ENGS Modern 
English 
stoneware 

 jar 1 1 64 Impressed 
grooves 

complete Late 19th-mid 20th 
century 

032 

UGRE Unglazed 
red 
earthenware 

 Planter? 1 1 200  BS & R Late 19th-mid 20th 
century 

 

Provenance 

Both ceramic finds were recovered from (032). 

 

Range 

Two early modern pieces of ceramic were retrieved. One is perhaps a paste jar, the second is likely to be a planter or 

similar vessel. 

 

Potential 

The ceramic finds have limited potential other than providing some dating evidence. 

 

 

GLASS 

 

Introduction 

A large quantity of glass, 23 items weighing a total of 4486g, was recovered from a single context. 

 

Condition 

Although naturally fragile the glass is in good condition. Only 1 piece is broken, though another has been distorted by 

heat in the past. 
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Results 

Table 2, Glass Archive 

 Cxt Description NoF W (g) Date 

Square moulded ‘Camp Coffee’ bottles by Pattersons of Glasgow, early-mid 
20th century 

2 800 

Moulded paste jars (different sizes), early-mid 20th century 2 233 

Flattened oval bottles, 1 marked ‘Yeast-Vite’, 3 with aluminium screw tops, 1 
distorted through heat, early-mid 20th century 

4 145 

Paste jar, early-mid 20th century 1 130 

Square bottles, early-mid 20th century 2 471 

Ink bottle/well, early-mid 20th century 1 60 

Pale green ink bottle/well, mid-late 19th century 1 102 

Flat moulded screw top bottle, early-mid 20th century 1 214 

Flat moulded bottle, early-mid 20th century 1 71 

Brown flat moulded screw-top bottle, early-mid 20th century 1 74 

Hexagonal bottle, marked ‘not to be taken’, early-mid 20th century 1 90 

Square moulded bottle marked ‘Foster Clark Ltd Maidstone, Eiffel Tower 
Lemonade’, early-mid 20th century 

1 94 

Moulded paste jar, late 19th-mid 20th century 1 163 

Light green square bottle, marked ‘Osmond & Son Ltd, Grimby, Lincs’, late 
19th-erly 20th century 

1 102 

Brown oval jar, marked ‘16oz Bovril Limited C515’, early-mid 20th century 1 338 

Brown flattened oval jar marked ‘Oxo 16oz’, early-mid 20th century 1 335 

032 

Dark green wine bottle, steep kick-up, late 19th-mid 20th century 1 1064 

Early-
mid 
20th 
century 

Totals 23 4486  

 

Provenance 

All of the glass was recovered from (032).  There are examples of bottles that were made, or had contents manufactured, 

in Glasgow, Grimsby and Maidstone. 

 

Range 

All the glass is from vessels. There are various beverage, meat extract, and other bottles, several paste jars, ink bottles 

and a wine bottle, and the earliest are 19th century date, with most of them being of the early-mid 20th century. One piece 

is marked ‘Osmond & Son’. This firm was an agricultural chemists and operated from 1897-1976. 

 

Potential 

The glass, being of early modern date, is of limited potential but indicates the presence of a probable bottle dump of 

early-mid 20th century date.  That almost all the glass vessels are intact indicates the dump did not experience subsequent 

disturbance. 

 

 

OTHER FINDS 

 

Introduction 

Two other finds weighing a total of 10g were retrieved. 

 

Condition 

The other finds are in good, archive-stable condition. The jetton is little worn  

 

Results 
Table 3, Other Materials 

 Cxt Material Description NoF W (g) Date 

031 
Copper alloy French jetton, 3 fleurs de lys, ‘Ave Maria’ legend; 

floriate cross reverse (terminals as fleurs de lys) 
1 3 14th-

15th 
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century 

032 aluminium Paste container, marked ‘Gibbs Dentifrice’ 1 7 Mid 
20th 
century 

 

Provenance 

The other finds were recovered from (031) and (032). The jetton is French. 

 

Range 

Both of the other finds are of metal. A modern toothpaste container and a late medieval jetton or counting token were 

recovered. The jetton is French and bears fleurs de lys. The legend is in lombardic characters and the words ‘Ave Maria’, 

a common feature of late medieval French tokens, is visible, though the remainders of the legends are unreadable. 

 

Potential 

The other finds are of limited potential though the jetton indicates activity of probably 14th-15th century date at the site or 

close by. 

 

 

SPOT DATING 

The dating in Table 4 is based on the evidence provided by the finds detailed above. 

 

Table 4, Spot dates 

Cxt Date Comments 

031 14th-15th century Based on 1 token 

032 Mid 20th century  

 

ABBREVIATIONS  

BS  Body sherd 

CXT  Context 

NoF  Number of Fragments 

NoS  Number of sherds 

NoV  Number of vessels 

W (g)  Weight (grams) 
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