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1 Introduction

The Stiperstones hills form part of the upland area of south Shropshire. The area
comprises rough moorland and areas of unimproved pasture surrounding ridge-top
peaks of frost-shattered tors of distinctive white quartzite sandstone.

A large proportion of The Stiperstones lie within an English Nature designated
National Nature Reserve. By the early 21st century new land management practices
were being introduced to areas outside the National Nature Reserve as part of an
English Nature-led project known as "Back to purple: conserving and restoring The
Stiperstones". This project involved the restoration to heathland of significant areas
of the landscape which at the time were planted with coniferous woodland.

However, it was recognised that groundworks associated with these new
management regimes might have a significantly adverse effect on the archaeological
resource of the area. Field inspections had demonstrated that the small number of
recorded archaeological sites and monuments on The Stiperstones hills greatly
under-represented the actual number and complexity of sites within this landscape.

It was considered essential that an archaeological survey should be made of The
Stiperstones in order to identify and assess the archaeological resource of this area.
Shropshire County Council’s Archaeology Service undertook this archaeological
survey, which comprised a desk-based assessment followed by a Level 1 field
survey. The survey project has been funded by English Heritage, English Nature,
and Shropshire County Council. Other partners included the Shropshire Wildlife
Trust.

Work on the survey project began in September 2003, and the desk-based and field
survey elements were completed by March 2004. Analysis of the data collected by
the survey was carried out in 2004-5, resulting in a land management report
produced for the project partners (Hannaford, 2005), and this article

Setting and location
The Stiperstones hills form part of the upland area of south Shropshire. The hills that
include the Stiperstones form a ridge within this upland area approximately 12km
long northeast to southwest by c 2km wide. The Stiperstones form part of the
Shropshire Hills Natural Area and lie within both the Shropshire Hills Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) and the Shropshire Hills Environmentally
Sensitive Area (ESA), and form part of the Stiperstones and Hollies Site of Special
Scientific Interest (SSSI) which is a candidate for Special Area for Conservation
under the European Habitats Directive.

The study area for The Stiperstones Hills Archaeological Survey was chosen to
investigate upland areas generally above the 350m contour line. The study area
included all of the English Nature designated Stiperstones National Nature Reserve
and part of the Brook Vessons Shropshire Wildlife Trust site. The study area also
included The Hollies to the northeast of the National Nature Reserve and The Knolls,
Nipstone Rock, The Rock and Black Rhadley Hill to the southwest.
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Topography and geology
The Stiperstones hills comprise a ridge rising to between 400m to 530m above sea
level. The southern end of the ridge (Nipstone and the Rock) is separated from the
rest of the main ridge by a saddle of lower ground in The Bog and The Knolls areas.
Black Rhadley is a distinct hill at the southern end of the ridge. Steep-sided valleys,
known locally as "beaches" (or "batches" on the Long Mynd to the east), run into the
western side of the hills, creating the promontories of Crowsnest, Oak Hill, and Green
Hill.

The geology of the area consists of a sequence of Ordovician rocks, dipping sharply
down to the west. The ridge-top is marked by an outcropping band of distinctive
white quartzite known as the Stiperstones Quartzite (a pure white quartz sandstone),
over the Mytton Flags, a blue-grey, flaggy, greywacke siltstone. Mineralization within
the Mytton Flags gave rise to mining industries principally for lead (and silver) and
barytes (Toghill, 1990). Steep-sided valleys, known locally as "beaches" (or
"batches" on the Long Mynd to the east), run into the western side of the hills,
creating the promontories of Crowsnest, Oak Hill, and Green Hill.

Vegetation and land-use
The majority of the study area is covered by heathland. The vegetation comprises a
mixture of dwarf shrubs and gorse, with an admixture of bracken on the middle to
lower slopes of the hillsides. There is some mixed woodland and scrub at the
northern end of the study area (on Resting Hill and Crowsnest Dingle) which has
been in place since the 19th century at least, although there has been some felling of
these areas in the 20th century for the creation of new pasture. A 19th-century
conifer plantation on the southeastern flank of the hills (Gatten Plantation) was re-
planted in the second half of the 20th century, and this and another plantation on
Nipstone Rock have recently been felled as part of the "Back to Purple" heathland
regeneration programme. There are further conifer plantations on the southwestern
and southeastern flanks of Nipstone hill and The Rock.

There is some rough grazing of the heathland, but there are also areas of grass
pasture. These are the areas known as Blakemoorgate, Blakemoorflat, and the
Paddock, The Bog at the southern end of the study area, and Perkins Beach on the
west side. These areas are also the sites of former squatter-type subsistence
farming settlements associated with lead mining industries. The settlements at
Blakemoorgate, Blakemoorflat, and the Paddock are now deserted, (although
Blakemoorgate was still occupied into the second half of the 20th century).

There are the remains of former mining industries and associated squatter
settlements at the southwestern end of the study area at Black Rhadley Hill, The
Rock, Nipstone and The Bog, on the western side of the hills in the steep valleys or
beaches of Perkins Beach, Mytton Dingle, and Crowsnest Dingle, and at the northern
end by Blakemoorgate. Beyond the northern end of the study area lies the major
lead mining complex of the Snailbeach Lead Mine, where lead has been worked
since the Roman period.
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Previous archaeological work
Before the present survey was undertaken, the number of known archaeological
features on the Stiperstones was relatively small. This may in part have been due to
the natural vegetation cover, but to a large extent the small number of recorded
archaeological features was a reflection of a lack of archaeological survey and
investigation on these hills.

The features that had been identified and recorded prior to 1990 were a result of
informal site visits by archaeologists and a certain amount of general aerial
photographic recording. The features so recorded included a group of five cairns
along the main ridge of the Stiperstones hilltop, which had been scheduled as
ancient monuments as defined by the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas
Act 1979 (Shropshire Nos. 19114, 19115, 19116, & 19136; County Sites and
Monuments Record [SMR] Nos 01235, 01891, & 04641-3); a field system (SMR No.
01888) which was photographed and recorded by Grp. Capt. G E Livock in 1938; and
an Iron Age hillfort, Castle Ring (SMR No. 01357) on Oak Hill, also scheduled as an
ancient monument (Shropshire No. 19203). Two squatter settlements on the
northern part of the main ridge, Blakemoorgate and Blakemoorflat, had also been
identified and scheduled (Shropshire nos. 21666 & 21667).

In the early 1990s the Marches Upland Survey (MUS) carried out a Level 1 survey
along a number of transects in western Shropshire. One of the transects surveyed
by the MUS, the Long Mynd Transect, ran across The Knolls and The Bog areas in
the central part of the Stiperstones Survey study area. The number of known
archaeological sites in the Long Mynd transect of the MUS was increased sevenfold
overall by that survey's programme of data collection and fieldwork.

The extensive remains of post-medieval lead mining around the lower edges of the
study area have been the subject of numerous studies, usefully catalogued by the
MUS Extensive Mines Survey. The MUS Intensive Mines Survey investigated the
area of the Bog Mine and Nipstone Rock in the southwestern part of the Stiperstones
Survey study area.

Field inspections undertaken as a part of the research design for this survey
demonstrated the potential of the area by identifying a number of previously unknown
sites of the prehistoric, medieval and post-medieval periods within the proposed
study area. It was noted that a number of boundaries shown on the OS mapping
related to deserted settlements of probable post-medieval date similar to those at
Blakemoorflat and Blakemoorgate but which were un-remarked in the formal
archaeological record.
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2 Aims, Objectives and Methodologies
Aims and Objectives
The principal aim of the Stiperstones Survey was to map the archaeological resource
in The Stiperstones hills. The survey would assess the state of knowledge of the
archaeological sites in this landscape and provide a basis for improving that
knowledge. It would update and enhance the existing records, and evaluate the
nature, survival, and potential of the archaeological resource.

The objectives of the survey were to:
 provide the data required to enable site and area management plans and policies

to be drawn up for The Stiperstones hills;
 assess the threats to archaeological remains in the study area from change of

land use or management and other causes;
 provide the necessary data so that an assessment could be made of the level and

efficacy of the protection currently afforded.
 provide data and baseline-knowledge for future research into aspects and

components of the Stiperstones landscape in particular and the archaeology of
the south Shropshire hills generally

 inform both future management and interpretation of the site
 provide a vehicle for community engagement and participation in their local

heritage.

Research Agenda
A number of research aims for the Stiperstones survey project were considered in
the project design.

For the prehistoric period these included an exploration of the relationship between
the known cairns on the ridge and other man-made features, including a number of
linear boundaries and a field system. Data from the survey would also be used to
assess the potential of the Castle Ring hillfort for further study.

Before the present survey, human activity on the Stiperstones in Roman and
Medieval periods was virtually unrecognised in the archaeological record. One of the
research aims of the survey was to attempt to establish whether this reflected a
genuine lack of physical remains of this period or simply a lack of recorded fieldwork.

The abandoned post-medieval squatter-type settlements on the Stiperstones were
seen as having the potential for providing insights into communities at the margins of
rural society. Likewise, the well-preserved remains of former mining industries and
their associated subsistence farming settlements on the lower slopes of the
Stiperstones were seen as a potentially rich source of data for this area of research.
The survey intended to locate and map the extent of these squatter settlements and
areas of industrial remains within the study area.

Methodologies - The Desk-based Survey
A desk-based survey of the study area was undertaken using historic maps and other
information sources held by the county Sites and Monuments Record and by
Shropshire Archives. Records were generated for all of the archaeological features



The Stiperstones Hills Archaeological Survey (DRAFT v4)

Archaeology Service, Shropshire County Council 6
Report No. 239 April 2006

(i.e. quarries, mining remains, field boundaries, buildings etc.) not depicted on the
modern OS 1:10,000 digital base map and for which SMR records did not currently
exist. These took the form of GIS “shapefile” point, line and polygon data.

Sources consulted
The following documentary sources were consulted as part of the Level 1 desk-
based survey:

 Shropshire County Council (SCC) Sites and Monuments Record (SMR), including its
Industrial Record and the Marches Upland Survey (MUS) records.

 Existing digital (raster format) modern 1:10,000 Ordnance Survey (OS) map as supplied to
SCC under the terms of its existing Service Level Agreement with the Ordnance Survey.

 Existing digital (raster format) 1st edition 6” OS maps (c 1880) supplied to SCC under
licence by Landmark Information Group.

 Copies of 1st edition 25” OS maps (c 1880) held at the Shropshire Archives.
 Existing digital (raster format) 2nd edition 25” OS maps (c 1900) supplied to SCC under
licence by Landmark Information Group.

 Existing digital National Mapping Programme Marches Uplands Survey 1:10,000 overlays
supplied to SCC under licence by the National Monument Record.

 Existing rectified vertical aerial photography supplied to SCC under licence by UK
Perspectives.com.

 Oblique aerial photography of the study area held by the county SMR.

SMR data collection
Records held by the SMR included the sites and monuments record and industrial
record, the Marches Upland Survey Long Mynd Transect, the Marches Upland
Mapping Project, and the Marches Upland Intensive and Extensive Mines Survey.

Historical Cartography
The survey of the historical cartography concentrated on the digitised 25” 2nd edition
(c1902) and 6” 1st edition (c 1882) OS maps. Fiche copies of the 25” 1st edition OS
held at Shropshire Archives were checked for variations. In addition a 1: 15,000
scale map produced by Wrekin Orienteers in the 1980s provided a useful source of
information for certain features.

Aerial photography
The most productive source for aerial photography was the digital vertical aerial
photography, supplied by UK Perspectives.com. The coverage for the Stiperstones
study area proved to be of excellent quality; the resolution clear to a screen scale of
c. 1:1000.

Methodologies - The Field Survey
The principal task of the fieldwork element of the project was to carry out a rapid field
survey (RCHME Level 1) of the entire study area. A Level 1 record provides non-
analytical information to agreed standards, including structured indexes of the
location, period, condition, and type of monument which, typically, would arise from
rapid field investigation. This is accompanied by a simplified 1:10,000 cartographic
record of the location and extent of the site. (RCHME 1999: Recording
Archaeological Field Monuments). One team of two fieldworkers undertook this rapid
field survey, walking the survey area at c. 30m intervals, recording the current land
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use, checking the location and condition of known archaeological features, and
locating new features.

The survey team used a Differential Global Positioning System (GPS) for the
accurate location of features. The system used was a Trimble XR Pro with sub-
metre accuracy with Husky fex palm computer using FastMap software. Features
were recorded as point, line and polygon data. Each features co-ordinates were
recorded with a simple record of its dimensions and a brief description. This data
was downloaded daily onto a desk-top PC and converted into ArcView 3.3 shape
files to enable eventual transfer to the County Council’s Environmental Record GIS
mapping.

Written descriptions were also made of features to a consistent format on pre-printed
forms, recording the dimensions and structure of features, and the surveyor's
comments. The written records and the co-ordinate data from the survey were
entered onto a Microsoft Excel workbook using data fields which included those
currently in use by the County SMR and to the minimum data standard for the project
detailed in the original project design.

A photographic record was made where appropriate using colour slide and digital
photography to record individual features and to place them in their landscape
settings. The project archive will be retained by the Archaeology Service. Copies of
selected digital photographs are supplied on CD with the land management report.

Areas covered by the rapid field survey
The study area was chosen to include all of the English Nature designated
Stiperstones National Nature Reserve and part of the Brook Vessons Shropshire
Wildlife Trust site, which includes part of The Paddock deserted settlement. The
study area also included The Knolls, Nipstone Rock, and Black Rhadley Hill, and The
Hollies SSSI. As a result of good progress made during the field survey, it was
decided, with the full agreement of the project monitoring group, to include all of the
Brook Vessons site within the field survey area.

Areas excluded from the rapid field survey
The former Gatten Plantation was excluded from the study area as reconnaissance
for this survey had shown that this area had been seriously damaged by mid to late
20th-century ploughing and replanting of the plantation which had obliterated any
landscape features that might have been present here. So as not to duplicate the
work by the Marches Upland Survey, the areas of The Bog and Nipstone Rock that
had already been covered by the Level 1 surveys of the Long Mynd Transect and the
Intensive Mining Survey of the Marches Upland Survey were excluded from the field
survey. Areas of dense tree cover on the west side of Resting Hill, the Big Wood on
the southeast side of Nipstone and coniferous woodland around The Rock were not
surveyed.

Other Constraints
A number of potentially limiting factors on the timetabling of the Level 1 Rapid Field
Survey were identified at the project planning stage. The survey needed to be
carried out in mid-autumn to late spring, when the vegetation cover (particularly
bracken) had died back. In fact, in one particular area - the southeast side of Black
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Rhadley Hill - the bracken never reduced sufficiently to enable a full survey of this
part of the hill. However, no features were recorded here by the desk-based study,
and the steepness of the slope on this side of the hill meant it was unlikely that any
features were missed here.

Heather burning during the period October to March could have restricted survey
work over small areas. In practice this did not affect the survey; liaison with the land-
owners and managers and care during the fieldwork meant areas of controlled
burning were avoided.

Allowance was made for poor weather conditions during the winter months which
might have created periods of "down-time" during the survey. Again, the weather
during the winter of 2003/4 was remarkably clement and dry, and very few days were
lost entirely to the weather. Such down-time as there was on site was allocated to
data-input and archiving tasks.

Monument Types
The desk-based research and the field survey generated a total of 1606 records.
The records are held on a Microsoft Excel Worksheet, designed by the project staff to
be compatible with the data format of the County Sites and Monuments Record. The
desk-based survey produced 498 records (Survey nos. 1-498), and the rapid field
survey produced 1108 records (Survey nos. 500-1628).

The principal monument types recorded include:
cairns (prehistoric),
prehistoric settlements,
field systems & field boundaries,
mines
settlements (including individual buildings and small-holdings),
subsistence settlements
paths and tracks,
shooting butts
cairns (modern).

The Archive
The Project Archive will be deposited with the Shropshire County Museums Service.
The data collected by the Stiperstones Survey Project will be used to update the
County Council's Environmental Record (the SMR database and GIS entries for the
project area, containing records for all sites and features identified by the survey).
The database created by the project will form an integral part of the County Council's
SMR database.
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3 The Prehistoric Landscape

A Funerary Landscape?
In the late Neolithic and Early Bronze Age periods The Stiperstones became the site
of funerary activity, evidence for which survives in the form of a number of barrows or
cairns along the ridge top. The particular focus for this activity was at the southern
end of the ridge between the outcrops at Cranberry Rock and The Devil’s Chair,
where 18 cairns of prehistoric or possible prehistoric date survive (Figure 4). The
cairns are generally thought to be burial mounds or barrows of presumed Bronze Age
date, and have been constructed from boulders and clitter gathered from the hill top,
in places making use of natural rock outcrops. The cairns described in this section
do not include a number of small cairns which appear to be entirely modern in date
(i.e. 19th century or later).

The cairns range in size from about 6m in diameter by 0.8m in height to 25m in
diameter by 3m in height. A number of the (possible) prehistoric cairns, particularly
those lying close to the main path along the ridge, appeared to have been added to
(probably over the last half century). In some cases the clean, smaller clitter of the
more recent added material is distinct from the larger, partially overgrown material of
the underlying cairn. In other cases the mound appears to consist entirely of fresher-
looking material making the origins of these features much more uncertain.

Five of these cairns (758, 775,777, 779, 783) had been recorded prior to the current
survey and had been scheduled as ancient monuments under the 1979 Act. The
number of possible prehistoric cairns was more than quadrupled by the current
survey: a total of 22 prehistoric and possibly prehistoric cairns were identified by the
survey along or close to the main ridge.

Seven of the possible prehistoric cairns were recorded in the area around Cranberry
Rock and nine around Manstone Rock, all of which lay along or close to the ridge
itself. The largest of the cairns (783) is also the most northerly of the main group
sited between Cranberry Rock and The Devil’s Chair. This particular cairn lies about
100m north of Manstone Rock, close to the main path along the ridge. The cairn is
25m in diameter by 3m in height. The cairn is roughly circular, and the main body is
about 2m in height; the northern part of the cairn has a secondary mound which
raises its height by a further 1m. It has been suggested that this material was added
to the cairn to form a shooting butt (and it does have a hollowed centre), but at least
one local resident remembers adding to this feature regularly as a child in the 1930s-
40s. This cairn is one of the five scheduled cairns.

A low stone cairn (840) 9m in diameter by less than 1m in height lies on the hillside
160m to the west of the large cairn; a stone cairn (732) of rather different appearance
lies on the other side of the hill 190m to the northeast. This cairn is 4m in diameter
by 1.5m in height; the upper parts appear to be of recent construction, although this
feature is located on difficult ground well away from any path.

Another of the scheduled cairns (779) lies beside the main track over the ridge where
it passes Manstone Rock. This cairn, constructed of boulders and stone, and
partially covered with turf and dwarf shrubs, is about 7m in diameter by 0.5m in
height. Two smaller cairns (780 & 781) lie close by. A further possible cairn was
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recorded below the main ridge 200m to the northwest of Manstone Rock, and
another on the east slope of the ridge 300m northeast of Manstone Rock. This latter
cairn however appears to be largely of recent construction, and may be associated in
some way with a number of shooting butts which run down the side of the hill from
The Devil’s Chair.

Between Manstone Rock and Cranberry Rock is an un-named outcrop which is the
site for a further two of the scheduled cairns (777 & 775) and a number of smaller
cairns. One of the larger cairns (777) lies 50m northeast of this outcrop. The SMR
entry for this feature describes it as a boulder and stone ring bank about 10m in
diameter incorporating a natural outcrop of stone. A little to the north are two more
possible cairns whose identification is much more problematic; one (1625) is no more
than a ring of stones 4m in diameter within the clitter; the other (778) is a “walkers’
cairn” 6m in diameter by 1.5m in height that appears to have been built up on an
earlier feature – though without deconstruction or excavation this could not be clearly
demonstrated.

The other scheduled cairn (775) in this area actually sits on the top of the outcrop
and consists of clitter and boulders gathered from the surrounding rock. In fact it is
impossible to distinguish the feature from the natural scree surrounding it; the centre
of the cairn has been further damaged by being built up and hollowed out to form a
ring of stone 3m wide by 0.5m deep. There are two other stone cairns (773 & 774)
beside the path immediately below this tor, both about 5m in diameter by 1m in
height.

The last of the five scheduled cairns (758) is found on Cranberry Rock at the
southern end of the main ridge. The original location and description of this
monument does not tally with the present site. First described as a “ring-walled cairn,
75ft in diameter” located at SO 364 979, the scheduled cairn is round cairn about 9m
(30ft) in diameter at SO 3650 9802. Two other stone cairns (756 & 757) on
Cranberry rock may be again be of recent construction although one (756) may have
been built up on an earlier feature.

Two ring cairns were also identified by the survey either side of Cranberry Rock.
One of these (759), located about 250m to the southwest of Cranberry Rock, had a
small satellite cairn (760) lying close by. The ring cairn comprised a ring of boulders
and clitter about 18m in diameter, and was first spotted during a pre-survey
reconnaissance of the study area; subsequent study of both the County Council’s
digital aerial photographs (taken in the early 2000s) and black and white verticals
(taken in 1983) show that this feature had only become visible after the heather and
dwarf shrubs in this are had been burned back (presumably by the serious fires of
1996). This feature more closely fits the description and size (though not location) of
the original description for the scheduled cairn (758) on Cranberry Rock. The
satellite cairn (760) lay immediately to the south of the ring cairn and comprised a low
turf-covered mound of stones 6m in diameter. A second similar mound (1504), also
possibly a small cairn, lay 60m to the southeast.

A second possible ring cairn (807) was noted about 100m southeast of Cranberry
Rock. This feature comprised a low roughly circular stone bank about 11m in
diameter, but was poorly defined being heavily overgrown with dwarf shrubs.
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Two further possible cairns (861 & 863) were recorded some way to the north of this
group at the northern end of the main ridge, overlooking The Paddock to the east and
the Blakemoorflat and Blakemoorgate areas to the west. Both features were heavily
overgrown with dwarf shrubs at the time of the survey, making identification
uncertain.

One unusual feature (878) was noted immediately to the southeast of Shepherds
Rock. The feature comprises a rectangular mound of stone fragments with dry-stone
wall sides; the mound is rectangular and is about 22m long by about 8m wide and
1.5m high. There are shallow ditches or gullies cut along its long (northern and
southern) sides. Although this feature lies just below the top of the ridge, even in its
present condition (it is heavily overgrown with dwarf shrubs) it stands out from a
considerable distance when viewed from the south. The mound bears some
resemblance to a prehistoric long cairn - however, quarrying for road-stone is
believed to have taken place here in the mid-20th century, and the mound may be
associated with these works. The eastern end of the mound has been damaged
recently (apparently it was quarried for stone for repairs to nearby footpaths).

Prehistoric settlement
Castle Ring Hillfort on Oak Hill
One of the principal prehistoric features on The Stiperstones is the well-preserved
Castle Ring Iron Age hillfort (Figure 4; 1), situated on Oak Hill on the western side of
the Main Ridge.

The hillfort is a large univallate hillfort in a naturally strong defensive position,
situated on a spur with ground falling steeply away on all sides but the south. The
hillfort’s defences enclose about 3.8ha (10 acres). The natural defences on the west
side of the promontory are strengthened by the construction of a steep scarp slope
3m high, a ditch up to 2m deep by 6m wide, and a counterscarp up to 1m in height.
On the southeast side, overlooking Crows Nest Dingle, the defences comprise a
single bank rising up to 3.5m above an outer ditch, although the bank and ditch
diminish to the north. On the northeast side the hillfort makes use of the natural
defence of the steep slope down to Crows Nest Dingle and here the built defences
appear to tail off (although the lack of surviving defences here may in part be due to
the effects of erosion).

The hillfort is approached from the south along a neck of high ground. The defences
are strongest at this point, and the approach along the promontory to the fort is cut
off by ramparts up to 8m wide by 3.5m in height. There is an off-set in-turned
entrance through the ramparts at this point, the only entrance to the hillfort. A length
of ditch recorded by this survey just outside the entrance may be part of the defences
along the approach.

The hillfort is a scheduled ancient monument (County no 19203). The 1990-91
Monuments Protection Programme suggested there was no visible evidence of
habitation in the interior of the hillfort. However, the present survey recorded a
number of terraces inside the entrance to the fort. These terraces ranged in size
from about 25m2 to100m2 in area, and stepped down to the north from the entrance in
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two groups, one group in a line running roughly parallel to the western rampart, the
other clustered in the southeastern part of the interior following the southeastern
rampart. The terraces probably represent occupation sites or hut platforms within the
hillfort.

The survey has also identified three low mounds in the centre of the hillfort and a
short gully on its eastern side of unknown function.
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4 The Historic Landscape

Field systems and field boundaries, boundary banks and ditches

Nipstone and The Rock: A boundary bank of unknown date runs east from the tor
on the summit towards the Big Wood conifer plantation (Figure 5; 519). The
southeastern end of this feature appears to have been truncated and spread by
recent forestry work.

Rock Farm A drystone wall (Figure 5; 1056) runs along the More/Worthen with
Shelve parish boundary running from the tor peak at The Rock through the woodland
to the south. A short length of wall (1040) also runs along the parish boundary on the
northwest side of the peak towards the northeastern corner of the Rock Farm
complex. A second wall (1052) runs from the peak to the southeastern corner of the
complex, where it meets the farm boundary wall (1039).

Rock House. At the southwestern end of Nipstone, overlooking The Rock, a series
of drystone walls run between the tors on the peak (Figure 5; 510-5 & 524-5), one of
which (524) continues downhill to the southeast into a recent conifer plantation on the
southeast flank of the hill.

Field system at The Knolls: At the Knolls end of the Main Ridge the SMR records a
field system (Figure 6; 14) spotted from air in 1939 by a Grp. Capt. Livock and
recorded as a series of parallel stone rows (SMR No. 01888); the system was again
noted by a field observation by the Ordnance Survey in 1973, who interpreted the
stone rows as a series of medieval strip field separated by rows of clearance stones.
The fields were said to be about 130m long at the north end and 300m long at the
southern end of the system, and were separated from each other by rows of
clearance stones lying from 10m to 27m apart. In the past comparisons were drawn
with the larger Dartmoor reaves, and the stone rows were accordingly dated to the
Bronze Age; they have more recently been considered to represent medieval strip
fields. However, no sign of these stone rows or strip fields was seen by the present
survey despite some intensive searching amongst the grass, dwarf shrubs and
bracken. The only feature seen in this area was a curvilinear ditch and bank (800,
805), which might have enclosed the northwestern part of this field system.

Boundary features (undated)
There are a number of boundary features surviving as earthworks within the study
area. Most of the boundary banks (Perkins Beach, Rigmoreoak) appear to be post-
medieval in date and reflect enclosure onto common land by small-holders and
squatters/mining settlements. Some of the boundary features may be of older date
however, e.g. the Black Ditch (or Monks’ Ditch) which forms the boundary between
the Main Ridge zone and The Bog and Rigmoreoak zones. In the southern part of the
Nipstone zone around The Rock there are a number of stone walls marking estate
and property boundaries.

The Black Ditch: The western edge of the Main Ridge zone is defined by a straight
length of bank with a ditch on its east side, known as the Black Ditch (before c. 1850
also known as the Monks’ Ditch). The ditch runs in a straight line north-northwest
from The Knolls for over 1km before turning west, when it picks up a stream and
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follows a more sinuous course (Figure 6; 919, 1626). The map evidence also
suggests that before 1900 the earthwork may have extended further to the south east
into The Knolls. The straight length of earthwork between the Main Ridge and The
Bog zones is followed by the Worthen/Ratlinghope parish boundary (formerly the
Wentnor/Ratlinghope ecclesiastical parish boundary). As with the standing stones
near The Paddock, the question arises as to which of the boundary feature or the
Parish boundary is the earlier. The ditch of the Black Ditch is on the upslope
(eastern) side, and so presumably the earthwork was designed to deter cattle or
sheep put out to pasture on the moorland from returning to grassland on the west
side of the earthwork. The alternative name for the feature suggests that the
earthwork is a medieval feature; upland in Wentnor parish in Ritton and Kinnerton
was granted to Buildwas Abbey (Pannett, forthcoming) and The Black or Monks Ditch
may have marked the extent of one of these land holdings.

Boundary feature at The Devil’s Chair & Scarlett’s Wall: A further length of bank
and ditch (Figure 6; 925-6) also marks the same parish boundary on the crest of the
main ridge between the Devil’s Chair (Great Rocks) and Broad Rocks. The bank
(927) then continues parallel to the southeast side of the Perkins Beach fields, where
it meets a further bank (867) which runs east along a dog-leg in the parish boundary
and then runs northeast past Shepherds Rock. The dog-leg however appears to be
an earlier feature: its southwestern end (1285) continues for a distance of 50m into
the Perkins Beach fields. The bank (867) following the parish boundary eventually
turns east and runs down the side of the ridge, forming the southern boundary of The
Paddock. This section of bank was known in the 19th century as Harwood or
Scarlett’s Wall (the Scarletts were tenants of Hogstow in the post medieval period)
and is likely to be one of a number of boundary features set out during disputes over
ownership and rights of grazing land on the Stiperstones in the post-medieval period.

A number of boundary stones also survive along this length of boundary between
The Devils Chair and The Paddock.

A further length of bank runs southwest from near the southeastern corner of Perkins
Beach for a distance of 250m (942). This continues the line of the southeastern side
of the field system boundary, but its function is inclear. Perhaps it marks an
abandoned or unfinished attempt to enclose more of the moorland.

Stone row and wall near The Paddock: To the east of the track which descends
the hillside from the northeast corner of the post-medieval squatter settlement of
Blakemoorgate down to the northwest corner of The Paddock squatter settlement is
a substantial drystone wall (Figure 7; 1063). The wall, which is 2.5m wide at its base
and stands to over 1m in height marks the western boundary of an irregular shaped
field, but the wall was clearly more than a simple field boundary. However, the wall
incorporates – indeed has been built around and over - several large stones or
boulders which appear to form part of a row of six stones whose line does not quite
coincide with that of the wall. One stone (1068) is at least 2m in height and stands
proud of the wall. A second line of four boulders runs parallel to the first, though the
stones do not appear to be paired with those of the first row. The wall runs along the
boundary between Habberley Office and The Joint Lordship divisions of Worthen
Parish; did the stones follow or were they followed by this boundary?
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The Paddock A bank and ditch (Figure 7; 604, 1406-8) runs from beyond Gittinshay
Wood into the study area through the northeastern corner of The Paddock, and
continues through The Hollies to the north where it runs into the marshy ground on
the eastern edge of The Hollies. The feature clearly pre-dates the squatter
settlement at The Paddock, and appears also to pre-date the fields and copses in the
northeastern part of this area, as it is cut by boundary features and paths associated
with both of these.

The Hollies: A further bank and ditch runs west across the southwestern corner of
the zone (Figure 7; 589 & 644). The function and date of this feature is unclear. It is
currently dry (although it slopes down to the west and could have carried water) and
does not appear to be part of the modern field pattern in the area. The Hollies takes
its name from a distinctive plantation of holly trees, used for winter fodder, which may
possibly have originally been planted as hedgerows, although the present trees and
bushes are now scattered and no pattern survives in their distribution. The
landscape here slopes down to a stream to the east, where the grass is rougher, and
there is an area of marshy ground at the bottom of the slope.

Field system at Resting Hill: Resting Hill lies at the northwestern end of the study
area above the north side of Crowsnest Dingle and overlooking Snailbeach Mine to
the north. This area contains grass pasture at the top of the hill with deciduous
woodland on the hill sides. Within the pasture at the top of the hill is a group of low
spread banks and a shallow gully (Figure 7; 629-30, 632-3, 636-7) representing a
former field system which pre-dates the existing field pattern. This field pattern is
nevertheless respected by the line of a footpath that runs over the hill and is
continued by a boundary on the north side of the hill running down towards
Snailbeach mine.

Mines

The well-preserved remains of generally small-scale but prolific former mining
industries (and associated subsistence farming settlements) are to be found on the
lower slopes of the Stiperstones (Figures 8 & 9). The principle mineral being sought
in this area was lead, but barytes, zinc, and small amounts of silver were also
extracted from the mineral veins. The remains of this industry include spoil heaps,
shafts and adits leading to underground workings, ruined drystone buildings, and
field boundaries. The most easily visible remains of the former mining sites are the
spoil heaps, which consist of the waste stone extracted with the ore and the remains
of ore processing. The spoil tips are often free of vegetation, due partly to the fine
and loose nature of some of the spoil, but also to the high zinc content of the mineral
waste (which inhibits plant growth). Some of the shafts and adits are open,
sometimes (but not always!) marked and fenced (and occasionally grilled or gated).
Many former mine shafts occur as hollows whose origin is usually indicated by
associated spoil heaps. While many of these former shafts appear to have been
filled, the nature and stability of this fill may be suspect. These former shafts are
often hidden from view by the vegetation cover (e.g. a line of shafts which runs
across Birchill from Perkins Beach to Pennerley Dingle which lie within an area of
dwarf shrub heathland or a group of shafts at The Rock which lie in an area of dense
conifer plantation).
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Mining remains on Black Rhadley Black Rhadley is a hill at the southernmost end
of the study area separated from Nipstone and The Rock by the lane from The Bog
to Linley. The vegetation cover on the hill is mainly heathland, but there is an area of
mixed woodland on its southern slopes, and small areas of mining remains. There
are extensive mining remains on Black Rhadley Hill. Some of these are probably
components of the Black Rhadley Mine (Figure 8; 18) (SMR No. 04622) and include
an area of former mine working at the top of the hill, where 4 shafts were shown on
the 1902 OS map, and a large spoil heap on the NW side of hill. Other features
which may have been part of the Black Rhadley Mine include further shafts with a
possible associated path, and a shaft and adit (or bob-hole) on the west side of the
hill, marked as a “cave” on OS maps, with two associated gullies.

At the northeastern end of the hill are a number of straight trenches 0.5m wide by
0.3m deep with a bank on north (downslope) side and associated pits between 2 and
7m in diameter and 1-2m in depth. The function of these features is unknown, but
they may possibly represent prospecting for mineral veins (lead or barytes). Further
features associated with trial pitting lie on the southwest side of the hill below the
summit.

It is not clear when these mining operations took place, but the likely date range is
from the end of the 19th through to the first part of the 20th centuries.

Rockhouse Mine. Mining remains at Rock Farm and The Rock (Figure 8; 17) were
part of Rockhouse Mine (SMR No. 01325), which according to the SMR was a mining
venture that failed to strike ore. Nevertheless there are extensive remains in this
area associated with the mine. Whether the farm originated as mine buildings or vice
versa is not known. Four of the small fields to the west of the Bog to Linley lane were
included in the study area; the northeastern of these fields contained a few mining-
related earthwork features including a holloway and the site of a former adit. Further
remains are located beyond the study area to the northwest.

On the east side of the lane, a shaft and the ruinous remains of two buildings are
enclosed by drystone walls and the tor of The Rock. Immediately to the east of the
Rock Farm buildings are further ruinous stone structures, spoil tips and shafts. A
large open shaft and an associated spoil heap are located immediately to the
northeast of Rock Farm, and at least four more shafts are to be found in the
woodland to the northeast. Three further shafts are located to the south.

Nipstone Mine. The remains of the group of workings known as Nipstone Mine
(SMR No. 06952) in operation during the late 19th-early 20th century (Figure 8; 16).
The surviving features include a large stope, an access track, shafts, a number of
spoil heaps and mounds probably associated with mining and some possible trial
trenching. The remains have been extensively eroded since the mining ceased on
the site and have been damaged further by forestry work at the end of the 20th
century.

The Knolls area lay outside the study area for the field survey of this project as it
had already been included in the Marches Upland Survey (Long Mynd Transect) in
the early 1990s. There is a dispersed group of mining remains at The Knolls; the
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SMR considers these to be part of Coldyeld Mine (SMR No. 06954) which operated
during the early 20th century.

The Bog Mine Similarly, most of The Bog Mine (SMR No. 01314) lay outside the
study area for the present survey (Figure 8; 19). The Bog Mine is thought to be one
of the older mines in the Stiperstones Region, and the first reference to the Bog Mine
is in 1739..In 1777 a Boulton and Watt engine was installed to pump water. By 1797
the Mine was being worked in conjunction with Pennerly and other mines in the area,
and the whole was integrated by driving a drainage adit, the Boat level which ran
from The Bog Mine to the Minsterley Brook Valley. The mine closed in 1883, but like
many of the other mines in the area was reopened in the early 20th century to extract
barites. Working finally ceased in 1925. A shaft and spoil tip adjacent to the Black
Ditch about 275m southwest of Cranberry Rock may be an outlier of The Bog Mine
complex.

Perkins Beach The Perkins Beach valley is the site of extensive mining remains
(Figure 9; 6) as well as an associated subsistence settlement (see below). The
mining remains in the Y-shaped valley are extensive (and follow the vein up and
across the southern side of the valley towards Tankerville); however the mining
generally seems to have been small scale and may have taken place over a
considerable period. It is possible that the valley was the scene of some relatively
early mining activity. The SMR identifies two separate mines - Perkins Beach Mine
(SMR No. 01310) at the lower end of the valley and the New Venture Mine (SMR No.
06953) at the upper end of the northern arm of the valley. This distinction may reflect
the situation as regards the formal mine companies at the end of the 19th and early
20th centuries, but does not take account of the activity on the ground which appears
to have been far more widespread and generally carried out on a piecemeal basis.
The remains at Perkins Beach comprise spoil heaps, shafts and adits, and a number
of ruined buildings. The identification of mine structures as opposed to
domestic/agricultural buildings is problematic. The proximity of mining features
(shafts, spoil heaps etc.) to structures is not necessarily an indicator of function, as
the dates of the structures and adjacent mining remains may differ – areas were
frequently re-worked e.g. the New Venture Mine at the top end of Perkins Beach.
The interpretation of individual structures is also hampered by their poor state of
preservation

Myttons Dingle At the base of Myttons Dingle are the remains of a small mine
complex (Figure 9; 5), the Mytton Beach Mine (SMR No. 01309). The mine was
being worked in 1850s, and from 1867-69 it formed part of the Snailbeach Company
operations. The visible remains of the complex comprise an adit, shafts, and spoil
heaps, with 2 associated structures, probably former mine buildings, and a small
enclosure on the northern valley side marked by three earthen banks. A track,
possibly a former tramway, leads west from the mine; it forks just before it leaves the
study area, the northern branch terminating at a pair of ruined structures.

Mining remains at The Hollies The scattered remains of small-scale mining activity
can be found in the area known as The Hollies (Figure 9; 4). These remains have
been grouped together on the county SMR as the Yew Tree Level (SMR No. 06812).
The Yew Tree Level is sometimes regarded as an outlier of the Snailbeach Lead
Mine (SMR No. 984), but in fact the remains here may be widely scattered in date.
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There is one group of mining remains situated at the southern end of The Hollies; this
group comprises an adit and spoil heap and several drystone walls. A second group
lies 200m to the north and consists of a shaft and spoil heap and further spoil heaps
down the slope to the east. A ditch and bank carrying a stream runs northward from
the first of these groups of mining remains and may have been cut to provide
drainage from the adit.

Other possible mining remains include two groups of mounds and stone spreads,
which include a quantity of burnt stone, both of which lie close to the track at the
northern end of The Hollies. These may possibly be bole (early smelting or ore
roasting) sites, and may be of early post-medieval date.

Resting Hill At the northern end of the ridge and furrow are two pits c.6m diameter
by 1m deep. There are two further shallow pits on the top of the hill. These features
may possibly be trial mine workings.

On the side of the hill on the north side of Crowsnest Dingle is a group of mine
workings comprising a shaft, adit and spoil heap. There is further mineworking or
quarrying at the western corner of the zone.

Settlements

Buildings
Most of the structures within the deserted settlements (including the mining
settlements) are entirely ruinous and consist at best of drystone walls just a few
courses high. The condition of the structures within the mining settlements presents
difficulties in identification – i.e. whether the buildings were domestic or industrial (or
both). Sometimes the presence of identifiable outbuildings such as a potato store
indicates domestic usage in an area where the presence of a number of mine shafts
and spoil tips might otherwise have suggested an industrial function. Elsewhere the
survival of fixings and the size of cells within the structures suggest industrial usage.
Many buildings in the mining settlements however may have had a mixed use or a
change of use.

Smallholdings and cottages
At the southern end of the study area, on lower ground below the main ridge in the
areas of The Bog, The Knolls, and below Nipstone and The Rock are a number of
smallholdings and cottages. These all appear to be of post-medieval date, and
many, particularly at The Bog and The Knolls originally formed part of the settlement
that grew up around The Bog Mine in the 18th and 19th centuries.

Rock Farm. Rock Farm (Figure 8; 999) is a smallholding of post-medieval date at
the southwestern end of Nipstone and The Rock. The farm complex itself comprises
a small stone-built cottage farmhouse that has only recently been unoccupied, and a
number of small timber and corrugated iron, breeze-block and stone-built agricultural
outbuildings.
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Rock House. A number of drystone walls on the west side of Nipstone and The
Rock mark the boundary of the former Rock House gardens. The remains of Rock
House itself and a small outbuilding survive as ruins only, the former heavily
overgrown, both in the edge of a conifer plantation. A number of other stone walls
and banks presumably associated with Rock House were noted in the plantation but
were not recorded by the rapid field survey.

The Bog and The Knolls. In the northern part of The Bog there are another two
smallholdings which are still occupied (Hill Cottage and Bog Hill Farm), set within
small fields enclosed by earth and drystone banks. There is a further abandoned
smallholding represented by the ruins of a building and field boundaries. A mound
and rubble spread just to the west of the Black Ditch may represent field clearance or
the spread remains of a small stone outbuilding.

Most of the smallholdings and cottages at The Bog and The Knolls lie within the
Marches Upland Survey area and were not considered by this survey. A number of
the smallholdings and cottages in this area are still occupied (Upper and Lower
Knolls, Knolls Farm, Knolls Cottage, The Old Miners Arms and Jubilee House), but
the MUS did record 5 ruinous cottages or outbuildings in this area. A number of the
field boundaries shown in this area on the early OS mapping have since been
removed.

Rigmoreoak. Rigmoreoak (Figures 8 & 9; 997) is a former subsistence settlement
below the western edge of the main Stiperstones ridge. The eastern half of the zone,
to the east of the bank and ditch feature “The Black Ditch” lies within the NNR. The
western half was included in the study area at the request of English Nature. The
landscape here is characterised by small fields typically between 1500m2 and 9000m2

in size. The fields are enclosed by drystone walls or banks or earthen banks with
drystone cores, all in a poor to fair condition. There are a number of groups of ruined
structures representing the former smallholdings; Rigmoreoak itself is a ruin with
walls 1m in height, a second settlement 170m to the northeast and a third to the
northwest are also ruinous.

A group of larger fields on the eastern side of Rigmoreoak extending up towards
Manstone Rock were in place by the late 19th century and will have belonged to the
Rigmoreoak/Pennerley settlements.

Another feature which appears on the digital aerial photographs as a sub-rectangular
feature enclosed by a slight bank or ditch could not be accessed by the survey
because of dense gorse bushes.

Subsistence settlements
“…go round the commons now open and view the miserable huts and poor ill-
cultivated impoverished spots erected or rather thrown together and inclosed by
themselves…” Bishton, 1775

There are a number of abandoned “squatter” settlements within the study area. Most
probably have their origins in the 18th century, but some may be earlier in date. The
settlement remains are characterized by ruined drystone buildings, field boundaries
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of drystone walls, earthen banks (usually with drystone wall cores), ditches and
hedgerows, and field clearance cairns. The fields within the settlements have been
cleared of stone and areas of grass pasture are still maintained by grazing at least 50
years after the settlements were finally abandoned.

Blakemoorgate, Blakemoorflat and Tin House Blakemoorgate, Blakemoorflat and
Tin House are situated at the northern end of the Main Ridge zone on exposed very
marginal land on the top of the ridge. The settlement remains are characterized by
ruined drystone buildings, field boundaries of drystone walls, earth banks, ditches
and hedgerows, and field clearance cairns. The fields within the settlements have
been cleared of stone and areas of grass pasture are still maintained by grazing at
least 50 years after the settlements were finally abandoned. These three settlements
are removed from the areas of mining operations. The settlements were probably
established with the permission of the landowners, and possibly even at their behest,
and were occupied mainly by miners.

At Blakemoorflat (Figure 9; 2) the remains of six structures survive within a series of
paddocks enclosed by drystone walls and earthen banks with drystone cores. The
structures, which comprise the remains of former cottages and outbuildings, are all in
a ruinous condition.

Blakemoorgate (Figure 9; 3)is a somewhat larger settlement than its neighbour,
Blakemoorflat, and contains the remains of at least 20 structures representing at
least 6 individual holdings. Most all of the structures are ruinous, although many
have decayed to the extent that they are now relatively stable. An exception is a
former cottage which is currently in a state of collapse and is the subject of planned
conservation. Associated with this cottage is a small circular stone structure,
probably an outside privy. Two structures are better preserved, however. These are
a cottage and an adjacent store. The cottage was occupied as late as the 1950s and
was re-roofed by English Nature in the 1980s; it is a Grade II Listed Building (no.
1760-0/6/10000). The paddocks within this settlement are again bounded by
drystone walls and earth banks with drystone cores. A number of these banks have
decayed hedgerows running along them, which in some cases have developed into
mature trees. Several trackways also run through the settlement dividing the former
holdings.

Tinhouse (Figure 9; 995) is an abandoned settlement on the crest of the hillside
overlooking the southern arm of the Perkins Beach valley. The settlement includes
the ruins of a number of structures and small fields enclosed by drystone walls or
earthen banks with drystone cores.

Blakemoorflat and Blakemoorgate are scheduled ancient monuments, Tin House
was not listed on the county SMR prior to this survey.

The Paddock
The Paddock (Figure 9; 994)lies on the northeast side of the Main Ridge and lies
partly within the NNR, the Shropshire Wildlife Trust Brook Vessons Nature Reserve,
and continues to the south beyond the survey area. The Paddock is a well-
preserved squatter settlement of late post-medieval to early modern date. The
earliest part of The Paddock settlement probably lies in the angle of the Worthen &
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Shelve parish boundary, later spreading to the north and to the south into
Ratlinghope parish. The settlement was confined between the steep east slope of
the main ridge and areas of boggy ground to the east and north. The settlement
remains at The Paddock are characterized by ruined drystone buildings, field
boundaries of drystone walls, earth banks, ditches and hedgerows, and field
clearance cairns. At least 26 structures were identified by the survey, 24 of which
survive in ruinous condition, representing probably at least 14 smallholdings or
households within the surveyed area. The former smallholdings within the settlement
again are sited within small fields enclosed by drystone walls and earthen banks with
drystone cores, often with decayed hedgerows running along them.

This extensive and moderately well-preserved deserted settlement was not listed on
the county SMR prior to this survey.

Perkins Beach
Perkins Beach is a large and complex site running up a forked valley on the west
side of the main ridge. Components of this site reach up to the edge of the rock
outcrops of the main ridge summit. The site comprises both a mining complex and a
subsistence settlement, and includes structures, comprising the remains of former
cottages, outbuildings, and/or possible mine buildings, shafts, adits and spoil heaps,
all set in a patchwork of small paddocks enclosed by drystone walls and earthen
banks with drystone cores. Although the area is grazed and under rough pasture,
scrub (in particular gorse) is encroaching into the site, particularly on the steeper
slopes.

Pennerley Dingle
The Pennerley Dingle area which extends south from Perkins Beach to encompass
the head of the Pennerley Dingle valley. This small part of the survey area includes
a variety of landscape and vegetation types: heathland, pasture, mixed woodland
and former industrial. The heathland and some of the mixed woodland represent
areas of former pasture that are reverting due to under-grazing. The industrial
landscape comprises mainly the remains of former mining and associated settlement,
but there is also a dis-used quarry at The Hollows.

There are two main groups of features in this area, both related to former mining
activities (Figure 9; 996).

The first group consists of a number of shafts, an adit, and spoil heaps on the line of
the ore vein which runs between Tankerville and Perkins Beach. The remains of
three buildings are associated with the mining features and probably represent
former mine buildings. A number of former field boundaries, shown on the early OS
mapping, also survive here as earthen banks, some with relict hedgerows along
them.

The second group of features has as its focus a group of ruined buildings. Of these
buildings one at least was in part domestic as it has the remains of a cold-store
attached. These stores are a feature of the post-medieval cottages on the hills here
and consist of a partially underground rectangular structure with drystone walls and a
barrel-vaulted drystone roof covered with turf. Further examples survive at
Blakemoorgate and The Paddocks. However the presence of a small number of
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shafts , possible shafts and small spoil heaps suggest that this group of buildings
may also have been associated with mining activity. A number of earth banks with
relict hedges and the remains of drystone walls and a trackway are also associated
with this small settlement.

Un-named settlement: At the southern end of the Main Ridge, 200m southwest of
Cranberry Rock, are the remains of an un-named former settlement (Figure 8; 998)
with some (possibly) associated mining remains. The former settlement consists of
the remains of structures of which one survives only as a levelled platform, and a
number of banks and ditches marking field boundaries. The mining remains
comprise a shaft, spoil heaps, and associated length of ditch.

4.5 Paths and Tracks
A study of the historic mapping for the study area reveals a network of tracks and
footpaths far more extensive than survives on the modern mapping. The desk-based
survey recorded tracks that were not shown on the modern mapping (Figures 8 & 9).
The field survey was less consistent in its approach. Originally it had been intended
to plot only those features that had not been picked up by the desk-based study and
were not on the modern mapping. However, in some cases where a path was clearly
un-used and had disappeared from view, sections were recorded where they had
given rise to earthwork features. Within the deserted settlements a number of tracks
were recorded as components of the settlements. The reduction in the number of
paths and tracks, and the actual non-use of a number of paths that are still shown on
the modern mapping is a reflection of the dramatic decrease in use of the landscape
in the last 100 years.

Recreation

Shooting butts
One class of monument reflects the use of parts of the study area for a particular
leisure activity, i.e. the shooting of game, in the 19th and 20th centuries. This
monument type comprises shooting butts, which occur along the main ridge and on
Black Rhadley hill. Shooting rights on the main ridge within the NNR are not held by
English Nature and are still occasionally exercised; the shooting rights on Black
Rhadley are exercised by Linley Estates.

The Main Ridge: A number of shooting butts were recorded in the Main Ridge zone.
The shooting butts in this zone comprise low drystone walls set in a U, C, L, A or H
shape. Two rows of these butts run down the east side of the main ridge to the east
of the Devil’s Chair (Figures 10 & 11; 725-8 and 720-4, 733). A further butt (849)
was recorded west of, and two (935-6) to the east and southeast of Manstone Rock,
and another (761) at Cranberry Rock.

At the northern end of the main ridge, three widely spaced shooting butts lie to the
south of Blakemoorgate (752-3 & 1584), and a further butt (754) was recorded 75m
to the east of Blakemoorgate, possibly associated with one (1135) a little to the north
in The Hollies zone..
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Black Rhadley: A further 6 possible shooting butts were recorded on Black Rhadley
reflecting the use of the hill for recreational shooting. All of these comprise hollows
cut into the ground surface with semi-circular banks along one edge (503, 551, 553,
574-6)

Modern cairns Additionally 27 small to medium sized cairns of relatively recent
construction were recorded by the rapid field survey (Figures 10 & 11). Most of these
cairns lie alongside footpaths on the main ridge; they have been termed “walkers’
cairns” for the purpose of this survey, although many were probably originally built as
track-markers by the inhabitants of the various post-medieval settlements around the
main ridge. These cairns range in size from c. 1m diameter x 0.5m high to 7m
diameter x 1.5m high. It is possible that some of the larger walkers’ cairns are
modern additions to an earlier feature. 24 of these “walkers’ cairns” were recorded
by the survey along the main ridge of the Stiperstones, principally in the Cranberry
Rock to Devil’s Chair area. Three small modern cairns were also noted on the
summit of Black Rhadley hill.
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5 Areas for further study

The principal task of this survey project was to carry out a rapid field survey (RCHME
Level 1) of The Stiperstones hills. A Level 1 record provides non-analytical
information (to agreed standards) including structured indexes of the location, period,
condition, and type of monument, accompanied by a simplified 1:10,000 cartographic
record (RCHME 1999: Recording Archaeological Field Monuments). This survey is
intended to provide the base data upon which further detailed analysis and
interpretation can be based. One of the aims of the survey was to identify areas
where the archaeological resource would merit and support further research. There
are any number of themes and topics which might be explored, but perhaps some of
the more promising relate to the two major groups of features recorded by the
survey, the prehistoric cairns of the late Neolithic/early Bronze Age funerary
landscape and the settlements of the post-medieval period. The Iron Age hillfort
might also provide opportunities for non-invasive field study.

Prehistoric cairns
In the late Neolithic/early Bronze Age periods the southern end of The Stiperstones
between Cranberry Rock and The Devil’s Chair was clearly a sacred landscape of
some significance. This end of the ridge is a landmark visible from much of the
modern county of Shropshire and beyond, and as no settlement sites of the late
Neolithic/early Bronze Age periods are known in the vicinity of the study area it is not
possible yet to say where the communities that used The Stiperstones as a funerary
and ritual centre were based. The Long Mynd to the east also has a number of
groups of barrows and other ritual sites of this period, as does Stapeley Common to
the west (where there are three stone circles, as well as a number of cairns). The
relationship between these three neighbouring upland ritual landscapes might shed
light on the nature and location of the communities they served.

The present survey noted that none of the cairns identified on the main ridge of The
Stiperstones has been satisfactorily dated. Detailed topographical measurement of
the cairns and recording of the different visible construction methods and materials
(i.e. boulders and large rock fragments as opposed to clitter and scree) might help to
produce a typology of the cairns in this area. However, firm dating evidence can at
present only be achieved through excavation.

Castle Ring hillfort on Oak Hill
The survey has also confirmed the potential of Castle Ring for further study. The
field survey identified a number of platforms or terraces within the interior of the
hillfort which may indicate areas of occupation. The hillfort is undisturbed and well
preserved and might be a suitable candidate for a non-destructive study similar to
those undertaken by the joint English Heritage AML/CAS & Oxford University
Wessex Hillfort Study. Geophysical survey might be hampered by the vegetation
cover of dwarf shrubs within some parts of the hillfort, but a detailed topographical
survey might well refine and increase the defined areas of possible hut platforms
within the fort.
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Subsistence settlements
There is also scope for further detailed survey of the various post-medieval
subsistence settlements on the Stiperstones. Detailed survey might help identify the
elements within the building complexes that mark many of the individual
smallholdings within these settlements. The opportunity for achieving this result by
survey rather than excavation will be limited by the process of decay of the structures
within then settlements. The relative states of decay of the cottages and other
structures at Blakemoorgate and the rate of deterioration of one of the structures In
particular, a detailed survey of the Perkins Beach mining and subsistence settlement
might help identify the function of different elements within the settlement.
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6 Conclusions

The Prehistoric Period
The survey has increased the number of probable prehistoric cairns from the 5 cairns
in the Cranberry and Manstone Rocks area to at 18 possible prehistoric cairns in this
area. Two possible ring cairns ring cairns, a possible long cairn and a possible stone
row (or group of standing stones) that had not previously been identified in the study
area. The increase in the number and type of these monuments, and their
distribution, has underlined and enhanced the importance of this prehistoric funerary
and ritual landscape.

A number of research aims for the Stiperstones survey project were considered in
the project design. One of these aims for the prehistoric period included an
exploration of the relationship between the known cairns on the ridge and other man-
made features, including a number of linear boundaries and a field system. The
survey found that the majority of the boundary features were likely to be of medieval
or post-medieval date, and did not locate any boundary features that could be directly
physically or topographically associated with the prehistoric cairns. This contrasts
with the picture on Stapeley Hill to the west of the study area, where a number of
linear boundary features are found in close proximity to prehistoric cairns.

The Roman and medieval Periods
With the exception of the Castle Ring hillfort on Oak Hill, the archaeological record
would appear to suggest that mankind has left little impact on The Stiperstones in
terms of upstanding monuments dating to the later Prehistoric, Roman and Medieval
periods. One of the research aims of the survey was to attempt to establish whether
this reflected a genuine lack of physical remains of this period or simply a lack of
recorded fieldwork. The survey has identified a small number of medieval boundary
features where previously only one possibly medieval feature had been recorded. In
particular, there are a number of long, linear earthwork boundary features within the
study area (such as the Black Ditch) that probably reflect divisions in land-use or
ownership in the medieval period. Some of these follow or are followed by parish
boundaries and these relationships raise the possibility that these boundaries may in
fact be earlier than medieval in date. These medieval features would appear to
confirm the use of Stiperstones as pasture and common land and hunting chase in
the medieval period. It is likely that this reflected a tradition of land-use that
continued from the prehistoric period.

The present grouse-moor vegetation which covers most of the main ridge probably
does not reflect the appearance of much of the landscape in these periods. The
rough pasture on the eastern edges of Rigmoreoak or to the east of the main ridge
north of the Gatten Plantation, or the upper slopes of Perkins Beach may be more
representative of the vegetation cover over much of The Stiperstones in these
periods. Visible earthwork remains of ridge and furrow on high altitude hillsides to
the north (Lordshill) and west (Pennerley); lynchets and ridge and furrow to the
southeast (Chittol) and “Celtic” fields to the south (Cefn Gunthly) confirm that altitude
alone was not a factor for a lack of arable field systems within the study area. The
broken nature of the ground on the top of the main ridge is of course the major factor
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here, but even so areas of ground cleared in the post-medieval period (Blakemoor,
Rigmoreoak) show some arable cultivation might have been possible.

Analysis of the ownership and exploitation of grazing rights on The Stiperstones in
the medieval and early post-medieval periods has been the subject of research by
David Pannett and others - “Commons of the Stiperstones Mining Region
(Shropshire) on the common lands of the Shelve area”. This research includes an
account of the ownership and tenure and historic land-use of the estates that
comprise the study area in the medieval and post-medieval periods.

Post medieval mining and settlement:
Features associated with post-medieval settlement, agriculture and industry have
proved to form the largest component of the data recovered by the present survey.
The abandoned post-medieval squatter-type settlements on the Stiperstones were
seen as having the potential for providing insights into communities at the margins of
rural society. Likewise, the well-preserved remains of former mining industries and
their associated subsistence farming settlements on the lower slopes of the
Stiperstones were seen as a potentially rich source of data for this area of research.
The survey intended to locate and map the extent of these squatter settlements and
areas of industrial remains within the study area.

Squatter settlements
The former squatter, or more properly subsistence, settlements of Blakemoorgate,
Blakemoorflat and Tin House are situated on exposed very marginal land on the top
of The Stiperstones ridge just below the tors. Tinhouse lies below The Devil’s Chair
overlooking Perkin’s Beach, and Blakemoorflat and Blakemoorgate lie at the northern
end of the main ridge. The Paddocks is more typical of a squatter settlement. The
earliest part of this settlement probably lies in the angle of the Worthen & Shelve
parish boundary, with later spreading to the north and to the south into Ratlinghope
parish. The settlement was confined between the steep east slope of the main ridge
and boggy areas to the east and north.

The remains of these subsistence or squatter settlements are characterized by
ruined drystone buildings, field boundaries of drystone walls, earth banks, ditches
and hedgerows, and field clearance cairns. The fields within the settlements have
been cleared of stone and areas of grass pasture are still maintained by grazing at
least 50 years after the settlements were finally abandoned. These settlements lie
away from the areas of mining operations. However, the settlements do appear to
have been occupied mainly by miners, and were probably established with the
permission of the landowners (who owned or had significant stakes in the various
mining operations), and possibly even at their behest.

Mining settlements
Several of the subsistence settlements in the valleys and on the lower slopes on the
western side of the main ridge, for example Perkins Beach and Pennerley Dingle, are
closely associated with mining remains. The remains of these former mining
settlements comprise spoil heaps, shafts and adits, ruined drystone buildings, and
field boundaries. The survey data has allowed a much more accurate definition of
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the boundaries of the settlements associated with the mining industry on the
Stiperstones. Before the survey, the various mines had been entered as point data
on the SMR with no attempt to define the areas either of the mines or the settlement
themselves. However, the identification in these areas of mine buildings as opposed
to domestic buildings is problematic. The proximity of mining features (shafts, spoil
heaps etc.) to structures is not necessarily an indicator of function, as the dates of
the structures and adjacent mining remains may differ – areas were frequently re-
worked e.g. the New Venture Mine at the top end of Perkins Beach. Due to the level
of decay of most of the structures in these areas, more detailed survey work and
analysis, or even excavation, would be required to help identify functions for some of
the structures.

Mines
The exploitation of the mineral veins present in the western slopes of The
Stiperstones is already well-documented. However, the present survey has revealed
just how extensive the mining remains are on The Stiperstones. The extent of trial
workings, for example on Black Rhadley or at The Rock, was previously not
appreciated. A small number of early post-medieval (or possibly medieval) boles or
smelting hearths have been tentatively identified by the survey at the northernmost
end of the study area at The Hollies. There is however scope for a more detailed
analysis of some of the more complex sites – at Perkins Beach for example, where
there is extensive evidence for 18th and 19th-century mining, but where the fieldwork
appears to suggest that some of the mining features recorded may date to the earlier
post-medieval period.

Working methods
The methodology employed by the survey proved to be an efficient means of rapidly
collecting survey data over a large area with few accurately mapped and measurable
landmarks. The GPS equipment in particular performed well in the conditions, and
there were few areas where coverage was poor. Some minor problems were
encountered with the software used to record the data, but these were relatively
easily overcome. A belt and braces approach to recording using both digital and
paper records ensured that checking the data and the identification of any problems
was easily carried out. A similar approach could be used to map the archaeological
resource in other upland areas.
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Photo 1: Cairn 758 at Cranberry Rock

Photo 2: Satellite cairn 760 below Cranberry Rock



Photo 3: Standing stone 1068 in wall 1063 near The Paddock

Photo 4: Drystone wall 511 on The Rock



Photo 5: Open stope at Nipstone Mine

Photo 6: Shafts and spoil heaps at Perkins Beach



Photo 7: Ruined cottage at Blakemoorflat

Photo 8: Cottage at Blakemoorgate



Photo 9: Potato store at Blakemoorgate

Photo 10: Remains of outdoor privy at Blakemoorgate



Photo 11: Shooting butt 723 below the Devil’s Chair


