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Summary

In 2004, All Saints Church Parochial Church Council & Vicar were granted full planning 
permission (Application No. 04/01973/FUL) by Newark & Sherwood District Council to erect 
two houses on the site of the former Church Hall, Church Street, Sutton-on-Trent, 
Nottinghamshire (NGR SK 4801 6600). The Church Hall development site covers an area of 
approximately 190 square metres.  

The proposed development site was considered to have a medium to high potential for 
archaeological remains and/or human burials, due to its close proximity to All Saints Church, 
which has Anglo-Saxon origins. A condition attached to the planning permission (no. 06) 
required a scheme for an archaeological watching brief to be submitted to and approved by 
the Local Planning Authority.

In May 2007, CgMs Consulting (Newark) were commissioned by Mr J. Walton to prepare the 
required Written Scheme of Investigation and to conduct the archaeological watching brief on 
the site. The intensive watching brief was conducted during intrusive groundworks in July 
2007, in accordance with the scheme submitted and approved in June 2007 (8526/07/01). 

No archaeological features or artefacts were encountered on the site during the intensive 
watching brief.

This document forms the final report on the negative watching brief carried out at the former 
Church Hall site, Church Street, Sutton-on-Trent. It has been written by Karen Francis BA, 
MIFA in consultation with J. Forbes Marsden BA, MA, MIFA of CgMs Consulting (Newark), on 
behalf of Mr J. Walton.
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1.0 Introduction 

1.1 The proposed development site, which covers an area of approximately 190 square 
metres, is located at Church Street, Sutton-on-Trent, Nottinghamshire (NGR SK 4801 
6600) (Figure 1). The site lies within the Trent Valley, c. 700 m due west of the River 
Trent and c. 12 km due north of Newark-on-Trent. The proposed development site is 
bounded to the south by Church Lane and by All Saints Church; to the east and north 
by existing dwellings; and the west by Church Street (Figure 2).  

Figure 1. Site location map 

1.1 The approved development (Planning Ref.: 04/01973/FUL) comprises two semi-
detached houses with access and car parking. The intrusive groundworks associated 
with the development comprised a shallow topsoil strip across the area of the site 
(Figure 2); and the excavation of the strip footings for the two houses.
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Figure 2. Detailed site plan showing the area of the watching brief 

1.2 The site lies on an unsurveyed urban area (SSEW 193). The closest recorded geology 
to the proposed development site is the 813c Fladbury 2 Association River Alluvium, 
comprising stoneless clayey soils, variably affected by groundwater, some with sandy 
subsoils. Some similar fine loamy soils (SSEW 1983). 

1.3 Prior to the start of groundworks, the proposed development site comprised waste 
ground which formerly contained the Church Hall. The latter was a wooden building 
that existed on the site for approximately 80 years, until 2004 (Walton pers.  comm.)
(Figure 3). 

1.4 This document forms the final report on the negative watching brief conducted at the 
former Church Hall site in July 2007, during intrusive groundworks associated with the 
approved development.
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Figure 3. The site prior to the start of groundworks, with Church Lane and 
All Saints Church visible to the south 

2.0 Planning and Project Background  

2.1 On 10 September 2004, Newark & Sherwood District Council granted full planning 
permission for the current development, subject to a number of conditions. Condition 
06 stated that,

‘The applicant shall be responsible for ensuring that a scheme for an 
archaeological watching brief which is to be carried out by an archaeologist 
or archaeological body approved by the council during the course of 
excavation works, is submitted to the Local Planning Authority (LPA) prior to 
development commencing (unless by a time otherwise agreed). 

Within 3 months of the completion of the excavation works, a summary 
report shall be submitted to the LPA and the results of the watching brief 
shall also be made available for inclusion in the archive of information of 
Nottinghamshire County Council’s Sites and Monuments Record, and at 
Nottingham University.  

Reason: To ensure that satisfactory account is taken of the archaeological 
implications of the site’.  

2.2 In June 2007, CgMs Consulting (Newark) prepared a specification document for the 
current watching brief at the former Church Hall site, on behalf of the client 
(8526/07/01). The specification was submitted to the Archaeological Officer for 
Nottinghamshire County Council and to Newark & Sherwood District Council, for 
approval. The scheme was approved on 15th June 2007. 

2.3 CgMs Consulting (Newark) were commissioned by Mr J. Walton to undertake an 
intensive archaeological watching brief on the site during intrusive groundworks 
associated with the current development.
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3.0 Archaeological Background  

3.1 The development site was considered by the Assistant Archaeological Officer for 
Nottinghamshire County Council to have a medium to high potential for archaeological 
remains and/or human burials, primarily due to its close proximity to All Saints 
Church, which has Anglo-Saxon origins (Willett, Ref.: EPD.EW.04/02173). It was also 
noted that the proposed development site was located within the historic core of the 
village of Sutton-on-Trent, which is listed in the Domesday Book of 1086. At that time, 
Sutton-on-Trent had a relatively large population, a church with a priest and three 
fisheries, suggesting that it was a well-established settlement, possibly of Anglo-
Saxon origin.  

3.2 All Saints Church, located approximately 35 m to the south of the proposed 
development site, was sympathetically restored in 1902-3 by William Wier, who 
discovered traces of an Anglo-Saxon church beneath the western tower (Pevsner & 
Williamson 1979, 345; JSAC 856/06/02).

3.3 The proposed development site lies within the Sutton-on-Trent Conservation Area. 
There are no Scheduled Ancient Monuments in the vicinity of the site. 

4.0 Objectives 

4.1 An archaeological watching brief has been defined as, ‘a formal programme of 
observation and investigation conducted during any operation carried out for non-
archaeological reasons. This will be within a specified area or site on land, inter-tidal 
zone or underwater, where there is a possibility that archaeological deposits may be 
disturbed or destroyed. The programme will result in the preparation of a report and 
ordered archive’ (IFA, 2001). 

4.2 The overall objective of the watching brief was to intensively monitor all intrusive 
ground disturbances associated with the current development, in order to establish 
whether any archaeological deposits or features survived on the site and to ensure 
their preservation by record when and if, they could not be preserved in situ.

5.0 Methodology 

5.1 An intensive watching brief was conducted during intrusive groundworks associated 
with the current development. These comprised the removal of topsoil from the site, 
to a maximum depth of c. 0.10 m using a JCB 180 machine fitted with a toothless 
bucket; and the excavation of five, 1-m deep strip footings. Excavated topsoil was 
transferred immediately to a trailer and removed from the site. Active, constant 
monitoring of the machining was maintained during the groundworks, in order that 
any archaeological remains could be promptly identified and properly recorded in 
advance of development. Every effort was made to implement the watching brief 
without causing unnecessary delays to the construction work or adversely affecting 
the construction timetable. 

5.2 The areas to be stripped of topsoil were visually examined for surface features or 
anomalies; and for archaeological artefacts prior to the removal of topsoil.   

5.3 The level of on-site recording reflected the absence of archaeological features: a  site 
notebook was maintained; and descriptions were written of the natural deposits 
exposed. A detailed photographic record was maintained in colour digital photography.  
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5.4 An ordered site archive will be deposited with an appropriate local museum. This will 
follow the guidelines contained in “Guidelines for the preparation of excavation 
archives for long term storage” (UKIC 1990); and “Standards in the Museum Care of 
Archaeological Collections” (Museums and Galleries Commission 1992).  

5.5 Copies of this report will be sent to the client, Mr J. Walton and subsequently to the 
Assistant Archaeological Officer for Nottingham County Council; to the 
Nottinghamshire Sites and Monuments Record; and to Nottingham University. 

5.6 All work was undertaken with respect to health and safety provision. Hard hats, hi-
visibility vests and steel toe-capped boots were worn at all times. 

6.0 Results of the Watching Brief 

6.1 The watching brief was undertaken on 26 July 2007. A walkover of the site conducted 
prior to the start of works did not reveal any archaeological features or artefacts. 

6.2 Prior to the start of groundworks, the site comprised waste ground which formerly 
contained the wooden Church Hall building. The site was generally flat and well 
drained. The north-eastern corner of the site was defined by a corrugated out-
building; the eastern side by a brick wall; the south-eastern corner by an existing 
dwelling; the southern side by Church Lane; and the western side was defined by 
Church Street.

6.3 Groundworks commenced with the removal of topsoil on the eastern half of the site, 
using a 180 machine fitted with a toothless ditching bucket. Topsoil removal 
progressed southwards from the north-eastern corner towards Church Lane and 
westwards towards Church Street. The topsoil was removed without tracking over the 
stripped area. The topsoil comprised a uniform deposit of dark grey-brown sandy loam 
with a very high percentage of sand and containing modern inclusions of glass, plastic, 
stone and concrete. A maximum depth of c. 0.10 m of topsoil was removed from the 
stripped area. No archaeological features or artefacts were encountered during the 
topsoil stripping. A modern brick and breeze-block foundation associated with a 
former summerhouse (Walton pers. comm.) was revealed in the north-eastern corner 
of the site (Figure 4). 
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Figure 4. Modern foundation revealed in the north-eastern corner of the site  

6.4 Groundworks  then progressed with the excavation of the five strip footings on the 
western half of the site, using a JCB fitted with a narrow toothed bucket (Figure 5).  
The footings were excavated to a depth of 1 metre. The excavation of the footings 
revealed varying depths of topsoil overlying clean natural orange sand and gravel. No 
archaeological features or artefacts were encountered during the excavation of the 
strip footings. All of the groundworks were completed in the course of 1 day (Figure 
6).     
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Figure 5. Excavation of the strip footings 

Figure 6. Completion of the strip footings 
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7.0 Conclusions 

No Archaeological features or artefacts were encountered during the intensive 
watching brief on the site of the former Church Hall, Church Street, Sutton-on-Trent, 
Nottinghamshire.
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