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1.0 INTRODUCTION AND SCOPE OF STUDY

1.1 This archaeological desk-based assessment has been researched and prepared on 

behalf of Miller Homes Limited by Margaret Bennett-Samuels, and edited by J Forbes 

Marsden, of CgMs Consulting. 

1.2 The assessment considers land at St John’s Narborough, Leicestershire. The site is 

approximately 1.7 hectares in extent and is centred at National Grid Reference SP 

5522 9920 (Figs 1 and 2). It is located in the ancient parish of Enderby (Youngs, 

1991, 225). The western frontage of the site adjoins St John’s. It is bounded to the 

north and south by residential development, and to the east by derelict land and a 

small pasture, which contains the earthwork remains of St John’s, Aldeby. 

1.3 In accordance with government guidance on archaeology and planning (PPG16) this 

assessment draws together the available archaeological, topographic and land-use 

information in order to clarify the archaeological potential of the site. 

1.4 The assessment comprises an examination of evidence in the Leicestershire County 

Record Office and the Leicestershire Sites and Monuments Record (SMR). It considers 

the results of nearby archaeological investigations, incorporates published and 

unpublished material and charts historic land-use through a map regression exercise. 

1.5 As a result, the assessment enables relevant parties to assess the archaeological 

potential of the site and to consider the need for design, civil engineering, and/or 

archaeological solutions to the potential identified. 
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2.0 PLANNING BACKGROUND AND DEVELOPMENT PLAN FRAMEWORK

2.1 In November 1990 the Department of the Environment issued Planning Policy 

Guidance Note 16 (PPG16)  ‘Archaeology and Planning’, providing guidance for 

planning authorities, property owners, developers and others on the preservation and 

investigation of archaeological remains. 

2.2 In considering any planning application for development, the local planning authority 

will be guided by the policy framework set by government guidance, in this instance 

PPG16, by current Development Plan policy and by other material considerations.  

2.3 The strategic development plan policy framework is provided by the Leicestershire, 

Leicester and Rutland Structure Plan, adopted in 1996.  The Plan contains the 

following policy which provides a framework for the consideration of development 

proposals affecting archaeological and heritage features. 

‘Environment Policy 1: Historic Environment 

Measures will be taken to identify, protect, preserve and enhance areas, sites, 
buildings and settings of historic or architectural interest or archaeological importance. 
Development within Conservation Areas will be required to preserve or enhance the 
character and/or appearance of the area. 

Proposals for development on, in, or adjacent to archaeological or other historic sites 
and buildings will be considered against the need to ensure their preservation and 
setting. 

Development will only be acceptable where it would not adversely affect any 
scheduled ancient monument or other nationally important archaeological site, or its 
setting or amenity value. 

Where a known site of county or local significance is to be affected, development may 
be acceptable if it allows its preservation in situ, or, where this is impractical, its 
investigation and recording. 

Development will only be acceptable in areas of archaeological potential if proper 
evaluation of the archaeological implications of the proposed development has been 
undertaken and taken into account.’ 

2.4 The local plan policy framework is provided by the Blaby District Local Plan, adopted in 

September 1999, which will remain in force until September 2007. The relevant policy 

is as follows:

‘POLICY  CE1 

Planning permission will not be granted for development which would adversely affect 
the preservation or setting of a Scheduled Ancient Monument or other important 
archaeological site. The Local Planning Authority will require all planning applications 
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for development on sites of recognised or suspected archaeological importance to be 
accompanied by an archaeological assessment and (if shown necessary) evaluation.’ 

2.5 This assessment therefore aims to clarify the specific archaeological potential of the 

proposed development site, and identify any archaeological constraints that would 

preclude its allocation for development. 
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3.0 GEOLOGY AND TOPOGRAPHY

3.1 Geology

3.1.1 The underlying solid geology comprises till, overlain by loamy and clayey soils with 

slowly permeable subsoils of the Salop association (SSEW, 1983). 

3.2 Topography

3.2.1 The site is flat, lying at approximately 66m AOD. 
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4.0 ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

4.1 Timescales used in this report are as follows. 

Prehistoric

Palaeolithic 450,000 BC - 12,000 BC 

Mesolithic 12,000 BC - 4,000 BC 

Neolithic 4,000 BC - 1,800 BC 

Bronze Age 1,800 BC - 600 BC 

Iron Age 600 BC - AD 43 

Historic

Roman AD 43 - 410 AD 

Saxon/Early Medieval AD 410 - 1066 AD 

Medieval AD 1066 - 1485 AD 

Post Medieval AD 1485 - 1700 AD 

Industrial AD 1700 - 1900 AD 

Modern AD 1900 - Present 

4.2 Examination of data provided by the Leicestershire Sites and Monuments Record 

(SMR) and published sources shows that one archaeological site is recorded within 

which the proposed redevelopment site is located. Several other sites exist within the 

study area (Figure 3 and Appendix 1). It is the aim of this assessment to review the 

data available for the study area, and to use this to construct a predictive model of the 

site’s archaeological potential. 

4.3 There are no listed buildings, Registered Battlefields or Registered Historic Parks and 

Gardens in the study area. One Scheduled Ancient Monument is located within the 

study area, namely the site of St John’s church, Aldeby (SAM 196), which comprises 

earthwork remains and is located approximately 50m east of the site. 

4.4 Prehistoric

4.4.1 Early prehistoric activity in the study area is suggested by the findspot of a brown 

patinated flint, possibly a Palaeolithic hand axe, estimated as having been found 

approximately 300m north-east of the site (SMR MLE6041). Neolithic to Bronze Age 

flintwork and pottery, indicative of a possible occupation site, are recorded from 

approximately 550m north-east of the site (SMR MLE7377), and further Neolithic 
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flintwork, comprising a core, a grain rubber and a scraper, is recorded from 25-50m 

south of the site (SMR MLE89). 

4.4.2 Iron Age occupation sites are recorded from three locations within the study area. 

Postholes suggestive of occupation are recorded from approximately 550m north-east 

of the site, in the same vicinity as the Neolithic to Bronze Age flintwork and pottery 

referred to above (SMR MLE7377), and six sherds of possible Iron Age pottery, taken 

to indicate occupation, are noted from approximately 525m north-west of the site 

(SMR MLE99). Trial trenching carried out in 2006 approximately 300m north of the 

site recorded postholes and gullies taken to indicate a roundhouse and slightly further 

north, associated ditches were recorded, late Iron Age or Roman in date (SMR 

MLE16060-1). 

4.5 Roman

4.5.1 The Fosse Way runs approximately 350m west of the site (SMR MLE1380) and 

numerous Roman remains are recorded from the study area. 

4.5.2 Several are isolated findspots, such as brooches found 225m west and 400m and 

450m north-west of the site (SMR MLE7690, 7688, 16062), a figurine from 500m west 

of the site (SMR MLE9371), and coins from 500m west and 600m south-west of the 

site (SMR MLE7689, 9244). All were found within c. 250m of the Fosse Way and 

perhaps indicate chance losses. 

4.5.3 However, pottery is also noted from the vicinity, indicating more concentrated activity 

and possible settlement. Sherds of pottery are recorded from 25-50m east and south 

of the site, possibly indicating occupation (SMR MLE88, 7687), and fragments of kiln 

bar found amongst a large scatter of pottery approximately 450m north-west of the 

site, in the same vicinity as sherds of possible Iron Age pottery referred to above, are 

taken to indicate a possible kiln site (SMR MLE101). 

4.6 Saxon/Medieval

4.6.1 Mid-Saxon activity is evidenced by the findspot of a foil die stamp, probably dating to 

the seventh century, from approximately 250m north-west of the site, and a late-

Saxon strap end is recorded from approximately 500m north-west of the site (SMR 

MLE6086, 6087). 
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4.6.2 The earliest documentary reference to Enderby appears to date from Domesday Book, 

in which it is referred to as Andretesbie and Endrebie. The name is taken to mean the 

farmstead or village of Eindriði, Eindriði being an Old Norse personal name meaning 

‘sole ruler’ (Ekwall, 1960, 4, 166-7; Smith, 1956, 66). 

4.6.3 Enderby is recorded in Domesday Book among the extensive landholding of Hugh of 

Grandmesnil, the largest landholder in Leicestershire. It comprised arable land, 

meadow, woodland and a mill, and supported a population of 10 villagers, 1 

smallholder and 1 slave (Morgan, 1979, C11, 4/39). Domesday Book does not refer to 

a church at Enderby, and later evidence indicates that one was not established until 

the thirteenth century, as noted below. Hartley states that a reference to Oldebi in 

Domesday Book may indicate a village relating to the chapel at Aldeby (Hartley, 1989, 

57). Morgan assigns the three references to Oldebi to the modern settlement of 

Oadby. Two were possessions of the Countess Judith and are likely to refer to the 

modern Oadby (Morgan, 1979, 40/1, 40/25), but it is possible that the unpopulated 

arable land in the possession of Hugh of Grandmesnil may indicate Aldeby (ibid, 

13/31). None of the Oldebi holdings listed by Morgan is noted as having possessed a 

church, but it is generally accepted that churches are under-recorded in Domesday 

Book (Morris, 1989, 141). 

4.6.4 However, the site of the former parish church of St John, Aldeby, is considered to be, 

if not late Saxon, certainly early Norman in origin. The church’s remains are located 

approximately 50m east of the site, and it is a Scheduled Ancient Monument, the 

outline of its long, narrow nave and apsidal-ended chancel surviving as an earthwork 

(SAM 196, MLE6623; Figure 4). Medieval slate, tile, carving, glass, a cross and an 

arrowhead are recorded from the vicinity (SMR MLE6623), and the findspot of a 

carved stone head, possibly from the church, is recorded from approximately 250m 

south of the site (SMR MLE10200). 

4.6.5 The site of the church is located almost central to the original parish, which spread 

across the river and included the modern parish of Whetstone (Pevsner and 

Williamson, 1984, 152). Nichols states that the church is noted in the Metriculus of 

1220, by which time a chapel had been established at Whetstone (Nichols, 1810, 

159). ‘Standing in a field near the river Soar, exposed to dangers from floods on the 

Soar, [the church at Aldeby] was hazardous for the inhabitants [of Enderby] to go to 

it. Enderby does not appear to have then had even a chapel; but by the consent of the 

bishop of Lincoln, the inhabitants had leave to take down the church of Aldeby; and a 

new one was built instead of it at Enderby, which was thenceforward to be the parish 

church…This must have been in king John’s, or at the beginning of Henry the Third’s 
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reign; but the removal of the church to Enderby must be earlier…though probably 

every thing might not be rightly settled till about the year 1270, when Bishop 

Gravesend confirmed this transaction, and enjoined the people to perform every duty 

to the newly-erected church of Enderby’ (ibid, 160). 

4.6.6 The quotation from Nichols suggests that the village location at Enderby was in 

existence before the Aldeby church site was abandoned, and the evidence of both its 

place-name and Domesday Book indicate its early establishment. However, it is 

possible that settlement also existed in the late Saxon and/or early medieval period in 

the vicinity of the former parish church of St John, Aldeby, but if so it would seem 

likely that the settlement was deserted before or at the same time that the church was 

abandoned in the early thirteenth century, perhaps also due to flooding. Beresford and 

Hurst note it as a deserted medieval village (Beresford and Hurst, 1989, 192), and the 

extent of the settlement has been estimated, encompassing the proposed 

redevelopment site (SMR MLE91). 

4.6.7 No records have been found regarding land use in the vicinity of the site during the 

late medieval period. There is no evidence of ridge and furrow earthworks, which are 

widespread over the majority of the parish, indicating medieval open fields (Figure 5). 

The lack of ridge and furrow earthworks may suggest that the site was never 

incorporated into the open fields, perhaps because ruined settlement remains 

precluded its cultivation, or because the area flooded on a regular basis. Alternatively, 

any earthworks, relating either to settlement or cultivation, may have been removed 

by subsequent development. 

4.7 Post Medieval and Industrial

4.7.1 A glebe terrier of 1605 states that Enderby’s open fields had been enclosed by that 

date, although later terriers indicate that they remained open in 1697 and 1701 

(Hoskins, 1949, 105, 121). No parliamentary enclosure took place, and so it seems 

probable from the somewhat conflicting evidence that Enderby’s open fields were 

enclosed gradually during the seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries. Throsby, 

writing in 1790, states that ‘this lordship is old enclosure’ (Throsby, 1790, 223). 

Enderby comprised 77 households in 1670 (Hoskins and McKinley, 1955, 172) 

indicating a population in the region of 325-330. 

4.7.2 Prior’s map of 1777 shows a nucleated village set in an agricultural landscape, with 

woodland to the north-east of the settlement, representing the well-wooded park 

associated with Enderby Hall (Figure 6). The proposed redevelopment site is shown as 
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open land, and the site of St John’s, Aldeby is not depicted, although its churchyard 

remained in use as late as 1770 (SMR MLE6623). Nichols visited on 19th July 1804, 

and stated that ‘of the church at Aldeby, nothing now remains but an old fence-wall 

round the burying-ground, which is of the extent of about half an acre. Where 

probably the chancel stood, the foundation may be traced; without which is an old 

coffin-fashioned gravestone for one of the old rectors…The inhabitants both of Enderby 

and Whetstone continued to bury here till within these ten or twelve years last past; 

and there still remain…four small slate stones…’ (Nichols, 1810, 160). 

4.7.3 Nichols states that ‘in 1801, Enderby contained 98 inhabited houses, in which were 

112 families, consisting of 312 males and 201 females, in all 513; of whom 64 were 

chiefly employed in agriculture, and 148 in trade, manufactures, &c’ (ibid, 158). The 

stocking-frame industry developed at Enderby from early in the eighteenth century 

and by 1844 350 frames were recorded, although the industry declined thereafter 

(Hoskins and McKinley, 1955, 21). The development of rural industry was reflected in 

population growth – Enderby’s population had increased to 1143 by 1821, and to 1335 

by 1851 (ibid, 187).  

4.7.4 The Tithe Map of 1851 (CRO ref Ti/101/1) shows the site located in an enclosed 

agricultural landscape (Figure 7). The Tithe Award notes the following: 

Ref Owner Tenant Field Name Land use 
     

423 John Knight Thomas Hazlewood Littling Meadow Meadow 
424 John Waldron William Cooper Cow Close Arable 
425 Ditto Ditto Osier Bed  
426 Thomas Harris In hand St John’s Close Pasture 
427 Ditto In hand Plantation  
428 Vicar In hand St John’s Churchyard Pasture 
429 Thomas Harris In hand St John’s Close Arable 
430 Thomas Powers Esq Thomas Swain Hoby Sick Pasture 
431 Ditto Ditto Meadow Meadow  

The site lay within fields 429 and 430, which were in use as arable and pasture 

respectively. Although field 429 was known as St John’s Close, the fact that it was 

capable of being cultivated for crops would indicate that it was relatively level, with no 

upstanding remains. ‘Sick’, as in ‘Hoby Sick’, means a piece of land beside a stream 

(Field, 1972, 274).

4.7.5 The First Edition Ordnance Survey 6˝ map of 1889 indicates no further changes within 

the site, which continued to form part of two fields (Figure 8). 
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4.8 Modern

4.8.1 The Second Edition Ordnance Survey 6˝ map of 1904 indicates no further changes, 

although by this date the site of St John’s Church is noted on the map (Figure 8). 

4.8.2 By 1921, Enderby’s population had expanded to 2635 (Hoskins and McKinley, 1955, 

21), and this was reflected both in growth within the village itself, and in ‘ribbon’ 

development along the Leicester to Narborough road, as shown on the 6˝ Ordnance 

Survey map of 1931 (Figure 10). By this date, the majority of the site had been 

developed, and it comprised a house and garden, and parts of the gardens of further 

houses to the south, although its northernmost portion still formed part of a small 

field. The Ordnance Survey notes that Roman pottery had been found within this part 

of the site, although the Sites and Monuments Record gives the location of the pottery 

slightly further south, as noted in Section 4.5.3 above (SMR MLE88, 7687). 

4.8.3 Further residential development had taken place within the site by 1950, as shown on 

the 6˝ Ordnance Survey map of that date (Figure 11).  

4.8.4 The garage, petrol filling station and workshops which occupy much of the site had 

been constructed by 1972, as shown on the 1:10000 Ordnance Survey map of that 

year. Recently disused, they are depicted on Figure 2. 

4.9 Summary

4.9.1 The proposed redevelopment site does not contain, and would not affect the setting of 

any listed buildings, Registered Parks and Gardens or Registered Historic Battlefields. 

4.9.2 A Scheduled Ancient Monument, comprising the site of St John’s church, Aldeby (SAM 

196), is located approximately 50m east of the site. The design of the proposed 

development will need to take account of its setting. However, the disused workshops 

and hardstandings which currently adjoin the monument are unsympathetic to it, and 

a more sympathetic redevelopment of the site has the potential to enhance the setting 

of the monument. 

4.9.3 Neolithic flintwork and sherds of Roman pottery are recorded from 25-50m east and 

south of the site, and it lies within the area where the deserted medieval settlement 

associated with St John’s church is thought to have been located (SMR MLE88, 89, 91, 

7687). The site is therefore considered to have a high potential in terms of below-

ground archaeological remains. 
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5.0 SITE CONDITIONS AND THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT

5.1 Site Conditions

5.1.1 A site inspection was carried out on 5th March 2007. The northernmost part of the site 

comprises a detached modern house, with a large, derelict garden to the rear. It is 

separated from the remainder of the site by a public footpath. The central and 

southern portions of the site comprise a paved forecourt, a petrol filling station, and 

the showrooms and workshops of a car dealership, with extensive hard standing areas 

to the rear. 

5.1.2 The site is currently unoccupied. 

5.2 The Proposed Development

5.2.1 The site is currently the subject of a planning application for residential development. 
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6.0 CONCLUSIONS

6.1 The design of the proposed development will need to respect the setting of the site of 

St John’s church, Aldeby, which is a Scheduled Ancient Monument. However, the 

disused workshops and hardstandings which currently adjoin the monument are 

unsympathetic to it, and a more sensitive redevelopment of the site has the potential 

to enhance the setting of the monument. 

6.2 The site is considered to have a high potential in terms of below-ground archaeological 

remains, particularly of the prehistoric, Roman and medieval periods. 

6.3 It is therefore recommended that further investigation be carried out, following the 

staged approach recommended within PPG16. Since the site’s previous use precludes 

the use of non-intrusive techniques such as field walking and geophysical survey, it is 

proposed that a programme of trial trenching should be carried out. This will define 

the character, extent, state of preservation and importance of any archaeological 

remains that the site may contain, and thus indicate the weight which ought to be 

attached to their preservation. On this basis, an informed and reasonable planning 

decision can be taken. 
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APPENDIX 1

Gazetteer of SMR Entries 
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SMR No. NGR Description Period 
    

MLE 88 SP 552 990 Find of pottery sherds indicating occupation Roman 
MLE 89 SP 552 990 Neo flint scatter comprising core, grain rubber 

& scraper 
Prehistoric 

MLE 90 SP 553 990 Quantity of smelted iron-slag & coarse 
domestic ware, indicating metal working site 

Unknown 

MLE 91 SP 553 991 Estimated extent of village, deserted by C13 Medieval 
MLE 96 SP 556 996 Post holes indicating possible IA occupation Prehistoric 
MLE 98 SP 548 991 Shallow oval depression identified from APs, 

interpreted as old quarry 
Post Medieval-

Industrial
MLE 99 SP 546 994 6 sherds of ?IA pottery, suggesting occupation ?Prehistoric 
MLE 101 SP 546 994 Fragments of kiln bar amongst large scatter of 

pottery, indicating pottery kiln 
Roman

MLE 102 SP 548 986 Site of post mill, blown down 1846 Post Medieval-
Industrial

MLE 1380 SP 573 031 Line of Fosse Way Roman 
MLE 6041 SP 55 99 Estimated findspot of brown patinated flint, 

possibly Pal hand axe 
Prehistoric 

MLE 6086 SP 551 994 Estimated findspot of mid-AS foil dye, probably 
C7

Anglo-Saxon

MLE 6087 SP 548 994 Findspot of late-AS strap end with zoomorphine 
terminal, C10 

Anglo-Saxon

SAM 196 
MLE 6623 

SP 553 991 Site of Saxo-Norman church, medieval slate, 
tile, carving, glass, cross & arrowhead. 
Graveyard used till 1770. 

Anglo-Saxon-
Medieval 

MLE 6624 SP 547 993 Sherds of pottery & miniature cauldron 
indicative of occupation 

Medieval 

MLE7377 SP 556 995 Neo to BA flint & pottery scatter suggestive of 
possible occupation site 

Prehistoric 

MLE 7687 SP 553 990 Pottery reported from church site Roman 
MLE 7688 SP 551 996 Brooch found during metal detecting Roman 
MLE 7689 SP 546 991 Findspot of coin of Vespasian Roman 
MLE 7690 SP 548 991 Findspot of fibula of dolphin type Roman 
MLE 9244 SP 546 986 Findspot of fake denarius of Septimus Sevarus Roman 
MLE 9371 SP 546 991 Findspot of small bronze figurine; small boy, 

cherub, angel or deity 
Roman

MLE 10200 SP 551 988 Findspot of carved stone head, possibly from 
church 

Medieval 

MLE 16060 SP 551 996 Ditch system found during trial trenching 
containing 2 Ro potsherds, possibly associated 
with ?roundhouse to south 

Prehistoric-
Roman

MLE 16061 SP 551 994 Possible roundhouse found during trial 
trenching 

Prehistoric 

MLE 16062 SP 549 996 Section of Fosse Way excavated 2006, bow 
brooch found 

Roman

MLE 16300 SP 63 96 Leicestershire & Northamptonshire Union 
Canal, built from Leicester to Debdale Wharf by 
1797. Canal extended to Market Harborough 
1809

Industrial
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Figure 1 

Location Plan 1:25000 
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Figure 2 

Site Plan (not to scale) 
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Figure 3 

SMR Data (not to scale) 
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Figure 4 

Earthwork remains of St John’s, Aldeby (Hartley, 1989, Fig 60) 
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Figure 5 

Medieval earthworks (Hartley, 1989, p77-8) 
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Figure 6 

Prior’s Map, 1777 
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Figure 7 

Tithe Map, 1851
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Figure 8 

First Edition Ordnance Survey 6˝ map, 1889
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Figure 9 

Second Edition Ordnance Survey 6˝ map, 1904
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Figure 10 

Ordnance Survey 6˝ map, 1931
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Figure 11 

Ordnance Survey 6˝ map, 1950 
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Plate 1: Southwestern portion of site 

Plate 2: Western portion of site 
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Plate 3: Northwestern portion of site 

Plate 4: Northeastern portion of site 
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Plate 5: Central portion of site 

Plate 6: Eastern portion of site 


