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An Archaeological Overview of Weoley Castle, Birmingham 
 

Summary 

Weoley Castle is a fortified, medieval manor-house situated four miles to the southwest of 

Birmingham city centre in the historic county of Worcestershire (National Grid Reference SP 

02158275). The site entered into the ownership of Birmingham City Council in c.1930 and 

thereafter two campaigns of archaeological excavation were undertaken; between 1932 and 1940 

and 1955 and 1962. More recently the site has been subject to an ambitious initiative, “The Weoley 

Castle Development Project”, joint funded by Birmingham City Council, The National Heritage 

Lottery Fund and English Heritage. The aims of the project were to consolidate the surviving 

masonry, to increase community understanding of and involvement with the monument and to re-

assess the finds collection and surviving archaeological archive. The following reports form the 

third strand of the initiative, “An Archaeological Overview of Weoley Castle, Birmingham”. The 

project was undertaken by Barbican Research Associates, managed by Stephanie Rátkai and 

monitored by Birmingham City Museum and Art Gallery and was submitted in final form in August 

2011, consisting of a series of reports on the archaeological archive, the ceramic finds and the small 

(portable) finds etc. The reports were presented in PDF format and will be available on-line, hosted 

by BRA (see www.barbicanra.co.uk for links). Hard and digital copies of the reports will be held by 

BMAG at selected museum properties. It is intended that the reports will form the basis for a 

synthesised monograph publication intended to bring knowledge of this important monument and 

the results of its past excavations to a wider audience. 
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Early Cooking Pot Fabrics: Figures A1.1-8 

 

 
In the following text, fabrics which were found at the Bull Ring are called by the codes used in that 

report. Fabrics which could not be paralleled are given a separated Weoley Castle code e.g. 

WCFabric 01. 

  

The most of the early cooking pots (ie those found in Periods I-III) were composed of gritty wares, 

(Figures A1.1-3) where the clay body has been poorly prepared. The inclusions are poorly sorted in 

size and unevenly distributed through the matrix. These fabrics were found at the Bull Ring and 

were categorised as Fabrics cpj12, cpj13 and cpj14. Sherds of these wares were thin sectioned 

(Williams 2009). Similar gritty fabrics were found at Kings Norton. Cooking pots in these fabrics 

were almost certainly made locally and possibly at more than one place. The range and variability 

of the inclusions makes the fabrics difficult to categorise exactly. It is possible that Fabric cpj13 is a 

forerunner to the Fabric Deritendcpj cooking pots and the difference in the clay body  may simply 

be a result of better clay preparation but using the same clay source. A fourth fabric was also found 

at Weoley Castle and the Bull Ring. This was Fabric cpj02 Figure A1. 4   

 

Examples of the vessel forms associated with these fabrics are amply illustrated in Oswald and in 

the Bull Ring report. An unusual decorated form, either a bowl or a straight-sided cooking pot is  

shown  below (Figure A1.3). A second unusual vessel, possibly a curfew, is shown in Figure A1.2.   

 

   Figure A1.1: Fabric cpj12 cooking pot with incised wavy line decoration on the rim  

Accession: 2000A2.87.11 Provenance:  The Bakehouse (F3 Fl 1) 

Published code Weoley Fabric Source Location

WCFabric 01 WCFabric 01 not present Worcestershire Appendix 1

WCFabric 02 WCFabric 02 not present ? Appendix 1

WCFabric 03 WCFabric 03 not present ? Appendix 1

WCFabric 04 WCFabric 04 not present ? Appendix 1

cpj2 A cpj2 local Appendix 1

cpj12 cpj12 cpj12 local Appendix 1

cpj13 cpj13 cpj13 local Appendix 1

cpj14 cpj14 cpj14 local Appendix 1

Lyveden-Stannion A Lyveden-Stannion A not present Appendix 1

Bull Ring 

Fabric

Oundle Valley, 

Northamptonshire
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Figure A1.2: Fabric cpj13 possible curfew 

Accession:  2000A2.87.11   Provenance: Area B, Floor 2 (Area of the Stone Building) 

Figure A1.3: Fabric cpj14 cooking pot with circular impressions on rim 

Accession:2000A2.85.1  Provenance: WC 1961 A {F9} 
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Figure A1.4: Fabric cpj2 

Accession: 2000A2.16.44  Provenance: Timber Kitchen Floor 1 

 

 

A small number of different cooking pot fabrics were noted which could not be closely paralleled in 

the Birmingham Pottery Type Series. These have WC, for Weoley Castle,  prefixed to the fabric 

number. 

 

WCFabric 01 was a grey-black sandy ware with well sorted quartz grains c. 0.5mm and occasional 

rounded inclusions of brown iron oxide. The fabric belongs to the tradition of Worcester-type sandy 

cooking pot ware. The fabric was found in the sill beam trench in Trench 10.  It is probably one of 

the earliest fabrics from the site and is probably associated with the first occupation Figure A1.5.  

 

 

 

Figure A1.5 WCFabric 01 (Worcester-type sandy cooking pot) 

Accession:2000A2.87.3  Provenance: Trench 10 Beamslot 

 

WCFabric 02 was a slightly sandy brown-grey fabric, sometimes with a dark grey core but with 

brown or greyish surfaces. The inclusions are well sorted and consist of rare sub-rounded quartz 
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grains c. 0.25mm in a clean finely sandy micaceous matrix. Sherds in this fabric are recorded as 

coming from the Bottom Black Layer in Trench 12, theoretically an early layer, but also from the 

Moat to the north of the North Tower, where they must be residual. Figure A1.6 

 

 

 

 

Figure A1.6: WCFabric 02 

 

Accession: (sherds in Figure A1.6) Top row 2000A2.87.3; bottom row 2000A2.87.1  

Provenance: Top row, 'Bottom Black Layer' Trench 12; bottom row, North Tower North 

 

 

WCFabric 03 is also a potentially early fabric since it was found in the Sleeper Beam Trench in 

Trench 11.  The type sherds appear to be from a bowl with a flattened slightly expanded rim. The 

fabric is brown with a dark grey core. The clay body contains moderate amounts of unevenly 

distributed sub-rounded quartz grains c. 0.5-1.0mm, sparse rounded red-brown  iron oxide and very 

rare rounded mudstone up to 3.0mm  Figure A1.7.  

 

WCFabric 04 is predominantly reduced dark grey but has brown surfaces. This fabric may be later 

than the  fabrics described above.  The clay body contains  abundant, well-sorted quartz generally 
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Figure A1.7: WCFabric 03  

Accession: 2006.0141.13 Provenance  Timber Hall beamslot (TR 11 SBT) 

 

 <0.25mm with occasional grains c. 0.5mm. The fabric is similar to Warwickshire fabrics Sq20 and 

Sq20.2 but the iron oxide  in those fabrics is not apparent in the Weoley sherd.. The type sherd is 

probably from a dripping tray. Figure A1.8  

 

Figure A1.8: WCFabric 04 

Accession 2000A2.87.1: Provenance: WC PB Sq5 (3) 

 

Lyveden-Stannion Ware: One calcareous cooking pot fabric was noted (not illustrated). The fabric 

contained moderate-abundant shell and sparse red iron oxide.  Shelly wares are generally difficult to 

source but this seems to be an example of Lyveden-Stannion A ware from Northamptonshire. Only 

one example of this ware (WC70) was found in the pre-War material (accession numbers 

2000A2.20.41 and 2000A2.20.30). The ware dates to the 13th century. 

 


