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1. This details the results of an 

Construct Archaeology Limited at the 

Sutton. 

brief undertaken Pre-

Wallington, London of 

1.2 Three features of Saxon and medieval date were found cut into natural 

sands. The presence of a possible reworked layer of agricultural or agricultural soil 

was identified. Truncating these earlier features and deposit was a NS wall and NW

SE brick and tile drain, both dating to the late 18th and 19th centuries. 
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2.1 An brief was conducted Pre-Construct Ltd. 

on the site of the Wallington, London Borough of Sutton .. 

2.2 The watching brief was conducted on the 1 and 

2nd July 2004 and was commissioned Jeremy Taylor and 

was undertaken following the Method Statement 

2003 and on the 

The work 

2.3 The site was bounded to the north and east the Brandries and residential 

houses to the west and south (figure 1). It measured 16m NS by 1.4m EW and was 

centred on TO 2998 6511. 

2.4 Prior to the evaluation, the site had been used for parking., 

2.5 The site archive will be deposited at the London Archaeological Archive Research 

Centre under the site code GYB 03 

2.6 The watching brief was undertaken by Aidan Turner and Kathelen Sayer and the 

project managers were David Divers and Jim Leary. 

I Divers 2003 
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3.1 Mesolithic artefacts have been frequently recovered from the Wallington area, 

including a lithic assemblage from the Westcroft Sports and Leisure Centre2 and a 

Thames Pick from 25 Mint Road 3 

3.2 Late Neolithic pottery was recovered from isolated pits at Valley 

and from two ditches at Beddington sewage farm 4 

3.3 A Late Bronze Age enclosure has been identified at Orchard 

Hospital, Carshalton. 

Queen 

3.4 A possible Roman site is suggested from the number of residual finds found from the 

area. A Roman villa has been excavated south of Beddington Sewage Works. 

3.5 Saxon pottery has been recovered from several sites and a possible kiln has been 

found at 32 Burleigh Avenue. 

3.6 Although evidence for medieval occupation and buildings are known in the area, the 

landscape at this time was essentially agricultural. 

3.7 Westcroft Farm and Westcroft Cottage, located to the west of the site were in 

existence by the 1 ih century. 

2 Cotton and Hayes, 1980, p 15 

3 Barber and Birley, 1996 p 25 

4 Tucker, 1996 p 15 
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4.1 The site was recorded as a watching brief. 

4.2 An archaeologist was present to record archaeological remains revealed during the 

excavation of the foundations for a new development and a trench for a drainage 

(figure 2). 

4.3 All archaeological deposits were recorded to recognised standards outlined in the 

Method Statement 5 

5 Divers, 2003 p 3 

6 



Reproduced from Ordnance Survey 1 :25,000. Crown Copyright 1988. 
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Phase : Natural 

5.1.1 The underlying natural deposits consisted of uniform fine yellowish white 

typically recorded at a depth of c. O.4m below ground level. These natural sands were 

at least 1.0m thick. This was observed in both the foundation and trenches. 

5.1.2 Several features were recorded within the foundation trench cutting into the natural 

sands all filled by a 'clean' pale-mid grey silty sand with charcoal flecks. Some of 

these features are poorly defined and may represent the remnants of a single 

reworked layer of agricultural or horticultural soil. A similar layer [51] c O.20m thick 

was observed above the sand within the pipe trench. 

5.2 Phase 2: Saxon 

5.2.1 Two possible Early Saxon features [4] and [6] were recorded within the foundation 

trench. The first [4] a small pit recorded to be O.2m deep by over O.Sm wide/long (Fig 

3, section 1) produced one sherd of Early Saxon pottery. The second [6] (Fig 3. 

Section 2), also O.2m deep by O.OSm wide, produced a sherd of pottery probably 

dated to Early Saxon period, although a prehistoric date can not be ruled out. These 

features were seen in section only. 

5.3 Phase 3: Medieval 

5.3.1 A single sherd of Medieval pottery (1150-1350) was recovered from the fill [1] of a 

0.2m deep feature [2] which appeared to cut [4] (figure 3, Section 1). These features 

were seen in section only. 

5.4 Phase 4: Post-Medieval 

5.4.1 Cutting into the earlier features and/or soil horizon were late 1Sth and 19th century 

features, seemingly contemporary with a brick wall bounding the western perimeter of 

the site. These features consist of a N-S brick wall [10] and an NW-SE brick and tile 

drain [8] (Fig 2 & 3, Sections 1 and 2 respectively). Construction cuts for both features 

were filled with pale to mid grey silty sand with moderately frequent quantities of chalk 

and crushed red brick fragments. 
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5.4.2 Within the pipe trench a layer of made ground [52] c. O.50m thick was recorded 

overlying the sand ]. 
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6.1 The watching brief conducted at the Wallington, Surrey revealed the 

presence of Prehistoric, Early Saxon and medieval pottery. The Prehistoric material 

was also unstratified, presumably representing residual finds while the later material, 

may have been recovered from stratified features, although the similarity of fill and 

consistency of depth may suggest that these 'features' represent a reworked 

agricultural or horticultural soil. 

6.2 Late post-medieval structural remains and made ground also survived. 

6.3 The Early Saxon and Medieval finds recovered during the watching brief are of local 

significance, probably representing early settlement of the area. Although no further 

archaeological work is recommended on this site, these finds indicate Early Saxon 

and Medieval activity in the vicinity and therefore further archaeological investigation 

should be undertaken on other nearby sites. 
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Adkins, I. and S. 1985 New Research on a Late Bronze Age Enclosure at 

Queen Hospital, Carshalton, Surrey Archaeological Collections 76 11-50 

B. and Birley, 

Archaeologist 8 no.1 25 

1996 A Thames Pick from Mint 

Cotton, . and 1980 Finds from Westcroft 

1978, The past-our future (ed C. Orton) 13 -17 

Wallington. London 

Carshalton, 1971 and 

Divers, D. Method statement for an archaeological watching brief at the Brandries, 4 

Guy Road, Wallington, London Borough of Sutton. Unpublished PCA report. 
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8.1 Pre-Construct Archaeology Limited would like to thank Ltd for this 

project. Thanks also to Mark Stevenson at Heritage for his assistance. The 

authors would like to thank Baxter for the drawings and David Divers and Jim 

rtarnQlnr and editing. for project 
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Context Description Phase 
~-~'~~~~-~'--"--'---~"""'~---~-'--"--~"-"-'-'---"-,-"~.--... -....... .. _._ .... _ .... """' ..... ~. · __ ~_.m. __ ._~_~ _____ ·~~_. ___ ·_"~_ .. __ , ____ ._~. ___ 

Fill Fill of [2] 2 

2 Cut Cut of shallow pit 2 

3 Fill Fill of [4] 2 

4 Cut Cut of shallow 2 

5 Fill Fill of [6J 2 

6 Cut Cut of post hole 2 

7 Fill Fill of [17] 3 

8 Masonry i8/19th century drain 3 

9 Fill Silting up of drain [8J 3 

10 Masonry 18/19th century wall foundation 3 

11 Fill Fill of [12] 3 

12 Cut Construction cut for wall [10]? 3 

13 Void 

14 Void 

15 Layer Top soil 3 

16 Layer Natural sands 

17 Cut Construction cut for drain [8] 3 

18 Layer Fill of [19] 3 

19 Cut Large cut, possibly associated with demolition of 18th century 3 

structure 

20 Fill Fill of [21] 3 

21 Cut Cut of pit 3 

22 Fill Fill of [23] 3 

23 Cut Cut of possible 'v' shaped gully 3 

24 Fill Fill of [25] with possible evidence of fire debris 3 

25 Cut Cut of pit 3 

26 Fill Fill of [27] 3 

27 Cut Construction cut for 18th? Century structure 3 

28 Fill Fill of [29] 2? 

29 Cut Cut of pit 2? 

30 Fill Fill of[31] 2 

31 Cut Cut of stakehole 2 

32 Fill Fill of [33J 2 

33 Cut Cut of stakehole 2 

34 Fill Fill of [35] 2 
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35 Cut Cut of pit 2 

36 Fill Fill of [37] 2? 

37 Cut Possible animal burrow 2? 

38 Fill Fill of 2? 

39 Cut Cut 2? 

40 Fill Fill of 3 

41 Cut Cut of possible beam slot 3 

42 Fill Fill of [43] 3 

43 Cut Cut of possible beam slot 3 

44 Void 

45 Fill Fill of [46J 2 

46 Cut Cut of shallow feature 2 

47 Fill Fill of [48] 3 

48 Cut Cut of post hole 3 

49 Fill Fill of [50] 2 

50 Cut Cut of post hole 2 

51 Natural sands, Same as [16] 

52 Layer post-medieval made ground 3 
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A small-sized assemblage of pottery was recovered from the site (1) box. Most sherds are in 

a good condition, small in size, but indicating that they had not been subject to much 

redeposition, or were discarded soon after being broken. All individual contexts 

small (under 30 sherds) groups of pottery. 

All the pottery (18 sherds, of which 15 are unstratified) was examined macroscopically and 

microscopically using a binocular microscope (x20), and recorded in an ACCESS 2000 

database, by fabric, form, decoration, sherd count and estimated number of vessels, using 

standard Museum of London codes for fabric, form and decoration, but have been 

supplemented with Surrey fabric codes (Jones 1998) where an appropriate London code is 

missing. The pottery is discussed by fabric and forms, period and distribution. 

Prehistoric 

There are eight sherds of a prehistoric flint-tempered ware (FL), of a Late Bronze Age to Early 

Iron Age date. The forms represented are uncertain, but a base sherd is present. All this 

material was unstratified. 

Early Saxon 

There are eight sherds of a fine sandy ware with occasional flint tempering (ESFL) and the 

sherds are burnished. These sherds could be prehistoric in date, but are more likely to be 

Early Saxon. Seven of these sherds are unstratified. A single sherd of sandstone and flint

tempered ware (ESST + is present, this may be prehistoric but an Early Saxon date is 

more likely. 

Medieval 

A single sherd of medieval pottery is present in the Surrey grey-brown tradition (Surrey code: 

Q2) and is dated c.1150-1350. The sherd is wheel thrown with glaze drips. 

17 



Context [1] one sherd of Medieval 

wheel thrown vessel with glaze drips. 

rOIf._nrr""n ware, dated 1150-1350 AD and is a 

Context one sherd of Saxon flint-tempered ware, c.400-650 AD with an nvt.orn..,1 

burnished surface. 

Context one sherd of Saxon sandstone and flint-tempered ware c.400-650, but 

possibly prehistoric. 

The pottery assemblage from the site is only of local importance for showing the presence of 

Prehistoric, Saxon and limited medieval activity on the site. 

The pottery has the potential to date the contexts in which they were found. 

As the pottery was fragmentary and largely unstratified, no new research aims can be 

suggested. 

No further work is recommended on the pottery. 

Jones, P. 1998. Towards a type series of medieval pottery in Surrey. Surrey Archaeological 

Collections, 85, 211-38. 
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6.1 The watching brief conducted at the Wailington, revealed the 

presence of Prehistoric, Early Saxon and medieval pottery. The Prehistoric material 

was also unstratified, presumably representing residual finds while the later 

may have been recovered from stratified features, although the similarity of fill and 

consistency of depth may suggest that these 'features' represent a reworked 

agricultural or horticultural soil. 

6.2 Late post-medieval structural remains and made ground also survived. 

6.3 The Early Saxon and Medieval finds recovered during the watching brief are of local 

significance, probably representing early settlement of the area. Although no further 

archaeological work is recommended on this site, these finds indicate Early Saxon 

and Medieval activity in the vicinity and therefore further archaeological investigation 

should be undertaken on other nearby sites. 
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