
I L L U S T R A T I O N S OF M E D I E V A L M A N N E R S A N D COSTUME 
F R O M ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS. 

JOUSTS OF PEACE, TOURNAMENTS, AND JUDICIAL COMBATS. 

" H O W A M A N S C H A L L E BE A R M Y D A T H I S B S E W H E N H E 
S C H A L P I G H T E ON F O O T E . " 

THE chivalrous diversions of our forefathers, devised with 
admirable effect to sustain the ardour of military enterprise 
during the times of peace, appear to have been controlled by 
detailed and precise regulations. In an age when every man 
of gentle descent was liable on the first occasion to be called 
into active service in the field, it was most desirable that the 
sports of youth, and the brilliant passages of arms which 
formed the greatest delight of riper years, should be ren-
dered subservient to the maintenance not less of the disci-
pline, than of the practice, of actual warfare. 
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With a view to this object, doubtless, were the formal 
instructions prescribed, which directed with minute precision 
the entire ceremonial of the tourney, or the battle within lists. 
The period when defined rules for observances on such occa-
sions were first enacted, has not been ascertained, and none 
of those which have been preserved are more ancient than 
the fifteenth century. The documents now submitted to the 
readers of the Journal, are of that period. 

The curious ordinance, relating to those favourite diversions 
of former days, termed " Justis of pees," hastiludia pacifica, 
or joutes a plaisance, as distinguished from the deadly con-
flicts, called by Froissart, joustes mortelles et a champ, has 
more than once been brought before the notice of archaeolo-
gists. The rare or costly publications, however, in which 
these and other remarkable illustrations of ancient manners, 
of the warlike practices, and military costume of our fore-
fathers, have been given, are not accessible to all readers. A 
transcript, of earlier date than the MS. from which copies of 
these documents have been supplied, has most liberally been 
placed at our disposal by the courtesy of the Lord Hastings, 
and it is scarcely requisite to offer any apology for again 
bringing forward evidences of this authentic and interesting 
nature, in order to give publicity to a text more ancient than 
that heretofore known. 

The valuable volume of collections, now preserved at 
Melton Constable, from which the following extracts have 
been derived, is in no slight degree curious, as presenting an 
assemblage of the popular subjects which composed the hand-
book of the English gentleman, in the reign of Henry YI. 
With ordinances of chivalry are found therein numerous 
entries on matters of domestic economy, tables of weights 
and measures, a ready reckoner and perpetual almanac, re-
lations of the ceremonial observed at the coronation of Henry 
YI., the version of the Art of War by Vegetius, (written by 
order of Sir Thomas of Berkeley, and completed in 1408,) a 
poem upon Alexander the Great, the Epistle of the Goddess 
Othea to Hector, (both translated from the French,) and other 
curious treatises. Escutcheons of the bearing of Astley, 
quartering that of Harcourt, with a label of three files, 
ermines, (?) appear repeatedly on the pages of the MS., and 
the following coat occurs on one leaf: sable, two lions rampant 
confrontes, or. Upon the stamped binding, of the earlier 
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part of the seventeenth century, appears the motto, ICH DIEN, 
with a circle of rays surrounding a central compartment, now 
vacant, in which was displayed, probably, the triple plume of 
the Prince of Wales. This device would give rise to a con-
jecture that this precious volume had passed into the posses-
sion of the gallant Prince Henry, son of James I.a At some 
future occasion we hope to offer to our readers a more de-
tailed description of this curious MS., and of the interesting 
limnings which illustrate its contents. 

The volume commences with instructions regarding equip-
ment for the jousts of peace, illustrated by a large and very 
curious illumination, representing two knights in the presence 
of a princess of France, running at the barriers, and in the 
act of shivering their strong lances, tipped with three pointed 
coronals. One of them bears the cross of St. George upon 
his shield, and his crest is very singular, three damsels en-
closed in a basket. The other knight bears a plain blue 
shield, and his crest is a harpy, ducally crowned and gorged. 
The following document was given by the late Mr. Douce, in 
the Archseologia, from a volume which once belonged to Sir 
John Paston, in the reign of Edward IV., now preserved 
amongst the Lansdowne MSS. in the British Museumb. 

7 Abilment for the Justus of the pees. 
A helme welle stuffyd, with a Crest of hys de-vijs. 
A peyre of platus, and xxx Gyders. 
A hauscementc for the Bode, with slevis. 
A botton, with a tresse in the platis. 
A schelde coverid, with his devijs. 
A Rerebraced, with a rolle of ledyr well stuffid. 
A Maynfere, withe a ring. 
A rerebrasce, a moton. 
A vambrase, and a gaynpayne and ij briekettus. 
And ij dosyn tressis, and vj vamplatus. 
And xij Graperse, and xij Cornallis, and xl Speris. 
And a Armerer with a hamor and pynsons. 

• Upon the fly-leaf are scribbled the 
following memorials, possibly of ancient 
possessors of the book. Thomas fytz-
hugh port azur, a fesse inter 3 bucketes 
sable, hooped or.—Bryan Tur.stalle—Tho-
mas Tunstalle—Dieu Garde page. And 
the distich, 

Qui a aultrui fait ce qui] ne doit 
Ce lui aduient quil ne vouldroit. R. P. 
b Lansd. MS. No. 285. f. 10. Archied. 

vol. xvii. p. 291. It is also copied by Sir 
Samuel Meyrick, in his Critical Enquiry, 
vol. ii. p. 188. (p. 154. edit. 1834.) 

c Haustement, Lansd. MS. Compare 
" Haulse, the underlaying of a shooe." 
Cotgrave. 

d Rerebrake, Lansd. MS. 
e xii. Grapers, explained by Sir Samuel 

Meyrick as denoting holders for the gripe. 
See note q infra. 
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And naylys, with a byckornef. 
f̂ A Goode Cowrscer, and row schode®, with a softe bytte. 

And a gret halter for the rayne of the brydylle. 
A Sadylle welle stuffud. 
And a peyre of Jambus. 
And iij dowbylle Gyrthis, with dowbille bokollus. 
And a dowbille sengulle, with dowbille bokullus. 
And a rayne of ledir hungreh teyyd from the horse hede un-to the 

gyrthys, be-twen the forther bowse of the horsce, for renassyng. 
A Rennyng1 paytrelle. 
A Cropere of leder hongre. 
A Trappar for the Courser. 
And ij servantis on horsebake, welle be-sayne. 
And vj servantis on fote, alle in a sute. 

It is not my intention to offer here any remarks upon the 
curious subject of justs, their introduction, probably from 
France, or other details in connection with these chivalrous 
exhibitions, which have been ably illustrated by the late Mr. 
Douce, Sir Samuel Meyrick, and other writers. 

At the period when these instructions were compiled, in 
the earlier part of the fifteenth century, armour of mail had 
become almost entirely superseded by plate, a change which 
had commenced as early as the reign of Edward III. At that 
period the legs and arms were first protected by rerebraces 
and vambraces, cuisses and greaves; to which the globular 
breast-plate, or plastron, was soon added, and this, with the 
"rere-doss," or back-plate, formed the "pair of plates 
large," as designated by Chaucer. The pair of plates, by 
which the use of an habergeon was rendered unnecessary, is 
mentioned as early as 1330, amongst the armour of Roger, 
earl of March, taken in Nottingham castle\ It is very doubt-

f Biscornuta or biscorne, was a weapon obscure: Mr. Douce supposed " b o u s e " 
having a head formed with a beak, or horn, to be a boss on the horse's gear, and Sir 
in either direction, as shewn in the figure S. Meyrick explains " renasshyng" as 
of Bishop Wivill's champion, on the sepul- " curbing or acting as a martingale." The 
chral brass of that prelate at Salisbury. word may possibly be read " revassyng." 
(Carter's Sculpture and Painting, pi. 97.) ' Here a second hand has interpolated 
Byckorne here denotes an armourer's tool the word " f o r . " 
for riveting, a beak-iron. " A hamer, j . k " U n peire de plates couvertz d'un 
bequerne, j . payr of pynsons."—Inventory drap d'or; une peire des plates covertz de 
of goods delivered from the Tower, 33 rouge samyt; vj. corsetz de feer," &c.— 
Hen. VI . Archaeol., vol. xvi. p. 126. Invent, of Exch., vol. iii. p. 165. The 
"Smal l bickernes" are named amongst petition also of James Douglas to be 
armourers' tools in the Survey of the allowed to procure armour from London 
Tower of London, 1660. for a wager of battle, A.D. 1367, mentions 

e Rough shod: "new shodd," Lansd. " u n u m par de platis, j . haubergeonem," 
MS. &c.—Rymer, t. vi. 41 Edw. I I I . 

b Leather of Hungary. This passage is 
VOL. IT . Η h 
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ful what were the " gyders," of which thirty were required for 
the jouster's equipment. Mr. Douce offers no explanation, 
and Sir Samuel Meyrick supposes them to have been iden-
tical with " vuiders, straps to draw together the open parts." 
Vuiders, however, appear to have been either gussets of mail, 
or overlapping plates, serving to fill up the spaces, or vuides, 
either at the elbow, or the knee-joints. They are thus men-
tioned in the curious romance of Clariodes, where the knights 
are described as putting on, " after their desire, sabatyns, 
greves, cusses with voyders:" and again, in the following 
lines, 

" And on his arms, rynged not to wyde, 
There were voyders fretted in the mayle, 
With cordes rounde, and of fresh entayle1." 

Johan Hill, armourer to Henry IV., in his treatise, included 
in the valuable illustrations of ancient state and chivalry, for 
which we are indebted to the editorial care of Mr. Black, 
says, " first behoveth sabatouns, greevis and cloose qwysseux, 
with voydours of plate or of mayle," &c.; " a paire of vaunt-
brace cloos, with voydours of mayle y fretted"1." In the in-
ventory of articles delivered out of the Tower, dated 33 Hen. 
IV. (1454-5), are enumerated habergeons of Meleyn, probably 
Milanese, of which three had been " broken to make slewys of 
Woyders and ye'sn." 

The jouster wore under his plates a " hauscement," or 
doublet with sleeves, serving, like stays, to support the body. 
To the plates were affixed a button and clasp, termed by 
Johan Hill, a forlocke, to which the helm was fastened, so that 
a blow would not easily dislodge it from his head. The shield 
was perhaps considered a sufficient defence for the left arm, 
and accordingly complete armour appears to have been pro-
vided for the right arm alone. There is, indeed, much obscu-
rity in the item, " a Rerebrace, with a rolle of ledyr well 
stuffid," which, as Sir Samuel Meyrick remarks, the reading of 
the Lansd. MS. being rerebrake, " seems to refer to a part of 
the horse-furniture, and probably to a guard fixed on the 
crupper, to break the fall of the rider when thrust out of his 
saddle0." If, however, the " rerebrace," first mentioned in 

1 See extract quoted by Sir Walter 
Scott, notes to Sir Tristrem, fytte 1. 

111 Illustrations of ancient State, &c. from 
MSS. preserved in the Ashmolean Mu-
seum ; presented to the Roxburghe Club 

by Benjamin Barnard, Esq. 1840, p. 5. 
n Archeeol., vol. xvi. p. 125. 
0 Critical Enquiry, vol. ii. p. 155, edit. 

1834. Sir Samuel has conjectured (ibid., 
p. 137) that the round ball, first seen on 
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the foregoing enumeration, should be considered as armour 
for the upper joint of the left arm, in this instance provided 
with a leathern pad or torse, possibly, for the more convenient 
support of the shield, a question may occur in regard to the 
nature of the object, designated in the ensuing item, as " a 
Maynfere withe a ring." Mr. Douce gives the following 
interpretation, adopted likewise by Sir Samuel,—" armour 
for the horse's neck." I have sought in vain for any mention 
of the word in the old dictionaries : it occurs in the curious 
recital by the chronicler, Hall, of the array for a tournament 
at Oxford, 1 Henry IV. " Some," he says, " had the main-
ferres, the close gantlettes, the guissettes, the flancardes, 
droped and gutted with red, and other had them spekcled 
with grene." The terms used by Hall, are, for the most 
part, those used in his own times, and with which he was 
most familiar. 

May not the " maynfere" provided for the juster have 
been a fingered gauntlet, or main de fer, for the bridle arm, 
furnished with a ring, through which, possibly, the " gret 
halter for the rayne of the brydylle" might be passed5 ? To 
this item thus explained naturally succeed defences for the 
right arm, which was more exposed, and required the pro-
tection of a rerebrace, with the singular kind of small shoulder 
shield, termed, according to Sir Samuel, the moton, serving to 
protect the arm-pit, and a vambrace. 

In this curious enumeration of requisites for the complete 
equipment of the jouster several other obscure and curious 
terms occur, for a more full explanation of which I must refer 
those who are interested in the details of military costume to 
the learned authorities already cited. 

The ordinances for the proclamation of a joust, and the eti-
quette and customs to be observed, then follow. 

Tf To crie a Justus of Pees, 
f̂ W e herrowdys of Armis, beryng scheldis of devijs, here we yeve in 

the great seal of Edward IV. and frequently 
to be noticed in designs of the times of 
Henry V I I . and Henry VIII . , such as the 
tournament roll of 2 Hen. VII I . , may be 
the rerebrake, destined to assist the knight 
in recovering his seat. It often has the 
form of a large globular bell, or grelot, 
apparently ill suited for such a purpose. 
See the representation of a henchman 
leading a horse, from the roll above-men-
tioned, in Mr. Shaw's beautiful Dresses 

and Decorations. 
p " Mano di ferro, an iron gauntlet" Flo-

rio, Ital. Diet. In Latin, manica ferrea. 
" Mainefaires, russet, white," are enume-
rated with pass-guards, vamplates, white 
short gauntlets, and body armour, in the 
Survey of the Tower, 1660. The term does 
not occurin the descriptions of horse armour 
in the same document.—Crit. Enqu., vol. 
iii. p. 107. 
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knowlache un-to alle Gentille men of name and of armus, That ther ben vj 
Gentilmen of name and of armus, that for the gret desire and worschippe 
that the sayde. vj. Gentilmen hath taken up-pon them to be the .iij. day of 
May nex comyng, be-fore the hy and myghtty redowttyd ladys and Gen-
tylle wymmen, in thys hey and most honorabulle Court. And in thayre 
presens the sayde .vj. Gentilmen there to a-pere at .ix. of the belle, be-fore 
noone, and to Juste a-yens alle comers with-oute, on the sayd day, un-to 
vj. of the belle at after noon. 

And then, be the a-vise of the sayde ladys and Gentille wymmen, to yeue 
un-to the best Juster with-oute A Diamunde of .xl. li. 

And un-to the nexte the best Juster a rube of .xx. li. 
And un-to the thyrde welle Juster a sauffer of ,x. li. And on the sayde 

day, there beyng offecers of armis schuyng thayre mesure of thayre speris 
garnyst, That ys, Cornalle, wamplate, and grapersi, alle of a syse, that they 
schalle Juste with, and that the sayde Comers may take the lengthe of the 
sayde speris, with the a-vise of the sayde ofFecers of armys, that schalle be 
in-defferant un-to alle parteys on the sayde day. 

The comyng in-to the felde. 
The .vj. Gentilmen most com in-to the felde vn-helmydr, and theyre 

helmus borne be-fore tham, and thayre servantis on horsbake, beryng 
eyther of tham a spere garniste, that is the sayde .vj. speris, the wheche the 
sayde servantis schalle ride be-fore them in-to the felde. And as the sayde 
.vj. Gentilmen ben com be-fore the ladyys'and Gentilwimmen, Then schalle 
be sent an harawde of armus up un-to the ladys and Gentille wimmen, 
sayyng in this wise. Hey and myghtti, redowtyd and ryghte worschypfulle 
ladys and Gentylwymmen, these .vj. Gentille men ben come in-to yowre 
presens, and recommaundit ham alle un-to yowr goode grace, in as lowli 
wyse as they can, be-sechyng yow for to gyffe un-to .iij., the best Justers 
with-owte, a Diamownd, and a Rube, and a sauffer, un-to them that ye 
thenk best can deserve hit. 

Thenne this message is doon: then the .vj. Gentille men goythe un-to 
the tellws8, and do on theyr helmus. And when the hariawdis cri, a lostelle, 
a lostelle, then schalle alle the .vj. Gentille men with-in un-helme them be-
fore the sayde ladyys, and make theyre a-beisans, and go hom un-to ther 
loggyngus, and chaunge them. 

Now be com the Gentylle men withe-oute in-to the presens 
of the ladyys. 

Then comyth forthe a lady, be the a-vise of alle the ladijs and Gentille 
wymmen, and yevis the Dyamund un-to the beste Juster with-oute, sayyng 
in this wise, sere, these ladijs and Gentille wymmen thank yow for yowre 

' " Rampicone, a graper, or a claspe of 
iron."—W. Thomas, Ital. Grammar, 1548. 

1 Unhernsyd.—Lansd. MS. 
s "Tilt-house?" Douce, and Meyrick. 

Prohahly a kind of shed or stall, for the 
convenience of the combatants, such as is 
seen in the woodcut here given: it may 
have been so called from its having 

consisted chiefly of a sloping roof, in old 
French, teil, or taulisse, the sides being 
closed by curtains or blinds. It seems 
to have served the same purpose as the 
"chayer" in Johan Hill's curious treatise, 
to which the combatant retired, to " cover 
hym and his counsaille whanne he is com-
men into the feelde." 
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dysport and yowre gret labur, that ye have this day in thayre presens; and 
the sayde ladijs and Gentylle wymmen sayyn that ye have beste Just this 
day; therefore the sayde ladys and Gentylle wymmen gyff yow this Dia-
munde, and sende yow myehe worschyp and joye of yowre lady Thus 
schalle be doon with the Rube and the Sauffer, un-to the other .ij. nex the 
best Justers: this don. 

Then schalle the harraude of armus stonde up alle on hey, and schalle 
sey withe a hey voyce, Johne hathe welle Justyd, Rycharde hathe Justyd 
better, and Thomas hathe Justyd best of alle. 

Then schalle he, that the Diamonde ys gyf un-to, he schalle take a 
lady by the honde, and be-gynnythe the daunce : and when the ladijs hathe 
dauncyd as longe as hem lykythe, then spicys and wyne and drynke. And 
than a-voyde. 

The just, thus held in the presence of courtly dames, 
appears to have been the least perilous of the chivalrous 
sports of this nature, in which our forefathers took so great 
delight; although, doubtless, many, like Syr Perceval, were 
victims of the untoward accidents in such rude encounter. 
The skill of the combatant mainly consisted in keeping his 
saddle, in spite of the rude shock to which he was exposed 
from the heavy spear of his opponent; the danger was, indeed, 
diminished by the substitution of a coronel, or, as Hall the 
chronicler terms it, a cronet, in place of a sharp point'. This 
however, formed with several blunt points, and resembling in 
some degree a little crown, whence the name is supposed to 
have been derived, must have fallen with a force difficult to be 
resisted, even with the greatest assistance afforded to the 
jouster by a saddle formed expressly for the purpose with 
immoderately high arsons, and projections on either side of 
the thigh. Every precaution was moreover taken by strict 
rules against all unfair advantages on these occasions, such 
as the Ordinance enacted by the constable of England, John, 
earl of Worcester, by command of Edward IV., a document 
full of curious information in regard to the subject under con-
sideration11. 

* One of the earliest and most interest-
ing illustrations of the use of the coronel 
is supplied by the beautiful sculptured 
casket of ivory, in the possession of Seth 
W . Stevenson, Esq., F.S.A., of Norwich, 
exhibited, by his kind permission, at the 
late annual meeting of the Institute. It is 
seen also on a curious ivory casket at 
Goodrich Court, given in Skelton's Illus-
trations, vol. i. pi. xi. The coronel is well 
shewn in the illumination, representing a 

joust, in Ashmolean MS. 764, engraved 
in the Illustrations of State and Chivalry, 
before cited, and incorrectly in Dallaway's 
Heraldry in England, p. 77. It appears 
also in the drawings in Rous's Roll of the 
Achievements of Richard Beauchamp, 
Cott. MS. Julius, Ε. IV. Strutt's Horda, 
vol. ii. pi. xi., xxxvi. See also the Jousters 
in the Triumph of Maximilian, plates 45— 
48. 

u Strutt has given this in the Horda, 
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In a later part of the valuable MS. for which we are in-
debted to Lord Hastings, another document is found, of the 
same nature as that which has been submitted to our readers, 
and not less deserving of attention. This likewise has been 
repeatedly printedx, but the transcript preserved in the Astley 
book is more ancient than the copy in a MS. in the British 
Museum, communicated to the Archseologia by Mr. Douce; 
well known, as having supplied to Sir Samuel Meyrick the 
text of a most instructive and interesting treatise regarding 
military costume, which has afforded valuable aid to anti-
quaries throughout Europe in this obscure subject of re-
search3'. 

How a man schalle be armyd at his ese, when he schal fighte on foote. 
He schal have noo schurte up-on him, but a dowbelet of Fustean lynyd 

with satene, cutte fulle of hoolis: the dowbelet muste be strongeli bounden 
there the poyntis muste be sette aboute the greet of the arme, and the 
b(e)ste before and behynde; and the gussetis of mayle muste be sowid un-
to the dowbelet in the bought of the arme, and undir the arme : the armynge 
poyntis muste be made of fyne twyne, suche as men make stryngis for 
crossebowes, and they muste be trussid smalle, and poyntid as poyntis. 
Also they muste be wexid with cordeweneris coodez, and than they wolle 
neythir recchea nor breke. Also a payre hosyne of stamyn sengille, and a 
peyre of shorte bulwerkis of thynne blanket, to put aboute his kneys, for 
chawfynge of his lighernesb. Also a payre of shone of thikke cordewene, 
and they muste be frette with smal whipcorde, thre knottis up-on a corde; 
and thre coordis muste be faste sowid un-to the hele of the shoo, and fyve c 

cordis in the myddille of the soole of the same shoo; and that ther be be-
twene the frettis of the heele and the frettis of the myddille of the shoo the 
space of thre fyngris. 

To arme a man. 
Firste, ye muste sette on Sabatones, and tye hem up-on the shoo with 

smale poyntis that wol breke. And then griffus, and then quisses, and 
then the breche of mayle. And then touletis. And then brest. And then 
vambras. And then rerebras. And then glovys. And then hange his 

vol. iii. p. 126, from Harl. MS. 1776 ; and 
Sir Samuel Meyrick gives the same docu-
ment, with large additions, from a MS. in 
the College of Arms ; Critical Enqu., vol. 
ii. p. 147. 

x Mr. Douce's text is taken from Lansd. 
MS. 285. Archaeol., vol. xvii. p. 295. 

y Remarks on the ancient mode of put-
ting on Armour, Archasol., vol. xx. p. 496. 
Crit. Enqu., vol. ii. p. 157. 

a Cordeners wex, Lansd. MS. " Code, 
sowterys wex, ceresina."—Prompt. Parv. 
" Spaynisch code" is one of numerous in-

gredients to he used in making a good 
"entreet" or salve.—Sloane MS. 100, f. 
17. " Thus commune, Angl. Code."— 
Sloane MS. 5. 

» " Rechynne,as lethyr, dilato, extendo." 
—Prompt. Parv. " I ratche, I strecche 
out a length. I f it be to shorte, ratche it 
out."—Palsgrave, Eclairc. de la langue 
Francoyse. 

b Leg harneis, Lansd. MS, 
0 Fyve? Douce prints this word " fyne," 

from Lansd. MS. 
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daggere upon his right side. And then his shorte svverde upon the lyfte 
side, in a rounde rynge, alle nakid, to pulle it oute lightli. And then putte 
his cote upon his bak. And then his basinet pynnid up-on two greet staplis 
before the breste with a dowbille bokille behynde up-on the bak, for to make 
the basinet sitte juste. And then his longe swerde in his hande. And then 
his pensille in his hande, peyntid of seynt George, or of oure lady, to blesse 
him with as he gooth towarde the felde, and in the felde. 

The day that the Pelauntd and the defendaunt shalle fighte, what they 
shal have with hem in-to the felde. 

A tente muste be pight in the felde. 
Also, a cheyre. 
Also, a basyne. 
Also, .vj. loves of bread. 
Also, .ij. galones of wyne. 
Also, a messe of mete, flesshe, or fisshe. 
Also, a horde, and a peyre trestelis, to sette his mete and drynke on. 
Also, a horde clothe. 
Also, a knyf for to kutte his mete. 
Also, a cuppe to drynke of. 
Also, a glas with a drynke made. 
Also, a dosen tresses of armynge poyntis. 
Also, an hamyr, and pynsones, and a bicorne. 
Also, smale nayles, a dosene. 
Also, a longe swerde, shorte swerde, and dagger. 
Also, a kerchif to hele the viser of his basinet. 
Also, a penselle to bere in his hande, of his avowrye e. 

Sir Samuel Meyrick has left little to be said by way of com-
ment on these curious documents, in addition to his detailed 
and instructive remarks already cited, and to which those who 
may be interested in such researches are referred for a satis-
factory explanation. He has given also an illustrative plate, 
in which all the portions of armour, and the arms above enu-
merated, are clearly displayed. The obscurities of this ancient 
ordinance may be elucidated by the examination of a curious 
illuminated drawing in the Astley MS., of which a representa-
tion is offered to our readers. The combatant here appears 
standing under a lodge, or open building, in the very act of 

d Appellant. 
" " Avouerie: espece de bail ou tutelle, 

fonction et charge d'avou6, protection, &c.; 
en bas. lat. advocaria."—Roquefort. In 
the manner of burying great persons, in 
ancient times, it is directed to provide 
banners of the Trinity, our Lady, St. 
George, " a baner of the saynt that was 
his advoure, and a baner of his armes."— 

Cott. MS. Julius, B. 12. In the account 
of the funeral procession of Henry VII . it 
is related that four banners were carried, 
which were the king's "avowries," being 
of the Trinity, our Lady, St. George, and 
a fourth, not described.—Hark MS. 3501. 
" A v o w e " signifies the patron saint of a 
craft or company. —Blomef. Hist, of Norw., 
vol. ii. p. 97. 
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being armed for the single combat on foot. His attendant 
kneels on one side, and is engaged apparently in tying an 
arming point, serving to fasten the "breche of mail" to his 
fustian doublet. The precise fashion of the "gussetis of 
mayle" is shewn; they are sewn on to the doublet in the bend, 
or " bought of the arme, and undir the arme," for the protec-
tion of the elbow joints and the arm-pits. The sabatons of 
steel are upon his feet, and his legs are already protected by 
" griffus," and " quisses," greaves, cuisses, and genouillieres. 
At his side is the " borde and a peyre trestelis," the convenient 
moveable table, which, even in the convivial halls of our fore-
fathers in the fifteenth century, was more commonly found 
than the fixed table on a frame, or " table dormant," such as 
we now use. Upon this board are displayed the visored 
basinet, and the "brest," formed with a demi-placcate, to give 
additional strength, and possibly, pliability to the lower part. 
To the breast-plate is attached a skirt of five narrow plates, 
termed taces, to which most frequently, but not invariably at 
this period, were appended small overlapping plates, termed 
tuilles, or tuillettes, (" touletis,") from their resemblance to 
tilesf. With these principal parts of the suit are seen the 
pauldrons, formed of numerous narrow overlapping plates, the 
rerebraces, vambraces, and coutes, or coudieres, with large 
wings, as they were termed, (the complete armour for each arm 
being fastened together, forming one piece,) and the gauntlets, 
which are not divided into fingers. To the left pauldron is 
attached a large hexagonal plate, of elegant fashion, (? the 
moton) with incurved edges and a central knob; this was de-
vised as an additional protection to the arm-pit. Some defence 
of this kind, varying much in form, had been in use from the 
earliest introduction of plate armour: in the form of a roundel 
it appears frequently during the fourteenth century, and it was 
even worn with the singular ailettes of the times of Edward II. 
Subsequently, it assumed the form of an escutcheon, or that 
of an oblong shell. The late Mr. Kerrich adopted the desig-
nation of emerase, or gonfanon», as applicable to this piece of 
armour, but I am inclined to think that, if not the moton, they 
may be the objects termed brasers, bracheres, or bratheris, thus 
described in the directions, "How a knyth sulde be armyt and 

' Compare the representation of the hrigg, Geffrey Fransham, (Cotman,) and 
single combat between Earl Richard and other memorials. 
Sir Pandolf, Strutt's Horda, vol.ii. pl.xx. j s Addit. MS. in Brit. Mus. 6732, f. 97. 
the sepulchral brasses of Sir Simon Fel-
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tournay. Item, bracheres knet to the schuldres of the cuyrie," 
or leathern cuirass11. They were not to be worn by the esquire. 
The ancient French text of this very curious document gives 
" bracelets' as the original term. The armour in the illu-
mination which has been described, is of polished steel, for-
merly designated as white armour, and the margin of each 
plate is gilded, a decoration frequently used in the times of 
Henry V., and, probably, during the reign of his predeces-
sor. Lastly, must be mentioned 
the two long-handled weapons ("r 

which appear behind the board 
on trestles, and rest against the 
wall of the lodge in which the 
combatant is standing. One of 
these is the military axe, or 
hache d'armes, a very favour-
ite weapon in single combats 
during the fifteenth century, 
and one which in times of war 
was frequently carried by the 
leader, or by captains of bands. 
It has been already brought 
under the notice of our readers 
in the curious subject from 
Rous's Beauchamp Roll, repre-
senting the memorable fight 
performed by Earl Richard at 
Verona1. By the kindness of 
the Hon. Richard Neville, I 
am enabled to give a repre-
sentation of a curious speci-
men of this rare weapon, re-
cently purchased by him from 
the old collections at Debden 
Hall, Essex, the seat of Sir 
Francis Vincent, Bart. It is of 
somewhat later date than the 
Astley MS., and may be attri-

h Harl. MS. 6149, f. 46. It is printed 
in Archsol . , vol. xx. p. 510,and Meyrick's 
Crit. Enqu., vol. i. p. 133. 

' See Archaeological Journal, vol. i. p. 
V O L . I V . I 

287. It forms one of the embellishments 
of Mr. Shaw's choice work on " Dresses 
and Decorations." See also Strutt's 
Horda, vol. ii. pi. iv. fig. 6. p. 44. 
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buted to the early part of the sixteenth century; it has on one 
side a strong maul, cut into four blunt teeth in place of the 
axe-blade, a fashion of no uncommon occurrence at an earlier 
periodk. A round projecting plate, called the burr, serving as 
a protection to the left hand of the combatant, and impeding 
its slipping down too close upon the head of the hache, may 
usually be seen, and sometimes a second ring is to be distin-
guished, intended to keep the right hand in its proper position, 
towards the lower extremity of the handle. The military axe 
is very rarely to be found in armouries; there is an early 
specimen at Warwick castle, in the porter's lodge, but de-
prived of its long handle; and another remarkable weapon of 
this kind is preserved in the Musee de l'Artillerie at Paris. 
It is of very beautiful workmanship ; the burr is in the form 
of a large English rose, and it has been supposed to have be-
longed to Edward IY. More probably it was a weapon used 
by Henry VIII., who delighted in single combats and pas-
sages of arms, and it is possible that it might have been used 
by him in some memorable contest in one of the gorgeous 
celebrations which occurred during his visits to France. 

With the axe may be seen in the drawing in Lord Has-
tings' MS., another long-handled weapon, with a double-
edged blade like a large spear, and a burr immediately 
beneath the blade. Possibly this may be intended to repre-
sent the weapon termed in the French text of the Ordi-
nance of Thomas of Woodstock, concerning single combats, a 
" (jleyve," as one of the weapons assigned by the court, and in 
the English version " spere," or " glave." The glaive, how-
ever, was properly a weapon of a different form to that here 
represented; it had one cutting edge only, like a large knife. 

Amongst those whose valiant deeds in single combat have 
been most honourably mentioned in ancient chronicles and 
romances, as 

" doughty of dede, 
A styffe body one a stede, 

Wapynes to welde," 

there is none perhaps more renowned than the gallant knight, 
ancestor of the noble possessor of the MS. from which these 

k The head of this curious axe is formed 
of iron partly coated with brass. The 
handle is ornamented with fleurs-de-lys, 
and a rose and fleur-de-lys appear just 
beneath the head, with kneeling boys as 

supporters, and surmounted by a mitre. 
There were large acorns at the end of the 
handle, serving, like the burr, to keep the 
hand m proper position. 



MEDIEVAL MANNERS AND COSTUME. 2 3 9 

interesting documents have been supplied. I hope, by the 
same obliging permission, which has enabled me to bring 
them before the readers of the Journal, to draw from this 
source further illustrations of the manners and enterprise of 
the chivalrous times of Henry VI., especially as displayed in 
the feats of arms of Sir John de Astley. ALBERT W A Y . 

NOTICES OF ANCIENT ORNAMENTS AND 
APPLIANCES OF SACRED USE. 

THE SUPER-ALTAR, ALTARE VIATICUM, ITINERARIUM, PORTATILE, 
GESTATORIUM, LEVATICUM, PARATUM, OR TABULA ITINERARIA. 

F R O M an ancient period it appears to have been customary 
in the Christian Church to appropriate, for the solemn service 
of the Eucharist, a tablet or portable substitute for the fixed 
altar, to be used as convenience might require. Some litur-
gical writers have considered that the origin of this practice 
may be traced only to the eighth century, but it is highly 
probable, as Dom Martene has remarked, that it existed even 
in the early ages of the Church. As soon as the primitive 
simplicity of Christian faith had given place to the feeling by 
which matters of external observance became regarded as of 
essential importance, perhaps even before temples were devoted 
to Christian worship, although it had become customary to set 
apart certain suitable vessels for the most solemn of Christian 
rites, the notion arose probably that the consecration of the 
elements upon tables of ordinary and profane use might be 
inconsistent with the reverence due to so sacred a service. 
Hence, doubtless, even in the early times of dispersion and 
persecution, and whenever access to a consecrated church was 
impracticable, the custom originated to which must be traced 
the use of the super-altare in thê  Latin, as also of the 
αντιμίνσιον, in the eastern Church. 

There can be no question that this attention to due solemnity 
in the celebration of this holy Sacrament was also observed, so 
far as circumstances permitted, by the zealous advocates of the 
faith through whose mission into heathen lands, the knowledge 




