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remarkable state of preservation, this curious engraving sur-
passes all examples hitherto found in England, and its early 
date gives it more than ordinary interest. The statement of 
Leland, moreover, regarding the house of Franciscan friars 
at Boston, would lead us to suppose that " Wisselus, dictus 
Smalenburgh," may have been one of the founders of that 
institution. He says, " Mr. Paynel, a gentilman of Boston, 
told me that syns that Boston of old tyme at the great famose 
fair there kept was brent, that scant syns it ever cam to the 
old Glory and Riches that it had: yet sins hath it beene 
many fold richer then it is now. The Staple and the Stiliard 
Houses yet there remayne ; but the Stiliard is litle or nothing 
at alle occupied. There were iiij Colleges of Freres. Mar-
chauntes of the Stiliard cumming by all partes by Est were 
wont greatly to haunt Boston, and the Gray Freres toke 
them yn a maner for Founders of their House, and many 
Esterlings were buried there." 8 

ALBERT WAY. 
8 Leland, Itin., vol. vi., fol. 59. Stow says it was founded by John le Pytehede. 

DISCOVERY OF ANCIENT ORNAMENTS A T LARGO, FIFESHIRE. 

IN the Notice of the valuable deposit found in a tumulus at Largo (Journal, 
vol. vi., p. 259), allusion was made to a tradition of treasure there concealed. 
Some persons, however, had questioned the fact of such popular belief, prior to 
the discovery. Mr. Dundas has referred us to the curious account of such a 
tradition, connected with the locality, and the existence of which, long before the 
discovery at Nome's Law, is undeniable. The singular story may be found in 
the interesting collection, " Popular Rhymes of Scotland," edited by Robert 
Chambers. It is believed by the peasantry living near Largo Law, the mountain 
adjoining to the spot in question, that a rich mine of gold is therein concealed. 
A spectre once appeared there, supposed to be the genius of the mine, who, being 
accosted by a neighbouring shepherd, promised to tell him at a certain time, and 
on certain conditions, where the " gowd mine is in Largo L a w ; " especially 
enjoining that the horn, sounded for the housing of the cows at the adjacent farm 
of Balmain, should not blow. Every precaution having been taken, the ghost 
was true to his tryst; but unhappily, when about to divulge the desired secret, 
Tammie Norrie, the cowherd of Balmain, blew a blast loud and dread. Where-
upon the ghost vanished, with the denunciation,— 

" Woe to the man that blew the horn, 
For out of the spot he shall ne'er be borne ! " 

The unlucky horn-blower was struck dead ; it was found impossible to remove 
the body, and a cairn of stones was raised over it. This was the supposed origin of 
Norrie's Law, a hillock always regarded as "not canny " b y the common people. 
Mr. Dundas added the testimony of an aged woman, who had always lived near 
the spot, and to whom this obscure tradition had been known from childhood. 
She had, moreover, never heard of the discovery of silver objects related in this 
Journal. Mr. Dundas stated that he had ascertained the period when the treasure 
was found, to be the year 1819. 




