
THE MORPETH GREAT MACE. 

By R. S. FERGUSON, F.S.A. 

During the recent and successful Congress held by the Institute at 
Newcastle, the Mayor and Corporation of Morpeth exhibited in the 
temporary museum, formed in the Black Gate, their great mace ; and as 
that mace is a little singular in form, and otherwise of much interest, I 
propose to describe it rather carefully, and to compare its heraldry with 
the heraldry of Naworth Castle : the reason for this will presently appear. 

In form the Morpeth great mace, which is 2 feet 2-J inches long, is 
simple, consisting of a shaft with three knops, and a bell-like bowl, whose 
sides contract towards the top, or " tumble home," as a sailor would say. 
The mace is silver, but the bowl ancl knops are gilt. The knops are much 
flattened spheroids, and are best described by being likened to oranges 
without their skins. The bowl has a cresting formed of thirty fleurs-de-
lys ; on its top, or table, which is four inches in diameter, is a small flat 
boss, two inches in diameter, surrounded by a similar cresting of fifteen 
fleurs-de-lys. On this boss a shield is engraved bearing the royal arms, as 
used by the Stuarts, 1603—1689, enamelled in their proper colours, viz. : 
Quarterly, 1 and 4 grand quarters, Erance modern and England quar-
terly ; second grand quarter, Scotland ; third grand quarter, Ireland ; 
above the shield is the date 1604, filled in with dark blue enamel. This 
is the usual place for the royal arms on civic maces. 

Below the cresting of the bowl is a narrow band five-sixteenths of an inch 
wide bearing the following inscription, in two lines, in italic characters. 
Donu : Dm: Wil : HOWARD : Dni : de : MORPeth : Filii : 

Duais: Norff': Fratris: Auunculi : Nepotis : et : Cognati : Com-
itu : Arundell: Surrey : Stiff': Nortliampt: et Noitvngh : et Dnoe 

Eliz: Vxoris : Εius: Sororis: et: colieredis: Georgii: Dili : Dacre : de : 
Gilsland: et Greistock : A0 Dili : 160Jf : Voto : non: Valeo : WH1 

The inscription begins with the Howard badge of a cross crosslet 
fitchee, and ends with the Howard motto of YOLO NON YALEO, which 
accompanies Lord William Howard's shield of twenty-two quarterings 
over the entrance to the inner court of ISraworth Castle, at which 
place there is also in the Oratory a chest for vestments, painted red, 
ancl semee with the silver cross crosslets fitchees of the Howards ancl the 
silver escallops of the Dacres. 

Below the inscription is a cable molding, under which, on the bowl, are 
engraved the eight shields following, each surmounted by the name of the 
family it belongs to :— 

1 The letters W Η are combined ; the last stroke of the W forms the first of the H. 
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1. Howard. On a bend between six cross-crosslets fitchees a mullet. 
2. Brotlierton. Three lions passant gardant in pale ; a label of tlvree 

points. 
3. Mowbray. A lion rampant. 
J/.. Warren. Checqiiee. 
6. Marie]). Three birds (martlets) in pale. 
6. Dacre, Three escallops, 2 and 1. 
7. GreistocL· Three lozenges (should be cushions), 2 and 1. 
8. Grimthorp. Barry of six, three chaplets, 2 and 1. 

Four of these are Howard quarterings and four Dacre. 
Under the foot of the mace is engraved a shield bearing :— 

Quarterly 1. Howard (the bend plain). 
2. Brotherton. 
3. Mowbray. 
4. Warrenne. 

in the fess point a mullet for difference. 
This shield was undoubtedly once enamelled, but the colouring matter 

has completely disappeared. 
The following quotation from Canon Ornsby's Introduction to The 

Household Books of Lord William Howard of Naworth Castle, sums up 
the position so well, that I cannot do better than quote :— 

" Lord William Howard was the third soil of Thomas, fourth Duke of Norfplk, by 
his second marriage with Margaret, only daughter and heiress of Sir Thomas 
Auclley of Walden. He was born "December 19, 1563. His mother did not long 
survive his birth. Shortly after her death the duke contracted a third marriage with 
Elizabeth, daughter of Sir Thomas Leybourne, of Cunswick, in the county of 
Westmoreland, and widow of Thomas Lord Dacre, of Gilsland. This alliance 
had an important influence upon Lord William's after life. Lord Dacre left four 
children, a son, George Lord Dacre, and three daughters, Aune, Mary and Elizabeth. 
By their mother's second marriage these children all came under the Duke of Norfolk's 
care, and by grant from the Crown he had the wardship of the young Lord Dacre. 
The Dacre patrimony was very large. It had been greatly enhanced in extent and 
value by the marriage in 1507, of Thomas (the great Lord Dacre, who fought at 
Flodden), with Elizabeth, granddaughter and heir of the last Lord Greystock, aud 
the Duke's ambitious views had led him to form plans for the aggrandisement of his 
own children's fortunes by marriages with these youthful representatives of the 
ancient houses of Dacre and Greystock. His scheme was to marry his daughter Lady 
Margaret to the young Lord Dacre, and his eldest son Lord Arundel to Anne, Lord 
Dacre's eldest sister ; Mary, the next sister, he intended for his second son Lord 
Thomas Howard; and Elizabeth, the youngest, for his third son Lord William. The 
untimely death of the young Lord Dacre at the age of eight yearB, by the accidental 
fall of a wooden vaulting horse, frustrated the Duke's project as to his daughter's 
marriage, and Mary Dacre died in early youth. But having obtained the wardship of 
the Ladies Anne and Elizabeth Dacre after their brother's death his plans, as regarded 
their respective marriages with his two sons, Lord Arundel and Lord William Howard, 
were eventually carried out ; and the rich inheritance of which their brother's death 
made them the co-heirs, passed through that double alliance into the Duke's family 
and is enjoyed to this day by his descendants."1 

Lord William Howard was one of the original founders of the first 
formed Society of Antiquaries, and from the catalogue of his library, and 
from memoranda in his handwriting, it is evident that his lordship was 
fond of and skilled in genealogy and heraldry. Over the entrance to the 
inner court at Na worth, ,is the armorial achievement of Lord William 
Howard, viz., a shield with twenty-two quarterings, between two lions as 
supporters : Crest, upon a helmet and mantling, the well-known Howard 

1 Surtees Society, vol. lxviii, p. 8. 
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lion. Motto : " Yolo non valeo." The whole is under a hood molding 
which has the Dacre escallop at each end. 

The twenty-two quarterings are as follows :— 
1. HOWABD. Gules, on a lend between six cross crosslets fitchees arg. 

" a demy lion Geules, pierced through the mouth with an arrow within a 
double tressure flowered of the same, in the midst of the bend of the 
Howard Arms." This is the augmentation for merit given to Thomas 
Howard, then earl of Surrey, but afterwards second duke of Norfolk, 
for his victory at Elodden Field. 

2. FITTON. Azure, three cinquefoils pierced argent. 
3. Bois. Ermine, a cross sable. 
4. SCALES. Gules, six escallops argent. 
5. TENDRINGE. Azure, a fees between two chevrons argent. 
6. MOWBRAY. Gules, a lion rampant argent, armed and langued 

azure. Brought in by Lady Margaret Mowbray, eldest daughter of 
Thomas Mowbray, duke of Norfolk, Earl Marshall of England and of 
Elizabeth Fitzalan, as heiress of Richard Fitzalan, earl of Arundel. She 
was the penniless bride of Sir Robert Howard, (tempore Henry Y.) for 
her poor fortune of £200 was never paid, but " the Howard family," 
writes Mr. Henry Howard, " owe their chief illustration, honours, and 
power " to her.1 By her there came to her descendants the dignities of 
Duke of Norfolk, Earl Marshall of England, &c., great estates, and four-
teen quarterings to their coat of arms : from No. 6 to 19. 

7. ALBANY. Gules, a lion rampant or. 
8. SEGRAVE. Sable, a lion rampant argent, crowned or. 
9. BIGOT. Party per pale or and vert, a lion rampant gules. 
1 0 . BROTHERTON. Gules, three lions passant guardant in pale or, a 

label of three points argent. This is more properly blazoned, as 
England a label of three pomts argent. It is the arms of the Plan-
tagenets, differenced by a label. 

11 . MOWBRAY. A S before. 
12 . RICHARD FITZALAN, EARL OF AEUNDEL. Barry of eight, or and 

gules. 
13 . ALBANY. A S before. 
14 . LUPUS. Sable, a wolfs head erased argent. 
15 . EARL OP CHESTEB. Azure three garbs or. 
16 . WOODVILLE. Argent, a fess and dexter canton gules. 
1 7 . MALTEAVERS. Sable, a fret or. 
18 . CLUN. Argent, a chief azure. 
19. WARREN. Ohecquy, or and azure. Brought in by Lady Margaret 

Mowbray. The fifth Fitzalan, earl of Arundel, married Alice, daughter 
and heir of William earl of Warren and Surrey. Hence the Howards 
got the title of Surrey. 

2 0 . TILNER. Argent, a chevron betioeen three gryphons' heads erased 
gules. 

2 1 . ROCHFOBT. Quarterly or and gules, loithin a bordure sable 
bezantee. 

22 . THOEPE OF NORFOLK. Azure, three crescents argent. 

1 " Memorials of the Howard Family," 
App. III. See also " The Great Govern-
ing Families of England," vol. ii, p. 308. 
The earldom of Arundel did not come by 

this lady. See Burke's " Dormant and 
Extinct Baronage of England," vol. i, p. 
12. It came in later on by the marriage 
of the fourth Duke of Norfolk. 
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Crest: On a chapeau, a lion statant guardant, his tail extended, or, 
and ducally gorged argent. 

Supporters : Two lions rampant. 
Motto : " Volo non valeo." 
In the inner court, over tlie entrance to the great hall, is the same 

coat of twenty-two quarterings impaling a coat of eight quarterings. 
1 . D A C R E . Gules, three escallops argent. 
2. N E W GREYSTOKE, or Grimthorpe, Barry of six, argent and 

azure, three chaplets of roses. 
3 . O L D GBEYSTOKE. Gules three cushions argent. 
4·. M U L T O N . Barry of six, argent and gides, on a canton of the second 

a lion passant or. Introduced by the marriage of Eanulph de Dacre 
with Margaret, daughter and heiress of Thomas de Multon. 

5 . B O T E L E R OP W E M M E . Gules, a fess checquy or and sable, between six 
crosses pattees Utchees or. 

6 . MORVILLE. Azure, semee-de-lis and fretty or. A Multon quartering. 
7 . FERRERS. Vairy or and gules. 
8. Y A U X . Checquy or and gules. A Multon quartering. 
Old and New Greystoke, Eoteler, and Ferrers were brought in by Lady 

Elizabeth Greystoke. The heiress of the first house of Greystoke married 
a Ralph de Grimthorpe, who took the name of Greystoke, but retained 
his own arms, which succeeding Barons of Greystoke quartered as New 
Greystoke. The pedigree below1 shows how Boteler of Wemm and 
Ferrers came into the armorial bearings of Lady Elizabeth. 

Crests : Two. The Howard lion to the dexter, and the Dacre bull to the 
sinister. They are respectant one another. 

1 BOTELER, 
Gules a. fessc componee or and sable, befooeen six crosses patees argent, or six cross 

crosslets or. 
William Boteler, 2nd Baron=j=Joaiie, dau. and co-heir of 
Boteler of Wemme. John Baron Sudeley 

Elizabeth, dau.=j=Robert Ferrers, 1st Baron 
and co-heir. I Ferrers of Wemme. 

Robert Ferrers, 2nd Baron=pJoanne Swinford, dau. of 
Ferrers of Wemme I John of Gaunt. 

.ι 
Elizabeth, dau.=j=John Greystock, 6th 
and co-heir. Baron Greystock. 

Ralph Greystock 7th=pElizabeth, dau. of 
Baron Greystock. William Baron Fitz 

Hugh. 

Robert Greystock, =j=Elizabeth, dau. of Edmund 
ob. v.p. Grey, second Earl of Kent. 

ι — 
Elizabeth, daughter==Thomas Dacre, 2nd Baron 
and heir. Dacre. Fought at Flodden. 
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Supporters : A lion rampant for Howard to the dexter, and a bull 
rampant for Dacre to the sinister. 

Motto : "Yo lo Non Valeo." 
These elaborate compositions are of later date than the Morpeth mace ; 

indeed, the following entry in the "Household Books," for the year 1626, 
probably refers to one or other of them, as Canon Ornsby suggests :— 
Janu. 10. To Wm. Buckle, by bill, for bringing a stone of my Lord's 
Armes from Heddon super murum, xliiijs. jd."1 

It is further probable that in designing these elaborate shields, showing 
considerable research into pedigrees, Lord William had the assistance of 
his intimate friend Camden, the Clarencieux King-of-Arms. 

One thing strikes one at once ; on the Morpeth mace of 1604 the 
Howard's arms are without the Flodden augmentations, whereas it occurs 
at Ifaworth ; on the mace Lord William differences his arms with a 
mullet—the mark of the third son ; the shields at Naworth have no 
mark of cadency.2 

It has been already stated that of the eight shields on the mace, four 
are Howard quarterings and four Dacre. The four Howard are selected 
for very obvious reasons—Howard itself—then Mowbray—the Blanche 
Lion of Mowbray, brought in by Lady Margaret Mowbray, to whom the 
Howards owed so much—thirdlyr the royal arms of England, differenced 
by a label for Brotherton ;3 and fourthly Warren, representing the 
Norfolk second title of Earl of Surrey. 

The Dacre quarterings on the mace are Dacre, Marley (or Merley) 
Greistock (old Greystock), and Grimthorp (new Greystock), and the 
introduction of the last two into the Dacre shield has been already ex-
plained. Lord William Howard himself tells how the Barony of Morpeth 
[and so the De Merlay arms] came in. *' The Baronie of Morpeth came 
to Thomas of Greistock by Marie his wife, daughter and co-heir of Roger 
de Merlay, and from them in lineal descent to Eliza de Greistock and so to 
Lord W. Dacre her son."4 

The De Merlay arms do not occur on the Dacre tombs at Lanercost, 
which are rich in heraldry, nor do they occur at Naworth Castle, except 
among the arms put up in the great hall since the fire of 1841. They 
are there given as, Barry of ten pieces argent and gides, on a bordure 
azure eight martlets or ; as given in Banks's Dormant and Extinct 
Baronage. This agrees with the arms of the borough of Morpeth, granted 
by William Hervy, Norroy, May 20, 1552, which are Barry of ten argent 
and gules, a triple towered castle, or ; on a bordure azure eight martlets 
gold. On the mace the Merlay arms are simply three birds (martlets) in 
pale ; this is no doubt the older form of the Merlay arms, and the silver 
and red bars came in by some marriage ; suppose a cadet of the Multons 
to have married an heiress of De Merlay and to have taken her name, he 
might well assume as arms his own silver and red bars within an orle of 
De Merlay, that is, an orle azure charged with martlets or ; but this is a 
conjecture. 

1 Lord W. Howard's " Household 
Books," Surtees Society, vol. 68, p. 238. 

2 The chest at Naworth, painted red 
and semee with the cross crosslets fitchees 
and the escallop shells, has on one end 
the Blanche Lion of Mowbray charged on 
the neck with a mullet sable. 

3 For the assumption of these arms, 
which were granted by Richard II to the 
Mowbrays, Henry earl of Surrey was 
attainted in 1547. 

4 Lord William Howard's " Household 
Books," Surtees Society, vol. xlviii, p. 
391 n. 
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The following skeleton pedigree shows how the donor of the Morpeth 
mace was related to the Earls he enumerates thereon. 

1. Eliz, d. and h.=j=Thomas, earl of Surrey, commanded=j=2. Agnes, d. of 
of Sir F. Tilney. at Flodden, created (2nd) duke of Hugh Tilney. 

Norfolk 1514. 

Thomas, 3rd Duke. Other issue. William, created Lord 
Howard of Effingham. 

1 Other issue. 

Henry, E. of Surrey, 
ob. v.p. 

Charles, Lord Howard of Effingham, 
defeated the Armada, created E. of 
NOTTINGHAM 1 5 9 6 , d . 1 6 1 9 . 

l.=pThomas, 4th D. of Norfolk.=j=2. 

Philip, E. of=j=Anne Dacre. 
ABUNDEL. 

Henry, created E. of 
NORTHAMPTON 1 6 0 3 . 

Thomas, created E. 
o f SUFFOLK 1 6 0 3 . 

LORD WILLIAM=EHZ. Dacre. 
HOWARD. 

Thomas, created E. 
o f SURREY 1 6 0 3 . 

In the east window of that portion of Lanercost Priory used as the 
parish church are the arms of Sir Thomas Dacre the Bastard, son of 
Thomas lord Dacre, the shield of eight quarterings described on page 93 
ante, with a bend sinister Argent over all. It is very curious that Sir 
Thomas the Bastard in addition to the four Dacre quarterings takes also 
the four Greystoke quarterings of his father's legitimate wife. 


