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THE GREAT SEALS OF ENGLAND, from the earliest period to the present time, 
arranged and illustrated with descriptive and historical notes, commenced and 
the greater part written by the late Alfred Benjamin Wyon ; completed and 
carried through the press by Allan Wyon. Dedicated, by special permission, to 
Her Most Gracious Majesty Queen Victoria. London : Elliot Stock, 62, Pater-
noster Row, E.C., 1887. 

Of all the symbols and attributes of power in this country, none is 
invested with such a special, and almost romantic interest, as the 
Great Seal, the "clavis regni." Before it the crown, the type of 
sovereignty, must pale ; Gurtana, and even the Sword of Justice, are 
overshadowed by its dignity, while the virtues of which these weapons 
are the emblems are, happily, forwarded, supported, and ratified by its 
use. And it is fitting that the keeper of the Broad Seal of the kingdom 
should take such high rank as immediately after the Primate in the 
table of precedency, and that to no other hands than those of the Lord 
High Chancellor, its charge should be entrusted. Equally fitting is it 
that the historical treatment of such a subject as the Great Seals of 
England should fall to men so well qualified to deal with it, and that the 
sons of one chief engraver, and the grandsons of another should have set 
themselves to the laborious work. We may here take an opportunity of 
expressing our sincere regret that the life of Alfred Benjamin Wyon was 
cut off in its prime, and before he could see the completion of his task. 
Mr. Wyon had opportunities which few others could have had of 
acquiring information upon Royal and Great Seals, and that he used 
those opportunites in the best way, the work under our notice is a worthy 
testimony. 

The vast mass of information that has gradually become available upon 
the subject of the Great Seals has rendered it one of considerable diffi-
culty, for in pursuits of this kind fresh facts are constantly coming to 
light, and, as antiquaries well know, the work of weeks is often rendered 
nugatory by a—must we say happy—discovery. Thus the late Mr. 
Wyon toiled on and carried the history forward up to page 85, when his 
capable hand was arrested. To his brother, Mr. Allan Wyon, we are 
indebted for the remainder of the book, that is to say, from the third 
Great Seal of Charles I to the end, as well as, we presume, the appendices, 
which contain a great deal of valuable information, to say nothing of a 
capital General Index such as few authors take the trouble to make. It 
is no light matter to personally examine upwards of two thousand 
original charters, and to examine and compare the "examples of use" 
of the particular Seals. Old documents are not the most agreeable 
company, and the world goes too fast for many people to hanker much 
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after prolonged visits, or even loiterings, in dank depositories of deeds, 
where bronchitis, and other things, may be caught. But the 
importance, the necessity, for such studies is fully recognised, and it is 
refreshing to read the long list of owners of charters who have freely 
permitted their documents to be examined. The mention of numerous 
cathedral bodies who have thus encouraged the work, indicates not only 
that such a book on the Great Seals was much wanted, but that the 
materials for compiling it, outside the Public Records, are now generally 
available for use as well as courteously thrown open. 

Sealing with the Great or " Broad " Seal was the method with 
which the sovereigns, from the time of the Confessor, and possibly from 
an earlier period, signified their assent to documents. In order, how-
ever, to determine at once the date of documents from their seals it is 
necessary to be acquainted with the details of the different impressions, 
inasmuch as, until the reign of Henry VIII, no seal bears a numeral 
after the king's name. There are, of course, other points by which the 
date may be gathered, the regnal year at the end of the charter to which 
the seal is attached being one, but even the most scrupulous attention to 
details would fail in cases where one new seal rapidly succeeded another, 
and further seals " of presence " and seals "o f absence" were made, and 
old seals copied or altered and again brought into use, all within a short 
space of time, without the precise and particular historical information 
which the book before us affords. 

It is well-known that early charters have been forged, the practice 
being to copy and alter particular clauses, making them of a more 
advantageous character, and to append the original seal to the improved 
document. Such was the clerical custom : but a knowledge of the Great 
Seal in use in the particular year given in the deed, here comes in to 
proclaim the vicious character of the parchment. In other cases dates 
may be ascertained by the names of the witnesses, and in extreme 
instances in which the same seal was used by more then one sovereign, 
the name of the Clerk of the Council, which appears close to the attes-
tation clause, has given the necessary information. But other, and still 
more minute points have to be attended to, as, for instance, a charter at 
Gloucester bears a seal not passed in council until the day following that 
given in the document itself. 

The Lord High Chancellor is admitted into his office by the delivery 
of the Seal into his custody by the sovereign, and he thereby becomes 
responsible for its use until he re-delivers it to the monarch. It appears 
to be not quite clear what were the precise duties of the Lord Keeper of 
the Great Seal. The opinion of the late Sir Thomas Hardy was that 
he " performed few of the functions of the Chancellor, unless he were 
thereto expressly delegated. He frequently had the custody of the 
Great Seal committed to him by the Chancellor, without the power of 
using it, and, although the Seal was often placed in his hands, either by 
the King himself, or by his written command, yet he had only the power 
to seal instruments of a particular class, and he was obliged to close it 
up every day, after using it, under his own seal and those of other 
persons expressly appointed for that purpose." In the reign of Elizabeth 
an Act was passed " declaring the authority of the Lord Keeper of the 
Great Seal and the Lord Chancellor to be one," and it was further stated 
" that the two offices were, ever had been, and ever should be the same," 
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Nevertheless, since the passing of this Act, persons holding the seals as 
Lord Keepers, have been constituted Chancellors by a separate deed. 

To attempt to counterfeit the Great Seal was declared high treason in 
1351, and again, under the Commonwealth in 1649, and this law con-
tinued until 1845, when the crime was reduced to felony. 

With regard to the metal of which the Great Seals have been made, 
silver has been generally used, but sometimes gold, and sometimes 
base metal. Before the introduction of the Wafer Great Seal, in 1877, 
the consumption of wax by the Great Seal has amounted to as much as 
four hundred-weight a month ; this brought about deterioration in the 
quality of the wax. As might be expected, the seals of the Plantagenets 
are the most durable, and, by some chance, the impressions of the time 
of George I. are equally good. Our own observation with regard to 
seals on private letters, is that sealing wax as distinguished from seal 
wax was very hard and durable in the time of Ann, but that since then 
it has deteriorated, not so much in being more brittle, but in being more 
soft. Impressions of the Great Seal seem to have suffered by the 
introduction of rosin and even sulphur into the wax ; this has caused 
friability, but a worse addition than either has, Ave believe, been flour, 
which, attracts mice, insects, and worms. 

The fragile nature of the impressions thus brought about makes it 
desirable that more care should be taken in the selection of the material 
at the present day, and now that the Wafer has so considerably lightened 
the consumption of wax, it seems to be of all economy the most miserable 
that any but the very best material to be gotten be now used. We have 
in our mind a scene in an old-fashioned country place, at which we were 
present, many years ago, when an important document of appointment 
under the Crown reached the genial master of the house. " N o w ! " said 
he " we shall see the Great Seal;" and the children crowded round with 
eager faces as the lid of an ill-fitting circular tin box of the commonest 
kind was with some difficulty opened, and within, behold ! the emblem 
of sovereignty, the lineal descendant of the Great Seal of the great 
Edward, broken and crushed to atoms ! 

As to the preservation of the Seals themselves, they are enclosed in a 
white leather bag and provided with a richly embroidered purse which is 
renewed every year and becomes the perquisite of the Lord Chancellor. 
As regards their ultimate fate, in earlier times they were, when quite 
done with, broken into several pieces. Latterly the practice has been 
to make holes in the face of the seal so as not to injure the artistic parts, 
and to present it to the Lord Chancellor. 

We may now proceed to consider some of the 174 full-sized Autotype 
prints of the Seals only premising that the authors have adopted the 
very best means for accurately reproducing these sphragistic records, and 
that we can hardly be sufficiently grateful for such faithful presentments. 

The series opens with the seal of Offa King of Mercia, fixed " en 
placard " to a charter in the Archives Nationales, in Paris. Then we 
have a leaden bulla of Coenwulf, King of Mercia, and the seal, also 
" en placard," of Eadgar, King of England. This consists of the im-
pression of an antique Roman intaglio of a bust in profile, and has not 
the interest which attaches to the seal of Offa of which the features 
seem to bear out the description of his anonymous biographer, " elegans 
corpore eloquens sermone, acie perspicax oculorum." 
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These examples show the employment of a Seal for important docu-
ments by the early kings; the regular and continuous use begins with 
the Confessor, and, from his time to the present, with the single ex-
ception of the second Seal of Anne, the Sovereign is represented en-
throned on one side and on horseback on the other. Up to the year 
1815 the throne side appears in front or upwards, as the obverse, and the 
equestrian side beneath, as the reverse, or counterseal, except in the cases 
of the two Seals of the Conqueror. But when the 5th Seal of George III 
came into use, the old practice, which had been followed for 725 years, 
was changed, and the Sovereign on horseback has since appeared on the 
obverse of the seal, after the fashion of the Conqueror. It is hardly 
necessary to say that for examples of heraldry, armour, and costume 
during a period of 800 years, the unbroken series of Great Seals is quite 
unsurpassed, nor can they be too highly valued as illustrations of English 
history. 

The two first Seals of the Confessor recall the rude work of the 
spurious lead and pewter medals that were fabricated in such numbers 
many years ago, and then " found in the Thames" for the benefit of 
antiquaries. The use of the word " basileus " on the Confessor's Seals is 
characteristic of the literature of his time. The third Seal is known 
merely by a fragment so indistinct that only the most practiced eye can 
distinguish it as part of a separate design. 

In the two Seals of the Conqueror Mr. Wyon calls attention to the 
accuracy with which the abdomen pendidum is shown on the throne side 
of each. The kite-shaped shield and the banner with the three streamers 
remind us of details of the Bayeux tapestry. The Seal of William II 
gives the first instance of " dei gracia " in the legend. In the four Seals 
of Henry I the style of art shows a slight advance, but not until the 
first Seal of Stephen does the engraver appear to have surmounted the 
difficulties of the anatomy of the horse, and then we have but a weedy and 
sorry steed. The King now carries his shield in front ; it is still of the 
kite form, and the sword is grooved almost from hilt to point. In later 
times the length of a sword's groove is an important item in determining 
its date. In his second Seal Stephen carries a lance, with a banner 
charged with a cross pattee ; this looks like early heraldry, but we do not 
say that it is; the shield has a ridge down the middle, and the two Seals 
bear witness to the two periods of Stephen's reign, as well as to the 
rudeness of sphragistie art of the time. 

Of great interest is the seal of Matilda, "Mathildis dei gratia Roma-
norum regina." Mr. Wyon points out that its style is that of the early 
seals of German sovereigns of the period ; like them it has no counter-
seal. We notice a marked improvement in the art of this foreign work. 

The first and second Seal of Henry II are bad both in style and 
execution ; the conical helmet with a nasal, and the enarmes and gigue of 
the shield, which is still kite-shaped, are noticeable; the horses are truly 
zoological wonders. The high cantle of the saddle in the first Seal, and 
the upright seat of the King in the second, are noteworthy points of 
detail; more so still, in the second, is the legend of the counter-seal:— 
" Henricus dux Normannor et Aquitanor et comes Andegavor,"indicating 
the vast extent of the dominions beyond the seas to which Henry 
succeeded, by right of his mother, by right of his father, and in right of 
his marriage. The fortunate owners of that charming but scarce work 
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" La Guienne Militaire" by M. Leo Drouyn, may again turn with 
delight to the study of Mr. Drouyn's delicate and faithful etchings and 
plans of such stately fortresses as Roquetaillade, Villandraut, La Reole, 
Langoiran, Saint Macaire, Budos, Benauges, and Fargues, and thereby 
gather a fresher idea of the military importance of only one part of the 
dominions of Henry II and his successors. 

The Seal of " Henry Junior" is an interesting reminder of a not very 
successful piece of domestic policy which the extended rule of Henry II 
brought about. The omission of " Dei gratia " from the legend is the 
solitary instance of this exception in the whole series of Great Seals 
from the time of William II to the present day. 

In his first Seal Richard I carries a shield chargcd with a lion ram-
pant sinister, this being one of the two lions rampant combattant which 
lie had borne, as Count of Aquitaine, and in the second Seal we have three 
lions passant in pale. It will be remembered that Geoffrey Plantagenet, 
grandfather of Richard I, in his enamelled memorial tablet at Mans, 
carries a ponderous shield charged with six leopards. The lions of Eng-
land were blazoned as leopards, until far into the fifteenth century and 
this tablet may be taken to be the earliest representation of true and regular 
heraldry, for the charges on the stitchwork at Bayeux are little more than 
rude signs and devices. Geoffrey's coat re-appears on the shield of his 
(bastard) grandson, William Longespee, at Salisbury, but in the meantime 
Richard used his coat of Aquitaine on his first seal, and on the second 
three lions passant guardant, which were probably borne by his father 
Henry II, and which have continued ever since as part of the Royal 
Arms of England. 

In both of his Seals Richard is represented wearing a crown of three 
points, headed with floriations, as in the effigy at Fontevraud, and with 
the heavy under jaw shown in this figure, as well as in the coarser effigy 
in Rouen cathedral. It thus appears that portraiture was attempted by 
the engraver. On the other hand, the Seal of John, the ablest of the 
Angevins, shows a shaven chin and bears no resemblance to the bearded 
face of the effigy at Worcester which suffered so severely at the hands of 
the " restorer " a few years ago. In the last mentioned Seal the ex-
pression " Dominus Hibernie" first appears and so continues until the 
third Seal of Henry VI I I when " Dominus " gives way to " Rex." 

The first Seal of Henry III exhibits the King, who came to the throne 
at the age of ten, as a beardless and good-looking boy. This was in use 
from 1219 to 1259. The features of this youthful face would have 
naturally developed into the mature and handsome countenance shown in 
Henry's second Seal, made when the King was past middle age. This 
Seal was in use from 1259 to 1272. Here we have the face of the king 
bearing so marked a resemblance to the bronze effigy at Westminster that 
it seems to do rather more than re-open the question as to whether that 
beautiful work of William Torel is really nothing more than a thirteenth 
century ideal statue,—just as the Greeks had their ideals of Jupiter, Venus, 
Diana, Hercules, &c.,—as the late Mr. Burges decided. The entry con-
cerning the making of the effigy and the maker, runs as follows :— 
" Williehno Torel factori imaginis de cupro ad similitudinen Regis 
Henrici patris Regis nunc χ li super facturam ejusdem imaginis." 

We have touched in .this place upon the portrait of Henry III in his 
effigy because, we believe, the likenesses in the Seals have not before 
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been brought to bear upon the question ; indeed, we have never yet had 
such faithful copies of the Seals to help us, and, without them, we should 
certainly have shrunk from venturing to express an opinion at variance 
with a very high authority. Henry III died in 1272, aged 66, and his 
effigy represents him with a frown of three creases and a wrinkled brow. 
The former may or may not be an attribute of a thirteenth century ideal 
statue of a king, but the latter could hardly be so, and must therefore be 
taken simply to iudicate those marks of age, which time had stamped 
upon the forehead of the monarch. The Greeks, according to Winkel-
man, represented Jupiter with a countenance always serene, and the treat-
ment of the beard and hair, and not wrinkles and hollows, were their 
sole marks of age. 

To return to the Seals. The simple seat or chair on the obverse was 
abandoned with the first Seal of Henry III, a throne was introduced, and 
an advance made generally in the artistic treatment of the work, but not 
to the extent that might have been expected for the time. The strange 
incongruity with which little lions are playfully springing up against the 
base of the throne is characteristic of the art of the period. Thus dogs, 
rabbits, &c., gambol at the feet of the effigy of no less a personage than 
Coeur de Lion, and at Peterborough we have the unexpected humour 
of two angels supporting the pillow of Abbot John de Caleto, and steady-
ing themselves by holding the ears of this high ecclesiastic. Mr. Wyon 
gives a clear and interesting account of the fortunes of the three Seals of 
Henry III ; how the sword in the first was abandoned for a sceptre in 
the second, and the proud legend altered when Normandy, Anjou, 
Touraine, Maine, and Poitou were lost by the treaty of Abbeville ; how 
the second Seal was in the hands of the barons and of the king 
alternately, and how a third, or smaller Seal, was made for the king's use 
while the Great Seal was in the hands of his enemies, 

The Great Seals of Edward I is apparently by the same hand as the 
second Seal of Henry III, which it much resembles. Perhaps both are 
the work of Walter de Ripa. It is valuable as giving a probable 
portrait of the great man who sleeps in a tomb of striking simplicity in 
the Abbey, and to whom no effigy was ever set up. For the first time 
the war horse is clothed in a caparison ; this is charged with the arms of 
England reversed. The king wears a hauberk, a surcote, and the helm 
with a barred aventail, so typical of the period, and sits his well-shaped 
horse in an easy confident way as befits the greatest of the Plantagenets, 
" Scotorum malleus," and holds his sword as if he knew what to do with 
it. It is evident that the engraver was more at home with the details of 
the armour than of the architecture. 

The unworthy Edward II used the same Seal as his father, with the 
addition of two castles in the field, one on either side of the throne, 
evidently in allusion to his mother Eleanor of Castile. 

The first Seal of Edward III was again the old Seal of Edward I, but 
only for about eight months. It was again differenced by the addition of 
a fleur-de-lis over the castles in the field. But a second Seal was 
prepared, and the old one, which had been in use for fifty-five years, was 
broken into minute pieces in the presence of the king in his chamber at 
Nottingham Castle, " Antiquum sigillum ruptum fuit in minutas pecias," 
and the little bits given to his Sealer by the Chancellor, Bishop Henry de 
Burghersh, whose monument, with its important examples of royal 
heraldry, is well-known in the Angel choir of Lincoln Cathedral. 
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The second Seal of Edward III was in use from October 1327, the 
King being nearly fifteen years old. The obverse represents him as a 
spare and beardless youth, seated upon a throne of an entirely new 
design, the first of the canopied seats which developed into the elaborate 
architectural compositions of later times. The reverse shows the king 
in armour, wearing a conical topped helmet with a barred aventail. Mr. 
Wyon says that a plate is suspended from the back of the helm. It 
may be so, but it is improbable and an unpractical piece of defence and 
we never saw it after this manner. It is far more likely that an ailette 
is intended such as is shown exactly in this position, and of the same 
shape on the effigy of a man at Glehongre, of about the date of 1330. 
For the first time in the Seals the pomel of the sword is fastened by a 
chain to a mameliere. The examples of monumental effigies and brasses 
exhibiting these features are far from numerous, and they are always 
associated with effigies of which the other details are varied and in-
teresting. Such are, the Giffard figure at Leckhampton, Blanchfront at 
Alvechurch, and the brass at Minster. We find no examples of 
mamelieres and chains on monuments after the middle of the fourteenth 
century, but the beautiful second Seal of Henry IV, made about 1408, 
gives a good illustration, and this design was used by Henry Y and 
Henry V I up to the middle of the fifteenth century ; a curious instance 
of the late representation of a detail of armour that had passed out of 
use fully a hundred years. 

Mr. Wyon unravels at length the history of the eight great Seals of 
Edward III. It is so intricate that we cannot attempt to condense what 
he has so well done, but we may call attention to the adoption and 
distinct use of Seals of Presence, and Seals of Absence for the first time 
in English history. Of the former kind we must notice the great beauty 
of the Bretigny Seal, the fifth Seal of Presence, made in consequence of 
the Treaty- of Bretigny, dated May 1360, by which Edward renounced 
the title of King of France,—which had first been adopted on the third 
Seal of Presence in 1340,—but the arms of France were retained on the 
Seal. In this latter Seal also, the arms of France are quartered for the 
first time with those of England, and the lion statant guardant first 
appears as the royal crest on the helm. In 1369 the legend on the 
Bretigny Seal was altered and the title of King of France resumed. 

Generally, as to the Seals of Edward III, they show the remarkable 
development of the sphragistic art which had its climax in the Bretigny 
Seal, and in which the legend first appears in the black or Gothic letter, 
a style that was retained until the second Seal of Henry VIII . With 
further regard to the effigies of Edward III, the first Seal of Absence, 
1338-1340, represents him as still unbearded but more portly than in the 
second Seal before alluded to ; but it is not until the period of the fourth 
Seal of Presence, 1341-1360 (and 1370-1372) that he wears a beard and 
moustache at all approaching the ample dimensions of those shown in his 
bronze effigy in the Abbey. 

In the second Seal of Absence, 1340-1360, and the fourth Seal of 
Presence, the king wears that rare garment, a sleeved cyclas ; and in the 
example of the latter Seal the edge of the gambeson appears quilted in 
parallel folds. It is very late for the cyclas, and we greatly doubt if a 
gambeson of the kind shown was part of the actual equipment of armed 
men at this time. The Bretigny Seal is certainly a highly beautiful 
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work of art ; the heraldry, figures, and architectural details heing set 
forth with a propriety and harmony which we may in vain attempt to 
rival. Its legend was first altered, as we have seen, for Edward III, and 
on the accession of his grandson, Richard II, the legend was again 
altered for that monarch, who also used the first Seal of Presence of his 
grandfather, altering " Edwardus " to " Ricardus " as his Seal for French 
affairs. This is one of several instances in which a Seal was specially 
made new, or an old one altered, for use on one occasion only, the 
occasion under notice being when the king acknowledged to his father-in-
law, Charles YI , the receipt of 300,000 francs, the first instalment of the 
dowry of Isabella. Mr. "Wyon very rightly says that Seals of this 
character " may be regarded, in connection with the important documents 
to which they are attached, as historical landmarks of the greatest 
interest." The other instances given are of the reigns of Henry Y, 
Edward IY, Henry VII , and Henry VIII . 

In. the first Seal of Henry IV the royal name on the Bretigny Seal 
was again altered, but in 1408 a new Seal was made which Mr. "Wyon 
considers a worthy rival of the Bretigny Seal. It is certainly full of 
figures, heraldry, and fine architectural work, forming an appropriate 
framework for the dignified figure on the throne which bears so strong a 
resemblance to the effigy of Henry IV, at Canterbury. But it is some-
what harsh, and rigid, and can bear no comparison with the 
Bretigny masterpiece. It illustrates some curious points of royal heraldry, 
and is of great interest on account of its historical associations. The 
counterseal is a fine bold thing. The King rides fast, and sits well upon 
the high cantle, brandishing his sword with great vigour. His shield 
and jupon (not surcoat) show the arms of France modern—that is, three 
complete fleurs-de-lis, instead of France ancient, a field semee of fleurs-
de-lis, as heretofore,—and England, the caparison of the horse being 
charged with the same quarters reversed. 

Passing the Golden Seal and the Silver Seal of Henry V, identical 
respectively with the second and the first Seals of Henry IV, we come 
to the Silver Seal of Henry VI, and the Golden Seal of the same 
monarch. The former is identical with the first Seal of Henry IV, 
before mentioned, with the exception that a small quatrefoil is added on 
the counterseal, and the latter with the second Seal of Henry IV, and the 
golden Seal of Henry V. With regard to the little quatrefoil just alluded 
to, Mr. Wyon gives an entry from the Issue Rolls of the 2nd of Henry 
VI, of a payment to one John Bernes, of London, goldsmith, " for his 
labour, costs, and workmanship, in lately riding to the King's castle, at 
Windsor, and there engraving the great Seal of the said Lord the King, 
with a secret sign (cum signo secreto) and also for newly engraving an 
inscription in the circumference of the King's Privy Seal." A good deal 
of information is given concerning the employment of the silver and 
the golden Seals, and, with regard to the difficulties and doubts that 
have gathered about the four Seals of Henry V I for foreign affairs, we 
may justly acknowledge the care and acumen which Mr. Wyon has 
brought to bear upon this question, and particularly with regard to the 
unique impressions of the first and last of the series. 

The great Bretigny Seal lingered long in the affections of the 
engravers, for we find a pale reflection of it in the first Seal of 
Edward IV. The reverse gives a horse in a singular attitude, that 
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recalls the contortions of a " buck-jumper," the caparison being also in 
a wild state of agitation. These vagaries are, however, more than 
counterbalanced by the quality of the heraldry and armour. The shield 
is slightly concave, in accordance with the fashion of its date. The 
second Seal, which was of gold, and introduced in 1461, is really a fine 
design. It follows the old Bretigny lines, but is in fuller relief and 
less formal than the second Seal of Henry IV. The reverse is richly 
diapered with quatrefoils containing alternately roses and suns in 
splendour. Such are the precise details of the Yorkist Collar as certain 
scarce monumental effigies testify. Both horse and rider are designed 
with much freedom and knowledge, the whole forming an animated 
picture. It will be remembered that Edward I V adopted the badge of 
the sun in splendour after the battle of Mortimer's Cross, in 1461. 

On the flight of Edward IV in 1470, Henry V I took possession of 
his Great Seal and altered the name in the legends. The defeat of the 
Lancastrians and the return of Edward in the following year, neces-
sitated a new Seal, the third of Edward IV. This is a feeble affair, 
and the fourth Seal is just like it, with, as Mr. "Wyon points out, a 
small globe in the field of the reverse, for difference. The fifth Seal 
of Edward IV still represents him without a beard and with a rather 
youthful face. He was at this time 34 years old and would be clean 
shaven according to the fashion of the time. It is no doubt as faithful 
a portrait as the engraver could make. 

As might be expected, no impression of a Great Seal of Edward V is 
known, and Kichard I I I appropriated the fourth Seal of Edward IV, 
altering the name. The first Seal of Henry V I I is apparently designed 
after the fifth Seal of Edward IV. It is a coarse work, and the figure of 
the King, both on the throne and on horseback far from engaging; that 
for French affairs is known only by the impression attached to the 
confirmation of the treaty of Etaples 11th November, 1492, and is 
therefore of considerable historical import. 

The first Seal of Henry VIII , identical with that of his father, but 
differenced with a fleur-de-lis and a lion rampant in the counterseal, 
brings us to the end of the strictly Gothic seals. In the second Seal of 
this reign we have the king as a young man enthroned on the obverse, 
and on the reverse on horseback and in armour of the well-known 
Maximilian type. It is a transition work, between Gothic and 
renaissance, but in the third Seal all trace of the old style has vanished, 
and we have a renaissance design of much merit, and a portrait of the 
king so characteristic and truthful that it might almost have come from 
the hands of Holbein himself. The political and ecclesiastical signifi-
cance of the words in the legends of the second and third Seals cannot 
be overlooked. 

The Golden Bulla, made expressly for the confirmation of the Treaty 
of the Field of the Cloth of Gold, 1527, is a pretty piece of extravagance 
which remains attached to the actual document now preserved in the 
Archives Nationales. This is followed by the Great Seal of Edward VI, 
an inferior production, and then comes the Seal of Mary, a poor, slight, 
sad thing. The Seal of Philip and Mary is but little better, but we 
must notice, in the reverse, the close resemblance of the queen to her 
portrait by Lucas de Heere in the Library of the Society of Antiquaries. 

In the first Seal of Elizabeth Mr. Wyon considers that sphragistic art 
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reaches its lowest depth; it is possible, but we are apt to think that, in a 
later period of our history, Art, both in seals and many other things, not 
only touched bottom, but vanished altogether. We mention the second 
Seal of Elizabeth chiefly because it is a praiseworthy endeavour to make 
the best of a very difficult subject. But not even the pair of hands, 
issuing so unexpectedly from what seem to be clouds of soa"p bubbles, 
and seizing the royal mantle, can redeem it. With such a ruff and such 
a dress we may, perhaps, be thankful that the result is no worse than it 
is. The badge of Ireland is here introduced for the first time 011 the 
Great Seal. 

It is not surprising that the first Seal of James did not please the 
king, " Forasmuch as in our Great Seal lately made for the realm of 
England, the canope over the picture of our face is so low imbossed that 
thereby the same Seal in that place thereof doth easily bruise and take 
disgrace." A second Seal was therefore made with the canopy projecting 
further over the royal head, and the result has been, at least in the 
example that Mr. Wyon has copied, that " the picture of our face " is 
well preseiVed. In the reverse of both Seals the figure of James is 
contemptible. 

There is much that is satisfactory and graceful in the obverse of both 
Seals of Charles I, but both are marred, especially the latter by the 
aggressive figures of the lion and unicorn with their clumsy banners. 
The " doomed face " is very good. Of the third Seal and its chequered 
life and tragic end, we have the memorable story told again, and well 
told. Perhaps no other Great Seal has such a strange eventful history. 

The occasion of the first employment of Simon was under a special 
order of the Commons in July, 16.43. This was the Parliamentary Seal 
of Charles I. The actual Great Seal, which Lord Keeper Littleton had 
carried away to the king at York, was yielded up at the surrender of 
Oxford in May, 1646. It was ceremoniously defaced, and broken at 
the bar of the House of Lords on August 11th, and three years later, 
namely on February 7tli, 1649, the Parliament Seal, which had never 
been used, was similarly dealt with. 

The first Seal of the Commonwealth is by Simon, and came into use 
a few days after the execution of Charles I. The obverse is truly a 
curious work. It represents the map of England and Ireland, with an 
extraordinary quantity of place-names, somewhat reminding us of the 
wasted labours of those industrious scribes who would write minute 
sentences of Scripture in the curls of a gentleman's wig. On the other 
hand, we cannot speak lightly of the wonderful picture of the House of 
Commons of which we have an admirable illustration, from an impres-
sion of the reverse of the second Seal of the Commonwealth. 
The design is simple almost to plainness, but the great medallist has 
given a variety of gesture, and distinctness and individuality of coun-
tenance to the crowd of serious and earnest figures in their broad 
brimmed hats and picturesque costumes, that is very striking. A few 
men turn, as if with a casual remark, to their neighbours, while a 
member, said to be Harison, addresses the House. The " bauble " lies 
upon the table, and the scene is full of significance. 

Cromwell's first and second Seal, the Seal of Richard Cromwell, as 
well as the second and third Seals of Charles II, are all considered to bo 
from the hand of Simon, The reverses seem to be superior to the obverses, 
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and the horses are capitally treated. The "Sealed* Prayer Books" of 
the Act of Uniformity were exemplified nnder the second Seal of 
Charles II, 1662. We have nothing special to say about the third 
Seal of Charles II, and, as to the fourth, only that it would have 
been stolen from Lord Chancellor Finch in the night of February 6th, 
1677, if the wary Keeper had not had it safe under his pillow. The 
next Great Seal, that of James II, was really lost for a few days, by 
the king himself secretly dropping it into the Thames, between West-
minster and Lambeth, December 10th, 1688, by way, as he hoped, of 
embarrassing the Government—a most unkingly act. The Seal was 
drawn up a few days after in a fisherman's net. It will be remembered 
that for mere sordid greed of gain the first Seal of George III was stolen 
on March 24th, 1784, and never recovered. Mr. Wyon tells a story how 
Lord Eldon, in his anxiety to preserve the fourth Great Seal of George 
III, on the occasion of a fire one night at Encombe, ran out and hurriedly 
interred it in a flower bed, and in the morning could not remember where 
he had hidden it. The united efforts of the whole family probing and 
digging for the treasure the next day, were eventually successful. 

Of the Seals of William and Mary, William, and the first Seal of Anne, 
we need only say that they are little more than repetitions of Seals that 
have gone before. The second Seal of Anne is, in a way, the opening of a 
new style of treatment—that of allegory—really a development of the 
caryatides which first appear as supports to the canopy of the throne in 
the first Great Seal of Charles I. That this has had a fatal effect upon 
the artistic character of the Great Seals we may take any example of 
the Seals of the Georges up to the fifth and last Seal of George III, in 
which, for some unexplained reason, the title " supremum caput" again 
appears, after two hundred and fifty years of disuse, to be convincing 
proof. 

To realize how wide the difference is between the mediceval and the 
modern, and what a descent we have made since 1360, we may contrast 
the best of the Gothic, the Bretigny Seal, with the fourth Seal of George 
III. On turning from the wonderful propriety and monumental dignity 
of the one, it is rather startling to see in the other, Minerva, Justice, 
Britannia, Religion, and Hercules with his ponderous figure and rude and 
scanty garb, all grouped about the throne like permanent officials. 

With the faint and feeble indications of the re-birth of Gothic, which 
appear on the last Seal of George III in 1815, and in which the 
equestrian picture of the monarch becomes the obverse instead of the 
reverse, we again enter upon a new order of things. But our business 
is with the past, and not with tho present, and the latest of the great 
Seals do not particularly concern us. When the proper time comes no 
doubt some antiquary of the future will carry on the history of the ever-
lengthening series, and perchance some critic will criticise ; but both 
must acknowledge the great debt that is owing to the brothers Wyon, not 
only for the quantity of historical information they have brought together, 
and so orderly set forth, but also for the illustrations, which will certainly 
remain as faithful witnesses long after the originals themselves have 
perished. 
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Son, for the Authors, and published by them at 20, Cockspur Street, London, 
MDCCCLXXXVII . 

We have on a former occasion called attention to the forthcoming 
appearance of this work, and we are now able to speak more fully of it, 
and we may at once congratulate the authors on the completion of what 
must have been a very heavy labour. The intention has been, as we 
gather from the preface, to provide a text book on ancient sepulchral 
monuments, from the earliest period to the end of the eighteenth 
century. This is comprehensive enough to satisfy the most exacting, and 
he must be hard, indeed, to please who can find nothing to his taste 
between an Egyptian obelisk and a simple eighteenth century head stone, 
between ' ' a pillar " such as Jacob may have " set upon her grave," and 
a stone with the little bit of family history such as modern restorers to 
their deep shame have been, and still are doing their best to wipe out of 
so many of our churches and churchyards. 

In this work the authors give us between six and seven hundred 
examples, drawn for the most part to a uniform scale of an inch to the 
foot, with details, where necessary, a quarter of the real size. A full 
descriptive index sufficiently supplies the place of letterpress, and a 
certain arrangement in groups gives every facility for reference, while a 
long list of books consulted shows that the authors have gone to work 
with much earnestness of purpose: in addition is added an index of 
names of places ; this is convenient for the identification of the subjects 
that are illustrated. 

In a work of this nature we think that the authors have done well to 
give us examples of obelisks and other memorials of the early periods, 
not so much because we wish to see them reproduced as monuments of 
Christian men and women in our grave-yards, as that it is desirable that 
the persons who we trust will make use of the book, should have the 
whole course of monumental art laid clearly open before them. There is 
much in the sternness and simplicity of the great Egyptian granite 
records, whether sepulchral or " monumental," that " marblers " and 
stone-workers ought to study; the contemplation of such things has a 
purifying influence, and, though we do not say that the coped Egyptian 
sarcophagus, that forms the subject of Plate 5, is suitable for reproduc-
tion, its correct proportions and the propriety of its simple decorations 
indicate how essential these qualities are. We cannot help thinking that 
a few practical observations addressed viva voce to a workman in the 
presence of a monument of this kind is of ten times more value for his 
teaching than any quantity of " templates " cut out in zinc from the full-
sized details of an architect, however "eminent," i.e. fashionable. It is 
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thus only that the matter may be practically driven home to the mind of 
an ordinary man, just as in a country school geography might, perhaps 
•with advantage, begin at the village stream's actual side instead of in the 
school-room, where the child may possibly be only mystified by a map of 
the sources of Missippi and Missouri. So, in truth, might we find 
sermons in stones and books in the running brooks. 

Again, what an advantage to a workman to stand before Greek 
sculpture, such as Plates 7 and 8 illustrate, and to have their surpassing 
grace and feeling intelligently pointed out to him ! The multiplication of 
casts of the best of the ancient examples of sculpture and their cheapness 
have now placed these things within easy reach, but it is not enough to 
hang them up upon the wall of a workshop or studio ; their beauties 
must be frequently expounded, their value insisted upon, and portions 
copied by the men in clay or stone with minute accuracy. Thus much 
for the advantages which workmen may have in large towns. As to those 
in out-of-the-way country districts their case is certainly hard, their 
opportunities for study are very slender, and perhaps we expect too 
much from them. But we are willing to hope that the book now 
under our notice may find its way into the hands of many a country 
sculptor or monument mason, and do great good in the way we have 
indicated, and not only by encouraging and fostering an appreciation for 
the highest forms of sculpture, but by reviving and forwarding a taste 
for memorials of a period much nearer our own time, namely, for the 
eighteenth century standing stones, which are within the reach of every 
purse and harmonize so well with the country church. There is nothing 
obtrusive or offensive in them, and we are glad to see that Mr. 
Weatherley has given us many drawings from original examples of 
monuments which, until quite lately, have come to be utterly despised— 
we may thank the " Gothic " movement for this—and freely taken for 
churchyard paths, domestic paving stones, and even baser uses. We 
may well open our eyes with astonishment when we see these local stone 
records, with their pretty shaped tops and simple legends, discarded and 
dishonoured to make way for the miserable semi-circular-headed gilt 
slates, the big aggressive Bath stone slabs, and, worst of all, the Gothic 
cross translated by rude hands from the pattern book of the advertiser. 

That the work before us is calculated to do much good was exemplified 
only a few days ago, when, happening to see a local mason setting up in 
the churchyard a Bath stone monument of the usual ungainly round-
headed type, we called him in and went through the book with him page 
by page, pointing out how the art which he practised as a trade had 
gradually grown and was now degraded in sad ugly forms and tasteless 
inscriptions. It was like lifting a veil and revealing a new world to the 
man. He had merely used his father's patterns and had not ventured to 
vary them, nor had it occurred to him to glance at the old monuments 
among which he so often planted a new one. From the book we returned 
to the churchyard, and he now quickly recognized the good qualities in 
the stones he had so long passed unheeded by. In fact the man's eyes 
had been opened; like most people he could see a thing when it was 
pointed out, and we can assure the authors that at least one district has 
been already leavened by the influence of their labours. 

The current of our observations has carried us somewhat forward 
chronologically, and although there is a wide field for study in the illustra-
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tions of Roman sepulchral memorials, we must now almost disregard them, 
merely noticing the beauty and intelligibility of the inscriptions, and 
dwelling for a moment upon the well-known sarcophagus in the Vatican 
of Cornelius Scipio Barbatus, (Plate 20), and the early Christian sarcophagi 
at Aries (Plate 25), of which Mr. Weatherley gives admirable drawings. 
In the same way we need only speak generally of the profusion of drawings 
of early Scotch, Manx, and Irish crosses. So many examples are given 
of these memorials that the book acquires a distinct archaeological 
value. The representations of knotwork ornaments, with their be-
wildering intricacy, that has tried the patience, the eyes, and possibly 
the temper of so many draughtsmen, seems to have been here an easy 
work, for the complex patterns are unfolded with the utmost clearness 
and skill. We have noticed in modem reproductions of such crosses in 
stone that the imitation is only partial, that is to say, a bit is taken from 
a memorial of one period, and a bit from another of an earlier or a later 
time, and the decoration of a cross is thus built up. Sometimes the 
symbolical details, partly pagan and partly Christian, are also copied, 
and at the best we get but a strange meaningless jumble. There is yet 
so much to be learnt about the details of these ancient monuments, 
that for the present, at least, it is to be hoped they will not be repro-
duced, save under the guidance of antiquaries who have made a searching 
study of them. Besides this, many of them are far from beautiful; but 
they are interesting as illustrating the gradual growth of monumental 
art, and religious belief, and we conclude that it is for this reason that so 
many examples of them are given in the book. But we specially except 
the noble cross at Tuam (Plate 51), that at Gosforth (Plate 60), and 
that at Oransay (Plate 63), which are dignified, and monumental in the 
highest sense, irrespective of their decorations. 

On Plate 68 we have an illustration of a slightly coped late thirteenth 
century grave slab, with an incised cross upon it, and at the foot is a 
small upright stone, with a cross on both sides, from the interesting little 
Early English church of Strixton, Northamptonshire. This is supposed to 
be an original arrangement, but we think it very doubtful that the ancient 
workmen, having laid down a monument six feet long, of which the only 
decoration was a cross reaching from end to end of the slab, should 
emphasize the point by adding a small stone similarly ornamented, only 
1 ft. 9 in. high, placed at the foot and not at the head, and quite 
structurally free from the larger memorial. 

Of French crosses we have some capital examples (Plates 72, 3, 4,) 
cutting the delicate details of their sharp outlines against the sky, and 
reminding us, for the. thousandth time, how much we have lost in 
England by the destruction of the crosses. Of the very few remaining, 
that at Somerby in Lincolnshire is an admirable instance (Plate 75). 

The well-known monument of the unworthy Ethelmarus is the subject 
of Plate 78. The authors have ventured on a conjectural restoration of 
the upper part of the canopy. The same process was attempted by the 
late Mr. Jewitt, in a woodcut at p. 88 of Miss Hartshorne's attractive 
book, " Enshrined Hearts," and it is interesting to compare the two 
works. We think the memorial is not of a kind that is suitable for 
reproduction, but Mr. Weatherley's restoration seems more likely than 
that of Mr. Jewitt, felicitous as his hand usually was. 

We notice among the English tombs the very good monument of Mary 
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and Hugh de Bohun, in Westminster Abbey, and some altar tombs from 
Argyleshire, more peculiar than beautiful. Of fifteenth century churchyard 
tombs we have two examples, with their sides panelled with heavy 
quatrefoils. Precisely similar monuments may be seen in the church-
yards at Thrapstone, Northamptonshire; Newland, Gloucestershire, and 
Fenny Bentley, Derbyshire. The Newland example supports the rare effigy 
of a Forester—Junk Wyrall, the inscription being just below the upper 
slab as in the tomb from Bushden, which we have in the book before us. 
The plaster tomb on Plate 85 is an interesting example of a monument in 
a material of a perishable nature, but the design is good and effective, and 
reminds us that we should like to see some attempt made to produce 
tombs in terra cotta, or very slightly glazed in dull earthy tints, like 
those excellent examples at Layer Marney, Essex, which are of the 
school of Torregiano. We suppose nobody is likely to reproduce anything 
like the fragile monument of Archbishop Walter de Grey, beautiful though 
it is. When we saw it a few years ago, it seemed in a crumbling state, 
not so much from age and want of care, as from the faulty nature of the 
construction and design. 

Among the choicest monuments in the book is that of John of Eltham, 
in Westminster Abbey, who died in 1334. This is an admirable example 
of a specially English memorial, and Mr. Weatherley has given us the 
canopy from Dart, so that we have the whole thing complete. It 
is evidently a work of the same school as the Brian and Despencer 
monuments at Tewkesbury, though a little earlier. Like them it is 
somewhat liney and wirey, and cannot compare with the memorial of 
Edward II at Gloucester. Apart from the interest of the row of royal 
relatives who stand less as "weepers " in the niches round the tomb 
than as high-born men and women, friends of the dead man, in the 
costume of the time, we have the principal figure in a most interesting 
military costume, and carved in pure white English alabaster. We take 
it to be the earliest example of the use of the material for an effigy in 
England, and it seems that alabaster of this kind was not worked out 
until about the middle of the fifteenth century. Then the sculptors had 
to fall back upon the beds of a baser sort, namely, the seamed or veined 
alabaster, such as was used so freely in the Elizabethan and Jacobean 
age, and in fact, until the coming of Nicholas Stone, who always used 
marble. Unfortunately alabaster is so easy to work, and we suppose 
so cheap, that it has in our day again found favour, the result being 
that we are constantly offended by the modern use of a very ugly 
material that disfigures the east ends of countless old churches ; and in 
the very places of all others where one desires to have quiet and har-
mony, we are affronted by reredoses with the mouldings and details of 
their canopies broken up by coarse dark seams, and the unrest still 
further accentuated by stained and blotched saints and angels. How 
these things do vex the soul! 

In strong contrast to English monuments are the Italian ones, of which 
several examples are given. That of Cardinal G. di Brugo, died 1282, 
(Plate 92) has, perhaps, the greatest interest for us, because it exhibits 
precisely the same detail of mosaic, twisted columns, &c., as the lower 
part of the shrine of the Confessor and the tomb of Henry III, which we 
owe respectively to " Petrus Bomanus Civis," and another Roman 
citizen. The drawing is admirably handled. A series of early Scottish 
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head-stones and grave slabs carries us by degrees out of the knot-work 
period into that of the twelfth and thirteenth century memorials of this 
character, and very beautiful and tempting subjects some of them are. 
It is impossible to dwell upon any in detail, for the large number given 
are drawn from all parts of England and Scotland, as well as from France, 
Italy, Spain, and Germany. More seductive still is the series of incised 
and sculptured slabs. The examples from Italy of ecclesiastics, civilians, 
and warriors, would alone require a chapter to themselves but time and 
space suffer us to do no more now than call attention to the book in a 
very general way. 

Some capital examples of Italian heraldry, sculptured figures from 
Germany, and a multitude of charming little heraldic and memorial 
tablets follow in succession up to Plates 144 and 145, which give 
examples of Garter Plates from Windsor. More tablets and monuments 
of all kinds of the sixteenth and seventeenth century succeed, chiefly from 
England and Italy, and they include some very appropriate examples of 
the despised mural monuments, which have suffered so unjustly at the 
hands of modern church restorers, and which we have in our day been 
accustomed to see relegated to the uttermost corners, or huddled 
together on the dim walls of belfreys—just as if the course of history 
may be suspended at the bidding of a committee of local wiseacres! We 
could dwell upon this series for hours—many a modern sculptor could be 
worse employed—but we may not tarry now, but pass on to the seven 
plates of great tombs with recumbent effigies from Rome (Plates 169-175) 
Shortly afterwards we find ourselves face to face with a drawing of that 
stately and remarkable monument to Sir Robert Dormer at WiDg, 1552. 

Effigies have been done,—and brasses have been done, ad nauseam—, 
will anyone ever unfold for us the history of the English monuments of 
the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries ? What a book it would make ! 

The well-known and rather florid monument of Sir Anthony Browne, at 
Battle, and a few others of the same time bring us finally to the 
eighteenth century head-stones to which we have already alluded. 
Some good examples of churchyard tombs of the same period are also 
given. We do not look upon these with much favour as memorials 
suitable for reproduction, on account of the great space they take up in 
churchyards, though the older ones certainly have their merits. On the 
other hand, we see much that is picturesque in the modern memorials 
which the authors oddly call " grave inscription boards,"— 

Their name, their years, spelt by th' unletter'd muse, 
The place of fame and elegy supply. 

We remember a village carpenter telling us that they endure long after 
the persons they commemorate are forgotten, they really last for about 
a hundred years, and then falling to pieces are found convenient for 
lighting the vestry fire. Such is honour in a country churchyard! 

Our space is running out, and we have said enough to indicate what a 
mine of information the book is, not only for sculptors and stonemasons, 
for whom it is primarily intended, but also for artists and antiquaries, 
who ought to be grateful for it. It remains to add that the style and 
execution of the work leave nothing to be desired. Both paper, print-
ing, and binding are excellent, and it is a relief to be free from the 
hideous " deckle " edges and rough-grained paper, that in some un-
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accountable way have taken possession of the public taste. As to the 
plates themselves, with some experience in drawings of this kind, we are 
free to say that they could not be better. Mr. Weatherley is gifted with 
a touch at once delicate and firm, such as no amount of teaching or 
perseverance can supply ; many people can draw, but very few can dr aw 
even tolerably, and we may well be thankful that the delineation of 
Ancient Sepulchral Monuments has fallen under a hand which brings 
with it the magic touch that makes a draughtsman an artist. 

RECORDS A N D R E C O R D S E A R C H I N G : A G U I D E TO T H E G E N E A L O G I S T 
A N D T O P O G R A P H E R . — B y WALTER R T E , 8VO., L o n d o n 1 8 8 8 . 

Mr. Eye who is well known in his own County (Norfolk) and beyond 
its limits, as an eminent antiquary and assiduous student of records, 
notwithstanding the claims of his own arduous profession (the law) on 
his time, shews in this work that he is not unmindful of the tyro who 
wishes to enter the field of historical research, and much needs counsel 
in following its thorny paths. Yet we fear none but the most resolute 
will have the courage, even under Mr. Rye's careful guidance, to attempt 
a tithe of what he has done. The mere outline, as given in his pages, 
of the original authorities which must be dealt with by any genealogical 
or topographical enquirer, who really means to do honest work, and not 
merely to " concoct" a pedigree or parish history, by the aid of paste and 
scissors, from already printed authorities, is sufficient to deter most of 
us. We incline to think that like the poet, the " delver in antiquity " 
muet be born with the taste. Speaking from some little experience in 
records, we should say (though Mr. Rye does not we think touch on it) 
that the first sight of a mediaeval document, especially in Norman French, 
gives the aspiring student a sensation of his utter hoplessness to deal 
with it. 

The directions for compiling a pedigree honestly, with judicious 
warnings to avoid trading genealogists and all their ways, are excellent. 
Not less so are those for writing parochial history, which we are pleased 
to see Mr. Rye rates higher than the mere family history of obscure 
persons, which can have no general interest. 

Mr. Rye's book in short deserves careful study from beginning to end, 
including his most excellent index, which contains many valuable 
references to subjects not dealt with at length in his work, and as far as 
practical directions can go, the enquirer cannot be at a loss in making a 
beginning. What his success may be on following these, will no doubt 
greatly depend on himself. Let him observe the golden rule " one thing 
at a time," and as Mr. Rye counsels, let his notes be full superfliia non 
nocent, and if he is of the right sort, he may by degrees attain some part 
of the extensive and profound knowledge of all our Records possessed by 
the author. We can tell him from our own experience that this is not 
to be gained by " leaps and bounds." 

G E N E A L O G Y O F T H E P E P Y S F A M I L Y 1 2 7 3 - 1 8 8 7 . — C o m p i l e d B y WALTBB 
COURTENAY PEPYS, late Lieutenant 60th Rifles, Barrister at Law, Lincolns Inn. 
London : George Bell and Sons, York Street, Covent Garden, 1887. .1 

This work cannot be regarded as a Family History. Indeed the 
author modestly disclaims for it that character, and describes it as a 
collection which may be useful to any member of the family who may be 
curious to know who his forefathers were. 
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Mr. Pepys commences his work with an investigation of the usage of 
arms by his ancestors, from which it appears that no grant of arms to the 
family of Pepys is upon record in the Heralds' College. This is not 
surprising for the registration of grants earlier than the 16th century are 
not numerous, and we might conclude that the arms were borne by 
prescription were it not shewn by the genealogical notes aud the wills 
printed, that previous to the 16th century the family held no higher 
grade than yeomen. It appears, however, that at the Heralds' 
Visitation of Norfolk in 1563 the arms now used were allowed to 
Thomas Pepys of Southcreke in that county. 

Short sketches of members of the family are introduced which shew 
the progress and growth of the family from small beginnings to positions 
of trust and responsibility, without being reckoned as distinguished. 
But, subsequently, we are presented with brief memoirs of men of the 
latter class, arranged in chronological order, the first among whom was 
Richard Pepys, who, from being one of the Barons of the Exchequer in 
England was in 1655 advanced to be Lord Chief Justice of the 
Upper Bench in Ireland, which office he held until his death in 1658. 

The next in order of time was our old acquaintance, Samuel Pepys, the 
Secretary to the Admiralty, who, though not so high in rank and 
dignity as his kinsmen, the ahle Lord Chancellor of England, the Earl of 
Cottenham, and the Bishop of "Worcester, was not inferior to either of 
them in honesty, zeal, diligence, and ability, or in the services he 
rendered to his country in very critical times. The naive simplicity of 
his famous Diary, not written for any human eye but his own, in which, 
cLay by day he records the inmost secrets of his heart, charms every 
reader. And it is very remarkable that, notwithstanding the arduous 
and responsible character of his office, and the constant diligence and 
skill he displayed in its duties, he could yet find time to join in the 
frivolities, and, to some extent, in dissipation of the age in which he 
lived. Nevertheless, he was, in his way, a good man, and a liberal 
supporter of the Charities in and about London ; and a munificent 
patron of literature, art, and science, and died greatly respected. 

Several other eminent men of the name are noticed, but we must pass 
them by. 

Although it would appear from the title page that the genealogy of 
the family extends from the thirteenth century to 1887, there is no 
pedigree earlier than the beginning of the sixteenth, which is disappoint-
ing. Possibly the persons mentioned in the notes of an earlier date may 
have been of the same family, though there is no evidence to shew it. 

There are several pedigrees. Two of them are printed from the 
Heralds' Visitations, and those compiled by Mr. Pepys himself have 
evidently been carefully and conscientiously prepared. 

HENRY VIII A N D THE ENGLISH MONASTERIES. An attempt to illustrate 
the history of their suppression.—By FRANCIS AIDAN GASQUET, Monk of the 
Order of St. Benedict, sometime Prior of St. Gregory's Monastery, Downside, 
Bath. Vol. 1. Third edition. London : John Hodges, 1888. 

It is impossible from the short time this very interesting and valuable 
volume has been in our hands to do it justice. Every page teems with 
information relative to that most eventful period of the history of our 
country and of the Church of England covered by Father Gasquet's 
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work. Much has been written upon the subject, but very little that is 
trustworthy. The question has been approached from opposite points of 
view, the result of which has been that the writers, respectively, have 
been able to see only one side of the question, and that a very narrow 
one, the result of which has been that historic truth has been distorted. 
We see nothing to choose between the contending parties. Prejudice 
has ruled them both, and it is refreshing to read Father Gasquet's calm 
and dispassionate statements of facts which it is impossible to controvert, 
as they are based upon unquestionable evidence. His researches have 
been very extensive and especially among the State Papers of the period, 
from which chiefly, by careful and judicial examination, can the real facts 
be ascertained. 

Father Gasquet points out the causes which led up to, and rendered 
possible, the disastrous spoliation from which we still suffer, and the 
tyrannical and barbarous cruelties perpetrated. First the awful scourge of 
the Black Death, in the middle of the fourteenth century, swept away 
fuH one half of the population. The whole state of society had thereby 
become disorganized. The social bond which bound together the different 
grades had, through the decay of the feudal system, been broken. Lords 
of Manors could no longer exercise authority over their servile tenants, 
or obtain from them the services which they owed to the land. Nor did 
the Lords require such services, because, from the want of labourers, the 
arable land had reverted to pasture or prairie, to the grievous impoverish-
ment of all classes of the community. The clergy suffered from the 
sickness equally with, if not more severely than, the laity. Father 
Gasquet states that " i n the little town of Bodmin more than 1500 
[persons] were buried in a few months," and we may add that in the 
Augustinian Priory there the Prior and all the Canons, save two, fell 
victims to this terrible pestilence, and this was a case by no means 
singular. Before the country had quite recovered from this affliction 
another calamity arose in the Wars of the Roses, in which again a great 
loss of life occurred and the ancient nobility were almost entirely 
annihilated, removing the restraint upon the Crown which they exercised, 
whereby the King became practically absolutely supreme. Such was the 
state of the country on its conquest by the Earl of Richmond, and 
though peace was restored by that event matters were not much mend'ed 
under the new regime. 

The condition of the country as regards the Clergy is very frankly 
stated in a sermon preached by Dean Colet in 1512, cited by Father 
Gasquet (pp. 25 to 27), to which we must refer our readers. He shews 
that the secular clergy of all grades were more disorganised than the 
regular, for there is nothing in the Bishops' Visitations of those Houses 
they were permitted to visit to shew there was any lack of moral dis-
cipline in the latter. The former, however, our author states, " were ill-
suited to cope with the forces of revolution, to oalm the restless spirit of 
the age, or resist the rising tide of novelties. Their very character was, 
in itself, out of joint with the time." The ground was thus prepared for 
revolutionary schemes. Poverty and discontent form the soil suitable 
for the growth of heresy and sedition, and in those days agitators arose, 
as in our own they arise, to sow the baneful seed, and, pretending a love 
for the poor and ignorant, by misrepresentation and exaggeration excite 
their cupidity. , « 
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"With the exception of the alien Priories, which for reasons of State had 
from time to time been suspended by divers sovereigns, and, ultimately, 
altogether suppressed, their possessions being transferred to other re-
ligious uses, and two other small communities, for sufficient reasons, with 
the licence of the Pope, in the reign of Henry VII, the great Cardinal 
Wolsey was the originator of the wholesale plunder of the Religious 
Houses in England in the time of Henry VIII . The career of this 
remarkable man, his insatiable ambition, his rapid rise and success, his 
unscrupulous conduct, and his sudden fall, are too well known to need 
further remark here. 

In 1523 Wolsey conceived a design to rival other distinguished 
churchmen by founding a college at Oxford. The examples of Waynfleet 
and Wykeham, and then recently Bishop Fisher at Cambridge moved him, 
and to enable him to carry out this scheme he sought the Pope's licence 
to dissolve certain small Monasteries to provide the necessary funds. 
The pope was very unwilling to assent· to this proposal, but after a while 
was constrained to give way to the persistent demands and threats of the 
powerful Cardinal, and many religious houses and parish churches were 
destroyed to attain this object, and to build the magnificent palaces 
which he erected. 

Now come upon the stage the despicable and unscrupulous agents 
which Wolsey selected to carry out his nefarious designs. The chief 
among these were Dr. Allen his chaplain, Thomas Cromwell, or Crum-
well as Father Gasquet writes his name, and one John Ap Rice. Of the 
character of Cromwell we shall learn more as we proceed. Mr. Brewer 
writes of him " i t is enough to say that even at this early period of his 
career his accessibility to bribes and presents in the disposal of monastic 
leases was notorious. These men were the vile tools with which Wolsey 
accomplished his work. They were commissioned to visit the religious 
houses throughout the country, in the course of which, by their rude and 
insolent behaviour and threats, they terrified the poor monks and nuns 
and extorted from them very large sums of money and carried away their 
plate and other valuables. Loud out-cries reached the King's ears of the 
exactions and peculations of Wolsey's officers, in which the name of 
Cromwell was most frequently mentioned, and more than once the King 
had to express to Wolsey his grave displeasure at the conduct of a man 
who soon afterwards was destined to occupy the highest place in his 
favour." 

At this time the King accepted Wolsey's excuses and continued to aid 
him in carrying out his ambitious designs. This, however, was, probably, 
rather for the furtherance of his own objects than the Cardinal's interest. 
In 1528 the question of the divorce was at its height and the Cardinal's 
assistance was thought indispensable, and though he, unquestionably, 
exerted himself to the utmost of his power to further the King's 
unhallowed desires, the case failed. The King, who had never been 
thwarted in his life, attributed the unsuccessful issue to Wolsey's 
apathy, insincerity, or mismanagement. Anne Boleyn and her friends, 
who had been very sanguine of success, were greatly enraged and 
determined to use every means in their power to ruin the Cardinal, in 
which they succeeded. 

By what means Cromwell succeeded, on the M l of his master, in 
ingratiating himself into the King's favour it is impossible to say. 
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Henry knew the character of the man perfectly well, and no doubt saw 
in him one who was likely to be a useful instrument in his hands. 
Something more, however, was needed to alter the King's known con-
tempt and distrust into immediate reliance on his services, and to 
establish a secret understanding between them. The career of this man 
is sufficiently well known. His advance in rank and authority was 
lapid, his power as unlimited as his corruption and cruelty during eight 
years, when he justly died on the scaffold unpitied and unlamented by 
all. The author's account of the proceedings taken in 1533 against 
Elizabeth Barten (the Holy Maid of Kent) and her supposed supporters, 
and the abominable practices of Cromwell and his satellites therein, are 
of great interest, but we must pass over it referring to Father Gasquet's 
pages. 

In the following year the King had taken Anne Boleyn publicly as his 
Queen, and Cranmer, who had been appointed by the Pope Archbishop 
of Canterbury in succession to Warham, pronounced sentence that the 
King's marriage with Katherine was nul from the beginning, and that 
that with Anne was valid, which sentence the Pope immediately reversed. 
This rendered an entire breach with Rome inevitable, and parliament 
was constrained to pass an act cutting off all communication with the 
Pope and transferring jurisdiction in all things ecclesiastical from him to 
the King, and it was also declared that neither Archbishop or Bishop 
should have power to visit religious houses, and that the management of 
all things concerning them should be left to the King, and such as he 
should appoint. This was the first step towards their ultimate destruc-
tion. Moreover, it was enacted that any remarks adverse to Cranmer's 
sentence concerning the King's marriages should be deemed misprision of 
treason. 

Having obtained this authority the King determined to proceed 
sternly against the religious Orders. The secular clergy could be more 
easily dealt with, and, to some extent, had been already silenced by the 
Bishops, but the regulars were more independent, and especially the 
Friars, for neither personally nor corporately did they possess any pro-
perty which they valued, and they feared not death. They were 
the popular preachers of the age, and had with effect denounced the divorce 
and the King's contemplated marriage with Anne Boleyn, and were 
greatly beloved by all classes of people. This was especially the case in 
regard to the Franciscans, whose lives were devoted to the poor. The 
Order of the Observant Friars, a reformed branch of the Order of St. 
Francis, introduced into England in the latter part of the fifteenth 
century, were conspicuous for the courage and zeal with which they 
supported the cause of Queen Katherine. There was a House of this 
Order at Greenwich. In 1513 King Henry himself had written more 
than once to the Pope in their favour in terms of the most deep and 
devoted affection, declaring that he found it impossible to describe their 
merits as they deserved. This is the Order which Henry and Cromwell 
determined first to bring into subjection. The plan was first to corrupt 
some of their brethren to act as spies among them and report to Cromwell 
any unguarded words they might hear in their confidential conversation. 
A lay brother was bribed to undertake this treacherous office. Certain 
conversations were reported, probably with additions, and Cromwell's 
agents were sent among them to try to convince them by argument, to 
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cajole them, or threaten them, but all to no purpose. They remained 
faithful. They had not committed any crime which rendered them 
amenable to the law. The narrative of their trials is so full of exciting 
incidents that it is impossible to relate them here. They were stedfast 
in their refusal to admit the King's supremacy, and he was so incensed 
against them that he suppressed their house and carted the inmates off to 
prison, where they were subjected to torture and the most revolting 
treatment. One Father Forest, a D.D., who had been the Queen's 
Confessor, was burnt at Smithfleld in the most barbarous and revolting 
manner. 

The next house taken in hand by Cromwell was the Charterhouse in 
London. The Carthusians, unlike the Franciscan observants, had not 
taken any part in the conflict which was disturbing the nation. There 
was not any offence which could be laid to their charge, nevertheless their 
general influence, at this time very considerable, owing to the exceptional 
sanctity of their lives, was adverse to the King's revolt from the Holy 
See, more especially as both he and his ministers must have known that 
it was impossible to rely on the unbiassed judgment of his subjects to 
support his peculiar views of lawful and unlawful matrimony. 

According to Maurice Chauncy, one of the few religious of this house 
who had been seduced from his allegiance by Cromwell's agents, and 
who afterwards bitterly repented his treachery, all the community were 
leading the most holy lives, vieing with each other in the fervour of 
their devotion. The Prior at this time was John Houghton, and Chauncy, 
in his description of the Convent, gives a glowing account of the 
Superior's personal holiness, and of the entire unselfishness and brotherly 
love with which he governed the house. 

In April Legh and Bedyll visited the Convent to obtain the signatures 
of the brethren to the Oath of Succession. They first saw the Prior who 
to all their arguments replied that " i t pertained not to his vocation and 
calling, nor to that of his subjects to meddle in or discuss the King's 
business, neither could they nor ought they to do so, and that it did not 
concern him whom the King wished to divorce or marry, so long as he 
was not asked for any opinion. The Visitors were not satisfied and 
insisted upon meeting the brethren in chapter. In the presence of his 
brethren he was obliged to speak more plainly. " He said he could not 
understand how it was possible that a marriage ratified by the Church, 
and so long unquestioned should now be undone, to which the whole 
convent adhered. The Prior and Humphrey Middlemore the procura 
tor, were therefore committed to the dungeons in the Tower where they 
suffered much from the pestiferous atmosphere and absolute want of food, 
until, at last, they finally yielded—nevertheless the most cruel persecution 
pursued them and soon afterwards they won their crowns at Tyburn 
where they suffered as traitors. 

In the year 1535 Henry commenced his attack upon the lesser monas-
teries. Royal Commissioners, of whom Layton and Leigh were two, 
were hurried through the northern counties to prepare the briefs upon 
which all the monasteries were to be condemned by parliament. The 
reports of these men were eminently satisfactory to their employers. It 
is impossible, from the rapidity of their proceedings, but they could have 
made any investigation as to the character of of the inmates of the 
houses they visited, for their reports show that within a fortnight they 
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visited, and reported upon, eighty-eight monasteries, and everywhere 
found every description of vice which their foul imaginations could 
conceive. Neither the monks nor the nuns were angels, and possibly, 
in consequence of the unsettled state of the Church, discipline had become 
relaxed, but that gross immorality to any extent prevailed is contradicted 
by the latest Episcopal Visitations, and it is evident that the King and 
his Creatures did not find them so black as they desired. The parliament 
to which the granting away the property of the Church was consigned 
was carefully packed, nevertheless it was not so servile as was expected. 
The King himself brought down the Bill into the House of Commons, 
and generously " bade them to look upon it and weigh it in conscience." 
And on Wednesday next he will be there again to hear their minds. 
That this proceeding, which in our day would be deemed most unconsti-
tutional, is a fact, is proved beyond a doubt, by the preamble of the act- it-
self. Whether the parliament believed any part of the vile stories that 
were reported by Layton and Leigh and declared by the King to be 
within his own knowledge, we shall, perhaps, never with certainty know. 
The King himself, however, was no fool, and was perfectly well acquainted 
with the character of the men whom Cromwell had employed. The 
parliament, however, does not appear to have been so compliant as was 
expected. Sir Henry Spelman says—"It is true they gave them (the 
lesser monasteries) to him, but so unwillingly (as I have heard) that 
when the bill had stuck long in the lower house, and could get no 
passage, he commanded the Commons to attend him in the forenoon in 
his gallery, where he let them wait until late in the afternoon, and then, 
coming out of his chamber, walking a turn or two among them and 
looking angrily on them, first on one side and then on the other, at last, 
I hear (saith he) that my bill will not pass, but I will have it pass, or I 
will have some of your heads, and without either rhetoric or persuasion 
returned to his chambers. Enough was said, the bill passed, and all was 
given to him as he desired." 

The popularity of Father Gasquet's work is most remarkable. The 
exhaustion of two editions of the first volume of a work of this class, 
and the issue of a large proportion of the third Edition, (which we are 
informed is the case), before the second volume is out of the press, is, we 
think, unprecedented. W e rejoice at this fact, for we trust that the 
learning, care, and impartial moderation displayed by the author will 
have a tendency to remove, at least, some portion of that unreasoning 
prejudice which exists with regard to the circumstances attending this 
period of our history. We shall look forward with great interest to the 
issue of the second volume. 
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EXCAVATIONS IN CRANBORNE CHASE, NEAR RUSH1I0RE. By LIEUT-
ENANT GENERAL PITT-RIVEKS, D.C.L., F.R.S., P.S.A., P.H.S., F.Z.S., See. P r i n t e d 
privately, 1887. 

"Archaeology, or the science of things that are old," embraces "says 
Dr. Anderson," the systematic knowledge of the forms, dimensions, 
composition, associations, and geographical distribution of the objects 
which it studies. This knowledge, which is precise in its nature, and is 
derived from examination and comparision of the objects themselves, 
forms the groundwork of the science. It is purely the product of 
observation, and there neither is, nor can be, anything of a speculative 
or hypothetical nature included in it. Upon this groundwork of exact 
knowledge there may bo raised a superstructure of conclusions, &c." 1 

All archaeologists are anxious to obtain this systematic knowledge, 
and know that the pick and the spade are two most potent instruments 
for its acquisition, but it is not every archaeologist who possesses the 
patience and the power for noting and recording minute details, which 
are requisite for the successful exploration of the monuments of the past. 
In the skilful hands of a St. John Hope, the pick and the spade have 
revealed the lost plans of monasteries that have almost perished : 
directed by a Clayton, and a Bruce, they have added enormously to our 
knowledge of the Roman occupation of this island : under the guidance of 
an Anderson or Greenwell and a Pitt-Rivers they have unlocked the 
secrets of prehistoric ages. So successful, so fascinating have been the 
results, that danger arises ; persons rush into the field of archaiological 
exploration before they know what they are looking for, or what to 
observe, or how to wield pick and spade ! We are afraid too many look 
merely to getting something that can be exhibited to a learned society or 
placed on the shelves of a museum, and do not observe or note with 
sufficient care the circumstances of their find: it has always been a load 
upon our conscience, that while attending the meeting of the Institute at 
Bedford, an enthusiastic excavator opened a ring barrow in our native 
county by the light of a moderator lamp : he found and broke, (at any 
rate he did not get them out whole) several fine urns, but record of their 
positions, he kept none, and whether they were inverted or not, we have 
never been able to ascertain: the fragments of the urns are now in a 
museum, but we have never had the courage, as yet, to put in print the 
history of the find. Strange to say, the excavator in this case was not 
without experience, but it had been gained in the exploration of Roman 

1 " Scotland in Early Christian Times," p. 1. 
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camps, which, is coarser work than the investigation of prehistoric remains; 
still, even in the following up the walls of a ruined Roman or mediaeval 
building, it is quite possible for the careless, hasty or inexperienced 
observer to ignore much that should be noted and recorded. Some of 
the older antiquaries have erred in this way : valuable as have been the 
explorations of Sir Richard Colt Hoare in the barrows of Wiltshire, he 
omitted to record many small details, which the present race of scientific 
excavators justly reckon as of the highest importance : it even pays 
to re-open barrows which Sir Richard considered he had exhausted. 

The fact is no one should take to excavating unless he has served an 
apprenticeship under some experienced and competent hand. Failing 
that, he must gather up from books what wrinkles he can. No grammar 
of the art of excavation exists, but an attentive perusal of Greenwell 
and Rolleston's British Barrows or of the noble work now before us will 
teach him much, both as to how to excavate and what to look for. It 
is quite possible, however, that the conscientious archaeologist may rise 
from the perusal of general Pitt-Rivers' book with a firm determination 
not to dig at all, in sheer despair of being able to imitate the general's 
admirable system of doing business. Few men have the time for the 
perpetual supervision ; . few men have the means necessary for the 
organising and training of a staff of assistants and excavators. Fewer 
men still have the luck to come into estates where large tracts retain 
their original forest character, and have never felt the plough-share. 
The general says (rightly enough) that a year is not at all too much to 
devote to the examination of a single British village, and that one can-
not intrude for that length of time on another man's property, however 
willing he may be. We can only say that we rose from the perusal of 
the record of the general's excavations with a feeling of blank despair 
anent our own little scratchings, and had almost determined never again 
to touch pick or spade. 

There was once a Fellow of the Royal and Antiquarian Societies, 
named Lane-Fox, a colonel in the army, who attained fame for his 
accuracy in archaeological and in anthropological pursuits, and from whom 
much was hoped. But he disappeared from the scene ; under the will of 
the second Baron Rivers on the death of the sixth Baron Rivers in 1880, 
he became Pitt-Rivers. By the course of promotion in his profession 
he became a lieutenant-general, retired, and, in his own words, 
" determined to devote the remaining portion of my life chiefly to 
an examination of the antiquities on my own property." This pro-
perty lies within Cranborne Chase, which was disfranchised in 1830 
and the deer destroyed. The continuance down to so late a date of this 
Chase and the somewhat barbarous rights and privileges belonging {to it 
had tended to keep the district included in the Chase in the same state 
as it was in at the time, say, of the Roman invasion. Its soil, too, is 
mainly chalk, and thus the conditions have been favourable for the 
preservation of antiquities, whether earthworks or otherwise. Indeed, a 
drive through the country around the general's seat at Rushmore suggests 
many pregnant ideas to the visitor from other counties. One seems to 
see the original forest scenery, the scrub and jungle, which the Romans 
must have seen in England ; and the broad margins of turf bordering 
the roads recall the mediaeval direction to cut back the scrub to a certain 
distance from the roads, lest lurking bandits surprise the unwary 
traveller. 
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The volume before us is an imperial quarto of about 250 pages of 
letterpress, and contains in addition seventy-four large maps of the 
district and plates of the objects found, drawn with the utmost 
minuteness of accuracy, by the general's able staff of assistants. It 
records his excavations in the Romano-British village on "Woodcuts 
Common, and Romano-British Antiquities in Rushmore Park. A large 
map shows the position of these places, Rushmore itself being in Wilts, 
and Woodcuts Common in Dorset. The Romano-British village on 
Woodcuts Common was first brought under the notice of archaeologists 
in this journal (vol. xxiv. p. 168), by ihe late Mr. John H. Austen, 
formerly vicar of Tollard Royal; he made some excavatior s in the site of 
the village, and found some relics, which have unfortunately been since 
lost, without drawings having been made of them. He failed to find 
any human remains, or to discover the ninety-five pits, and the hypo-
causts which the general has revealed, and does not appear to have had 
any idea of the extent of the area covered by the village ; but he should 
have full credit for what he did, his means and opportunities were 
probably scanty ; they certainly were so compared wiih the ten skilled 
labourers the general had employed in excavating for nine months and 
the three skilled assistants he had employed in recording the finds of the 
period. Very little trace of the village was visible on the surface of the 
downs, when the general commenced the attack ; but the friendly chalk 
that gives birth to the veil of grass and mould preserves within its 
bosom, as no other soil does, ditches and pits and hearths and wells in 
such a condition that an expert can readily ascertain their profile as well 
as their plan, and can even with more or less accuracy restore them to 
their original condition. The village was found to cover a very con-
siderable area, and to have been enclosed by a ditch and rampart, while 
ditches and ramparts divided its interior into quarters, which have been 
named the central quarter, the north-western quarter, the north-east, the 
east, the south etc. A fosseway runs north and south through the 
village, and there is also an entrance on the eastern side. The superior 
richness of the relics found in the north-west quarter proves that it was 
the wealthiest and fashionable quarter. This quarter appears to have 
been an addition to the original village made at a late period, when 
Roman civilisation had completely established itself: the main ditch and 
ranpart were then extended so as to include this quarter in their circuit, 
while the old main ditch and rampart became an internal division, 
and was more or less levelled and done away with : the eastern out-
quarters were also modified at the same date : the village thus assumed 
a lop-sided shape with regard to the fosseway running north and south 
through it, more being to the westward of the fosseway than the eastward, 
whereas the original shape probably approximated to a circle lying 
equally on each side of the fosseway. 

Two wells were discovered, and were cleared out to their original 
depth, in one case of 132 feet, in the other of 188: the relics found 
prove these wells to have been filled in after the period of Roman 
occupation of the village, but probably during Roman times, as 
there is an absence of relics of later date. The general shows by a 
comparison of the depths at which water is now found in the neighbour-
hood, that water in early times was to be found at a higher level than in 
these days: this is a remarkable corroboration of Mr. Proctor's theory 
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that the earth is gradually drying up, and that it will ultimately become 
a mere shrivelled cinder. It appears certain that the deeper of the two 
Roman wells once reached water, as the remains of a Roman bucket was 
found in it : it is not certain that the other ever did ; experienced well-
sinkers declared it to be an unfinished shaft, abandoned for some 
reason or other ; neither shaft now reaches the water-level. 

Four hypocausts were also found, of which plans and sections are 
given. They are rude compared with the more elaborate ones found 
with Roman villas in England and elsewhere. They occur, oddly 
enough, not in the wealthy north-west quarter, but in the outskirts of 
the village in the south-east quarter, where there are two ; while one is 
in the north-east, and another far away completely outside the village to 
the north-east. They lack the vast pillar-supported vaults, which serve 
as under crofts and heating chambers to Roman buildings and villas 
elsewhere, at Chesters on the Great Barrier of Hadrian, for instance ; 
indeed, we rather fail to see what buildings these hypocausts were 
intended to warm, and would suggest they were cooking places on a large 
scale. They are not unlike the camp kitchens now in use when troops 
are encamped.' This would account for their position on the outskirts 
of the village in the poorer quarters. The whole subject of hypocausts 
wants attention from some competent archaeologist. They could not 
have worked without a tremendous draft, to secure which a lofty 
chimney must have been necessary; yet we cannot recollect any trace of 
chimney having been found. Water must have been scarce on Wood-
cuts Common even in Romano-British days, and we can hardly fancy 
that these hypocausts were connected with baths. Had they been for 
that purpose, they would have occurred in the wealthy and luxurious 
uorili-east quarter. 

The most interesting speculations are raised by the skeletons which 
the general found 111 his exploration of the village : they give the very 
unexpected result that the inhabitants were a remarkably short race, the 
average height of the males being but five feet two inches, and of the 
females four feet ten inches. The general comes to the conclusion that 
these people were a tribe of Durotriges, partially mixed with Belgae, and 
perhaps with the Romans. Accurate sketches are given of all the skulls 
found, and their dimensions are most carefully tabulated; the systems on 
which the measurements have been taken are carefully explained, and 
engravings to scale given of the instruments used for that purpose. 
Equal care has been taken with the bones of the inferior animals: this 
portion of the book forms a useful grammar of osteology; and the 
measurements are all taken with a view to the comparison of the parts 
and fragments of bones most frequently found in archaeological excava-
tions. Elaborate tables show the proportions in which the various 
animals, domesticated and others, were used for food in the village: the 
order is as follows—ox, sheep, pig, horse, dog, roe, red deer. Some may 
be surprised to learn that the dachshund was an inhabitant of the village. 
The relic table, showing the relics, human, animal and vegetable, found 
in each locality of the village are most carefully and elaborately compiled, 
while the assistance of experts of eminence has been widely sought by 
the general, and freely acknowledged. These tables, taken with the 
plates of drawings of the relics, and the letter-press description accom-
panying them, form a complete guide to Romano-British relics. Two 
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of the curious objects known as hippo-sandals were found in the village 
and are engraved. The general in a foot note collects all the authorities 
on liippo-sandals, and discusses their possible or probable use. Professor 
Fleming has expressed a very strong opinion that they never could have 
been used for shoeing either horse or ox, but that they were skids. The 
general points out that they may have been used for shoeing the end 
of a pole, and to this opinion we long adhered, but we recently sub-
mitted a hippo-scandal found lately in Westmoreland to some veterinary 
surgeons of high eminence, who unhesitatingly pronounced it a horse 
shoe. We are now inclined to believe that everybody is right, and it is 
probable that under the term " hippo-sandals," objects somewhat similar 
in appearance, but intended for different purposes, have got included, 
horse shoes, skids, and even lamp-holders. 

We part from this valuable volume with reluctance. General Pitt-
Rivers has deserved well of his country, his investigations throw great 
light upon a very obscure problem, the condition and mode of life of the 
Romanised Briton, outside of the large garrisoned cities. At this 
problem the general still works : the volume before us is numbered I : 
we therefore hope that others may be in the womb of the future. But 
we own to a feeling of despair as we peruse volume I. When we carry 
back our mind to Woodcuts Common, and what we saw there—the marks 
inserted to show where every relic, every coin was found; and 
recollect the maps and models and relics in the general's museum at 
Farnham—-" simply the most perfect thing ever seen," was the verdict of 
a competent, most competent, authority who went the round with the 
Institute—the questions rise to our lips, " who is there who dare venture 
to try and imitate General Pitt-Rivers 1 who is there who can"? A great 
society might;—the Society of Antiquaries, if it would rise to the level 
of its position ;—an individual can hardly be found. 

A N A C C O U N T O F T H E T H R E E A N C I E N T C R O S S S H A F T S , T H E F O N T 
A N D S T . B E R T R A M ' S S H R I N E A T I L A M . B y t h e REV. G . F . BROWNE, 
B.D., F.S.A. London, Geo. Bell and Sons. 1888. 

In the Penny Magazine of our childhood—or was it the Saturday 
Magazine?—there was a grim and gruesome engraving of a gigantic 
basket-work man all in a glow of flame. Round him were the Druids, 
while his interior was replete with their miserable victims, whose 
heads, and legs, and arms protruded in agony through the inter-
stices of the wickerwork. In this sort of monster Professor Browne 
has ,the courage to say in Archceologia, vol. 50, p. 293, that he 
believes; and in the Archceologia and in the tract now before us he 
endeavours to prove the existence of basket-work men on the famous 
stones at Checkley and at Ilam, in Staffordshire. He puts his case very 
fairly ; that is, he gives three illustrations printed from gelatine plates pro-
duced from photographic negatives. These give, as the Professor 
observes, " reproductions of twelve separate photographs, without any 
attempt at alteration or improvement." He gives also two plates pro-
duced by photographing outlined rubbings of the stones, to a scale of 
about one in twelve, and then transferring the outlines on to stone." 
These he describes as " lithographic facsimiles of the various patterns on 
the stones, as interpreted to the best of the writer's ability." We are 
particular in describing these two plates, because outlining rubbings is 
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somewhat dangerous in the hand of archaeologists less conscientious and 
cool than Professor Browne; enthusiasm may warp the judgment and 
misguide the hand. We have known very great authorities differ, 
honestly, as to what they saw on one and the same stone ; and the 
unpractised decipherer of early stone work will see, on comparing the 
results of the two processes just mentioned, that much room exists for 
difference of opinion. No tradition exists as to the meaning of the Ilam 
crosses, and the Professor endeavours to connect them with the grave of 
St. Bertram, whose shrine, an altar tomb pierced with quatrefoils, stands 
on the original grave cover belonging to the saint. Two of them he 
supposes to have originally marked the head and foot of St. Bertram's 
grave, while the third marked the centre of the consecrated cemetery, at 
a time when no church existed. The Professor's arguments are ingenious, 
but involve a good deal of supposition and make believe. 

St. Bertram, by the way, is a somewhat puzzling saint. He is not be 
found in the Acta Sanctorum. Mr. Browne identifies him with Saint 
Bertellon, a saint closely connected with Staffordshire, who eventually 
retired into the desert places among the mountains near that county and 
died there. 

The font at Ilam has six curious carved panels on it, only one of 
which can be read with certainty. It represents the Agnus Dei with a 
bird perched on the top of the cross, a rare but not unique instance. In 
two of the other panels monsters swallowing or disgorging human heads 
are represented. The other three panels represent human figures, and 
are thought by our writer to refer to the sacraments of matrimony and 
baptism. 

It remains to say that the vicar of Ilam, the Eev. Gray Granville, has 
been at the expense of publishing this tract, and all archaeologists are 
indebted to him, though they may not all agree with all the views 
advanced by Professor Browne. 

WESTMORLAND CHURCH NOTES being the Heraldry, Epitaphs and other 
Inscriptions in the thirty-two Ancient Parish Churches and Churchyards of that 
County. Collected and arranged by EDWARD BELLASIS, Lancaster Herald, 
volume I. T. Wilson, Highgate, Kendal. Octavo pages, ix, 281. 

This is the first half of a very important work, which Lancaster 
Herald has carried out with most painstaking accuracy, and to which he 
has prefixed a pithy and witty preface. It would be waste of time to 
comment upon the value of such work as Mr. Bellasis has done, similar 
work should be done for every county, and the sooner it is set about 
the better. The natural destruction of monumental inscriptions from 
atmospheric causes is, after a certain date, very rapid : for a time after 
their erection, fond relatives paint them and tend them, then the relatives 
die, and the frost gets into the lettering, where the weathering of the 
neglected paint permits: once the frost is in behind the lettering the 
stone is done for ; its whole surface gradually scales off, and the inscrip-
tion is deposited in a little heap of sand at the foot of the monument. 
In churchyards now in use this process may be seen in every stage : in a 
town churchyard that has been closed some thirty years, the bulk of the 
memorials, unless of very hard stone, will be in the final stage, the 
lettering almost gone, and the monument itself looking like a well 
sucked piece of dirty sugar. Thirty years from the erection of 
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a monument will see out two generations of relatives of the subject 
of the monument : the third generation has generally moved off to a 
distance, and neglects the periodical painting : then the memorial 
perishes unrecorded, unless it belongs to some one, who is grand and great 
enough to procure its embalment in a county history. Mr. Bellasis well 
observes in his preface that if a selection of monumental inscriptions for 
inscription has to be made, " the monuments of magnates should be the 
first to go by the board. Nevertheless these last are probably already 
known, whereas the obscurer folk, as often as not, will be hereafter 
perversely wanted, as being the more difficult to trace. There is 
illustration enough of this in the protracted investigation over the hazy 
ancestry of General Washington." 

But if the weather destroys monumental inscriptions in churchyards, 
other causes operate in churches. Organs and pews block and cover 
many up, and tile floors are responsible for the destruction of many a 
valuable monumental record. 

vox,. XLV 



J j l c tkes of JU-dv<Mloc)ii:;tl ^«blixations. 

THE HISTORY OP THE OLD PARISH CHURCH OF ALL SAINTS, W A K E -
FIELD, now the Cathedral Church of the Diocese of Wakefield. By JOHN 
W. WALKEK, F.S.A., M.R.C.S., Eng., L.R.P.C., Lond. ; Wakefield, W. H. 
Milnes, 1888. 

It is no uncommon thing for a church to have a proved continuous 
story from the time of the Great Survey downwards. It seems, indeed, 
becoming loss unusual every day ; and, as fresh knowledge is brought 
to bear upon buildings in which the antiquaries of the last century 
said there was Saxon, because they saw Norman, and in other places 
where they suspected neither, wo are frequently able to find both, be-
cause we know how to look for them. That we can do this is owing 
to the teaching of Professor Willis, who showed us with rare skill and 
vividness how cathedrals and churches grew, notable—as the elder 
members of the Institute will recall—at Winchester, York, Ely, Glou-
cester, and Sherborne. It is now some years since Professor Willis 
passed from us, and it is satisfactory to feel that the lustre which he 
shed upon the pursuit of architectural history has not faded, but that 
the study of which he was so eminently a teacher, is attracting more 
attention at the present day than it ever did. 

By the happy force of circumstances Wakefield has now become the 
seat of a bishop, and its fine church takes its place among the cathe-
drals of the coxmtry. It is, therefore, a fitting time for its history to 
bo laid open. W o shall see in running through the book what sort of 
history that is, particularly how its church grew from small beginnings, 
and incidentally, though not least in interest, how large is the chapter 
that has been added in our own day. 

A chronological table of items concerning tho church is a good 
opening to a history which necessarily has such details dispersed 
through the book in its series of fourteen sections; we shall dwell 
rather upon those portions which treat of the fabric, though, no doubt, 
in a book of this kind we shall be tempted to wander off a little into 
other sections not strictly architectural. 

Eirst, then, we have Section I., the History of the Patronage, of which 
we need only say that, as all men are not learned clerks, the transla-
tions given side by side with the original documents will be convenient 
aids to a great many persons. W o catch sight of an interesting docu-
ment, " T h e Ordination of the Church of Wakefield," in 1349, and 
passing over Section II., " Tho Rectory and Rectors," we come to 
Section III. , " on the Growth of tho Eabric of All Saints Church, 
Wakefield, A.D. 1100, to A.D. 1530." This chapter is from the hand of 
Mr. J. T. Micklethwaite, than whom no one is better qualified to write 
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it, both from the attention he has paid to this subject generally, and 
the special opportunities he had from 1864 to 1874, of seeing this 
church put through the process of restoration. W e get a set of seven 
plans, showing the seven ages of the ehurch—we are not aware that 
any perfervid students have as yet claimed any mysticism here in this 
number, and we do not remember that we ever saw so interesting a 
set of illustrations, and in which the growth of a church can be so 
clearly traced: tho book is worth having for the sake of this chapter 
alone. It appears that the first church comes " o u t of the darkness 
of the past." This is far enough back for us, much further, for 
instance, than the time to which a correspondent once alluded, from 
whom we had asked for information as to his pedigree, when he 
sent his father's name and address, and added " beyond this all 
is dark." From the darkness, however, the first Wakefield Church 
soon emerges. Two churches are mentioned in Domesday " in 
Wakefield with nine Berewicks." Mr. Walker appropriates one 
to Sandal, and one to Wakefield, and Mr. Micklethwaite very 
rightly considers that there can scarcely be a doubt that the church 
mentioned in Domesday stood where Wakefield Cathedral now stands. 
This brings us upon the ground, but no detail of this period can bo 
claimed to show the first stage of the church's growth. It was 
rebuilt about 1100 in the then usual form of a simple cross with a 
central tower and without aisles, and there is, fortunately, just enough 
evidence left to indicate that it was an aisleless cross. Fig. 1 shows this 
church, and it so happens that the principal evidence upon which the 
first plan rests continues in all the other plans, through evil report and 
good report, and remains to the present day. This feature is a block of 
masonry, in the south-west corner of the south chapel, containing the 
remains of a stair which was exposed during the work of restoration 
by Sir GL G. Scott. W e should have rather liked to have heard a little 
about tho detail of this stair, whether it was in concrete upon 
" lagging," or in stone upon concrete, or with single steps bridging 
over the width of the passage. 

The next step was the addition of an aisle, with an arcade on the 
north side, of which some of the bases and shafts still remain. From 
these we gather that the addition was made about the middle of the 
twelfth century. Figure 2 gives this plan. About 1220 a south 
arcade was set up (Figure 3), with pillars alternately round and 
octagonal. All these remain save, as in the case of the north aisle, the 
westernmost one. At the beginning of the fourteenth century in all 
probability the central Norman tower fell, a common accident in the 
middle ages, or was obliged to be taken down for the same reasons, 
namely, faultiness of construction,—an outer skin of fair stone filled 
with rubble or bad concrete, and hazardous tamperings with its 
supports. Speaking of parish churches, Mr. Micklethwaite shows why, 
when they tumbled or had to be taken down, they were usually re-
built at the west end ; in short western towers in parish churches were 
the outcome of faulty central ones. There must, however, at Wake-
field have been a great " conquassatio,"—such as took place at Dun-
stable when the two towers suddenly fell in 1221,—because at the 
beginning of the fourteenth century a complete and simultaneous re-
building seems to have taken place. The way in which the older 
pillars and bases have been made use of is very curious and instruc-
t ive; the same kind of treatment used to be apparent at Irthling-
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borough. A new chancel was also built and tho aisles widened and made 
higher, and as much of the church as was finished consecrated in 1329. 
Figure 4 shows these changes. It seems probable that the Black 
Death of 1349 prevented the building of the tower. This does not 
appear to have arisen until tho first quarter of tho fifteenth century, 
and then it was planted about ten feet from the west end of tho church. 
The evidence of the way in which it was joined on to, and so to speak, 
woven into the nave are as interesting as any of the chapters of the 
church's development. Figures 5 and 6 give these successive stages 
of the plan. 

The erection of tho Perpendicular tower, and the buildings which it 
brought in its train, was only the beginning of greater works in that 
style. Among these are tho nave clerestory, and, principally, the 
great works at the oast end. "We now finally lose the three arms of 
the cross to the east end which have endured in tho plan through all 
the changes, and in their place we got a noble chancel with a cleres-
tory and side chapels running right through to tho east. (Fig. 7). 
All this seems to have been completed about 1475, and this is the 
church with its painted glass, screens, fittings, mural paintings, and 
furniture—of the remnants of which tho book before us tolls us 
so much in Section Y—which Leland saw in the course of the 
" Laboriouse Journey and Serche" which he made between 1537 and 
1547. From this time onward the story of tho church is to bo read in 
written records as well as in tho fabric itself, and as we intimated at 
first, not the least important chapter is the one which the nineteenth 
century men have added. 

Section No. IY . deals with tho origin and history of tho five known 
chantries. Tho way in which tho foundation of the Pilkington chantry 
by Sir John Pilkington in 1475, at the altar of the Blessed Virgin, 
came, on the motion of Sir Lyon Pilkington, to be transformed into 
the apportioned burying place of this ancient family two hundred years 
later, is curious. The Indenture sets forth that none of the parishioners 
should " Interrupt or disturb the said S1' Lyon Pilkington or his heirs 
in the quiet enjoyment of the same for a Dormitory or burying place 
for him and his heires." It is a good example of the ecclesiastical 
feeling of a time when the rights of the living in the church wore 
everywhere set aside by the claims of the dead. 

The changes consequent upon the Reformation, the church furniture 
of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, and the communion plate 
form the highly interesting subjects of section YI . For instance, we 
find that there was an actual image of " A l l Hal lows" in 1521 and 
1535 ; we get tho cost of the fine Jacobean screen,—with the propor-
tions of a mediaeval one, like that of a somewhat later date at 
Monnington in Herefordshire,—which was grafted upon tho lower 
part of the very late fifteenth century screen, and wo notice that 
the homily desk, set up in accordance with the eightieth Canon, 
still remains. But it is invidious to pick out items from this 
part of the history which appears to bo so very fully and carefully 
done. Certainly from the Reformation to our own day (until the recent 
restoration), the history of Wakefield Church has been a long and 
shocking story of "ac t s of disfigurement and spoliation," and we 
are therefore the more indebted to men like Mr. Walker, who can in 
imagination piece the shattered fragments together and draw from 
them such interesting and continuous history of architecture in all its 
changes and art in all its branches. 
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The remainder of the book—Sections V I I . - X I V . — i s well filled with 
matter relating to the late history of the church with which we cannot 
here attempt to deal, further than to speak with full commendation 
of the way in which the restorations have been carried out. But we 
make bold to say that the final chapter of the church's history, namely, 
the book before us, is a worthy finish to the long human record of 
Wakefield Cathedral. There are some useful illustrations besides 
those we have alluded to, and we may not omit to mention a most con-
scientious and copious Index of thirty-three pages. As a sort of pen-
dant to this—we say it with surprise—we find a list of less than a hun-
dred original subscribers ! But in so forward a place as Wakefield no 
doubt the book will soon bo out of print. 

THE DESCENT, NAME AND ARMS OF BORLASE, of Borlase in the County of 
Cornwall. London : G. Bell and Sons. Exeter : William Pollard and Co. 

This is a continuous history in more senses than one;—for it is not 
clearly divided into chapters—of a well known and ancient family. The 
author shows that the name was originally Taillefer, but the tradition 
that there was a grant of the lordship of Borlase by Rufus to a 
Taillefer has been finally set aside, as was to be expected, by a curious 
discovery made by Mr. G-reenstreet. Thus the first Taillefer in Corn-
wall mentioned in the Rolls is Wiliam Talevar in the 3rd of John. 
W e get an interesting and suggestive enquiry into the identity of early 
Taillefers of Angouleme, and the course of the history of the family 
brings about the consideration of the Taillefer arms, and the way in 
which an early fourteenth century French heraldic rebus forming the 
" armes parlantes" of Taillefer—like those of Martel, Ferrers, 
Trumpington, &c., grew into the very different bearing of a Cornish 
family at the end of tho fifteenth. 

In tho latter part of tho thirteenth century we find William Frank 
Taillefer of Borlas Frank Taillefer, "w i th whom tho pedigree which 
is capable of absolute documentary proof commences." This is 
brought down through the main line and its branches with much full-
ness and interest, and in the course of the descent the author is 
fortunate in having had " t h o record of a trial extending over a period 
oi no less than six generations, which establishes beyond question the 
paternity in each successive step of the pedigree." The rising in Corn-
wall in 1483, against Richard, of which not much is known, is touched 
upon, and the effects of the second or Flammock Rebellion, which 
ended at Blackheath in 1497, on the ownership of land in the county 
is shown to have been startling. Thomas Burlace and Richard Burlas 
took part in these troubles and suffered—the one by the loss of his 
lands and the other, as it appears, by that of his head. 

Passing on in the history wo come to Sir William Burlace, a friend 
of Bon Jonson. H o painted a portrait of " r a r e Bon," who in 
acknowledging it, says :— 

' ' A poet hath no more than black and white, 
Nor has he flattering colours or false light. 
Yet when of friendship I would draw the face, 
Aletter'd mind and a large heart would place 
To all posterity, I would write Burlace." 

H e founded a Grammar School at Great Marlow in 1624, where he 
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had estates bought by his father John. The school has lately been 
resuscitated under the new scheme adopted by the Commissioners ; the 
original buildings remain. 

The Author gives an illustration of a pretty gold jewel of the " High 
Borlace " a Tory Club once famous in Oxford and which appropriately 
held its convivial meetings at the King's Head. Whether this was 
founded by the Sir John Borlase who died in 1688 is uncertain. Some 
have even disputed tho family origin of the name, the earliest notice 
we got of it is in 1733. " The Calves' Head Club " with very different 
sentiments was flourishing at this time, and so was the Jacobite 
" Cycle," but little is known of their proceedings. 

The Borlases of Treludderowe, in the parish of Newlyn East form 
the subjects of a long account. This is made the more interesting 
by the part taken by two Sir John Borlases in the Civil Wars and in 
service in Ireland. The Borlases of Surrey, and of different places in 
Cornwall are severally and well treated of. Among tho latter we meet 
with a lady—in tradition—who emerges every Christmas morning from 
a cave at Pendeen with a white rose in her mouth. This is possibly a 
reminiscence of the wars of tho Roses when land changed hands as 
often as men their political principles, and the white rose was as fre-
quently supplanted by the red flower. Some good lists of bequests 
and inventories are scattered through tho book ; tho inventory of all 
the goods of " J o h n Burlace, of Pendeen," 1664, is a very good list 
of tho contents of a gentleman's house of the time. He seems to have 
possessed no glass or stone ware, but plenty of pewter, and wooden 
trenchers. There is a curious account of John Borlase, of Pendeen, 
beating Erancis St. Aubyn with his staff in the high pew of Madron 
church in full service in 1709. Both being members of Parliament, 
St. Aubyn petitioned tho house for leave to prosecute the offender. 
A good account of Dr. Borlase, the Cornish historian, brings the 
book to an end. This appeared in the Quarterly Review, from the pen 
of the author in 1874 ; it is very properly reprinted here and forms an 
appropriate ending to a work of no common interest, concerning a 
family whoso importance is sufficiently attested by the complete 
pedigree which must have formed no slight part of the labour which 
the book has involved. 

THE RINGER'S GUIDE TO THE CHURCH BELLS OF DEVON. By CHARLES 
PEARSON. <M.A. Exeter : W. Pollard and Co., North Street, 1888. London : Bell 
and Sons. 

Although this little book only purports to be " a Ghiide to Devon 
Bells," it will appeal to a large circle outside that favoured county. 
The author gives a list of the works on bolls that he has consulted, but 
they do not form a tythe of the literature that has within the last forty 
years sprung up on the subject. This is now so extensive that for 
everyone who wishes to have some useful practical information in a 
handy form, the difficulty is what book to choose among so many. 
The names of Acland-Troyte, Wigram, and Snowdon, occur to us as 
useful works on change-ringing, and Mr. Pearson has also written, 
" H o w to Learn Change-Ringing without an Instructor." W e mention 
this to show that ho is entirely competent to speak upon the matter, 
and wo need only speak of some of tho subjects of which tho book 
before us treats to indicate what is its scope and aim. 
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The origin and history of bells, their inscriptions and baptism, and 
the growth of the medieval peal are all subjects with which ringers 
would do well to make themselves acquainted. The ancient bells in 
country towers are more likely to be respected if they can be recog-
nised by the persons who ring them as interesting objects, either for 
their antiquity or their fine workmanship. Our experience tells us 
that no member of the community is more ready to value his ancient 
church and its attributes—when their value or interest is pointed out 
to him—than the village artizan or labouring man. These are not the 
people who have turned the gravestones of village forefathers out of 
countless old churches to make room for Minton's tiles, denudated 
the walls, swept away the old seats, or sold the ancient church plate to 
replace it with objects that make one shudder to think of : such dis-
tinctions have been claimed with good title by the parsons and church-
wardens who were the trustees of these national antiquities. 

Not less desirable information for the general ringer is that upon 
the shape and composition of bells, their method of hanging, and how 
to prevent their being cracked. Methods of ringing, ringing as a 
pastime, change-ringing, and belfry management, are some of the 
numerous subjects that are treated of in a plain and pleasant manner 
that should make the book acceptable to the people. There is also a 
good deal about foreign bells, showing, for instance, what the Russian 
and the Belgian can do, and showing also the superiority of the 
English bells over all others. 
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