
C U R R E N T A R C H A E O L O G Y . 

EXCAVATIONS AT W A V E R L E Y A B B E Y IN 1 9 0 1 . 

The work at Waverley Abbey last season commenced 
in May and continued without interruption until the 
middle of December, with results far more interesting 
and satisfactory than had been anticipated. Much time 
was spent in filling in and levelling the excavations of 
previous seasons. This work, both expensive and 
uninteresting, was a necessary condition made by the 
owner before further excavations were permitted. Later, 
the rest of the church was examined, the foundations of 
the pulpitum and portions belonging to the monks' 
stalls being amongst the discoveries. The most 
important work has, however, been to the west of that 
portion of the cellarium which is still in evidence. 
Here the foundations of the lay brothers' Infirmary 
hall, measuring roughly 94 feet by 41 feet, were 
unearthed with the bases of the pillars of the north and 
south arcades in situ and for the most part in an excellent 
state of preservation. Other portions of this block of 
buildings, including the kitchen, were also excavated. 
Next season should see an end to the work here, provided 
sufficient labourers are obtainable and funds are forth-
coming. At present there is a serious deficit in the 
fund, and any contribution will be gladly received and 
acknowledged on behalf of the Surrey Archaeological 
Society by the Rev. T. S. Cooper, M.A., F.S.A., of 
Holmbury, Eastbourne. 

L E W E S P R I O R Y . 

The excavations lately made here to the east of the 
dorter range, in the area enclosed on the north by the 
railway cutting and on the east by the boundary wall of 
the monastic precinct, have resulted in the discovery of 
the farmery hall and a chapel which probably served as 
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the farmery chapel. The hall occupies the southern and 
western part of the excavated area, and is a rectangular 
building having its major axis east and west, divided by 
arcades into a central nave with north and south aisles. 
The entrance was from the west by a central doorway, 
and in the north aisle is a second doorway, from which 
a pentise led to the south door of the chapel. No 
architectural features remain except a plinth and the 
lower parts of pilaster buttresses, and a few courses of 
faced ashlar round the walls; the bases of the piers of 
the arcades are square, of plastered rubble, with wrought 
stone angle dressings. The south wall, having been in 
part a retaining wall of the terrace on which the hall 
stands, has not been so much destroyed by the levelling 
of the site as the rest. The date of the work is the end 
of the twelfth century, and it forms part of the general 
scheme of building which was carried on here as 
elsewhere, by which the first temporary buildings of a 
monastic house were gradually replaced, as time and 
money allowed, by more substantial and permanent 
structures. As first built, the hall seems to have been 
complete in itself, and to have had no smaller chambers 
adjoining it—a chapel it did not need, as one was already 
in existence on another site—but some massive founda-
tions abutting on its eastern wall show that additions 
were made to it, probably at no great interval from its 
first building. 

The chapel, which lies to the north of the hall, and 
between it and the railway cutting, is in several ways 
remarkable. It consists of an aisleless nave, shallow 
north and south transepts with eastern apses, and a 
shallow square-ended chancel, the axis of the building 
being several degrees to the south of that of the hall. 
The masonry details are exceedingly good, and the date 
is about 1130. The chapel has been purposely destroyed 
by undermining and throwing the walls, but owing to 
the depth of soil on the site and the excellence of the 
masonry the lower parts remain in very good condition, 
the stonework being in places as perfect as when it was 
built. The whole chapel has most probably been vaulted, 
the vaulting shafts remaining in the chancel, which with 
the two apses opened towards the west by arches 
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springing from massive semi-circular responds. The 
thickness of the nave Avails, 7 feet, suggests that it was 
covered by a barrel vault, and the same may have been 
the case in the transepts. The west wall of the nave 
has disappeared, and no trace of a western entrance 
remains: but in the south transept is the doorway by 
which the chapel must have been entered from the 
farmery hall, if, as seems probable, it was used as the 
farmery chapel. Immediately to the west of this door-
way is a vice, of which only a few steps are left. There 
have been three altars; that in the northern apse is 
still in good preservation, having lost little but its mensu. 
A small piece of the pavement of glazed tiles remains. 

No other building of importance has been found, but 
parts of a post-suppression house, in which earlier walls 
are incorporated, are to be seen to the north-east of the 
farmery hall. 

The excavations have been carried out by Mr. Michell 
Whitley for the Sussex Archaeological Society. 

C A E R W E X T . 

The work of the year has consisted mainly in the ex-
cavation of the west wing of House II and of the whole 
of a large house, which is numbered YII on the plans, 
and in opening out the north gate and excavating the 
field to the south of it. The gateway had been filled at 
some later period with capitals, corbel stones, and massive 
blocks, doubtless from the ruin of some adjoining building. 
A curious passage or culvert of massive stone slabs leading 
down to the gate has also been uncovered. The field ad-
joining the gate contains several buildings, the excavation 
of which is nearly completed. There is work still to be 
done on the site of the street or road leading through the 
gate, which presents some problems of levels: and the 
outside of the gateway, where the spring of the arch is 
still visible, has yet to be explored. The Committee 
therefore have postponed all detailed report of this portion 
of the work until next year, when it is hoped that the 
completion of the excavations may have provided a 
solution of the difficulties. 
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The two houses (II and VII), of which complete plans 
and detailed reports were presented to the Society of 
Antiquaries on January 16th, were of unusual interest. 
They were both large houses of the courtyard type, but 
they differed from the type commonly found at Silchester, 
in having suites of rooms arranged round all four sides of 
the central court, whereas at Silchester the courtyard 
type of house usually has rooms on three sides only. 
The large house at Caerwent (House III), which was 
described in last year's report, was similar to Nos. II 
and VII, and a question of some interest is now raised : 
Was the Caerwent type of house normally different from 
that of Silchester ? and if so, what were the reasons for 
this difference ? Houses II and VII also showed 
plentiful traces of earlier houses, the walls of which were 
fully visible under the floors of the later ones. So much, 
indeed, was this the case that to a large extent it was 
possible to reconstruct the plans of the earlier houses. 
In House II a large and very interesting hypocaust was 
found in which the pilae, each formed of a single stone, 
actually rested on a tessellated pavement (still intact) of 
the earlier house. This hypocaust was doubly interesting 
owing to the fact that the floor and the overlying 
pavement were still in situ, and afforded a good example 
of the method of supporting the floor. A portion of the 
hypocaust has been removed and re-erected in the 
temporary museum. The other most important features 
in this house were a channelled hypocaust and a series of 
small baths, in one of which the leaden drain-pipe was 
still to be seen as it passed through the wall. In House 
VII, the western side of which was adjacent and parallel 
to the western city wall, another interesting and impor-
tant problem was raised by the discovery of a mound or 
bank between the house and the wall. Whether this 
mound was earlier or later than the city wall cannot yet 
be definitely decided, but it was certainly accompanied 
by an interior road, part of which has been overlaid by 
the walls of the later edition of this house. The mound 
will be further investigated in this year's work. The 
chief features of interest in the house itself were a small 
partially detached building, which may have been a 
shrine, and two rooms (separated no doubt only by a 



1 0 4 CURRENT ARCHAEOLOGY. 104 

curtain when the house was in use) which contained a 
fine tessellated pavement, in which were busts of the 
seasons and figures of animals and of cupids. Careful 
drawings and tracings of this pavement have been made. 
U nderlying this pavement, which was of late and inferior 
workmanship, was another (of the earlier house) con-
structed with far more care as to detail and finish. If 
funds will allow, it is hoped to lift and remove both of 
these this year. In both these rooms the walls were 
standing to a height of nearly 3 feet above the floor level, 
and the plaster on the walls was nearly intact. It was, 
therefore, fortunately possible to recover to a considerable 
extent the colour and design of the wall decoration. On 
one side of the room there were four layers of plaster, and 
it was found possible to recover the colour and design of 
some portions of the decoration of the earlier house, and 
so to compare the earlier and later styles. 

Among the various objects found this year, perhaps 
the most interesting was a small plaque of thin bronze, 
containing in high relief a female head. This may have 
been part of the back of a mirror, or, possibly, an 
ornament from a mirror-case. 

It is hoped to resume work early in this summer ; but 
as the funds raised last year have all been expended, and 
it will be necessary to raise a large sum—at least £300— 
to enable the Committee to complete the excavation of 
the nine acres already in their occupation, the Committee 
therefore earnestly appeal to their subscribers not only to 
continue their subscriptions, but to obtain as many new 
subscribers as possible, and so render it possible to carry 
on this interesting and important work. 

Subscriptions for this year should be sent without 
delay to the Hon. Treasurer, Mr. A. E. Hudd, F.S.A., 
94, Pembroke Road, Clifton, Bristol. 

The detailed report and plans of the work carried out 
in 1900 have already been issued to subscribers. 
Further copies can be bought for 2s. 6d. each. 
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NOTTINGHAM MEETING, 1 9 0 1 . 

In the report of the Meeting published in the December 
Journal, 1901, the date of foundation of the Carthusian 
house of Beau vale is given as 1338, in Lord Hawkes-
bury's Presidential address (p. 451). The correct date, 
as Lord Hawkesbury points out, is 1343. 
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SiLCHESTER. 
The excavations in 1901 were in progress from May to 

November, and resulted in the complete exploration or 
insula xxvii, and of the part of insula xxii left untouched 
from the previous year's work. The results were of 
considerable interest, and fully up to the average of 
former years. 

Of the buildings discovered, those in insula xxii were 
small and unimportant, but in xxvii three houses of 
considerable size were cleared, all on the western side 
of the area, but extending so far across it as to leave 
little room for any but small buildings on the east, and 
in consequence nothing of importance was found on 
that side. 

Of the three houses, that to the north was the largest 
and most important, of the courtyard type, but increased 
to almost double its original size by an additional 
building on the east. It had the usual entrance 
vestibule from the street, with a corridor running north-
wards from it and turning east and then south, with the 
principal group of buildings, the winter rooms, placed at 
the end of its southern arm. They were three in number, 
having mosaic pavements of coarse tesserae with panels 
of finer work; the central room opened southward into 
an apsidal chamber, somewhat more than a semi-circle 
in plan, having a mosaic panel of good design, which has 
been taken up and will be added to the collection in the 
Reading Museum. Two rooms, opening on to the north 
walk of the corridor, were of especial interest, as 
having, sunk in their floors of drab tesserae, a number 
of small earthenware vessels, set with their mouths 
upwards, and containing bones of' birds and of young 
lambs. But perhaps the chief interest of this house 
lies in the evidence of the nature of its construction 
given by the pieces of wood and plaster found in its 
ruins. Part at any rate had been of half-timber work 
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and "wattle and daub" on dwarf walls of masonry. 
The house had been destroyed by fire, and the thick 
plastering in consequence baked into a brick strong 
enough to withstand the attacks of time and weather; 
and many pieces of it were found, stamped with a 
zigzag pattern roughly made with a wooden stamp. 
Cottages may still be seen in the neighbourhood showing 
by their construction their lineal descent from these 
Roman houses. 

The second house was also of the courtyard type, 01 
less importance and perhaps later date than the first. 
It contained a number of winter rooms warmed by 
hypocausts, one of which had pilae of circular bricks, a 
feature hitherto unexampled in the course of the 
excavations. 

The third house, that to the south, was of the 
corridor type, but had been in great measure destroyed, 
and was of inferior interest to the others. 

In the eastern part of the insula no remains of 
importance were found. 

Pits ancl wells were few in number, and nothing of 
more than ordinary interest occurred. Among the most 
noteworthy objects found during the season were : A flue 
tile on which was scratched FECIT TUBUM CLEMENTINUS, 
giving thus the name of the maker and of the object, 
and incidentally another proof that Latin was the 
language of the common craftsmen of Calleva ; part 
of a sculptured stone door-head and of two stone 
finials; a fine pair of iron tyres, f inch thick, which 
must have been shrunk on to their wheels; several 
lead and pewter vessels, including a very fine bucket; 
a few iron tools; and the usual collection of bone, 
bronze, and glass objects. One fragment of white 
glass showed a fish and palm roughly scratched on it, 
a conjunction certainly suggesting a Christian origin. 
Among the coins was one example of a plated British 
coin of a well-known type. 

The results of the season's work were exhibited as 
usual in the rooms of the Society of Antiquaries at 
Burlington House, Alay 30th to June 10th. 

The Committee propose, during the present year, the 
thirteenth season of the work, to excavate the area near 
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the east gate, adjoining the churchyard of the parish 
church of Silchester, to the west of the two square 
temples uncovered in 1890. 

The Honorary Treasurer of the Excavation Fund, 
F. G. Hilton-Price, Esq. (17, Collingham Gardens, 
South Kensington), or the Honorary Secretary, W. H. 
St. John Hope, Esq. (Burlington House, W.), will be 
glad to receive further subscriptions and donations. 
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