
A MONUMENTAL E F F I G Y OF BRIDGET COUNTESS 
OF BEDFORD. 1 

By ALFRED C. FRYER, Ph.D. F.S.A. 

In the Bedford chapel of St. Michael's church, Chenies, 
stands a table-tomb2 holding an effigy3 to Bridget 
countess of Bedford, who died on the 12th of January, 1600. 
This monument was originally placed in the mortuary 
chapel4 built in 1^95 on the north side of the chancel of 
the church of St. Mary at Watford by this countess 
of Bedford as a burial place for the lords of the manor 
of Cashioburj. Her alabaster tomb occupied the most 
conspicuous place in the chapel,5 but was removed recently 
to Chenies and now stands in the middle of the Bedford 

' chapel. The effigy portrays the countess in gown, narrow 
waist-band, bodice with tight-fitting sleeves, small ruffs 
at the wrists, a peeress' ermine-lined mantle with cape 
of the same material fastened at the breast with a jewelled 
brooch composed of five stones, and a thick ruff round the 
neck supported on a stiff band. The head-dress consists 
of a close-fitting cap of pleated muslin which descends 
low on the forehead, covering the ears, and over this is a 
bonnet curved round the sides and surmounted by a gilt 
metal coronet somewhat damaged. The hands are 
raised in prayer, the eyes are wide open, the head6 rests 
on a cushion patterned like that under the bead of the 
first countess of Bedford, while at the feet is a hind and a 
hawthorn-tree which are the crest of the Hussey family.7 

Each side of the tomb is divided into three panels by square 
pilasters of touchstone which are without capitals or 
bases, and in each panel is a shield, painted in colour and 
framed in scroll-work cartouches.8 These shields are 
charged with the arms of the countess and those of her 
three husbands, Sir Richard Morison, knt., Henry earl 
of Rutland, and Francis earl of Bedford, her son Sir 
Charles Morison, knt., her daughter Elizabeth Morison, 

1 Read before the Institute 5th April, 
1916. 

2 The table-tomb (7 ft. by 2 ft . 7 ins. by 
2 ft. 10 ins.) stands on a modem alabaster 
plinth 6 ins. in depth. 

3 5 ft. 8 ins. 
4 This chapel was built on the site of 

the old vestry. 

5 The chapel was formerly known as the 
Morison chapel, but it is now called the 
Essex chapel. 

6 The hands are a restoration. 
7 A mount vert, a hind lodged in front 

of a hawthorn-tree ppr. ducally gorged 
and lined or. 

8 Shield at east end : arms of the counters 
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and her husband Sir William Norreys, knt., her daughter 
Jane Sibilla Morison, and her second husband Arthur 
lord Grey of Wilton, as well as those of her grandson 
Francis second lord Norreys, and his wife lady Bridget 
Vere. 

On either side of the monument are kneeling effigies 
of the countess' two grandsons, Sir Charles Morison, 
knight and baronet, and Francis second lord Norreys. 
These figures kneel upon large cushions with tassels, placed 
on low pedestals,1 and each figure is represented in plate 
armour,2 with head uncovered. One is depicted as 
wearing a pointed beard and the other a moustache ; the 
one with a beard is probably intended for Sir Charles 
Morison and the one with a moustache is believed to 
represent lord Norreys.3 . 

The lady who was commemorated by this monument 
is described in the inscription4 as Bridget countess dowager 
of Bedford, who was 

4 a woman of singular sincerite in religion, in cyvill conversation and 
integritie of life unspotted, in hospitalitie bountiful and provident in 
all her actions descreete and honorable, in great favour with the Prince 
and generally reputed one of the noblest matrons of England for her 
wisdom and judgment' 

and her first husband Sir Richard Morison, 
knt. Morison: or. on chief gu. three 
chaplets of the field; impaling Hussey : 
or, a cross vert. 

North side. 
Shield no. I : arms of the countess and 

her second husband Henry earl of Rutland : 
Manners : or, two bars az. a chief quarterly 
of the last and gu. in the ist and 4th two 
fleurs-de-lis, and in the 2nd and 3rd a lion 
passant guardant, all or : impaling Hussey 
(as above) surmounted by an earl's coronet. 

Shield no. 2 : arms of the countess' 
grandson Francis lord Norreys and his wife 
lady Bridget Vere : Norreys: quarterly 
ar. and gu. the 2nd and 3rd charged with a 
fret or, over all a fesse sable : impaling 
Vere quarterly, gu. and or, in the dexter 
quarter a mullet ar. 

Shield no. 3 : arms of the countess' 
daughter Elizabeth Morison and her 
husband Sir William Norreys: Norreys 
(as above) impaling Morison (as above). 

South side. 
Shield no. 1 : arms of the countess' 

daughter Jane Sibilla Morison and her 
second husband Arthur lord Grey of 
Wilton : Grey Barry of six ar. and az. a 
label of five points gu. impaling Morison 
(as above). 

Shield no. 2 : arms of the countess' son 
Sir Charles Morison and his wife Dorothy 
Clarke, widow of Henry Long: Morison 
(as above) impaling Clarke : ar. on a bend 
gu. between three pellets as many swans 
or, on a sinister canton az. semee of fleur-
de-lis, a demi ram salient or, debruised by 
a bend ar. 

Shield no. 3 : arms of the countess and 
her third husband Francis earl of Bedford: 
Russell: ar. a lion ramp. gu. on a chief sa. 
three escallops of the field, impaling Hussey 
(as above)· 

1 Each pedestal (1 ft. 1 in. by 1 ft. 1 1 ins. 
by 1 ft. 4 ins.) stands on an alabaster plinth 
6 inches in height. 

2 Breast and back plates, taces, thigh-
pieces, jambs, knee-caps, sollerets, shoulder-
pieces, brassarts, vambraces, elbow-cops, 
trunk-hosen, narrow sword-belt, hangers 
and sword on left side, hands raised in 
prayer. 

3 Lord Norreys would be represented 
as the elder of the two grandsons by being 
placed on the countess' right, as he was born 
in 1579, while Sir Charles Morison was 
eight years younger, being born in 1587. 

4 The inscription is on the west end of 
the table-tomb. 
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The epitaph closes with these words :— 
' This noble countess of Bedford living 75 years a most honorable 
reputation died most quietly answerably to her life in perfect sence and 
memorie the 12 of Januarie 1600 in the 43 year of our most gracious 
soveraine Quene Elizabeth.' 

The lady so highly spoken of in this epitaph was the 
daughter of John lord Hussey,1 controller of the royal 
household to Henry VII . In the first year of Henry VI I I 
this nobleman received a royal pardon, apparently for his 
share in the extortions of the late reign. Lands and 
honours were bestowed on him, he took a company of 
340 men to the French war in 15 13 , he was employed on 
several diplomatic missions, he became chief butler of 
England in 1521 , and he was summoned by writ to the 
House of Lords as ' Johannes Hussey de Sleford, chevaler,' 
in 1529. His eldest daughter Bridget was only eleven 
years old when her mother2 was sent to the Tower by 
order of Henry VII I for calling Mary, daughter of queen 
Catherine of Aragon, princess. A year later her father, 
who had also fallen under the king's suspicions, was arrested 
with several others for complicity in the outbreak of the 
Lincolnshire rebellion which preceded the Pilgrimage of 
Grace. A true bill was returned against him at Sleaford3 

and he was tried at Westminster and sentenced to death.4 

Cromwell offered him ' lyffe, landes and goodes' if he 
would furnish particulars of those concerned in the 
rebellion ; but this he could not do, being, he said, ignorant 
of the whole affair. 

Bridget Hussey was married three times. Her first 
husband was Sir Richard Morison5 of Cashiobury, who 
died in 1556. Thus at the age of 31 she was left a widow 
with four children—Charles who was born in 1548, 
Elizabeth who married the son of the first lord Norreys, 
Jane Sibilla who married firstly Edward lord Russell, 
second son of her third husband by his first wife, and secondly 
Arthur lord Grey of Wilton, and Mary who married 
Bartholomew Hales. 

Her first husband, Sir Richard Morison, graduated 
at Oxford and entered the service of Wolsey, but he 

1 See Diet. Nat. Biog. xxviii, 329. 
2 Anne, daughter of George Grey, earl of 

Kent. 
3 12th May, 1537. 

4 His children were restored in blood in 
1563, but his attainder was not reversed. 

5 See Diet. Nat. Biog. xxxix, 60. 
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evidently saw how things were going, quitted the cardinal, 
visited Latimer at Cambridge and went to Italy to study 
Greek. Writing in 1535 to Cromwell, he said he wished 
to do something else than be wretched in Italy. Cromwell, 
who respected Morison's abilities, summoned him home 
and gave him an official appointment. He died very 
rich and he had begun to build the great mansion at 
Cashiobury in Hertfordshire which his son completed. 

Both Henry second earl of Rutland and Francis second 
earl of Bedford are known to have taken part in the debate 
on the Real Presence between Cheke and Watson held in 
the house of Sir Richard Morison, and it is interesting 
to note that both these men became eventually united 
in marriage to Lady Morison, being her second and her 
third husbands. It was five years after the death of 
Sir Richard Morison that she married Henry second earl 
of Rutland. 1 He belonged to the extreme reformed 
party in church matters, and on Mary's accession he was 
at once imprisoned in the Fleet as an adherent of lady 
Jane Grey. 

He soon came to terms, however, with Mary's govern-
ment, and in 1556 he was made an admiral and took part 

•as a general of horse in the French war of 1556. He was 
a favourite of Elizabeth and had a reputation for learning. 
His married life only lasted two years, for in 1563 he died 
of the plague. Bridget, who was now the dowager countess 
of Rutland, again remained a widow for three years, when 
she was united in marriage to her third husband, Francis 
second earl of Bedford.2 His religious -views were protes-
tant, and his name appears with his father's as witnessing 
the deed of 21st June, 1553, by which Edward VI settled 
his crown on lady Jane Grey. Consequently he was 
placed in custody on Mary's accession ; but he escaped to 
Geneva, and when Elizabeth came to the throne he was at 
once sworn a member of the Privy Council and was employed 
on an embassy to Charles IX of France and to Mary queen 
of Scots. He was a kindly man and was godfather to 
Sir Francis Drake, who was named after him. He died 
in 1585 and his wife survived him fifteen years. Two 

1 See Diet. Nat. Biog. xxxvi, 50. of Russell in ' Fraser's Magazine' (1879), 
2 ibid, xlix, 431, and James Anthony reprinted in the fourth series of Short Studies 

Froude's essay on Cheneys and the House on great subjects. 
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years after the death of the earl, the dowager countess 
of Bedford acted as chief mourner representing queen 
Elizabeth at the funeral of Mary queen of Scots, on 
ist August, 1587, in Peterborough cathedral. In the 
account of that ceremony she is called ' the old countis of 
Bedford.' She died in the year 1600 : her executor was 
her grandson Francis second lord Norreys,1 and when 
he erected her monument in the Morison chapel at Watford 
in 1610 he placed kneeling figures of himself and Sir Charles 
Morison, bart. on either side of their grandmother's effigy. 
This lord Norreys gave the timber of twenty oaks to be 
employed in building the Bodleian library at Oxford, and 
in the same year Sir Thomas Bodley began the permanent 
endowment of his library by conferring on it the manor 
of Hindons near Maidenhead, which he purchased of 
Norreys. Two years later Norreys gave to the University 
' Shotouer and those walks about Oxford gratis.'2 In 
1621 he was created viscount Thame and earl of Berkshire 
at the suggestion of Buckingham, who was anxious that 
Norreys' only daughter should marry his friend Edward 

' Wray. He did not long enjoy his new titles, for in a narrow 
passage leading to the House of Lords lord Scrope pushed 
past him. Losing his temper, Berkshire thrust himself-
in front of Scrope. The House was sitting at the time 
and Prince Charles was present. The encounter between 
the two noblemen was brought to the notice of the peers, 
and Berkshire was committed to the Fleet prison. The 
humiliation sank into his soul, and returning to his home at 
Rycote, Oxfordshire, he shot himself with a cross-bow and 
died on 29th January, 1632, twenty-two years after he had 
erected his grandmother's monument in the Morison 
chapel at Watford. 3 

The illustrations for this paper were made from photo-
graphs which his grace the Duke of Bedford has kindly 
allowed me to take. 

1 See Diet. Nat. Biog. xli, 120. was privately printed in 1892 before the 
2 Court and Times of James /, i, 147. tomb was removed from Watford to 
3 Mention of this tomb is made in the Chenies, and at that date not only the 

appendix to A description and historical hands, feet and nose were broken off, but 
account of tbe monuments in the Bedford the tassels of the cushion on which lord 
cbapel by George Scharf, C.B. F.S.A. Norreys kneels were lost. This damage was 
assisted by F. M. O'Donoghue, F.S.A. restored when the monument was removed 
and Everard Green, F.S.A. The book to Chenies. 


