
T H E LONG B A R R O W S OF L I N C O L N S H I R E 

By C . W . P H I L L I P S 

In his Long Barrows of the Cotswolds, published in 
1925, Mr. O. G. S. Crawford remarked on the absence 
of these monuments from Eastern England though 
there is so much evidence of a relatively considerable 
neolithic population. The following account of a new 
group recently discovered in Lincolnshire on the north 
side of the Fenland will go some way to fill the gap. 
Hitherto the only undoubted long barrow north of the 
lower Thames, east of Churn on the Berkshire Downs, 
and south of the Humber has been the isolated example 
on Therfield Heath near Royston. There has long 
been a rumour of two others in the neighbourhood of 
Dunstable, but that said to occur at Pascombe Pit on 
Dunstable Downs is only a pillow-mound of uncertain 
age and purpose, while the mound called Mill Hill 
and claimed as a long barrow in Union Street, 
Dunstable, has disappeared before building-operations, 
though its authenticity is quite probable. Neolithic 
pottery of Windmill Hill type has been found in a 
round barrow on Dunstable Downs, and at the earth-
work called Maiden Bower not far away a considerable 
quantity of the same ware has occurred with other 
objects normally found in association with it. This 
still leaves Norfolk and Suffolk entirely free from these 
monuments. 

The first recognition of a long barrow in 
Lincolnshire took the form of a map-discovery which 
Mr. Crawford made in 1924, when he saw the two 
Deadmen's Graves at Claxby-by-Alford on a 6-inch 
Ordnance Sheet. He was unable to pursue the matter 
in the field at the time, but, when the writer undertook 
a revision of the Lincolnshire antiquities marked on 
the 6-inch sheets in the autumn of 1929, a careful watch 
was kept for other examples. The result has been the 
discovery of nine existing long barrows, one doubtful 
case, and information which shows that two others 
have been destroyed. 
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The Lincolnshire Wolds, on which all the long bar-
rows occur, are bounded on the west by the valleys of 
the Ancholme and Witham which separate them from 
the oolitic Lincoln Edge, on the south by the East 
Fen, on the east by the plain of the Marsh which is 
washed by the North Sea, and on the north by the 
Humber which has cut a deep channel through the 
chalk and so separated them from the geologically and 
geographically similar Yorkshire Wolds. The western 
edge of these hills forms a steep escarpment highest in 
the north in the neighbourhood of Caistor where it 
overpasses the 500 foot contour, and growing less 
pronounced in its southward run to Horncastle. From 
this edge the Wolds steadily fall away eastwards and 
merge into the sea plain. 

Their average width is 10 miles and in the central 
region there are some considerable expanses of level 
ground above the 400 foot contour. The only gap which 
pierces them from east to west is the dry valley between 
Brocklesby and Kirmington in a line with Brigg and 
Great Grimsby, and this is sufficiently decisive virtually 
to isolate the narrower northern area into a separate 
massif. Most of the drainage of the Wolds sets east-
wards, with the valleys cutting so far back into the 
hills that they come near to breaking the line of the 
•western escarpment. The only important exceptions 
are the valleys of the Bain and Steeping, the former 
running south after a start in an eastward direction 
past Horncastle to join the Witham at Tattershall, and 
the latter rising in the southern part of the mass by 
Belchford and flowing south-east past Spilsby to the 
sea at Wainfleet. 

A glance at map 1 will show the significant 
features of the geology of the region. The greater 
part of the centre and east of the Wolds is Upper Chalk, 
and the northern mass is Chalk right across. South-
west and south the Chalk gives way to Greensand and 
Kimmeridge Clay. It is significant that all the certain 
long barrows yet discovered occur on the Chalk and 
not far from the Wold streams. 

A table is appended showing the details of the 
barrows. 



Name 

O.S. 
6-inch 
sheet Parish Longitude Latitude 

Geological 
formation 

Height 
above sea 

level Orientation Length 
Maximum 

Width 
Maximum 

Height Surroundings 

ASH H I L L 39 S.W. Swinhope 0° 10' 47" W . 53° 26' 52 ' Chalk 250 feet N N E - S S W . 128 feet 53 f e e t 7 feet In a park 

H O E H I L L o r 

CROMWELL'S 

G R A V E 

39 S.W. Swinhope o° 10' 16" W . 53° 26' 25" Chalk 275 feet E - W . 180 feet 60 feet 11 feet A small spinney 

A S H H O L T , 

C U X W O L D 

29 S.E. Cuxwold o° 12' 24" W. 53° 29' 35" Chalk 230 feet S S W - N N E . 78 feet 38 feet 4 feet 
6 inches 

A spinney 

No known 
name 

SS S.E. Tathwell 0° 3 ' 25" W . 53° 19' 15" Chalk 375 i e e t E - W . 105 feet 52 feet 5 feet 
6 inches 

Arable field 

G I A N T S ' 

HILLS 
75 S .W. Skendleby o° 8' 23' E. 53° 13' 5" Chalk 225 feet N W - S E . 210 feet 75ft.(much 

spread) 
6 feet Arable field 

SPELLOW 

H I L L S o r 

H I L L S OF 

THE S L A I N 

74 Ν . Ε . Langton by 
Spilsby 

0° 5 ' 58' E. 53° 13' 42' Chalk 300 feet N N W - S S E . 182 feet 40 feet 7 feet 

Arable field 

D E ADMAN'S 

G R A V E ( I ) 

75 N . W . Claxby by 
Alford 

o° 9 ' 4 8 " E. 53° 13' 3°" Chalk 175 feet W N W - E S E . 160 feet 54 feet 6 feet Arable field 

DEADMAN'S 

G R A V E ( 2 ) 

75 N . W . Claxby by 
Alford 

o° 9' 57" E . 53° 13' 27" Chalk 175 feet W S W - E N E . 173 feet 60 feet 6 feet Arable field 

BEACON 

PLANTATION 

65 N.E. Walmsgate 0° 3' 28" E. 53° 16' 39" Chalk 260 feet N W - S E . 257 feet 64 feet 7 feet A small 
spinney 

Doubtful long 
BURGH T O P 

barrow 
55 N . W . Burgh on 

Bain 
o° 10' 43 ' W . 53° 20' S I ' Lower 

Green-
sand 

430 feet W S W - E N E . 90 feet 45 feet 6 feet Arable field 
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In their arrangement they form two distinct groups 
with two intermediate outliers. In the north come 
Cuxwold, Ash Hill, and Hoe Hill with its vanished 
neighbour in the valley of the Swinhope Beck, then 
come the Tathwell and Walmsgate outliers, and finally 
in the south-east grouped on an isolated massif of 
chalk are the Deadmen's Graves at Claxby-by-Alford, 
Giants' Hills at Skendleby, and at Langton-by-Spilsby 
Spellow Hills or, as it is more romantically called, ' The 
Hills of the Slain.' 

The only one of these which is at all remote from 
water is the Tathwell barrow. If it yet proves possible 
to find the site of the long barrow which seems to 
have existed near Adam's Head in the parish of 
Ludford this will go with the Swinhope group for it 
belongs to the same valley system. The doubtful one 
overlooks the valley of the Witham from the western 
escarpment in the parish of Burgh-on-Bain, and is 
unique in the county for standing on Greensand. 

The average height above sea level at which they 
stand is about 250 feet. 

All these long barrows are very similar in type, 
consisting in every case of a long mound of chalk 
rubble higher at the end which tends towards the east, 
though very little strict orientation occurs. The horns 
of the Cotswold long barrows and the side ditches of 
the Wessex examples are absent here as far as can 
be judged by inspection in the field, and no large 
stones enter into their construction. No excavations 
have ever been made, but it is possible that they may 
prove to have had wooden chambers, since several have 
signs of an internal collapse near the east end. This 
is also a feature of many of the Wessex and Cotswold 
examples, and if these disturbances are due to human 
interference it is curious that the barrow diggers 
should always have been so faithful to the big end. 

Their average length, excluding the barrows at 
Cuxwold and Burgh Top, is 175 feet, and their average 
width at the broadest part 57 feet. Heights vary owing 
to present conditions, but it seems that Ash Hill, 
standing undisturbed in a park and reaching the 
height of 7 feet, represents the norm. 
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Every one stands on the edge of a valley and so 
tallies in this respect with most of the long barrows 
in other parts of the country. Although the two groups 
into which the majority of them fall are in regions well 
watered for the Wolds, the geological conditions 
prevent the lavish outbreak of springs which is such a 
striking feature of the Swell and Avening areas in the 
Cotswolds. The water-supply is only relatively better 
round Swinhope and Skendleby than elsewhere. 

A glance at the map will show that large areas of 
the Wolds which look as though they might easily 
have long barrows on them are quite innocent of these 
monuments. This is particularly the case with the 
southern part of the Yorkshire Wolds and the northern 
part of those in Lincolnshire ; there are also parts of 
the central Lincolnshire Wolds round the headwaters 
of the Bain and the northern affluents of the Lud, 
on the hills east of Caistor, and round the Brocklesby-
Kirmington gap where long barrows might be expected. 
No drift map of Lincolnshire has yet been published, 
but it will probably be found that boulder clay has a 
lot to do with this, causing vegetation unfavourable 
to the economy of Neolithic men. It is likely that a 
long barrow existed on the watershed between the 
Swinhope Beck and the Bain, if folklore is to be 
trusted, but there is no trace of any other. 

As the most agricultural county in England, 
Lincolnshire has had to pay a penalty in the loss of 
numbers of barrows destroyed by the plough. The 
only hope of tracing lost long barrows lies in air 
photography, and by this means the wide gap between 
the nearest Lincolnshire and Yorkshire long barrows 
may be narrowed. 

The folk who constructed these barrows left few 
implements behind them which have been discovered. 
Very little systematic search has been made, and in 
Lincolnshire there is no parallel to the Royce collection 
at Stow-in-the-Wold. Axes of flint and stone to the 
number of thirteen have found their way into museums 
and private collections from the Wolds, but they 
nearly all come from the outer edges of the region 
and the valleys, practically none occurring on the 
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MAP I 

CHALK AREA HATCHED IN RED 



p l a t e ii. To face page 179. 

MAP II 

THE DISTRIBUTION OF LONG BARROWS IN YORKSHIRE AND LINCOLNSHIRE 
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main mass of the hills. They bear no sort of relation-
ship in their distribution to the long barrows. 

Leaf arrowheads are not common on the Wolds. 
The only site where any number (7) has been found 
is on Baxter Square Farm, near the Burgh Top barrow. 
Wallow Camp Farm at Salmonby has also produced an 
example, but for any profusion recourse must be had 
to the north end of the Jurassic ridge known as Lincoln 
Edge on the west side of the county, where many have 
been found on Manton Common, Risby Warren, and 
elsewhere in the neighbourhood of Scunthorpe. The 
only sites where Neolithic pottery has been found in 
the county up to date are Risby Warren and Hall 
Hill, West Keal. In both cases it belongs to the 
Peterborough type, which is not normally associated 
with the long barrows of Southern Britain and East 
Yorkshire, to which groups the Lincolnshire long 
barrows seem fundamentally to belong. 

If Neolithic objects are rare, even more so are 
things belonging to the Bronze Age, with the exception 
of barbed and tanged arrowheads, which might be 
lost on hunting expeditions away from the normal 
habitat of their users, though their chief occurrence is 
on open habitation sites in the south part of the Wolds 
where the Greensand formations on the edge of the 
East Fen and in the upper valley of the Lymn or 
Steeping river proved very attractive to folk of this 
period. 

The total record of Bronze Age finds from the Wolds 
is as follows : — 

A leaf-shaped sword and a palstave from Barton-
on-Humber, a looped palstave from Elsham, a leaf-
shaped sword from Worlaby (doubtful), a socketed 
celt from Louth, a Middle Bronze Age spearhead from 
Langton-by-Spilsby, a socketed celt from West Ashby, 
a palstave from Horncastle, and another from Toynton 
All Saints. There are also three axe hammers from 
Cleethorpes, Horncastle, and Langton-by-Spilsby. The 
list of pottery is confined to an ' A ' beaker from 
Thornton near Horncastle, another from Revesby 
Abbey, and a number of beaker fragments from 
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Hall Hill, West Real which cannot be classified, but 
which seem from their decoration likely to belong to 
the ' A ' class also. 

All these sites but Worlaby are on the edge of the 
Wolds. In strong contrast to this poverty is the great 
richness of Scunthorpe and the common occurrence of 
bronzes in the Fens and the low-lying valleys. Thus, 
whatever may have been the situation in the Neolithic 
period, the Wolds do not seem to have carried much 
population in the Bronze Age, the newcomers con-
tenting themselves with the slopes and lower ground, 
and living in close relationship to the rivers. As in the 
West of England, there may have been a considerable 
time in which Neolithic natives and Bronze Age 
invaders were living separately in well-differentiated 
areas. Round barrows, presumably belonging in the 
main to the Middle and Late Bronze Ages, are quite 
common on the Wolds. Many have disappeared before 
the plough and most of the survivors relate to the 
three ancient trackways, the High Street, the Blue 
Stone Heath Road and the Barton Street. This absence 
of coincidence between Bronze Age places of sepulture 
and occupation is puzzling, but has its parallels in 
other parts of the country. The dead seem to have 
been placed as far from the living as possible. 

Little folklore of any kind attaches to the Lincoln-
shire long barrows. The most that can be said for them 
is that in most cases they are recognised as graves, and if 
there is any tendency to associate them with any event 
it is with the Civil Wars of the seventeenth century. 
This poverty of lore is not surprising. There can 
hardly be another area in England where the Teutonisa-
tion of the population has gone so far. The county 
was early exposed to the full force of the Anglo-Saxon 
invasion and later was further overlaid by a very 
effective Scandinavian occupation. Under this strati-
fication it is not remarkable that typical long barrow 
traditions have succumbed. The only piece of mega-
lithic folklore relates to the now destroyed Sack Stone 
at Fonaby Top near Caistor, and this object can 
scarcely have had anything to do with a long barrow. 
It is significant that most of the local lore of Lincoln-
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shire at the present day has obvious connections with 
that of Scandinavia. 

This paper does not pretend to give more than the 
facts about this new group of long barrows. It is 
not yet possible to assign them their proper place, 
but it seems that they can hardly be unconnected with 
the group on the Yorkshire Wolds. Map II shows 
the arrangement of the two groups with relation to 
each other. Typologically they are similar and the few 
hints that we have about the probable nature of their 
contents make it reasonable to expect cremation in 
one at least. Arrangements are now being pushed 
forward to excavate Giants' Hills at Skendleby and 
it is hoped that by the end of 1933 it may be possible 
to speak with more authority. It will be particularly 
interesting to see what kind of pottery is found in them,, 
since they are so close to the area from which the 
Peterborough ceramic seems to have spread. 

A detailed description of reach of the long barrows 
follows, along with some notes on the Sack Stone. 

Ash Hill. Fig. 1. 

This barrow is one of the most perfectly preserved 
in the county. It stands on level ground in the west 
corner of Swinhope Park close to, and parallel with, the 
north-west boundary. It is on the northern slope of 
the valley of the Swinhope Beck and almost directly 
opposite its more impressive neighbour Hoe Hill. 
Its position is clearly marked on 6-inch sheet 39 S.W. 

Its size is not remarkable, but the only damage it 
has ever suffered is due to natural causes. Several 
large trees—three beeches, one Scots fir, and an ash—-
grow from its spine, and it is unfortunate that they 
have mostly grown on the east end. This has probably 
caused considerable internal disturbance in the barrow, 
but has not damaged its external symmetry. Short 
grass covers the whole barrow save at the north-east 
end where the influence of the beeches has caused bare 
soil, and at the very end rabbits have burrowed freely. 
The writer has picked up a piece of mineralised bone 
here—probably belonging to the leg of an o x — a n d 
several humanly struck off flint flakes with dense 
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white patina. The rabbit scrapes show the barrow to 
be made of chalk rubble, but in this case there is a 
fairly large admixture of gravel. There is no sign of 
any subsidence. 

A few yards beyond the north-east end of the bar-
row there are more rabbit burrows, and here in 
November, 1931, Mr. J. G. D. Clark picked up a small 
flake which had been knocked out of a polished axe 
made from a close-grained, greyish-green stone. 

ASH HILL 

Pnonn 

0 a so too loo 

Si/nL •• Ρεετ 

FIG. I 

Hoe Hill. Fig. 2. 
At the present time this long barrow is the finest 

example surviving in Lincolnshire, but at no distant 
date its interest was enhanced by a companion, now 
destroyed, standing 70 yards further down the gentle 
southern slope of the Swinhope valley and having the 
same axis. On the 6 inch survey of 1907 the remains 
of this second barrow are clearly marked (see inset on 
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plan) in the form of a small coppice comparable in 
general size and shape with that in which Hoe Hill 
now stands. This coppice and its contents have now 
been destroyed and the area ploughed and joined with 
the field on the north. The only surviving trace is the 
southern boundary fence which still remains and 
accurately indicates the former length of the small 
enclosure by its deviation from the otherwise straight 
field boundary of which it forms a part. The length of 

PROFILE 

.SCALE IN Fir r. 

FIG. 2 

the coppice was 200 feet, and, since it is likely that the 
destroyed barrow did not occupy its whole length, it 
seems to have been a smaUer example than Hoe Hill, 
which is itself 180 feet long. The destruction has been 
very complete and the only sign of the former existence 
of the barrow is the greater whiteness of the soil on its 
site owing to the scattered chalk rubble. Hoe Hill 
itself is almost entirely undamaged. The height of the 
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barrow is no less than 11 feet at the east end and falls 
little more than 2 feet in its entire length. The ends 
are abrupt and squarish. The only defect in its sym-
metry occurs at a point 70 feet from the east end 
where an internal collapse may have taken place, 
causing the formation of a " saddle " 20 feet wide and 
sinking to a height of 5 feet 6 inches. The collapse 
theory is not too reliable, for the sinking is lower on 
the south side, and it is not impossible that material 
has been removed from the barrow. Although many 
trees stand round the barrow none actually disturbs it, 
nor are rabbits burrowing in it. There seems to be 
no reason to doubt that it is mainly composed of chalk 
rubble. 

Local people give the barrow the alternative name 
of ' Cromwell's Grave.' 

It is not possible to say whether these two barrows 
lay head to head or head to tail. It is interesting to 
find examples of twin long barrows in this eastern 
group comparing with the Camp examples in the 
Cotswolds and others in Wessex. They are not unique 
in Lincolnshire, however, for the Deadmen's Graves 
at Claxby-by-Alford provide another example, and in 
East Yorkshire there is the curious pair at Rudstone 
which join to form a V. In the present state of our 
knowledge it is impossible to assign a reason for this 
peculiarity. 

Cuxwold. Fig. 3. 

This barrow stands on the eastern edge of a large 
spinney called Ash Holt on the eastern confines of the 
parish of Cuxwold. The road from Thorganby to 
Swallow passes close by and crosses a small ridge 
which is part of the watershed between the valley of 
the Croxby Beck on the south, and the dry valley that 
runs down from Swallow to Irby-on-Humber on the 
north. The formation is chalk. 

The barrow is placed on the edge of the upper end 
of a minor valley going down to the Croxby Beck. It 
is very visible from the road, standing behind the thin 
hedge which separates the spinney from the ploughed 
field which, with the road, occupies the side and bottom 
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of the valley. Its site is on sheet 29 S.E., but there is 
no indication of its existence on the map. 

This is the smallest undoubted long barrow in the 
county and is only 78 feet long and 38 feet wide towards 
the bigger end, which is unusual in being pointed to 
the SSW., though the trend of the valley demands this 
orientation if the barrow is to run along the contour, 
which is abrupt. An interesting feature is that the 
parish boundary which runs close by the barrow on the 
eastern side recognises it as an already existing obstacle 
and bends slightly on meeting its north end. 
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FIG. 3 

The profile is typical, and the height scales down 
from 4 feet 6 inches at the big end to 1 foot 6 inches at 
the small one. The barrow is free from trees and is 
covered with coarse grass, but it has suffered deliberate 
interference at the big end. A pit has been dug for 
25 feet along the spine and probably reached original 
ground level when first opened. There is no obvious 
sign of the excavated material except that the field 
below contains an unusual admixture of chalk where 
it marches with the barrow. There has also been a 
slight nibble at the small end. 
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Tathwell. Fig. 4. 

This barrow is not marked as such on the 6-inch 
survey. It occurs on sheet 55 S.E. in the north-west 
corner of the parish of Tathwell, one and three quarter 
miles west of the village and 300 yards west of the 
Louth-Horncastle road, just before it makes its junc-
tion with New Lane leading down to Tathwell. The 
ancient ridge-way known as the Bluestone Heath Road 
passes at a distance of slightly more than a mile to 
the south-west. 

TATHWELL 

f c t r . 

FIG. 4 

The barrow is covered with a scrubby growth of 
elderberry bushes, and may be readily recognised by a 
single tree of unusual height which springs out of this 
undergrowth. 

The surrounding land is arable and the plough has 
encroached on the tail of the barrow, though otherwise 
it is surrounded and protected by a platform of rough 
ground several yards deep. The site overlooks the head 
of the valley which runs down through Dovendale and 
Tathwell to Raithby and is drained by one of the 
southern affluents of the Lud. 
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The present state of the barrow is bad. It is riddled 
with rabbit-burrows and the tall tree has caused much 
disturbance at the east end. As usual the barrow is 
made of chalk-rubble. 

Walmsgate, Beacon Plantation. Fig. 5. 

This is the largest of the Lincolnshire group and the 
most accessible. It stands in a small spinney called 
Beacon Plantation by the north side of the main 

BEACON PLANTATION 

a u u u i u i ^ 1 1 ' 

> n i y m ^ ^ i i i i f m i i i i i f / ^ , ^ } - ! ^ 

' W * P L A N ' / / / Π ^ 

0C.CTIOH AT A-3 Seen on at C~D 

P R O F I L E 

iScALt IK FCET. 

FIG. 5 

Spilsby-Louth road, half a mile on the Spilsby side of 
the entrance to Walmsgate Hall. The plantation 
appears on sheet 65 N.E., but there is no indication of 
the presence of a long barrow in it. The spinney is 
sparse and consists of beeches of middle growth. The 
ground is quite clear of undergrowth, the rubbly surface 
of the barrow appearing everywhere, and the whole 
forms a conspicuous object from the road. 

It is 257 feet long, but does not attain a greater 
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height than 7 feet at the south-east end, tapering down 
to a few inches at the other. Its most peculiar feature 
is the abnormal appearance of the south-east end. 
The barrow looks like a gigantic tadpole that has 
stranded, or else a flattened, round barrow with a tail. 
The end in question is elliptical in plan (80 feet by 
64 feet), reaches a uniform height of 7 feet, and has a 
shallow depression between 9 inches and 1 foot in depth 
occupying nearly all its flattened top. A ' saddle ' 
5 feet 4 inches in height crosses the junction of the 
enlarged end and the tail, and from this point the 
width of the tail, beginning at 47 feet declines to 
20 feet at the far end. There is one other ' saddle ' 
66 feet from the north-west end which appears to have 
been caused by deliberate interference, for the barrow 
increases slightly in width at the edges of the cut and 
material has been removed to form a talus on the 
southern side. Another small disturbance has occurred 
close to the north-west end and another little talus is 
the result. Besides being ' jointed ' in this way the 
barrow also has a twisted tail, for from the second 
' saddle ' the axis changes direction and veers dis-
tinctly to the west. This feature also occurs less 
markedly in Giants' Hills, the Skendleby long barrow. 

The depression in the south-east end looks like the 
result of some internal collapse, though both it and 
the greater width of the end may be the result of 
adapting the barrow to the purposes of a beacon. 
Seawards the land rises sufficiently to prevent a 
beacon being very effective in that direction, and the 
only considerable unobstructed command of country 
is southwards in the direction of Warden Hill and 
Harrington Hill across the valley of the Calceby Beck. 
There is no sign of soil discoloration on the higher 
parts of the barrow, and its use as a beacon is not 
proven. 

There is no surviving folk-lore associated with this 
barrow. I am indebted to the Rev. C. Vincent of 
Muckton for the following information which, though 
it does not help us very much, is worth placing on 
record. He was told by an old man who has done a 
lot of ferreting on the Walmsgate Estate, that when 
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digging has been done in the barrow the materials of 
which it is composed showed considerable signs of 
burning. The local notion about the former purpose 
of the barrow is that it was the site of a beacon lit to 
guide coaches along the main road from Spilsby, and 
there is no tradition of burials ever having been made 
there. The story of the discovery of burnt earth in the 
barrow lends force to the beacon idea, but it would 
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not be impossible for a long barrow of the same type 
as those in East Yorkshire to contain plentiful evidence 
of fire. Several of those excavated by Canon Green well 
contained masses of burnt material, and here we must 
leave the matter till excavation disentangles the truth. 

Deadman's Graves (i) and (2). Fig. 6 and 7. 

This, the only surviving closely-associated pair of 
long barrows in the group, is placed on the northern 
slope of the dry valley which runs from the village of 
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Ulceby past Skendleby Salter to Claxby-by-Alford. 
The bottom of the valley is Greensand, while the slopes 
are chalk. 

The pair stand just below the crest of the slope and 
are 150 yards apart. Below them the side of the 
valley falls away sharply, and as a slight depression 
forms a dip between them it is impossible for them to 
have the same axis and both run along the same 
contour. As a result their orientations are considerably 
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different. Each is surrounded by arable land and 
carries a clump of beeches. Their length is nearly 
equal. Further description must be undertaken 
individually. 

(1) The position of this barrow on the verge of a 
sharp descent in a ploughed field has led to a heavy 
wastage of the lower side and a compensating accumula-
tion of earth above, which makes the profile insignificant 
or well-developed in accordance with the point from 
which it is viewed. A considerable ' saddle ' crosses 
the barrow at 60 feet from the east end, but, apart from 
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this, the height declines fairly steadily from 6 feet at 
the east end for 150 feet out of the 160 feet of the 
barrow's length, dropping from 2 feet to nothing in the 
last 10 feet. The width decreases from 54 feet to 
30 feet from the east end to only 8 feet at the west. 
There are no signs of excavation, but the tree roots 
have probably caused severe disturbance of the 
interior. 

(2) The second barrow is a little longer at 173 feet, 
but is much more damaged. During the greater part 
of its length the absolute height does not exceed 1 foot 
6 inches, and in one place falls to nothing. The height 
at the south-east end is 6 feet. A small chalk pit 
seems to have been opened on the lower side of the 
barrow long ago, and this has encroached so far that 
the barrow is nearly severed in the middle and has 
greatly reduced its width everywhere except at the 
ends. Much excavated material appears to have been 
piled on the lower side of the south-east end, extending 
its probable original width from 54 to 68 feet. These 
features make the barrow one of the most seriously 
damaged of the whole group, though the south-east 
end is intact except for internal disturbance by tree 
roots. 

There is a disappointing absence of folk-lore about 
these two barrows. Canon Ε. H. R. Tatham, F.S.A., 
whose interest in archaeology and long residence in 
the neighbouring village of Claxby make him the 
leading authority on this district, tells me that there 
are no traditions preserved about the barrows, save 
that they are the burial places of the dead. My own 
enquiries among the people living nearby have elicited 
no more information than this. Canon Tatham 
informs me that the ploughed field in which the 
barrows stand is called Gowie Holt. 

Giants' Hills. Fig. 8. 

This barrow is situated in the north-east confines 
of the parish of Skendleby, on the eastern edge of the 
valley of the Skendleby beck. The Roman road from 
Lincoln to Burgh-le-Marsh passes south-eastward along 



t h e l o n g b a r r o w s o f l i n c o l n s h i r e 290 

the summit of the chalk ridge overlooking the Marsh, 
and the barrow stands one and a half furlongs from 
the road just far enough down to the slope to be 
invisible from it. The Ordnance Survey shows it on 
sheet 75 S.W. but, as in the case of Spellow Hills, it 
is marked as ' tumuli,' though there is not an atom of 
justification for the plural form. The second longest 
in the county (210 feet), it is the only one to be partially 
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ploughed, and since its height has been greatly reduced 
by this means and it carries no trees or undergrowth, 
it is the most convenient example for excavation in 
this group. The barrow is aligned across the direction 
of the slope and so only the upper or north-eastern 
flank comes completely under the influence of the 
plough, the barrow being too near the lower boundary 
of the field for it to be practicable to work right over 
it. The creep of soil down the field has led to the 
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formation of a small lynchet against the barrow, which 
spoils its appearance when approached from the road. 
The only abnormality in its present appearance is to 
be found in a curious asymmetrical halving of the 
width of its tail not far from the end (see plan). This 
may be due to a former attempt to remove the barrow 
as an obstacle to cultivation. Ploughing has smoothed 
all its contours so effectively that excavation alone can 
clear up the matter. 

On the upper side of the barrow there are signs of 
a considerable shallow excavation in the chalk, made, 
presumably, to get material for the barrow. The farmer 
has stated that ploughing the barrow is a very un-
profitable business because of the large lumps of 
quarried chalk which are sometimes pulled out of it 
to the damage of implements. A careful examination 
of this silted-up quarry should yield valuable evidence 
about the builders of the long barrow, for its con-
struction must have taken a long time, and it is likely 
that there is a good deal of occupation debris to be 
found. 

Careful enquiry has failed to elicit any surviving 
folk-lore about this barrow. 

Spellow Hills, or Hills of the· Slain. Fig. 9. 

This long barrow stands on a southward slope 
above, and to the west of, the Alford-Spilsby road, a 
mile to the south-west of Ulceby Cross and five 
furlongs south of Langton Grange. 

Both on sheet 74 N.E. and in the few references 
which occur elsewhere it is described as ' tumuli,' or a 
group of round barrows, but in reality it is a good 
typical long barrow which has been so heavily cut into 
in several places that such misdescriptions are ex-
cusable. The ill treatment has been drastic, but only 
two of the excavations traverse the barrow and these 
do not penetrate to the original ground surface or 
through to the south-west side. All the attacks but 
one have been made from the north-east. The field 
in which the barrow stands is arable, and the plough 
is worked closely round its edges, leaving it no margin. 

[ 
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It is covered with coarse grass and one elder bush 
grows on the south-west side near the larger end. 

The disturbances give the barrow a curious profile 
(see plan) which it has now had for at least two centuries. 
When Stukeley passed this way he took it for a group 
of round barrows, and Gough, in his 1806 edition of 
Camden, says on page 382, ' A t Langton on a hill 
near the turnpike road are several barrows.' This 
may refer to other separate barrows now destroyed, 
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but this is unlikely. On the Ordnance map of 1824 
the barrow is represented as three closely aligned 
round barrows. 

A further detail is provided by an entry in an old 
copy of White's Lincolnshire Directory for 1882, 
page 468, which says, ' Near the village are Spellow 
Hills or Hills of the Slain three barrows upon a chalky 
eminence. Many human bones were found in one of 
them some years ago.' 
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The parish of Langton has produced several lesser 
antiquities among which is a perforated stone axe 
hammer found under unusual circumstances in the wall 
of a mud-and-stud cottage at the time of its demolition, 
having evidently been collected with other stones off 
the neighbouring land to make the mud bind. This is 
now preserved at Langton Hall. Another local find 
is an ogival bronze spearhead with side loops cast on 
the socket, now in the Green well Collection at the 
British Museum. 

More stories are told about this long barrow than 
of any other in the county. Most of them are obviously 
of no great antiquity, but they serve to show the 
recognition which the barrow has always received 
among local folk. I am indebted for these particulars 
to the Rev. C. Langton of Mavis Enderby. The 
principal traditions are that this is the burial place of 
the victims of the plague who died at the neighbouring 
village of Partney, or that it is the grave of soldiers 
in a purely mythical battle of Partney during the 
Civil Wars. A story which may account for some of 
the disturbance of the barrow was told by an old 
Devonshire man who was gamekeeper to Mr. Langton's 
father. According to his account excavations were 
made by a party who came from Hackthorn, near 
Lincoln, and they found ' armour.' The narrator began 
his residence at Langton round about 1855 and it is 
not known whether the event happened in his personal 
experience or was told him by local people. The story 
is circumstantial in some respects, but it may be 
connected with a tradition that ancient armour, swords, 
and shields have been found in the neighbourhood of 
Candlesby, a village not far to the south. This last 
account sounds like the rumour of the finding of an 
Anglo-Saxon cemetery, but it may have got confused 
with Spellow Hills in the man's mind. It is not im-
possible that the Hackthorn party may have found 
secondary interments of Anglo-Saxon date in the 
barrow, as at the Pole's Wood East long barrow at 
Upper Swell in the Cotswolds.1 

1 O. G . S. Crawford, Long Barrows of the Cotswolds, p. 125. 
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This lore is a further illustration of the Lincolnshire 
tendency to associate barrows with the Civil Wars, and 
of the absence of detailed tradition going back to an 
earlier epoch. We have to be content with the recogni-
tion of the barrow as a grave, and the idea that the 
burial of folk outside consecrated ground can only have 
been the result of the emergency of battle. 

Canon C. W. Foster of Timberland has kindly 
furnished me with examples of medieval references to 
the name Spellow as it appears in the Cartulary of 
Kirkstead Abbey in the thirteenth century.1 

They are ' Spelhou,' ' via de Spelhou,' and ' Spelhou 
furlanges.' 

Professor Mawer also kindly contributes the follow-
ing notes on the name. 

' There can be no doubt, I think, that the Spellow 
Hills have something to do with a place of assembly 
where one might in days of old have heard a " spell," 
or speech, at some assembly. Unless one has earlier 
forms it is difficult to be sure just what the original 
compound may have been. It may be, as it certainly 
is in one or two cases in Northamptonshire, that we 
have a compound of Old English spell-hoh, " a hill," 
Middle English spelho appearing quite regularly as 
Spellow later on. 

' In this case, one need look for no barrow or any-
thing of that kind. The second possibility is that it 
may be a compound of Old English spell-hlaw, " a hill 
or mound " ; here again, there is no need of any 
artificial barrow. Third, it may be a hybrid compound 
of Old English spell and Old Scandinavian haugr, 
" how, barrow," in which case one would expect 
something in the nature of a barrow. Perhaps the 
best example of Spellow is Spelhoe Hundred in 
Northamptonshire. Unfortunately we do not know 
the site of the meeting place of the Hundred.' 

Spellow Hills is situated in the Hundred of Hill, 
but so close to the north-east corner that it would 
not seem to be a suitable spot for the hundred 
assembly. 

1 Kirkstead Cartulary f. 19. e, f. 20. d., f. 21. d. 
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The long harrow at Adam's Head. 

The Swinhope Beck, which in its middle course 
passes Ash Hill and Hoe Hill, rises at a spring called 
Adam's Head 351 feet above sea level just south of 
the tiny hamlet of Thorpe le Vale in the northern part 
of the parish of Ludford Magna. It is only divided 
from the headwaters of the Bain by a narrow neck of 
land. The reference on the 6 inch survey is sheet 
46 N.E. 

A piece of folk-lore has been preserved about this 
place which points to the former existence of a long 
barrow here. It is found in Gutch and Peacock's 
County Folk-lore, vol. v, p. 1, quoting In the Country, 
Essays by the Rev. M. G. Watkins, Rector of 
Barnoldby-le-Beck, 1883, p. 197. The passage runs 
as follows : — 

' Along the High Street above Adam's Head 
(the source of a certain beck is so called) runs a 
long detached mound called the Giant's Grave. 
After lying for generations in neglect a neighbour-
ing farmer ploughed and sowed wheat upon it, but 
nothing came up ; not to be beaten he next year 
sowed potatoes on it ; not one ever grew. In 
despair it is now abandoned to the grass and moss 
with which it has for centuries been covered by 
Nature.' 

There is no visible trace of this barrow now and 
enquiries have failed to trace its site. Since it has 
probably succumbed to the plough in spite of the story 
it may be recoverable by the aid of air photography. 
Mr. O. G. S. Crawford has pointed out to me that the 
name Adam's Head may not be entirely without 
significance in this connection, for Adam, giants, and 
W oden have supplied names for long barrows at 
different periods, a good example being Adam's Grave 
at Alton Priors in Wiltshire, where the barrow is 
referred to as WToden's beorh in a Saxon charter. 
Thus the name of the spring may not be entirely 
unconnected with the former existence of a long barrow 
nearby. 
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Burgh Top. Fig. 10. 

This mound is a doubtful case, but it deserves a 
short description because its shape is unusual and it 
approaches closely to the short type of long barrow 
found in North-east Yorkshire and Wessex. 

The dimensions are 90 feet long, 45 feet wide, and 
6 feet high, and the orientation is W S W - E N E . It 
stands at a height of 430 feet in the parish of Burgh-
on-Bain, 350 yards south of the farm called Burgh Top, 
and 100 yards east of the ancient ridgeway called High 
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Street which runs along the western verge of the 
Wolds. The barrow is marked but not described on 
sheet 55 N.W. There are several undoubted round 
barrows within a radius of a mile and three of these 
form a group about a quarter of a mile to the south. 

The geological formation of the site is Lower 
Greensand, and if this is a long barrow it is the only 
one yet found in Lincolnshire off the chalk. 

A thick clump of beeches covers the barrow and 
rabbits have burrowed freely in it, throwing out large 
heaps of material containing an occasional flint flake. 
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There is a distinct tendency for the western end of the 
barrow to be the higher and the feature seems to be 
original. The material of which it is composed is the 
normal slightly sandy earth of the arable field in which 
it stands. It is said that flint implements have been 
picked up in the field, and this is not unlikely, but the 
most interesting spot close by is the field to the west 
of Baxter Square Farm where seven leaf arrowheads 
have been found and a small scaled flint knife. 

The Wolds have not yet proved a prolific region for 
arrowheads and this concentration thus becomes 
remarkable, especially as they are all of the earlier 
form. These arrowheads are in the possession of 
Mr. C. S. Carter of Louth, and I am indebted to him 
for this information. 

The proportions of this barrow are similar to those 
of several in East Yorkshire.1 

The length is twice the breadth and the Yorkshire 
examples at Peasholm, Ayton East Field, Hanging 
Grimston, Rob Howe, Cropton, and Wass Moor all 
show this proportion. In view of these parallels in the 
eastern region it seems dangerous to dismiss Burgh 
Top as of no account. 

The Sack Stone. 

The only detailed and circumstantial piece of folk 
lore normally attaching to long barrows on the Wolds, 
is that belonging to a stone which stood until recently 
in a ploughed field at Fonaby Top north of Caistor. 
The site is a quarter of a mile west of the High Street 
and just 400 feet above sea level. The state of the 
stone when it was still standing is shown in PL iii. 
It did not exceed 3 feet in height and was a ' cheese-
wring ' of three superimposed pieces of ironstone. 
Whether they were originally one stone and had been 
weathered into this condition cannot now be deter-
mined, but the remains which lie in an adjacent hedge 
bottom are all of the same material, and it seems 
certain that they were once a monolith. The site is 
on chalk and well above the ironstone outcrops, and 

1 F . Elgee, Early Man in North-East Yorkshire, 40-48. 
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human agency would be required to get it into this 
position unless it was a glacial erratic. These are 
common enough in Lincolnshire, but they are usually 
much harder types of stone. 

This insignificant stone was religiously removed 
during ploughing and then replaced in position before 
it finally fell to pieces. It was the subject of much 
local folk-lore. 

I am indebted to Mr. John Johnson, printer to the 
University of Oxford, and to Mrs. Rudkin, of 
Willoughton, Lincolnshire, for the following stories. 

The first one relates that Christ was once riding 
along the Caistor Lane (High Street) on an ass, when 
men were sowing corn. In one version of the tale 
Christ asked for a feed of corn for His ass, and in the 
other He enquired what the men were sowing. The 
request for the feed was refused, the men replying that 
their sack contained nothing but stones, and the en-
quiry about the corn sowed was churlishly answered. 
Christ replied, ' Stone be it ! ' and in both versions the 
sack was at once turned to stone, remaining in the 
field to the present day. 

Minor variations substitute St. Paul or Paulinus 
for Christ. Both these versions were obtained from 
old men ; in the case of Mrs. Rudkin from an ancient 
inhabitant of the neighbouring village of Cabourne, 
now dead. 

The second story is very much more in the 
megalithic tradition, and may be exactly paralleled in 
many other places, notably in the stories which are 
told of the Rollright Circle near Chipping Norton in 
Oxfordshire. 

Mr. Johnson gives the following version of the 
second story. 

' In more recent times Farmer Badhat, who 
used to farm below the Wold, found the stone a 
great bother to his ploughing and determined to 
move it. He found it a hard task, and in the end 
had to yoke all his teams of horses in order to 
bring it down to his yard. But when it was there 
he had no rest. The stone " chittered " night and 
day until the farmer in despair was minded to 
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restore it to its original position. To it then he 
yoked his oldest and smallest pony, which drew 
the stone up the hill to its old home without any 
difficulty.' 

The remaining story serves to illustrate the general 
belief that interference with the stone would bring 
bad luck. 

' When Pelham's Pillar was being built to com-
memorate the planting of five million trees not far 
away, one of the masons chipped off a piece of 
the stone through the neck. " And that mason," 
said the old man, " died within the year." ' 

A variant of this last story is that the mason chipped 
off a piece of the stone to make a model for the Pillar, 
and came to disaster. 

The earliest reference to the Sack Stone the writer 
knows is to be found in a curious work by a Dr. Oliver 
entitled, An Account of the Religious Houses on the 
East Side of the Witham, etc., published in 1846, in 
which he tried to connect the sites of Kirkstead, 
Barlings, and other local monasteries with Druidical 
worship. Referring to Caistor on page 155 he says : 

' Castor (sic) was evidently a British town, for 
on one of its hills a stone idol was placed which 
I inspected a few years ago, and heard the popular 
traditions concerning it, which were certainly of a 
Druidical character.' 

Oliver was very fantastic in the interpretations he 
placed upon his facts, but the facts themselves were 
usually sound enough. 

There is no sign that any barrow stood on the site 
of the Sack Stone, though this is not impossible. It 
is also in the highest degree improbable that this stone 
ever formed part of a chamber, for it is very unsuitable 
material for this purpose. The stone weathers so fast 
that it must have been much larger originally if it is 
of any great antiquity. 

This brings us to the fact that it can only have 
been the size of a sack of corn in quite recent years, 
and so doubt is thrown on the genuine antiquity of 
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the Christian part of the tradition. At the same time 
the legend of the attempted removal of the stone im-
plies that it was at least a good size at the time as 
well as protected by supernatural powers. In its last 
state it would have been no great labour for a very 
decrepit horse to drag it up from the bottom of the 
hill. Thus the folk-lore seems to contain two strata of 
different age as well as the usual stories about disaster 
overtaking those who damage the stone. 

The nickname ' Badhat ' was given to a farmer who 
worked the land not much before living memory, and 
I am assured that the interference with the stone was 
an actual event which happened in the last century. 
The stories are given for what they are worth, and it 
can at least be claimed that they have a megalithic 
ring about them. 

No connection with a long barrow can be proved, 
but it is not out of place to mention a piece of megalithic 
folk-lore in an account of long barrows in a county 
where any sort of megalith is a great rarity. 


