
P R E H I S T O R I C B R I T A I N IN 1931 A N D 1932 

A REVIEW OF PERIODICAL PUBLICATIONS 

By C H R I S T O P H E R H A W K E S 

The following paragraphs are an attempt to supply a commentary 
on the mass of material dealing with the prehistoric periods in the 
British Isles which appears annually in periodical publications. 
It is not an abstract of ' the year's work in prehistoric studies ' : for 
that the reader must turn to the Reports of the Research Committee 
of the Congress of Archaeological Societies, published under the 
auspices of the Society of Antiquaries. It is rather an essay in 
combining a continuation of the method attempted in Mr. T . D. 
Kendrick's and the reviewer's Archaeology in England and Wales, 
1914-1931, with an acknowledgment of the friendly spirit in which 
so many archaeological societies exchange their publications with 
this Journal, or submit them to its editor for review. For the sake 
of completeness, all publications, whether so submitted or not, 
have as far as possible been noticed, and it is hoped that omissions 
will be found to be few, but the reviewer will welcome their notifica-
tion, and ventures to hope that if this essay is continued in future 
volumes of the Journal he may be enabled to eliminate their 
occurrence. 

The abbreviations used in references are those in common use, 
thus : — 

Ant. Journ. = 

Arch. = 
Arch. Ael- 4 = 

Arch. Camb. = 

Ass. = 
B.U.S.S. = 

Bull. 
Colls. 
J.B.A.A. 

T h e Antiquaries 
Journal. 

Archaeological. 
Archaeologia Aeliana 

(Society of Anti-
quaries of N e w -
castle - on - T y n e ) , 
4th series. 

Archaeologia C a m -
brensis. 

Association. 
Bristol University 

Spelaeological 
Society's Proceed-
ings. 

Bulletin. 
Collections. 
Journal of the British 

Archaeological 
Association. 

J.R.A.I. 

J.R.S.A.I. = 

Proc. 
P.S.A. Scot. 

P.S.E.A. 

Soc. 
Trans. 

Journal of the Royal 
Anthropological 
Institute. 

Journal of the Royal 
Society of A n t i -
quaries of Ireland. 

Proceedings. 
Proceedings of the 

Society of Ant i-
quaries of Scot-
land. 

Proceedings of the 
Prehistoric Society 
of East Anglia. 

Society. 
Transactions. 

= new series. 

General.—The September number of Man, 1932, is a concise 
report of the International Prehistoric Congress held in London 
in August, which is to publish its full Compte-rendu shortly : one of 
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the outstanding events of the Congress, Dr. Cyril Fox's address on 
the ' Personality of Britain,' has since been followed by its full 
publication from the National Museum of Wales at Cardiff. Mr. W. F. 
Grimes has deserved well of archaeology by drawing up a complete 
record of prehistoric work in Wales since the publication of 
Dr. Wheeler's Prehistoric and Roman Wales in 1925 : it appears, 
fully documented and illustrated, in P.S.E.A. VII, i, 82-106. 
A prehistoric survey of Cheshire, with instructive maps, by 
Mr. W. J. Varley, is published in Journ. Chester and N. Wales 
Architect. Arch, and Hist. Soc. n.s. xxix, 50-65. In Ireland Dr. 
Patrick Walshe has a survey of the Dunlavin-Donard district of 
co. Wicklow in J.R.S.A.I, LXI, ii, 113-141. The account of Scottish 
work in the following paragraphs should be supplemented by 
observing the publication of accessions to the National Museum of 
Antiquities, which is an important feature of every volume of 
P.S.A.Scot. Finally, mention must be made of the notable 
' Chronological Table of Prehistory,' by Mr. M. C. Burkitt and 
Prof. Gordon Childe in Antiquity VI, 185-205 (also published 
separately). The Table is complete with a lucid commentary, and 
is exciting interest throughout Europe. The ' Notes on the 
Chronology of Prehistoric Europe ' which follow (ibid. 206-222) 
constitute Prof. Childe's reasoned review of the new chronological 
system of Dr. Nils Aberg. 

A. PALAEOLITHIC AND MESOLITHIC PERIODS 

Pliocene Man.—The essential credibility of Eoliths has been 
corroborated by Mr. M. C. Burkitt's publication of a ' test-specimen,' 
showing primary and secondary working, from the late Pliocene 
lower channel in Bolton's pit, Ipswich (Man, 1932, 224). Mr. J. Reid 
Moir has brought together the whole evidence for Pliocene Man and 
his cultures in a presidential address to the Prehistoric Society of 
East Anglia (P.S.E.A. VII, i, 1-17) : he expounds the sequence of 
' crags ' below the Cromer Forest series, and demonstrates the 
succession of Pliocene industries in and before them, in due relation 
to conditions of climate and geography. The resulting picture of 
a long Upper Pliocene succession of human cultures is undeniably 
impressive. Mr. Moir has also published a ' transitional' hand-axe 
from beneath the Red Crag (Man, 1932, 79), and ' rostroid ' Chellean 
hand-axes from the Cromer Forest Bed (Man, 1931, 188). A hand-
axe from a Plateau formation on the North Downs is noticed in 
Ant. Journ. xil, 294, and Mr. J. P. T . Burchell has argued for a 
Pliocene and Pleistocene sequence traceable in the evolution and 
distribution of the hand-axe in N.E. Ireland (P.S.E.A. VII, i, 18-33). 

Prehistory and Pleistocene Geology.—In Pleistocene times we 
reach the Palaeolithic proper, for which the most important event 
of recent years is the recognition of the early flake-industry known 
as the Clactonian. Its position in the stratigraphy of the Thames 
valley is well demonstrated at Swanscombe, and Mr. R. H. Chandler 
has followed his article of 1929 on this (P.S.E.A. VI, ii, 79-116) 
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with further studies (Proc. Geologists' Ass., XLI I , 2, 175-7 A N D X L I I I , 
1, 70-2). The whole subject has now been systematically treated 
by the Abbe Breuil in Prehistoire I, ii, 125-190, where the doctrine 
of the parallel evolution of the flake and hand-axe industries is fully 
set forth, and the two ingeniously correlated with cold and warm 
climate respectively. The Elephas antiquus gravel of Clacton is 
equated with the Thames 100 ft. terrace, and the parenthood of 
the Clactonian to the Levallois and Mousterian industries, which are 
themselves collateral, is expounded. The Abbe's article on the 
whole Pleistocene sequence in the Thames valley (S.E. Naturalist 
& Antiquary, 1931, 95-8) brings us to the vexed questions of 
glacial correlations. Dr. Sandford's views, based largely on the 
Upper Thames series, are given in Geol. Mag. LXIX, I ff., while 
Mr. Dewey has interpreted the deposits of the Lower Thames in 
Quart. Journ. Geol. Soc. LXXXVIII , 35 ff. Mr. Dewey's work has 
won acceptance in East Anglia as the most favourable basis for 
correlating the Thames sequence with the Pleistocene series there. 
Professor Boswell has handled the latter in an important article 
in Proc. Geologists' Ass. XLII , I , 87 ff. (summarized in Ant. Journ. XI , 
419). The Norwich Brick-earth is laid down as the first glacial 
deposit of the series considered : the Kimmeridge Boulder-
clay represents a glaciation in Lower Palaeolithic times, and the 
Upper Chalky Boulder-clay one to be equated with Mousterian 
industries, the importance of which will be returned to below. 
Lastly, the Brown Boulder-clay of East Anglia represents the last 
of these glacial events, belonging to the Upper Palaeolithic, and 
subsequent to its Solutrean phase. 

With this Dr. Solomon's article in Proc. Geologist's Ass. X L I I I , 3, 
241-271, should be compared : he re-adopts the old correlation of 
the Norwich Brick-earth with the Cromer Till, as against Boswell, 
and uses the Lower (Kimmeridge) Boulder-clay as the datum for a 
general system covering all southern England. Much controversy 
turns on the famous Chellean implement from Sidestrand, which 
may or may not really belong to the Till in which it was found : 
it is intriguing to note that Mr. Hazzledine Warren regards it as a 
Neolithic intrusion. The interesting series from the Traveller's 
Rest pit, Cambridge, subsequent to the Kimmeridge Boulder-clay, 
has been summarized by Mr. Burkitt in Ant. Journ. χι, 55, and a Late 
Acheulean hand-axe from gravels near St. Neots in Man, 1932, 163. 
The Upper Chalky Boulder-clay follows, whence Mr. Moir has 
published a hand-axe of Early Mousterian character [Man, 1931, 7) ; 
the crucial point in correlating our sequences with the Continental 
glaciations of Penck is whether this represents the Riss (third) or 
Wiirm (fourth) glaciation. The older view is the latter, which has 
been embodied in Mr. Blake Whelan's ambitious correlation-table 
published in Man, 1932, 135, but its Rissian age is now the orthodox 
East Anglian doctrine, by which consequently the Wiirrn glaciation 
is left to be represented by the last or Brown Boulder-clay of Norfolk. 
Mr. Moir's paper of 1930 on this (Ant. Journ. x, 359-371), focussed 
an interest on our Upper Palaeolithic sequence which is being 
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strongly maintained. It receives full emphasis in his paper on the 
deposits and industries of the Gipping-Orwell Valley (P.S.E.A. vi, iii, 
182-221), and that on further implements of Upper Aurignacian 
type from the Norfolk Brown Boulder-clay (ibid, iv, 306-315). 
Evidence for a Solutrean phase is amplified by implements from 
Suffolk published by him in Ant. Journ. XII, 257-261, but the main 
feature of our Upper Palaeolithic is clearly a prolonged development 
of a culture basically Aurignacian. This, and its virtual freedom 
from Magdalenian influences, is well emphasized by Mr. A. L. 
Armstrong's publication of a Late Upper Aurignacian station in 
North Lines, (ibid. 335-9). Further, in publishing a notable series 
from Kirmington in the same county (Ant. Journ. x, 262-272), 
Mr. J. P. T . Burchell broadens the basis for a fuller interpretation 
of the whole sequence, especially in regard to the 50 ft. Raised 
Beach, of Late Pleistocene date. The Upper Chalky Boulder-clay 
of East Anglia is here replaced by an Upper Purple Boulder-clay, 
and this is also present in East Yorkshire, where Mr. Burchell has 
made another important study (P.S.E.A. vi, pt. iii, 226-233), con-
firming East Anglian work in general, and equating the Brown 
Boulder-clay with the Hessle Boulder-clay of the Yorkshire coast. 
It should be noted that the final glacial phase that they both represent 
must have been of relatively feeble intensity. But Mr. Burchell's 
greatest service to these studies is his Presidential Address to the 
Prehistoric Society of East Anglia on ' Early Neanthropic Man and 
his relation to the Ice Age ' (ibid. pt. iv, 253-303). The Lower 
Boulder-clays are first shewn from a correlation of Thames, East 
Anglian, Warwickshire, Lincolnshire, and Yorkshire deposits to 
belong to the Lower Palaeolithic, antedating the Acheulean-Early 
Mousterian horizon. The latter is located in the fluviatile gravels, 
brick-earths, etc., underlying the Upper Boulder-clays, Chalky in 
East Anglia, Purple in Lines, and Yorks, and the Coombe Rock. 
The next series of fluviatile gravels, following on these, give us the 
first Neanthropic (Aurignacian) industries, and on these follows the 
final glacial deposit of the Brown and Hessle Boulder-clays, which do 
not interrupt the Neanthropic series. The story is continued into 
Neolithic times through the fen and flood-plain deposits supposed to 
be assignable to Magdalenian times, and the land-depression referable 
to the early Neolithic, as shewn especially by the 25 ft. Raised Beach of 
Larne and the deposits of Lower Halstow, Kent. Thus the old notion 
of a break between the Upper Palaeolithic and the Neolithic is unten-
able : the big break across our Stone Age is marked by the Upper 
Chalky Boulder Clay, with its Mousterian associations, which marks 
the end of Lower Palaeolithic times, and the appearance of Nean-
thropic man. With the Aurignacian beginnings of his industries in 
the Upper Palaeolithic, the tradition of flint-work throughout 
our Neolithic and Early Metal Age has a genuine and unbroken 
affinity. 

With this important demonstration in our minds, we may notice 
a number of Pleistocene studies in other districts. Mr. H. F. Poole 
recognizes evidence for three cold phases in the gravels of Bleak 
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Down, Isle of Wight, and in the condition and character of the 
contained implements (Proc. Hants Field Club XII, 1, 20-47). 
The succession in the Bristol district has been studied in Proc. 
Geologists' Ass. X L I I , 4, 345-361, by Prof. L. S. Palmer, who correlates 
the terrace deposits, raised beaches, and Mendip cave strata. The 
100 ft. Avon terrace seems later than that of the Thames, and the 
50 ft. raised beach of the district must just precede the Aurignacian 
of the caves, while cave and terrestrial deposits together show a cold 
phase at the end of the Pleistocene. A rather similar study of the 
beaches of Gower by Dr. Τ . N. George (Proc. Geologists' Ass. 
X L I I I , 4, 291-324) reveals a triple glacial sequence followed by a 
post-Pleistocene raised beach. The occupation of the famous 
Paviland cave falls between the second and third glacial phases. 

Caves.—Such studies of the position of occupied caves in the 
general geology of the Pleistocene succession are of importance 
commensurate with that of excavation in such caves themselves. 

The excavations in the Pin-Hole Cave, Creswell Crags, Derby-
shire, are described by Mr. A. L. Armstrong in P.S.E.A. VI, pt. iv, 
330-4. The lower (yellow) cave-earth contained early Mousterian 
material ; over it was a fallen-slab layer, the result of a glaciation. 
A middle stratum of cave-earth separated this from an overlying 
second slab layer, and contained Middle Mousterian material, while 
the base of the upper cave-earth above produced late Mousterian. 
It is possible to see in this sequence the two maxima of the Wiirm 
glaciation, separated by the interval of the Laufen retreat, dividing 
the phases of a contemporary Mousterian culture : if so, East 
Anglian chronology, as outlined above, might need revision, for the 
red upper cave-earth, with its protracted Aurignacian industry, is 
indeed capped by stalagmite indicating a cold period corresponding 
to that of the East Anglian Brown Boulder-clays, but this ' minor 
glaciation ' strongly suggests not the Wiirm proper, but the ensuing 
Biihl stadium. This is admittedly now fairly generally recognized 
as itself a secondary Wiirmian phase, but the problem cannot really 
be considered solved. 

In Proc. Somerset N.H. and Arch. Soc. LXXVI, 46-62, Mr. R. F. 
Parry describes the excavations of 1929-30 in the Cheddar Caves: 
the principal interest here centres in the Magdalenian character 
evinced, in contrast to the Pin-Hole material, by the Upper 
Paleolithic series, and in the discovery in Soldier's Hole of a stratum 
underlying the Magdalenian, containing artifacts of definitely 
Solutrean type, including the first stratified ' laurel-leaf' ever 
found in this country. Mention must also be made of Mr. Sean 
O'Riordain's notice in Antiquity, v, 360-2, of human remains with 
a Magdalenian fauna sealed by stalagmite in the Kilgreany Cave near 
Dungarvan in southern Ireland—the first evidence of Palaeolithic 
man from the island. The digging was the work of the Bristol 
University Spelaeological Society. In Wales, Mr. W. F. Grimes 
has recognized an Upper Palaeolithic occupation, corresponding to 
that of Paviland, in the cave at Monkton near Pembroke (Bull. 
Board of Celtic Studies vi, iii, 286-7). 
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Mesolithic as well as Palaeolithic material has been published by 
Dr. Solomon (Man, 1931, 267) from Morston, Norfolk, and 
Tardenoisian microliths from Tweed Bridge, Selkirk, by Mr. W. D. 
Mason in P.S.A. Scot, LXV, 414 if. Mr. J. G. D. Clark, whose book 
The Mesolithic Age in Britain is reviewed elsewhere in this volume, 
has published a microlithic flaking site at West Heath, West Harting 
(Sussex Arch. Colls, LXXII I , 145-155) : the industry is that typical 
of S.E. England, e.g. at Peacehaven, non-geometric, and based on 
the narrow blade. The now famous Maglemose harpoon, of the 
Baltic Kunda type, dredged in moorlog from the North Sea near 
the Dogger Bank, has received illustration and notice in Man, 1932, 
138, and Antiquity vi, 218. 

B . NEOLITHIC AND BRONZE AGES 

Neolithic, general : Pottery.—The connexion between Meso-
lithic and Neolithic times is emphasized by Prof. Gordon Childe's 
important paper in J.R.A.I, LXI, 325-348, on ' The Forest Cultures 
of North Europe,' in which he incidentally clarifies the position of 
eastern England as the western fringe of the Baltic area. Thus a 
geographical unity of long standing is re-asserted by the appearance 
from the Baltic of our late Neolithic Peterborough pottery. This 
family and its origins, no less than our earlier-established Windmill 
Hill ware, with its kinship to Continental Westenkeramik, will be 
familiar to all readers of this Journal from the two papers in the last 
volume by Mr. Stuart Piggott and Prof. Childe, on British Neolithic 
pottery and its Continental affinities (Arch. Journ. LXXXVII I , 67-158 
and 37-66). While Mr. T . Sheppard has republished the Hanging 
Grimston and other bowls from the Yorkshire Wolds (Trans. E. 
Riding Antiq. Soc. XXVII , ii, 167-172), Prof. Childe and Mr. Piggott 
have also studied some curious ware from a chambered cairn near 
Larne, which appears to combine affinity to the West Scots group 
of Windmill Hill pottery with Baltic elements unconnected with 
Peterborough (P.S.E.A. VII, 1, 62-66). Phase 1 of the Scandinavian 
Passage-grave period is indicated both here and in a group of 
Neolithic pottery from the Durham coast which is definitely Danish 
and unconnected with the British wares (Prof. Childe in Arch. Ael.4 

ix, 84-88). 

Settlements.—In Miss Dorothy Liddell's first Report on her 
excavations at Hembury Fort, Devon (Proc. Devon Arch. Exploration 
Soc., 1931, 1-24) the presence of Neolithic flint types (arrow-heads, 
scrapers, axes, etc.) in what was apparently an Iron Age hill-fort 
(see p. 294 below) gave rise to no little concern. Her second season's 
work (ibid., 1932, 90-120) has fully established the presence of a 
Neolithic settlement anterior to the Iron Age one : in the 1932 
season the story has been amplified, and the site is in fact one of the 
most interesting in the country. A Neolithic habitation-area occupies 
its south end, and at the west entrance Neolithic features partly 
underlying the Iron Age defences are being revealed. These 
structures and ditches enhance the interest created by the beauty of 
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the flint work, and the character of the pottery, with its distinctive 
developments of the Windmill Hill lug. 

A renewal of Dr. Curwen's work on the Neolithic ' camp ' of 
The Trundle, Sussex (Sussex Arch. Colls, LXXII , 100 ff.), has revealed 
that the ' spiral,' or second of the interrupted ditches forming the 
' camp,' can be regarded as a terrace of elongated pit-dwellings, 
each surrounded by the post-holes of its walling. Useful analogies 
to such elongated dwelling-pits are cited, and the defensive inner 
and outer ditches are contrasted. 

Mr. J. G. D. Clark has made a study of the flints ploughed 
up from a rather less distinctive site on Swaffham Prior Farm, Cambs. 
(Proc. Camb. Antiq. Soc. XXXII , 17-23), in which the dangers of 
uncontrolled orthodox typology are well brought out : it is a pity 
that the excessive reduction of his excellent drawings has brought 
an undeserved blemish on the paper. In Ireland, a sequence of 
Neolithic and Bronze Age occupation has been established by 
Col. Forsayeth in the Brothers' Cave, Whitechurch, co. Waterford 
(J.R.S.A.I, LXI, ii, 179-201) ; occupation in and adjoining the 
Welsh cave of Culver Hole, Gower, is perhaps Bronze Age only 
(Bull. Board of Celtic Studies VI, i, 90-2 : ii, 196-200), while the 
Bronze Age horizon in the Sculptor's Cave, Covesea, Morayshire, 
precedes an Iron Age occupation to be noticed below (p. 295). 
In Jersey, we have a preliminary report on excavations in a dwelling-
site at Pinnacle Rock (Soc. Jersiaise, Bull, annuel, 1932, 68-72) : 
the date is said to be Neolithic, and the relation of the horizons 
disclosed by stratified digging to the island megalithic culture will 
be interesting to study. The excavations on Maitresse lie, Les 
Minquiers (ibid., 1931, 308-9), revealed occupations in megalithic 
times and later. 

England has until recently had little to show for settlement-sites 
of the Bronze Age, but the gap is gradually being filled. Those 
yielding Beaker pottery will be more conveniently noticed below 
(p. 284). The type of circular settlement-ditch first brought into 
prominence by Mr. Leeds at Sutton Courtenay seems definitely 
attributable to the Middle Bronze Age. Mr. G. C. Dunning has 
certainly found this true of some at Bourton-on-the-Water (Ant. 
Journ. XII, 279-284). The late phase is also there represented 
(p. 289), but its major problems can for present purposes be best 
discussed in other contexts (below, pp. 286, 290). 

However, the problems of that period take on a different form in 
the north, where Prof. Childe's final Report on the operations at 
Skara Brae (P.S.A. Scot, LXV, 27 ff.) rounds off his presentation to the 
world of that astonishing site. With it he gives us a carefully-
balanced note on the question of its date, referring on the one hand 
to his earlier arguments for a high (i.e. a Bronze Age) dating, and 
on the other to the essay by Mr. Graham Callander which follows 
(ibid., 78 ff.), adducing several points of agreement, in spite of the 
general dissimilarity, between Skara Brae and normal Scottish 
Iron Age sites. He has since (Man, 1932, 225) materially strengthened 
the case for the former view by emphasizing Prof. D. M. S. 
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Watson's findings on the animal remains : the Skara breed of cattle 
is totally unlike both the breed of the Iron Age brochs and that 
brought in by the Norse settlers. Mr. A. O. Curie has begun to 
explore a stone-built dwelling in Shetland, on the site of Scott's 
Yarlshof (P.S.A.Scot, LXVI, 113-128). Here, among pottery and 
stone tools, moulds for casting bronze implements have been found, 
and a Late Bronze Age culture cannot be gainsaid. Incidentally 
it may be remarked that the place is by no means identical with 
Skara Brae. 

Megaliths.—Mr. Crawford has a note in Antiquity vi, 213-4, o n 

communal burial as practised in our Long Barrows, on which there is 
general recognition of the need for more work. On Belas Knap, 
one of the best known, Sir James Berry's second report appears in 
Trans. Bristol and Glos. Arch. Soc. LII, 123-150. This well-illustrated 
paper devotes particular study to the revetment-wall and its relation 
to the body of the mound, and to the four chambers, each of which 
had originally been covered by its own separate mound. A note on 
H.M. Office of Works' restoration is printed, ibid. 295 ff. 

The first Long Barrow to be excavated in West Yorkshire, on 
Bradley Moor, is published by Dr. A. Raistrick in Yorks. Arch. 
Journ. xxx, pt. iii, 252 ff. The length is 220 ft., the axis N.W.-S.E., 
the construction of loose stones. The swollen S.E. end contained a 
composite oblong stone cist, with large capstone and roughly flagged 
floor in which was a hollow covered by a large flag, containing a 
fragmentary human skeleton, probably, as Sir Arthur Keith suggests, 
a re-burial after exposure. 

In Scotland, the chambered long cairn at Kindrochat, Perthshire, 
has been published by Prof. Childe (P.S.A.Scot, LXV. 281 ff.), and 
Mr. J. H. Craw has since excavated two long cairns near Poltalloch, 
Argyll {ibid., LXVI, 445 ff.) : one (Auchoish) is of the horned type. 

Mr. W. J. Hemp contributes a note to Antiquity v, 98-101, on 
Leac Con Mic Ruis, co. Sligo, a megalithic structure of long cairn 
type, but shewing a strange ' degeneracy ' as compared, say, with 
Capel Garmon. 

Mr. Hemp's report on the chambered cairn of Bryn Celli 
Ddu, Anglesey, has now appeared in Archaeologia LXXX, 179 ff. 
(also in Arch. Camb. LXXXVI, 216 ff.). The combination, in its 
curious spiral structure, of the allee couverte and the stone circle, 
makes it an exceptional example of prehistoric ritual architecture. 
Mr. R. S. Newall's note on the adjoining smaller cairn follows in 
Arch. Camb. LXXXVI. 259-262. Another remarkable chambered 
cairn is described by Prof. R. A. S. Macalister in J.R.S.A.I, LXI I , 
ii, 153-7—^ is o n Seefin Mountain, co. Wicklow, and also has the 
long entrance passage recalling the allee couverte. The cross which 
some early Christian has carved on one of its stones, near a Bronze 
Age hand-symbol, is believed to be unique in Ireland. Mr. Craw 
has reported on several Scottish round cairns, near Poltalloch, 
Argyll (P.S.A.Scot, LXV, 269 ff.), and at Drumelzier, Peebles (ibid. 
363 ff.) ; there have also been two most interesting reports on 
chambered cairns : by Prof. Childe (ibid., LXVI, 415 ff.) on two near 
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Kilfinan, Argyll, comparable to the segmental-cist chambered cairns 
of Arran, and by Mr. Lindsay Scott (ibid., 183-213) on the cairn 
Rudh'an Dunain, Skye. This is an elaborate monument with 
chamber, antechamber, vestibule, and a crescentic fafade, of Iberian 
character, fronting on a forecourt ; within, a Neolithic and a Beaker 
stratum each yielded characteristic pottery and successive deposits 
of human remains. It is interesting to compare and contrast the 
Jersey dolmens : we have a new survey and investigation of the 
Dolmen des Monts Grantez (Soc. Jersiaise, Bull, annuel, 1931, 
309-11), and a study of Major Rybot of the Dolmen de Faldouet 
near Gorey Castle (ibid., 1932, 73-85) : the survey is admir-
able, and all the extant finds, dating mainly from Fauvel's depreda-
tions in 1834, are described and figured. Cup-marked stones should 
perhaps here be noticed. Admiral Boyle Somerville has noted some 
that must mark the early sanctity of the site of the ' fort ' or cathoir 
on Knock Drum, co. Cork (J.R.S.A.I, LXI, i, 1-14), and Mr. E. R. 
Newbigin publishes a series of incised rocks in the Simonside Hills, 
Northumberland (Arch. Ael.4 ix, 50-67). An article by Mr. Ε. H. 
Rideout (P.S.A.Scot, LXVI, 146-151) deals with standing stones in 
Jura ; the maen hir in Glynllivon Park, Carnarvon, may be compared, 
with which a Bronze Age burial seems to have been associated, as 
explained in Arch. Camb. June 1932, 199-201. 

The age of Stonehenge does not cease to provoke controversy : 
in Ant. Journ. xii, 17 ff., Mr. George Engleheart replies to a previous 
article by Mrs. Cunnington which scouted the value of earlier 
excavators' records of the finding of pieces of Stonehenge stones in 
neighbouring barrows. He argues persuasively on the long-barrow 
evidence for a first erection (the Aubrey circle) in late Neolithic 
times, and on the round-barrow evidence for reconstruction (with 
trilithons) in the early Bronze Age. But the two-date theory in this 
form demands an original Aubrey circle of ' blue stones,' and the 
size, shape, and content of the Aubrey holes suggest much more 
strongly that they held wooden posts. The absence of sarsen chips 
in them need only argue priority within the same scheme as the 
trilithons, and the filling of the ' Aubrey ' ditch over the end of the 
Avenue may be a change of plan in the course of the work, to judge 
by the absence of natural silt beneath the filling. These are the 
main points of Col. R. H. Cunnington's criticism of the two-date 
theory in J.B.A.A. n.s. xxxvi, 229 ff. : he has since followed it by 
another paper (ibid, xxxvn, 161 ff.) on the date of Stonehenge and 
its orientation. Carefully revised mensuration supports Petrie's as 
against Lockyer's line on the midsummer sunrise, and gives a date 
centring on 300 B.C., which he supports by stressing the suggestion 
in the unique architecture of the trilithons of classical influences 
only adducible in the La Tene period. But it seems hardly con-
ceivable that any single-date theory can ever fit all the departments 
of the evidence. Reviews of these articles in Wilts. Arch. Mag. 
XLVI , 125-7, should not be missed. 

The Stonehenge question will never be solved at Stonehenge 
alone, and Mrs. Cunnington has rendered a signal service to 
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archaeology by her location and excavation of ' The Sanctuary,' 
whose site was known to Aubrey and Stukeley at the end of the 
Avebury-Kennet Avenue on Overton Hill. It has proved to be a 
composite wood and stone monument, consisting of 7 concentric 
circles, with one central post : details cannot be discussed here, but 
the whole report (Wilts. Arch. Mag. XLV, 300-335) deserves the most 
careful study—and, of course, comparison with Mrs. Cunnington's 
Woodhenge. Col. R. H. Cunnington elaborates the suggestion 
that the structure was roofed (ibid. 486-8). The presence of 
Peterborough and Beaker pottery, and a Beaker burial against a 
stone in the third circle, date it definitely in the Beaker period : it is 
notable that no Woodhenge pottery was found. A very different 
type of circle, the Mull Hill Circle in the Isle of Man, is studied by 
Mr. Stuart Piggott in Ant. Journ. XII, 146 ff. : its units are T-shaped 
chambers formed of a pair of cists with an outward-facing passage. 
The pottery forms a special group of the Neolithic Windmill Hill 
type, and is doubtless contemporary with Bronze culture elsewhere. 

A triple stone monument, not so much a circle as an oval, on 
Almsworthy Common, Exmoor, is described by Mr. H. St. George 
Gray in Proc. Somerset Arch. Soc. LXXVII , 78 ff., and stone circles in 
co. Cork are recorded in J.R.S.A.I, L X I I , i, 115-6. 

Beakers : settlements and burials.—Mr. J. G. D. Clark has written 
a valuable article in Antiquity v, 415 ff. on ' The Dual Character 
of the Beaker Invasion,' in which A - C Beakers are shown to be 
associated with flint daggers, long-barbed arrowheads, heeled bronze 
knife-daggers, stone axe-hammers, and V-shaped buttons. This 
complex is contrasted with that of Β Beakers, short-barbed arrow-
heads, tanged bronze daggers and bracers. A careful distribution 
study reveals the former complex as an intruder from the N.E. 
(Scandinavia), the latter from the E.S.E. (Low Countries): the 
ensuing groupings and overlappings are of the greatest interest, 
and further notes, with special reference to Scotland, appear ibid. 
90-3. Mr. Clark has also studied the Beakers in Ipswich Museum 
(P.S.E.A. vi, pt. iv, 356-61), and other beakers have been published 
from Stanton Harcourt, Oxon (Ant. Journ. XI, 59), Ightham, Kent 
(ibid, XII, 169-70), Kew Gardens (ibid.), Baginton, Warwick (ibid. 
171-2), Tremadoc, Carnarvon (Arch. Camb. LXXVI, 363-4), and from 
near Dolgelly (Bull. Board of Celtic Studies vi, ii, 145 ; iii, 287). 
Dr. J. F. S. Stone records in Wilts. Arch. Mag. XLV, 366 ff., his 
exploration of a Beaker occupation-site adjoining the flint-mines on 
Easton Down to be noticed below (p. 287) : correlation seems 
inevitable, but the site has yet much more to reveal. A Β beaker 
was the earliest pottery found on the settlement site at Kingston 
Buci, Sussex (p. 290) ; in Norfolk, Mr. H. Apling has investigated 
cooking-places of Beaker age situated along the rivers (P.S.E.A. vi, 
iv, 365 ff.). In addition to the Rudh' an Dunain finds (p. 283), 
beakers with interments are recorded from Barnwood, Glos. (Trans. 
Bristol and Glos. Arch. Soc. HI, 218 ff.), and from a barrow at 
Woodchester, Glos. (ibid., 309 ff., and Proc. Cotteswold Naturalists' 
Field Club, xxiv, i, 103 ff.). A typical skeleton of the period has 



PREHISTORIC BRITAIN IN i93i AND 1 9 3 2 2 8 5 

been found in a grave at Bodney, Norfolk, with a handled beaker 
(P.S.E.A. VII, i, 107 ff.) ; other handled beakers are recorded from 
near Bottisham Locks, Cambs. (Camb. Ant. Soc. Proc. xxxi, 150-1), 
Brixworth, Northants (Ant. Journ. XI, 280), and Eynsham, Oxon 
(ibid.). 

Other Burials and Barrows.—An inhumed skeleton, without a 
beaker but with the jet buttons and flint knife of the Early Bronze 
Age, from a grave at Boston Spa, West Riding, Yorks., is published 
by Miss Mary Kitson Clark in Yorks. Arch. Journ. xxxi, i, 36-43. 
T h e barrow on Dunstable Downs, Beds., with its primary Early 
and secondary Middle Bronze Age interments, published in this 
Journal, LXXXVII I , 193 ff., must be roughly contemporary. In 
Mr. R. S. Newall's publication of Barrow 85 at Amesbury (Wilts. 
Arch. Mag. XLV, 432 ff.), the structure and sequence of features 
are carefully studied : there were two cists, one with an inhumed 
skeleton, and the associated objects included three bronze daggers 
(one ogival) and two grooved whetstones, whereby Mr. Newall has 
been prompted to work out full distribution-lists both for ogival 
daggers and whetstones, with a most interesting map. 

The three barrows at Battlegore, Williton, Somerset, have been 
examined by Mr. St. George Gray and published in Proc. Somerset 
Arch. Soc. Lxxvii, 7-36 : the chief, Barrow I, had been disturbed, 
but yielded a cremated interment with the remains of an oak cover 
for the urn, while in the disturbed material stray fragments of 
Neolithic Peterborough ware were found—the most westerly 
examples of their class. The Pool Farm Barrow, West Harptree, 
published by Father Home (ibid., LXXVI, 85-90), contained a cist 
with unassociated cremated bones only. A much less satisfactory 
report (unillustrated 1) on the Northfield barrow, Cheltenham, 
appears in Trans. Bristol and Glos. Arch. Soc. LII, 305. A Food-
vessel burial at Chichester requires notice (Ant. Journ. XII, 170), 
and also a barrow with a Middle Bronze Age cinerary urn on 
Massingham Heath, Norfolk (P.S.E.A. vi, pt. iv, 375 ff.). 

The Stanton Moor barrows, Derbyshire, form an interesting 
group, and the report by Mr. J. P. Heathcote in Journ. Derby. Arch, 
and N.H. Soc. LI, 44, records excellent digging. The peristaliths 
of Barrow T 2 are specially noteworthy. Food vessels as well as 
cinerary urns are present, and these and the grave-goods (mostly 
flint) carry the series throughout the Middle Bronze Age till the 
period of late bipartite urns. An urn of the latter type with an 
' incense-cup ' placed in its mouth occurred in the barrow near 
Waddington, West Riding, Yorks, found in 1887 and published by 
Dr. A. Raistrick (Yorks. Arch. Journ. χχχ, pt. iii, 246-252) who 
suggests a date about 800 B.C. The former orthodox datings for 
our Middle Bronze Age, especially in the Highland zone, are most 
probably much too high, and a figure like this is very possibly 
applicable likewise to the ' incense-cups ' from Cardiganshire, 
and from near Dolgelly (the latter with urn fragments), published 
in Arch. Camb., Dec., 1932, 409, and Bull. Board of Celtic Studies 
vi, ii, 195-6, and iii, 287. 
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This is also the period of the Scottish short cists : a number of 
these in Angus and Nairn have been studied by Mr. A. J. H. 
Edwards (P.S.A.Scot, LXV, 418 ff.), and two at Rumgally, Fife, one 
containing a food-vessel, are published ibid, LXVI, 67 f., by Mr. 
J. 'fennant Gordon. The two-storied cist at Little Asta, Shetland, 
on which Mr. J. M. Corrie writes, ibid., 69-75, particular 
interest : the human remains were both burnt and unburnt, and 
accompanied by notable steatite vases. Of his Irish food-vessels 
recently published one, probably from Katesbridge, co. Down, is 
said by Mr. L. S. Gogan to be of the megalithic period (Man, 1932, 
299) : it bears a form of ' maggot '-pattern ; the other is from a cist-
grave on Rubane Farm, Kircubbin, co. Down (Ant. Journ. xii, 
299-301). An Irish Middle Bronze Age barrow, covering a cist 
containing food-vessels and ritually re-deposited human remains, 
is described by Prof. Macalister and Miss R. Murray in Proc. R. 
Irish Academy XL, 308 ff. : the site is near Bunbrosna, co. Westmeath. 
Dr. Patrick Power has a paper in J.R.S.A.I, LXI. i, 55-60, on recent 
finds in Munster, which include a food-vessel, a hooped and an 
encrusted urn from Knockadea, co. Limerick, and two more encrusted 
urns from a cist on Kilwatermoy Mountain, co. Waterford. The 
significance of this Late Bronze Age Highland type is enhanced by 
recent discoveries at Clonshannon, co. Wicklow, where a number of 
urn-burials, in stone cists which can be shown all to be contemporary, 
have been excavated by Dr. Mahr and Mr. L. S. Price (J.R.S.A.I. 
LXII , i, 75-90). There was one encrusted urn, and another urn 
showing definite Continental Hallstatt influence, containing an 
' incense-cup ' decorated in a manner recalling the Continental 
Bronze Age ' Tumulus-culture.' Dr. Mahr's ensuing remarks 
on the Late Bronze Age invasion question should be studied by all 
interested in Celtic problems, both insular and Continental. The 
immigrants known as the ' Urnfield people ' are not recognizable 
in Ireland, but in Southern England their ' Deverel-Rimbury ' ware 
is well known, and a useful addition has been made to its literature 
by Mr. G. C. Dunning. It is a report on a new urnfield at 
Barnes, I. of Wight, combined with a review of all the Late Bronze 
Age material from the island (Proc. I. Wight Nat. Hist, and Arch. 
Soc., 1931, 108-117). Urn-burials (at Barnes arranged in a ' family 
circle') are abundant there, which makes the total absence of 
socketed axes (save for the Ventnor hoard of Breton exotics) remark-
able ; as Mr. Dunning points out in the paragraphs accompanying 
his urn distribution-map, the British Late Bronze Age is clearly 
a composite affair. Thus a small urnfield at Brown Candover 
(Proc. Hants Field Club x, iii, 249 ff.) contained degenerate native, 
not Deverel-Rimbury urns, and the barrow at Hinton Ampner 
(ibid.), covering an urnless cremation, may well represent yet another 
phase of the same period. Urnfield influence was only distantly 
echoed in the north, as in such Late Bronze Age cemeteries as that 
explored near Cowdenheath, Fife, by Mr. A. D. Lacaille (P.S.A.Scot. 
LXV, 261 ff.), and in secondary urn-burials in earlier cairns like those 
described (ibid., 359 ff.) by Mr. Craw at Lintlaw, Berwickshire. 
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Unrecorded Scottish urns are published by Mr. Callander, ibid., 
LXVI, 401-8). 

Flint-Mines.—It seems definitely to be emerging that the 
Neolithic-Beaker transitional period was the hey-day of British flint-
mining. In addition to the recent Blackpatch evidence (see review, 
below) we have Dr. J. F. S. Stone's preliminary report on the Easton 
Down site, Winterslow, in Wilts. Arch. Mag. XLV, 350 ff. There is 
one unfinished shaft, and one complete funnel-shaped pit without 
galleries. The flint industry would suit the early metal age, though 
it includes primitive types. Near by is a Beaker settlement (p. 284), 
which must be referable to at least part of the life of the mines. 
Nevertheless, the crucial site is of course Grime's Graves, where a 
sequence of workings is recognized, beginning with primitive pits, 
and culminating in galleried shafts. Mr. Armstrong's report 
(P.S.E.A. VII, i, 57-61) on the work done there for the Percy Sladen 
Trust from 1927 to 1932 is mainly devoted to the intermediate 
phases, when antler as well as bone picks were already used, but 
galleries were as yet unknown. The third ' floor ' in the filling of pit 
12 yielded Peterborough ware, but all the other workings examined 
are claimed to be earlier than the Late Neolithic, mainly on the 
typology of the associated flints—e.g., the ' Mesolithic ' tranchet 
axes in pit 9. A fresh and dispassionate review of all the Grime's 
Graves evidence is badly needed. 

Artifacts : Stone.—Mr. Grahame Clark's paper on the curved 
flint sickle-blades of England (P.S.E.A. VII, i, 67-81) gives a fully 
documented and illustrated list of the 44 known specimens, with 
an excellent map showing their marked easterly distribution. He 
explains their manufacture, hafting, and use as attested by the 
lustre they display, emphasizes their Scandinavian affinity, and 
finally assigns them to the Peterborough-ware complex. (Incidentally 
Mr. Piggott is quoted as now considering the Grovehurst pottery as 
Peterborough.) The sickle proper to the Windmill Hill culture is 
probably the flake-tooth ' jawbone ' type. He has given us another 
study of our Scandinavian contacts in publishing some Nordic types 
of flint dagger credibly assigned to British provenances (Man, 1932, 
223) : the most intriguing is a dagger-handle fragment skilfully 
converted into a bee de flute burin. Another avenue of research, 
especially useful for our Scandinavian relationships, is the statistical 
study of such material as arrowheads, on which notes by Mr. Clark 
and Mr. T . D. Kendrick have appeared in Man 1931, 23, and 1932, 45. 

Scandinavian types also occur among flint implements from 
near Wakefield published in Ant. Journ. xn, 449 ff. : there are also 
two apparent palaeoliths and an Irish stone axe, and an odd polished 
axe from Derryaghy, co. Antrim, is figured, ibid., 298. The second 
part of Mr. H. F. Poole's ' Stone Axes found in the Isle of Wight ' 
appears in Proc. I. Wight Nat. Hist. & Arch. Soc. 11, part i ; stone 
axes from Shelford and Foxton are published in Camb. Antiq. Soc. 
Proc. xxxi, 150, one from near Horsham in Sussex Arch. Colls. 
L X X I I I , 201, a hoard of three from Canewdon, Essex, in Ant. Journ. 
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XI, 57, and a lovely polished jadeite specimen from Lyme Park, 
Cheshire, ibid., xii, 167. Several have been found in Wales and 
published in Arch. Camb., Dec., 1931, 361, and Dec., 1932, 406-8, as 
well as in Bull. Board of Celtic Studies, where (vi, iii, 287-8) an 
axe-hammer is also noticed. A mace-head with ' hour-glass' 
perforation is recorded from Sheffield in Yorks. Arch. Journ. xxxi, 
i, i2 i . Collections of surface flints have been published by the late 
Mr. T . C. Cantrill from the Shewsbury and Wellington district 
(Trans. Shropshire Arch. Soc. XLVI , i, 19-30), and by Mr. Grimes 
from the Solva neighbourhood in Pembrokeshire (Arch. Camb., 
June, 1932, 179-192). 

For the Early Bronze Age Mr. Grimes has published an 
important study in P.S.E.A. vi, pt. iv, 340-355, on the Flint 
Dagger. As already observed the type belongs to the A - C Beaker 
complex : the finds come, broadly speaking, from open country, have 
an easterly distribution, roughly exclusive with that of early metal 
daggers (Wessex), and have probably a northern (north-eastern) 
centre of diffusion. A new specimen from the Sussex Downs near 
Parham has since been published by Dr. Eliot Curwen with other 
interesting flints in Sussex Arch. Colls, LXXII I , 197-200. Another 
Bronze Age flint type, the so-called plano-convex knife, has been 
given recognition by Mr. Grahame Clark in Ant. Journ. XII, 158 ff. ; 
he shows it to be a regular associate of the food-vessel and early 
cinerary urn. Implements from Shetland are described in P.S.A.Scot. 
LXVI, 75-80. 

Artifacts : Bronze, etc.—Two Early Bronze Age halberds are 
recorded in Arch. Camb., Dec., 1932, 395-7, from Tanfannau Quarry, 
Merioneth. Of the same period, flat bronze axes have been published 
from Lines. (Ant. Journ. χι, 279) and Cornwall (ibid, XII, 70) : the 
latter recall the Padstow find, at present the only association-evidence 
for the dating of gold lunulae. Mr. J. G. D. Clark (Man, 1932, 46) 
recalls this and Mr. Craw's theory of the relationship of lunulae and 
jet necklaces, and is able to corroborate the latter by recording the 
exclusive distributions of the two types, and the former by showing 
that when combined they correspond to the distribution of food-
vessels. A remarkable find of a jet necklace and a bronze awl, 
associated with a female skeleton, has been made in the Fens 
(P.S.E.A. vi, iv, 362 ff.). The woman had evidently been drowned 
in one of the former fen waterways now represented by ' roddons,' 
or ridges of old river-silt bared by the shrinkage of the peat con-
sequent on modern drainage. The first substantive note on the 
true nature of roddons was published by their pioneer investigator, 
Major Gordon Fowler, in Geographical Journal LXXIX, 210-2 : he 
has since followed it by another on the wastage of the peat (ibid., 
LXXXI, 149 f.). The value of the discovery for archaeology, pointed 
out in Ant. Journ. XII, 172, is being amplified by the work of the 
Fen Research Committee on the whole geology, climatology, and 
vegetable, animal, and human antiquities of the Fens. Additions to 
the long list of bronzes from the Fens and the Cambridge region are 
a rapier from Croxton Park (Camb. Ant. Soc. Proc. xxxi, 151), a 
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leaf-shaped sword of V-type from the Little Ouse near Wilton 
(ibid.), and spear-heads from the Wissey at Stoke Ferry (ibid., 151-2). 
A palstave and anvil from Flax Bourton, Somerset, should also be 
noticed (B.U.S.S. IV, i, 43-4), and likewise a spearhead and socketed 
knife from near Reading (Berks. Arch. Journ. xxxvi, 2, 124-5). 
Bronze Age weapons and implements are noteworthy among the 
finds made in executing the Lough Neagh and R. Bann drainage 
scheme, and published in J.R.S.A.I, LXII , ii, 2 0 8 - 1 1 . 

Gold.—Another Irish find, a stone mould for gold buttons or 
' sun-discs ' from Hackettstown, co. Waterford (JR.S.A.I, LXII , 
i, 114-5) reminds us of the chief cause of Ireland's prehistoric 
importance. But a more imposing reminder has come from Cornwall. 
The Towednack hoard of Irish gold tores, bracelets, and raw bars, 
published in Man, 1932, 222, is a goldsmith's stock datable in the 
transition from the western Middle to Late Bronze Age (1000-
750 B . C . ) , containing one unique piece—a triple tore, and making 
possible a fresh review of the typology of the rich gold ornaments 
that Ireland gave to the prehistoric West. Its apparent association 
with ancient field-banks gives the find additional interest. 

Bronze Hoards.—Mr. A. D. Passmore has published the hoard 
from Donhead St. Mary, Wilts, in the Pitt-Rivers Museum (Wilts. 
Arch. Mag. XLV, 373-6) : it is of exotic character, with winged 
axes predominating, and helps to represent the foreign elements 
intrusive in our Late Bronze Age. A bronze mould for socketed 
axe is included, with which a stone mould from Bulford is compared 
and contrasted. The Bexley Heath hoard from Kent (Ant. Journ. 
XI, 170-1), has a foreign character less pronounced, and includes 
a sword of acclimatized and degenerate V-type : the reviewer may 
be permitted to doubt the theory that bronze gouges were used to 
extract the clay core from socketed axes after casting. More 
definitely foreign again is the small hoard from Shoebury, Essex, 
published in Ant. Journ. XII, 74, with emphasis on the Alpine 
affinities of the winged axe. 

Two interesting hoards from Cambridge are published in Camb. 
Ant. Soc. Proc. xxxn, 59-61 : one, from Milton Road, comprises 
socketed axes, gouge, spearhead, a ring, and scrap ; the other, from 
Green End Road, includes the same and other types, among them 
chisels and fragments both of rapier and sword. Were such hoards 
the loot of an invading force ? A hoard of socketed axes figures 
among the Bourton-on-the-Water finds noticed on p. 281. Lastly, 
Mr. Grimes has drawn attention to an imperfect spearhead-casting 
from the Guilsfield (Montgomery) hoard in Arch. Camb., Dec., 1931, 
3 5 8 - 3 6 I · 

Dug-out Canoes.—This is perhaps the best place to notice 
additions to our too-little-dated list of these primitive craft: they 
come from Wales (Llandrindod Wells and Llyn Llydaw: Ant. 
Journ. xi, 136-144), Stoke-on-Trent (ibid., 162), and near Ironbridge, 
Salop (ibid., 165), while an oak vessel from Chibbyr Unjin, Isle of 
Man, is recorded in J.R.S.A.I, LXII , i, 91-5. 
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General Bronze Age Studies.—Of these we have two : ' Sussex 
in the Bronze Age,' by Mr. L. V. Grinsell (Sussex Arch. Colls. 
LXXII , 30-68), and ' The Bronze Age in the North of England,' by 
Dr. A. Raistrick, in Arch. Ael.4 V I I I , 149-165. Mr. Grinsell's 
documentation is not always very full, but his work is of great 
utility, marred otherwise only by a somewhat unwise grouping of 
his material; he is a specialist on barrows (an article on Surrey bell 
barrows from him has since appeared in Surrey Arch. Colls. XL, 
56-64), but his division of earlier from later may not appeal to 
every one, and his combined mapping of Middle and Late Bronze 
Age cinerary urns blurs the distinctive character of the latter period. 
Dr. Raistrick's emphasis of the genuineness of the Northumberland, 
East Yorkshire, and Derbyshire concentrations is welcome, and so 
is his reminder of the strength of the megalithic tradition in the 
North. Further, he usefully demonstrates the time-lag shown 
in the North by types of implements as compared with pottery : 
thus among the principal associates of the cinerary urn are such 
as should not, on orthodox lines, outlast the food-vessel. Such 
regional period-surveys form one of the most useful contributions 
that a county journal can make to prehistoric archaeology. 

C. IRON AGE 

The division of the British Iron Age into three cultures, A, B, 
and C, suggested in a study of datable hill-forts and their char-
acteristics in Antiquity v, 60 ff., is for convenience adopted here. 

Iron Age A : Settlements.—The overlap between the immigration 
periods of the Late Bronze and the Early Iron Age has been more 
than once emphasized of recent years, and Mr. A. G. Francis has 
recently published a site at Southchurch, Essex, where material of 
both seems to be present (Ant. Journ. xi, 410-8). Here a causeway 
leads out into a mere feeding the Thames, where there must be a 
pile-settlement, and pottery with Alpine and Hallstatt affinities 
recalls Dr. Wheeler's discoveries at ' Old England,' Brentford. 
Other settlements of the earlier phase of the Iron Age have been 
published, at Jack's Hill, Great Wymondley, Herts., by Mr. C. F. 
Tebbutt (P.S.E.A. vi, pt. iv, 371 ff.), at Radley, Berks. (Ant. Journ. 
xi, 399-404), where the Oxford University Archaeological Society 
has excavated amongst other things a notable local series of pottery-
forms, and at Hinksey Hill above Oxford, where Mr. J. N. L. 
Myres has shewn the Hallstatt settler to have been the direct ancestor 
of the Romano-British peasant (Journ. Brit. Arch. Ass. n.s. xxxvi, 
360-390). 

At Kingston Buci, Sussex, too, a settlement of this date, preceded 
by Beaker (p. 284) and also by Late Bronze Age occupation, lasted 
right on until the latter part of the Roman period (Sussex Arch. 
Colls, LXXII , 185-217) : its relation to an adjoining villa is still an 
unsolved problem. Another settlement, however, on Boxford 
Common, Berks., seems not to have extended beyond Middle La 
Tene times, and may owe its desertion to the Belgic invasion of the 
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first century B.C. (H. J. E. Peake and others in Trans. Newbury 
District Field Club vi, no. 3, 3 ff.). 

The westward limits of the A culture are extending into the 
Severn valley: typical pottery has been noticed from Badsey, 
Worcs. (Ant. Journ. xi, 404), and an early piece unexpectedly against 
the Roman walls of Gloucester (ibid., XII, 440). 

The controversy over the Essex ' Red Hills ' is now almost 
forgotten ; the analogous, but not wholly similar, ' Red Mounds ' 
of the Lincolnshire coast have recently been expounded by Prof. 
Η. H. Swinnerton in relation to the physical geography of its 
subsequent submergence. An Iron Age date is definitely established 
by his examination of their yield of pottery and accessories for 
pot-making and salt-making, which was evidently, as in Essex, the 
main industry concerned. His paper (Ant. Journ. XII, 239-253) is 
followed by an interesting study by Mr. Hazzledine Warren (ibid., 
254-6) on the timber structures of ' hut-circle ' type associated 
with them. 

Hill-Forts.—The early stone-built fort of Chastleton, Oxon, in the 
Cotswolds, has been published by Mr. Ε. T . Leeds (Ant. Journ. xi, 
382-398) : the entrances are simple and there is no ditch. In chalk 
country Dr. E. Cecil Curwen's excavations at Hollingbury, above 
Brighton, have laid bare interesting structural features (ibid., xii, 
1-16) : below the chalk rampart were found the post-holes of a 
double timber palisade, which evidently stood up through the body 
of the rampart to crown the crest above. The entrance was flanked 
by big gateposts. The date must be later than Chastleton, in Early 
La Tene times, and the fort superseded an earlier settlement of the 
same culture bounded by a much slighter ditch. The same explorer's 
report on the Worthing Field Club's work at Cissbury (ibid., xi, 
14-36) forms a most important paper. The great rampart and ditch 
are here also Early La Tene, but the timber-work apparently took 
the form of a frontal revetment. In Late La Tene or early Roman 
times the place was abandoned and turned over to the plough, 
which produced lynchets in the interior and up against the back of 
the rampart : the sequel came in the later Roman or post-Roman 
period, when the defences were reconstructed for defence 
against barbarian raiders. Dr. Curwen has also given us the second 
report on his excavations at The Trundle, where in addition to his 
Neolithic discoveries (p. 281), a careful exploration of the east gate 
of the Iron Age hill-fort disclosed a remarkable sequence of plans 
of timber gateways (Sussex Arch. Colls, LXXII , 100-149). The first 
was a double gateway like that at St. Catharine's Hill, the second a 
laterally revetted barbican formed of two such, while the huge 
bedding-pits for the structure of the third reveal an unfinished plan 
of the end of the Middle La Tene period, immediately preceding 
the fort's abandonment in the first century B.C., perhaps at the 
Belgic invasion. He has also revised the chronology of The Caburn, 
Lewes (excavated in 1877-8 and 1925-6), and drawn up a sequence 
of the occupied pits throughout the Iron Age to about A.D. 100, 
when the site was abandoned (ibid. 151 ff.). 
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In all these papers Dr. Curwen emphasizes the character of the 
chief Sussex hill-forts as tribal capitals, each commanding its own 
block of downland : some, indeed, must have been designed for 
more temporary occupation, as for instance the ' promontory camp ' 
at Philpots, West Hoathly, where Dr. Hannah's excavations (Sussex 
Arch. Colls, L X X I I I , 156-167) produced no datable material. The 
same fate unhappily attended Miss Liddell's efforts at Chilworth 
Ring, Hants (Proc. Hants Field Club, x, 3, 224), but Iron Age dating 
is now a commanding presumption for hill-forts, at least in the south, 
and lack of excavated material cannot prevent our assigning it to this 
or to Ladle Hill in the north of the same county, where Mr. Stuart 
Piggott (Antiquity v, 474-485) has identified an unfinished example 
which throws a unique light on the constructional methods employed. 
Yarnbury Castle, in Wiltshire, has long attracted notice for the inner 
ring of entrenchment within its fine triple main ramparts : it was 
suspected to be Neolithic, but Mrs. Cunnington's diggings, noticed 
in Antiquity vi, 471-4, have dated it to Iron Age A, and made possible 
a restoration of the timber-work of its chalk bank. The outer 
ramparts belong doubtless to a later phase. A date in A has also 
been established for Chisenbury Trendle, a small work which has 
had to be demolished owing to its proximity to the R.A.F. aerodrome 
at Upavon (Wilts. Arch. Mag. XLVI, 1-3). 

Smaller Enclosures.—Special attention is merited by the publica-
tion of several smaller ring-works which seem to represent a definite 
type hitherto unrecognised in England, though its Irish analogue, 
the small earthen Rath, is common and well known. Mr. H. Apling 
has examined two such works near West Harling, Norfolk, of which 
the eastern and better-preserved is typical, being 70 ft. across, 
with a single entrance through a bank 1-2 ft. high with a ditch 
outside it (P.S.E.A. VII, i, 111-122). The pottery is mostly early Iron 
Age A finger-printed ware, the tradition of which remains in this 
region unbroken into Roman times. A similar work on Marshall's 
Hill, Reading, 65 ft. across, yielded the same sort of ware in 1909, 
and has now been published by Mr. W. A. Seaby (Berks. Arch. 
Journ. xxxvi, 2, 121 ff.). The oval work excavated by Dr. Raistrick 
near Easington, W. Riding (Yorks. Arch. Journ. xxxi, i, 44 ff.) is 
much larger (diameter 320 ft.), and yielded no dating-evidence, 
but the small type deserves investigation, especially e.g. in Wessex : 
it suggests a fortified single-family dwelling corresponding to the 
Continental Einzelhof. Another apparent example has been dated 
to the Iron Age (possibly Romano-British) on Moat House Farm, 
Wraxall, Somerset (B.U.S.S. iv, i, 45-53), and one appears among the 
agricultural earthworks surveyed by Mr. C. W. Phillips nearby on 
Walton Common by Clevedon (ibid. 34-42). 

Lynchets and other earthworks.—Mr. G. Huntingford has 
contributed to Antiquity (vi, 327-357) an article on ' Ancient 
Agriculture ' especially interesting for its modern African parallels. 
His section on ploughs, however, though supplementing and 
modifying Dr. Curwen's previous work, does not touch on the 
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possibilities opened up by the presence in Roman times (if not 
earlier) in lowland Britain of a heavy coulter-fitted plough as well 
as the older light aratrum. Dr. Curwen himself (ibid. 389-406) 
has since dealt further with lynchet-formation, and publishes 
comparative material from France, Denmark and the Scots border. 
Dr. J. P. Williams-Freeman has put forward a classification of 
the earthworks known sometimes as ' covered ways,' sometimes 
as ' cross-dykes ' (Antiquity vi, 24-34) : these may be univallate, 
bivallate, or multiple, and the topography of the numerous examples 
adduced varies greatly. He argues that the majority were regular 
cattle-ways for driving in and mustering the half-wild stock of early 
Iron Age man : the close relationship between some of these (e.g. on 
Thickthorn Down, Dorset) and quadrangular (or other) enclosures or 
kraals is an important consideration. A section cut across one such 
dyke, the War Dyke in Arundel Park, proved inconclusive but not 
inconsistent with an Early Iron Age date (Report of Nat. Science & 
Arch. Soc. of Littlehampton, 1928-30). 

Burials.—Interments of Iron Age A continue fairly uncommon, 
but the Hampshire Field Club has established an early date in this 
phase for the tumulus outside Oliver's Battery (itself of Roman 
date, though not likely to be the military camp for which the 
excavators take it), near Winchester (Proc. Hants Field Club XII, i, 
9-10) : a cinerary-urn burial was clearly indicated. Inhumation 
seems subsequently to have prevailed (see Ant. Journ. XII, 420-3, 
where on p. 421, 1. 21 for ' rite ' read ' site '), and occasionally 
survived alongside the cremation introduced again by the Belgae 
of Iron Age C, as in a grave near Eastbourne (Ant. Journ. xi, 71) 
with a butt-shaped beaker of that date. The human skeleton from 
below the Embankment at Westminster, found towards the base of 
the ' bungam ' layer above the peat, is probably of the Early Iron 
Age (or early Roman period) : see Miss Tildesley in Man, 1931, 184. 

Isolated finds.—Mr. Hemp draws attention to a knobbed bronze 
collar, with hinge and dowel catch, from Hendre Bach, Clynnog, 
Carnarvonshire, and suggests a connexion with the neighbouring 
large cairn of Carnguwch, as both are, he maintains, of Hallstatt 
type (Arch. Camb. LXXVI, 354-5). A La Tene penannular bronze 
bracelet is recorded from Shepherd's Fen, near Mildenhall, Suffolk 
(Camb. Ant. Soc. Proc. xxxi, 152), and an early La Tene iron sword 
was found in the Wissey along with the bronze spearheads recorded 
above (p. 289 and ibid.) : an association can, however, of course 
only be suggested. An addition to our list of La Tene I brooches 
comes from the Thames at Sion Reach (Ant. Journ. xi, 60). 

Iron Age Β : Hill-forts.—It was in Mr. Ε. T . Leeds's first report 
(Archaeologia LXXVI, 205 ff.) on his work at Chun Castle, Cornwall, 
that the case for a Celtic penetration of Britain from the south-west 
in La Tene times received its first modern exposition. His second 
report (ibid., LXXXI , 33-42), recording the digging of 1927 and 1930, 
adds some points of interest: the dry-stone septum-walls round 
the inner space are shown not to be ancient : the ancient 
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occupants seem not to have been numerous, but to have survived, 
to judge by their pottery (in part wheel-made) until anyhow the eve 
of the Roman conquest. Miss Liddell's first report on her excava-
tions at Hembury Fort, Devon (Proc. Devon Arch. Exploration Soc., 
1931, 1-24), shews that the occupation of the splendid triply-
defended fort overlying the Neolithic sites (p. 280) belongs to the 
Middle and Late La Tene periods, and the structural points are of 
great interest : in particular, the S-shaped entrance through the 
(secondary) transverse banks, the colossal and elaborate timbered 
fortifications across the main west entrance, and the palisading which 
is such a remarkable feature of (apparently) the whole circuit of 
defences. These are described in the first and the second report 
(ibid., 1932, 90-120) ; the west entrance is certainly of two periods, 
and a preliminary note on last year's digging in Antiquity vi, 475-7, 
gives a full plan of the works of the earlier (associated with Glastonbury 
type pottery) : the later belongs to the period of the Belgic invasions. 
The large fortified site of Salmonsbury, Glos., evidently belongs 
to the Iron Age Β culture : it is being excavated by the University 
College, London, Anthropological Society, and an interim notice by 
Mr. Dunning has appeared in Antiquity v, 489 ff. ; the circular hut 
examined within is of especial interest. Beyond the Severn, Mr. V. E. 
Nash-Williams has continued his work at Llanmelin, Mon., with its 
fine multiple stone defences and puzzling annexe : the occupation 
must cover two centuries or more before the Roman conquest (interim 
notices, Ant. Journ. xi, 70 : Bull. Board of Celtic Studies vi, i, 92-3 : 
iii, 288-9 : Arch. Camb., Dec., 1932, 393). Dr. Willoughby Gardner 
draws attention in Arch. Camb., Dec. 1932, 364-371 to the fine 
hill-fort of Ffridd Faldwyn, N. Wales, where within the main girdle 
of defences, probably, as in other N. Wales hill-forts, of Roman 
date, appears a smaller ring-work, which should, if the hoped-for 
excavation ever takes place, be found to be pre-Roman. Mr. R. U. 
Sayce's essay on ' The Purpose of Hill-top camps ' in the Powysland 
Club's Montgomeryshire Collections, 1932, 132-141, makes a 
suggestive collation of evidence from archaeology and from early 
Welsh law and literature. 

Caves.—The Bristol University Spelaeological Society's latest 
report has established an early Iron Age occupation (probably 
intermittent) at Merlin's Cave in the Wye Valley, near Symond's 
Yat (B.U.S.S. iv, no. i, 11-33), and records the completion of work 
at Read's Cavern in the Mendips, where Early Iron Age material 
was found at the entrance (ibid., 8-10). 

Settlements : West of England and Wales.—Late La Tene pottery 
unexpectedly appeared in the recent excavations under the walls of 
Gloucester (Ant. Journ. XII, 440). Iron Age sherds have been found 
in middens on Giltar Point near Tenby (A. L. Leach in Arch. 
Camb., Dec., 1932, 359-63) along with bone and stone remains, 
including flints of Neolithic character ! The hut-group which 
Mr. C. W. Phillips has excavated at Pant y Saer, Anglesey, is more 
surprising still (preliminary note in Bull. Board of Celtic Studies vi, iii, 
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293) : associated with late Roman material it has produced pottery 
suggesting the ' encrusted-urn ' tradition of the Late Bronze Age. 
The small, doubtfully datable enclosure of Castell Odo, containing 
circular dwellings of the prehistoric type usual in Wales, produced a 
scrap of similar-looking ware (C. E. Breese in Arch. Camb., Dec., 1932, 
374-385), while the hut-site explored by Mr. Phillips at Pare Dinmor, 
Penmon, Anglesey (ibid., 247-254), produced evidence of Iron Age 
occupation without any pottery at all. Material from Braich-y-
Dinas, Penmaenmawr (ibid., 399-401) is comparable to some of his 
other finds. 

Burials.—Crouched inhumation seems to have been the normal 
Iron Age rite in the west, and interesting examples have been 
recovered at Salmonsbury (p. 294), and in the pre-Roman and 
Romano-British cemetery at Barnwood, Glos., published by Mrs. 
Ε. K. Clifford in Trans. Bristol and Glos. Arch. Soc., LII, 201-254, 
with a Middle La Tene pot. 

Isolated finds.—Mr. T . A. Rickard has republished the 
well-known ingot of tin from Falmouth harbour (Man, 1932, 227), 
whose shape hardly seems to bear out the usual idea that it represents 
the ' astragali ' ingots mentioned by Diodorus. The period of the 
Roman wars is indicated by a Late La Tene enamelled horse-
trapping from Chepstow, which Mr. Nash-Williams (Arch. Camb., 
Dec. 1932, 393-4) compares to pieces in the Seven Sisters hoard. 
Some earlier evidence for the Iron Age Β Culture of the North, best 
known by its similar enamelwork, is adduced in Ant. Journ. XII, 
453-5, where besides two of the enigmatic pre-La Tene Italian 
bronze brooches which continue to turn up in isolation in this 
country, a bronze situla said to be from York is published, with an 
inturned rim and a shape which suggests Middle La Tene 
workmanship. 

Scotland.—Prof. Childe makes the interesting suggestion (Ant. 
Journ. xi, 281) that the earliest Iron Age culture recognizable in 
Scotland in certain La Tene I brooches and in murus gallicus and 
vitrified forts must have been brought by invaders analogous to those 
of Iron Age Β in north-eastern England, yet coming not thence but 
direct by sea from the Continent and landing north of the Forth. 

The Iron Age sites recorded in the last two volumes of the 
Antiquaries of Scotland are mainly at least contemporary with 
Roman Britain. In P.S.A.Scot, LXV, Miss Sylvia Benton contributes 
a report on The Sculptor's Cave, Covesea (177 ff. : also p. 281 above) : 
in North Uist, an earth-house at Foshigarry and the fort of Dun 
Thomaidh are studied by Dr. Erskine Beveridge and Mr. Graham 
Callander (299 ff.), and Mr. J. H. Craw describes another earth-
house at Midhouse, Orkney (357 ff.). Mr. W. W. T . Hannah's 
Chalmers-Jervise Prize Essay is also here published (388 ff.), 
discussing the lynchet-like terraces at Romanno, Peeblesshire, and 
demonstrating their agricultural character and their possible pre-
historic date. 

In P.S.A.Scot, LXVI we have the report by Professors Childe and 
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Forde on two forts excavated by them at Earn's Heugh, Coldingham 
(152-183) : the western was the earlier but both had strong multiple 
defences and contained hut-sites. Dr. Beveridge and Mr. Callander 
publish two further typical earth-houses in North Uist, at Garry 
Iochdrach (32-42), and Bac Mhic Connain (42-66)—a knife-handle 
of cetacean bone takes us into the period of Ogam inscriptions. 
The native and the Roman archaeology of Scotland will alike derive 
inestimable benefit from Dr. James Curie's inventory of all Roman 
objects found on non-Roman sites in the kingdom (277-400), a 
work destined to be of lasting value. It is illustrated by an 
instructive distribution-map. 

Channel Islands.—A fall of cliff at Bulwarks Bay, Jersey, has 
disclosed relics of occupation of a type not previously known in 
the island (Soc. Jersiaise, Bull, annuel, 193 1, 311-313) : the pottery 
resembles the British Iron Age A ware, and is associated with clay 
bars and other ' briquetage ' as found on the ' salt-working ' sites of 
Herm. Jersey has also been believed to lack the culture corre-
sponding to our Iron Age C, which is well represented in Guernsey, 
but recently (ibid., 1932, 65-7) it has been recognized by Mr. T . D. 
Kendrick in two polychrome glass beads from St. Aubin's Bay—the 
first definite La Tene objects recorded in the island. 

Iron Age C : The Belgic invasions.—The article on ' The Belgae 
of Gaul and Britain ' which appeared in this Journal LXXXVII , has 
been criticized by Mrs. Cunnington in Ant. Journ. XII, 27-34. The 
authors' reply will be found ibid., 411-430. To the list of hill-forts 
of this period there discussed must now be added Chisbury Camp, 
Little Bedwyn (Wilts. Arch. Mag. XLVI, 4-7), a fine multiple-
ramparted fort of some 15 acres which has yielded bead-rim and 
associated wares, as well as Claudian Samian. Mr. S. E. Winbolt's 
attempt to excavate Hascombe Camp, near Godalming, has issued 
in a report (Surrey Arch. Colls. XL, 78-96) of much the same character 
as his previous one on Holmbury. It is to be hoped that his 
attribution of both to a native Iron culture under Belgic influence 
in Iron Age C is reliable, despite his surprising dates (150-1 B.C. !) 
for ' La Tene III culture,' which were certainly not furnished him 
by those whom he is kind enough to quote as authorities. The extent 
of Belgic penetration in Sussex is an interesting question, and 
Dr. Curwen's publication of a barrow on Rackham Hill near 
Amberley (40 ft. across, with ditch 6-8 ft. wide) is notable, as it 
contained a cremation-interment with bead-rim pottery of Belgic 
character (Sussex Arch. Colls, L X X I I I , 182-6). A La Tene III brooch 
with the same implication is also recorded from Old Portslade 
(ibid., 203). More definitely within the Belgic area is a cremation-
burial at Lake, Isle of Wight (Ant. Journ. XII, 296-8), with a grave-
group of four vessels resembling Hengistbury Class J. The evidence 
for pre-Roman Winchester, where the Belgae were seemingly the 
first to settle 011 the city site, is summarized by Dr. J. P. Williams-
Freeman in S.E. Naturalist and Antiquary, 1931, 82-9. Mr. Piggott's 
ascription of the Uffington White Horse to this period (Antiquity v, 
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37-46) is based on the resemblance of the figure to contemporary 
coin-types and the animals on the Marlborough and Aylesford 
buckets. In the eastern Belgic area of the Aylesford culture a typical 
vessel has been published from Caesar's Camp on Wimbledon 
Common (Ant. Journ. XII, 437), and the transition to Romanization 
is being studied on a large scale at Colchester (Ant. Journ. xi, 273 ff., 
XII, 74 ff., Antiquity v, 239-40, and 487-9 ; Trans. Essex Arch. Soc. 
n.s. xx, 2, 270-5) and at St. Albans, where Dr. Wheeler's and Mr. 
Casey's work on the Prae Wood site has furnished Antiquity (vi, 
133-147) with a study of the first Verulamium as a prehistoric 
metropolis. The advance of Rome in the West has been 
illumined by Mr. St. George Gray's publication (Archaeologia 
LXXX, 59-98) of his excavations at Kingsdown Camp, near Mells, 
Somerset, where a little pre-Roman enclosure was succeeded by a 
slightly larger one of early Roman date ; the full series of pottery, 
brooches, etc., makes interesting comparison with the wider range 
of similar material from Prae Wood. 

The Celtic Question.—Mr. T . D. Kendrick's article on British 
hanging-bowls in Antiquity vi, 161-184, has stimulated Dr. Wheeler 
to a reply on ' The Paradox of Celtic Art ' (ibid., 292-300), in which 
parallels are drawn between pre-Roman and post-Roman conditions. 
In two articles, Mr. I. C. Peate has warned archaeologists to avoid 
the follies of untutored dabbling in Celtic philology (Antiquity, 
vi, 156-60 : Arch. Camb., Dec., 1932, 260-4). Though it may 
be hoped that Mr. Peate is preaching to the converted, his plea 
for intelligent co-operation between archaeologists and philologists 
will indeed be welcomed, for language-stratification cannot be 
satisfactorily studied without considering the stratification of material 
culture. And much work on both subjects still remains to be done. 


